
“ I will be eternally grateful for the invaluable,  
expert advice received from my dedicated professors 

throughout my graduate studies at FAFS.  
The RCODE program has widened my knowledge 
in multiple disciplines and equipped me with the 
necessary research and writing skills to pursue 

a higher level of education. 
RCODE allowed me to engage in a cosmopolitan and 

diverse intellectual environment, with colleagues from 
Uganda, Somalia, the United States, Germany and the 

Arab world. At the end of this path, I managed to publish 
an academic paper in an internationally recognized 
journal, hopefully expanding my chances to pursue  

doctoral studies.”
Nadiya Ibrahim, MSc 2018
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Enable  
sustainable livelihoods and food 

systems in MENA region and 
the Global South by applying rural 

development theories and practices

Address 
rural development challenges  

(poverty, malnutrition, migration, natural 
resource management, ecosystem 
deterioration, and food insecurity) 
through effective research design

Empower 
 communities in need by addressing 

existing and emerging socio-ecological 
challenges in rural areas 

Rural Community 
Development (RCODE) 

-MSc. Program-



Job Opportunities
Successful RCODE graduates proceed 

towards doctoral studies or join academic 
and research institutes. Many of our 

students pursue careers at prestigious 
global development agencies such as 

UNDP, ESCWA, FAO, and WFP or with local 
NGOs and civil society organizations. 

Others join government ministries, 
such as Social Affairs, Agriculture, 

Environment, Education, Communication, 
Health and Nutrition. 

AUB’s Rural Community Development Program 
(RCODE) is the first graduate level program 
of its kind in the MENA region. RCODE uses 
education, community driven action research, 
and policy oriented interventions to learn 
about and effectively address the challenges 
of rural development. 
One of the most vulnerable to climate 
change and highly dependent on food 
imports, MENA continues to fall behind on 
many key development indicators. MENA 
suffers from increasing cycles of hunger and 
malnutrition, persistent poverty, limited 
economic opportunities, and environmental 
degradation. In its rural areas, poverty is 
prevalent and livelihoods are threatened by 
the overuse of agricultural resources, changing 
farming systems, and growing environmental 
threats, which are reaching crisis levels in 
many parts of the world. 

Outreach 
and Development
In collaboration with FAFS’ research and 
development center, the Environment and 
Sustainable Development Unit (ESDU), 
RCODE students participate in a diverse 
series of practical community development 
projects, including rural micro-credit, 
community kitchens, environmentally 
sustainable food systems, integration 
of smallholders into agricultural value 
chains, and humanitarian development 
interventions for refugees. 

Rural Community 
Development Program 
(RCODE) 33 credits, thesis or non-thesis 

The MSc in Rural Community Development uses 
multidisciplinary approaches to address the social, 
political, economic, and environmental dimensions 
of rural development. RCODE provides practical tools 
and analytical skills to unpack the key development 
challenges of rural societies in MENA and the 
Global South; challenges that include poverty, 
inequality, malnutrition, health insecurity, natural 
resources depletion, rural-urban migrations, 
environmental deterioration, and climate change. 
RCODE equips the next generation of development 
scholars and practitioners with the knowledge and 
skills required for addressing societal challenges, 
designing policies, and implementing programs 
for effective, sustainable development.

Scan here for  
RCODE website


