
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your 
department’s news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

 
Dietary recommendations in times of crisis  
FAFS has taken the initiative to gather experts from different 
sectors and disciplines to bring forward dietary 
recommendations that are cost-effective and which do not 
jeopardize the health and wellbeing of the Lebanese 
population. This initiative took the form of a panel session 
entitled “Dietary recommendations to enhance the resilience 
of communities in times of crisis: Lebanon's uprising 2019" 
(December 17) as part of FAFS Lecture Series in the Michel 
and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

 

Research & Outreach 
 

 
FAFS at Water JPI workshop: Cooperation beyond Europe: the water-energy-food nexus 
Dean Mohtar was keynote speaker at the Water JPI workshops (December 3-4) on cooperation with countries beyond 
Europe in research and innovation in the water sector. The Dean participated in two sessions, during which he 
highlighted the importance of the water-food-energy nexus in identifying the new sources of water, such as treatment, 
recycling, use and reuse, to aid in addressing the scarcity challenge, and the importance of global partnership. He 
shared a recommendation for the global south to be a knowledge, dissemination and education partnership for our 
global knowledge networks. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

FAFS’ Isam Bashour collaborates with NCC in analyzing 
the soil burned by wildfires  
Dr. Isam Bashour, Professor of Soil Sciences (AGRI), joined a 
team from Nature Conservation Center (NCC) Environmental 
Services to address the devastation following the fire in 
Meshref and Damour. Dr. Bashour took two soils samples - 
one from the burned area and a second from a control space 
unaffected by the fire. READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top 
 

FAFS on revitalizing the agriculture sector: 
opportunities for digital agriculture 
As part of the “Mashreq Digital Transformation of the 
Agricultural Sector” initiative, a meeting co-hosted by FAFS 
and the World Bank Group (WBG) took place at the WBG 
premises in Beirut (December 18-19). The initiative, a 
knowledge sharing process between three Mashreq countries 
(Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon), aims at revitalizing the 
agricultural sector, boosting digital agriculture innovation, 
and raising the profile of agriculture among non-agricultural 
policymakers. READ MORE 

Back to top 
 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Dietary-Recommendations.aspx
http://www.waterjpi.eu/
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_JPIWorkshop.aspx
https://mailaub-my.sharepoint.com/personal/fafs_com_aub_edu_lb/Documents/Comm%20Team%20Day-to-day/Dean's%20Updates/Issue%20no.19%20-%20Dean's%20Updates%20December%202019/aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_NCCfire.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_revitalizingagriculture.aspx


FAFS recruitment team visits public schools 
FAFS is committed to prepare and graduate the next 
generation of leaders who will impact Lebanon and the 
region. FAFS students will become the agents of societal 
change who discover solutions to the pressing challenges of 
our community’s natural systems locally, nationally and 
globally. READ MORE 

 
Back to top  

LDEM accreditation team submits Self Evaluation 
Report to LAAB 
LDEM announces the successful and timely submission of its 
Self-Evaluation Report (SER) to Landscape Architectural 
Accreditation Board (LAAB) by the LDEM accreditation team. 
The SER details the expectations, growth, mission, and 
objectives of the bachelor of Landscape Architecture 
program. READ MORE 

Back to top 
 

 

Events 
 

 
FAFS celebrates the holidays with a potluck luncheon 
To celebrate the holiday season, FAFS brought faculty and 
staff together for a Christmas Potluck (December 12). The 
event took place at FAFS’ Nour Dajani Faculty lounge. The 
FAFS family enjoyed delicious food and desserts brought in by 
faculty and staff. READ MORE 
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Honey Day: 2019 Christmas edition special 
FAFS’ class of apiculture (AGSC 219) held a Christmas Honey 
Day at AUB. The event included an environmental awareness 
campaign about bees and Colony Collapse Disease (CCD). 
There was an observation hive with live bees, and 
opportunities for honey tasting! READ MORE 
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https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_student-recruitment.aspx
https://.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LDEM-accreditation.aspx
https://mailaub-my.sharepoint.com/personal/fafs_com_aub_edu_lb/Documents/Comm%20Team%20Day-to-day/Dean's%20Updates/Issue%20no.19%20-%20Dean's%20Updates%20December%202019/aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_holiday-potluck.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_honey-day.aspx


FAFS participates in AUB’s food drive initiative 
As part of AUB’s food drive event and in the spirit of the 
holidays, FAFS took the initiative to collect dry food items 
and/or money from interested faculty, staff and students to 
provide food to needy families. The FAFS initiative was 
organized by Dr. Jomaa and in collaboration with Dr. Lamya 
Tannous Khuri, Ms. Amelie Beyhum, and the FAFS Dean’s 
Office. READ MORE 

 
 

Back to top  

 

ESDU News 
 

 
Strengthening Women’s Resilience in a Time of Crisis 
ESDU, with its partners, Agency for Technical Cooperation 
and Development (ACTED), ABAAD, and Digital Opportunity 
Trust (DOT) Lebanon, received a new grant from the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP). READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top 
 

ESDU’s Ardi Ardak initiative 
In collaboration with Lebanese League for Women in Business 
(LLWB) and Food Heritage Foundation, ESDU hosted a 
discussion session at Zico House about the Ardi Ardak 
initiative. The initiative aims at reviving the food security 
sector by focusing on small scale holders, particularly women. 
READ MORE 
 
 

 
Back to top  

MEDSNAIL: sustainable networks for agro-food 
innovation leading in the Mediterranean 
ESDU ends 2019 by collaborating in the implementation of 
MedSNAIL (Sustainable Networks for Agro-food Innovation 
Leading in the Mediterranean). The project will address issues 
in the Mediterranean basin countries: local varieties, rural 
poverty (mostly affecting women), limited investment 
capacity of rural entrepreneurs, and lack of training on socio-
environmental sustainability, business planning, and 
marketing strategies. READ MORE 
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Obituary  
 

 
FAFS mourn the passing of agribusiness student, Laith Dkaidek.  
Laith is a Jordanian student who studied at International School of 
Choueifat in Amman (class of 2017), then joined the Agribusiness 
program in Spring 2018-2019 and registered for the fall of 2019-
2020. 
Our hearts go out to his family and friends during this difficult time. 
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Announcements 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Lecture Series | Understanding and Shaping Environmental Scarcity and Security: Interactions of 
Climate and Water Security Using Complexity Lens by Shafiqul Islam  
Date: Friday, January 10, 2020 
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 pm 
Location: Room 325, FAFS  

 
As part of the FAFS Lecture Series, you are invited to a lecture on Understanding and Shaping Environmental Scarcity 
and Security: Interactions of Climate and Water Security Using Complexity Lens by Shafiqul Islam, professor, 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Professor of Water Diplomacy, Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, Tufts University, Director of the Water Diplomacy Program, and visiting URB scholar.  
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE  
FAFS Lecture Series | What is Clustering and the Role of Clusters in Crisis by Roger Van Hoesel 
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
Time: 2:30 pm  
Place: Room 205, FAFS  
 
As part of the FAFS Lecture Series, you are invited to a lecture on the What is Clustering and the Role of Clusters in 
Crisis by Roger Van Hoesel, Managing Director, Food Valley, Netherlands. 

Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
WEFRAH social gathering 
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2020 
Time: 12:00 pm 
Location: University faculty lounge, Ada Dodge building 

Back to top 
 
 
 



 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Lecture Series | Diagnosis of the Lebanese agriculture in light of the latest financial crisis: Impact on 
2019-2020 agricultural campaign by Riad Fouad Saade  
Date: Tuesday, January 28, 2020 
Time: 3:30 pm  
Location: Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS  

 
As part of the FAFS Lecture Series, you are invited to a lecture on the Diagnosis of the Lebanese agriculture in light 
of the latest financial crisis: Impact on 2019-2020 agricultural campaign by Riad Fouad Saade, CEO, Centre de 
Recherches et d’Etudes Agricoles Libanais (CREAL). 

Back to top 

 
 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief 

description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
 

 
 

 

T: +961-1-343002 | F: +961-1-744460 

 

E: fafs@aub.edu.lb | W: www.aub.edu.lb/fafs | Fb: www.facebook.com/aub.fafs | T: www.twitter.com/aub_fafs | I: wwww.instagram.com/aub_fafs 
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