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e Early impacts of COVID-19 on food security
via availability dimension.

* Disruption of COVID-19 greater for labor-
intensive, fresh, perishable foods: FFV, dairy

* Trade is critical for food systems and food
security, especially during crisis. Keeping
trade open takes cooperation, transparent
market data.

* COVID-19 is an opportunity to challenge
orthodoxies in food system(s).

* Ongoing debate: Will COVID-19 ultimately
be pro-globalization or anti-globalization?

* Diversification of suppliers
* Shortening of supply chains
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Bap s * Impacts in Global South disproportionately
S affect the poor, vulnerable:

R AR R G el P * Small farmers lost markets (e.g., Brazil)

* Migrant workers stopped from working

e Larger retailers gained over small, traditional

* Households with insufficient housing, less access to
water & sanitation, poorer nutritional health are
also more susceptible to disrupted employment,
education, & disease

e COVID amplified existing FNS challenges
* COVID + other crises: natural, economic

ONLINE

impecsniocd :
SEMINAR SERIES i i * Governments in Global South lack tools to
The impact of COVID-19 e . I I
L Global b Secu"ty ey respond: price controls, social safety nets.
D . * Rising calls for local, circular economies rooted
> & i in agroecology post-COVID and changes in

rural-urban structures.




(_\ American University of Beirut
Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences

Food Security Program

ONLINE
SEMINAR SERIES

The Impact of COVID-19
on Global Food Security

Thursday, May 7, 2020
11:00 am (Beirut Tim

0 & &3

Webinar Session 3:
COVID-19 Lessons for
Water and Climate

Our Speakers

Rachael McDonnell
International Water
Management institute

Rabi Mohtar American
University of Beirut (AUB)

Mark Mulligan King's
College London

Alain Nicol international
Water Management institute
Cecilia Tortajada National
University of Singapore

Jeroen Wamer Wageningen

University & Research

 COVID-19 adds to existing challenges to
agriculture and food security: sustainability,
climate change (co-disasters)

 Complex crises may challenge top-down systems
where operation, innovation are locally
controlled (like agricultural water use).

e Attention is needed to understand, address
impacts on most marginalized, vulnerable.

* Resilience co-benefits: Efforts to improve water
resilience help communities weather COVID

 Big shifts are possible, but only happen when
“no other choice” is possible.

* Water must be added to the global climate
change agenda.
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* Projected impacts of COVID:
* Poverty rising
* Acute hunger rising, to double by end-2020
e Wasting in children up 20% (5-10 million)

* Impacts worst in areas already hard-hit, among the
most vulnerable

F Faculty of Agricultural
\ and Food Sciences
Aszrras ey sl dors F0Od Security Program
Lot iShsk

* Malnourishment increases vulnerability to disease.
Healthy diets can support prevention & treatment
of disease.

* Interventions: protections for food system workers,
maintain market access (safely), income support,

(S)I!:ll\ll'llll:JE\R SERIES e social protections, nutrition-specific interventions
The impact of COVID-19 i, * Real-time data collection & program monitoring are
on Global Food Security ey essential to guide, adjust interventions in short- &
Py L onc HJ o facsbosk comlaua fa o ﬁz’izz”m:"m’"’"‘ |ong_te rm.

& g:,;m}:z::: * Lebanon: Existing program for refugee & host community

support via food retail system allows for quick study of
price changes, changes in purchasing habits.
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* COVID is an opportunity for radical new
thinking around food systems — but little
evidence so far.

* Sustainability concerns/lessons emerging:
* Production, sale of animal protein
* Increasing food waste (short term?)
* |nsufficient agri water productivity, pricing

* To change unsustainable aspects of food
systems, we need political will, goodwill,

ONLINE

SEMINAR SERIES coordination, and internalization of
The Impact of COVID-19 : L

o Glokal Food Security environmental/health externalities.

Thursday, May 21, 2020 Live on:
4:00 pm (Beirut Time) €3 hitps:/jveww facebook com/aub fafs fop
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* MENA progress toward FNS:

= * Already limited in recent years

e Slowed in 2019 due to conflict, weather, econ
e COVID worsened, will raise acute hunger

(RAUB sz

* Strategic responses must:
 Build on strong political will and support
Address long-term challenges + COVID impacts

Emphasize local, shorter supply chains when
s possible

Ghada Ahmed

ONLINE st sae

SEMINAR SER/ES el * Address needs of small farmers (education,
‘The Impact of COVID-19  E== technology)
oGS IAtood Soednly e » Address FNS beyond agriculture alone!

Live on:
B Kiftos: Tanie e bnok com Lok faks fan Mahmoud El Solh

oh {hit by /3ak70n International Center for
Agriculturai Research in the Dry

Thursday, Ma yzs 2020
4:00 pm (Beirt )

Areas (JCARDA)
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The Impact of COVID-19 ——
on Global Food Security Helachattes
VA, | e .

* Even before COVID, unhealthy diets were a leading

cause of disease and mortality.

* Vulnerable communities are disproportionately

impacted by COVID due to underlying power,
resource imbalances.

* lllness

* Burden of care (children, elders)

* Dietary impacts

e Economic disruption, employment loss

* Inter-generational cycles of poverty

Equality vs. equity
* Issues of inequality (inequity) stretch through entire food
chain, beyond the farm

Political will is needed for serious change in
response to combined crises, as in Lebanon:
“Something has to give for things to change.”

Amid economic crisis + COVID-19, must learn from
the humanitarian crisis and advances in social
safety nets in particular.
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Where to Watch

* YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOM2VQvKNHObMHrRnLCK|8g

* FSP Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/aub.fafs.fsp/posts/
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“The old wodd is dying, and the new world struggles to be born: now is the time of monsters.”

—Antonio Grameci

ike many modern day viral epidemics (e.g, MERS, SARS), SARS-CoV-2 emerged from the folds

of the food system. The dominant narrative puts its earliest appearance in the wet market of the

Chinese city of Wnhan, where wild animals are also traded. However, there are indications that
SARS-CoV-2, which is responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic, may have developed in intensive
livestock farming systems, possibly pig farming (GRAIN, 2020).

Not only did the virs originate from the food system, but it also peneteated it and exposed its sys-
temic weaknesses. The dismuptions cansed by the COVID-19 pandemic are now threatening the food
secnrity of billions of people. Indeed, after initial reassurances that COVID-19 posed no concerns to
global food security, as the wodd’s silos were well stocked (Vos, Martin, & Laborde, 2020}, the tone has
now changed radically We are now being warned that global hunger conld double dne to food supply
dismptions caused by the pandemic, especially in poor nations and in Africa (De Sousa, 2020)

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Twitter acconnt (@foodpandemic, which I co-
* Rami Zueayk is professor at the Faculty of Agricultural and CHAnage with Noue El Houda mz and Abed Al
Food Sciences a the American University of Beirut, Lebanon . T 20eM0 Yehiya, has been tracking the impact of the
His research addresses issues at the nexus of food, ndseapes,  PAndemic on food secusity. While our focus is mostly
and livelihoods. He was 2 member of the steeding committee  0n1 the Middle East (as the larzest food importers in
of the High Level Fanel of Expens of the Wodd Committze  the world, and home to the largest smmber of

on Food Secusity :“: 2 comumlssioner for the Food in the refugees and intemally displaced people on the
mb?r o the i‘:h _II,'::;SSEM;?; Hesz Heco gl planet) and on East Africa (where food insecugity is
mansges the Trvitter acoount @ foodpandemic 1nd can be chronic), we also cover other conatries of the South.
contacted at rzogvk@ah edulb Tmckmg the pandemic’s pressures on the food

WATER INTERN ATIONAL § Rou tledge
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COMMENTARY [ heckcror upualas]

The impact of COVID-19 on water and food systems:
flattening the much bigger curve ahead

Martin Keulertz?, Mark Mulligan® and John Anthony Allan<

“Food Security Programme, American University of Beirut, Lebanon; "Department of Geography, King's
College London, UK; School of Oriental and African Studies, and King's College London, UK

Background: COVID-19 and water security: a similar curve

The year 2020 will go down in history as a year of major change. For the first time in
almost 75 years, all peoples across the world have been affected by major disruption or
destruction. The cause was invisible, but deadly. The world is changed by a virus. At first,
governments reacted with low concern. COVID-19 was regarded as a problem for China.
When Iran became infected, COVID-19 was still not taken seriously. If governments
around the world had taken earlier steps to contain and mitigate the impact of the
infection, many people’s lives and livelihoods might have been spared. Management of]|
the coronavirus pandemic around the world provides examples of effective and also of]
flawed policy responses to a crisis.

In the world of water science and policy, this narrative is very familiar. Although few
belittle the ongoing water crisis, serious policy steps to mitigate the crisis are still largely
absent. Water scarcity is mostly perceived as an issue for countries in the Global South.
The Global North has only felt the first impacts of the crisis in the form of longer
droughts in England, France, California or Germany. Yet, this is a misconception similar
to initial responses to the coronavirus. The actual destructive force of the water crisis is
still not felt because the water ecosystems, especially the groundwater systems, are still
able to take the strain, and where that is not possible huge technological investments are
being made to provide alternative sources of water.

When in March 2020 COVID-19 began to be taken more seriously, ‘flattening the
curve’ became the new mantra of decision makers across Europe. The now famous
Imperial College model by Professor Neil Ferguson predicted millions of deaths around
the world in case of inaction. Fortunately, these predictions have not been realized to
date. Still, more than 400,000 people have died worldwide, with no immediate end of the
pandemic in sight. Beyond COVID-19, much greater environmental challenges that also
endanger health and well-being have been building up for decades. This situation also
requires the urgent attention of decision makers.

There will probably be a vaccine for COVID. There is no vaccine for sustainability.
Solving climate change and protecting water resources will require sustained effort for as
long as human beings dominate the Earth. Any period in which our attention is diverted
from that will see a “second wave/peak’ in climate, environment and water risk that may

CONTACT Martin Keulertz €) mk219@aub.edu Ib
© 2020 il ‘Water Resources Association
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Email: foodsecurity@aub.edu.lb

Twitter: @AUB FSP
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