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SYLLABUS CVSP 216 (3 credits)
A Survey of 20th Century French Literature in English

Instructor : Zeina Fayad

1. Course description
This course offers an approach of the Modern French literature of the XXth century with
a special interest on how literary streams influenced other disciplines like arts, music,
sociology, anthropology, and psychology opening the way to the XXIst century.

2. Course objectives

a- Analyzing and debating the stimulating intellectual life of the XXth century that
brought together visions of social sciences and artistic or literary works.

b- Acquisition of a complete and critical knowledge of the principal steps in literary
and artistic XXthe century French Modernity and of its most representative
authors.

c- Acquisition of reading and analysis techniques of the texts ( response essays, and
oral presentations ) through the recognition of the different themes, styles, and
specificities of each art stream in the program.

3. Textbook
A reading pack will be made available.

4. Evaluation

Presence and participation in class : 10%
Exam1I:30%

Oral presentation : 10 %

Essays : 20 %

Final Exam : 30 %

S. Program
Week 1- Introduction : What is French XXth century Modernity ?

A. From the Belle Epoque to the Great War

Week 2- The New Spirit : Apollinaire ( 1880- 1918 ), Alcools and Calligrammes
Week 3- A New Esthetic : Proust ( 1871-1922 ), In search of Lost times

B. From the Golden Years to the Popular Front
Week 4- Dadaism and Surrealism : Eluard ( 1895-1952 ), Capital of pain
Due : Essay #1




Week 5- Spoken Language in Literature : Celine (1894-1961 ), Journey to the end of
the night
Week 6- Revision and Exam I

B. From May 1940 to May 1968

Week 7- Absurdist Theater : Ionesco ( 1912- 1994 ), Rhincoceros

Week 8- Nouveau Roman : Duras ( 1914- ? ), Moderato Cantabile
Due : Essay #2

Week 9- Film Queneau : Zazie dans le Metro

C. Stepping into the XXIst century

Week 10- Fictional biography : Michon ( 1945- ?), Small lives
Week 11- School of the derisory : Echenoz ( 1947- ?), I'm gone
Week 12- Oral Presentations

Week 13- Conclusion and revision
FINAL EXAM
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