
LEBANESE LAW ON DRUG VIOLATIONS 

A- CLASSIFICATION OF DRUGS: 

ARTICLE 5:  

All plants and substances identified, as per international conventions, as drugs, narcotics and 

hallucinogenic, and all plants and substances that endangers public health due to the harmful effect of 

their misuse, are classified into 3 categories  according to the magnitude of its danger and medical 

utility: 

1ST Category: Plants and substances which are highly dangerous without medical utility 

2nd Category: Plants and substances which are highly dangerous with medical utility 

3rd Category: Plants and substances which are dangerous with medical utility 

ARTICLE 13:  

All plants, seeds, substances and byproducts under 1st category, are prohibited to be produced, made, 

extracted, prepared, transformed, bought, possessed, delivered, owned, used, displayed, displayed, 

transported, offered for sale (retail or wholesale), exchanged, forfeited for free or for a value, 

interposed or commissioned, sent, shipped, imported, exported, in general all actions related to them 

in any kind. 

ARTICLE 15: 

All substances and byproducts under 2nd and 3rd categories, are prohibited to be produced, made, 

extracted, prepared, bought, commercialized, distributed in wholesale or internationally, imported, 

exported, used industrially, unless these actions are done under a permit designated and dictated by 

this law, and the sole purpose of their use is for scientific and medical purposes. 

 

B- CRIMES AND MAJOR SENTENCES: 

SUBSTANCES UNDER 1ST AND 2ND CATEGORIES: 

ARTICLE 125: 

A sentence of lifetime hard labor with a fine ranging between 5 and 25 million LBP is inflicted on 

anyone who deliberately violates the prohibition stipulated in Article 13 (substances included in 1st 

category) as well as the prohibition and permit stipulated in Article 15 (substances included in 2nd 

category). 



ARTICLE 126: 

The same above mentioned sanctions are inflicted on anyone who: 

1- Sold to another person, in an illegal way, highly dangerous drugs or offered them to him for his 

personal use. 

2- Deliberately facilitated, in an illegal way, for others the use of highly dangerous substances, 

whether for free or in exchange of value, and that in any means possible. 

3- Added highly dangerous narcotic drugs to food or beverages without the knowledge of its 

consumer. 

4- Was licensed to possess highly dangerous substances for a specific use and disposed of it in a 

different use or in exchange of something or for free. 

5- Obtains or tries to obtain highly dangerous narcotic drugs using medical prescriptions which are 

either fake or given out of courtesy. 

6- Deliberately obtains, out of courtesy, medical prescriptions including highly dangerous drugs, 

and anyone who disperse these drugs without a medical prescription or based on a medical one 

knowing that it is a fake one or given out of courtesy. 

ARTICLE 127: 

A sentence of imprisonment for a period ranging between 3 months to 3 years, along with a fine 

ranging between 2 and 5 million LBP, is inflicted on anyone who acquired, possessed or bought a small 

quantity of a highly dangerous substance without a medical prescription and in the purpose of using it, 

the quantity being small enough to be considered for personal use. The same sanction is imposed on 

anyone whose addiction to this substance was proved and who didn’t abide by the treatment 

procedures stipulated under this law. 

 

SUBSTANCES UNDER 3RD CATEGORY: 

ARTICLE 128: 

A sentence of hard labor for a period not exceeding 5 years along with a fine ranging between 5 and 10 

million LBP is inflicted on anyone who deliberately violates the prohibition in all its forms stipulated in 

Article 15 as well as violates the permit allowing him to practice those mentioned actions, and that in 

regard to the substances and by products of the 3rd category. 

ARTICLE 129: 

The same sentence mentioned in the previous Article applies in case a person commits one of the 

activities mentioned in Article 126 and that in relation to dangerous substances and drugs. 



ARTICLE 130: 

With consideration of Article 94 of this law (which allows the minister of health to give pharmacists 

and retailers, as per his conditions, the license to dispense to individuals, according to their personal 

estimation and without a medical prescription, small quantities of the substances and by products of 

the 3rd category, and that in exceptional cases and for pure medical purposes), a sentence of 

imprisonment for a period ranging between 2 months to 2 years along with a fine between 1 to 3 

million LBP is inflicted on any person who possessed, obtained or bought a tiny quantity of dangerous 

substances without a medical prescription and in the purpose of using it, the quantity being small 

enough to be considered for personal use. The same sanction applies in case a person is proven 

addicted to this substance. 

 

PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES: 

ARTICLE 151: 

In case a drug addict is prosecuted and convicted, the court has the right in its verdict, to impose on 

top of the sanction, an obligation to undergo a rehabilitation program/treatment or care measures 

stipulated in this law. 

ARTICLE 152: 

If the convicted in any drug related crime is a foreigner, then the court can rule his final eviction from 

the Lebanese soil in cases of repetitive felonies or misdemeanors, or rule his exile for a period ranging 

between 1 and 5 years in cases of misdemeanor. Once the convicted for exile has served his prison 

term he is conducted to the borders. 

 

ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS: 

ARTICLE 155: 

In all cases, the court orders the confiscation of all prohibited plants and substances in case they were 

not destroyed or hands them to a party which is licensed to use them in a legal way. 

 

  

 


