
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and 
friends informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share 
your department’s news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

 
Remotely sensed observation of precipitation using AI 
workshop at AUB  
A regional Precipitation Estimation from Remote Sensing 
Information using Artificial Neural Networks (PERSIANN) 
workshop on remotely sensed observation of precipitation 
using artificial intelligence took place at AUB, coordinated by 
Dr. Bashir Imam of UNESCO. The workshop provided lab-
sessions and hands-on training for accessing the PERSIANN 
family of precipitation products appropriate for national and 
regional applications provided by Professors Soroosh 
Sorooshian, Phu Nguyen of, and Kuolin Hsu, of the Center for 
Hydrometeorology and Remote Sensing at University of 
California-Irvine (CHRS-UCI). READ MORE 
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FAFS honors its distinguished alumni  
The FAFS Alumni Chapter, in collaboration with the FAFS, 
held the eighth Distinguished Alumni Honoree ceremony. Six 
exceptional FAFS alumni were honored this year for 
distinguishing themselves on a national or international level 
and for contributing through their profession to academia; 
the public or private sector; or international organizations. 
READ MORE 
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Research & Outreach 
 

 
FAFS faculty meet to discuss 2025 strategic plan  
Building on FAFS 2025 strategic plan, launched last fall 
semester 2018, faculty and staff participated in a one-day 
retreat (October 12) held at the LDEM Department in 
Reynolds Hall.  FAFS departments and programs presented 
their accomplishments and broad actions that have taken 
place during the past year in alignment to the faculty’s 
strategic plan. Chairpersons and program directors also 
shared suggestions of specific implementation plans in 
support of FAFS 2025 goals and objectives. Faculty and staff 
then worked in groups to fine tune suggestions of how these 
align to their departmental/program strategies, and how 
more detailed action plans may be developed. READ MORE 
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https://chrs.web.uci.edu/
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_AI-workshop.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_8th-Distinguished-Alumni-Award-Honoring-Ceremony-Gala-Dinner.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_FAFS-retreat.aspx


Transforming Lebanon's Agriculture: Challenges and 
Opportunities  
In collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO), the World Bank group and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Dean Mohtar attended and organized 
a panel on Transforming Lebanon’s Agriculture: Challenges 
and Opportunities at the Grand Serail (October 4). Dean 
Mohtar’s session focused on accelerating innovation in 
agriculture. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

TAMU-Q delegates discuss future collaborations with 
WEFRAH team  
The WEFRAH community met with Professor Stratos 
Pistikopoulos, Director of the Texas A&M University Energy 
Institute and a delegation from Texas A&M University in 
Qatar (TAMU-Q) during their respective visits to AUB in 
October to discuss future projects, as well as future joint 
projects to bring the initiative even further. READ MORE 
 
 
 

Back to top  

Global Design Team course launch 
Junior and senior year undergraduate students of the NFSC, Agriculture and LDEM departments were invited to attend 
an informative session (October 7) on the Global Design Team (GDT) courses that have been launched at FAFS this fall 
semester 2019-2020. Dean Mohtar explained to students how the newly developed GDT courses fits into their 
curricula, and how they align to existing courses in their respective undergraduate programs. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
 

Events 
 

 
AUB and the Norwegian Theatre Academy collaborate 
on 100-year anniversary of Bauhaus 
Celebrating the 100-year anniversary of Bauhaus, the FAFS’ 
department of Landscape Design and Ecosystem 
Management (LDEM) worked with the Norwegian Theatre 
Academy (NTA) to highlight Beirut and Tripoli as cultural 
architectural relics. These landscapes are considered 
modernist and utopian sites that create housing for 
residents, while also reflecting the local culture and 
representation within the land. READ MORE 
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AREC Night and Harvest Day  
FAFS and AUB faculty, staff, students and their families visited AREC in the Beqaa valley to participate in the annual 
AREC Night and Harvest Day (October 12 & 13). READ MORE 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Transforming-Lebanon-Agriculture-Challenges-Opportunities.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_WEFRAH-tamuq-delegates.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Global-Design-Team-Course-Launch.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019-BLINDSPOT-.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_AREC-night-harvest-day.aspx
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Fit-a-Thon 2019: Nutrition Speaks Sustainability  
The dietetic interns and nutrition students at FAFS, in 
collaboration with the AUBMC Health and Wellness Center, 
celebrated World Obesity Awareness Day in the annual Fit-a-
Thon event. With many different booths focusing on different 
aspects of nutrition and dietetics, the event was a success 
with over 100 attendees taking part and learning new ways 
to be healthier. READ MORE 
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ESDU News 
 

 
ESDU honors women trained on sustainable 
agricultural and climate-smart practices  
To mark the end of a year-long project dedicated to 
empowering women in rural communities through 
sustainable livelihood strategies, ESDU organized a closing 
workshop. The outcomes of the project, entitled Climate-
Smart Livelihoods Initiatives and Market Access Tailoring 
(CLIMAT), were presented to various attendees by honoring 
the women participants. READ MORE 
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Faculty News 
 

 
Nahla Hwalla receives ACEND Medallion Award  
Dr. Nahla Hwalla is the second person outside the US to ever 
receive the Medallion award from the US Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics. This was granted in recognition of her 
dedication to the high standards of the nutrition and dietetics 
profession and her active participation, leadership and 
devotion to service through, dietetics, and its allied health 
fields. READ MORE 
 

Back to top  

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Fit-A-Thon.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_CLIMAT-closing.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Nahla-Hwalla-receives-ACEND-Medallion-Award.aspx


Alumni News 
 

 
FAFS-AUB Alumni Mounir Abi-Said featured in the New 
York Times and the Independent for his work to save 
Lebanon’s striped hyenas 
Graduating from FAFS AUB (1991), Dr. Mounir Abi-Said has 
recently been featured in the New York Times front page for 
his conservation work with saving the striped hyena’s, 
Lebanon’s national animal, as well as in the Independent. His 
continuous research efforts in wildlife conservation reached 
the International Media, in addition to his work in running 
the Animal Encounter, a unique educational center for 
wildlife conservation, in Lebanon. His hard work is a mark for 
the great projects many FAFS alumni contribute to the 
conservation of our world. 

Back to top 

 

 

Facilities 
 

 
Greenhouse renovation 
Installed during the years of 2003-04, the greenhouse has 
recently been renovated starting May 2019. With a total of 
eight compartments, the renovations had started with four 
of the compartments and plan on completing the other four 
by June 2020. The renovation, exceptionally supported by 
the provost and implemented by the PPD, constitutes one 
piece of the master plan on the eco-unit for FAFS. READ 
MORE 
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Lectures series and Seminars 
 
 

October 10 – An overview of the Food and Drug Administration Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 
and its implications for food exporters | FAFS – Professor Dima Faour-Klingbeil, Research Fellow, School of 
Biological and Marine Sciences, University of Plymouth. READ MORE 

 
October 10 – Current Trends in Wheat Genomics and Phenomics at Texas A&M University | FAFS – Amir 
Ibrahim, Regents Professor, Small Grains Breeder/Geneticist, Soil and Crop Sciences Department, Texas A&M 
University. READ MORE 

 
October 9 – Role of cooperatives towards food security | FAFS – Gloria Abou Zeid, Director General of 
Cooperatives, Ministry of Agriculture. READ MORE 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/30/science/striped-hyena-lebanon.html?fbclid=IwAR0wiGZaPcTw589SOaEtVplSguXtqBB3aBAwXMmjn8nUcdas0G8iWXCnQMk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/lebanon-striped-hyena-conservation-beirut-kfar-toun-africa-a9184351.html?fbclid=IwAR2kXiD2f-SgqXk_ZCGl1vz8VRIkwy8yaGPycDWnevQYgf59EU3NX-p65n8
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Greenhouse-renovation.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Greenhouse-renovation.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Dima-Faour-Klingbeil-lecture.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Amir-Ibrahim-lecture.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Documents/2019News/Gloria%20Abou%20Zeid%20-%20October%209.pdf


October 8 – Towards a Circular Economy Systems Engineering Framework | FAFS – Stratos Pistikopoulos, 
Director, Texas A&M Energy Institute, TEES Eminent Professor, Artie McFerrin Department of Chemical 
Engineering, Texas A&M University. READ MORE 

 
October 4 – An Egyptian Foreign Policy aimed at overcoming growing threats in the region and beyond 
| FAFS – HE Nazih El Naggary, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the Republic of Lebanon. READ MORE 

 
October 3 – On the edge of the precipice: the rise and proliferation of resistance to colistin, a last resort 
antibiotic | FAFS – Issmat Kassem, Assistant Professor, Food Microbiology, FAFS, AUB. READ MORE 
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To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief 

description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
 

 
 

 

T: +961-1-343002 | F: +961-1-744460 

 

E: fafs@aub.edu.lb | W: www.aub.edu.lb/fafs | Fb: www.facebook.com/aub.fafs | T: www.twitter.com/aub_fafs | I: wwww.instagram.com/aub_fafs 
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