
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your department’s 
news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   

 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

In the Spotlight 

- Time to Serve l Make a Difference and participate 
in the Order of Engineers and Architects of Beirut’s 
elections 

- ESDU Won Khalifa Award for Pioneering 
Development and Productive Projects 

 

Research & Outreach 
- Samer Kharroubi and Hadi Jaafar’s new mobile 

application to regulate irrigation in agriculture  
- NFSC department receives EASO International 

Affiliate for Obesity Management accreditation 
- A WEFRAH team in Qatar for the implementation 

of the TAMU-TAMUQ-AUB Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 

- FAFS Agriculture Team collaborates with FAO to 
achieve larger yields, healthier crops, healthier 
land, and reduced chemical use 

 
Events  

- FAFS at the Graduate Open House: Join the next 
generation of FAFS Leaders of Change!   

- Ardi Ardak national food security initiative 
launched 

 
 

Lectures series & Seminars 
 
 
 
 
 

Faculty News  
- Dr. Martin Keulertz nominated for the AAP PROSE 

award 

- Roula Bachour, FAFS agent for transformative 
education 

 
Student & Alumni News  

- FAFS Alumni Dr. Rabih Kamleh helps Al Ain water to 
produce plant-based compostable bottle  

- Aline Bsaibes nominated for “10,000 Startups to 
Change the World 2020”  

- Love local nurseries and bakeries! 
 

Announcements 
- FAFS Lecture Series | Food Politics in the Middle 

East by Eckart Woertz 
- FAFS holds the Lebanese Youth Water Parliament’s 

World Water Day  
- FAFS Celebrates World Water Day 2020 
- Three Minute Thesis Competition 
- NFSC to hold NIE training course: Food 

emergencies training 
 

 

mailto:fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb


 

 

In the spotlight 
 

 
Time to Serve l Make a Difference and participate in the Order of Engineers and Architects of Beirut’s elections 
 
Dear FAFS family, 
 
Lebanon and the region are challenged by the economy and with access to primary resources and health care. I would like to 
share with you about what FAFS is doing, and how can you be engaged. I’d like to encourage those of you in Lebanon to 
exercise your rights to vote in the upcoming election of the Syndicates of Lebanese Order of Engineers.  
At FAFS, we are working on research and outreach activities to pave the way toward a robust agricultural base economy that 
will provide increasing local food production, resilient community nutrition and health, better access to safer water, and 
improved rural community livelihoods through a healthy agroindustry, training and extension services for new investors in the 
food system. We must continue to recruit high caliber students to join and lead our effort towards a national food, water, and 
ecosystem plan. We must also provide the scholarships that will help support needy students of high potential impact. I invite 
each of you to join and work with us on these initiatives: support our community at home and in the region. We need you! 
Together, we seek a brighter future. For those residing in Lebanon, this week offers an opportunity to work toward these 
targets. I encourage you to exercise your rights by voting in the Syndicates election. We need candidates with demonstrated 
leadership who are aligned with our vision; candidates who will seek to implement the plan FAFS has advocated. This year, the 
Order of Engineers and Architects of Beirut (OEA-Beirut) will hold elections in two stages:  

Stage one (March 8, 2020): Election of 5 members for Branch 1 (Civil) and Branch 7 (Agriculture), plus 253 new 
Council representatives.  
Stage two (April 4, 2020): Election of President of the Syndicate, plus 5 Council members (3 general assembly 
members, 1 each for Agriculture and Civil).  
 

We encourage you to make a difference! Participate in these elections! 
Back to top 

ESDU Won Khalifa Award for "Pioneering Development and 
Productive Projects 
The Climate-Smart Livelihoods Initiatives and Market Access Tailoring 
project presented by ESDU was pronounced among the 5 winners of 
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 
2020. The project won the "Pioneering Development and Productive 
Projects award". READ MORE 

 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESDUKhalifaAward.aspx


 

Research & Outreach 
 

 
Samer Kharroubi and Hadi Jaafar’s new mobile application to 
regulate irrigation in agriculture  
Irrigation needed in agriculture can now be regulated using a smart 
mobile application, developed through the great collaborative efforts 
of FAFS Professors Samer Kharroubi and Hadi Jaafar. The new 
application was introduced to Lebanese farmers and engineers in a 
one-day workshop organized at the Platinum Hotel, Tyre (January 30). 
The adoption of the application will help Lebanese farmers to better 
manage their irrigated land, reduce energy use, and improve crop 
yields.  READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
 

NFSC department receives EASO International Affiliate for 
Obesity Management accreditation  
The European Association for the Study of Obesity (EASO) has granted 
NFSC Department the “EASO International Affiliate COM status”. NFSC 
department is known to be a leading center in addressing obesity and 
its related diseases, through research and training. NFSC has become 
one of EASO’s internationally affiliated entities located outside Europe 
and as a member of this network, it will have the opportunity to 
contribute to a number of important EASO projects.  READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

A WEFRAH team in Qatar for the implementation of the TAMU-
TAMUQ-AUB Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
A WEFRAH delegation visited key institutions in Qatar to develop 
research, extension, and education opportunities that address the 
common interests of Lebanon and Qatar.  The visit followed an earlier 
one to AUB by representatives of the Texas A&M Energy Institute and 
Texas A&M-Qatar, also with the purpose of implementing the existing 
MoU. READ MORE 
 

 
 
 

Back to top 
 

FAFS Agriculture Team collaborates with FAO to achieve larger 
yields, healthier crops, healthier land, and reduced chemical use.  
During the 2019 potato season, FAFS faculty members Drs. Isam 
Bashour, Mustapha Haidar and Yousef Abou Jawdeh collaborated with 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in a project to develop a 
program for sustainable fertilization and crop management of the 
potato crop in the Bekaa. The project focused on the economic, 
environmental, and health aspects of potato production, where eight of 
nine field trials produced higher-yields with less fertilizer and pesticide 
than normally applied by the farmers. READ MORE 
 

 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Farmersworkshop.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_EASOAccrediation.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_WEFRAHinQatar.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_BashourSoilTraining.aspx


Back to top 
 

Events  
 

 

FAFS at the Graduate Open House: Join the next generation of 
FAFS Leaders of Change!  
FAFS promotes Healthy Earth, Healthy Food and Healthy People! Under 
this theme, the FAFS team introduced potential students to FAFS 
graduate programs during AUB’s Eighth Annual Open House for 
Graduate Studies at West Hall. Dr. Samer Kharroubi presented FAFS and 
invited attendees to join the faculty’s efforts in addressing issues of 
local, regional and global relevance at the nexus of water, food, energy 
and health. The FAFS booth was exceptional this year; featuring a TV, 
framed in a floral arrangement prepared by LDEM, running animations 
about FAFS; in addition to informative banners, flyers, and a draw for 
stand visitors to win prizes. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

Ardi Ardak national food security initiative launched 
In light of the current socio-economic crisis, ESDU launched the Ardi 
Ardak initiative, in partnership with the Lebanese League for Women in 
Business (LLWB), the Food Heritage Foundation (FHF), and Ziko 
House.  Ardi Ardak works on offering small-scale producers access to 
knowledge, resources, and marketing channels; as well as offering urban 
consumers access to local healthy produce. It also promotes sustainable 
eco-friendly agricultural practices and innovative food processing 
linking innovation to traditional authentic production. READ MORE 

Back to top 
 

 
 
Faculty News  

 
 

Martin Keulertz nominated for the AAP PROSE award 
The Association of American Publishers (AAP) unveiled finalists for the 
2020 Professional and Scholarly Excellence (PROSE) Awards honoring 
scholarly works published in 2019 (February 12). FAFS’ Dr. Martin 
Keulertz, key editor of The Oxford Handbook of Food, Water and Society, 
became a finalist in the category “Environmental Science,” nominated 
together with his team: Dr. Brendan Bromwich, Dr. Anthony Colman, and 
Professor Tony Allan of SOAS and KCL, University of London.  READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_FAFSGraduateOpenHouse.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ArdiArdakworkshop.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_AAPProseAward.aspx


 
Roula Bachour, FAFS agent for transformative education 
Dr. Roula Bachour joined FAFS Dean’s Office to manage the 
Transforming Higher Education project of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in 
collaboration with GCHERA, EARTH University and four pilot institutions 
in Haiti and Mexico.  The project assisted the pilot institutions in 
developing and adapting transformative agendas and action plans for 
their educational models.  Dr. Bachour also advises the team working on 
a FAO project for a WEF Nexus case study for the Bekaa valley.  READ 
MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

 
Student & Alumni News  

 
 
FAFS Alumni Dr. Rabih Kamleh helps Al Ain water to produce 
plant-based compostable bottle 
Dr. Rabih Kamleh, FAFS Alumnus (MS, Food Technology) and senior vice 
president at Agthia Group, Al Ain's parent company, proudly launched 
the region's first, locally made, plant-based water bottle for commercial 
use. This project reflects the importance of environmental sustainability 
that is a major driver of FAFS activities. We pride in featuring the 
sustainable achievements of our graduates. 

here. 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 

 

 

Aline Bsaibes nominated for “10,000 Startups to Change the 
World 2020” 
FAFS alumna, Aline Bsaibes, BSc in Agriculture (2000) and MSc in 
irrigation and soil science (2002), is nominated for the 10,000 startups 
to change the World 2020.  
This competition, held by La Tribune in France, works to identify and 
highlight entrepreneurial diversity in France. It encourages applicants 
to apply to one of six categories that embody the greatest challenges 
of the 21st century.  
Show your support for our fellow AUBites and vote here before March 
13. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_transformingkelloggproject.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_transformingkelloggproject.aspx
https://cms2.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_FAFSAlumniRabihKamleh.aspx
https://evenement.latribune.fr/10-000-startups-pour-changer-le-monde/finalistes-2020/#1484


Love local nurseries and bakeries! 
The Landscape Architecture Student Society spread love and awareness 
in support of local suppliers, in the current times of crisis facing the 
country. The LASS Valentine’s Day event is an important initiative that 
offered a chance for students, faculty, and staff to surprise loved ones 
while also contributing to the community. READ MORE 

 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 

Lectures series and Seminars  
 

 
February 5 – "Strengthening Exports of Fruits and Vegetables from Lebanon to European and Regional 
Markets” | Rene Moawad Foundation at AREC READ MORE 
 

February 8-9 –  Manufactured Regional Scarcity: The Middle East and North Africa under Global Food Regimes 
| Beirut – Giuliano Martiniello,  Assistant Professor, Rural Community Development, FAFS. READ MORE            
 

February 12  –   The workshop ‘for Soil analysis, Water analysis, Nutrient plant tissue analysis, Potatoes Cyst 
Nematodes (PCN) and Pesticides Residues among the four value chains” | FAFS – Rene Moawad Foundation. 
READ MORE 
 

February 19 –  FAFS, AUB, and the Thawra: Beyond Protesting in the Streets| FAFS– Patricia Nabti,  Professor, 
NGO Director, and Consultant | Certified Volunteer Administrator (CVA). READ MORE 
 

February 20-21 –  The State of Food Security and Nutrition in MENA region | FAO Regional Consultative 
Technical Meeting - Cairo - Nahla Hwalla,  Professor of Nutrition and Food Sciences, FAFS. READ MORE 

 

February 25 – Training water authority labs in North Lebanon in collaboration with FAO – Isam Bashour, 
Professor of Soil, Interim Chairperson, FAFS.  READ MORE 
 

 

Announcements 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Lecture Series | Food Politics in the Middle East by Eckart Woertz 
Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
Time: 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Location: Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
 

     Back 

to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS holds the Lebanese Youth Water Parliament’s World Water Day 
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LASSvalentinesday.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_RMFatFAFS.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Regionalismworkshopmartiniello.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_RMFatFAFS.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_RMFatFAFS.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_FAFSaubtharwa.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_DrHwallaFAOworkshop.aspx
https://cms2.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_BashourWaterTraining.aspx


Time: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm  
Location: FAFS Courtyard and Michel and Sherine Bayoud lecture hall 
 

              Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Celebrates World Water Day 2020 
Seminar and Panel discussion  
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 
Time: 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Location: Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
 
Student Activities  
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020  
Time: 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  
Location: FAFS Courtyard, West Hall Courtyard, and FHS Courtyard  

Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
Three Minute Thesis Competition  
Deadline: March  31, 2020 
Winner Announcement: April 30, 2020 
 
FAFS seeks contestants for its first annual Three minute Thesis competition supported by FAFS’ alumni and  EAB Vice-
Chairperson  Mr. Michel Bayoud. In this competition, the challenge for the students is to creatively condense their research 
into a three-minute presentation to a general audience. Winners receive cash prizes!  
To learn how to register and to read more about the competition, click here.   

Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
NFSC to hold NIE training course: Food emergencies training 
Date: June 15-27  
Time: all day  
Location: AUB 
 
As part of a global initiative to increase capacity in emergency nutrition, NFSC in collaboration with the Institute of Global 
Health (part of University College London) will run, for the 10th year, an eleven-day course in Nutrition in Emergencies (NIE) in 
Beirut. This course provides a unique opportunity to strengthen organizational capacity to respond effectively in 
emergencies.    

Back to 
top 

 
 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief description, picture, 

and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Documents/Three%20Minutes%20Thesis%20-%20Info%20022720.pdf
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Events/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:fafs_com@aub.edu.lb
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/Documents/DeansUpdates/FAFS%20Dean%27s%20Updates%20Issue%20no.20.pdf
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