
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your 
department’s news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb 
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In the spotlight 
 

 
Message from the Dean: FAFS Strategic Plan 
 
Dear FAFS family and friends,  
It is my pleasure to announce the FAFS 2025, a celebration of FAFS’ history and a bridge into its future: building on our 
proven strengths as we move forward into our promising future.  FAFS 2025 focuses on continued excellence in 
discovery, learning, and engagement and build upon this excellence to impact the agriculture, food, nutrition, and 
environment sectors through effective partnerships.  
 
FAFS 2025 celebrates our activities in three overarching areas. Integrating the Nexus of water, energy, food, and health; 
Broadening student learning to include service and experiential learning; and Developing a comprehensive engagement 
strategy that links FAFS with its stakeholders.  
 
FAFS seeks ABET (Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology, Inc.) to achieve full accreditation for each of its 
programs and disciplines. FAFS has also launched several strategic initiatives aligned with its strategic goals. These 
initiatives include WEFRAH the water, energy, food, health nexus initiative, revitalizing AREC as a hub of innovation for 
the water-energy-food-health Nexus, aligning these activities with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and in 
each of these, linking the science developed within the AUB community to the policy and implementation that 
promotes the national sustainability agenda. The experiential learning model is the link that ties all AUB units together 
beneath a single umbrella through joint service and experiential learning activities. FAFS 2025 aligns with the 
president’s strategic plan for AUB: all of FAFS’ strategic goals are matched to those set by the President's and University 
plan VITAL. 
 
A video celebrating FAFS achievements and highlights of FAFS 2025 were presented to FAFS faculty and to the Board 
of Trustees at their March meeting in New York. 
 
I look forward to working with you all on realizing FAFS 2025! 
 
Go FAFS 
 
Rabi 

Back to top 

Orientation workshop at EARTH University in Costa 
Rica 
An orientation workshop was organized at EARTH University, 
Costa Rica, on February 4-6, 2019 for the Transforming Higher 
Education project by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, in 
partnership with the AUB initiative led by the FAFS, The Global 
Confederation of Higher Education Associations for 
Agricultural and Life Sciences (GCHERA), and EARTH 
University. The workshop goal was to share innovative 
experiences and learn from EARTH University and the 
GCHERA network, while stimulating the university 
transformation processes. The workshop also provided the 
opportunity for interested GCHERA participating universities 
to firmly commit to the project goal of educational change. 
READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Transforming-Higher-Education-Costa-Rica.aspx


I Love FAFS! 
Go to the Fafs Courtyard and make sure to take your pictures next to the new I Love FAFS structure. Don’t forget to tag 
FAFS when you post your picture on your social media platforms, tagging FAFS: Facebook and Twitter. 
This structure was built at AREC. We greatly appreciate AREC team’s hard work and dedication. Thank you! 
 

     
 

Back to top 

 

Research & Outreach 
 

 
NFSC’s iodine procedure certified in EQUIP 
The Nutrition and Food Sciences department (NFSC) was 
awarded the certificate of performance by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC, USA). The certificate 
bestows official accreditation of NFSC’s validated technique 
for iodine measurement: EQUIP (Ensuring the Quality of 
Urinary Iodine Procedures). With joint grants from the Iodine 
Global Network, UNICEF, and USAID, NFSC will establish a 
certified laboratory on campus to become the only active, 
reliable reference for monitoring iodine statuses in Lebanon 
and the region. READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top  

Panel Discussion: 9th International Conference on Effective Teaching and Learning in Higher Education 
addresses Global Design Team (GDT) 
As part of the Ninth International Conference on Effective Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, organized by the 
Center of Teaching and Learning (CTL) at AUB (February 15-16, 2019), Dr. Maya Nabhani, Ms. Rachel Bahn, and Dr. 
Roula Bachour comprised a FAFS team that participated in a panel discussion during which they presented the Global 
Design Team (GDT) Approach to Interdisciplinary Learning, including its elements and plans for implementation at FAFS. 
READ MORE 

Back to top 

AUB becomes a member in the Global Alliance Climate-
Smart Agriculture (GACSA) 
FAFS is glad to announce that AUB has joined the Global 
Alliance Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA). This membership 
is a commitment to working together to realize a food secure 
and climate resilient planet. 
To know more about GASCA, click here. 

Back to top 

 

http://www.facebook.com/aub.fafs
http://www.twitter.com/aub_fafs
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_EQUIP.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_CTL-Conference-GDT.aspx
http://www.fao.org/gacsa


CLIMAT: First Round of Training 
ESDU kicked off the first round of training on Sustainable 
Agriculture Practices in early February. Part of the CLIMAT 
(Climate-Smart Livelihoods Initiatives and Market Access 
Tailoring) project, funded by the German Cooperation 
through the World Food Program (WFP), the training includes 
8 essential topics for sustainable agriculture practice. READ 
MORE 

 
Back to top  

 

Events 
 

 

FAO Representatives visit AREC 
FAO representatives Kakoli Ghosh (Rome, Italy), Imad Nahhal 
(Baabda, Lebanon), joined with Lamis Chalak, Head of Plant 
Production Department and National Committee for Plant 
Genetic Resources, Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute 
(LARI), visited AREC (January 31) to discuss future plans for 
the center to become a hub for training farmers in the Beqaa 
plain including planting potato seeds and establishing demo 
plots in the spring. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

 

IWMI at AREC 
The International Water Management Institute of the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
(IWMI - CGIAR) team, including Dr. Amgad Elmahdi, Head of 
IWMI-MENA, and Dr. Julie Van Der Blick, Director of 
Partnerships and Knowledge Management, visited AREC on 
February 2, 2019 and toured classrooms, guesthouses, seed 
bank, animal barns, vertical agriculture system, aquaculture 
unit, and the local Baalbek temples. READ MORE 

 
Back to top  

FAFS alumni: a great support on AUB Giving Day 
The FAFS family extends deep gratitude to its loyal, dedicated 
alumni for their wonderful support on AUB Giving Day. This 
devotion was clearly expressed on Wednesday February 20, 
2019, when, in the presence of FAFS faculty and staff, the 
Office of Advancement team presented the Faculty with a 
matching cheque in the amount of nearly $29,000! The gift 
will be deposited in the Dean’s revolving fund and used, at the 
Dean’s discretion, to support faculty, student teaching, 
research and service activities, facility improvements, 
procurement of critical equipment, and several ad-hoc 
events, such as conferences and seminars. Thank you FAFS 
alumni! READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_CLIMAT-First-Round-of-Training.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_CLIMAT-First-Round-of-Training.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_FAO-Rep-visit-AREC.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_IWMI-at-AREC.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Giving-Day-cheque-.aspx


Town Hall with FAFS Students 
More than 50 students from a variety of FAFS disciplines 
attended a Town Hall (February 13, 2019), where FAFS 
management discussed the importance of the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (UN-SDGs), the 
WEFRAH initiative, and the FAFS 2025 strategic plan. Students 
also had the opportunity to raise important issues and 
questions about curricula, internships, and any faculty or 
academic related matters. 
 

Back to top  

New Women’s National Record and First Place by FAFS 
student  
FAFS landscape architecture student Tara Kanj (4th year) set 
a new women’s national record by winning first place in the 
400m relay at the Turkish indoor Championship. 
Congratulations Tara! The FAFS community wishes you 
continued strength and all the luck in your future endeavors. 
 
 
 

Back to top 
 

February Souk Aal Souk visits AUB and ACS 
ESDU, in partnership with the Food Heritage Foundation and 
FAFS, organized its monthly Souk Aal Souk – Farmers’ Market 
in the FAFS courtyard on February 21. The souk hosted local 
food producers, who offered students, university staff, and 
visitors many healthy choices for breakfast and lunch, plus 
mouneh and an assortment of handicrafts. Souk Aal Souk was 
invited by the American Community School (ACS), Beirut, on 
February 7. The ACS school administration saw this as an 
opportunity to promote healthy, traditional food to their 
students while helping to connect them with local food 
producers. 
 

Back to top 
 

A warm night of activities enjoyed by FAFS students at 
AREC 
The FAFS student representative committee (SRC) and the 
Nutrition Student Society organized this year’s annual AREC 
Night, February 16-17, 2019. Despite the cold weather, 
students enjoyed fun activities that began with a tour of AREC 
premises, including the farm, creamery, dorms and many 
animal breeds housed there. READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 
 
 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_AREC-Night.aspx


WEFRAH 
 

 
WEFRAH updates 
Following the WEFRAH call for proposals and workshop on 
January 24, a total of 63 applicants, including AUB faculty and 
staff and members of the private and public sectors, 
collaborated on topics related to water, energy, food and 
health themes. Three-page concept notes addressed the 
main criteria: interdisciplinarity, novelty/innovation, 
feasibility and potential impact, as well as rationale and 
significance to Lebanon and the region, objectives and key 
research questions, methodology, expected results, 
intellectual merit, expected societal impact, team expertise, 
and budget. There were 17 PIs, 44 Co-PIs, and 22 Co-Is in a 
total of 17 concept notes submitted. A committee of AUB 
Deans evaluated them and selected 11 to submit a full 
proposal during March 2019. Notification of awards will be 
announced April 5; funding will begin in mid-April. 

 
Back to top 

 

 
Faculty News 

 
 

Bechaaleh’s 1400-year-old Olive Trees documented in 
participation with Dr. Isam Bashour 
The Bechaaleh Organization for Development and the 
Municipality of Bechaaleh requested the assistance of Isam 
Bashour, professor and chairperson, Department of 
Agriculture, FAFS, in documenting the antiquity of the town’s 
olive trees. Dr. Bashour’s work revealed the estimated ages of 
some of the trees to be 1,400 years old, possibly making them 
the oldest olive trees in Lebanon, and in the world at their 
altitude. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

 

Dr. Imad Toufeili attends JECFA Meeting  
Dr. Imad Toufeili, professor and chair, Department of Nutrition and Food Sciences, was invited to a meeting of the Joint 
FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA). The meeting at FAO headquarters, Rome, Italy on December 
11-14, 2018, addressed the safety evaluation of food enzymes. Experts deliberated on the use of enzymes in food 
processing and approaches for their safety evaluation. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Bechaa'leh-Tree-Documentation.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_JECFA-meeting.aspx


Dr. Yaser Abunnasr’s NAWAMED and MedSNAIL 
projects receive grants 
Dr. Yaser Abunnasr, associate professor, Landscape and 
Architecture Department, received two EU grants for the 
amount of €751,000 and €360,840 as part of the European 
Neighbourhood Instrument’s Cross border cooperation (ENI 
CBC) Mediterranean Sea Basin Program for his projects 
Nature Based Solutions for Domestic Water Reuse in 
Mediterranean Countries (NAWAMED) and Sustainable 
Networks for Agro-food innovation in the Mediterranean 
(MedSNAIL). READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

Planning for Climate Change: Reader in Green 
Infrastructure and Sustainable Design for Resilient 
Cities, co-authored by Dr. Yaser Abunnasr 
Dr. Yaser Abunnasr, associate professor, LDEM, published his 
book, co-authored with Elisabeth M. Hamin Infield and Robert 
Rayan. The book Planning for Climate Change: Reader in 
Green Infrastructure and Sustainable Design for Resilient 
Cities, is an innovative reader that brings together the topics 
of climate adaptation and green infrastructure to encourage 
a more hopeful perspective on the great challenge by 
exploring these subjects and potential local solutions. READ 
MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

 

Alumni and Students News 
 

 

FAFS alumna Dr. Rayane AbuSabha: Executive Director 
ACEND 
Congratulations to FAFS alumna Dr. Rayane AbuSabha, on 
being named Executive Director of Accreditation Council for 
Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND). AbuSabha, 
Senior Program Manager in ACEND, will succeed Mary 
Gregoire, PhD, RD, who retires May 31, 2019. READ MORE 
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https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Yasser-Abunasr-NAWAMED-MedSNAIL.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Abunnasr-coauthors-book.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Abunnasr-coauthors-book.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Rayane-AbuSabha-Executive-Director-ACEND.aspx


FAFS alumnus Dr. Amir Ibrahim recognized by Texas 
A&M, CSSA, and ASA 
FAFS is honored to announce that its alumnus Dr. Amir 
Ibrahim (MS, Crop Production, 1994) was named by the Texas 
A&M Board of Regents as a Regents Professor in recognition 
of his exemplary contributions to the university, and to the 
people of Texas. READ MORE 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top  

FAFS alumna Dr. Nada Toueir appointed at Lincoln 
University, Christchurch 
FAFS congratulates alumna Dr. Nada Toueir, newly appointed 
lecturer at the School of Landscape Architecture, Lincoln 
University, Christchurch, New Zealand. Toueir was among the 
graduates of the first FAFS class in Landscape Design & 
Ecosystem Management (BS, 2004). Before moving to New 
Zealand, Toueir worked in Montreal, Canada, teaching design 
studios and theoretical courses. 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 
 

New Cohort at AREC 
On February 23, 2019, AREC welcomed 16 undergraduate 
students from Agriculture III who will be at the center during 
spring and summer semesters of 2019, completing course 
requirements and gaining practical experience in multiple 
agriculture sectors, taking full advantage of the opportunities 
and facilities offered within the 100-hectare farm. 
 
 

Back to top 
 

FAFS student Ranim Koleilat receives ‘Rasha and 
Nouhad Daouk Student Development Award’ 
Congratulations to FAFS’ student Ranim Koleilat, Ecosystem 
Management, Landscape and Architecture Department, on 
her selection by Dean Mohtar as the first recipient of the new 
Student travel grant the “Rasha and Nouhad Daouk Student 
Development Award”. The grant will allow Koleilat to attend 
the 2019 ‘Children and Nature Network’ international 
conference in Oakland, California (May 2019), where she will 
present her thesis research The Learning Landscape of 
Biophilia: Design guidelines for kindergarten Schools with 
Marginal Space and Resources. 
 

Back to top 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Amir-Ibrahim-Regents-Professor-Texas-A&M.aspx


Landscape Architecture Student Society: Christmas 
plant sale and certificate 
The Landscape Architecture Student Society (LASS), in 
collaboration with the Association of Volunteers in 
International Service (AVSI) Foundation and UNICEF, held a 
Christmas plant sale (December 2018). LASS received a 
certificate of recognition for the initiative Agriculture 
Vocational Education and Training for Vulnerable Adolescents 
in Lebanon, a project funded by UKaid and the German 
Corporation. This projects aims to empower women in 
agriculture and support Lebanese nurseries, which engaged 
vulnerable youth in internships and job opportunities.  

 
Back to top 

 

LDEM student society newsletter 
The Landscape Architecture Student Society (LASS) organized 
and participated in various activities during the fall 2018-2019 
semester.  Activities included internship workshops, Baysour 
ethnobotanical garden project, breast cancer awareness, 
Santa’s plants, and much more. Read more about it in their 
newsletter. 

Back to top 

 

LDEM faculty and students visit Lebanese schools 
Under this year's vision of promoting the importance of 
landscape architecture and reaching out for the community, 
LDEM decided to visit some of the schools around Lebanon 
where they presented the landscape architecture profession 
and program at FAFS. 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top  
 

Announcements 
 

 

APPLY NOW! 
Waterlution 
Water Innovation Lab – Lebanon 
 
What: the largest water innovation event of the Arab World, dedicated to developing the next generation of water 

leaders!  
When: June 8 – 10, 2019, Field Tours from Beirut to Bekaa Valley 
 June 10 – 14, 2019, Intensive Training in Leadership, Systems-Thinking, and Developing Co-Innovation Projects 
Who:  Community leaders, students, and young professionals between the ages of 18 and 30, interested in solving 

urban, rural, and industrial water challenges in Lebanon. 
Apply and read more: https://bit.ly/2tCbUW8  
Application deadline: April 30, 2019 

Back to top 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/ldem/Documents/LASS%20Newsletter%20Fall%202018-2019.jpg
https://bit.ly/2tCbUW8


SAVE THE DATE 
World Water Day 
Date: March 22, 2019 
Time: 11 am - 2 pm 
Location: West Hall, Van Dyck and FAFS Courtyard 
 
FAFS, in collaboration with FHS, invites you to celebrate World Water Day and engage in fun activities. 

Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Lecture Series: Healthy dietary patterns: are they also sustainable? The case of Lebanon by Dr. 
Farah Naja 
Date: March 27, 2019 
Time: 4 - 5 pm 
Location: Michel & Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
 
As part of the FAFS Lecture Series, and in celebration of National Nutrition Month (March), FAFS invites you to an 
open lecture on "Healthy dietary patterns: are they also sustainable? The case of Lebanon" by Dr. Farah Naja, 
Associate Professor of Nutritional Epidemiology, FAFS, AUB. 
 

Click here for more info! 
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
AUB Seeds of Hope 
Date: March 31, 2019 
Time: 8 am - 2 pm 
Location: Hammana, Falougha, and surrounding villages 
 
FAFS and Nature Conservation Center cordially invite you to the first AUB Seeds of Hope. 
Join us in planting forest tree seeds! 
This is a free event. Registration is required. 
Register online: bit.ly/2ICfuKc BEFORE Friday, March 22, 2019 
 

Click here for the event poster! 
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
The Lebanese Agro-Food Industry and Universities: A LOVE-HATE Relationship Seminar 
Date: April 11, 2019 
Time: 9 am - 2 pm 
Location: Michel & Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
Participate & Register: Registration is FREE.  
RSVP: abiad-lab@aub.edu.lb 
 
This seminar sheds light on the importance of bridging the Lebanese industry professionals, in general, and the agro-
food industry professionals in specific with local research and academic institutions and universities. The seminar 
will discuss through various viewpoints and experiences the challenges and opportunities to build successful links 
between the parties of interest. 
 

Click here for more info! 
Back to top 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/events/pages/details.aspx?ItemId=105
https://bit.ly/2ICfuKc
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Events/Documents/F-aub%20seeds%20of%20hope%20poster.pdf
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/events/pages/details.aspx?ItemId=107


Lectures series and Seminars 
 
 

February 27 – Toward Enhancement of the Mediterranean Diet in Lebanon: A Call for Action | Mövenpick 
Hotel & Resort, Beirut – Panel presentations by four NFSC Professors: Lara Nasreddine and Farah Naja in the 
panel Adherence to the Mediterranean Diet in Lebanon: Examining the Evidence; Lamis Jomaa and Nahla Hwalla, in 
the panel Enhancing Adherence to Mediterranean Diet: Recommendation and Policy Implications. READ MORE 

 
 

February 19/21 – Towards Sustainable Production of Safer Fruits and Vegetables: Development and Use 
of Biological Control in Greenhouse Grown Vegetables | FAFS / Syndicate of Engineers – Keynote speaker: 
Dr. Don Elliott, specialist in biological control and integrated pest management (IPM), British Colombia, Canada. 
Collaborating scientists / speakers at the workshop: Professor Bruce L. Parker, Program Leader, University of 
Vermont Entomology Research Laboratory (UVM); Research Professor Margaret Skinner, UVM Extension 
Entomologist; Professor Imad Saoud, Biology, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, AUB; and Professor Yusuf Abou Jawdah, 
Agriculture, FAFS, AUB. READ MORE 

 
 

February 20 – Transforming Agriculture Through the Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence, and Big 
Data Analytics | FAFS – Speakers: Mazen Saghir, Associate Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering, 
MSFEA; Mariette Awad, Associate Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering, MSFEA; Hadi Jaafar, Assistant 
Professor, Agriculture, FAFS; Fatima Abu Salem, Associate Professor, Computer Sciences, FAS. Moderator: Hazem 
Hajj, Associate Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering, MSFEA. READ MORE 

 
 

February 1 – Transforming food and agriculture to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals- Is it 
possible? | FAFS – Dr. Kakoli Ghosh, Coordinator Partnerships, Strategic Program on Sustainable Agriculture, FAO. 
READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief 

description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
 

 
 

 

T: +961-1-343002 | F: +961-1-744460 
 

E: fafs@aub.edu.lb | W: www.aub.edu.lb/fafs | Fb: www.facebook.com/aub.fafs | T: www.twitter.com/aub_fafs 
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