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OFFICE OF THE DEAN  

FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE S 
REPORT TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
 
This report of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences covers the period from September 
1, 2015, to August 31, 2016. 
 
 
A. NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION    
 
During the first semester, the freshman class saw 362 new students registered (a 
significant increase compared to last yearõs number: 307, while the sophomore class 
saw 562 registered, a decrease compared to last yearõs number:  601.  
 
During the second semester, the freshman class saw 32 new students registered 
while the sophomore class saw 56 new students registered, a slight increase from 
previous year.  
 
The graduate program saw 131 new students enrolled during the first semester (104 
graduates, 14 prospective graduates, and 13 special graduates). During the second 
semester, the graduate class saw 59 new students registered (47 graduates, three 
prospective graduates, and nine special graduates), a slight increase from last year.  
 
The UPP (University Preparatory Program) saw five new registered in September 
2015 out of a total of ten accepted regular UPP applicants, a decrease in 
comparison to previous years. This represents a significant decrease in registration 
in this program in relation to the same period of 2014-15, 2013-14 and 2012-13. 
Five new UPP students registered in the second semester out of seven accepted 
applicants. 
 
During the first semester, the total enrollment at the undergraduate level was 2,805 
individual students, including 46 in UPP. At the graduate level, enrollment was 444 
individual students, including 21 prospective graduates and 14 special graduates, in 
addition to 30 students at the Ph.D. level. This shows a significant increase in 
registration from previous years. 
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During the second semester, the total enrollment at the undergraduate level was 
2,722 individual students, including 35 in UPP. At the graduate level, 
enrollment was 449 individual students, including 12 prospective graduates and 
12 special graduates, in addition to 29 students at the Ph.D. level.  
 
 
B. STUDENT ADMISSIONS     
 
The University Unified Admissions Committee (UUAC) acted on all 
applications for the first semester of the academic year 2016-17. Early 
admission to the University has resulted this year in 238 applicants being 
admitted to the sophomore class and 49 to the freshman class in FAS. 
Furthermore, 654 applications for admission to the freshman class were 
received and 556 applicants were issued letters of acceptance to date for the 
first semester of 2016-17, including early admissions. Additionally, 2,123 out of 
3,200 applicants for admission to the sophomore class (including early 
admissions) were issued letters of admission. It is to be noted that many of 
these accepted applicants represent students applying to other faculties at AUB 
also.   
 
The faculty acted on five applications to the UPP (University Preparatory 
Program), and to date, four have been accepted for the first semester.  
 
 
C. CURRENT FACULTY NUMBER AND COMPOSITION  
 
The teaching program involved the equivalent of 365 full-time faculty 
members, plus 175 graduate assistants for the first semester and 175 for the 
second. During the first semester, a total of 6,388 students were enrolled in 472 
different courses (equivalent to 1,145 courses and sections). A total of 6,229 
students were enrolled in 502 different courses (equivalent to 1,127 courses and 
sections) during the second semester.  
 
There were 310 budgeted full-time faculty lines in FAS for 2015-16, all of 
which were filled. Of these, 263 were used for full-time contracts with the 
balance used for part-time appointments. Fulltime appointments were 
distributed as follows: 204 in the professorial ranks (assistant, associate, and full 
professors), 59 in ranks of instructor and lecturer. This includes all faculty 
members on paid junior and research leaves. 
 
D. PROFESSORS ON LEAVE, 2015-16 
 
Twenty-seven professors were on paid research leaves during the academic year 
2015-16. Twenty-two were on Periodic Paid Research Leave (eleven in the fall, 
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five in the spring, and six in both semesters). Another five were on Junior 
Faculty Paid Research Leave (two in the fall and three in the spring). Four 
faculty members were on Leave without Pay (one in the fall, one in the spring, 
and two in both semesters). In addition to this, three faculty members were 
internal CAH (Center for Arts and Humanities) fellows for the academic year 
2015-16. 
 
 
E. PROFESSORS ON LEAVE, 2016-17  
 
Twenty-two professors will be on paid research leaves during the academic year 
2016-17. Fifteen will be on Periodic Paid Research Leave (six in the fall, six in 
the spring, and three in both semesters). Another seven will be on Junior 
Faculty Paid Research Leave (three in the fall and four in the spring). Five 
faculty members will be on Leave without Pay for the academic year 2016-17. 
In addition to this, three faculty members will be internal CAH (Center for Arts 
and Humanities) fellows for the academic year 2016-17. 
 
 
F. FACULTY RECRUITMENT   
 
A total of 828 applications have been received for faculty positions due to start 
September 1, 2016 that were advertised by the faculty. After consultation with 
the departments and the FAS Advisory Committee, 25 offers have been 
accepted. These faculty members include: 10 Lebanese citizens, 4 US citizens, 1 
Lebanese/US citizens, 1 French citizen, 1 Spanish citizen, 1 Lebanese/French 
citizens, 1 US/Canadian citizen, 1 Lebanese/ Norwegian citizen, 1 Jordanian 
citizen, 1 German citizen, 1 Canadian citizen, 1 British citizen, and 1 Irish 
citizen. The visiting chairs for the academic year 2016-2017 are Dr. Sami Khatib 
(Whittlesey Chair in the FAAH Department) and Dr. Matthew Gordon and Dr. 
Timothy Harrison (both as Howell Chair in the History and Archaeology 
Department), and Dr. Steven Salaita (Edward Said Chair of American Studies). 
 
 
G. APPLICATIONS FOR PROMOTION     
 
Nineteen applications for promotion were received by the deadline of August 
31, 2015. Twelve applications were for the promotion to the rank of full 
professor and seven for the rank of associate professor. Seven out of the 12 
applying to the rank of full professor were successful, and four applying to the 
rank of associate professor were successful. 
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H.  GENERAL REMARKS  
 
The FAS vision is closely aligned with that of the University as a whole. It 
includes maintaining a strong liberal arts undergraduate experience for our 
students and expanding research and graduate education in strategic areas. Like 
the University as a whole, a key FAS goal is to help establish a culture of 
discovery and knowledge production in Lebanon and beyond, and to have a 
positive regional impact through research, outreach, and the lifelong efforts of 
our graduates. We see the teaching and research missions as interrelated. We 
want our students to think critically and consider the questionability of things. 
Research must do the same. New knowledge is not only a matter of exploring 
the unknown: it often requires us to question what we have previously accepted 
as true. 
 
This year FAS completed periodic program reviews in CAMES, English, 
Psychology, and SOAM. Four other programsñCivilization Studies, 
Economics, Geology, and Arabic and Near Eastern Languagesñhave initiated 
the process and should finish in 2016-17. At that point, FAS will have 
completed the cycle of program reviews for all departments. We will then begin 
the cycle again with Political Studies and Public Administration (PSPA) and 
Philosophy. Most departments have deeply engaged in the process, and it has 
been a highly effective way not only to examine our own programs, but also to 
learn of new developments and possibilities. For some departments, it has been 
extremely enlightening and made everyone involved rethink their previously 
held assumptions about what was possible and what was prudent. 
 
The new Public Policy and International Affairs Program (PPIA) has moved to 
FAS and is now housed in the PSPA Department. It was originally located in 
the Division of University Interdisciplinary Programs (DUIP) which has now 
been frozen. PPIA has made a successful start with a very large number of 
applicants in its first year (and again for 2016-17). More than half of its students 
are paying full tuition. A new program in Art History and Curating achieved 
final approval and is accepting its first students in fall 2016-17. A number of 
additional new programs are near the end of the approval process including the 
MA in Composition and Rhetoric, an MS in Applied Mathematics (as a track 
within the MS in Mathematics), and a PhD in Chemistry. Additional masterõs 
and PhD programs are in development or under consideration. 
 
FAS faculty members and graduate students continue to excel at research. Our 
strategic perspective is that, while raw numbers of publications may have been 
the key metric as AUB was climbing out of isolation following the Civil War, to 
progress to the next level, the University will require a greater emphasis on 
quality research that has the potential to influence scholarly conversations 
globally and impact local and regional realities. An interesting recent example 
was the article by physics professor Jihad Touma that appeared in Nature this 
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semester. Professor Touma made a major breakthrough in our understanding 
of how planetary systems evolve in relation to other celestial objects. This is the 
sort of work that, in the Arab region, could only come from AUB. Who else 
allows its scientists and scholars to work on topics that may have no immediate 
practical application? At AUB, as at all great universities, we have room for 
scholars who are led as much by curiosity and the joy of discovery as by 
practical concerns. We think these sorts of examples can help inspire our 
students to develop the kind of curiosity that will make them innovators and 
life-long learners wherever they live and work. Another example is a project led 
by Dr. Colin Smith on the surprising bacterial content of the dust-filled winds 
that travel to the Levant from Egypt each year; this led to a publication in 
Nature-Scientific Reports. Another highlight is the special volume One Hundred and 
Fifty which contains a number of serious research articles on the history of 
AUB. It was edited by three FAS professors: Nadia El Cheikh, Bilal Orfali, and 
Lina Choueiri.  
 
One of the key goals for FAS is to establish increased research funding, 
especially for faculty and graduate students in the experimental sciences. This 
year we continued with a new program piloted last year to support 
undergraduate research projects in the sciences. The program, funded from 
research overhead, supports 10 undergraduate students each year. It is our goal 
to provide an intense research experience to all FAS undergraduate students. 
 
During 2015-16, FAS was once again the locus of a vibrant series of public 
lectures, performances, conferences, and symposia that promoted high-level 
research and public debate on both scholarly and public issues. During a time 
of great change, we believe there is no place better than AUB from which to 
understand contemporary developments in our complex region. Since regional 
developments seem bound to attract global attention for many years to come, 
we think this should be a primary strategic focus of the University. It is already 
a current strength and we have the opportunity to enhance our capacity.  
 
Even more than usual, this 150th year for both FAS and AUB has been 
crowded with conferences and other activities. The Center for American 
Studies and Research held its sixth International Conference in January. Other 
conferences were organized by the department of Philosophy, English, 
Computer Science, and Education, the Center for Arts and Humanities, the 
Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies, and the initiative on women and 
gender. New speakersõ series were established in Economics, Mathematics, and 
a number of prominent individual visitors enriched intellectual life on campus 
this spring. 
 
The Faculty of Arts and Sciences continues to face difficulties finding sufficient 
classroom space and office space for the new professors who are arriving in the 
fall. The University Preparatory Program (UPP) that has become so central to 
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the scholarship programs (USAID, MEPI, and Master Card) has been allocated 
space in Reynolds Hall. This will allow us to find space for three new English 
professors, and we will also have to use the space vacated by UPP to house 
overflow from departments in Nicely and Bliss Halls. A number of longer-term 
construction projects on the horizon may offer the promise of a more general 
solution to these chronic space problems. 
 
Many FAS departments, such as Computer Science and PSPA have developed 
internship programs, which engage with IT firms and NGOS respectively. UPP 
and the USAID program students are all involved with service learning 
activities through the Center for Civic Engagement. The Department of 
Education is engaged with dozens of local and regional schools to help improve 
education at the K-12 levels. Numerous other initiatives are underway 
throughout FAS that aim to positively impact our region. 
 
This year FAS hired its first full-time career services officer, Sinine Nakhle. She 
has already initiated a number of events and activities to which FAS students 
have responded enthusiastically. She will be working closely with Dr. Pierre 
Karam who will be heading the University-wide effort to improve career 
services. 
 
In fall 2015, the Faculty of Arts and Sciences initiated and piloted a process to 
confirm and accommodate students with special educational needs such as 
physical impairments and learning disabilities. A university-wide process is now 
being put in place, and Ms. Melissa Norton, as Accessible Education Officer, 
has taken on a coordinating role under the Office of Student Affairs. 
 
The FAS Advising Unit continues to oversee academic advising of freshman 
students, majorless students, and students in FAS majors. The unit is 
responsible for the development, coordination, and communication of advising 
programs and policies, meeting weekly during semester to prepare for and 
follow up on periods of special intensity in the advising calendar (orientation, 
registration, drop and add, and the withdrawal in each semester and session, 
and the transfer window). Several initiatives and challenges received special 
attention during academic year 2015-16. The admission of special needs 
students and the subsequent appointment of the Accessible Education Officer 
involved the unit in intensive support efforts for individual students, input into 
the institutional infrastructure for accommodating this class of admitted 
students, and communication with current advisers. Two experienced advisers 
and the student services officer attended the regional conference of NACADA, 
the US-based professional association for academic advising, reporting in 
writing and to cohorts of advisers at workshop meetings on international and 
regional resources and best practices in advising, highlighting the striking degree 
to which AUB lags peer institutions. Arising in parallel but energized by this, 
the first steps were taken towards piloting a new software tool (Student Success 
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Plan) that presents advisers with an enhanced interface and communication 
mechanisms. Ongoing initiatives that saw growth or strengthening included 
òoutdoor advisingó at tables outside West Hall during pre-registration periods, 
at which unit personnel were joined by a roster of volunteer advisers; personal 
mentoring of new advisers ahead of and during their term of appointment; and 
the creation and editing of FAS and university-wide materials distributed to 
advisers and advisees. Throughout the yearõs work, the Advising Unit has 
remained focused on policies and practices that best ensure universal inclusion 
of students in this essential and itself educative process. The student population 
reflects a broad spectrum of intellectual and cultural preparedness for 
successful university study, and advising is one of the most crucial mechanisms 
for creating conditions for success among those whose preparation is more 
marginal; these are disproportionately freshman and majorless students, and 
continual concentration on these populations remains appropriate. At the same 
time, the international and regional context of increasing investment in 
professionalized, streamlined, and technologically enhanced advising deserves 
careful attention. 
 
The Department of Education is planning to propose the creation of a School 
of Education within FAS to give their programs more flexibility, visibility, and 
prominence.  
 
FAS celebrated its 150th anniversary in in a special two-day event on April 22 
and 23. A number of prominent guest speakers participated including Nassim 
Taleb, John Waterbury, and Adonis. One part of this was an attempt to look 
forward in order to consider the best paths for FAS. All of the talks are 
recorded and available on the FAS website. There was some serious out-of-the-
box thinking that took place. To give just one example, Jihad Touma proposed 
that we recognize AUB as a singularity: why must we model the University after 
certain American institutions? AUB is neither Yale nor KAUST. It is a 
university with a distinct history and location, and this gives it distinct 
possibilities. In addition, a number of departments held special events. The 
Department of Education celebrated its 100th anniversary and marked it in a 
number of ways including at its annual Pledge Ceremony. The Department of 
Psychology held a special event to celebrate its own history. Dr. Shahe 
Kazarian, who is retiring this year, wrote two booklets about the development 
of psychology at AUB. The Computer Science Department held a gala dinner 
to celebrate its annual alumni reunion. The Department of English was 
particularly lively this year. The African Club, mentored by English faculty 
member Dr.  James Hodapp, was launched. A series of public events and 
conferences addressed an array of themes and topics, and a special English 
graduation ceremony was held for the first time. 
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In June 2016, the transition to the new FAS leadership took place. Interim 
Dean Ramzi Baalbaki will serve for summer 2016 until Dean Nadia El Cheikh 
begins her term in September. The transition has been well coordinated.  
 
As outgoing dean, I want to acknowledge the substantial work of Associate 
Deans Malek Tabbal, John Meloy, and Lara Halaoui. They are dedicated 
academics who have put aside part of their research and teaching to contribute 
to the leadership of the faculty. They are serious researchers who are organized, 
can think strategically in broad terms, and possess that rare quality, emotional 
intelligence.  FAS also depends on the substantial efforts of department chairs, 
program directors, and standing committee chairs and elected committee 
members. Finally, I cannot begin to adequately describe the contributions of 
the remarkable Deanõs Office Staff: Leila Knio, Abeer Khuri Yazbek, Nadine 
Rizk, Zeina Halabieh, Jean Azar, Heghnar Yeghiayan, Joyce Sayegh, Karma 
Arakji, Sinine Nakhle, Wadad Batrawi, Razan Harb, Bassel Baker, Jad Daniel, 
Fida Alameddine, Yasmine Moubasher, and many talented research assistants. 
In a practical sense, but also in terms of dedication, they are the long-term heart 
of FAS. 
 
 
    Patrick McGreevy  
              Dean, May 31, 2016 
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REPORTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES  
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP  
 
Chairperson:  
Patrick McGreevy, Dean 
 
Members: 
Smith, R., Professor, Civilization Studies 
Dietrich, A., Professor, Psychology  
Brassier, R., Professor, Philosophy 
Kuraydiyyah, S., Professor, Biology 
Isbir, S., Professor, Physics 
Khamis, V., Professor, Education 
Nassif, N., Professor, Mathematics 
 
 
B. COMMITTEE ACTIONS  
 
The committee advised the dean on matters related to faculty appointments, 
reappointments, promotion, research leaves, leaves without pay, and REP 
secondments.  
 
Below is an overview of the main actions taken by the committee: 
 
1. The committee approved 22 professors for paid research leaves during the 

academic year 2016-17. Fifteen were approved for Periodic Paid Research 
Leaves (six in the fall, six in the spring, and three in both semesters). 
Another seven were approved for Junior Faculty Paid Research Leaves 
(three in the fall and four in the spring). Five faculty members were 
approved for Leaves without Pay for the academic year 2016-17. 

2. The FAS Advisory Committee recommended offers to 25 new faculty 
members that have been accepted. These faculty members include: 10 
Lebanese citizens, four US citizens, one Lebanese/US citizen, one French, 
one Spanish, one Lebanese/French, one US /Canadian citizen, one 
Lebanese/ Norwegian, one Jordanian, one German, one Canadian, one 
British, and one Irish.  

3. The committee considered 19 applications for promotion. Twelve 
applications were for the promotion to the rank of full professor, and seven 
for the rank of associate professor. Seven out of the 12 applying to the rank 
of full professor were successful, and four applying to the rank of associate 
professor were successful.  

4. The committee considered departmental recommendations for renewal or 
non-renewal of contract for all full-time faculty members whose contracts 
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ended in either September 2016 or September 2017. The committee voted 
on appropriate action in all cases. 

 
 

Patrick McGreevy 
Dean 
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GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE  
 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP  
 
Chairperson: 
Arne Dietrich, Professor, Psychology 
 
Members: 
Abbas Al-Hakim, Assistant Professor, Mathematics  
Saouma Boujaoude, Professor, Education 
Mounib El-Eid, Professor, Physics 
Antoine Ghauch, Associate Professor, Chemistry 
Livia Wick, Associate Professor, Sociology, Anthropology and Media Studies 
Adam Waterman, Assistant Professor, English 
David Wrisley, Associate Professor, English 
 
 
B. COMMITTEE POLICIES  
  
The committee acted on all matters related to graduate studies in the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences according to the rules and regulations published in the 2015-
2016 Catalogue and the scope of functions set forth in the Graduate Studies 
Committee by-laws. 
 
 
C. COMMITTEE ACTIONS  

 
The committee met fifteen times over the course of the academic year. It 
addressed the following matters: reviewed recommendations of departments 
regarding graduate admissions to the faculty for the Spring 2016, Summer 2016 
and Fall 2017; acted on student petitions, incomplete requests, change of grade 
requests, and leave of absence requests; change of status of prospective 
students and students on probation; proposals for new programs or the 
modification of existing ones; and other miscellaneous administrative matters 
related to graduate studies at the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. A summary of 
the main actions is presented below. 
 
Graduate admissions:  With regard to applications for graduate studies in FAS 
for the academic year 2015-2016 there were 395 applications, 246 accepted, and 
with 144 students registered. (Note: students submit multiple applications and 
can be accepted to more than one program). Moreover, there were 34 PhD 
applications, of which nine were accepted and eight registered. 
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Administrative decisions concerning graduate students: 394 decisions spanning 
petitions, approval of thesis/project proposals and committees, updating 
student status, change of grade and others. 
 
Modifications of existing programs and catalogue change requests: 
Arabic Department: The committee approved the request to cross-list ARAB 

248/ISLM341. 
Biology Department: The committee approved a new description of BIOL370. 
The committee approved the deletion of 9 courses from catalogue (Biol 324, 

Biol 331, Biol 334, Biol 336, Biol 337, Biol 339, Biol 342, Biol 350 and Biol 
355). 

CAMES: The committee approved MEST 332 and its cross-listing with an 
undergraduate course.  The committee approved the listing of CAMES 
summer Arabic courses in the catalogue.  The committee considered (but 
did not yet approve) the new course of MEST 300. This is a pending item. 

Economics Department: The committee approved to rename ECON 317 to 
òMicroeconomic Theory Ió and ECON 318 to òMicroeconomic Theory IIó 

The committee approved the request to reduce credits to 30 credits in the MA 
in Financial Economics. 

English Department: The committee approved changes to the degree 
requirements for the MA in English Literature 

Media Studies: The committee approved the removal of MCOM 380 (Global 
Media Literacy) and MCOM 381 (Global Change, Cooperation and News) 
from the graduate program. 

 
Proposals for new programs were approved: 
Course-based MS in Computer Science: The committee approved a proposal to 

create a new course-based MS in Computer Science. Final approval was 
given this academic year. 

MA in Rhetoric and Composition: The committee approved a proposal to 
establish a new MA in Rhetoric and Composition. Final approval was given 
in this academic year. 

Mathematics Department: The committee approved the proposal for a MA/MS 
in Applied Math. Final approval was given in this academic year. 

 
The committee approved to change admission conditions for prospective 
students. 
 
The committee considered (but did not yet approve) three new courses (Race 
and Media; Media, Beliefs, and Conflict; and Issues in Transnational Media 
Studies). This is a pending item. 
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D. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Based on the experience of the graduate committeeõs work this year, I would 
like to repeat a recommendation made in the annual report of two years ago 
(which was also repeated last year), which I quote here:  
 
òAt present, we have faculty Graduate Studies Committees, a university-wide 
Board of Graduate Studies and the Graduate Council. The latter is, in fact, not 
a body of faculty members but consists of a Chair and administrative assistants. 
In addition, during the course of this [2013-14] academic year, the Chair of the 
Graduate Council assembled an informal Graduate Council Advisory Board 
consisting of the Chairs of faculty Graduate Studies Committees. It is my 
opinion that there are too many bodies charged with addressing graduate 
studies at AUB, with overlapping mandates and responsibilities. Due 
consideration needs to be given to simplifying the present structure. I would 
propose eliminating the Board of Graduate Studies and keeping the Graduate 
Studies Committees of each faculty and the Graduate Council, which could be 
made up of the Chairs of the faculty Graduate Studies Committees, with a 
Chair appointed to this Council who would function as a kind of Dean of 
Graduate Studies at AUB. This would simplify the structure reducing 
redundancy, and improve coordination among faculties with regard to matters 
concerning graduate studies.ó (From the Annual Report, 2013-14.) 
 
 
               Arne Dietrich 
               Chairperson 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE  
 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP   
 
Chairperson: 
Alexis Wick, Assistant Professor, History and Archaeology 
 
Members: 
Sabine El Khoury, Assistant Professor, Mathematics [excused, on leave] 
Tariq Mehmood, Assistant Professor, English [excused, on leave] 
Lokman Meho, University Librarian 
Rabih El Mouhayar, Assistant Professor, Education 
Digambara Patra, Associate Professor, Chemistry 
Mohamed Salah, Associate Professor, Geology  
 
 
B. COMMITTEE POLICIES    
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
C. COMMITTEE ACTIONS   
 
The committee met once on May 9, 2016, to discuss the following agenda: 
1. To buy literary, and not just academic, works (for example, to obtain 

systematically all winners of major literature prizes, in both English and 
Arabic). 

2. To have a consciousness-raising campaign against writing in library books. 
3. To indicate call numbers on staircase, in the elevator, as well as in the stacks. 
4. To digitize VHS tapes.  
 
  
D. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
1.  In the effort to hire specialized personnel for the library to strengthen its 

collections on Islamic and Middle East studies, a proposal was presented to 
consider recruiting one or two AUB graduate students or university staff 
members with advanced degrees in areas related to Middle East studies and 
provide them with full scholarship to go to the U.S. for 12 months to 
pursue advanced studies in library science and then return to work for AUB 
as Middle East studies librarians. The committee requested that the proposal 
be presented to the Provost to be studied and decided on by him.  
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2.  The committee requested that the University Libraries invest some of its 
resources into developing a fine collection of award winning literary books 
and that such books be placed at a highly visible corner in Jafet Library. The 
committee also suggested that leisurely reading be promoted at AUB on the 
basis of this collection. 

 
3.  The committee requested that the University Libraries look into a solution 

or plan to educate users against writing in library books.  
 
4.  The committee requested that the University Libraries place call number 

information on all stacks floors, staircases, elevator, and other places where 
necessary to facilitate the finding of material by library users.  

 
5.  To enhance access and preservation to audiovisual material, the Committee 

recommended that the University Libraries look into digitizing all the VHS 
collection that they have and make them accessible on campus and via VPN. 

 
 
  Alexis Wick  
  Chairperson 
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RESEARCH COMMITTEE  
 

 

A. MEMBERSHIP  
 
Chairperson: 
Bilal R. Kaafarani, Associate Professor, Chemistry 
 
Members: 
Hala Auji, Assistant Professor, Fine Arts and Art History 
Lina Choueiri, Associate Professor, English 
Joanna Doummar, Assistant Professor, Geology 
Karma El-Hassan, Associate Professor, Education 
Zakaria Kambris, Assistant Professor, Biology 
Pierre Mouganie, Assistant Professor, Economics (Spring Term) 
Hossein Radmard, Assistant Professor, Economics (Fall Term) 
Tamer Tlas, Associate Professor, Mathematics 
 
URB Representatives: 
Helen Sader, Professor, History and Archeology  
Houssam El Rassy, Associate Professor, Chemistry 
 
Research Committee Coordinator: 
Zeina Halabieh (Academic Officer, Faculty of Arts and Sciences) 
 
 
B. COMMITTEE POLICIES  

 
The FAS Research Committee (FAS-RC) authorized the Chair to approve 
proposals submitted for funding from CNRS and international agencies after 
checking that they comply with the AUB rules and regulations. 
 
All recommendations made by the FAS-RC were governed by the by-laws of 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and the various policies and guidelines 
established by the Office of Grants and Contracts (OGC). 
 
The FAS-RC used five evaluation criteria for the review process: Significance, 
Investigator, Methodology, Feasibility, and Budget. There was no weight 
allocated to budget but rather to check whether all listed items are justified and 
are according to the URB guidelines. The weights on the remaining four criteria 
were 25% each. The rationale behind this distribution is to put more emphasis 
on the quality of the project and the investigator as compared to budget, 
especially that several applicants in previous cycles received low scores because 
reviewers felt that URB funds of 10,000 USD were not enough to support the 
project costs. The following numerical rating was adopted for each criterion: 
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Score Descriptor 

5 Strongly agree 

4 Agree 

3 Neutral 

2 Disagree 

1 Strongly disagree 

 
In addition to these evaluation criteria, reviewers were asked to provide a 
concise summary of the proposalõs main strengths and weaknesses (mandatory), 
as well as confidential comments to the committee if need be (optional).  
 
Grant applications were assigned to custodians within the committee based on 
their expertise and familiarity with the proposal area. Since the review process 
was fully online, custodians were responsible for assigning reviewers, sending 
template invitations for reviewers, sending reminders and monitoring in real 
time the reviewers' decisions to accept or decline the review invitations through 
automatic email alerts sent to their emailbox with a copy to the FAS Academic 
Officer.  
 
All new proposals received two peer reviews. In case a proposal received 
contradicting reviews, the committee solicited the opinion of a third reviewer 
before acting on the proposal; in that case the final score was an average of the 
scores given by all three reviewers. 
 
Based on the reviewersõ comments, feedback from custodians and discussions 
by committee members, new proposals were classified into two groups: òFund 
with high priorityó and òFund with low priority.ó  
 
All budget cuts were performed in alignment with the URB funding guidelines 
and only justified items were approved.  
 
Concerning renewals, progress reports were sent to at least one of the reviewers 
who reviewed previously the original proposals to solicit their opinions on 
whether enough progress has been made to justify continued funding. Ten out 
thirteen renewals received reviews from the original reviews whilst the other 
three renewals were assessed by committee members.  
 
C. COMMITTEE ACTIONS  
 
The committee met seven times during the fall and spring semesters of the 
academic year 2015-16: a) to discuss the review form and the online review 
process, b) to launch the review process and c) to discuss and evaluate the 
reviewersõ reports. 
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Proposals submitted for URB funding 
The committee received a total of 34 new and 13 renewal proposals during the 
current funding cycle. One of the new proposals was withdrawn before the 
review process was initiated. The distribution of the totality of these proposals 
per department in FAS is shown below in Figure 1. Concerning new proposals, 
the committee recommended funding 24 proposals with òhigh priority,ó 6 
proposals with òlow priorityó and declined funding of 3 proposals. The 
committee recommended the continuation of funding for all 13 renewal 
proposals with òhigh priority.ó 
 

 
Figure 1. Distribution of the URB grant applications per FAS departments. 
Number of applications (total of new and renewals) are indicated above each 
bar on the graph. 

 

All proposals went through peer review and reviewers were selected 
meticulously to ensure a fair review process across applicants. A total of 304 
invitations were sent for reviewers for the 33 new and 13 renewal proposals; 89 
(29.3%) reviewers declined the invitation, 128 (42.1%) did not respond to the 
invitation, 10 (3.3%) accepted but did not send their reviews and 77 (25.3%) 
reviewers provided complete reviews. As shown in Figure 2 below, the majority 
of reviewers were from international institutions. Only in cases of high 
declination rates the committee solicited reviews from AUB faculty members, 
who are not currently applying to URB grants. 
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Figure 2. Distribution of reviewers to which review invitations were sent. 

 
The FAS-RC Chair sent a report to the Dean of FAS which includes the review 
process criteria, the committeeõs recommendations and the ranking of 
proposals. The Dean sent his recommendations to the URB through the OGC. 
 
Proposals submitted for external funding 
The total number of applications to external funding agencies was 37, 15 of 
which were submitted to the Lebanese CNRS (Table 1) and the remaining to 
international agencies (Table 2).  
 
 

Table 1. Grants submitted for national funding from CNRS-Lebanon 

Department Total number of grant applications 
Total requested amount 

(L.L.) 

CHEM 6 240,000,000 

BIOL 5 187,676,000 

HIST & AROL 2 26,307,620 

PSYC 2 39,800,000 
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Table 2. Grants submitted for international funding 

Agency Department Budget 

Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) Biology $293,366 

Lady TATA Memorial Trust Biology $43,031 

Grants4Target Biology $11,300 

Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) Chemistry $6,249 

National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Chemistry $2,500 

Lebanese National Council for Scientific 
Research (CNRS) /EU 

Chemistry $68,916 

National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Chemistry $2,500 

National Academy of Sciences (NAS) / 
USAID  

Chemistry $239,464 

National Academy of Sciences (NAS) / 
USAID 

Chemistry $239,998 

Lebanese National Council for Scientific 
Research (CNRS) /EU 

Chemistry $11,421 

University of Lyon / EU Chemistry $0 

CEDRE Chemistry $3,754 

The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) Chemistry $15,000 

Qatar University Computer 
Science 

$314,184 

Qatar University Computer 
Science 

$257,160 

International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) 

Economics $85,164 

Spencer Foundation Education $50,000 

LORE Foundation Education $657,163 

The Curtiss T. & Mary G. Brennan Foundation Education $26,580 

Qatar University Education $84,794 

National Science Foundation (NSF) Physics/CAMS $250,968 

Spencer Foundation Sociology, 
Anthropology, 
and Media 
Studies 

$47,240 

 
The data in Table 2 was also plotted as a graphic representation in Figure 3 
below to reveal the distribution of the proposals submitted for international 
funding across various departments in FAS. 
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Figure 3. Distribution of international grant applications per FAS department. 

 

 

Other Actions 
The FAS-RC Chair worked closely with Mrs. Zeina Halabieh and Mrs. Razan 
Harb to finalize the format and content of the online review form that was 
launched this year. 
 
 
 
D. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
The committee recommends the following: 
1. Selection of referees: Ideally all referees should be selected from abroad 
since Lebanon is a small country and most researchers working in similar fields 
know each other or even collaborate. However, taking into consideration the 
high rate of review declinations from external referees, especially in the natural 
sciences, the committee may select at least one international referee and the 
second from a national institute preferably other than AUB.  

2. The evaluation of progress reports for renewal proposals should be dealt 
with at the level of the FAS committee rather than sending them back to the 
initial reviewers. The rationale is that all proposals have went through a peer 
review process the first time they were submitted to assess their quality. Hence, 
there is no need to bother the same reviewers at the end of each year to assess 
the proposal's progress, especially that diverse disciplines are represented on the 
committee whose members should be able to assess themselves whether the 
amount of progress made justifies continuation of funding. In cases where the 
committee members feel they lack a specific expertise or representation of a 
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specific discipline in the area of study of a particular proposal, they may then 
solicit feedback from the reviewers who previously assessed the proposal. 
 
 
                Bilal R. Kaafarani 
                Chairperson 
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STUDENT DISCIPLINARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE  

 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP     
 
Chairperson: 
Faraj Hasanayn, Professor, Chemistry 
 
Members: 
Patrick Lewtas, Associate Professor, Philosophy 
Pierre Karam, Assistant Professor, Chemistry 
Colin Smith, Associate Professor, Biology 
Danyel Reiche, Associate Professor, PSPA 
Kirsten Scheid, Associate Professor, SOAM 
Charbel Tarraf, Associate Dean of Student Affairs 
Iyad Kobeisi, Mohamad Ghaddar, and Ahmad Chahine, for one student 
representative (non-voting member) 
 
B. COMMITTEE POLICIES    
 
The committee decided not to question the disciplinary actions enacted by 
course instructors unless petitioned by the students and to make additional 
recommendations based on its own evaluation of the cases it receives.  
 
C. COMMITTEE ACTIONS   
  
The committee looked into fourteen cases of plagiarism and made 
recommendations to the Dean of the faculty that varied from reprimand and 
Deanõs warning to expulsion. 
  
D. RECOMMENDAT IONS 
 
The committee recommends reminding the faculty of the existence and role of 
SDAC. The committee also suggests conducting a university wide survey to 
better understand how instructors are dealing with plagiarism and to determine 
if it remains widely unreported to SDACs or not. The outcome may be shared 
and discussed with the faculty in an effort to reach a uniform response to 
plagiarism across campus. Finally, the current procedure of filing and 
processing violation reports can be time-consuming and tedious for both the 
instructor and the Deanõs office personnel. It is important to implement a more 
efficient on-line process.       
 
  Faraj Hasanayn 
 Chairperson 
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UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE  

 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP  
 
Chairman: 
Digambara Patra, Associate Professor, Chemistry (2016) 
 
Members: 
Noel Ghanem, Assistant Professor, Biology (2017) 
Antoine Ghauch, Associate Professor, Chemistry (2016), Member of the 
University Admissions Committee 
Mohamad Hmadeh, Assistant Professor, Chemistry (2017) 
James Hodapp, Assistant Professor, English (2016) 
Darius Daniel Martin, Assistant Professor, Economics (2016) 
Danyel Tobias Reiche, Associate Professor, Political Studies & Public 
Administration (2017) 
Sabine El Khoury, Assistant Professor, Mathematics (Fall 2015-16) 
Giusppe Della Sala, Assistant Professor, Mathematics (Spring 2015-16) 
Salim Kanaan, Director of Admissions, Admissionõs Office 
Nabila Dandan, Associate Director, Admissionõs Office 
Leila Knio, Student Services Officer, FAS Deanõs Office 
Reda M. Chalhoub, Student Representative 
 
B. COMMITTEE POLICIES  
 
As of September 2015, the University Admissions Committee (UAC), with 
representatives from all Faculties, was replaced by a new committee. The 
Executive Admissions Committee (EAC) carried on undergraduate regular and 
early admissions for the academic year 2016-17. 
 

Executive Admissions Committee composed of Provost Mohammad Harajli 
(Chair) and the following members: Hala Muhtasib, Salim Kanaan, Moueen 
Salameh, Nizar Jawhar. 
 
C. COMMITTEE ACTIONS  
 
The committee held two regular meetings and carried two circular votes during 
the academic year 2015-2016.  The actions taken by the committee are 
summarized below.   
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Undergraduate Enrolment Caps 
In coordination with the chairpersons of various Departments in FAS and 
working with the Dean of FAS, the committee approved the enrolment cap for 
various Departments in FAS for the Fall 2016-2017 (see Table I). 
 
Change in catalogue for transfer requirements 
The committee comprehended that there is an inconsistency in the catalogue 
and AUBsis practices related to òcumulative averageó and òoverall averageó. In 
AUBsis, òcumulative averageó is computed taking average of all courses including 
the repeated ones, thus, for repeated courses, depending on how many times 
the student has repeated the course, the same course is computed two or more 
times. However, in òoverall averageó the average is computed taking only the 
highest grade of repeated courses. AUB transcript also reflects only òoverall 
averageó. 
 
Though in the catalogues (page 130-132) both  òcumulative averageó and òoverall 
averageó are mentioned as transfer requirement, in the footnotes on page 130 & 
132, it is clarified that cumulative and overall average take into consideration 
the highest grade of a repeated course. Thus, in all the transfer cases òoverall 
averageó is considered. But this inconsistency in terminology confuses the 
student and few Departments insist to use òcumulative averageó as defined in 
AUBsis. Therefore, the committee approved to use òoverall averageó instead 
of òcumulative averageó in the catalogue (page 130-133, 137-138 and Departmental 
sections) to avoid confusion among Departments and students. 
 
Departmental New policy for transfer from freshman class  
In coordination with the Department of Psychology the entry requirements for 
freshmen wanting to major in Psychology was changed to òPsyc 101/201 with 
a minimum grade of 70 in addition to the current requirements in English.  
 
Departmental New policy for junior transfer 
In coordination with the Media Studies Program the committee approved the 
following changes: 
 
Students wishing to major in Media and Communication are accepted 
provisionally until they have achieved an average grade of 70 or more in 
MCOM 201 and MCOM202; and an average grade of 70 or more in ENGL 
203 and ENGL 204. Students admitted as media and communication majors 
must maintain an average of 70 or more in their first three semesters in major 
courses in order to remain in the program. 
Transfer to Media and Communication from other departments within FAS is 
competitive and requires approval of the media studies program. Students will 
be considered for transfer to Media and Communication if they obtain a grade 
of 70 or more in MCOM 201 or MCOM 202, and a grade of 70 or more in 
ENGL 203. If they have taken any additional MCOM courses, the average 
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grade of all MCOM courses must be 70 or more. If they have taken ENGL 
204, their average grade in ENGL 203 and ENGL 204 must be 70 or more. 
 
Admission of students through The MasterCard Foundation 
The committee looked into the application of the students through The 
MasterCard Foundation and recommended their admission.  
 
Non Degree Students applying for admission to FAS as regular students 

 
Like in previous year, the committee adopted the following rules governing the 
process of Non Degree Students (NDS) applying for admission to FAS as 
regular students: 

¶ Applicants must submit transfer applications through the admissions 
office. 

¶ If the NDS applying for admission to FAS as a regular student is 
transferring from another college or university, they must have 
completed the equivalent of the sophomore class (30 credits or 
equivalent).  The committee notes its standing precedent of handling 
NDS transfer applicants in the same manner as transfers from other 
universities.  Any explicit exceptions to that general profile should be 
handled on a case-by-case basis keeping in mind that we do not want 
NDS status to be allowed to function as de facto òback dooró for 
undergraduate admission.  

¶ Grade requirements are similar to transfer applications across 
faculties/schools.  All final admissions decisions depend on availability 
of spaces in the major to which the NDS is applying. 

¶ Courses successfully completed at AUB by a NDS are transferable 
(required courses with a minimum grade of 70 and elective courses with 
a minimum grade of 60). 

¶ Courses successfully completed at AUB by a NDS will be considered for 
the purposes of admission.   

 
Policies for second degrees and double majors 

 

¶ For second degree, the committee implemented that students seeking a 
second undergraduate degree can do so if one of the degrees is a BA and 
the other is a BS. Student with a BA may also pursue a second degree 
that is also a BA and a student with a BS may pursue a second degree 
that is also a BS. 

¶ The committee also adopted that up to sixty credits from another 
institution can be transferred by students seeking a second undergraduate 
degree, so that a student spends at least one academic year with a regular 
load of a minimum of 12 credits per term. In addition, all the 
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Departmental requirements on minimum grades, etc. will be applied to 
those courses to determine if they are eligible to be transferred.  

¶ For double majors, the committee adopted that students may pursue 
undergraduate majors simultaneously as was the case in the previous 
year. 

 
Undergraduate Admission: 
Mid-year admission (Spring 2015-2016): 
Out of 80 applicants to the freshman class, the UAC accepted 51, and out of 
190 applicants to the sophomore class, the Committee accepted 116 students 
(with 117 FAS majors). The distribution of accepted sophomore applicants is 
shown in Table II . 
 
First Semester Admission (Fall 2016-2017):  
The Executive Admissions Committee (EAC), in January 2016, accepted 286 
applicants (237 sophomore and 49 freshman) who qualified for early admission 
(EA) to undergraduate study for the academic year 2016-2017, as stated in the 
AUB Undergraduate catalogue 2015-2016, p.35.  The distribution of accepted 
applicants is shown in Table III .   
 
The EAC has reviewed and acted upon applicants to the undergraduate 
admissions. Counts which were done in June 2016 showed that: out of 605 
freshman applicants, the Committee accepted 514 including Children of 
Alumni, Faculty and Staff, who have been admitted to the freshman class on 
the basis of Special University criteria. In total the Committee accepted 1908 
out of 2473 applicants to the sophomore class. Children of Alumni, Faculty and 
Staff have been admitted to the Sophomore Class on the basis of Special 
University criteria. Admissions continues for the ninth year to implement the 
FAS norm and offer unspecified choice of major admission to sophomore 
applicants who did not satisfy all the requirements for the indicated choices 
while their SAT and CMS scores are equivalent to or above the cut off score. A 
comprehensive distribution enlisting early and regular accepted applicants is 
shown in Table IV. 
 
University Preparatory Program: 
The University Preparatory Program (UPP) continued to prepare applicants to 
take SAT (both parts, verbal and mathematical reasoning). After completion of 
this program applicants will join the freshman class or request to be considered 
by Admissions for regular sophomore admission.  
 
As previously agreed, consideration of UPP applicants has been dependent on 
the high scores (AV 800) calculated similar to regular applicants (see Table V). 
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Junior Transfers from Other Universities: 
As per previous Annual Reports, the Committee continued to admit students at 
the Junior level if they have completed the equivalent of 60 credits including 
freshman.  The Committee has also agreed to admit transfer applicants to FAS 
majors at the sophomore level provided they attained a GPA of 3.0/4.0 (80%) 
and above in at least 24 credits of coursework, depending on seat availability. A 
total of 120 credits (including freshman) are needed for graduation. All transfer 
students are required to satisfy departmental, faculty and general university 
course requirements (at least 45 credits at AUB out of which a minimum of 21 
credits should be in their major department). Exemption from any required 
course (including Arabic) will be determined on a course-by-course basis by the 
various departments after registration.  As per previous years, at the 
Committeeõs request, the Admissionsõ Office notified transfer students, that 
they should submit the syllabi of the courses for early consideration by the 
Faculty along with their application. Upon confirmation of admission, accepted 
transfer applicants were instructed to contact the FAS Deanõs Office-Student 
section to finalize their potential sophomore transferrable credits. The 
Committee then communicates to the Offices of Registrar with copies to the 
Office of Admissions, Academic adviser and the concerned student(s), the 
exact number of transferable credits prior to advising and registration (see 
Table V). 
 
Transfers within Arts and Sciences: 
The Committee continued its periodic review and updating of requirements for 
transfer within the Faculty (interdepartmental and transfer of freshman to 
majors) (see Table V). 
 
 
D. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
1. The Committee maintains that the Admissions continues the FAS trend for 
offering unspecified choice of major admission to applicants who do not satisfy 
all the requirements for the indicated choices while their SAT and CMS scores 
are equivalent to or above the cut off score. 
 
2. The Committee urges the Office of Admission to scrutinize all transfer 
applications before transmitting them to the FAS Undergraduate Admissions 
Committee; complete applications should include an updated transcript as well 
as course syllabi for all courses taken including those that are in progress. Such 
applicants must send their university catalogue as well, unless posted 
electronically. 
 
3. As in previous years, the committee requires that filling òForm 3ó in the 
application folder be mandatory for all applicants. The information to be given 
on this form includes the average of the class, the average of the applicant, the 



 

 

33 

 

applicantõs rank in class and the number of students in that class. School 
records submitted in any other form must not be accepted.  
 
4. The Committee understands that few applicants will still be at a disadvantage 
and their school records are standardized against the general averages and 
standard deviations, hence, recommends to the EAC that these cases should be 
looked at individually as it is the norm in the FAS. 
 
5. To continue admitting students coming from the different tracks of the 
Lebanese Baccalaureate to any major in FAS and to ask admitted students to 
take certain supplementary courses for no credit, if they choose a field of study 
different from their Baccalaureate track. For example, students coming from 
the literary track may go into a science major if they complete the Freshman 
Science requirements for their chosen major. 
 
6. The Committee insisted that Departments should abide by their transfer 
requirements as per catalogue.  Exceptions maybe considered by the 
Committee upon providing proper justification by the concerned chairperson. 

 

7. The Committee recommended to be lenient with transfer deadlines and to 
possibly make decisions on a rolling basis.  
 
8. The Committee approved the granting of credits, based upon the grades and 
topics covered, for AP, GCE-AL in addition to IB holders who opt to apply to 
the freshman class. 
 
9. The Committee reaffirmed its previous recommendation stating that the 
English Language Proficiency Requirement (ELPR) will only be required from 
those coming from institutions of higher learning where the language of 
instruction is not English. 
 
10. The Committee agreed that FAS students wishing to transfer to a different 
major or join a major (FR) must fill the proper online forms for change of 
major and have them endorsed by their adviser and/or chairman.  
 
11. The Committee insisted on having the on-line transfer application forms 
tailored to meet faculty requirements since   interfaculty forms do not fully 
correspond with FAS requirements.  

 

 
 

Digambara Patra 
Chairperson 
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Table I 

 

FAS UG Enrollment Caps for AY 2016-17 Submitted on Nov. 16, 2015 
 

Department Remarks CAP  

Arabic & Near Eastern Studies - none 

Biology - New SO = 100 
Transfers= none 

Chemistry - New SO= 100 
Transfers= none 

Computer Science  - 
New SO = 60 

Economics - New SO = 110 
Transfers= none 

Education - none 

English - none 

Fine Arts & Art History - none 

Geology & Petroleum Studies 1st priority: Bac-II in "General 
Science" or "Life Science" 
2nd priority: Bac-II in Econ 
provided they complete missing 
freshman requirements (Math-102, 
Chem 101+L, and Chem-102+L) 
during their sophomore year. 

New SO= 20 
 

History & Archaeology - none 

Mathematics - none 

Philosophy  - none 

Physics  - none 

Political Studies & Public Administration - none 

Psychology - none 

Sociology, Anthropology & Media Studies - New  MCOM SO= 
40 

New  SOAN SO= 
none 

Transfers= none 

   

New Freshman Class of  2016-17  - 360 
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Table II  

 

Distribution of Accepted Undergraduate Applicants 
Spring 2015-2016 

 
MAJOR ACCEPTED 

Art History - 

Applied Mathematics 4 

Arabic Language & Literature - 

Archaeology - 

Biology 16 

Chemistry 18 

Computer Science 14 

Economics 14 

Education/Elementary 1 

English Literature 1 

English Language 1 

Geology - 

History 1 

Mathematics Arts - 

Mathematics Science 5 

Media & Communications 9 

Philosophy - 

Physics 4 

Political Studies 5 

Psychology 13 

Petroleum Studies 7 

Public Administration 1 

Studio Art 1 

Sociology & Anthropology 1 

Statistics 1 

                              Total _Accepted Sophomore  116* 

                              Total _Accepted Freshman 51 

Grand Total 167 

* Actual number =  117FAS majors; a student may be accepted to more than one major and this is 

what makes the count by major different from that of applicants. 
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Table III  

 

Distribution of Early Accepted Undergraduate Applicants 
Fall 2016-2017 

 

MAJOR ACCEPTED 

Art History 1 

Applied Mathematics 7 

Arabic Language & Literature - 

Archaeology - 

Biology 101 

Chemistry 17 

Computer Science 19 

Economics 24 

Education/Elementary - 

English Literature 1 

English Language - 

Geology 1 

History - 

Mathematics Arts 1 

Mathematics Science 16 

Media & Communications 4 

Philosophy - 

Physics 29 

Political Studies 4 

Psychology 9 

Petroleum Studies 2 

Public Administration - 

Studio Art 1 

Sociology & Anthropology - 

Statistics 1 

                              Total _Accepted Sophomore 237* 

                              Total _Accepted Freshman 49 

                            Grand Total 286 

* Actual number =  238 FAS majors; a student may be accepted to more  
than one major and this is what makes the count by major different from  
that of applicants. 
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Table IV 
   

FAS Admissions Figures for Fall 2016- 17 
 

   

   

MAJOR 

 2016 - 17 201710 

 
CMS* AP AC C E 

Expected Yield 
16-17 

AHST  

500 

13 1 - - 0.00 

APPM  134 50 13 9 0.18 

ARLL  9 1 - - 0.00 

AROL  18 3 - - 0.00 

BIOL   625 972 335 86 95 0.28 

CHEM   520 725 251 55 94 0.37 

CMPS  530 702 220 43 77 0.35 

ECON  

500 

677 340 62 103 0.30 

ELEM   113 15 3 7 0.47 

ELIT   68 21 7 7 0.33 

ELNG   26 6 - 1 0.17 

GEOL  40 9 1 2 0.22 

HIST   22 2 1 1 0.50 

MATA  45 10 - 1 0.10 

MATS  379 150 20 26 0.17 

MCOM  409 128 17 30 0.23 

PHIL   34 3 1 2 0.67 

PHYS  559 245 37 43 0.18 

POLS  313 72 6 9 0.13 

PSYC  468 173 41 45 0.26 

PTST  314 71 7 11 0.15 

PUBA  180 30 3 6 0.20 

SART  109 18 - 3 0.17 

SOAN  65 12 2 1 0.08 

STAT  70 6 3 1 0.17 

Total (UG)**    2473 1908 364 574 0.30 

MJRL (FR)  470 605 514 241 362 0.70 

 
Codes: 
AP: Applied 
AC: Accepted 
C: Confirmed 
E: Previous yearsõ data of Enrolled 

Expected Yield = previous yearsõ data of Enrolled / Accepted  

CMS: ( { [(School Av1-Mean1)/(SD1)] * 100 + 500 } + { [School Av2-Mean2)/(SD2)] * 100 + 500 } )/2 
SD: Standard Deviation         
* Not an absolute cut off 

**Doesnõt represent counts per head 
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Table  V 
     
Distribution of Second Degree, Transfers, Special Not Working for a 

Degree and Old Returning for AY 2015-16 
     

TERM  Sõ14-15 

  App. A D E 

   Readmission of Old Returning Students 6 6 - 4 

     

TERM  Fõ15 

  App. A D E 

I.   Transfers Within FAS 147 147 - 130 

     A)FR Transfers 79 79 - 68 

     B)Inter-Departmental Transfers 68 68 - 62 

         i)  SO 15 15 - 12 

         ii)  JR 37 37 - 35 

         iii) SR 16 16 - 16 

II. Interfaculty Transfers 41 33 8 21 

II.   Transfers From other Universities 33 21 12 6 

IV.  Second Degree 14 12 2 6 

         i)  AUB 10 10 - 6 

         ii)  Non-AUB 4 2 2 - 

V.  Readmission of Old Returning Students 17 17 - 8 

VI. University Preparatory Program 11 10 1 3 

     

TERM  SPõ16 

  App. A D E 

I.   Transfers Within FAS 65 65 - 64 

     A)FR Transfers 23 23 - 22 

     B)Inter-Departmental Transfers 42 42 - 42 

         i)  SO 2 2 - 2 

         ii)  JR 28 28 - 28 

         iii) SR 12 12 - 12 

II. Interfaculty Transfers 59 41 18 29 

III.   Transfers From other Universities 14 8 6 3 

IV.  Second Degree 5 5 - 5 

         i)  AUB 4 4 - 4 

         ii)  Non-AUB 1 1 - 1 

V.  Readmission of Old Returning Students 10 10 - 7 

VI. University Preparatory Program 7 7 - 5 

     
Codes: 
App.: Total Applicants; A: Accepted; D: Declined; E: Enrolled 
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UNDERGRADUTE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE  

  
 
A. MEMBERSHIP     
  
Chairperson: 
Leila Dagher, Associate Professor, Economics 
  
Members: 
Hala Abu Arraj, Associate Registrar 
Fatima Abu Salem, Associate Professor, CMPS 
Jean Azar, FAS Student Services 
Nadia Bou Ali, Assistant Professor, CVSP 
Joanna Doummar, Assistant Professor, Geology 
Hatim El Hibri, Assistant Professor, SOAS 
Rabih El Mouhayer, Assistant Professor, Education 
George Fargellah, student representative 
Faraj Hasanayn, Professor, Chemistry 
Rola Khishfe, Associate Professor, Education (Member of the Senate Academic 
Development Committee) 
Thomas Kim, Associate Professor, FAAH 
Wafic Sabra, Professor, Physics (Chair of the Senate Academic Development 
Committee) 
 
 
B. COMMITTEE POLICIES    
  
In its first meeting, the Committee voted to give the Chairperson a mandate to 
rule on any recurrent petitions and to sign all equivalence forms and transfer of 
courses from other universities. All remaining student petitions and proposals 
submitted by departments were discussed during meetings. Circular votes were 
used only when necessary; less than four times during the year. 
  
 
C. COMMITTEE ACTIONS    
  
The committee met thirteen times during the 2015-2016 academic year. It 
approved 244 petitions (38 were declined), 213 course equivalences (20 were 
declined), 75 study abroad applications, and 12 course equivalence letters for 
students admitted as Junior transfers. The committee also discussed and 
approved the following departmental proposals: 
 
Complete restructuring of the MCOM program including adding several new 

courses, deleting some courses, changing pre and co-requisites, renumbering 
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courses, freezing the diploma, altering the major requirements and 
introducing a Minor in Film and Visual Studies. 

Complete restructuring of the FAAH program including adding several new 
courses, deleting some courses, changing pre and co-requisites, renumbering 
courses and using new acronyms, and altering major and minor 
requirements. 

Adding a new English course ENG 245, changing the course description of 
several courses, and amending the Minor in Translation requirements. 

Modifying the Economics major requirements by reducing the number of 
economics electives by one and increasing the number of economics 
required courses by one. Adding a new economics course ECON 290 
(special topics), changing the prerequisites of some courses, amending 
several course descriptions, revising the minor in Economics, and changing 
the requirements for undergraduate students taking economics graduate 
courses. 

Changing a few Sociology course descriptions and amending the Minor in 
Anthropology requirements. 

Adding a new geology course to the curriculum. 
Revising the course description of five Education courses including amending 

some prerequisites. 
Deletion of nine Biology courses that are no longer being offered, amending 

the course descriptions of four courses, and adding a new course. 
A revised Minor in Gender Studies. 
A revised Minor in American Studies. 
Introducing a new course Arabic 256, cross-listing a course with MEST, and 

changing the Minor in Arabic requirements. 
Changing the prerequisite of Chemistry 217/218 and amending the Minor in 

Chemistry requirements. 
Changing the prerequisites of Physics 235 and 225 and amending the major 

requirements. 
Modifying the Philosophy major requirements. 
Revising the course descriptions of Math 218 and 219. 
Introducing a new Psychology course, Psychology 229. 

  
 
D. RECOMMENDATIONS  
  
With the recent surge in interdisciplinary programs, discussing such programs 
among concerned departments and seeking feedback from all departments that 
might be affected has become an integral part of the process of creating such a 
program or making changes to an existing one. 
 
FAS departments should make sure that their policies and requirements apply 
to all students equally. Whether a student is a transfer student or on a 
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scholarship should not be a reason to grant exceptions to existing requirements 
that otherwise would not have been granted.  
 
The practice of waiting to submit petitions during the semester when students 
are supposed to graduate should be discouraged and perhaps a deadline could 
be set whereby the students are obliged to petition for certain issues at least one 
semester before graduating. 
 
For courses that overlap significantly and for which it is explicitly mentioned in 
the catalog that students can receive credit for only one of the courses, the 
Registrarõs office should devise a way to automatically alert students to that 
issue while they are registering. 
 
There should be clear rules regarding cross or parallel registration in local 
universities to minimize any abuse of the system especially for courses that are 
seen as easier than their counter-parts offered at AUB.  
 
The committee recommended the addition of the following statement on both 
the Registrarõs and the GE course equivalency lists: òThe list of previous course 
equivalence does not guarantee current or future equivalence. The approval of 
the Chairperson is still required for any course equivalenceó. 
 
The general criteria for minor approvals especially in the humanities and social 
sciences should be clarified. Some members suggested requiring PLOs for all 
minors. 
  
 
  Leila Dagher 
 Chairperson 
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE  

 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP  
 
Chairperson:   
Houssam El-Rassy, Associate Professor, Chemistry 
 
Members: 
Ghassan Antar, Associate Professor, Physics (2017) 
Gregory Allen Burris, Assistant Professor, Sociology, Anthropology and Media 
Studies (2017)  
Fatimah El Jamil, Assistant Professor, Psychology (2017) 
Courtney David Fugate, Associate Professor, Civilization Sequence Program 
(2016) 
Patrick Kuehner Lewtas, Assistant Professor, Philosophy (2016) 
Digambara Patra, Associate Professor, Chemistry (2017) 
Haidar Safa, Associate Professor, Computer Science (2017) 
Hala Abu Arraj, Associate Registrar, Ex-Officio. 
Leila Knio, Student Services Officer. 
Jean Azar, Student Record Officer. 
Hussein Baydoun, Student representative (2016). 

 
 

B.  COMMITTEE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

The Committee has the power to make exceptions to academic rules and 
regulations in special cases, by ruling on requests and petitions from FAS 
undergraduate students pertaining to their academic status and records. During 
the 2012-13 academic year, the Committee, with support form the FAS IT 
department, has introduced the Online Petitions and Forms System (OPFS). It 
is a web application that automates the process of submitting petitions and 
forms in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS). Active FAS students can 
submit their petition forms online and track their progress. Advisors, course 
instructors, department chairs, as well as the chair of the committee and the 
Dean can submit their recommendation/decision electronically. Decisions are 
then forwarded to the registrar or other concerned parties for implementation.  

In line with a policy that was approved by the FAS in 2009, the Committee 
continued allowing students to repeat courses more than three times. 
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The Committee authorized the Chairperson to act on òroutineó requests such 
as correction of registration records, requests for make-up of incomplete course 
work and changes of grade. 
 
 
C.  COMMITTEE ACTIONS (See Appendix 1) 
 
The Committee held 28 meetings throughout the academic year 2015-2016 to 
deal with the academic problems brought before it by undergraduate students. 
 
1. Eighteen students should have been dismissed from the Faculty by the end 

of the 2014-15 academic year, but were allowed to register, under strict 
probation status, for the Fall 2015-16 semester. From those, 15 were 
dismissed from the Faculty effective end of Fall 2015-16 because of poor 
academic standing. The remaining three were given an additional semester, 
still under strict probation status. 

 
2. Forty students should have been dropped for poor performance at the end 

of Fall 2015-16, but were given an extension of their probation status to the 
end of the Spring semester 2015-16.  Out of these 40 students, 11 removed 
their probation and are currently students in good standing while one 
graduated.  

 
3. The Committee reviewed the academic records of students on strict 

probation who had received letters stating that they would be considered for 
dismissal from the Faculty if they did not remove their academic probation 
at the end of the Spring semester 2015-16.  A total of 39 students were 
dropped from the Faculty because of poor academic standing (28 effective 
end of Spring 2015-16, 11 effective end of Summer 2016), eighteen students 
were reinstated and were allowed to register allowed to extend their strict 
probation status for Fall 2016-17 and after providing the Committee with 
convincing reasons for their reinstatement (see Appendix 2). 

 
4. The Committee received readmission requests from students who were 

dropped from AUB after having spent one year at a recognized institution 
of higher learning. Ten students have been readmitted on strict probation in 
Fall 2015, one student has been readmitted on strict probation in Spring 
2016. 

     
Irregular Loads 
 
Permission to take less than 12 credits was granted by the Committee to 
graduating students, new students in their first year at AUB, students with 
health or family problems, students working for a second degree and, in few 
instances, students with work employment outside AUB. 
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Students were permitted to take more than 17 credits provided that their 
average was above 80 during the last two regular semesters. The Committee 
continued to allow graduating students whose cumulative average is 80 or 
above to take up to 21 credits either in their last semester or in the one that 
precedes it provided they secure their adviserõs approval (see Appendix 1). 
 
Incomplete Grades, Grade Changes, Correction of Record  
 
Requests for make-up of incomplete work were approved for students with 
health and/or family problems. Requests for change of grade were considered 
only for errors done by course instructors in calculating or reporting final 
grades.  The Committee honoured all correction-of-record requests from 
students, which were due to advising and/or registration issues (see Appendix 
1). Requests for repeating a final exam were approved under very exceptional 
conditions such as a student suffering from a health problem while taking the 
exam.  
 
 
D. RECOMMENDATIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS  
 
The Committeeõs recommendations are:  
                                                                                                                
To implement some changes to the online petitions approval process wherein 
the petitions should automatically go to the next step if no action is taken at a 
specific level within a week. This does not apply to the FAS student section, the 
chair of the FAS USAAC, and the Dean of FAS.  
  
To invite early in the Fall semester the FAS faculty members to a presentation 
on the duties of the committee followed by a discussion. The USAAC is also 
ready to give a short presentation during the FAS faculty meeting for elections. 
 
To recommend that course instructors mention to their students at the 
beginning of the semester that they cannot drop them from the course because 
of excessive absence if this will result in leaving them with less than 12 credits, 
even if this is mentioned in the course syllabus. The students who fall within 
this category are obliged to attend the lectures, otherwise they will receive a 
failing grade.   
 
To recommend the implementation of the drop decisions only at the end of the 
Spring semester of each academic year. 
 
To recommend bringing the issue of part-time students to the Board of Deans 
to be discussed and to make a University-wide decision to allow part-time 
status.  
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To recommend that non-graduating Arts and Sciences undergraduate students 
registered for less than 12 credits without securing the approval of the FAS 
Undergraduate Student Academic Affairs Committee to be dropped from all 
their courses at the end of the Drop and Add period. 
 

 
Houssam El-Rassy 
Chairperson  
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Appendix 1: 

Major Actions Taken by the FAS USAAC, AY 15-16 
          

    Fall 15 SPRING 16     

Subject P1 A2 D3 Total P1 A2 D3 Total 

Correction of record/change in course schedule 0 125 23 148 0 103 16 119 

Withdraw Late from a Course 0 129 61 190 0 113 48 161 

Dropping students from a course for excessive absences 0 10 8 18 0 7 16 23 

Extra Load for students in good standing             TOTAL  0 57 33 91 1 23 15 39 

 18 crs 0 45 24 69 1 17 13 31 

 19 crs 0 9 4 13 0 2 1 3 

 20 crs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 21 crs 0 4 5 9 0 4 1 5 

 24 crs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Extra Load for students on probation                  TOTAL  0 2 5 7 0 4 1 7 

Readmission of dropped students after 1 yr at another 
Univ.4 

0 10 3 13 0 1 2 3 

Reconsideration of 'drop from faculty' decision 0 5 1 6 0 6 4 10 

Extension of Strict Probation 0 2 0 2 0 1 1 2 

Repeating a course for the 4th time or more 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Underload for students in good standing 0 27 9 36 0 29 10 39 

Underload for students on probation 0 1 0 7 0 5 1 6 

Retake Final Exam 0 2 3 5 1 1 1 3 

Audit a Course 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Reinstate in a Course 0 2 1 3 0 0 2 2 

Extension of Incomplete 0 5 2 7 0 5 1 6 

Incomplete Course Work 'Form 1' 0 116 0 116 5 52 8 65 

Change of Grade 'Form 3' 0 168 5 173 0 46 2 48 

          

          

  SUMMER 15  

Subject P1 A2 D3 Total     

Correction of record/change in course schedule 0 50 9 59     

Withdraw Late from a Course 0 22 6 28     

Extra Load for students in good standing             TOTAL  0 1 1 1     

 10 crs 0 0 1 1     

 11 crs 0 0 0 0     

 12 crs 0 1 0 1     

Extra Load for students on probation                  TOTAL  0 0 0 0     

Readmission of dropped students after 1 yr at another Univ.4 0 0 0 0     

Reconsideration of 'drop from faculty' decision 0 3 8 11     

Repeating a course for the 4th time or more 0 0 0 0     

Retake Final Exam 0 2 1 0     

Reinstate in a Course 0 1 0 1     

Extension of Incomplete 0 0 1 1     

Incomplete Course Work 'Form 1' 0 26 2 28     

Change of Grade 'Form 3' 0 11 0 11     

1Pending      

2Approved 

3Declined 

4Students in this category are readmitted on strict probation 
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Appendix 2: 
Major Actions Taken by the FAS USAAC (AY 15-16)  

(Students on Strict Probation)  

         

End of Fall 2015-16 Total*          

I.   Drop From Faculty 15         

II.  Extend Drop till Spring 2016 3         

III. Drop Automatically end of Spring 2016 40        

         

         

         

End of Spring 2015-16 Total*         

I.   A) Drop From Faculty          

II.  Extend Drop till Fall 2016          

III. Extend Drop till Spring 2017 0         

         

End of Summer 2015-16 Total*         

I.   A) Drop From Faculty          

       

*Final decisions after reconsideration         
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PART III  
 
 
 

REPORTS OF THE ACADEMIC UNITS  
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THE ANIS MAKD ISI PROGRAM IN LITERATURE  
 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS 
 
The Anis Makdisi Program in Literature (AMPL) was inaugurated at the Faculty 
of Arts and Sciences at the American University of Beirut in October 2002. The 
aim of the program is to promote and support interdisciplinary dialogue, 
develop literary and humanistic studies at AUB, and encourage openness to 
different cultural forms and traditions in literature, in keeping with the 
approaches elaborated in the work of Anis K. Makdisi. The Program fosters 
intellectual dialogue and scholarly exchange among members of different 
departments, their students, and visiting scholars. The Program's activities 
include seminars, lecture series, workshops and conferences on various topics 
in cultural and literary studies, in order to provide a forum for scholarly 
dialogue among the various academic communities in Lebanon. In addition, 
two student scholarships are awarded annually; a graduate fellowship to support 
graduate studies in literature at AUB, and an undergraduate scholarship for 
undergraduate studies. A centerpiece of the program is the Anis K. Makdisi 
Memorial Lecture, held annually at AUB, and given by a leading scholar or 
author. The Program has continued its varied activities in the academic year 
2014-2015 (multilingual events as noted below, in terms of an international 
conference, a week-long workshop, the Memorial lecture, various invited talks, 
in addition to three publications).  AMPL continued working closely together 
with different programs and departments at AUB as well as with educational, 
academic and cultural institutions and intellectuals from Lebanon and abroad.  
Most of the events have been covered by media and press, and on online 
forums as well. 
 
 
B. PERSONNEL  
 

1. Director  
 
El-Bizri, Nader 

 
2. Advisory Committee  

 
Ahmad Dallal 
Sirene Harb 
Maher Jarrar  
Assaad Khairallah 
Saree Makdisi (UCLA) 

 
 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/cvsp/Pages/Jarrar.aspx
http://sareemakdisi.net/
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3. Graduate Assistant 
 
Fall Semester 
Nuwayhid, Wissam 

 
 
C. EVENTS 
 
òAnfeh Unveiledó (archaeology and heritage preservation) 
A Public lecture by Nadine Panayot Haroun (Balamand University) 
September 28, 2015 
 
òThe Impact of the Protestant and Catholic Translations of the Bible on the 
Arab Renaissanceó 
A Public lecture by Amin Albert Rihani (Notre Dame University) 
November 2, 2015 (organized in association with the Near East School of 
Theology) 
 
òPhilosophy and Religion as a ôWay of Lifeõó 
A regional colloquium organized in association with Notre Dame University, 
the University of Mashhad in Iran, and the Cedars Institute in Lebanon 
November 19, 2015 
 
òCelebrating the English Translation of an Anis Makdisi Arabic Poemó 
A cultural community-outreach event organized in association with the AUB 
English Department and the Ahliah School in Beirut 
December 7, 2015 
 
òAbsence: The Manifestations of a Recollected Presenceó 
A poetry reading session by May Muzaffar (Poet based in Jordan), organized in 
association with the AUB English Department and the Center for Arab and 
Middle Eastern Studies 
December 8, 2015 
 
òIssam Mahfouz: Pioneering Poet and Playwrightó 
A symposium organized in association with the Center for Lebanese Cultural 
Heritage (Lebanese American University) and Al-Madina Theater in Beirut 
February 3, 2016 
 
òA Muslim-Christian Shared Holiday in Lebanon: On Virgin Mary and the 
Annunciationó 
A roundtable organized in association with the Issam Fares Institute 
March 24, 2016 
 
òCharles Malik the Philosopher: Reflections on Process and Impactó 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AMPL%20Lecture%20(Nadine%20Panayot)%2028%20September%202015%20-%206pm%20-%20Boustani%20Auditorium,%20Van%20Dyck.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AMPL%20Lecture%20(Nadine%20Panayot)%2028%20September%202015%20-%206pm%20-%20Boustani%20Auditorium,%20Van%20Dyck.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Arabic%20Bible%20150th.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Arabic%20Bible%20150th.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Philosophy%20Religion%20Way%20of%20Life%2019%20November%202015%20West%20Hall%20A.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Philosophy%20Religion%20Way%20of%20Life%2019%20November%202015%20West%20Hall%20A.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/English-AMPL-Ahliah%207%20December%207pm%20West%20Hall%20A.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/English-AMPL-Ahliah%207%20December%207pm%20West%20Hall%20A.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/May%20Muzaffar%20POETRY%20(8%20Dec.%205pm%20-%20West%20Hall%20B).pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/May%20Muzaffar%20POETRY%20(8%20Dec.%205pm%20-%20West%20Hall%20B).pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Issam%20Mahfouz%203%20February%202016%206pm%20Bathish%20Aud.%20West%20Hall.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Issam%20Mahfouz%203%20February%202016%206pm%20Bathish%20Aud.%20West%20Hall.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/IFI-AMPL%20Muslim-Christian%20Encounters%20(24%20March%202016%20-%205pm%20-%20IFI%20Aud.%20AUB).pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/IFI-AMPL%20Muslim-Christian%20Encounters%20(24%20March%202016%20-%205pm%20-%20IFI%20Aud.%20AUB).pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Charles%20Malik%20NDU-AUB%2030-31%20March%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/Charles%20Malik%20NDU-AUB%2030-31%20March%202016.pdf
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An international conference organized in association with the Institute for 
Lebanese Thought at Notre Dame University 
March 30-31, 2016 
 
òThe Ikhwan al-Safa' and their Rasa'iló 
A public lecture by Ian Richard Netton (University of Exeter) 
April 4, 2016 
 
òThe Sea is Our Life: Seaborne Exploration in Medieval Islamó 
A public lecture by Dionisius A. Agius (University of Exeter) 
April 5, 2016 
 
òArab, Middle Eastern and Islamic Studiesó 
A state-of-the field workshop organized in association with the Center for Arab 
and Middle Eastern Studies, the Civilization Studies Program, the Jafet Library 
and the Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter 
April 4-5, 2016 
 
òLiberal Arts and the Modern Universityó 
An international forum organized in association with the Civilization Studies 
Program and the Center for Arts and Humanities, with participations from 
Columbia University, the American University in Cairo, Notre Dame 
University, the Lebanese American University, Balamand University 
May 5, 2016 
 
 
D. PUBLICATION  
 
Publication in 2016 in association with Dar al-Farabi (Beirut) of a poetry book 
in Arabic by the late poet and playwright Issam Mahfouz  
 
 
E. PROJECTS 
 
Hosting the òLotus Projectó to document and study the legacy, impact and 
relevance of the works of the anti-colonial writers of the Afro-Asian Writer's 
Association (AAWA) and their journal Lotus that was published in Arabic, 
English and French from Cairo and Beirut from the 1960s to the late 1980s. 
 
  Nader El-Bizri  
 Director 
 

 
 
 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AUB-EXETER%20%20College%20Hall%20B1%204-5%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AUB-EXETER%20%20College%20Hall%20B1%204-5%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AUB-EXETER%20%20College%20Hall%20B1%204-5%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AUB-EXETER%20%20College%20Hall%20B1%204-5%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AUB-EXETER%20%20College%20Hall%20B1%204-5%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/AUB-EXETER%20%20College%20Hall%20B1%204-5%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/ampl/PublishingImages/CVSP%20Workshop-Forum%205%20May%202016%20(West%20Hall%20-%20Aud.%20B).pdf
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DEPARTMENT OF  
ARABIC AND NEAR EASTERN LANGUAGE S 

 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    
 
The Department of Arabic & Near Eastern Languages has witnessed several 
triumphs this year and some of its usual setbacks:  
 
Our recruitment efforts have again borne little fruit. The latest search 
committees recommended two candidates for the medieval Arabic literature 
position, suggesting a third alternate. The first of these came for a campus visit, 
which was cut short by AUB studentsõ protesting his recent involvement with 
Israeli academic institutions. The candidate chose to cut short his visit, and the 
matter was not pursued further. As of this writing, the second candidate 
continues to await the issuing of a travel permit, which would allow her to 
reenter the United States after a visit to Beirut. We are considering a campus 
visit in the fall. The third has accepted a position at the University of Chicago.  
 
The modern literature position attracted a weak field, such that the search 
committee could not recommend a candidate.   
 
The graduate program continues to admit applicants, mostly at the masterõs 
level. Several have been granted provisional admission pending their successful 
completion of remedial classes. 
 
Two matters of concern are that because of the limited number of Graduate 
assistantships, we are not able to offer support to some deserving applicants, 
with the result that some promising applicants have chosen not to pursue 
graduate studies in Arabic at AUB because of the high fees and the lack of 
support. 
 
Triumphs:  For the first time in 30 years, two PhD candidates have completed 
or are completing their degrees this academic year:  Hanadi Dayyeh defended in 
January 2016; Chafika Ouail is to defend on 28 May 2016.  
 
The PhD program has admitted two European students of Arabic, one who 
completed her masterõs degree in at the Beirut branch of IFPO, writing in 
Arabic a thesis on Lebanese novelist Michael Neami. The second is the first 
recipient of the Waterbury Fellowship.  
 
What is more, two Arabic majors are graduating at the end of the current 
academic year, for the first time in almost a decade.  
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Highlight: In May 2016, AGYA-AUB hosted the conference Insatiable Appetite: 
Food as a Cultural Signifier, which ended in a gala Abbasid Banquet in which our 
Hebraist, Brigitte Caland, who is also a trained Michelin star chef supervised the 
preparations. The conference and the banquet involved participation from the 
academy and civil society, such that it attracted the attention of the press. It 
was, as such, an opportunity for interaction between AUB and its community. 
More such activities are planned and are welcomed by the community.  
 
 
B. PERSONNEL     
 

4. Faculty Members    
Agha, Saleh Said  Professor Ph.D. 

Baalbaki, Ramzi Professor,  
Jewett Chair 

Ph.D. 

Jarrar, Maher Professor* Ph.D. 

Khairallah, Assaad Professor Ph.D. 

Naimy, Nadeem Professor* Ph.D. 

Tuqan, Fawwaz Professor Ph.D. 

Wilmsen, David Professor, Chair Ph.D. 

Orfali, Bilal Associate Professor  Ph.D. 

Al Zein, Abdel Fattah  
Kattoura, Georges 
Kozah, Mario 
Rachid El Daif            

Senior Lecturer* 

Senior Lecturer* 

Lecturer * 
Lecturer *         

3éme cycle 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 

Jiha, George Lecturer Ph.D. 

Caland, Brigitte Lecturer* Ph.D 

Hajjar, Olga Instructor* M.A. 

Nahas El Zein, Raghda Instructor M.A. 

Malti, Samir Instructor* M.A. 

Mallah, Jihad Instructor* M.A. 

Horr, Nermine Instructor* M.A. 

__________________ 
*Part-time 

 
5. Research Assistants   

 
Fall Semester   

al-Khalidy, Sarah   

Ana Iriarte Diaz   
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Spring Semester   

al-Khalidy, Sarah   

Ana Iriarte Diaz   

Jammal, Lina   

  
6. Jewett Chair Editorial/Administrative Coordinator 

 
Kaedbey, Rana 
 

7. Graduate Assistants   
 
Fall Semester 

Ibrahim, Safaa   Dabbagh, Racha 

El-Tall, Samia  Hoballah, Zalfa 

Spring Semester   

Dabbagh, Racha  El-Tall, Samia 

Ibrahim, Safaa  Hoballah, Zalfa 

 
8. Non Academic Staff   

Abbass, Aida 
 

Administrative Assistant 

C. TEACHING   
 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
BA Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 0 

 Jun. 2016 2 

 
MA Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 0 

 Jun. 2016 1 

   
PhD Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 1 

 
2. Number of Majors   
  

PhD  3 

MA  12 

Seniors  4 

Juniors  3 

Sophomores  3 
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3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer ô15 Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above 1 16 24 41 
211-299 37 426 405 904 
200-210 124 402 465 991 
100-199 0 32 17 49 
Total 198 876 911    1985 

  
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô15 Fall Spring Total 
300 and above  1 9 12 22 
211-299 9 66 66 141 
200-210 15 89 89 193 
100-199 0 6 9 15 
Total 25 170 176 371 

 
  
D. RESEARCH 
 
Saleh Said Agha  
 

In Press: Two Odysseys across SamǕwa: The ôAbbǕsidsõ and al-Mutanabbiõs ñ 
Two psycho-geopolitical dramasó, in The Arab ð Muslim World in Universal 
History: Forms of Authority, Power and Transformation. Festschrift in honor of Aziz 
Al-Azmeh.Brill Publishers, the series Islamic History and Civilization. 

Al-Nahw al-Latif  ЮϜнϳзСуГЯЮϜ (Tentative title), Hachette Antoine S.A.L., Beirut 
(due spring/summer 2016). 

Submitted: òGhassǕn b. AbǕn al KȊfᾝ / Al - GhassǕniyyaó, an article in about 
1000 words, Encyclopedia of Islam 3rd Ed. 

In Progress: òAl- HǕshimiyya,ó an article for the Encyclopedia of Islam 3rd ed., on 
this profoundly misunderstood/ misrepresented clandestine movement 
which toppled the Umayyads and enthroned the Abbasids. (Long overdue). 

òBakr b. al- Na Ǖ,ó an article for the Encyclopedia of Islam 3rd ed., on this exotic 

AbbǕsid knight brigand/poet. (Long overdue). 

òIbrǕhhm al- ImǕm,óan article for the Encyclopedia of Islam 3rd ed, on this 

legendary óAbbasid ImǕm. (Overdue). 
 

Ramzi Baalbaki 

òA Precursor to the rhyme system in Arabic lexicography: Ibn al-Sikkǭtõs (d. 

244/858) chapter on faôl and faôal in IlǕ al-Mantiq.ó In press (al-AbhǕth).  
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òOne word, two functions: The concept of functional replacement in 
traditional syntactic analysis.ó In press (Festschrift for Pierre Larcher).  

òThe notion of ǣarǭb in Arabic lexica.ó In press (Festschrift for Aziz al-Azmeh). 
òThe grammatical and lexicographical traditions: Mutual foundations, divergent 
paths of developmentó. In press (The Acts of the Third International 
Colloquium on the Foundations of Arabic Linguistics, INALCO, Paris, 
2014). 

òal-MaôǕĵim al-óArabiyya al-mubawwaba wa-l-muĵannasa (201-500 A.H.)ó. In 
press (The acts of the First Academic Conference of the Doha Arabic 
Historical Dictionary, Tunis, 2014). 

 
Assaad Khairallah 
 
òIntroduction to the Literature of West and Central Asiaó for the First Volume 

of Literature: A World History, co-editor. 
A solicited article on the òJourney to the Other World in World Literature.ó 

Due date: September 15, 2015 (in progress) 
A solicited article on the òContributions of Arabic Literature to World 

Literatureó for the Journal of World Literature. Due date: December 1, 2016. 
 
Fawwaz Tuqan 
 

òWhy DhȊ al-Rummah was not accepted by critics to be among the fuỠȊl of the 
classical and neoclassical Arab poetsó, (in progress). 

òWere the ten members of al-Rabitah al- Qalamiyyah influenced by Socialist 
Ideologyó, appearing 2016 in al-Arabi [Cultural magazine, Kuwait]. 

òThe unfinished poem of Ibn al-RȊmǭ: the lead-shooting crossbow poem 

(qasǭdat  ramy al-bunduq)ó, in progress. 
Editing: Gold Nuggets Necklace of the Genealogy of Vizier Mustafa Pasha:  a unique 

18th century manuscript edited with an introduction, annotation and 
authentication of hadiths. [Publication pending the name of the anonymous 
author]. 

Research Project: Study of the phenomenon of self-aggrandizement among 
Abbasid poets, especially by boasting oneõs prowess in composing poetry 
and prevailing over other poets. The book will be entitled: Self-aggrandizement 
and poetic prowess among Abbasid poets. The finished product will be around 330 
pages. (In progress). 

 
David Wilmsen 
 
Two ongoing research projects: Continuing research into negation in Arabic 
dialects; Levantine features in Maltese (with Amany Al-Sayyed of AUB 
English). 
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E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES  
 
Ramzi Baalbaki 
 
Editor of the Occasional papers Series for the Margaret Weyerhaeuser Jewett 
Chair of Arabic. Published the following paper: òThe importance of Arabic 
grammatical theory for the understanding of case in modern linguisticsó by 
Prof. Lutz Edzard of the University of Erlangen-Nürnberg. 

Served as Chair of the Academic Board of the Arabic Doha Historical 
Dictionary, sponsored by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, 
Doha, Qatar. 

Served on the following Editorial Boards: 
Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics, Brill, Leiden. 
Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies, Oslo. 
Journal of Arabic Linguistic Tradition, Washington D.C. 
Majallat al-Muôjamiyya al-ôArabiyya, Tunisia. 
Langues et Littératures du Monde Arabe, Paris. 
The Arabic Historical Dictionary. The Arabic Language Academy, Cairo. 
al-Abhath. 
Romano-Arabica, Bucharest. 
Journal of the Jordan Academy of Arabic, Amman. 

MarǕyǕ al-TurǕth, Center of Lebanese Studies, LAU. 
Regular referee in several Arab and international journals. 
Guest of honor and main speaker at the International Conference on Critical 

editions of Classical Arabic Texts, University of ǔl al-Bayt and the Jordan 
Academy of Arabic, Amman. 
The Margaret Weyerhaeuser Jewett Chair of Arabic (Prof. R. Baalbaki) 
continued sponsoring its òDistinguished Lecturer Series.ó (See below) 

 
Assaad Khairallah 
 
Member of the Senior Advisory Group for the FAS 150th Anniversary, AUB. 
Member of the Advisory Board of the Arab Center for Research and Policy 

Studies, Beirut.  
Al-Abhath, double volume 60-61 (in press). 
Alfred el-Khoury, òUnsi al-Hajjõs Surrealist Trip: From the Disarticulated Body 
to Mad Love,ó MA thesis defended on May 22, 2015. 

Nermine al Horr, ò The Traumatized Self in Two Arabic Novelsó (MA thesis, 
February 2015). 

Chafika Ouail, òLanguage as Mystical Quest: A Comparative Semantic Study of 
the ôJourneyõ Theme between the Qurõan and the Mystical Text.ó (PhD 
thesis in Arabic, to be defended 28 May 2016). 

.сТнЋЮϜ ̵ЉзЮϜм дϐϽЧЮϜ еуϠ "ϣЯϲϽЮϜ" ϣгуϫЮ ϣжϼϝЧв ϣ̵уЮъϸ ϣЂϜϼϸ :ϣ̵уТнЊ ̯ϣЯϲϼ ϣПЯЮϜ 
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Bilal Orfali  
 

Two Picaresque Tales and a Yellow Cow: Black Humor and QurǕnic 

References in HamadhǕnǭõs al-Maqama al-Mawsiliyya The Maqama and Its 
Readers: A Workshop on Arabic and Hebrew Literatures Institute for 
Advanced Study, Princeton, May 27, 2016. 

Wadad Kadiõs Scholarly Contribution to the Field of Arabic and Islamic Studies 
Celebrating a Career in the Liberal Arts AUB, Beirut April 22, 2016. 

Wine and Humanism in Early Islam Insatiable Appetite: Food as a Cultural 
Signifier AGYA-AUB, Beirut, May 12-14, 2016. 

Bad Times: Pre-modern Muslim Scholars on the Idea of Decadence. 
Reimagining Muslim Pasts Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations, Aga 

Khan University Istanbul, March 18-19, 2016. 

Against Muslim Cities: On hijǕô al-mudun in Arabic Literature American 
Oriental Society Boston, March 18-21, 2016. 

Al-óArabiyya wa-muwǕkabat al-ԄaἨr Al-lugha al-óArabiyya wa-ta addiyǕt al-óasr al-

hadǭth Lebanese American University, March 2, 2016. 

òThe MaqǕmǕt of al-HamadhǕnǭ: Manuscripts, Collection, and Early History 
Books in Montion: Exploring Concepts of Mobility in Cross-Cultural Studies of 

the Book American University of Beirut, Beirut, May 5-7, 2016. 

òHe told me, wrote to me, and sent me his bookó: AbȊ MansȊr al-ThaôǕlibǭ (d. 

429/1039) and the making of adab anthologies in KhurǕsǕn Media 
Transitions in the Arab World, Münster, Germany, Oct 30-31, 2015. 

Buddha: The Story of a Christian Muslim Saint Fluid Natures, Fluid Cultures, 
Malta, 2015. 

The Claim of Arabic: Arabic Humanities at AUB. 
Liberal Arts and Sciences in a Changing Region. 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, AUB, Beirut April 22. 

The MaqǕmǕt of al-HamadhǕnǭ: Manuscripts, Collection, and Early History. 
CVSP Brown Bag, American University of Beirut, Nov, 2015. 
Hosted a lecture by Andrew Bush. 

Hosted a lecture by Joseph Zeidan. 

Arab German Young Academy meeting in Bonn (August). 

Arab German Young Academy meeting in Abu Dhabi (October). 

Arab German Young Academy meeting in Qatar (March). 

Reader for a Phd dissertation at the Ohio State University. 

Member of Search committee for Rhetoric and Composition (English) 

Chair of Search committee for modern Arabic (Arabic). 

Chair of Search committee for classical Arabic (Arabic). 

Book review editor for Abhath. 
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Fawwaz Tuqan 
 
Refereed three articles for the Journal of Humanities (AJH), University of Kuwait: 

  ĂȀǣɀȺȎȱä ȀȞȉ Ʉȥ ĂîäȀȮǪȱä ȰɆȮȊǪȱä 
üŉĀɉä ōɄȭɀȲĊȶĆȶȱä ĈȀĊȎĆȞȱä Ʉȥ ȴǱäȀĉǪȱä ǢćǪćȭ Ʉȥ ćǦĉɅȀȞĉȊȱä ćóäȀȡĆɉä 

:ɄȲȽǠǲȱä ȀȞȊȱä Ʉȥ ÞäǼȦȱä ȈǤȭ îà ǦɆȹǠȆȱ æÞäȀȩɆŮĀȱĀǲǦɅ :(ăǠǱíɀȶȹ þɀȆȶǺȱäĀ ǦȆȵǠǺȱä ǦɆȞȶȍɉä)  

On behest of the Provost and Dean of FAS, worked on preparing an AUB 
team for BAU (Beirut Arab University) òpublic speechó lucrative 
competition.  

Trained forty-five students, mostly from the media studies program, joined the 
team for three weeks.  

Revising the reading material for new texts that are more relevant to the 
syllabus of ARAB 201B, readings for the background of modern Arabic 
literature. 

Public lecture on the history, architecture and religious importance of The 
Noble Sanctuary  of Jerusalem (invited by: Palestinian Cultural Club, The 
Southern Cultural Club and The Red Oak Club). Spring 2015, Bathish 
Auditorium.  

Acting chair spring term 2014/15. 
 
Wilmsen, David 
 
Supervision: Completed supervision of English masterõs thesis, Pragmaticalization 

of discourse markers in Lebanese Conversational Arabic by Maha Ayash; defended 
28 April 2016. 

Supervision: Two ongoing PhD students:  Ana Iriarte Díez: The cognate object 
in Lebanese Arabic; Rima Sultan Qanawati: Hertiage language learners of 
Arabic: Theory and practice 

Keynote speech (in Arabic): Arabic for Non-native Speakers Center at Qatar 
University, first annual Conference on teaching Arabic as a foreign language 
1 May 2016: Arabic as a foreign language in study abroad; Arabic as a 
heritage language in study at home. 

Conference presentation: òVerbal negation with reflexes of mhuĢ in Maltese 
and Mediterranean dialects of Arabicó 5th International conference on 
Maltese Linguistics of the International Association of Maltese Linguistics, 
June 2015. Presented research with Amany Al-Sayyed of the AUB English 
department. 

Conference presentation: òVerbal negation with reflexes of muĢ/miĢ in 
Mediterranean dialects of Arabic: Croftõs negative existential cycle in a single 
language system.ó Presented at the 11th biennial conference of the 
Association Internationale de Dialectologie Arabe (AIDA). May 2015. 

Review of manuscript: òCorpus-based teaching in the Arabic classroom: 
Theoretical and practical perspectivesó for International Journal of Applied 
Linguistics. 
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Review of manuscript: Arabic-English Translation Manual Georgetown University 
Press (now published). 

Review: On the Syntax and Semantics of Arabic Null and Optional ôan for 
Abhath. 

Review of manuscript: Arabic in the Humanities: Theories, Teaching Methods, 
Themes, Texts. Routledge. 

Member: AUB Solid Waste Management Steering Committee, Summer 2015 to 
present. 

 
F. PUBLICATIONS     

 
Saleh Agha 
 

òAbȊ Muslim al-KhurǕsǕnǭ,ó The Encyclopedia of Islam 3rd, ed. Kate Fleef et.alia, 
Brill,Leiden. Boston, 2015, 9-17. 
 
Ramzi Baalbaki 
 
The Arabic Lexicographical Tradition from the 2nd/8th to the 12th/18th 

Century. Brill, Leiden & Boston, 2014, 490 pp. 
 
Assaad Khairallah 

 
òPeter Heath 1949ð2014.ó Review of Middle East Studies, 49, 2015, pp 116-118 

doi:10.1017/rms.2015.39. 

òFarǭsa muqaddasa wa-mirõǕt mumǭta,ó in Samir Khalaf, Al-Jins fǭ l-ôǕlam al-

ôarabǭ, Dar as-SǕqǭ (2015). Translated from the original English version of 
the book. 

òUnsǭ al-HǕjj: ash-shǕôir al-fard,ó read at the Commemorative Celebration 
honoring the poet, at St. Joseph University Beirut, 20 February 2015. 

 
Bilal Orfali  
 
The Anthologistõs Art: AbƝ Mansur al-Thaõńlibŧ and His Yńtimat al-dahr. Leiden: 

Brill, 2016. 
American University of Beirut: a Century and a Half. Edited by Nadia El Cheikh, 

Lina Choueiri, and Bilal Orfali. Beirut: American University of Beirut Press, 
2016. 

The Book of Noble Character: Critical Edition of Makńrim al-akhlńq wa-mahńsin al-

ńdńb wa-badńôiõ al-awńf wa-gharńôib al-tashbŧhńt Attributed to AbƝ Mansur al-

Thaôńlibŧ. Bilal Orfali and Ramzi Baalbaki. Leiden: Brill, 2015. 

Al-Ruôyń wa-l-óibńra: dirńsńt fŧ l-adab wa-l-fikr wa-l-tńrŧkh li Wadad al-Qadi. Edited 
by Bilal Orfali. Beirut: Dńr al-Machreq, 2015. 
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òAssembling an Author: On the Making of al-Hamadhńnŧõs Maqńmńt,ó in 
Concepts of Authorship in Pre-modern Arabic Texts. Edited by Lale Behzadi and 
Jaako Hämeen-Anttila. University of Bamberg Press, 2016, 107-127. [with 
Maurice Pomerantz]. 

òThree Maqńmńt Attributed to Badŧô al-Zamńn al-Hamadhńnŧ (d. 398/1008),ó 
Journal of Abbasid Studies 2 (2015), 38-60. [with Maurice Pomerantz]  

òal-shiôr wa-taôaddud al-qirńôńt fŧ l-samńô al-SƝfŧ,ó al-Mashriq al-Raqmiyya 6 (2015). 

òMaqńmńt Badŧô al-Zamńn al-Hamadhńnŧ: al-Nass wa-l-MakhtƝtńt wa-l-Tńrŧkh,ó UsƝr 
1 (2015), 28-55. [with Maurice Pomerantz]. 

òIn Defense of the Use of Qurôńn in Adab: Ibn Abŧ l-Lutfõs Rafô al-iltibńs óan munkir al-

iqtibńs,ó The Heritage of Arabo-Islamic Learning: Studies Presented to Wadad Kadi. 

Edited by Maurice Pomerantz and Aram Shahin. Leiden: Brill, 2015, 498-527. 

al-Dŧnawarŧ, AbƝ Saȭd Nasr b. YaȭqƝb, EI3 
 
Fawwaz Tuqan 
 

òFuȊlah of Poets: a term of medieval Arab criticism but without criteria,ó al-
Mashriq 89:1, (2015): 182-213. 

 
David Wilmsen 
 
òPerfect Modality: Auxiliary verbs and finite subordinates in Levantine (and 
other) Arabics,ó al-Arabiyya 48 2015, 157ð174. 

òThe Croftõs Cycle in Arabic: The negative existential cycle in a single 
language.ó Linguistics.  Accepted for publication. 

 
 
G.  FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
 
We have been attracting undergraduate majors and we have a growing masterõs 
degree program, accepting eight students into the program, four of them as 
prospective graduate students. We have developed a minor in Semitic studies, 
revitalizing an old tradition in the department and at AUB. We are considering 
a number of new classes, including an professional writing class and a number 
of new classes for the Semitics minor. 
 
Apostille:  Summary of Margaret Weyerhaeuser Jewett Chair of Arabic:   The 
Margaret Weyerhaeuser Jewett Chair of Arabic (Prof. R. Baalbaki) continued 
sponsoring its òDistinguished Lecturer Seriesó. This yearõs distinguished 
lecturer was Prof. Yasir Suleiman, of the University of Cambridge, U.K. The 
title of his paper was òArabic in the Fray: Language Ideology, Language Anxiety 
and Language Policyó. The study will soon be published in paper form as well 
as on the Chairõs Website. Another lecture sponsored by the Chair was 
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delivered by Professor Nader Srage, titled òPolitical slogans in civil society 
movements in Egypt and Lebanon: A sociolinguistic readingó. 
 
Program Learning Objectives:  Although the numbers of our majors are 
increasing, they are all at different stages of their study, meaning that we do not 
have enough students to form a capstone class or any such senior year project. 
In any case, we know our undergraduate majors well, and we are all well aware 
of their successes in following our curriculum. That notwithstanding, we have 
two graduating seniors this year, with whom we have conducted exit interviews. 
Each expressed some misgivings about certain required classes in the 
curriculum. We shall take their reservations under advisement, pending further 
interviews with other department majors. 
   
  David Wilmsen 
  Chairperson 
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DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY  

 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    
 
One hundred fifty-three students are expected to have graduated with a BS in 
Biology between October 2015 and June 2016. Four hundred fifteen students 
were enrolled in the program. 
 
Eight students are expected to have graduated with an MS in Biology between 
October 2015 and June 2016. Five students joined the program in Fall 2015-
2016 and two in Spring 2015-2016. The total number of MS graduates enrolled 
in our program this year (2015-16) was 22. 
 
Two students graduated from the PhD program. Four new students joined the 
PhD program in Cell and Molecular Biology in Fall 2015-2016. The total 
number of PhD students enrolled in our program this year was 15.  
 
One new faculty member joined the department as assistant professors:  
Dr. Rakan Zahawi (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, PhD, 2003). 
 
The department hosted a seminar series in which the presenters were PhD 
students and MS students enrolled in BIOL 393 and 493, and seven guest 
speakers, including Dr. Arij Daou of the University of Chicago, Mr. Maroun 
Bou-Sleiman of the Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne, Dr. Sama 
Sleiman of the Lebanese American University, Dr. Mounir Abou Haidar of the 
University of Toronto, Dr. Hashim M Al-Hashimi of the Duke University, Dr. 
Amal Rahmeh of the Harvard Medical School and June Nasrallah of the 
Cornell University. 
 
The department held 9 meetings during the 2015-2016 academic year. 
 
The Biology faculty continues to work towards improving and updating its 
programs. Several changes were introduced to the graduate and undergraduate 
programs: (1) to change the catalogue description of BIOL 370 
(Bioinformatics) in order to reflect its content; (2) to change the catalogue 
descriptions of BIOL 251 (Bioinformatics), BIOL 253 (Phylogenetics), BIOL 
258L (Aquaculture Laboratory) and BIOL 266L (Oceanography Lab) in order 
to reflect their contents; (3) to remove all the courses that have not been 
offered since years. 
 
Mr. Imad Masri, the Department Technician, has been promoted to the rank of 
Senior Technician. 
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Renovation of common research lab room 218 started in January 2016 and 
ended in April 2016. Room 218 is now divided into two separate laboratories, 
one serving as a new common cell culture facility and the other as a common 
research laboratory. 
 
A new water distillation system was installed on the roof in April 2016. This 
system provides larger amounts of distilled water to all laboratories (teaching , 
common and private labs). Installation of this system was essential as the old 
distillation system was not functioning well. 
 
New research laboratory equipment have been received, such as, fume hood, 
individually ventilated cage system for mice, cytocentrifuge, explosion proof 
refrigerators, laminar flow hood, deep freezer and ELISA reader. 
 
Laboratory safety sessions were added to Neurobiology and Developmental 
Biology Lab courses for the first time. 
 
B. PERSONNEL     
 

9. Faculty Members   
  
Baydoun, Elias Professor Ph.D. 

Gali-Muhtasib, Hala Professor Ph.D. 

Knio, Khouzama Professor & 
Chairperson 

Ph.D. 

Kreydiyyeh, Sawsan Professor Ph.D. 

Saoud, Imad Professor Ph.D. 

Talhouk, Rabih Professor Ph.D. 

Bariche, Michel**1 Associate Professor Ph.D. 

Osta, Mike*1 Associate Professor Ph.D. 

Smith, Colin Associate Professor Ph.D. 

Ghanem, Noel Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

Jaalouk, Diana Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

Kambris, Zakaria Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

Sadek, Riyad Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

Zahawi, Rakan Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

zu Dohna-Schlobi, 
Heinrich*2 

Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

Rizkallah, Hind Lecturer Ph.D. 

Sinno Saoud, Nada Lecturer Ph.D. 

Hajjar, Layane Instructor M.S. 

Dany Osman* Part-time Lecturer Ph.D. 

El-Hajj, Hiba* Part-time Lecturer Ph.D. 
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Khoury, Noura Part-time Lecturer Ph.D. 

Abdallah, Emane Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Abed Ali, Farah Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Abou-Matar, Tamara Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Al-Lafi, Sawsan Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Al-Zein, Mohammad Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Aouad, Patrick Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Assi, Sara Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Babikian, Jessica Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Diab El Harakeh, Dima Part-time Instructor M.S. 

El  Hajj, Jeanette Part-time Instructor B.S. 

El Zein, Ola  Part-time Instructor Ph.D. 

Farran, Dina Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Jaber, Hweida Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Jammal, Ahmad* Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Karam, Martin Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Masri, Reem Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Mardirossian, Narine Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Merhi, Rawan Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Monzer, Samer Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Nasser, Nivin Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Omais, Saad** Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Rizk, Zeinab Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Samaha, Carol Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Soubra, Noura Part-time Instructor M.S. 

Yassine, Farah** Part-time Instructor B.S. 

Younes, Ingrid Part-time Instructor B.S. 

____________________________________________ 
*1 First Semester, on paid research leave 
*2 Second Semester, on paid research leave 
**1 First Semester, on unpaid leave 
* First Semester Only  
** Second Semester Only 
 

10. Research Assistants   
 
Fall Semester   

Al-Lafi, Sawsan  Hayek, Bouchra 

Diab El Harakeh, Dima  Monzer, Samer 

Faraj, Lara  Rizk, Zeinab 

Farran, Dina  Samaha, Carol 

Fatfat, Maamoun  Tawidian, Patil 
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Spring Semester   

Al-Lafi, Sawsan  Khalil, Rawan 

Faraj, Lara  Monzer, Samer 

Farran, Dina  Rizk, Zeinab 

Fatfat, Maamoun   

  
11. Graduate Assistants   

 
Fall Semester   

Assaf, Nisreen  Masri, Reem  

Chakkour, Mohamed  Merhi, Rawan 

Daw, Ranim  Noureddine, Maysoon 

Dibo, Elvira  Raad, Nicole 

El Hajj, Jeanette  Rida, Reem 

El Oweini, Hala  Saliba, Afaf 

Hassan, Aybak  Saab, Sally 

Houry, Carine  Yassine, Farah 

Mardirossian, Narine   

 
Spring Semester 

  

Chakkour, Mohamed  Noureddine, Maysoon 

Daw, Ranim  Raad, Nicole 

Dibo, Elvira  Rida, Reem 

El Oweini, Hala  Saliba, Afaf 

Halaby, Nour  Saab, Sally 

Hassan, Aybak  Wehbe, Nadine 

Houry, Carine  Yassine, Farah 

 
12. PhD Graduate Research Assistantships  

 
Fall Semester   

Ballout, Farah  Kamar, Amina 

El Moussawi, Layla  Kamareddine, Layla 

Fakhoury, Isabelle  Nakhleh, Johnny 

Fardon, Manal  Naser Al Deen, Nataly  

Fostok, Sabreen  Nassar, Farah 

Jaafar, Carine  SanDikmak, Amira 

Jaber, Sana  Zahr, Hind 

Janeh, Maria   
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Spring Semester 

Ballout, Farah  Janeh, Maria 

El Moussawi, Layla  Kamar, Amina 

Fakhoury, Isabelle  Nakhleh, Johnny 

Fardon, Manal  Naser Al Deen, Nataly  

Fostok, Sabreen  Nassar, Farah 

Jaafar, Carine  SanDikmak, Amira 

Jaber, Sana  Zahr, Hind 

 
13. Non-Academic Staff   

 
Assaad, Najeh  Assistant Technician 

El Osta, Rania  Laboratory Manager 

Itani, Ghida  Administrative Assistant 

Kaissi, Maha  Administrative Assistant 

Masri, Imad  Senior Technician 

 
C. TEACHING   

 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
BS Oct. 2015 4 

 Feb. 2016 9 

 Jun. 2016 140 

 
MS Oct. 2015 2 

 Feb. 2016 2 

 Jun. 2016 4 

   
PhD Oct. 2015 1 

 Feb. 2016 1 

 Jun. 2016 0 

   
2. Number of Majors   
  

PhD  15 

Graduates  22 

Seniors  158 

Juniors  144 

Sophomores  113 
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3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer ô15 Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above  0 70       45 115 
211-299 155 607       787 1549 
200-210 148 520 442       1110  
100-199 0 107 82         189              
Total 303 1304 1356      2963  

  
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô15 Fall Spring Total 

300 and above 0 117      19 136 

211-299  23 82      88 193 

200-210  24 29 29           82 

100-199  0 9 6             15 

Total 47 237 142          426 

    

5. Program Learning Outcomes 
A system to assess the Biology Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) has 
been developed and implemented in the last few years. The evaluations 
are broadly divided into two categories: indirect and direct assessments. 
The indirect assessments involved having Biology majors report whether 
they achieved the Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) for a specific 
course using Moodle-based surveys. On these surveys, each CLO was 
listed and the choice of weak, poor, good, excellent, and NA were to be 
indicated. All of the CLOs were linked to PLOs as all Faculty members 
were asked to match their CLOs with the approved PLOs. The data was 
collected at the end of Fall and Spring semesters, shared with concerned 
faculty members, and analyzed for all Biology courses: required, semi-
required and electives. It also showed that all of the CLOs were linked to 
the PLOs. 
The direct assessments were done by administering an exit exam to 
graduating seniors and testing their general knowledge of the different 
fields of Biology, in addition to evaluating their English writing skills. 
The exam became mandatory and part of our curriculum.  

 
D. RESEARCH 
 
Bariche, Michel 
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1. Analyzing traits in Indo-Pacific fishes associated with the rate and temporal 
change in fish invasion of the Mediterranean Sea. 

2.  Social networking against invasive species: an early detection mechanism via 
social media. 

 3. Overview of the gut microflora in Mediterranean Marine fishes along the 
Lebanese shore. 

4. Status of Pseudophoxinus libani and P. kervillei, two minnows from the 
Levant (Teleostei: Cyprinidae). Ichthyological Exploration of Freshwaters 
(in press). 

5. Abundance patterns at the invasion front: The case of Siganus luridus in 
Linosa (Sicily-Strait, Central Mediterranean Sea) (in press). 

6. Citizen science contribution in the framework of a better knowledge of the 
Mediterranean marine biota: records of five alien and a native species from 
Lebanon. Mediterranean Marine Science (submitted). 

7. The EASIN Editorial Board: quality assurance, exchange and sharing alien 
species information in Europe. Management of Biological Invasions (in 
preparation). 

 
Baydoun, Elias 
 
1. Synthesis of novel anti-inflammatory agents by biotransformation. Supported 

by URB. Research in progress.  
2. Large-scale synthesis of novel metabolites of anabolic Steroids by biocatalysis 

and study of their mechanism of action. Principal investigator. Supported by 
K. Shair CRSL Research Grants. Research in progress   

 3. Effect of silver nanoparticles on membrane permeability and anti-fouling 
for wastewater treatment. Supported by LNCSR. Research in progress   

4. Search for new entomopathogenic fungi of Lebanon and biotechnological 
improvement of the fungus Beauveria bassiana. Supported by CEDRE. 
Research in progress 

5. Food Security in an Insecure Future. In: Water, Energy and Food 
Sustainability in the Middle East ð The Sustainability Triangle. Springer.  In 
press   

6. Effects of Ascorbic Acid on Tax, Nuclear Factor Kappa B and Matrix 
Metalloproteinase 9 against Human T-cell Lymphtrophic Virus-1 Infected 
and non-Infected Malignant T-Lymphocytes. Submitted for publication 

7. Microbial Transformation of Etonogestrel with Cunninghamella blakesleeana 
and Cunninghamella echinulata. Submitted for publication 

8. Synthesis of Structural Analogues of Desogestrel through Microbial 
Transformation with Cunninghamella blakesleeana. In preparation 

 
Gali-Muhtasib, Hala 
   
1. Synthesis of First Thymoquinone-Artemisinin Hybrids and in Vitro Study of 

Their Anticancer Activity. Submitted. 
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2. Uptake, Delivery and Anticancer Activity of Thymoquinone Nanoparticles in 
Breast Cancer Cells. Submitted. 

 3. Chk1 and DNA-PK mediate TPEN-induced DNA damage in a ROS 
dependent manner in human colon cancer cells. Submitted. 

4. Anticancer Activity of Alkaloids from Papaver rhoeas growing in Lebanon. 
Submitted. 

5. Synthesis and in vitro study of anticancer activity of novel 1,2,4-trioxane-
thymoquinone hybrids. In preparation.  

6. Formulation, in vitro and in vivo uptake and anticancer activity of 
thymoquinone nanoparticles. Funded by Swedish Research Council. 

7. Targeting colorectal cancer stem cells with the anticancer molecule 
thymoquinone. Funded by Medical Practice Plan and University Research 
Board.  

8. The Photoprotective Effects of Some Quinoxaline 1,4-Dioxides against 
UVB-Induced Damage in HaCat Cells. Funded by Undergraduate Research 
Experience (URE). 

9. Synthesis, Characterization and Assessment of the Anticancer Potential of 
Thymoquinone Pyrimidine Derivatives. Funded by Shair CRSL research 
fund. 

 
Ghanem, Noël  
   
1. Postnatal Neural Stem Cells in Treating Traumatic Brain Injury, Injury 

Models of the Central Nervous System, Springer, in press. 
2. Distinct roles for RB in the control of dentate granule cell production and 

survival in the embryonic versus adult hippocampus, accepted with minor 
revisions, Hippocampus, 2016. 

 3. Rb is required for normal development and morphogenesis of the 
olfactory system. Manuscript ready for submission 2016. 

4. Functional and behavioral outcomes of enhanced neurogenesis associated 
with loss of the Retinoblastoma protein Rb in the adult olfactory bulb, 
Manuscript in preparation 2016. 

5. Combined roles of Rb and p53 in adult neurogenesis in the olfactory bulb, 
Manuscript in preparation 2016. 

6. Combined roles of Rb and p53 during kidney development and in pediatric 
brain tumor formation in mice, projects in progress 2016. 

 
Jaalouk, Diana 
   
1.  Sub-lethal HIFU exposure alters mechanotransduction and enhances 

cytotoxic response to anti-neoplastic agents in breast cancer cells via 
caveolin-1ðdependent endocytosis. 

2. 
fibroblasts by differential phage display screens. 
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3. Proteomic Profiling of Nuclei Isolated from LaminA/C-Deficient Mouse 
Embryo Fibroblasts by Performing a Differential Phage Display Screen. 

 Funding: the project has been co-funded by a 1-year URB grant (Oct. 1, 
2010 ð Sept. 30, 2011; Role: PI) and a 2-year LNCSR grant (Dec. 30, 2010 ð 
Dec. 30, 2012; Role: PI). Complementary funding was secured from the K. 
Shair CRSL Endowed Research Fund at AUB (July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015). 
Complementary funding has been solicited in AY 2015-2016; decision still 
pending. Status: the project is in progress at the target validation phase. 

4. Deregulated Caveolin-1 Expression in Myopathic Laminopathies. Funding: 
the project has been funded by a 1-year URB grant (July 1, 2012 ð June 30, 
2013; Role: PI). Complementary funding has been solicited in AY 2015-
2016; decision still pending. Status: the project is in progress at the 
exploratory phase. 

5. Cardiomyopathies at AUB-MC: Behind the Genetics, Clinical and Bio-
translational Perspectives. Funding: the project has been funded by a 3-year 
grant from the Faculty of Medicine Program Projects Grants in Biomedical 
Research (2013 ð 2016; Role: co-PI). Complementary funding has been 
solicited in AY 2015-2016; decision still pending. Status: the project is in 
progress at the target validation phase.  

6. Insight into the Deregulation of Hic-5 and Rbm20 in LaminA/C and Emerin 
Related Cardiomyopathies. Funding: the project has been funded by a 1-year 
Farouk Jabre Interfaculty Grant from the Faculty of Medicine at AUB 
(March 2015 ð Feb 2016; Role: Co-PI/PI: Dr. Marwan Refaat). 
Complementary funding was secured from the MPP Research Fund at AUB 
(June 1, 2016 - May 30, 2019). Status: the project is in progress at the 
exploratory phase. 

7. The Role of TTLL4 in Breast Cancer. Funding: funding for the project has 
been solicited in AY 2015-2016; decision is still pending; Role: PI/ Status: 
the project is in progress at the initiation phase. 

 
Kambris, Zakaria 
   
1. A comparative study of phenoloxidase activity in 3 different mosquito genera 
2. Investigating the role of a novel NF-kB transcription factor in Drosophila 
melanogasterõs immunity. 

3. Characterization of an antibiotic resistant isolate of Staphylococcus from bird 
leg lesions. 

4. Effects of the endosymbiotic bacteria Wolbachia on the immune response of 
Culex mosquitoes. 

5. Identification of new entomopathogenic fungi of Lebanon 
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Knio, Khouzama 
   
1. Genetic and morphometric variations in the Lebanese populations of the 

flower head infesting tephritid, Terellia serratulae. The Canadian 
Entomologist. In press. 

2. Biology and Ecology of Tephritomyia lauta (Diptera: Tephritidae) in 
Lebanon.  In preparation. Funded by URB grant. 

3. Resource utilization of Terellia serratulae on Picnomon acarna. Work in 
progress.  Funded by URB grant. 

4. Resistance of the mosquito, Culex pipiens to pyrethroids in Lebanon. 
5. Survey of the phytophagous insects in Bentael natural reserve. Co-

investigators: Funded by UNESCO.  
 
Kreydiyyeh, Sawsan 
   
1.  Involvement of PTP, Src and JNK in the FTY720P-induced production of 

PGE2 in HepG2 cells (supported by Kamal Shair funds) 
2. Signaling cascade mediating epinephrine effect on water movement in Caco-

2 cells (a two year research project supported by URB. 2014-2016). 
 3. Effect of leptin on hepatic de novo synthesis of lipids (on going) 
4. Involvement of nitric oxide in the inhibitory effect of PGE2 on the 

Na+/K+ ATPase in Caco-2 cells. 
5. FTY720P  inhibits the Na+/K+ ATPase in HepG2 cells via PGE2 and ERK  

(article in preparation) 
6. FTY720P inhibits hepatic Na+/K+ ATPase via S1PR2 and PGE2. 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology (in press). 
 
Osta, Mike 
   
1. Functional characterization of the Anopheles gambiae CLIPA2 interactome. 
 (funded by K.A Shair CRSL Research Fund) 
2. Characterization of Anopheles gambiae immune response to natural 

infections with the entomopathogenic fungus Beauveria bassiana (funded by 
URB) 

3. Gut bacteria in vector mosquitoes: transmission, host dependency and effects 
on the immune system (funded by Sweden Research Links Program). 

 
Sadek, Riyad  
   
1.  The taxonomic status, geographic distribution and ecological requirements 

of the toad species, Bufo cf bufo. (URB-funded) 
2. Further geographic, ecological and behavioral studies of the Lebanon 

mountain viper Montevipera bornmuelleri including extraction, purification 
and pharmacological and toxicological characterization of bioactive 
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molecules of its venom. (Funding: Lebanese CNRS and my advising grant, 
Principal investigator: Souad-Hrawi-Bloquet). 

 
 
Saoud, Imad 
   
1. Assessing standard metabolic rate and effects of hypoxia and salinity on 

respirometry of rabbitfish, Siganus rivulatus. URB. 
2. Sustainable Biological Control Strategies for Growers of Greenhouse 

Vegetables in Lebanon. The Conservation, Food and Health Foundation. 
$46,723 (2015-16; year 2 funding). 

3. Investigations of Diseases, Stress Responses, Hematological Indicators and 
Growth of Rabbitfish Siganus Rivulatus in order to Develop Appropriate 
Aquaculture Protocols. Lebanese National Council for Scientific Research. 
LL 24,560,000 (2nd year funding). 

4. Effects of salinity on standard metabolic rate of juvenile marbled spinefoot 
(Siganus rivulatus). Aquaculture Research (In press). 

5. Anesthetic Efficacy of Clove Oil, Propofol, 2-phenoxyethanol and Ketamine 
Hydrochloride on Persian Sturgeon, Acipenser persicus, Juveniles. Journal 
of the World Aquaculture Society. (In press). 

 
Smith, Colin 
 
1. Genetic and morphometric variations in the Lebanese populations of the 

flower head-infesting tephritid, Terellia serratulae. Canadian Entomologist, 
in press. 

2. Fine Mapping of the Evolutionary Landscape of Bacteriophage Lambda N 
Protein." $19,625 in support from American University of Beirut University 

Research Board, 2014-2016. 
3. Terellia serratulae (Diptera: Tephritidae) in Lebanon: the Picnomon acarna 

host race. American University of Beirut University Research Board, 2015-

2016. 
4. Synthesis of Novel Anti-inflammatory Agents by Biotransformation. 

American University of Beirut University Research Board, 20132016. 
 
Talhouk, Rabih 
 
1. Role of Inflammation in Tumor Initiation: Effect of Endotoxin on Normal 

and Tumor Initiated Breast Cells. Pending Grant 
2. Is there interplay between Wnt/beta-catenin pathway and Cx43 in initiation 

of human breast tumorigenesis in 3D culture models? Pending Grant 
 3. Deciphering the effect of Cx43 loss and miRNAs, identified in biopsies 

from Lebanese breast cancer patients, in mediating breast tumor initiation 
(funded by LNCSR 2015 - 2017) 
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4. Effect of Connexin 43 Loss on Polarity and Initiation of Tumorigenesis in 
the Normal Mammary Epithelium (funded by URB 2013 ð 2016) 

5. miRNA as Circulating Biomarkers for Breast Cancer Initiation (Co-
Investigator with Dr. Rihab Nasr at FM) (funded by Farouk  Jabr 2015 ð 
2016) 

6. Effect of Endotoxin Insult on Normal S1 and Cx43KO-S1 Tumor Initiated 
Human Breast Cells (funded by Kamal A. Shair CRSL Research Fund 2015 - 
2016) 

7. MicroRNAs as Biomarkers for Early Breast Cancer Detection (in preparation 
for Pharmacology & Therapeutics Journal). In Preparation  

8. Gap Connexin 43 maintains tissue polarity and regulates mitotic spindle 
orientation in the breast epithelium (* corresponding authors; in preparation 
for Nature Medicine). In Preparation 

9. Nanotechnologies for delivery of water-insoluble drugs.  In: òEssential oils 
and nanotechnology for the cure of microbial diseasesó   (in preparation; 
Book Chapter) 

10. Sea Cucumber Extracts Selectively Inhibit The Proliferation Of Normal 
Rodent Mammary Cells and Partially Revert The Tumor Phenotype Of 
Breast Cancer Cells. In Preparation 

11. Integrated Analysis of mRNA and microRNA Expression in Lebanese 
Breast Cancer Tissues. (Submitted; Cancer Research) 

12. Breast Cancer Primary Prevention Research: A Global Strategy. (Cancer 
Research; Submitted).    

13. Opportunities and Limitations in Medicinal and Aromatic Plantsõ Markets 
and Research in Developing Countries: Lebanon as a Case Study.  In: 
Therapeutic Medicinal Plants: From lab to the market (in press).   

 
Zahawi, Rakan 
   
1. Islas Project - NSF funded, Based in Costa Rica 
2. Stake Project - not funded; based in Costa Rica 
 3. The degradation debt ð loss of biomass and community diversity in a 

tropical forest fragment thirty-five years after isolation. Forest Ecology and 
Management. In preparation. 

4. Tree community change in a Neotropical premontane forest fragment over a 
thirty-year period. Forest Ecology and Management. In preparation. 

5. Reduced aboveground tree growth associated with higher arbuscular 
mycorrhizal fungal diversity in tropical restoration. Ecology. In review. 

6. Leaf litter arthropod responses to tropical forest restoration. Ecology and 
Evolution. In review. 

7. Tropical forest restoration enriches vascular epiphyte recovery. Applied 
Vegetation Science. In press.  
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zu Dohna-Schlobi, Heinrich 
   
1. Traits of Red Sea bony fish associated with invasion of the Mediterranean 
Sea: Analysis of Red Sea fish speciesõ introductions into the Mediterranean 
reveals shifts in introduction patterns. Journal of Biogeography. Article in 
press 

2. Predicting cross-immunity from sequence similarity influenza virus A 
 3. Joint evolution of codon usage bias and tRNA copy number in bacterial 

genomes 
4. LINE1 insertion dynamics in human genomes 
 
 
E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES    
 
Bariche, Michel 
  
1. Joined the European Alien Species Information Network (EASIN; 

http://easin-eb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/the-board) as an assigned expert for marine 
fishes (Actinopterygii and Elasmobranchii). 

2. Member of the examining committee and jury member for a PhD thesis 
(University of New Caledonia, France). 

3. Reviewed several manuscripts for international journals. 
 
Baydoun, Elias 
 
1. Organized and chaired an international conference on òClimate Change and 

Water-Energy-Food Nexus in the Arab Middle Eastó. Amman, Jordan, 5-6 
December, 2015 

2. Co-organized an international conference and workshop on òHerbal Drug 
Development for Socio-Economic Uplift in Developing Countriesó. 
Amman, Jordan, 5-8 September, 2015 

3. was appointed as Adjunct Professor at the University of Petra, Amman, 
Jordan 

4. Advisor of two PhD Biology students Amina Kamar and Manal Fardoun 
5. Member of the Thesis Committee of Rawan Merhi, an MS Biology student 

and  Zeinab Moussa, an MS Chemistry student at AUB 
6. Supervised undergraduate and graduate tutorial students 
 7. Member of the Editorial Board for Scientific Reports, a journal from 

Nature Publishing Group, the publishers of Nature 
8. Co-editor of the Book òWater, Energy and Food Sustainability in the Middle 

East ð The Sustainability Triangleó. Springer Nature. In Press 
9. Was invited to be the Lead Guest Editor, for the Special Issue theme 
òCorticosteroids and Diabetesó.  to be published by the International 
Journal of Diabetology & Vascular Disease Research (IJDVR)- a part of 
SciDoc Publishers. 
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10. Was invited to be the Lead Guest Editor for one of a Special Issue in the 
journal Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine published 
by Hindawi Publishing Corporation. 

11. Served as a reviewer for international journals 
12. Member of TWAS Advisory Committee (MAC) in Structural, Cell and 

Molecular Biology  (2016 ð 2018)  
13. Member of the Board of Trustees of The Future University, Khartoum, 

Sudan and will attend its meeting on June 4, 2016 
14. Participated in the òGlobal Biotechnology Congress 2015ó, and presented a 

poster entitled òBiotransformation of existing drugs into new analouges ð 
An approach towards cost-effective drugsó. Boston, USA (July 22-25, 2015) 

15. Participated in the TWAS 13th General Conference & 26th General 
Meeting at the Austrian Academy of Sciences (OeAW), Vienna, Austria 
(November 18-22, 2015) 

16. Participated in the TWAS-ARO Conference on òGreen Economy: A Road 
Map for Sustainable Development and Poverty Reduction in the Arab 
Regionó and chaired a session on òEfficient Use of Energyó, Alexandria, 
Egypt (December 16-17, 2015). 

17. Participated in the TWAS-ARO 11th Annual Meeting.  Alexandria, Egypt 
(December 17, 2015).       

18. Participated in the 20th Conference of the Islamic World Academy of 
Sciences (IAS) on òScience, Technology and Innovation: Building 
Humanityõs Common Futureó, Tehran, Iran (December 26-27, 2015) 

19. Attended the inauguration of the Mustafa Prize (Nobel Prize of the Islamic 
World), Tehran, Iran (December 25, 2015) 

20. Visited Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, USA  ( July 26-27, 2015) 
to discuss research collaboration 

21. Visited the International Center of Chemical and Biological Sciences, 
Karachi (February 9-12, 2016 and May 11-18, 2016) to discuss the results of 
joint research and plan future collaboration, and sponsored it from my 
research funds. 

22. Member of the Steering Committee for the project on òScience and 
Technology Indicators in the Arab States.ó The project is sponsored by 
UNESCO, ALECSO and the Arab Academy of Sciences 

23. Member of the òRegional Advisory Committee of Ethicsó; a committee 
founded at the Egyptian Academy for Scientific Research and Technology 
in collaboration with UNESCO 

24. Member of the Arab Health Water Association (Affiliate-member of 
AHWA) 

25. Interim Coordinator of the Lebanese TWAS Chapter 
26. Secretary General for the òArab Forum for Sustainable Scienceó 
27. Fellow of the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) 
28. Founding Fellow and Secretary General of the Arab Academy of Sciences 
29. Founding Member of the Lebanese-Jordanian Friendship Association 
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Gali-Muhtasib, Hala 
  
1.  Interim Associate Provost since July 2015 
2.  Member of the Basic Biomedical Research Day Committee 
3.  Member of Medical Admissions Committee: involved in decision and 

selection of students 
4.  Supervised the research tutorial projects of undergraduate and graduate 

students 
5.  Presented several abstracts in international and local conferences  
6.  Supervisor of two PhD students in the CMB program at AUB 
7.  Current thesis supervisor for a Master student, and another who defended 

last summer. 
8. Reviewed manuscripts for several international refereed journals 
9. Reviewed proposals submitted to Faculty of Medicine MPP funds 
 
Ghanem, Noël  
  
1.  FAS representative on Undergraduate Admissions Committee 2015-16 
2.  BSS advisor 2015-16 
3.  Advisory committee member: Amina Kamar (PhD candidate, AUB), Sally 

El Sitt (PhD candidate AUB), Hala Oueini (MSC candidate, AUB), Elvira 
Dibo (MSC candidate AUB) 

  
Jaalouk, Diana 
  
1.  Select Oral Presentations and Invited Seminars: òEffects of Sub-lethal 

HIFU Exposure on Mechanotransduction and Cytotoxic Response to Anti-
neoplastic Agents in MCF-10A and MDA-MB-231 Cells.ó  KHCC-
AUBMC-MDACC 4th Joint Conference, Amman, Jordan, October 22-24, 
2015. 

2.  Select Oral Presentations & Invited Seminars: òInsights into Ongoing 
Cancer Research at the American University of Beirut, Lebanon.ó Qatar 
Biomedical Research Institute (QBRI) Symposium - Towards a Cancer 
Consortium in the Middle East, Doha, Qatar, October 29, 2015. 

3.  International Conference: Younes IF*À, Malkhassian LH, Zahr HC, Sleiman 
MM, Daoud H, Al Qraini M, Oweis G, and Jaalouk DE. Effects of Sub-
lethal High Intensity Focused Ultrasound (HIFU) Exposure on 
Mechanotransduction and Cytotoxic Response to Anti-neoplastic Agents in 
MCF-10A and MDA-MB-231 cells. The Annual Main Meeting of the 
Society for Experimental Biology (SEB), Prague, Czech Republic, June 30 ð 
July 3, 2015. (ÀSelected for oral presentation). 

4.  International Conference: Diab El Harakeh DA, Kamand LA, Isermann P, 
Lammerding J, and Jaalouk DE*À. Insights into the deregulation of 
caveolin-1 in lamin A/C and emerin - associated myopathies. Current 
Trends in Biomedicine Workshop: òThe nuclear lamina in health and 
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diseaseó, Baeza, Spain, Nov 16 ð 18, 2015. (ÀParticipation in this workshop 
was very selective; participant selected among a group of ~50 attendees 
including 16 main speakers who are leading scientists in nuclear lamina 
research). 

5.  International Conference: Diab El Harakeh DA*À, Kamand LA, Isermann 
P, Lammerding J, and Jaalouk DE. Insights into the deregulation of 
caveolin-1 in lamin A/C and emerin - associated myopathies. American 
Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) meeting, Dec. 2015  (ÀASCB Meeting 
International Travel Award Recipient; 1/19 awarded in total). 

6.  International Conference: Zahr H*À, Lammerding J, and Jaalouk DE. 
Proteomic profiling of nuclei from lamin A/
fibroblasts by differential phage display screens. American Society for Cell 
Biology (ASCB) meeting, Dec. 2015. (ÀASCB Meeting International Travel 
Award Recipient; 1/19 awarded in total). 

7.  Local Conference: Sedki D*, Zahr H, Diab El Harakeh DA, Nemer G, 
Refaat M, and Jaalouk DE. Insights into the Deregulation of Rbm20 in 
Lamin A/C and Emerin Related Cardiomyopathies. Sixth Annual AUB 
Basic Biomedical Research Day, American University of Beirut (AUB), 
Beirut, Lebanon, Feb. 27, 2016. 

 8. Local Conference: Diab El Harakeh DA*À, Kamand LA, Battah TF, 
Isermann P, Lammerding J, and Jaalouk DE. Insights into the Deregulation 
of Caveolin-1 in Myopathic Laminopathies. Sixth Annual AUB Basic 
Biomedical Research Day, American University of Beirut (AUB), Beirut, 
Lebanon, Feb. 27, 2016. (ÀReceived best poster award in its category). 

9.  Local Conference: Zahr H*À, zu Dohna H, Lammerding J, and Jaalouk DE. 
Proteomic Profiling of Nuclei from Lamin A/C-Deficient Mouse Embryo 
Fibroblasts by Differential Phage Display Screens. Sixth Annual AUB Basic 
Biomedical Research Day, American University of Beirut (AUB), Beirut, 
Lebanon, Feb. 27, 2016. (ÀReceived best poster award in its category). 

10. Local Conference: Zahr H, Bejjani MJ*, zu Dohna H, Nemer G, Abou 
Kheir W, Refaat M, and Jaalouk DE. Identification of Binding Partners for 
the Cardiomyopathy Related Protein Rbm20 by Phage Display. Sixth 
Annual AUB Basic Biomedical Research Day, American University of 
Beirut (AUB), Beirut, Lebanon, Feb. 27, 2016. 

11. Local Conference: Assi S*, Khoury W, Younes IF, Sleiman MM, Daoud H, 
Oweis G, Alwan N, Jaalouk DE. Mechanisms Implicated in the Enhanced 
Sensitivity of MDA-MB-231 Breast Cancer Cells to Anti-neoplastic Agents 
Post Sub-lethal HIFU Exposure. Sixth Annual AUB Basic Biomedical 
Research Day, American University of Beirut (AUB), Beirut, Lebanon, Feb. 
27, 2016. 

12. Local Conference: Zahr H*À, zu Dohna H, Lammerding J, and Jaalouk DE. 
Proteomic Profiling of Nuclei from Lamin A/C-Deficient Mouse Embryo 
Fibroblasts by Differential Phage Display Screens. The Fifth Kamal A. Shair 
(KAS) Central Research Science Laboratory (CRSL) Research Conference, 
AUB, Beirut, Lebanon, April 8, 2016. (ÀReceived best poster award). 
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13. Local Conference: Assi S*, Khoury W, Younes IF, Sleiman MM, Daoud H, 
Oweis G, Alwan N, Jaalouk DE. Mechanisms Implicated in the Enhanced 
Sensitivity of MDA-MB-231 Breast Cancer Cells to Anti-neoplastic Agents 
Post Sub-lethal HIFU Exposure. The Fifth Kamal A. Shair (KAS) Central 
Research Science Laboratory (CRSL) Research Conference, AUB, Beirut, 
Lebanon, April 8, 2016. 

14. Local Conference: Sedki D*, Zahr H, Diab El Harakeh DA, Nemer G, 
Refaat M, and Jaalouk DE. Insights into the Deregulation of Rbm20 in 
Lamin A/C and Emerin Related Cardiomyopathies. The Fifth Kamal A. 
Shair (KAS) Central Research Science Laboratory (CRSL) Research 
Conference, AUB, Beirut, Lebanon, April 8, 2016. 

15. Thesis Supervision: Supervised one Ph.D. candidate (Hind Zahr), Molecular 
and Cell Biology Program, in the Department of Biology, FAS, AUB.  
Supervised one M.Sc. graduate (Sara Assi), and two M.Sc. candidates (Elvira 
Dibo and Ranim Daw) in the Department of Biology, FAS, AUB.  Co-
supervised one M.Sc. graduate (Dana Sedki) in the Department of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics, Faculty of Medicine, AUB. 

16. Thesis Committee Membership for one M.Sc. Candidate 
17. Thesis Committee Membership for three Ph.D. Candidates 
18. Safety Committee, Member, Department of Biology, FAS, AUB. 
19. FAS 150th Anniversary Committee (member representing Dept. of 

Biology); Fall 2015-2016, Spring 2015-2016. 
20. Member on the Task Force on Lives and Careers of Women Faculty at 

AUB - Dec 2015 ð present. 
21. Reviewer of research proposals received by the Research Committee, 

Faculty of Medicine, AUB; Fall 2015-2016, Spring 2015-2016. 
22. Selection Committee of the Nemer/SCORE Fellowship Award, Spring 

2015-2016. 
23. Faculty advisor for the Lebanese Mission Club (LMC) at AUB, AY 2015-

2016.   
 
Kambris, Zakaria 
  
1. Member of the FAS URB research committee 
2. Graduated 2 Masters students 

 3. Supervising 1 Masters and 2 PhD students 
4. Member of the Thesis Committees of 1 Masters and 2 PhD Students at AUB 
5. Supervised 3 undergraduate and 1 graduate tutorial students. 
6. Student advising: Academic advisor for approximately 100 students 

(sophomores, juniors and seniors). 
7. Teaching Biol 201, Biol 223, Biol 224, Biol 284 and Biol 293. 
 
Knio, Khouzama 
  
1. Member of the Natural History Museum Committee.  
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2. Main museum activities: insect identification for the general public (including 
AUBH); preparation of insect displays. 

 3. Member in Administrative Committee, FAS: October 2012 ð present 
4. Member of the CRSL Steering Committee Jan 2013-present 
5. Member of the ôURE-initiativeõ proposal evaluation committee- 2015- 

present 
6. Serving as Chair for the Biology Department: October 2012 - present 
7. Serving as advisor for the MS thesis of Narine Mardirossian and Reem Masri. 
8. Served in the Faculty Recruitment Committee for Geology, Fall 2015-16. 
9. Advisor of the Syrian Cultural Club:  2013-present. 
10. Advisor of the Youth Club:  2012-present 
11.  Reviewed 3 papers. 
12. Gave three days training workshop on ôTraining on Entomology 
Surveillanceõ for WHO June 2015. 

13. Supervised undergraduate tutorials for: 2 in Fall 2015-16; 4 in Spring 2015-
16 

14. Served as the advisor of 29 students (graduates). 
 
Kreydiyyeh, Sawsan 
  
1. Biology academic advisor (Spring) 
2. Thesis advisor for 3 MS Biology students 

 3. Member of the thesis committee of 3 MS Biology students and 2 PhD 
students 
4. Member of the ad-hoc committee reviewing the proposals submitted for the 

Farouk Jabre Biomedical Research Grants. 
5.  Member of the Internal Review Committee of the of the University 

Libraries 
6. Member of the FAS advisory committee 
7. Acting chair of the Biology department 
8. Member of the promotion committee of a faculty member from FAFS 
 
Osta, Mike 
  
1. Supervising currently three PhD and one MSc students. Co-supervising one 

MSc student. 
2. Member, several MSc thesis committees at AUB  
3. Member, FAS Dean Search Committee 
4. Library Liaison for the Biology Department (Fall 2009-present) 
5. Member, Freshman File Reading (Fall 2013 - present)6. Chair, FAS Research 

Committee (2014 -2105) 
6. Advisor of several undergraduate students 
7. Reporter on Mandy Antoun PhD committee, Université Montpellier II and 

USJ joint PhD program 
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8. Referee manuscripts submitted for publication in several peer-reviewed 
journals 

9. Referee a grant application for the BBSRC 
 
 
 
 
Sadek, Riyad  
 
1. Representing AUB at the Steering Committee Of Biodiversity-Enabling 

Activity For Revision/Updating Of The National Biodiversity Strategy And 
Action Plan (NBSAP). 

2. Chairman (Director) of Natural History Museum Committee. 
3. Academic advising for about 100 biology students. 
4. Chairman of the West Asia Amphibian Specialist Group in the Species 

Survival Commission (SSC) of the International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN). Since 2008. 

5. Chairman of òAUB Committee on Felinesó since September 2015. 
6. Member of MS Thesis Committee for: Metabolism of Marbled Spinefoot 

Siganus rivulatus at Various Oxygen and Salinity Concentration. Jessica 
Vartan Babikian, June 2015. 

7. Member of MS Thesis Committee for: Effet Antimicrobien du Venin de 
Montivipera bornmuelleri, Rita Rizk, Universite Saint-Esprit De Kaslik 
Faculte Des Sciences, Département: Chimie et Science de la vie et de la 
terre, May 2016 

 
Saoud, Imad 
   
1. Serve on University senate and departmental review committee 
2. Attended two international meetings in Jordan and in Indonesia 
3. Abstract reported in publications in section F 
 
Sinno-Saoud, Nada 
  
1. Supervised the massive movement of the Post herbarium collection from the 

old location at the School of Agriculture to our new location in the Biology 
department. 

2. As a member of the AUB Arboretum and Botanic Garden committee, I 
participated in the launching of the AUB campus as a botanic garden. 

3. Prepared five posters as part of the NHM involvement in the celebration 150 
the Anniversary of AUB. 

4. Organized museum tours for more than 600 school students. 
5. Member of Natural History Museum committee. 
6. Member of the AUB Botanic Garden committee. 
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7. Participated in the Science Fair of the Education department by acting as a 
judge. 

8. Helped in the SRC elections. 
9. Attended a conference on Ecological Restoration in the Mediterranean 

Region: challenged and opportunities. St. Joseph University, Oct 15-16, 
2015. 

 
 
Smith, Colin 
 
1. Presenter, Faculty Seminar on Learning and Teaching Excellence, Week 6, 

Assessment of Course Learning Outcomes, 5 April 2016, American 
University of Beirut, Lebanon. 

2. Raad NG, Smith CA. òHIV Rev mutant R35G-N40V recognizes HIV RNA 
RRE IIB using different interactions than wild-type Rev.ó Poster at Fifth 
KAS CRSL research conference. American University of Beirut, Lebanon, 8 
April 2016. 

 3. Takeda Y, Amano R, Takada K, Smith CA, Sakamoto T. "NMR analysis 
of the interaction between an HIV-1 RRE RNA fragment and a Rev mutant 
peptide." Poster at the 54th Annual Meeting of the NMR Society of Japan, 

Chiba Institute of Technology, Chiba, Japan, 68 November 2015. 
4. Amano R, Takada K, Takeda Y, Smith CA, Sakamoto, T. "Analysis of the 

interaction between HIV-1 RRE RNA and Rev mutants." Poster at the 17th 

Annual Meeting of the RNA Society of Japan, Sapporo, Japan, 1517 July 
2015. 

 
Talhouk, Rabih 
  
1.  International Meetings: Farah J Nassar, Rabih Talhouk, Nathalie K. Zgheib, 

Maya El Sabban, Arafat Tfayli, Fouad Boulos, Mark Jabbour, Claude 
Chelala, Rose-Mary Boustany, Nagi El Saghir, Ali Bazarbachi, George Calin, 
Rihab Nasr, (2015), microRNA Expression Profile Analysis of Lebanese 
Breast Cancer Tissues.  IBCN meeting ð Guadeloupe; France Oct 2015 

2. International Meetings: Bazzoun, D.B., Adissu, H.A., Fustok, S.F., Lelièvre, 
S.A and Talhouk, R.S (2014) Effect of Connexin 43 Loss on Polarity and 
Initiation of Tumorigenic Pathways in the Phenotypically Normal Breast 
Epithelium,* IBCN Guadeloupe; France Oct 2015  

3. International Meetings: Patrick Aouad, Melody Saikali, Rana Abdel-Samad, 
Leeanna El-Houjeiri, Claudio Pisano, Rabih Talhouk, and Nadine Darwiche, 
(2016), New Mechanistic Insights of Natural and Synthetic Retinoids in 
Human Breast Cancer Cells, Epigenetics Conference ð Amman, Jordan - 
2016 

4. International Meetings: Nisrine Karam, Jihad Noun, Mariana Yazbek, Noura 
Soubra, Mohammad S. Al-Zein, Talhouk Rabih , (2016) Lebanese Medicinal 
Plants: Traditional Knowledge, Research Areas, and Current Status: 9th 
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Conference on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants of Southeast European 
Countries ð Bulgaria May 2016. 

5. International Meetings: Patrick Aouad, Melody Saikali, Rana Abdel-Samad, 
Leeanna El-Houjeiri, Claudio Pisano, Rabih Talhouk, and Nadine Darwiche 
(2015) Combination treatments with retinoic acid and the synthetic retinoid 
ST1926 in 2D and 3D breast cancer models overcome retinoic acid 
resistance and eradicate breast cancer stem/progenitor cells, AACR 
meetings ð New Orleans ð USA 2016 

6. International Meetings: Bazzoun, D.B., Adissu, H.A., Fustok, S.F. Lelièvre, 
S.A. and Talhouk, R.S. (2016), Beyond the Channel:   Role of gap junctions 
and connexin 43 in regulating mammary epithelial cell differentiation and 
tumorigenesis, Talhouk - ISRHML ð South Africa - March 2016 

7. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Farah Nassar, Rabih Talhouk, 
Nathalie K. Zgheib, Arafat Tfayli, Maya El Sabban, Fouad Boulos, Mark 
Jabbour, Claude Chelala, Rose-Mary Boustany, Nagi El Saghir, Brian Joyce, 
Zhou Zhang, Yinan Zheng, Lifang Hou , Ali Bazarbachi, George Calin, 
Rihab Nasr, (2016) microRNA Expression in Lebanese Breast Cancer 
Tissues: A Comparative and  Integration Analysis . 5th KAS CRSL Research 
Conference 2016 

8. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Farah Nassar, Rabih Talhouk, 
Nathalie K. Zgheib, Arafat Tfayli, Maya El Sabban, , Fouad Boulos, Mark 
Jabbour, Claude Chelala, Rose-Mary Boustany, Nagi El Saghir, Brian Joyce, 
Zhou Zhang, Yinan Zheng, Lifang Hou , Ali Bazarbachi, George Calin, 
Rihab Nasr ,(2016), microRNA Expression in Lebanese Breast Cancer 
Tissues: A Comparative and  Integration Analysis the LAAS- 22 Feb 2016 

9. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Farah Yassine, Sabreen Fostok, 
Nataly Naser Al Deen and Rabih Talhouk, (2015) Effect of Endotoxin 
Challenge on Normal, Tumor Initiated, and Invasive Human Breast 
Cells,*Farah Yassine. Fifth KAS CRSL Research Conference 

10. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Farah Nassar, Rabih Talhouk, 
Nathalie K. Zgheib, Maya El Sabban, Arafat Tfayli, Fouad Boulos, Mark 
Jabbour, Claude Chelala, Rose-Mary Boustany, Nagi El Saghir, Brian Joyce, 
Zhou Zhang, Yinan Zheng, Lifang Hou , Ali Bazarbachi, George Calin, 
Rihab Nasr. (2016). Integrated Analysis of mRNA and microRNA 
Expression in Lebanese Breast Cancer Tissues,* Farah Nassar - Sixth 
Annual AUB Biomedical Research Day; Feb 2016 

11. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Farah Yassine, Sabreen Fostok, 
Nataly Naser Al Deen, Farah Ballout and Rabih Talhouk, (2016), Effect of 
Endotoxin Challenge on Normal, Tumor Initiated, and Invasive Human 
Breast Cells, Biomedical Research Day Abstract- Feb 2016 

12. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Bazzoun, D.B., Adissu, H.A. , 
Fustok, S.F., Lelièvre, S.A., and Talhouk, R.S.(2015) Effect of Connexin 43 
Loss on Polarity and Initiation of Neoplastic Pathways in Phenotypically 
Normal Breast Epithelium,* LU Seminar - Bio Beirut Conference - Nov 18-
2015 (Seminar) 
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13. Presentations at Local Scientific Meetings: Fostok, S.F., Bazzoun, D.B. and 
Talhouk, R.S. (2016), The Loss of Connexin 43 Induces Breast Cancer 
Initiation Presumably by Positive Regulation of the Wnt/Ǡ-catenin Pathway, 
AUB Biomedial Research Day - Feb 2016 

14. Chairperson, Graduate Council (2011-present) 
15. Thesis Committee Advisor for three M.Sc. Candidates namely Patrick 

Aouad, Noura Soubra and Farah Yassine 
16. Thesis Committee Advisor for three PhD Candidates namely Sabreen 

Fostok, Farah Nassar and Nataly Nasreddine 
 
Zahawi, Rakan 
   
1. Attendance and presenter at the Association for Tropical Biology and 

Conservation (ATBC) meeting - Hawaii July 2015 
2. Election to Council for ATBC 
3. ELTI workshop, Manila, Phillippines. Invited speaker 
 
zu Dohna-Schlobi, Heinrich  
  
1. Supervised two graduate tutorial students. 
2. Supervised two Masterõs students 
3. Presentations given by Masterõs students: Samaha, C., H. zu Dohna & M. 

Bariche. 2015. Attributes of Red Sea fish species that are associated with the 
overall rate and temporal change in Lessepsian migration. Oral presentation 
at the Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of America, Baltimore, 
USA 

4. Presentations given by Masterõs students: Hassan, A. & H. zu Dohna. 2016. 
Using hemagglutinin sequence data to estimate virus and serum effects on 
the cross-immunity between influenza virus strains. Poster presentation at 
the Middle East and South Asia Conference on Epigenetics and Genetics of 
Infections, Amman, Jordan 

 
 
F. PUBLICATIONS     
 
Bariche, Michel 
   
1. Bariche M., Torres M., Smith C., Sayar N., Azzurro E., Baker R., Bernardi2, 

2015. Red Sea fishes in the Mediterranean Sea: a preliminary investigation of 
a biological invasion using DNA barcoding. Journal of Biogeography 42: 
2363-2373. 

2. Fanelli E., Azzurro E., Bariche M., Cartes E., Maynou F., 2015. Depicting the 
novel eastern Mediterranean food web: a stable isotopes study following 
Lessepsian fish invasion. Biological Invasions 17: 2163-2178. 
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 3. Arab A., Kazanjian G., Bariche M., 2015. Biological traits suggest a niche 
overlap between two grapsid crabs sharing the rocky intertidal of the eastern 
Mediterranean. Journal of the Marine Biological Association of the United 
Kingdom. Doi:10.1017/S0025315415001010 

4. Marras S., Cucco A., Antognarelli F., Azzurro E., Bariche M., Butenschön 
M., Kay S., Di Biletto M., Quattrocchi G., Sinerchia M., Domenici P., 2015. 
Predicting future thermal habitat suitability of competing native and invasive 
fish species: from metabolic scope to oceanographic modelling. 
Conservation Physiology 3(1): cou059. Doi:10.1093/conphys/cou059. 

5. Crocetta F., Agius D., Balistreri P., Bariche M. et al., 2015. New 
Mediterranean Biodiversity Records (October 2015). Mediterranean Marine 
Science 16(3): 682-702. 

6. Tsiamis K., Aydogan Ö., Bailly N., Balistreri P., Bariche M. et al., 2015. New 
Mediterranean Biodiversity Records (July 2015). Mediterranean Marine 
Science 16:  472-488. 

 
Baydoun, Elias 
  
1. Patents: Baydoun E, Choudhary M, Wahab A, Smith C, Karam M, Farran D, 

Khan M, Ahmad M. 2015. Treatment and inhibition of protozoal diseases 
with nandrolone and its derivatives. US Patent Office, US Patent 9,173,888 

2. Article: Smith C, Wahab A, Khan M, Ahmad M, Farran D, Choudhary I, 
Baydoun E, 2015. Microbial transformation of oxandrolone with 
Macrophomina phaseolina and Cunninghamella blakesleeana. Steroids 102: 
39-45 

3. Article: Baydoun E, Wahab A, Mehmood H, Ahmad M, Malik R, Smith C, 
Choudhary I, 2016. Microbial transformation of Danazol with 
Cunninghamella blakesleeana and evaluation of anti-cancer activity of 
transformed products. Steroids 105:121-127 
doi:10.1016/j.steroids.2015.11.010 

4. Proceedings of conferences, Abstracts and Posters: Baydoun E, Bano S, 
Mahmood H, Iqbal A, 2015. Biotransformation of existing drugs into new 
analogues ð An approach towards cost-effective drugs. Proceedings of the 
Global Biotechnology Congress, 279 

5. Proceedings of conferences, Abstracts and Posters: Hillman J, Baydoun E, 
2015. An overview of the mitigation processes and strategies to address the 
impacts of climate change on food, water, and energy security in the Arab 
Middle East. Proceedings of the 13th International Conference of the Arab 
Academy of Sciences, 13-35 

6. Proceedings of conferences, Abstracts and Posters: Kamar A, Shibbani k, 
Baydoun E, Nemer G, 2015. The Role of CSRP1 in Cardiac Development 
and Disease. Poster presented at the Fourth Kamal A. Shair Central 
Research Science Laboratory (KAS CRSL) Research Conference (7 May 
2015) 
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Gali-Muhtasib, Hala 
 
1. Gali-Muhtasib H, Hmadi R, Kareh M, Tohme R, Darwiche N. Cell death 

mechanisms of plant-derived anticancer drugs: Beyond apoptosis. 
Apoptosis, 2015 Sep 11. [Epub ahead of print] 

2. Steinmann S, Gali-Muhtasib H, Huebner K, Al-Halabi R, Abou Merhi R, 
Aman P, Agaimy A, Haller F, Schneider-Stock. Hsp90 inhibition by 
AUY922 as an effective treatment strategy against myxoid liposarcoma. 
Cancer Letters, 2015, 367(2):147-56. doi: 10.1016/j.canlet.2015.07.025. 

 
Ghanem, Noël  
  
1. Rayan Naser#, Renaud Vandenbosh*#, Saad Omais, Dayana Hayek, Carine 

Jaafar, Sawsan  Al Lafi, Afaf Saliba, Maarouf Baghdadi, Larissa Skaf and 
Noël Ghanem Role of the Retinoblastoma protein, Rb during adult 
neurogenesis in the olfactory bulb # First co-authors. Scientific Reports, 
6:20230 | DOI: 10.1038/srep20230, 2016 

 
Kambris, Zakaria 
 
1. Gharibeh L, El-Rassy I, Soubra A, Safa R, Fahed A, Tanos R, Arabi M, 

Kambris Z, Bitar F, Nemer G. A novel nonsense mutation in NPHS1: is 
aortic stenosis associated with congenital nephropathy. J Genet. 2015 
Jun;94(2):309-12. 

2. Shirinian M, Kambris Z, Hamadeh L, Grabbe C, Journo C, Mahieux R, 
Bazarbachi A. A Transgenic Drosophila melanogaster Model To Study 
Human T-Lymphotropic Virus Oncoprotein Tax-1-Driven Transformation 
In Vivo. J Virol. 2015 Aug;89(15):8092-5. 

3. Barbour E, Ayyash, D, Shaib H, Bragg R, Azhar E, Iyer A, Harakeh S, 
Kambris Z, Kumosani T. Koch's postulate in reproduction of broiler 
coccidiosis by co-infection with eight most common Eimeria spp.: A model 
for future evaluation of new biologics. Int J of Applied Research in 
Veterinary Medicine, 2015 12 (1), pp. 76-83 

 
Kreydiyyeh, Sawsan 
  
1. Article: El-Zein O, Usta J, El Moussawi L, Kreydiyyeh SI. Leptin inhibits the 

Na(+)/K(+) ATPase in Caco-2 cells via PKC and p38MAPK.Cell Signal. 
2015: 27(3):416-23. 

2. Article: El-Zein O, Usta J, Kreydiyyeh SI. The Appearance of a Leptin Effect 
on Glucose Absorption in Caco2 Cells Depends on Their Differentiation 
Level. Cell Physiol Biochem. 2015;37(2):491-500. 
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Osta, Mike 
  
1. Kamareddine L, Nakhleh J, Osta MA*. Functional interaction between 

apolipophorins and complement regulate the mosquito immune response to 
systemic infections. J Innate Immun, 2016 Mar 8(3):314-326. 

2. Nanosilver loaded GelMA hydrogel for antimicrobial coating of biomedical 
implants. El Hajj, F, Hasan A, Nakhleh J, Osta M, Darwish G, Karam P, 
Nassereddine M. ICABME, 2015 Nov 9. (Conference paper) 

 
Sadek, Riyad 
 
1. Claudine Accary, Souad Hraoui-Bloquet, Riyad Sadek, Asma Alameddine, 

Ziad Fajloun, Jean-Claude Desfontis and Yassine Mallem, 2016 - The 
relaxant effect of the Montivipera bornmuelleri snake venom on vascular 
contractility  Venom Res (2016), Vol 7, 00-00 [Epub ahead of print] 

 
 
Saoud, Imad 
   
1. Silvère Santos, Joly Ghanawi and I.P.Saoud (2015). Effects of Water 

Temperature and Body Weight on Anaesthetic Efficiency in the Marbled 
Rabbitfish (Siganus rivulatus). Aquaculture Research 46: 928-936. 

2. I.P. Saoud (2016). Aquaculture and Water Efficiency will help feed the world 
of the future; Part 1: Aquaculture vs. Terrestrial food production. Aqua 
Practical: 1(1): 10-15. 

3. I. P. Saoud, Yara Daou and Nadim Farajalla. Assessing the Environmental 
Impact of Trout Aquaculture on the Lebanon Portion of the Assi (Orontes) 
River.  Asian-Pacific Aquaculture Conference 2016, Surabaya, Indonesia, 26-
29 April. Page 488. 

4. I. P. Saoud, Yara Daou and Nadim Farajalla. Socioeconomic Impact of Trout 
Aquaculture along the Assi (Orontes) river in Hermel, Lebanon. Asian-
Pacific Aquaculture Conference 2016, Surabaya, Indonesia, 26-29 April. 
Page 489. 

5. I. P. Saoud and N. Farajalla. Producing Food in Arid Lands: The Role of 
Aquaculture and the Choices to be Made. International Conference on 
Climate Change and Water-Energy-Food Nexus in the Arab Middle East, 
Amman, Jordan, December 2015. 

6. Laura Sisco, Nadim Farajalla and I. P. Saoud. Roof gardens decrease energy 
usage, improve food productivity, create urban social space and can be 
grown using recycled substrates and non-traditional water. International 
Conference on Climate Change and Water-Energy-Food Nexus in the Arab 
Middle East, Amman, Jordan, December 2015. 
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Smith, Colin 
 
1. Itani GN, Smith CA. 2016. Dust Rains Deliver Diverse Assemblages of 

Microorganisms to the Eastern Mediterranean. Scientific Reports 6, 22657. 
doi: 10.1038/srep22657. 

2. Baydoun E, Wahab A*, Mehmood H*, Ahmad MS*, Malik R*, Smith C, 
Choudhary MI*. 2016. Microbial Transformation of danazol with 
Cunninghamella blakesleeana and anti-cancer activity of transformed 
products. Steroids, 105, 121ð127. doi: 10.1016/j.steroids.2015.11.010. 

3. Tawk CS, Ghattas IR, Smith CA. 2015. HK022 Nun Requires Arginine-Rich 
Motif Residues Distinct from ǩ N. Journal of Bacteriology 197, 3573ð3582, 
doi: 10.1128/JB.00466-15. 

4. Baydoun E, Choudhary M*, Wahab A*, Smith C*, Karam M, Farran D, 
Khan MSA*, Ahmad MS*. 2015. Treatment and inhibition of protozoal 
diseases with nandrolone and its derivatives. United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, US Patent 9,173,888. 

5. Bariche M, Torres M, Smith C, Sayar N, Azzurro E*, Baker R*, Bernardi G*. 
2015. Red Sea fishes in the Mediterranean Sea: a preliminary investigation of 
a biological invasion with DNA barcoding. Journal of Biogeography 42, 
2363ð2373. doi: 10.1111/jbi.12595. 

6. Smith C, Wahab A*, Khan MS*, Ahmad MS*, Farran D, Choudhary MI*, 
Baydoun E. 2015. Microbial transformation of oxandrolone with 
Macrophomina phaseolina and Cunninghamella blakesleeana. Steroids 102, 
39ð45. doi: 10.1016/j.steroids.2015.06.008. 

7. Abdallah EY, Smith CA. 2015. Diverse Mutants of HIV RRE IIB Recognize 
Wild-Type Rev ARM or Rev ARM R35G-N40V. Journal of Molecular 

Recognition 28, 710721. doi: 10.1002/jmr.2485. 
 
Talhouk, Rabih 
 
1. Bazzoun D., Lelièvre S., Talhouk R. (2015). Beyond the channel: Role of 

connexins in regulating normal and cancerous processes in the mammary 
gland In: Intercellular Communication in Cancer (Springer; Eds. M. 
Kandouz; 1-29; 363pp) 

2. Saliba, N., Nasr, B., Fares, B-M., Nahhas R., Ajeeb, B., Araj, L., Ghaddar, R., 
Talhouk, S., Talhouk, R.S. (2015).  Anti-inflammatory and cytostatic 
activities of a parthenolide-like sesquiterpene lactone from Cota Palestina 
Subsp Syriaca. Evidence Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine.  
Volume 2015, Article ID 474597, 13 pages.  Epub May 2015 

 
Zahawi, Rakan 
   
1. Holl, K.D. and R.A. Zahawi. 2015. "Ilhas de árvores" como uma estratégia 

prática para a restauração de florestas tropicais. In Brancalion, P.H.S., 
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Gandolfi, and R.R. Rodrigues. Restauração florestal. Oficina de Textos, São 
Paulo. 

2. Zahawi, R.A., G. Duran, and U. Kormann. 2015. Sixty-seven years of land 
use change in southern Costa Rica. PLoS One. DOI: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0143554. 

 3. Zahawi, R.A., J.L. Reid, and K.D. Holl. 2015. Passive restoration can be 
an effective strategy: a reply to Prach and del Moral. Restoration Ecology 
23:347-348. 

4. Reid, J.L., C.D. Mendenhall, R.A. Zahawi, and K.D. Holl. 2015. Scale-
dependent effects of forest restoration on Neotropical fruit bats. 
Restoration Ecology. DOI: 10.1111/rec.12235. 

5. Slik, F. and 170 others. 2015. An estimate of the number of tropical tree 
species. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1423147112. 

6. Reid, J.L., K.D. Holl, and R.A. Zahawi. 2015. Seed dispersal limitations shift 
over time in tropical forest restoration. Ecological Applications. 25:1072-
1082. 

7. Paine, C.E.T., and 34 others. 2015. Globally, functional traits are weak 
predictors of juvenile tree growth, and we do not know why. Journal of 
Ecology doi: 10.1111/1365-2745.12401. 

8. Zahawi, R.A., J.P. Dandois, K.D. Holl, D. Nadwodny, J.L. Reid, and E.C. 
Ellis. 2015. Using lightweight unmanned aerial vehicles to monitor tropical 
forest recovery. Biological Conservation 186:287-295. 

 
 
G. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
 
The department started implementing some of the recommendations provided 
by external reviewers of Biology.   The department is still in the process of 
reviewing the current PhD in Cell and Molecular Biology program and finding 
ways to change it into PhD in Biology, which will be more inclusive. As of Fall 
2015-16, Bioinformatics replaced Cellular Biophysics as a requirement for the 
PhD program. 
 
The Department recruited a Plant Restoration Ecologist and offered three new 
courses in a new field. The Department also identified a suitable candidate for 
the Molecular Virology position. 
 
The Department will continue to work on optimizing the use of existing space, 
with the possibility of adding a fourth floor to the building. 
 
Results of the PLO and CLO analysis from previous years will be shared with 
the faculty and discussed in departmental meetings. Meanwhile, one research 
lab was renovated into a modern common research lab and a new cell culture 
facility. Moreover, renovation of the classroom in the basement is underway.  
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The Department will continue to find ways to advertize the graduate programs 
to students coming from universities other than AUB and from the region. This 
year, the department also participated in ôKeystone Academic Solutionsõ which 
runs a website to match students across the world with appropriate programs 
and universities to increase the visibility of our graduate program worldwide. 
However, the pool of applicants has not been significantly affected by this. 
 
Under the umbrella of the FAS 150th Anniversary, the Department hosted Dr. 
June Nasrallah, a prominent Plant Cell and Molecular Biologist from Cornell 
University and an alumna of the department. Dr. Nasrallah presented a seminar 
and met with the graduates in Biology. She will be visiting the department next 
Fall 2016-17, and giving lectures in various courses. 
 
 
  Khouzama Knio 
 Chairperson 
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THE PRINCE ALWALEED BIN TALAL BIN ABDULAZIZ 
ALSAUD CENTER FOR AMERICA N STUDIES AND 

RESEARCH 

 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    
 
The Center for American Studies and Research (CASAR) fosters scholarship 
about the United States in the Arab world through its academic programs, 
lecture series, and research. CASAR offers a minor program and an MA in 
Transnational American Studies beginning Fall 2013. In January 2016, CASAR 
organized its Sixth International Conference on òFragments of Empire after the 
American Century,ó with over 90 American Studies Scholars coming from 15 
countries. CASAR also hosted a vibrant lecture series bringing American 
Studies scholars to AUB to talk about their areas of research to students, faculty 
and community members. In Spring 2016, the first cohort of graduate students 
in Transnational American Studies graduated and another two will be 
graduating in Spring 2017. 

 
During this year, CASAR was governed by a director (Dr. Lisa Hajjar), an AUB 
Executive Committee (Dr. Sirene Harb, Dr. Waleed Hazbun, Dr. Adam 
Waterman, Dr. Anjali Nath, Dr. Hatem El Hibri), and an international advisory 
board (Dr. Moustafa Bayoumi, Dr. Amy Kaplan, Dr. Marwan Kraidy, Dr. Alex 
Lubin, Dr. Mounira Soliman). 
 
B. PERSONNEL     
 

14. Faculty Members   
 
Hajjar, Lisa Professor Ph.D. 

Salaita, Steven Associate Professor Ph.D. 

Nath, Anjali Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

 
15. Graduate Assistants   

 
Fall Semester   

Kezhaya, Alice   

Mansour, Salwa   

 
Spring Semester 

  

Kezhaya, Alice   

Mansour, Salwa 
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16. Non-Academic Staff   
 
Batakji Sanyoura, Nancy  Program Coordinator 

 
C. TEACHING   

 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
MA Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 0 

 Jun. 2016 2 

   
2. Number of Majors   
  

Graduates  4 

Seniors  0 

Juniors  0 

Sophomores  0 

  
3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer ô14 Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above 0 1 6 7 
211-299  43 65 108 
200-210     
100-199     
Total    115 

  
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô14 Fall Spring Total 
300 and above 0 9 9 18 
211-299   0 9 9 18 
200-210    
100-199    
Total   36 

  
D. RESEARCH 
 
Lisa Hajjar   
 
1.  In Defense of Lawfare: The Value of Litigation in Challenging Torture. In 

Scott A. Anderson and Martha C. Nussbaum, editors, Confronting Torture: 
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Essays on the Ethics, Legality, History, and Psychology of Torture Today. Volume is 
in production with University of Chicago Press.   

2. Lawfare and Armed Conflict: A Comparative Analysis of Israeli and US 
Targeted Killing Policies and Legal Challenges against Them. In Lisa Parks 
and Caren Kaplan, editors, Life in the Age of Drones. Volume is in production 
with Duke University Press.  

3. Prescience and Principles: Richard Falkõs Contributions to the Study and 
Practice of Human Rights. In George Andreopoulos and Henry Frank 
Carey, editors, Justice and World Order: Reassessing Richard Falkõs Scholarship and 
Advocacy. Volume is under contract with Routledge. 

 
Anjali Nath   

 
1. Anjali Nath, òStoner, Stones, and Drones: South Asian Transnational 
Visuality from Above and Belowó in Life in the Age of Drones (Duke 
University Press, Forthcoming 2017), editors, Caren Kaplan and Lisa Parks. 

2. òRedacted Visualities: Military Detention and the Archival Traceó (book 
manuscript). 

 
Steven Salaita 
 
òInter/Nationalism: Decolonizing Native America and Palestineó (book 
forthcoming in October). 
 
E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES    
 
Lisa Hajjar 
 
1.  Drone Warfare and the Superpowerõs Dilemma, Jadaliyya, September 21, 

2015.  
2. How to Not Know about the CIAõs Targeted Killing Program, Jadaliyya, July 

7, 2015.  
3. How the Worldõs Largest Psychological Association Aided the CIAõs Torture 

Program, The Nation, May 7, 2015.  
4. The CIA Didnõt Just Torture, It Experimented on Human Beings. The 

Nation, January 5, 2015.  
5. Teaching about Human Rights through the Lens of the Us òWar on Terror.ó 

American Sociological Association Section on Human Rights Quarterly Newsletter, 
Winter 2014.  

6. The Long Shadow of the CIA at Guantanamo. Middle East Report 273 (Winter 
2014).  

7. Comparing Israeli and American Ways of War. Social Text/ Periscope, June 10, 
2014.  
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F. PUBLICATIONS     
 
Lisa Hajjar 
 
òIs Targeted Killing War?ó and òA Sociological Intervention on Drones and 
Targeted Killing,ó two chapters in Bradley Jay Strawser, editor, Opposing 
Perspectives on the Drone Debate. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.  

 
Anjali Nath  
 
Anjali Nath "Touched from Below: On Drones, Screens, and Navigationó 

Visual Anthropology, Vol. 23, Issue 2. 
 
Steven Salaita  
 
òUncivil Rites: Palestine and the Limits of Academic Freedom.ó 
 
G.  FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
 
CASAR had another transitional year in terms of hiring a new director for the 
center as well as an assistant professor and an Edward Said Chair. Efforts are 
still in progress to seek approval for another line for a second assistant 
professor.  
 
Our first cohort of graduate students graduated this spring and another two will 
be graduating in Spring 2017.  
 
CASAR also revised the structure of its minor program and developed a series 
of professional academic workshops for its graduate students which will 
continue to be offered in coming years. 
 
  Lisa Hajjar 
  Director 
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CENTER FOR ARAB AND MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES  
 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS 
 
In 2015-16, CAMES completed a program review. The external reviewers 
report and the internal assessment confirmed the programõs success and its 
plans for further improvement. The sharp decline in applications to the MEST 
program in spring 2015 appears to only have been a temporary dip. While the 
program has stepped down from adding 20 new students a year a decade ago, 
to adding around 15 a year 5 years ago, it has now appears to be leveling off at 
admitting about 5-10 new students a year including both MEST and ISLM. 
Retaining these numbers will require a maintaining a substantial allocation of 
GA funding from both CAMES and FAS resources (as FAS currently does not 
allocate to CAMES any GA funding). 
 
Seven new students enrolled in the MEST MA program during 2015-2016, 
bringing the total number of registered students to 20. Four MEST students 
defended their thesis or project and graduated. Of the 22 MEST applications 
for the Fall 2016-2017 semester, 15 students were accepted.  
 
The MA program in Islamic Studies, managed by ISLM coordinator Dr. El-
Bizri remained small, with four students currently enrolled but no new students 
planning to join the program in Fall 2016, in part due to limited GA funding. 
The first Islamic Studies student defended a thesis and graduated in Spring 
2015-2016.  
 
In the summer of 2015, CAMES ran another season of its intensive 
Arabic program. The program had 59 students attending out of 98 applicants. 
The program received 70 applications for the Summer Arabic Program 2016, 
and expected attendance will be about 50 students. The Summer Arabic 
Program in 2016 will offer eight levels of Modern Standard Arabic: 
Introductory, High Introductory, Low Intermediate, Intermediate, High 
Intermediate, Advanced, High Advanced and Superior. The program will also 
offer an intensive Colloquial Lebanese Arabic program that will run parallel at 
the Intermediate level only. The program in 2016 will be headed by two co-
directors appointed from the pool of visiting summer faculty with longstanding 
experience with the program. 
 
CAMES organized and took part in the following activities: 
Workshops: 
ò1916/2016 - Human Catastrophe, Then and Now: Social Trauma and its 
Political Consequences" to be held June 1, 2016. 
Doctoral Dissertation Summer Workshop: Researching Lebanon 
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The Arab Studies Institute (ASI) and AUBõs Center for Arab and Middle 
Eastern Studies (CAMES) will hold a Lebanon-focused Doctoral Dissertation 
Summer Workshop, to be held 13-24 June, 2016. The program aims to provide 
a framework for facilitating and advancing rigorous inter-disciplinary doctoral 
dissertation research on Lebanon.  
 
Poetry Reading: 

 ϼмЎϲЮϜ ϤϝтЯϮϦм ϞϚϝПЮϜ ϼϝЎϲϦЂϜ :ϞϝтО 
ABSENCE: The Manifestations of a Recollected Presence 
Poetry reading and conversation in Arabic (selected poems in English 
translation), May Muzaffar, December 8, 2015, [Co-sponsored by The 
Department of English & The Anis Makdisi Program in Literature (AMPL)] 
 
Conferences: 
BOOKS in MOTION: Exploring Concepts of Mobility in Cross-Cultural 
Studies of the Book, May 5-7, 2016 
[Organized by The Department of English and the Department of Fine Arts 
and Art History and co-sponsored by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Center 
for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies, Center for Arts and Humanities, the 
Archives and Special Collections Department, University Libraries, in addition 
to the Orient-Institut Beirut, Max Weber Foundation] 
 
AUB-Exeter University Collaboration, April 4-5, 2016 
Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies, Exeter 
Anis Makdisi Program in Literature, AUB 
Center for Arab & Middle Eastern Studies, AUB 
Civilization Studies Program, AUB 
Jafet Library Archives, AUB 
 
Panel Discussions and Book Launches: 
Memories of Palestine and the Syrian Present: Two Book Launches  
Yusif Sayigh: Arab Economist, Palestinian Patriot. A Fractured Life Story, edited by 
Rosemary Sayigh 
Palestinians in Syria: Nakba Memories of Shattered Communities, by Anaheed Al-
Hardan 
May 30, 2016 
[co-organized by the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International 
Affairs]  
 
Roundtable Discussion and Book Launch: The Red Sea: In Search of Lost Space, by 
Alexis Wick, March 22, 2016 
Chaired by John Meloy (History, AUB) 
Speakers: 
Alexis Wick (History, AUB) 
Nikolas Kosmatopoulos (PPIA-PSPA/Anthropology, AUB) 



 

 

98 

 

Patrick McGreevy (Dean, Faculty of Arts & Sciences, AUB) 

Ali YaycĔoĵlu (History, Stanford University) 
 
Why Tunisia is not Syria - a discussion of THE ARAB UPRISINGS: 
Transforming and Challenging State Power 
Eberhard Kienle, Institut Français du Proche-Orient (Ifpo), Beirut 
Discussant: Waleed Hazbun, Political Studies, AUB 
Moderator: Sari Hanafi, Sociology, AUB 
January 28, 2016  
[Co-organized with the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Media 
Studies (SOAM)] 
 
Majãlis in Islamic Studies research forum:  
Qurõan and Zoroaster in Kurdistan: Authority and Attraction in Muslim Ethics 
J. Andrew Bush, New York University-Abu Dhabi, October 21, 2015, 
[Organized by the Program in Islamic Studies at CAMES as part of the Majãlis 
in Islamic Studies research forum] 
 
Abu Rayhan al-Biruni (d. 1048), a selective bio-bibliographical investigation of 
his scholarly method through the literary filter of a number of his prefaces, 
Mario Kozah, AUB, April 13, 2016 
 
ôAbdel Ghani al-Nabulsiõs Spiritual Journey (Rihla) to the Biqaõ Valley, Samir 
Mahmoud, AUB, March 2, 2016 
 
Public Lectures:  
Do Good Politics make Good Translations? Problems in Arabic to English 
Literary Translation, Michelle Hartman, McGill University, April 28, 2016, [Co-
organized by the Department of English] 
 
Ottoman Print Culture and the Rise of the Image: Everyday Life and the 

Historical Past in Ottoman Illustrated Journals, Ahmet Ersoy, Boĵaziçi 
University, April 21, 2016, [Co-organized by the Department of Fine Arts and 
Art History]  
 
Picturing the square, the streets, and the denizens of Istanbul: Practices of 

Urban Space and Shifts in Visuality, Çiĵdem Kafescioĵlu, Boĵaziçi University, 
April 20, 2016, [Co-organized by the Department of Fine Arts and Art History 
(FAAH) & the Department of Architecture and Design] 
 
Political Transformation in Egypt since the Revolution: Drawing the big picture 
while looking at small things, Cilja Harders, Freie Universität Berlin, April 13, 
2016, [Co-organized by the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and 
International Affairs (IFI)] 
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An Erotic Occupation: Selfies, Soldiers, and the Semiotics of Participatory 
Zionism, Nicole Sunday Grove, Assistant Professor of Political Science, 

University of Hawaiôi at Manoa, April 13, 2016, [Co-organized by Media Brown 
Bag] 
 
Drawing Blood: Art, Politics and Journalism, Molly Crabapple, April 11, 2016, 
[Co-sponsored by Graphic Design, Media Studies, English, and the Center for 
American Studies and Research (CASAR)] 
 
The Iran-Iraq War and the Question of Nation and Sect in Iraq, Dina Rizk 
Khoury, George Washington University, April 6 at 5:30 PM 
 
òI came to ease things for you and to teach youó: The Depiction of the Prophet 
Muhammad as Teacher in Hadith-and Sira-Literatures, Jens Scheiner, Georg-
August-Universität, Göttingen, April 6, 2016, [Co-sponsored by the 
Department of History and Archaeology] 
 
The Sea is Our Life: Seaborne Exploration in Medieval Islam, Dionisius A. 
Agius, Al Qasimi Professor of Arabic Studies & Islamic Material Culture, 
University of Exeter, April 5, 2016, [Public lecture in the context of the AUB-
Exeter panels held 4-5 April, 2016] 
 
The Ikhwan al-Safaõand their Rasaõil, Ian Richard Netton, Sharjah Professor of 
Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, April 4, 2016  
[Public lecture in the context of the AUB-Exeter panels held 4-5 April, 2016] 
 
Order of Volatility: Power, Wealth and Death in the Ottoman Empire, 1450-
1850, Ali Yaycioglu, Stanford University, March 23, 2016, [Co-sponsored by the 
Department of History and Archaeology] 
 
A State without Citizens: The Tragedy of Syrian History, Kevin Martin, Indiana 
University, March 15, 2016  
 
The Politics of Human Rights and Western Foreign Policy in the Wake of the 
Arab Uprisings, Sarah Leah Whitson, Executive Director, Human Rights 
Watch, Middle East and North Africa Division, March 15, 2016  
[Co-organized with the Program in Public Policy and International Affairs 
(PPIA-PSPA), the Asfari Institute for Civil Society and Citizenship, and the 
Center for American Studies and Research (CASAR)] 
 
Normalized Abnormal: The Construction of Post Conflict Lebanon, Najib 
Hourani, Michigan State University, March 10, 2016. 
 
American Empire Comes Home: The Domestic Impacts of American Policies 
in the Middle East, Alexander Barder, Florida International University 
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February 25, 2016, [Co-organized with the Program in Public Policy and 
International Affairs (PPIA-PSPA) & the Center for American Studies and 
Research] 
 
Palestinian refugees and the international community: Future challenges in the 
light of regional developments, Michael Dumper, University of Exeter, 
February 18, 2016, [Co-organized with the Program in Public Policy and 
International Affairs (PPIA-PSPA)] 
 
The Future Nature of Conflict: How war (and the technologies of war) will 
evolve, Major General Arthur David Gawn (New Zealand), United Nations 
Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), February 15, 2016, [Co-organized 
with the UN in the Arab World Program at the Issam Fares Institute for Public 
Policy & International Affairs and the Program in Public Policy & International 
Affairs (PPIA-PSPA)] 
 
The New Arab Wars and the Future of US Policy, Marc Lynch, George 
Washington University, February 10, 2016. 
 
Trajectories of Fear in Syria, Wendy Pearlman, Northwestern University, 
February 2, 2016. 
 
Yemenõs Civil Wars: Geneses, Actors and Possibilities, Adam Baron, European 
Council on Foreign Relations & Sanaõa Center for Strategic Studies, December 
2, 2015, [Co-sponsored by the Program in Public Policy and International 
Affairs (PPIA-PSPA)] 
 
War Remains: Southern Counterpublics, Literature and Memory in Lebanon, 
Yasmine Khayyat, Rutgers University, November 27, 2015, [Co-sponsored by 
The Department of English] 
 
Region, Security, Regional Security: ôWhose Middle East?õ Revisited, Pinar 
Bilgin, Bilkent University, November 12, 2015, [Co-sponsored by the Program 
in Public Policy and International Affairs (PPIA-PSPA)] 
 
Unsettled Belonging: Educating Palestinian American Youth after 9/11, Thea 
Renda Abu El-Haj, Rutgers University, October 28, 2015 
 
The Politics of International Intervention and Limits of Western Conceptions 
of Peace: The Case of Palestine, Mandy Turner, Kenyon Institute (Council for 
British Research in the Levant), October 26, 2015, [Co-sponsored by the 
Program in Public Policy and International Affairs (PPIA-PSPA)] 
 

 ̯ϝϮϺмвж ϼЊв :сϠϼЛЮϜ аЮϝЛЮϜ сТ ϰϼЂвЯЮ сϠмϼмцϜ ЬЪІЮϜ ЬтЊϓϦ 
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The Canonization of the European Form of Theater in the Arab World: The 
Case of Egypt, Joseph Zeidan, Ohio State University, October 12, 2015, [Co-
sponsored by the Margaret Weyerhaeuser Jewett Chair of Arabic] 
 
Lebanese migrants to French West Africa: Political Visions and Everyday 
Strategies, Andrew Arsan, University of Cambridge, September 17, 2015 
 
Urbicide and the Arrangement of Violence in Syria, Deen Sharp, CUNY, 
September 10, 2015 
 
 
B. PERSONNEL 
 

1. Faculty Members 
 

Hazbun, Waleed Associate Professor, Director  Ph.D. 

Khalidi, Tarif 
 
Saidi, Aliya 
Nader El-Bizri 
 
Sbaiti, Nadya  
Kozah, Mario 
Kanawati, Rima 
Semaan, Rima 
Sayigh, Rosemary 
Traboulsi, Fawwaz 

Shaykh Zayid Professor of 
Arabic and Islamic Studies 
Assistant Director 
Professor, Program Coordinator 
for Islamic Studies 
Assistant Professor 
Lecturer  
Instructor 
Instructor 
Lecturer (part-time) 
Senior Lecturer (part-time) 

Ph.D. 
 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D 
 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
M.A. 
M.A. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 

 
2. Steering Committee 

 
Waleed Hazbun (PSPA) Chair 
Nader El-Bizri (CVSP), Program Coordinator for Islamic Studies 
Samer Frangie (PSPA) 
Tariq Tell (PSPA) 
Lyall Armstrong (History/Archeology) 
Alexis Wick (History/Archeology) 
Sylvain Perdigon (SOAM) 
Nadya Sbaiti (CAMES/SOAM) 
Sonja Mejcher-Atassi (English) 
Aliya Saidi (CAMES), non-voting member 

 
3. Graduate Assistants 

 
Fall Semester   

Scheunchen, Tobias  Davies, Jack  
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Schmidt Garder, Camilla 
Serdar Gunaydin, Ahmet 

Nehme, Rita 
Wallace, Cody 

   

Spring Semester   

Scheunchen, Tobias 
Schmidt Garder, Camilla 
Santer, Janina 

 Davies, Jack  
Serdar Gunaydin, Ahmet  

   

4. Non-Academic Staff 
       Sibai, Barea  Administrative Assistant 

 
5. Research Affiliates 

Gorman, Henry; PhD Candidate; Vanderbilt University  
Nazha, Nabil; PhD Candidate; University of Illinois at Chicago  
Rihan, Carl; PhD Candidate; Sciences Po Paris  
Almuedo-Castillo, Ana; PhD Candidate; University of Exeter  
Hartman, Michelle; Associate Professor; McGill University  
Limberg, Michael; PhD Candidate; University of Connecticut  
Dolerud, Magnus; Doctoral Fellow; University of Bergen  
Sayed, Linda; Visiting Assistant Professor; New York University  
Joy, Jack; PhD Candidate; SOAS London  
Arsan, Andrew; University Lecturer; University of Cambridge 
Sharp, Deen; PhD Candidate; City University in New York  
Mazzola, Francisco; Doctoral Candidate; Kingõs College London 
Khayyat, Yasmine; Assistant Professor; Rutgers University  
Ferguson, Susanna; PhD Student; Columbia University  
Oliver, Dominique; PhD Candidate; SOAS, London 
Calabrese, Erminia Chiara; Post-doctoral Researcher; Université Aix-
Provence 
Atwood, Blake; Assistant Professor; University of Texas at Austin 
Fabiunke, Ines; PhD Candidate; University of Leipzig 
Tinas, Murat; PhD Candidate; Middle East Technical University  
Scott, Emily; PhD Candidate; University of Toronto  
Elhalaby, Esmat; PhD Candidate; Rice University  
Marzano, Arturo; Assistant Professor; University of Pisa  
Jebari, Idriss; DPhil Candidate; University of Oxford 
 

C. TEACHING  
 

1. Number of Graduating Majors   
 

MA Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 2 

 Jun. 2016 3  
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2. Number of Majors   

  
Graduates MEST  20 

   Graduates ISLM     4 
  

3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer ô15 Fall 16 Spring 16  Total 
300 and above 59 51 69 179 
211-299 
200-210  

0 
0 

17 
13 

15 
32 

32 
45 

Total 59 81 116 256 
  

4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô15 Fall 16 Spring 16 Total 
300 and above 78 51 60 189 
211-299 
200-210  

0 
0 

9 
6 

9 
6 

18 
12 

Total 78 66            75 219 
 
 
D. RESEARCH 
 
Hazbun, Waleed 
 
Please refer to the Department of PSPA. 
    
El-Bizri, Nader 
 
Please refer to the Civilization Studies Program. 
 
Sbaiti, Nadya  
 
1. Book manuscript in progress: òPedagogical Constituencies and 
Communities of Knowledge: Gender, Education and Nation in Lebanon.ó 

2. Article under review. òLand, Tourism, and Pageantry in Mandate Lebanon.ó 
3. Conducting research in archives in the US and France. 
 
Kozah, Mario 
 
1.  Awarded second Qatar National Research Fund (Qatar Foundation) grant in 
four years in collaboration with Qatar University. Project title: òA 
Preliminary Syriac, Aramaic and Arabic lexical and toponymical survey of 
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Beth Qatraye.ó  Project duration: 3 years.  Project number: NPRP9-002-6-
001.  Grant amount: $899,733. 

2.  Proof reading first QNRF projectõs third publication: Kozah, M., Abu-
Husayn, A., Mourad, S., Dadishoô Qatrayaõs Compendious Commentary on the 
Paradise of the Egyptian Fathers in Garshuni.  Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 
forthcoming 2016. 

 
 

E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES   
  
Hazbun, Waleed 
 
Please refer to the Department of PSPA. 
    
El-Bizri, Nader 
 
Please refer to the Civilization Studies Program. 
 
Sbaiti, Nadya  
 
1. Served as Middle East Studies Coordinator, CAMES. 
2. Panelist: òCanon, Civilization, Critical Thought.ó Panel, CVSP Forum, May 

2016, State of the Field Workshop: The Liberal Arts and the Modern 
University: The Role and Place of the Core Curriculum-AUB, Lebanon, and 
Beyond. 

3. Panelist: òCapitalism, Nationalism, and Middle East Studies.ó University of 
Exeter-AUB collaborative workshop; April 2016. 

4. òLand, Tourism, and Pageantry in Mandate Lebanon.ó Paper presented at 
Middle East Studies Association, Denver, CO; November 2015. 

5. òResearching Lebanon: The Newly Emerging Archival Terrain.ó Chair; 
discussant. Middle East Studies Association, Denver, CO; November 2015.  

6. Presented a Media Studies Brown Bag, April 2016. Invited by Prof. T. Oyry. 
7. Organized and hosted over twelve different talks at CAMES. 
8. Co-organizer and co-director of Lebanon Dissertation Summer Workshop, 

an intensive two-week workshop for ABD doctoral students working on 
Lebanon. June 2016. 

9. Co-Editor, Jadaliyya.com e-zine.   
 
Kozah, Mario 
 
1.  Coordinator of AFL classes at CAMES Fall 2015. Conducted placement 

interviews and reviewed placement tests. 
2.  Invited to give a talk by CAMES Majalis in Islamic Studies delivered on 13 April 

2016 entitled: òAbu Rayhan al- Biruni (d. 1048), a selective bio-bibliographical 
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investigation of his scholarly method through the literary filter of a number of his 
prefaces.ó 

3.  Invited to give a talk as part of the AUB-Exeter panels held at AUB on 4-5 
April 2016 delivered on 5 April 2016 entitled: òThe Maritime Journey of 
Catholicos Giwargis I (d. 680) to Eastern Arabia.ó 

4.  Invited to chair a panel in the international and interdisciplinary conference 
of the Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) 
entitled òInsatiable Appetite: Food as a Cultural Signifieró held at AUB 12-
14 May 2016.  Panel session title: òIntoxicationó held on 13 May 2016. 

5.  Invited to give a seminar session on Syriac Christianity and Islam in the 
M.A. program in Islamic Studies at CAMES as part of the Islamic 
Civilizations course (ISLM 302) Fall 2015. 

6.  Invited to give a guest lecture on Syriac language and literature in the Minor 
in Semitic Studies at the Department of Arabic and Near Eastern Languages 
as part of the Introduction to Semitic Studies course (ARAB 222) Spring 
2015. 

7.  Developed and taught a course for the Islamic Studies MA in CAMES 
entitled òChristian-Muslim Encountersó (ISLM 341/ARAB248). 

 
 

F. PUBLICATIONS  
  
Hazbun, Waleed 
 
Please refer to the Department of PSPA. 
 
Khalidi, Tarif  
 
An Anthology of Arabic Literature: From the Classical to the Modern. Edinburgh University 
Press, 2016. 
   
El-Bizri, Nader 
 
Please refer to the Civilization Studies Program. 
 
 
Kozah, Mario 
 

The Birth of Indology as an Islamic Science.  Al-BǭrȊnǭõs Treatise on Yoga Psychology.  
Leiden: Brill, 2016.  ISBN: 9789004290297. 

Kozah, M., Abu-Husayn, A., Al-Murikhi, S. S., Al Thani, H., (eds.), An 
Anthology of Syriac Writers from Qatar in the Seventh Century.  Piscataway, NJ: 
Gorgias Press, 2015.  ISBN: 9781463205478. 
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Kozah, M., (ed.), Jawdat Haydarõs Poetic Legacy: Issues of Modernity, Belonging, 
Language and Transcendence. Cambridge Scholars Publishing: 2016. ISBN: 
9781443888981. 

òOn Anis Frayhaó, in Nadia El-Cheikh, Lina Choueiri, Bilal Orfali (eds.), The 
American University of Beirut: A Century and a Half.  Beirut: American 
University of Beirut Press, 2016. 

òThe Syriac Writers of Qatar in the Seventh Century CE: an Overview of the  
Current State of Studiesó,  in H. Teule, E. Keser-Kayaalp, K. AkalĔn, N. 
Doru, and M. S. Toprak (eds.), Syriac in its Multi-Cultural Context. Eastern 
Christian Studies; Louvain: Peeters, 2015. 

 
Sbaiti, Nadya  
 
òôA Massacre without Precedentõ: Pedagogical Constituencies and Communities 

of Knowledge in Mandate Lebanon.ó In The Handbook of Middle East 
Mandates, eds. Cyrus Schayegh and Andrew Arsan (London: Routledge, 
2015).  

 
 

G. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
  

Following the final recommendations of the CAMES program review, in 2016-
17 CAMES will formally add MEST 300 òMaking of the Modern Middle Eastó 
to the catalogue and make it along with MEST 301, required for the MEST MA 
program.  
 
Working with the AUB 150 office, CAMES has helped plan the AUB presence 
at the 2016 MESA meeting that will co-host the largest AUB reception at 
MESA we have ever held. 
 
The current CAMES director announced in the Spring 2016 his intention to 
step down following the completion of the CAMES program reviews. Thus in 
2016-17 CAMES will have a new full-time or interim director operating under a 
new full-time or interim FAS Dean who will appoint the new CAMES director. 
Dr. Tarif Khalidi, the Shaykh Zayid Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 
will be on unpaid leave in 2016-17 and has announced his retirement. The new 
CAMES Director and FAS Dean will need to decide about commencing a 
search for a replacement. In addition, Dr. Rosemary Sayigh announced she will 
not be teaching in the Fall 2016 and may slow down or possibly retire from 
teaching. The CAMES Director and Steering Committee will need to assess the 
programõs future needs. Dr. Mario Kozahõs two year appointment as a visiting 
professor will come to an end thus CAMES will likely wish to offer that he 
return to serving as Lecturer in CAMES. Moreover, CAMES and the FAS 
Dean, possibly in consultation with the Arabic Department, may wish to recruit 
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or appoint a program coordinator for the CAMES AFL and Summer Arabic 
Programs.   
 
In 2016-17 CAMES will continue to offering up to 5 incoming MEST MA 
students 4 semesters of GA funding at the level of at least 3 credits per 
semester. With the expectation of extra funds available due to the unpaid leave 
of the Shaykh Zayid Professor, we are currently offering 6 credit GAships per 
semester, but this might not be sustainable beyond 2015-16. Moreover, 
providing funding for ISLM students will be critical for attracting students. This 
funding might be sought from the recently established (but yet to be opened) 
Farouk K. Jabre Center for Arabic and Islamic Science and Philosophy. The 
addition of Dr. Ahmad Dallal to teaching faculty will add a number of courses 
to the ISLM program help increase its profile and potential.    
 
Another major might include offering January term or Summer term courses on 
contemporary politics and society. CAMES also plans to consider offering 
tuition waivers for non-Arabic speaking AUB faculty to take Arabic classes as 
auditors at the Summer Arabic programs and/or the courses during the year. 
We hope the new FAS Dean will support this idea in the service of faculty 
retention. 
 
 

        Waleed Hazbun 
        Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY  
 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    
 
Undergraduate program:  This Year (2015-16) the enrollment of undergraduate 
students was similar to that of last yearõs, with a total of 200 undergraduate 
chemistry students Offerings of more lecture sections and laboratory sessions 
were implemented in order to accommodate the vast number of students. 
Similarly, many laboratory sessions were made available in morning sessions in 
addition to the afternoon ones we have always offered.  The renovation of the 
teaching laboratories, i.e.; replacing existing Bunsen burners with heating 
mantles and replacing the buildingõs electricity transformer, are in progress. 
Some changes have been implemented in the undergraduate curriculum. The 
minor in chemistry requirements has been changed and will be effective in 
September 2016. Students who intend to minor in chemistry should complete 
the following requirements: 

CHEM 201(3). 
One lab course from the following: CHEM 201L(1) or CHEM 203 (2) or 

CHEM 209(2) or CHEM 210(2). 
A minimum of 12 credits from courses selected from at least 3 of the 4 

divisions: 
A: CHEM 215(3); CHEM 219(3); CHEM 234 (3). 
I: CHEM 228(3); CHEM 229(3). 
O: CHEM 207(4); CHEM 208(3); CHEM 211(3); CHM 212(3). 
P: CHEM 217(3); CHM 218(3); PHYS 212(3); [CHEM 204(2) and 

MECH 310(3)]. 
Typical choices of minor courses for science majors would be as follows: 

Biology: 201, 201L/210, 211, 212, 215, 228 (16/17). 
Physics: 201, 201L/209/210, PHYS 212, 215/217, 208/211/212/228 

(16/17). 
Geology: 201, 201L/209, 208, 215, 228, 229 (16/17). 
Chemical Engineering: 201, 201L/209, 207, 219, (204 and MECH 310) 

(16/17). 
 
Our Chemistry students have been finding difficulty in Chem 217/218 as they 
are not taking Math 202 before taking Chem 217/218. A change in the 
curriculum will be implemented, whereby Math 202 will become a co-requisite 
or pre-requisite for both Chem 217 and Chem 218 starting September 1 2016. 
 
Graduate program: for the MS with emphasis on one of the four following 
disciplines: Analytical; Inorganic; Organic; Physical.  The number of graduate 
students has been holding steady, at around twenty students in total.  The 
proposal to reinstate the PhD program in the department has been reviewed by 
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the University Board of Graduate studies. The department is currently working 
on a revised draft to be sent to external reviewers. 
 
Other developments: Some minor renovation (electricity outlets and 
refurbishing cabinets) has been implemented in all research labs.  Most of the 
faculty members received research grants from various internal external funding 
agencies (URB, KS, Masri Institute, Farouk Jabr, LNCSR, etc).  This year the 
Department welcomed three distinguished speakers: Prof. Hashim El-Hashimi 
(Duke University); Prof. Tobin Marks (Northwestern University); and Prof. 
Mustafa El-Sayed (Georgia Tech), in addition to many speakers from the AUB 
medical school, as well as the chemistry and biology departments.  An online 
TA evaluation has been implemented online with the help of OIRA. 
 
 
B. PERSONNEL     
 

1. Faculty Members   
 
Al-Ghoul, Mazen Professor PhD 

Haddadin, Makhluf Professor PhD 

Halaoui, Lara Professor PhD 

Hasanayn, Faraj Professor PhD 

Saliba, A. Najat Professor  PhD 

Sultan, Rabih Professor  PhD 

Bouhadir, Kamal Associate Professor PhD 

El Rassy, Hussam Associate Professor PhD 

Ghaddar, Tarek Associate Professor PhD (Chair) 

Ghauch, Antoine Associate Professor PhD 

Kaafarani, Bilal Associate Professor PhD 

Patra, Digambara Associate Professor PhD 

Karam, Pierre Assistant Professor PhD 

Hmadeh, Mohamad Assistant Professor PhD 

Abi Rafi-Jaber, Randa Instructor MA 

Deeb, Hana Instructor MA 

Sadek-Hajj, Samar Instructor MA 

   

 
2. Research Assistants   

 
Fall Semester   

   

Ammar, Manal  Fayyad, Remi 

Baalbaki, Rima   
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El Araj, Lamis   

 
Spring Semester   

   

Ammar, Manal  Fayyad, Remi 

Baalbaki, Rima   

El Araj, Lamis   

  
3. Graduate Assistants   

 
Fall Semester   

   

Abou Shaheen, Samir 
Abotaka, Ali 
Amasha, Maya 
Atallah, Hala 
Chaaban, Maya 
Chapoutian /Jabotian, Nayri 
Chebl, Mazhar 
Diab - El Harakeh,  Mira 
El Assaad, Tarek 
El Cheihk, Mahmoud 
Hilal, Hamsa 
Hussein, Fatima 

 Issa, Razan 
Jalkh, Christina 
Jondarian, Antranik 
Lteif, Sandrine 
Mallah, Josephina 
Nassar, Julie  
Omar, Boushra 
Sadeq,  Dina 
Slika, Layla 
Soussy, Sarah 
Zeinab, Moussa 
Ziade, Raaffat 

 
Spring Semester   

   

Abou Shaheen, Samir 
Abotaka, Ali 
Amasha, Maya 
Atallah, Hala 
Chaaban, Maya 
Chapoutian /Jabotian, Nayri 
Chebl, Mazhar 
Diab - El Harakeh,  Mira 
El Cheihk, Mahmoud 
Hilal, Hamsa 
Hussein, Fatima 

 Issa, Razan 
Jalkh, Christina 
Jondarian, Antranik 
Lteif, Sandrine 
Mallah, Josephina 
Omar, Boushra 
Sadeq,  Dina 
Slika, Layla 
Soussy, Sarah 
Zeinab, Moussa 
Ziade, Raaffat 

 
4. Non-Academic Staff   

 
Abramian, Lara Lab Manager 

Ala'eddine, Hassan Technician 

Ghandour, Butros Senior Technician 
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Kanbar, Hani Technician 

Ruzz, Adnan Senior Technician 

Sawaya, Butros Senior Technician 

Shebbani, Lama Clerk Typist 

Sleiman-Azar, Issam Administrative Officer 

 
 
C. TEACHING   

 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
BS Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 1 

 Jun. 2016 27 

 
MS Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 2 

 Jun. 2016 0 

 
2. Number of Majors   

  
 Fall Spring 

Graduates 23 21 

Seniors 50 38 

Juniors 54 46 

Sophomores 71 55 

  
3. Student Enrollment in Courses  

  
Courses Summer ô15 Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above 0 26 22 48 
211-299 76 523 694 1293 
200-210 630 1326 1231 3187 
100-199 45 378 181 604 
Total 648 2253 2128 5132 

 
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô15 Fall Spring Total 
300 and above -- 9 6 15 
211-299 6 30 34 70 
200-210 26 21 22 69 
100-199 6 6 8 20 
Total 38 66 70 174 
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D. RESEARCH 
 
Al-Ghoul, Mazen 
 
1. A New Method to Make Doped Nano- and Micro-Structures of Lnõ-

Ln(OH)3 (Lnõ = Eu
+3, Sm+3, Er+3, Yb+3, Ln = La+3, Sm+3) For Potential 

Applications in Optical, K. Shair CRSL endowed research fund July 2015- 
July 2016 (in progress). 

2. Novel Synthesis of Nano- and Micro-Structures of Lanthanum Hydroxide 
with Applications, LNCSR, Nov. 2016-Nov. 217 (in progress). 

3. Synthesis, Characterization, and Control of Self-Assembled Lanthanum 
Hydroxide Particles within the Reaction-Diffusion Framework with 
Applications in Water Treatment: Experiment & Theory, July 2015-July 
2017 (in progress). 
 

Bouhadir, Kamal 
 
1.  Synthesis of modified alginate and functionalized magnetic nanoparticles as 

potential precursors for stimuli-responsive hydrogels. Funded by the 
University Research Board at the American University of Beirut. 

 
El-Rassy, Houssam 
 
2. òAmino-Modified Metal Oxide Aerogels for Toxic Metal Adsorption from 
Wastewateró. Research in progress. Supported by URB. 

3.  òHighly Porous Aerogels in Acidic and Enzymatic Heterogeneous Catalysis 
for Biodiesel Productionó. Research in progress. Supported by Munib and 
Angela Masri Institute of Energy & Natural Resources. 

4. òEncapsulation of Curcumin in Metal Oxide Aerogelsó. Supported by AUB 
K. Shair CRSL. Research in progress (with D. Patra).  

5. òCobalt and cobalt-nickel Ferrite Aerogels as Potential Adsorbents for Azo-
Dyes from Wastewateró. Research in progress. 

6. òDry Reforming of Biogas for Cleaner Gas Production Using 
Heterogeneous Catalysisó. Research in progress (with M. Ahmad and J. 
Zeaiter). Supported by LNCSR. 

7.  òSynthesis of monolithic molecularly-imprinted silica aerogels for selective 
solid-phase extraction of key-drugsó. Research being completed and paper 
under preparation. 
 

Ghaddar, Tarek 
 
1. òNew Tetrazolate-Based Ruthenium Complexes and Electrolyte System for 

the Use in Dye-Sensitized Solar Cells.ó Munib and Angela Masri Institute of 
Energy and Natural Resources Grant. Research is in progress. 
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2. òStable and Efficient Ruthenium Complexes for Dye-Sensitized Solar Cells.ó 
Lebanese National Council for Scientific Research. Research is in progress. 

3. òAn Aqueous Electrolyte System for Dye-Sensitized Solar Cells.ó University 
research Board. Research is in progress. 

4. òGel Type Aqueous Electrolyte System for Dye-Sensitized Solar Cells.ó 
Kamal Shair Research Fund. Research is in progress. 

 
Ghauch, Antoine 
 
1. òInvestigation into persulfate activation by photolysis using UV light and 

solar energy: Application to hospital effluents decontaminationó. 1 year 
project supported by KAS/CRSL (2014-2015).  

2. òInvestigation into the synergistic effect of different persulfate activation 
methods toward a sustainable treatment of organic contaminants in water 
effluents.ó Supported by URB/OGC (2014-2015). 3-year project.  

3.  PEER (USAID/NAS): òInvestigation into Persulfate/Peroxymonosulfate 
Oxidation of Micro-contaminants toward Water Sustainability: Mechanism, 
Kinetics and Implementationó (2012-2015).  

 
Haddadin, Makhlouf 
 
1. Synthesis of novel heterocycle which showed anticancer activity such as 

derivatives of isoquinolinoquinoxalines (M.Sc. research of Miss Chapotian).  
2. Mechnistic studies into the reaction of benzofurazan oxide with 2-

cyanophenylacetonitrile.  
3. Possible synthesis of unknown thiet [2,3-c]pyridines and other heterocyles 

derive from. 
 
H alaoui, Lara  
 
1.  Project: Coupling Plasmonic and Photonic Effects for Amplification of 

Solar Energy Conversion in Third Generation Solar Cells Funded by the 
Masri Institute for Energy and Natural Resources.  

2.  Project: Bimetallic and Trimetallic Oxygen Evolution Catalysts Based on 
Doped òNiBió Films and their Use in Solar Fuel Generation. Funded by the 
University Research Board, AUB.  

3.  Amplification in Light Energy Conversion at Q-CdTe Sensitized TiO2 
Photonic Crystal, Photoelectrochemical Stability in Se2- Electrolyte, and 
Size-Dependent Type II Q-CdTe/CdSe Formation.  Work completed. Ali 
Nehme, Fatima Haydous, Lara Halaoui*.  Paper published in 2016 in J. Phys. 
Chem. C. (J. Phys. Chem. C. 120, 4766-4778, 2016). 

 
Hasanayn, Faraj  
 
1.  Mechanistic studies on metal catalyzed dehydrogenative coupling reactions. 



 

 

114 

 

Hmadeh, Mohamad 
 
1.  Metal-organic frameworks incorporating heterogenous building units as 

adsorbents and catalysts (URB). 
2.  Development of new nanostructures composites photocatalysts for solar 

fuel production (CRSL). 
3.  Design and synthesis of new photocatalysts for CO2 reduction (Masri grant). 
 
Kaafarani, Bilal 
 
1. T. H. Al-Assaad, K A. Al-Kurdi, and B. R. Kaafarani, òSynthesis and 

Investigation of Novel Materials for Organic-Light Emitting Diodesó. 
Research in progress. Supported by CNRS. 

 
Karam, Pierre 
 
1. Multiplex Detection of oligonucleotides for Early Cancer Diagnosis (K. A. 

Shair CRSL Research Fund; $7500; 1 year). 
2. Tailoring conjugated polyelectrolyte microenvironment for enhanced 

photostability, biocomptability and functionality CNRS; ($19000; 2 years). 
3. Developing sensitive and specific biosensor for traumatic brain injury 

biomarkers, Farouk Jabre Grant ($20000; 1 year). 
 
Patra, Digambara 
 
1.  Synthesis of novel Zn(curcumin)O nanoparticles for biomedical application, 

University Research Board (AUB). 
2.  Single molecule fluorescence imaging and analysis of curcumin in polymeric 

and liposome systems (Alexander von Humboldt-Stifung Foundation, 
Equipment Subsidy [sCMOS camera], Germany). 

3.  Green synthesis of silver and gold nanoparticles using curcumin for optical 
sensing, K. Shair-CRSL endowed research fund (AUB). 

4.  Effect of silver nanoparticles on membrane permeability and anti-fouling 
for wastewater treatment (Lebanese Council of Scientific Research).  

 
Saliba, Najat A. 
 
Atmospheric Chemistry Projects 
1. òPM10 and PM2.5 levels in street canyons in the city of Beirut. Research 

project in progress and in collaboration with the Universite Saint Joseph 
(USJ) and Notre Dame University (NDU).  Project supported by the 
Lebanese National Council for Scientific Research (CNRS).  Rima Baalbaki, 
Fatima Hussein and John Awad are the respective senior research assistant, 
the graduate student and the intern responsible for the project. 

2.  òMeasurement of polyaromatic hydrocarbons in heavily populated areas in 
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Beirutó. Julie Nassar is the graduate student who is responsible for this 
project. Project supported by the University Research Board (URB). 

Nicotine Delivery System Projects 
1. òAssessing the amount of nicotine in electronic cigaretteó Project in 

collaboration with Dr. Alan Shihadeh (AUB).  Ahmad Hellany; a 
postdoctoral visitor, Rachel Hajj; a research assistant and Sarah Soussy; a 
graduate student are the scientists responsible for this project. Project 
supported by the National Institute of Health (NIH)-USA and the US-
Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  

2.  òAssessing the amount of furan in flavored electronic cigaretteó Project in 
collaboration with Dr. Alan Shihadeh (AUB).  Ahmad Hellany; a 
postdoctoral visitor, Rima Baalbaki; a research assistant and Sarah Soussy; a 
graduate student are the scientists responsible for this project. Project 
supported by the National Institute of Health (NIH)-USA and the US-
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 

3. òAssessing the effect of pH on nicotine partitioning in electronic cigaretteó 
Project in collaboration with Dr. Alan Shihadeh (AUB).  Ahmad Hellany; a 
postdoctoral visitor, and Rachel Hajj; a research assistant are the scientists 
responsible for this project. Project supported by the National Institute of 
Health (NIH)-USA and the US-Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 

4. òAssessing the amount of polyaromatic hydrocarbons in real time water 
pipe smokeó Project in collaboration with Dr. Alan Shihadeh (AUB).  Rima 
Baalbaki is the research assistant who is responsible for this project. Project 
supported by the National Institute of Health (NIH)-USA. 

AUB Nature Conservation Center (AUB-NCC) projects 
1. òDevelopment of novel synthetic and nanoparticle derivatives of the anti-

cancer drug Salograviolide Aó.  Extraction, isolation, structure identification, 
synthesis and formulation of biological activity studies is a work in progress.  
Project supported by AUB-NCC and HIKMA Pharmaceuticals.  Lamis Al-
Aaraj is the research assistant who is coordinating the chemistry part of the 
project.   

2. òExtracting and finger printing of sesquiterpene lactones of Cota palestinaó.  
Lamis Al-Aaraj is the research assistant who is coordinating the chemistry 
part of the project.  Project supported by the Lebanese National Council for 
Scientific Research (CNRS).   

3.  òOpen and Collaborative Science for Developmentó is in collaboration 
with Dr. Salma Talhouk (LDEM) and Dr. Mahmoud El Hindi (CHEN).  
This project looks into solving the water and air pollution at the 
community/municipality levels taking a citizen science approach. The 
project is funded by IDRC-Canada.  

 
Sultan, Rabih 
 
1.  Fractal Structures in Electroless Metal Deposition Systems, Proceedings of 

the CCT-15 Conference on Chaos, Complexity and Transport, Marseille, 
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France, June 1-5, 2015 (with Abbas Safieddine, Hiba Farah and Amal Zein 
Eddin), published by World Scientific.  In press. 

2.  Simulation of Geochemical Banding I: Acidization-Precipitation 
Experiments in a Ferruginous Limestone Rock, Chemical Geology (with 
Maysam Msharrafieh, Mazen Al-Ghoul, Farah Zaknoun, Houssam El-Rassy 
and Samia El-Joubeily).  Submitted. 

3.  Effect of the structural properties of the gel matrix on pattern formation 
and periodicity in diffusion-precipitation systems (with Houssam El-Rassy 
and Huria Ibrahim). Funded by FAS CRSL grant. In progress. 

4.  Studying the reversal of the roles of the electrolytes in Liesegang systems 
(with H. El-Rassy). Funded by FAS CRSL grant. In progress. 

5.  Structural effects, gel-ion interactions and Universality in direct versus revert 
spacing Liesegang patterns (with Houssam El-Rassy). Funded by FAS CRSL 
grant. In progress. 

6.  Effect of a magnetic field on fractal metal deposits in electroless redox 
systems (with Samih Isber and Huria Ibrahim). Funded by URB. Research 
completed and paper being written. 

7.  Simulation of Geochemical Banding II: Theoretical modeling and simulation 
of banding and characterization of fractal contour structure in acidization-
precipitation geochemical systems (with M. Al-Ghoul). Research in progress. 

8.  Chaotic oscillations in a diffusion-precipitation-redissolution Co(OH)2  
Liesegang system (with Mostafa Saad). Funded by URB. In progress. 

9.  Chaotic patterns in 2D periodic precipitation systems in a Constantly Fed 
Unstirred Reactor  (CFUR) (with Leen Kalash and Mohamad Najdi). 
Funded by URB. In progress. 

 
 
E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES    
 
Al-Ghoul, Mazen 
 

1. Director, Graduate Program in Computational Science 
2. Member, AUB Senate 
3. Member, AUB Senate Steering Committee 
4. Member, Masri Institute for Energy Studies Steering Committee 
 
Bouhadir, Kamal 
 
1.  Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Organic Chemistry Research 
2.  Member, Editorial Board, Journal of International Journal of Materials 

Science    and Applications 
3.  Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Open Journal of Organic Chemistry 
4.  Member, Editorial Board, Modern Chemistry 
5.  Member, American Chemical Society (ACS) 
6.  Member, Phi Lambda Upsilon (Honorary Chemical Society) 
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El-Rassy, Houssam 
 
1. Senator, University Senate. 
2. Member, Interfaculty Financial Aid committee. 
3. Member, University Research Board. 
4. Chairperson, FAS Undergraduate Academic Affairs committee. 
5. Member, FAS Research committee. 
6. Chairperson, Chemistry equipment committee. 
7. Member, Chemistry curriculum committee. 
8. Member, Chemistry PhD committee. 
9. Academic advisor, Chemistry undergraduate students. 
10. MS thesis advisor of Ms. Christina Jalkh.  
11. MS thesis advisor of Ms. Maya Chaaban. 
12. Member of the promotion committee of Dr. Mohamad Abiad (FAFS; to 

the rank of Associate Professor). 
13. Member of the MS thesis committees of: Mr. Hassan Harb (Chemistry); 

Ms. Julie Nassar (Chemistry); Ms. Rita Jalkh (FAFS) 
14. Member of the Editorial Board for Scientific Reports (Nature publishing 

Group). 
15. Reviewer for Journal of Non-Crystalline Solids (1 manuscript). 
16. Reviewer for a research proposal submitted to CEDRE program. 
17. Research work presented in the EMN Dubai Meeting on Mesoporous 

Materials, April 1-4 2016, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. (Oral presentation) 
 
Ghaddar, Tarek 
 
1. Chairperson, Chemistry Department. 
2. Chair, Chemistry PhD committee. 
3.  Member, Nature Conservation Center, (NCC). 
4. Member, Pro-Green Tempus team (FEA). 
5. Member, Kamal Shair Research Fund committee (FAS). 
6. Member, CRSL Steering Committee. 
7. Member of the thesis committee of Mr. Tarek El-Asaad (Chemistry). 
8. Member of the thesis committee of Miss Mira El Harakeh (Chemistry). 
9.  Member of the thesis committee of Miss Hala Atallah (Chemistry). 
 
Ghauch, Antoine 
 
1. Consultancy 1: D-RASATI 2 extension project through REP.  
2. Ghauch, A. Development of new security features for the paper industry. 

Radece Slovenia, April 1-3, 2015.  
3. Ghauch, A., Ghaddar, T. Improvement of security features detection in 

printing and development of new secure dye. Radece Slovenia, April 1-3, 
2015.  
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4. Ghauch, A., Rapid Identification of the Authenticity of Valuable 
Documents: Development of a Smart Anti-Counterfeiting Optical System 
(SACOS). KAS CRSL 4th Research day on Innovation and Creativity at 
AUB, May 7, 2015. 

5. Naim S., Ghauch, A. (2015) Application of advanced oxidation processes 
using iron-based industrial scrap for persulfate activation toward ranitidine 
degradation in water. 4th KAS CRSL Research Conference Day, AUB, May 
7, 2015. 

6. Ghauch, A. Persulfate chemistry, a sustainable advanced oxidation 
technology for water treatment, National Academy of Sciences - 
Washington DC May 13, 2015. 

7. Ghauch, A. SACOS patent: Applications and Perspectives, USAID - 
Washington DC May 13, 2015. 

8. Ghauch, A. Development of a new tool for the detection of counterfeiting: 
Application to banknotes, Blum Center ð UC-Berkeley - May 15, 2015. 

9. Ghauch, A., Awwad, N. On the removal of ketoprofen drug in persulfate 
aqueous systems: thermal versus chemical activation processes. 250th 
American Chemical Society National Meeting and Exposition, New 
Advances in the Chemistry and Application of Advanced Oxidation 
Processes for Removal of Contaminants of Emerging Concern, August 16-
20, 2015, Boston, Massachusetts, USA.  

10. Ghauch, A., Ammouri, A. Development of a spectroscopy-based smart 
device for the rapid detection of organic molecules of environmental, health 
concern and security features interest. 250th American Chemical Society 
National Meeting and Exposition, Symposium 1: Innovations in Analytical 
Chemistry and Their Application to National Security and Forensics 
(CBRNE)-August 16-20, 2015, Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 

 
Haddadin, Makhlouf 
 
1. Departmental seminar coordinator  
2. Acting President of AUB: July 1-August 31, 2106  
3. Senior Advisor to the President: Sept. 1-present  
4. Member of the BOT of Balamand University, Executive Committee, 

Academic Committee (Executive Chair).  
5. Member of the Advisory Board of Archives in Organic Chemistry, and 

occasional reviewer of papers to this journal. 
 
Halaoui, Lara 
 
1. University Chief Marshal 
2. Associate Dean, FAS (Fall semester) 
3. Research Leave, Spring 2016. (Visiting Scholar, Chemistry Department, 

Pennsylvania State University, hosted by Thomas Mallouk).   
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4. Member of the K. Shair central research science laboratory (CRSL) steering 
committee (Fall semester, research leave in spring) 

5. Member of the FAS-150 committee. (Fall semester) 
6. Member of the AUB-150 faculty working group committee.  
7. Member, Internal Review Committee of English  (Fall semester) 
8. Member, Internal Review Committee of Psychology (Fall semester) 
9. Co-advising doctorate work of N. Beydoun, for Ph.D. at University de 

Technologie de Troyes, France.  
10. R. Fayad, and L. Halaoui. Amplification of light energy conversion within 

the dielectric-band in a dye-sensitized solar cell coupled to an inverse opal 
compared with an inverse glass (abstract: INOR 65). Oral presentation at 
the 250th American Chemical Society National Meeting, Boston, MA 
August 16-20, 2015. Presented by L. Halaoui. 

11. R. Fayad, and L. Halaoui. Investigation of the amplification of light 
conversion efficiency at dye-sensitized TiO2 solar cells coupled with 
photonic crystals compared to photonic glass. Poster presentation at 
HOPV15, Rome, Italy, May 10-13, 2015.  Presented by R. Fayad.  

12. L. I. Halaoui (R. Fayad, S. Bayram, M. El Harakeh, F. Haydous, A. Nehmeh, 
and L.Halaoui). Amplification of Light Energy Conversion in Dye-Sensitized 
Solar Cells and Quantum Dot Solar Cells by Trapping Light in Photonic 
Crystals New Trends in Nanotechnology Symposium; Crystals. Lebanese 
American University, May 8, 2015.  Invited Lecture. Presented by L. 
Halaoui. 

13. L. I. Halaoui (R. Fayad, S. Bayram, M. El Harakeh, F. Haydous, A. Nehmeh, 
and L.Halaoui). Amplification of Light Energy Conversion in Dye-Sensitized 
Solar Cells and Quantum Dot Solar Cells by Trapping Light in Photonic 
Crystals. October 13, 2015. Physics Department, AUB. Invited by the 
Physics Student Society. Presented by L. Halaoui. 

 
Hasanayn, Faraj  
 
1.  Faculty Academic Disciplinary Committee, chair. 
2.  Faculty Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, member. 
 
Hmadeh, Mohamad 
 
1. Member of the Curriculum committee. 
2. Member of the Program learning outcome committee 
3. Member of the Undergraduate admission committee 
4. Supervision of undergraduate (2 students) and graduate students (3 students) 
 
Kaafarani, Bilal 
 
1. Arkivoc Editorial Board of Referees, May 2009-date. 
2. Member, American Chemical Society. 



 

 

120 

 

3. Member, Royal Society of Chemistry. 
4. Grant Reviewer: Lebanese National Council for Research (CNRS), K. Shair 

Central Research Science Laboratory (CRSL) of AUB 
5. Manuscript reviewer: BMC Medical Education, Journal of Vacuum Science 

& Technology, Journal of Materials Chemistry C, RSC Advances. 
6. Supervised the organization of the òLongest Dabke in the History of AUBó 

that was carried out on the occasion of AUBõs 150th anniversary on January 
28, 2016 (https://youtu.be/xujDUD26nYM) 

7. Supervised the organization of the Fourth International Organic Chemistry 
Competition (OC4) which will take place on May 20, 2016 on the occasion 
of AUBõs 150th anniversary. 

 
Karam, Pierre 
 
1. Member, Curriculum committee. 
2. Member, FAS Library Committee. 
3.  Chair, Safety committee  
4. Member, Material science initiative graduate program. 
5.  Organizer, First AUB symposium on Materials Science and Energy 
6.  Member, AUB graduate open house 
7. Member of the thesis committee of Miss Ghinwa Darwish (Chemistry) 
 
Patra, Digambara 
 
1. Chairperson, Undergraduate Admission Committee, FAS. 
2. Chairperson, The Senate University Library Committee, AUB. 
3. Coordinator, Freshmen Admission File Reading, AUB. 
4. Book Coordinator, Department of Chemistry 
5. Member, Senate University Library Committee, AUB. 
6. Member, Undergraduate Academic Affairs Committee, FAS. 
7. Member, Departmental Equipment Committee 
8. Member, PhD Committee, Department of Chemistry 
 
 
Saliba, Najat 
 
1. WHO: The Sixth Meeting of the WHO Tobacco Laboratory Network, 

Maastricht, Netherlands, 9-11 May 2016. 
2. WHO: First Technical Consultation and Capacity Building on Tobacco 

Product Testing and Disclosure,ΟThe Ashok, New Delhi, India, 27-29 April 
2016. 

3. WHO: The 60th Session of the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Committee 
(RC-60) and the endorsement of the Regional Strategy on Health and the 
Environment with a Framework for Action for 2014-19. Dec. 10, 2015. 

4. WHO:1ST Africa/Middle-East expert meeting and workshop on the health 

https://youtu.be/xujDUD26nYM
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impact of airborne dust Amman, Jordan, November 2-5, 2015. 
5. WHO: Consultation on available evidence for the future update of the 

WHO Global Air Quality Guidelines, Bonn, GermanyΟ29 September-1 

October 2015. 
6. WHO: 2nd Consultation Meeting on the Global Platform on Air Quality 

and Health, August 18-20 August 2015. 
7. WHO: Consultation for nominating the Aerosol Lab (ARL) and the 

Analytical and Atmospheric Lab (AAL) as a WHO Regional Collaborating 
Center, June 4-7, 2015. 

Press Coverage 
1. The Press release put forward by the American Chemical Society (ACS) on 
òE-cigarettes may be as addictive as traditional onesó has attracted the 
attention of several media platforms including Ashley Welch; a Health 
Reporter in CBSNews, Beth Greenwood from dailyRx News, Ryan 
McDonald; an Online Content Editor at Healio Allergy (A Wyanoke Group 
Company), Cynthia Fox; a Science Journalist and Author, Wael Nabbout; a 
Technology & Video Editor at MIT Technology Review Arab Edition, and 
Maha Al Azar at the American University of Beirut (AUB) press.   

2. Articles related to local air pollution research findings have been covered by 
all local and some international news media  

Conferences 
1. òOur Pollution and Our Healthó, Lebanese Pulmonary Association, 

Lebanon, (April, 2016)  
2. òThe role of the Lebanese Citizen in Solid Waste Managementó, Lebanese 

American University, Lebanon (April, 2016) 
3. òOur Strength is in Our Collaboration; The benefits of the Associated 

Research Unit on Air Quality (ARU) established and funded by the 
Lebanese Council for Scientific Researchó Lebanese Association for 
Advancement in Science, Lebanon (April, 2016) 

4. òThe role of the Lebanese Citizen in Solid Waste Managementó, Women 
Uprising, Lebanon (March, 2016) 

5. òOur Pollution and Our Healthó Rotary Club, Lebanon (March, 2016) 
6. òEffect of Air Pollution in Beirut on Skinó Orthodontics, Alumni Chapter, 

AUB, (February, 2016) 
7. òConsequences of Waste Burning Activitiesó Dar Al 3ajaza, Beirut, 

Lebanon, (February, 2016) 
8. òOur Pollution and Our Healthó Press Conference, AUB, (January, 2016) 
9. òOur Pollution and Our Healthó Hariri School of Nursing, AUB, (January, 

2016) 
10. òWater Pipe Smoke and Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systemsó Portland 

State University, USA, (January, 2016) 
11. òOur Waste and Our Healthó Vascular Medicine Program, AUB, 

(December, 2015) 
12. òAged Dust Episodes and their Effects on the Physical and Chemical 
Transformations of Coarse and Fine Particles in Beirut, Lebanonó Regional 
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Centre for Environmental Health Action (CEHA), WHO, Jordan 
(November, 2015) 

13. òThe analytical approach to the study of Electronic Nicotine Delivery 
Systemsó Center for the Study of Tobacco Products, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, USA (July, 2015) 

Poster Forum 
òInternational Biodiversity Day at AUB (IBDAA).ó Member of the organizing 
committee.  This is a poster forum where students from different faculties 
celebrate in their own way the International Biodiversity Day, American 
University of Beirut, (April, 2015).  This year my class of Chem 219 presented 
16 posters. 
Committees and Memberships 
1. Director of the AUB Nature Conservation Center; AUB NCC 
2. Head of the AUB task force on the Solid Waste Management Crisis 
3. Member of the Vascular Medicine Program at AUB 
4. Member of the Eye on Environmental Education, Abu Dhabi 
5. Member of the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 

(SETAC)  
6. Member of the IBDAA (International Biodiversity Day at AUB) poster 

forum committee 
7. Member, American Chemical Society (ACS) 
8. Chair of the thesis committee of Julie Nassar, MS, Chemistry, AUB 
9. Chair of the thesis committee of Sarah Soussy, MS, Chemistry, AUB 
10. Chair of the thesis committee of Fatima Hussein, MS, Chemistry, AUB 
Community Involvement and Service 

1. Director of the AUB Nature Conservation Center; AUB-NCC 
2. Head of the AUB task force on the Solid Waste Management Crisis 
3. Initiator and coordinator of the Samir & Claude Abillama Eco-

Entrepreneurship    Award. 
4. Member and founder of the International Biodiversity Day at AUB 

(IBDAA) celebration at AUB. 
5. Member of the Tobacco Advocacy group at AUB. 
 

 
Sultan, Rabih 
 
1. Graduate Advisor 
2. Organized the faculty presentations session and the Chem. 361seminar 

sessions. 
3. Administered the MS Comprehensive 
4. Interim Acting Chairman 
5. Acting Chair on Contracts  
6. Acting Chair on Promotions 
7. Prepared the Chemistry undergraduate and graduate brochures 
8. Prepared the Chem. 201 General Education assessment documents 
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9. Member, Internal Review Committee (IRC): Architecture and Graphic 
Design 

10. Member, Special Panel Committee (apptd. by Acting President Haddadin) 
11. Member, Expanded Advisory Committee, FHS 
12. Submitted three research proposals: URB, CRSL and co-investigator in 

LNCSR (with Prof. Layla Badr, PI, NDU) 
13. Refereed articles for: ChemComm., European Journal of Physics (EJP) 

(twice), Journal of Geophysical Research (Solid Earth), and Cèdre research 
proposal 

14. Attended the CCT-15 Conference on Chaos, Complexity and Transport, 
Marseille, France, June 1-5, 2015, poster session. 

 
 
F. PUBLICATIONS     
 
Al-Ghoul, Mazen 
 
1. D. Saliba, M. Hmadeh and M. Al-Ghoul, òPd-dopped CdAl Layered 
Double Hydroxide for the photocatalytic reduction of carbon dioxideó, 
ChemSusChem 9, 800-805 (2016). 

2. G. Al Akhras, M. Ammar, Houssam Rassy and Mazen Al-Ghoul, òSelf-
Assembled Lanthanum Hydroxide Microspheres within a Reaction-
Diffusion Framework: Synthesis, Characterization, Control and 
Applicationó, RSC Advances 6, 3433-3439 (2016). 

3. A. Abi Mansour and M. Al-Ghoul, òBand Propagation, Scaling Laws and 
Phase Transition in a Precipitate System II: Computational Studyó, The 
Journal of Physical Chemistry A 119, 9201-9209 (2015). 

4. M.M. Ayass, I. Lagzi and M. Al-Ghoul, òTargets, Ripples and Spirals in a 
Precipitation System with Anomalous Dispersionó, Physical Chemistry 
Chemical Physics 17, 19806-19814 (2015). 

5. N. Saad, M. Al-Mawla, E. Moubarak, M. Al-Ghoul and H. El-Rassy, 
òSurface-Functionalized Silica Aerogels and Alcogels for Methylene Blue 
Adsorptionó, RSC Advances 5, 6111-6122 (2015). 

6. Mazen Al-Ghoul, òThe Reaction-Diffusion Framework: Making & 
Studying Materials Far from Equilibriumó, Solvay Workshop on 
Multiscale modelling at the Physics, Chemistry, Biology interface, 
Brussels [April 19-21, 2016]. 

7. G. Al-Akhras, F. Fakhro, H. El-Rassy and M. Al-Ghoul, òSelf-Assembly 
of lanthanum hydroxide spheres in a reaction-diffusion system: synthesis 
and applications,ó The 5th EUCHEMS Chemistry Congress, Istanbul, 
Turkey [August 31-Sep. 4, 2015]. 

8. M. Al-Ghoul, òThe Reaction-Diffusion Framework: New Materials and 
Applicationsó, 2nd United Arab Emirates Conference on Pure and 
Applied Chemistry (ECPAC16), American University of Sharjah, UAE 
[March 1-3, 2016].  
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9. M. Al-Ghoul, òMicro and Macroscopic Aspects of Precipitation 
Reaction-Diffusion Systemsó, Dissolution and Precipitation ð 
Implications of Energy Geo-Engineering KAUST Athenaeum, KSA 
[February 7-10, 2016]. 

10. M. Al-Ghoul, òMaking New Materials Using the Reaction-Diffusion 
Frameworkó, U.S. National Academy of Sciences - KAUST Frontiers of 
Sensor Science Symposium, KAUST, KSA [December 5-7, 2015]. 

11. D. Saliba and M. Al-Ghoul, òDynamics and Mechanism of 
Intercalation/De-Intercalation of Rhodamine B during the Polymorphic 
Transformation of the CdAl Layered Double Hydroxide to the Brucite-
Like Cadmium Hydroxideó, Frontiers of Chemical Sciences VII: Rabat, 
Morocco [November 15-20, 2015].  

12. D. Saliba and M. Al-Ghoul, òMaking New Material Using a Reaction-
Diffusion Frameworkó, Frontiers of Chemical Sciences VII: Rabat, 
Morocco [November 15-20, 2015]. 

13. D. Saliba and M. Al-Ghoul, òNew Material via Reaction-Diffusion: 
Synthesis, Characterization and Photo-Catalytic Activity of Cadmium-
Aluminum Layered Double Hydroxideó, Frontiers of Chemical Sciences 
VII: Rabat, Morocco [November 15-20, 2015]. 

14. N. Saad, M. Al-Mawla, E. Moubarak M. Al-Ghoul, H. El-Rassy, 
òSurface-functionalized silica aerogels and alcogels for methylene blue 
adsorption,ó The 5th EUCHEMS Chemistry Congress, Istanbul, Turkey 
[August 31-Sep. 4, 2015]. 

15. M. Al-Ghoul, òModeling Precipitation Pattern Templates Using the 
Multi-Dimensional Cahn-Hilliard-Reaction-Diffusion Equations,ó 
International Science and Engineering Conference ISEC2015, Doha, 
Qatar [May 11-12, 2015]. 

 
Bouhadir, Kamal 
 
1. Hammud, H. H.*; El-Dakdouki, M.; Sonji, N.; Sonji, G.; Bouhadir, K. H.* 

Interactions of some divalent metal ions with thymine and uracil 
thiosemicarbazide derivatives. Nucleosides, Nucleotides and Nucleic Acids 2016, 
in press. 

2. Hammud, H. H.*; El-Dakdouki, M.; Sonji, N.; Sonji, G.; Bouhadir, K. H.* A 
novel multi-functional fluorescent probe for Cu2+, Fe3+ and Ag+ based on a 
pyrimidine thiourea derivative. Curr. Anal. Chem. 2016, in press. 

3. Bouhadir, K. H.*; Kobeissi, A.; Mohsen, F.; El-Harakeh, M; Younes, J.; Azzi, 
G.; Eid, A. A.* Novel carbocyclic nucleosides suppress mesangial cell 
proliferation and matrix protein accumulation through an ROS-depending 
mechanism. II. Acylhydrazone-functionalized pyrimidines. Bioorg. Med. Chem. 
Lett. 2016, 26, 1020-1024.  

4. Hammud, H. H.*; El-Dakdouki, M.; Sonji, N.; Bouhadir, K. H. 
Solvatochromic absorption and fluorescence studies of adenine, thymine, 
and uracil thio-derived acyclonucleosides. Eur. J. Chem, 2015, 6(3), 325-336.  
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5. Hammud, H. H.*; El-Dakdouki, M.; Sonji, N.; Sonji, G.; Bouhadir, K. H.* A 
novel multi-functional fluorescent probe for Cu2+, Fe3+ and Ag+ based on a 
pyrimidine thiourea derivative. Curr. Anal. Chem. 2015, 11(4), 279-290. 

6. Hammud, H. H.*; El Shazely, S.; Sonji, G.; Sonji, N.; Bouhadir, K. H.* 
Thiophene aldehyde-diamino uracil Schiff base: a novel fluorescent probe 
for detection and quantification of cupric, silver and ferric ions. Spectrochim. 
Acta A. 2015, 150, 94-103. 

 
El-Rassy, Houssam 
 
1. Ghida Al Akhrass, Manal Ammar, Houssam El-Rassy, Mazen Al-Ghoul. 

Self-Assembled Lanthanum Hydroxide Microspheres within a Reaction-
Diffusion Framework: Synthesis, Characterization, Control and 
Application. RSC Advances, 2016, 6, 3433-3439. 

 
Ghaddar, Tarek 
 
1. Fayad R., Shoker T. and Ghaddar T., òHigh photo-currents with a 

zwitterionic thiocyanate-free dye in aqueous-based dye sensitized solar cellsó 
Dalton Transactions, 45(13):5622-8, (2016). 

2. Patra D., Chaaban A., Darwish S., Saad H., Nehme A.,  Ghaddar T. òTime 
Resolved Study of Three Ruthenium (II) Complexes at Micellar Surfaces: A 
New Long Excited State Lifetime Probe for Determining Critical Micelle 
Concentration of Surfactant Nano-Aggregatesó Colloids and Surfaces B: 
Biointerfaces 138, 32ð40 (2016). 

3. Shoker T., Tanios R., Fayad R. and Ghaddar T., òHighly Robust Tetrazolate 
Based Complexes for Efficient and Long-term Stable Dye Sensitized Solar 
Cellsó RSC Advances, 5, 66047ð66056, (2015). 

4. Talhouk R., Nasr B., Fares M-B., Ajeeb B., Nahhas R., Al Aaraj L., Talhouk 
S., Ghaddar T., and Saliba N. òAnti-Inflammatory and Cytostatic Activities 
of a Parthenolide-Like Sesquiterpene Lactone from Cota palaestina subsp. 
Syriacaó Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine Volume 
2015, Article ID 474597, (2015). 

 
Ghauch, Antoine 
 
1. Ghauch, A., Tuqan, A.M., Kibbi, N (2015) Naproxen abatement by 

thermally activated persulfate in aqueous systems. Chem. Eng. J. 279, 861-
873.  

2. Ghauch, A. Iron-based metallic systems: An excellent choice for sustainable 
water treatment. Freib. Online Geosci. 2015, 38, 80 pp.  
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Haddadin, Makhlouf 
 
 1. Huy H. Nguyen; Teresa A. Palazzo; James C. Fettinger ; Makhluf J. 

Haddadin; Mark J. Kurth, Tetrahedron Letters,2015,56(40), 5429-5433  
2. Teresa A. Palazzo; Digambara Patra; Joung S. Yang; Elsy El Khoury; 

Macknensie G. Appleton; Makhluf J. Haddadin,;Dean J. Tantillo; Mark J. 
Kurth, Organic Letters, 2015, 17(23), 5723-5735  

3. Huy H. Nguyen,;James C. Fettinger; Makhluf J. Haddadin; Mark J. Kurth, 
Tetrahedron Letters, 2105, 56(40), 5429-5433 

 
Halaoui, Lara 
 

1. Remi Fayad, Lara Halaoui* The Role of Order in the Amplification of Light-
Energy Conversion in a Dye-Sensitized Solar Cell Coupled to a Photonic 
Crystal. ChemPhysChem.  First published Dec. 8 2015 In print: 17, 260-269 
(2016). 

 
Hmadeh, Mohamad 
 
1.  Daniel Saliba, Alaa Ezzeddine, Rachid Sougrat, Niveen M. Khashab, 

Mohamad Hmadeh* and Mazen Al-Ghoul* Synthesis of CdAl Layered 
Double Hydroxide Hierarchical Microspheres via a Reaction-Diffusion 
Framework and their Photocatalytic Activity for CO2 Reduction, 
ChemSusChem, 2016, DOI: 10.1002/cssc.201600414. 

2.  Zeinab Moussa, Mohamad Hmadeh,* Mohamad Abiad, Omar Dib, 
Digambara Patra*  Encapsulation of Curcumin in Cyclodextrin-Metal 
Organic Frameworks: Dissociation of Loaded CD-MOFs Enhances Stability 
of Curcumin Food Chemistry, 2016, Accepted. 

 
Kaafarani, Bilal 
 
1. M. M. Dagher, J. A. Atieh, M. K. Soubra, S. Khoury, H. Tamim*, B. R. 
Kaafarani*, òMedical Research Volunteer Program (MRVP): Innovative 
Program Promoting Undergraduate Research in the Medical Fieldó, BMC 
Medical Education 2016, In Press. 

2. B. R. Kaafarani*, C.Risko, T. H. El-Assaad, A. O. El-Ballouli, S. R. Marder, , 
S. Barlow*,  òMixed-Valence Cations of Di(carbazol-9-yl) Biphenyl, 
Tetrahydropyrene, and Pyrene Derivativesó, Journal of Physical Chemistry  C 
2016, 120, 3156-3166. 

3. T. H. El-Assaad, M. Auer, R. Castañeda, K. M. Hallal, F. M. Jradi, L. Mosca, 
R. S. Khnayzer, D. Patra, T. V. Timofeeva, J-L. Brédas, E. J. W. List-
Kratochvil, B. Wex*, B. R. Kaafarani*, òTetraaryl Pyrenes: Photophysical 
Properties, Computational Studies, Crystal Structures, and Application in 
OLEDsó, Journal of Materials Chemistry C 2016, 4, 3041 - 3058. 
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Karam, Pierre 
 
1.  Darwish, G; Koubeissi, A; Shoukar, T; Karam, P. òTurning the heat on 
conjugated polyelectrolytes: developing a ratiometric nanothermoteró 
Chemical Communications, 2016,52, 823-826. 

2. Darwish, G; Karam, P. òHighly Photostable, Ultrabright and Non-Blinking 
Nanohybrid Conjugated Polyelectrolyte Particlesó Nanoscale, 2015, 7, 
15149-151582. 

 
Patra, Digambara 
 
1. Rasha N. Moussawi, Digambara Patra*, Nanoparticle self-assembled grain 

like curcumin conjugated ZnO: curcumin conjugation enhances removal of 
perylene, fluoranthene, and chrysene by ZnO, Scientific Reports, 6, 24565 
doi: 10.1038/srep24565 (2016) 

2.  Elsy El Khoury, Digambara Patra*, Length of Hydrocarbon Chain 
Influences Location of Curcumin in Liposomes: Curcumin as a Molecular 
Probe to Study Ethanol Induced Interdigitation of Liposomes, Journal of 
Photochemistry & Photobiology B: Biology, 158, 49- 54 (2016). 

3.  Rasha N. Moussawi, Digambara Patra*, Modification of nanostructured 
ZnO surfaces with curcumin: A fluorescence-based sensing for arsenic and 
improving arsenic removal by ZnO, RSC Advances, 6, 17256-17268 (2016). 

4.  Nader Al Danaf, Racha Abi Melhem, Khaleel I. Assaf, Werner M. Nau, 
Digambara Patra*, Photophysical properties of neutral and dissociated 
forms of rosmarinic acid, Journal of Luminescence, 175, 50-56 (2016). 

5.  Digambara Patra*, Ahmad H. Chaaban, Shaza Darwish, Huda A. Saad, Ali 
S. Nehme, Tarek H. Ghaddar*, Time resolved study of three ruthenium (II) 
complexes at micellar surfaces: A new long lifetime probe for determining 
critical micelle concentration of surfactant nano-aggregates, Colloids and 
Surfaces B: Biointerfaces, 138, 32-40 (2016). 

6.  Tarek H. El-Assaad, Manuel Auer, Raul Castañeda, Kassem M. Hallal, Fadi 
M. Jradi, Lorenzo Mosca, Rony S. Khnayzer, Digambara Patra, Tatiana V. 
Timofeeva, Jean-Luc Brédas, Emil J. W. List-Kratochvil, Brigitte Wex*, Bilal 
R. Kaafarani*, Tetraaryl Pyrenes: Photophysical Properties, Computational 
Studies, Crystal Structures, and Application in OLEDs, Journal of Materials 
Chemistry C, 4, 3041-3058 (2016) [Correction: J. Mater. Chem. C 4, 3059 
(2016)]. 

7.  Teresa A. Palazzo, Digambara Patra, Joung S. Yang, Elsy El Khoury, 
Mackenzie G. Appleton, Makhluf J. Haddadin, Dean J. Tantillo*, Mark J. 
Kurth*, Dibenzonaphthyridinones: Heterocycle-to-Heterocycle Synthetic 
Strategies and Photophysical Studies, Organic Letters, 17, 5732-5735 (2015). 

8.  Rasha N. Moussawi, Digambara Patra*, Synthesis of Au Nanorods through 
Pre-reduction with Curcumin: Preferential Enhancement of Au Nanorods 
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Formation Prepared from CTAB Capped over Citrate Capped Au Seeds, 
Journal of Physical Chemistry C, 119, 19458-19468 (2015). 

9.  Elsy El Khoury, Mohamad Abiad, Zeina G. Kassaify, Digambara Patra*, 
Green synthesis of curucmin conjugated nanosilver for the applications in 
nucleic acid sensing and anti-bacterial activity, Colloids and Surfaces B: 
Biointerfaces, 117, 274 - 280 (2015). 

10. Mai Mouslmani, Jessica M. Rosenholm, Neeraj Prabhakar, Markus Peurla, 
Elias Baydoun, Digambara Patra*, Curcumin associated poly(allylamine 
hydrochloride)-phosphate self-assembled hierarchically ordered 
nanocapsules: size dependent investigation on release and DPPH 
scavenging activity of curcumin, RSC Advances, 5, 18740 ð 18750 (2015). 

 
Saliba, Najat 
 

1. J. Nicolas, M. Jaafar, E. Sepetdjian, W. Saad, C. Sioutas, A. Shihadeh and N. 
A. Saliba òRedox activity and chemical interactions of metal oxide nano- and 
micro-particles with dithiothreitol (DTT)ó, Environmental Science: Processes & 
Impacts, 2015, 17, 1952-1958. DOI: 10.1039/C5EM00352K. 

2. A. El Hellani , R. El Hage , R. Baalbaki , R. Salman , S. Talih , A. Shihadeh , 
and N. A. Saliba, òFree-base and protonated nicotine in electronic cigarette 
liquids and aerosolsó, Chemical Research and Toxicology, 2015, 28, 8, 1532-1537, 
DOI: 10.1021/acs.chemrestox.5b00107. 

 

 
G. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
  
The main future development will concentrate on the renovation of all research 
and teaching labs present in the Department.  Completion of the renovation of 
the organic labs is planned (Bunsen burners need to be replaced by heating 
mantles and upgrade of the electricity lines and transformers). The 
rehabilitation of the auditorium (room 001) that was initiated five years ago but 
still needs a considerable budget to be completed. 
 
Re-launching the Ph.D. program is the primary curriculum task that the 
Department is currently undertaking. The proposal to re-instate the PhD 
program will hopefully be sent by the University Board of Graduate Studies for 
external review this coming academic year. 

Tarek Ghaddar  
Chairperson 
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CIVILIZATION STUDIES PROGRAM  
 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS 
 
PLO Assessment 
The existing Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) are: 
To acquire knowledge of human thought and culture in different historical 

epochs. 
To identify main themes and concepts encountered in texts. 
To interpret texts with increasing depth within their historical and intellectual 

context. 
To evaluate various genres critically. 
To formulate and synthesize creative and informed arguments in line with the 

standards of intellectual integrity. 
 
In previous cycles, five PLOs were developed, which are now listed on the 
CVSP website (http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/cvsp/Pages/about.aspx); attempts 
were made to test four of the PLOs (2010-2011); the PLOs were revised and 
PLOs 3 and 4 were assessed (2011-2012);  the PLOs were again revised and 
PLOs 2 and 3 were assessed (2012-2013); PLOs 2 and 3 were again assessed 
(2013-2014). In 2014-2015 no PLOs were tested either directly or indirectly in 
the first semester due to the change in oversight and the departure of Bill 
Merrifield. The time was instead devoted to preparing for the testing of PLO I, 
reviewing previous results and discussing with faculty and instructors the 
overall effectiveness of work on the PLOs done to this point. It seemed to be 
an appropriate time for CVSP to do such a review since it had completed 
several cycles of testing which had not as yet yielded any actionable results. In 
the spring of the 2014-15 academic year, PLO I was assessed indirectly using 
entry and exit surveys. The results were not received back from OIRA until fall 
2015-16 and are being included in a PLO end of year report for the first time 
below. After this, PLO testing within the program was temporarily suspended, 
because CVSP was selected by Ali Hajj to take part in testing the PLOs for GE 
humanities across FAS. The results of this testing are summarized below. 

 
Testing of PLO I 
PLO I was tested directly in 2014-2015 using entry and exist surveys designed 
by the instructors of 201-204. As a control, instructors themselves were asked 
to take the survey. Questions were excluded or marked in cases where 
instructors disagreed, depending on the degree of disagreement. General 
findings were that: students do not enter CVSP classes possessing knowledge of 
the topics surveyed; student progress in learning was substantial with the great 
majority increasing by 50 to 80 percent. A table is included below summarizing 
the main data results. 
 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/cvsp/Pages/about.aspx
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Summary of Relevant Results 
We found that there were a several questionable and wholly problematic 
instances amongst the PLO question set, reflected in a lack of agreement 
amongst instructors as to which answers were correct.  The questionnaires 
answered by course instructors not infrequently displayed disagreement over 
the correct answer (at least partially due to ambiguity in the questions 
themselves).  Where instructors donõt overwhelmingly agree on correct answers 
to a question, there is little basis to extract statistical significance from student 
responses. This would seem to suggest less uniformity than is called for in an 
unambiguous set of student survey questions and in what is being taught as well 
as to recommend that the questions themselves be revisited.   On a positive 
note, as indicated by the positive change between entry and exit results on a 
majority of questions, it is clear that the materials we are teaching are not 
known to the students entering all core courses. This holds true with a few 
exceptions:  questions relating to Edward Said and those regarding revelation in 
the Christian and Muslim traditions.  Topics where there was the least progress 
or negative growth are as follows:  Christianity and revelation; Kantian moral 
theory (#6 where answer 3 was chosen 45% over the correct answer #2); 
Goethe and reason; Darwin; Said 
 
Table 1: Percentage Correct and Improvement Results from PLO 1  
 

Question 201 201 202 202 203 203 204 204 

 % Change % Change % Change % change 

         

1 86 57 X X 91 63 29 9.7 

2 47 39 56 6 X X 85 75 

3 93 81 68 16 98 60 91 67 

4 81 62 45 14 97 74 76 62 

5 89 68 59 40 X X 70X 65X 

6 77 56 X X 36 -1 31 24 

7 76 71 50 39 87 73 88 87 

8 51 38 77 54 85 52 92 58 

9 61 46 77 63 25 20 91 68 

10 39X 18X 79 36 8 -2 74X 22X 

11 47 41 89 71   37 1 

12   80 43     
# of 
questions at 
or above 
80% 

3  2  5  5  

X= 
Excluded 
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GE PLO results were reported as satisfactory by Ali Hajj (statistics available 

upon request). 

Conclusion and Recommendations: 
1) Suspension of further PLOõs until completion of the self-study: changes 
recommended by the SS may lead to a revised set of PLOõs. 
2) At the time of commencement of the next PLO testing, a return to the 
questions presented in the PLOs by the course committeeõs is recommended in 
order to consider existing ambiguities. 
3) Since the beginning of testing, all 5 PLOs have been tested. In past, we have 
noticed that there has been a lack of consideration of the implications of PLO 
results for courses in particular or the program as a whole.  PLO testing in its 
present form calls for a revision such that its results can inform consideration 
of program improvement and revision.   
One simple reason why PLO testing to this point has not been actionable is 
that the testing itself has not sufficiently been designed with clear criteria for 
remedial action dependent upon the results.  
However, the main reason we believe that testing of PLOõs has not resulted in 
actionable plans is that all the PLOõs concern basic humanities skills which 
cannot be addressed adequately through simple structural changes, e.g. changes 
to the readings in the courses or the number or kind of courses required. They 
must rather be effected through changes to pedagogical techniques within 
courses, but this would require a degree of control over what transpires within 
courses and such a measure is currently unacceptable to members of CVSP. 
One option that would accommodate needs on both sides of this question 
would be to create an introductory, freshman course (e.g. Introduction to 
Civilization Studies) that, with a reduced number of texts and greater focus on 
building fundamental and preparatory humanities skills and thought, could 
directly prepare students in-line with the PLOs so that they can more greatly 
benefit from the content of 201-204.  This is something that our prospective 
restructuring considerations can take into account in the wake of the CVSP 
forum and self-study.  
 
Forum 
The CVSP Forum coordination in 2015-2016 has been assigned to Dr. Dahlia 
Gubara (and for the Spring semester Dr. Hussein Abdulsater served with her as 
a joint convenor). 
 
The Civilization Studies Program (CVSP) organized a Forum/State-of-the-field 
workshop on 5th May 2016 in association with the Center for the Arts and 
Humanities (CAH), and the Anis Makdisi Program in Literature (AMPL).  The 
theme was titled: òLiberal Arts and the Modern University: The Role and Place 
of the Core Curriculum - AUB, Lebanon and Beyondó. 
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The Forum/state of the field workshop aimed precipitating a broad discussion 
and assessment of the role and centrality of a liberal arts core curriculum 
program committed to general education and the advancement of knowledge in 
the modern university, and at AUB in particular at the cusp of the institutionõs 
150th anniversary.  
 
To that end, the workshop aspired to build upon past and present initiatives 
and experiences to explore with colleagues from institutions in Lebanon and 
overseas points of intellectual, conceptual, pedagogical and institutional interest, 
convergence and divergence. These points could ultimately serve as a platform 
from which to imagine and implement possibilities and proposals for any future 
restructuring of the program at AUB, as well as benefitting other institutions 
that share AUBõs interest in enhancing the role of liberal arts education within 
the broader academic context. 
 
The Forum/state of the field workshop was structured around three panels and 
roundtables that grouped participants from Columbia University, the American 
University in Cairo, the Lebanese American University, the University of 
Balamand, Notre Dame University, and representatives from the various 
departments in the humanities, along with colleagues from diverses faculties at 
AUB.  The three panels were the following: 
 
Panel I: òLiberal Arts, General Education and the Modern University,ó aims 
broadly to identify and assess the institutional and pedagogical merits of liberal 
arts education, and the role of a core curriculum within a program of general 
education at AUB and elsewhere. Concurrently, it aims to put in conversation 
various models and experiences and surveys their historical inception and 
course, present commitments and challenges, as well as their future prospects.  
The panel was moderated by Professor Nader El-Bizri and contained also a 
public lecture by Professor Patricia Grieve (Columbia University). 
 
Panel II: òCanon, Civilization, Critical Thoughtó involves a more focused 
conceptual and pedagogical discussion on what it is that a core curriculum does 
and how, by reflecting on the interconnections between the concepts that 
frame and organize such programs. Namely, the idea of a canon or great books 
series, its composition and reproduction across time and space, and its role in 
generating critical thought through an interdisciplinary textual engagement with 
a set of salient ideas that shape and are shaped by various intellectual contexts.  
The panel was moderated by Dr. Eric Goodfield and contained also a public 
lecture by Professor Robert Switzer (American University in Cairo). 
 
Panel III: òPositionalities: CVSP in and from the Regionó returns to consider 
more directly the relationship, past and present, between the University and the 
City ð or more broadly, the Region ð in order to contextually situate specific 
intellectual and pedagogical needs, challenges and aspirations of CVSP and 
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similar programs in the region from the vantage point of place and 
positionality.  The panel was moderated by Mr. Peter Shebaya and also 
contained a public lecture by Professor Ferial Ghazoul (American University in 
Cairo). 
 
Brown Bag Talk Series 
The following CVSP Brown Bag talks were coordinated by Nadia Bou Ali: 
Sami Khatib, òThe Messianic without Messianism: Walter Benjaminõs 
Materialist Theology.ó 

Bilal Orfali, òThe Maqamat of al-Hamadhani: Manuscripts, Collection, and Early 
History.ó 

Bana Bashour, What Fundamentalists Can Teach Us About Moral Evaluations, 
October 21, 3 pm. 

Courtney Fugate, òTeleology, Mathematical Beauty and the Discovery of 
Synthetic Judgments a priori.ó 

Joshua Norton, òNo Time for the Hamiltonian Constraint topic.ó 
 
Blended Teaching 
Building upon past experiences over the last two years, the blended format was 
tested again in 2015-2016, with 70% handled in the normal face-to-face (F2F) 
discussion sessions, and 30% moved onto an online environment. The online 
portion of the course consists of various forms of student-centered learning 
activities, including online assignments, forums, glossary, and group wiki 
entries. These learning activities were designed in a way that they are both 
rooted in the F2F sessions, and flow back into them; and in the online context 
the role of the teacher becomes more of a moderator and facilitator, and the 
learning itself is shifted onto the student engagement with the activities. 
 
Language Courses 
As with previous years, CVSP continued its successes in HSK (also named 
òChinese TOFELó), which is a worldwide exam for testing non-Chinese 
speakersõ proficiency in Chinese language. For the fourth year this standard has 
been maintained as part of the Chinese language offerings at CVSP under the 
tutorship of Mr. Chihua Chen. 

Ms. Amal Dibo, the coordinator of our French language courses, conducted 
various discussions and meetings with French cultural and language officers at 
the Institut Français in connection with the French language courses being 
offered at CVSP. It has been agreed that our French language courses do not 
require revisions or revamping. 
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General 
An in memoriam event was held on November 9, 2015 at the Bathish Auditorium 
to honor the memory of Dr. Mona Amyuni (1933-2015), a longstanding faculty 
member at AUB for several decades and who passed away in September 2015. 
 
In 2015-2016 CVSP began its self-study review process, which is due to be 
completed by the end of the Fall 2016 and is served through a committee 
chaired by Mr. Peter Shebaya, with three other members: Courtney Fugate, Eric 
Goodfield, and Hani Hassan. 
 
Four new Assistant Professors have been appointed at CVSP: Hussein 
Abdulsater (research area: Islamic Studies, Theology and Ethics [deferred start 
date to the Spring 2016]); Nadia Bou Ali (research area: Modern Arab Thought 
and Nationalism, Nahda literature); Eric Goodfield (research area: Political 
Philosophy, Hegel); Dahlia Gubara (research area: Wisdom Literature, 18th 
century Islamic intellectual history). 
 
In 2015-2016 three new part-time instructors joined our teaching teams, 
namely, Tony Nasrallah (PhD [ABD] Middle Eastern Studies), Mahmoud 
Baassiri (PhD [ABD] Philosophy) and Farah Aridi (MA Comparative 
Literature). 
 
In 2015-2016, the CVSP coordination of activities has been assigned as follows: 

1) CVSP 201 and 205, Peter Shebaya; CVSP 202, Hani Hasan; CVSP 203, 
Hayat Bualuan and Mahmoud Youness; CVSP 204, Syrine Hout. 

2) PLO Assessment, Courtney Fugate. 
3) CVSP Forum, Dahlia Gubara; Hussein Abdulsater (Spring semester). 
4) CVSP Brown Bag, Nadia Bou Ali. 
5) Social Activities, Hayat Bualuan with Randa Khairallah. 

 
 
B. PERSONNEL   
 

1. Faculty Members1  
 

Bornedal, Peter2 Professor Ph.D. 
El-Bizri, Nader Professor Ph.D. 
Jarrar, Maher Professor Ph.D. 
Saumarez Smith, Richard Professor Ph.D. 
Harb, Sirene* Professor Ph.D. 
Hout, Syrine* Professor Ph.D. 
Meloy, John* Professor Ph.D. 

                                                 
* Part-time basis, and/or primarily based at another AUB academic unit. 
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Myers, Robert* Professor Ph.D. 
Mejcher-Atassi, Sonja* Associate Professor Ph.D. 
Nassar, Christopher* Associate Professor Ph.D. 
Wrisley, David*                               Associate Professor      Ph.D. 
Currell, David*                               Associate Professor      Ph.D. 
Abdulsater, Hussein Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Bou Ali, Nadia Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Fugate, Courtney Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Goodfield, Eric Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Gubara, Dahlia Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Newson, Paul* Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Wick, Alexis* Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Amyuni, MonaÀ* Senior Lecturer Ph.D. 
Shebaya, Peter Senior Lecturer M.A. 
Bualuan, Hayat* Lecturer Ph.D. 
Maktabi, Hadi* Lecturer Ph.D. 
Arasoghli, Aida* Instructor M.A. 
Aridi, Farah* Instructor M.A. 
Baassiri, Mahmoud*        Instructor               M.A. 
Chen, Chihua                  Instructor               M.A. 
Dibo, Amal*                                    Instructor                      M.A. 
Hassan, Hani* Instructor M.A. 
Khoury, Samira* Instructor M.A. 
Nasrallah, Tony* Instructor M.A. 
Sinjab, Nisreen* Instructor M.A. 
Tomeh, Edmond*                          Instructor                     M.A. 

     Youness, Mahmoud*                       Instructor                     M.A. 
 

2.  Graduate Assistants 
 

Fall Semester   

Wallace, Cody C.  GA 

Spring Semester   

Davies, Jack    GA 

 
3.  Non Academic Staff  

 
Khairallah, Randa 

  
Secretary 
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C. TEACHING  
 

1. Student Enrollment in Courses 
  

Courses Summer ô15 Fall ô15-16 Spring 
ô16 

Total 

201       46     138     154 338 

202         66      132     150 348 

203       43      115     105 263 

204       44     138     152 334 

205       44     137     150 331 

110        18       20   38 

111        16      40  56 

112        18         18 

216        20    20 

217                

207C         18     18 

207I        20       22   42 

207H                  

208C         22         22 

208H                 

208F        60      22  82 

208G        20   20 

295Q            

295S            

295U               

250         22      22  44 

251         20      22  42 

FREN  201       20        20      22   62 

FREN  202       20        12      18   50 

CHIN 201               30      32   62 

CHIN 202                   15      15   30 

Total              2220 

 
 
2. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses  
 All CVSP Courses are 3 credits 
Total    6660 credits 
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D. RESEARCH 
 
Abdulsater, Hussein 

Shiôi Doctrines, Muôtazili Theology: al-Sharŧf al-Murtadń and the Systematization of 
Imami Discourse. Edinburgh University Press.  In press. 

òEarly Tafsir, Late Resurgence and Spurious Ascription: The Curious Case of 
Risalat al-Muhkam wa-l-Mutashabih,ó al-Abhath, 60.  In press. 

òTariq al-Yaqi wa ôaqlaniyyat al-nazaró, in Practicing Philosophy in Lebanon, ed. Nader 
El-Bizri. Beirut: Dar al-Farabi, in association with the Orient-Institut, 2016.  
In press. 

Lecture delivered at the Shiôah Institute, 1st Annual Symposium, London, 
September 2015. 

 
Bornedal, Peter 
òEthical and Unethical Discourseó, in Practicing Philosophy in Lebanon, ed. Nader 

El-Bizri (Beirut: Dar al-Farabi, in association with the Orient-Institut).  In 
press. 

òChiasmatic Reasoning: Strategies of Self-Immunizationó. Forthcoming in 
Chiasmatic Encounters, Lexington, New York; pp. 169-184. [Eds: Prof. H. 
Silverman & Prof. K. Korhonen, et al].  In press. 

òOn the Institution of the Moral Subject: On the Commander and the 
Commanded in Nietzscheõs Discussion of Lawó, In Kriterion, Nietzsche and the 
Kantian Tradition. Brazil, Minas Gerais, 2014. [Ed. Prof. R Lopes].  In press. 

òEmergence and Extinction: Nietzscheõs Pragmatic-Positivist Critique of 
Knowledge.ó  Book proposal submitted to academic publisher. 

òReading Derrida Reading: A Critical Reevaluation of the Philosophy of 
Jacques Derrida.ó 

Translation of Richard Avenarius: Philosophie als Denken der Welt gemäss dem 
Princip des kleinsten Kraftmasses; in early preparation. 

òDeconstructive versus Pragmatic Analysis of Intention in the Austin-Derrida-
Searle Debate.ó  Submitted to peer-reviewed journal. 

òPhenomenon and Perspective: Nietzscheõs Epistemology in the Context of 
Early Positivist and Pragmatic Traditions.ó Submitted to peer-reviewed 
journal. 

òCausality and Knowledge: Hume, Nietzsche, and Mach on Humanization of 
Nature.ó Submitted to peer-reviewed journal. 

òTruth as Economy: Thought-Economy in Avenarius, Mach, and Nietzsche.ó 
In preparation. 

òNietzscheõs BGE 15 and the ôMaterialismus Streitõ: Reading a Nietzsche passage 
through Hjelmslev, Czolbe, and Lange.ó In preparation. 
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Bou Ali, Nadia 
òMehdi Amel and the Temporalities of Capitalism,ó Historical Materialism Journal. 
In press. 
òBlesseth him that gives and not him that takes, Butrus al-Bustani and the 
Mercy of Debt,ó al-Abhath.  In press. 
òCorrupting Politics: the Arab Nahda and Liberalism Revisitedó in book 
volume Beyond Muslim Liberalism, edited by Faisal Devji and Zaheer Kazmi 
(Hurst-Oxford University Press).  In press. 
òLacan contra Foucault: subjectivity, universalism, and politics.ó Guest co-
editor with Rohit Goel of a special issue of Diacritics.  In progress. 
 
El Bizri, Nader 
Awarded the prestigious Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science 

Prize for his contributions to the field of òArabic and Islamic Scientific 
Heritageó (The award ceremony took place on December 2, 2015 under the 
auspices of the Prince of Kuwait). 

Practising Philosophy in Lebanon: Texts, Authors, Trends, trilingual, Arabic, English 
and French volume, ed. Nader El-Bizri (Beirut: Dar al-Farabi in association 
with the German Orient-Institut), along with an authored introduction and 
two chapters [submitted in April 2015 in its revised form after meeting the 
anonymous refereesõ report].  In press. 

òIbn al-Haythamõs Geometrization of Place and the Affirmation of the 
Visibility of Space in Opticsó, in Navigating across Mathematical Cultures and 
Times: Exploring the Diversity of Discoveries and Proofs, eds. Liu Dun & Ioannis 
Vandoulakis.  Singapore and London: World Scientific Publishing, in 
association with Imperial College London.  In press. 

òQawl fŧ al-makńn.ó In Practising Philosophy in Lebanon: Texts, Authors, Trends, ed. 
Nader El-Bizri.  Beirut: Dar al-Farabi in association with the German Orient-

Institut.  In press. 
òIbn al-Haythamõs Discourse on Place.ó  In Practising Philosophy in Lebanon: Texts, 
Authors, Trends, ed. Nader El-Bizri.  Beirut: Dar al-Farabi in association with the 

German Orient-Institut.  In press. 
òLa d®monstration en optique: le raisonnement hypoth®tico-déductif et 
lõexp®rimentation suivant la tradition dõIbn al-Haytham.ó  In La démonstration, de 
l'antiquité à l'âge classique, eds. Ahmad Hasnaoui, Pierre Pellegrin, and Roshdi 

Rashed. Paris: Blanchard.  In press. 
òThe Conception of Place in the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity.ó  In the Festschrift 

of Carmela Baffioni.  Naples:  LõOrientale.  In press. 
òDesarguesõ Projective Geometric Methods.ó  In Visioning Technologies in 

Architecture, ed. Graham Cairns.  Aldershot: Ashgate.  In press. 
òGrossetesteõs Meteorological Optics: Explications of the Phenomenon of the 

Rainbow after Ibn al-Haythamó, in Robert Grosseteste and the pursuit of Religious 
and Scientific Knowledge in the Middle Ages, eds. Jack P Cunningham and Mark 
Hocknull.  Dordrecht: Springer.  In press. 

òAvicenna and the Problem of Consciousnessó, in Consciousness and the Great 
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Philosophers, eds. Stephen Leach and James Tartaglia.  London: Routledge.  In 
press. 

òFalsafa: A Labyrinth of Theory and Methodó, Synthesis Philosophica, vol. 30. In 
press. 

Occult Sciences in Pre-modern Islamic Culture, eds. Nader El-Bizri and Eva 
Orthmann.  Beirut-Berlin: German Orient-Institut [Ergon Verlag].  In 
progress. 

Epistles of the Brethren of Purity. On Proportions and Harmony. Arabic critical editions 
and annotated English translations of Epistles 6-8. Edited and translated by Nader El-

Bizri with Godefroid de Callatay (Oxford: Oxford University Press).  In 
Progress. 

òArithmology in the Epistles of the Brethren of Purityó, in Occult Sciences in Pre-modern 
Islamic Culture, eds. Nader El-Bizri and Eva Orthmann (Beirut-Berlin: German 

Orient-Institut [Ergon Verlag]).  In progress. 
òThe Academy as a Liminal Ontological Place.ó Keynote address, European 

symposium on the Academy, the University of Copenhagen, Humanities 
Faculty, 25 February 2016. 

òAl-Turńth al-ôilmŧ al-ôarabŧó. Lecture delivered at Dńr al-Ńthńr al-Islńmiyya in 
Kuwait City, under the auspices of H. E. Sheikha Hussah Sabah al-Salem al-
Sabah, 1 December 2015. 

òProlegomena to Analyzing Contemporary Transnational Islamist Movements 
in Light of Heideggerõs Take on the Essence of Modern Technology.ó Paper 
delivered at the Heidegger and the Global Age international symposium, 
University of Sussex, 29 October 2015. 

òAl-Falsafa waõl-aydiyƝlƝjiyńó. Paper delivered at the national philosophy 
conference at the Lebanese University, 16 October 2015. 

 
Fugate, Courtney 
Eberhardõs òPreparation for Natural Theologyó: With Kantõs Reflections, Natural Theology 

Lectures and Related Materials. Edited and translated with an introduction. Vol. 
2 of Kantõs Sources in Translation. Bloomsbury Academic.  In press. 

Metaphysics in Baumgarten and Kant, co-edited with an introduction by Courtney 
D. Fugate and John Hymers, Oxford University Press.  In press. 

òKant and Leibniz on Negative Magnitudes,ó Estudos Kantianos.  In press. 
òBeing and Existence in Baumgarten and Kant,ó Metaphysics in Baumgarten and 

Kant, edited with an introduction by Courtney D. Fugate and John Hymers, 
Oxford University Press.  In press. 

òThe Unity of Metaphysics in Kantõs Lectures,ó Reading Kantõs Lectures. Ed. by 
R. Clewis, Walter de Gruyter, 2015, 64-87.  In press. 

òThe Destiny of Mankind: Philosophy and Teleology before Kantõs Critical 
Turn.ó An interpretation of Kantõs pre-Critical philosophy which focuses 
on teleology in the young Kant and his predecessors.  In progress. 

 òMathematical Purposiveness and the Discovery of Synthetic Judgments a 
priori,ó North American Kant Society Eastern Study Group, Temple 
University. 
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òRepresenting the Highest Good,ó Reassessing Kantõs Highest Good, Emory 
University. 

òKantõs Moral Naturalism,ó Alexander Baumgartenõs ôMetaphysicsõ: Sources, 
Interpretation and Influence, La Salle University. 

òUnforeseeable Purposiveness without Limit,ó FCHI, Emory University. 
 
Goodfield, Eric 
 òNegating Negation: A Century of Revision in the Reception of Hegelõs 
Political Philosophyó, History of Political Thought.  In press. 

òAli Shariati and the Politics of Comparative Identification,ó at the Conference: 
Shariati and the Future of Human Sciences, Institute for Humanities and Cultural 
Studies, Tehran, 14 December 2015.  In press. 

 
Gubara, Dahlia 
òAl-Azhar in the Philological Order of Things.ó  In progress. 
òProphecy: A Reader.ó  Co-editor Maya Kesrouany.  In progress. 
òBeyond Freedom: Reading Labour and Subjectivity in Ottoman Egyptó (to be 

submitted to the Journal of Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East).  In progress. 

òôThe Angel of Historyõ: Jibrŧl and Islamic Traditionó (to be submitted as a 
chapter for a conference proceedings at the Orient-Institut Beirut).  In 
progress. 

 
Jarrar, Maher 
òSŧra and Exegesis, Quran, 30: 1-5: A sanad-cum-matn Study.ó Journal of Qurõanic 

Studies.  In press. 
òThe Quran and the Biography: Exegesis and the Sŧra,ó Oxford Handbook of 
Qurõanic Studies, eds. Muhammad Abdel Haleem and Mustafa Shah. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.  In press. 

òHome/land in Arabic Literature: a preliminary outline,ó An introductory essay 
to a volume entitled, Visions and Representations of Homeland in Modern Arabic 
Poetry and Prose Literature, eds. Sebastian Günther and Stephan Milich. Leiden 
and Boston: Brill, 2016.  In press. 

òal-Watan/al-ard fŧ al-adab al-ôarabŧ al-hadŧth: muqńraba awwaliyya,ó 
forthcoming Bidńyńt.  In press. 

òArabic literature in Europe during the European Middle Ages,ó Literature and 
Literary History in Global Contexts ɣ A Comparative Project. Blackwell, 2016.  In 
press. 

òAl-Qńdŧ ôAbdalĶabbńr ¿ber Magie,ó Magie im Islam: Zwischen Glaube und 
Wissenschaft, ed. Ingrid Hehmeyer. Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2015.  In press. 

òStrategies of Paradise: Paradise Virgins and Utopia,ó Roads to Paradise: 
Eschatology and Concepts of the Hereafter in Islam, eds. Sebastian Günther and 
Todd Lawson. Leiden: Brill, 2015, 256-88.  In press. 

òTransformative Crossings: The Contemporary Arabic Novel, Studies in Post-
Mahfouzian Arabic fiction.ó  Book project in progress. 
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òIbrńhŧm b. ôAbd Allńh,ó Encyclopaedia of Islam III.  In progress. 
òAsfńr b. Shŧrawayh,ó Encyclopaedia of Islam III.  In progress. 
òThe Thousand and One Nights (Alf layla wa-layla): A Case Study in ôTravelõ 
and Reception.ó  In progress. 

 òThe Thousand and One Nights (Alf layla wa-layla): A Case Study in ôTravelõ 
and Reception.ó  Paper delivered at the Books in Motion conference, AUB, 
May, 5-7, 2016. 

Main speaker and interlocutor with Elias Khoury on his new novel òAwlńd al-
gheto: ismŧ Ńdam,ó Al-Sabil, April 19, 2016. 

Introducing the poet Adonis, FAS Celebrations on the Occasion of 150th 
Anniversary, òCelebrating Arab Poetry: Adonis, Poet and Thinker,ó College 
Hall, Auditorium B1, April 2016 

 
 
E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES  
 
Abdulsater, Hussein 
CVSP Forum, Joint Coordinator (Spring 2016)  
 
Bornedal, Peter 
Chair, Promotion Committee, FAS.  
 
Bou Ali, Nadia 
CVSP Brown Bag coordinator 
 
El Bizri, Nader 
Director of the Civilization Studies Program 
Director of the Anis Makdisi Program 
Coordinator of the Graduate Program in Islamic Studies, CAMES 
Steering committee member, Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies 
Steering committee member, Center for Arts and Humanities 
Promotion committee member, FAS 
Member of the interfaculty Lotus Project  
Doctoral tutor and examiner (Arabic) 
PhD examiner, Lebanese University 
PhD examiner, Université Saint-Joseph 
PhD examiner, University of Adelaide 
Investigator in the Arts and Humanities Research Council project in Britain, 

The Ordered Universe: On 13th century science and the legacy of Grosseteste (University 
of Oxford University and University of Durham) 

Oxford University Press: General Editor of the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity 
book series 

Spinger: Co-Editor of Islamic Philosophy and Occidental Phenomenology in Dialogue 
book series 

Lexington Books, Member of the Editorial Board of Toposophia 
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Member of the Editorial Board of the Annales de Philosophie 
Member of numerous Editorial Boards of Book series and journals published 

by: E. J. Brill, Ashgate, Routledge, Center for Arab Unity Studies, and 
Springer 

Studia Phaenomenologica: Journal Referee 
Oriens, E. J. Brill: Journal Referee 
Sophia, Springer: Journal Referee 
Philosophy East and West: Journal Referee 
 
Fugate, Courtney 
CVSP Self-Study Review committee member 
CVSP PLO assessment coordinator 
Reviewer, Kantian Review (continuing) 
Reviewer, Southern Journal of Philosophy (continuing) 
Reviewer, Ergo (continuing) 
Reviewer, British Journal of the History of Philosophy (continuing) 
 
Goodfield, Eric 
CVSP Self-Study Review committee member 
 
Gubara, Dahlia 
CVSP Forum Coordinator 
Convener of the Majalis series, Islamic Studies, CAMES 
 
Jarrar, Maher 
Chair, Center for Arts and Humanities. 
Associate editor, Al-Abhath: Journal of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at the 

American University of Beirut. 
Doctoral Tutor, Arabic Department. 
Member, Promotion Committee, English Department . 
Member, Promotion Committee, Fine Arts and Art History Department. 
Member, Academic Committee, Zaki Nassif Music Program. 
Member, Executive Committee, Zaki Nassif Program for Music Friends Club. 
Member, Advisory Committee, Anis Makdisi Program in Literature. 
Since October 2015: Advisory Editorial Board, Gorgias Press: Islamic History and 

Thought. 
Referee at The Arab Journal for the Humanities-Academic Publication Council, 

University of Kuwait. 
 
Saumarez Smith, Richard 
Adviser for Special Students not working for a degree. 
Freshman and Major-less student advisor, FAS. 
Advisory Committee member, FAS. 
Promotion committee, FAS 
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Shebaya, Peter 
CVSP Associate director. 
Coordinator, CVSP 201 and 205. 
Chair, CVSP Self-Study Review Committee. 
 
 
F. PUBLICATIONS   
 
Abdulsater, Hussein 
òReason, Grace and the Freedom of Conscience: The Period of Investigation in 
Classical Islamic Theology,ó Studia Islamica, 110:2 (2015), 233-262. 

 
Bornedal, Peter 
 òWoman and Seduction in Nietzsche and Kierkegaardó, New Nietzsche Studies, 

Vol. 9. (Journal of North American Nietzsche Society, Fordham UP, 2015. 
18 pages [special issue ed. B. Babich]. 

òThe Paralogism of Writing: A Critique of Deconstructive Reasoningó, in The 
European Legacy (London, Routledge, July 2015), pp. 699-714 [Eds. E. 
Talmor & D. W. Lovell]. 

 
Bou Ali, Nadia 
òReview of Tarik el-Arissõs Trials of Arab Modernity, Canadian Review of 

Comparative Literature, Issue 3, Volume 42, 2015. 
 òOn Survivors, Translation, and their Next,ó Art Margins, 2015. 
òISIS and the Perversions of Our Times: on the importance of pure desire,ó 

Beirut Humanities Review (Spring 2015). 
òReview of Tarik el-Arissõs Trials of Arab Modernityó, Canadian Review of 

Comparative Literature, Issue 3, Volume 42, 2015. 
 
El-Bizri, Nader 
òOn Dwelling: Heideggerian Allusions to Architectural Phenomenology,ó 

Studia UBB. Philosophia, vol. 60: 1 (2015): 5-30. 
òOntological Meditations on Tillich and Heideggeró, Iris: Annales de Philosophie 

36 (2015), pp. 109-114. 
òAl-Falsafa waõl-fikr al-islńmŧ bayn jadaliyyat al-turńth waõl-tajdŧdó, The Near East 

School of Theology Theological Review, Vol. 36, Issue 2 (2015), pp. 175-184. 
òMeditations on Love and Forgiveness in Islamó, in The Dialogical Nature of Love 

and Forgiveness: Interreligious and Intercultural Reflections, ed. Edward Alam et al. 
(Louaizé, Lebanon: Notre Dame University Press, 2015), pp. 25-36. 

òForewordó, in Epistles of the Brethren of Purity.Sciences of the Soul and Intellect, Part I. 
An Arabic Critical Edition and English Translation of Epistles 32-36.  Ed. and 
trans. Paul E. Walker, et al. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015., pp. xv-
xxiii. 
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òForewordó, in Epistles of the Brethren of Purity.On Astronomia. An Arabic Critical 
Edition and English Translation of Epistle 3.  Ed. and trans. F. Jamil Ragep and 
Taro Mimura (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015); pp. xvii-xxv. 

òLe renouvellement de la falsafa?óLes Cahiers de lõIslam Vol. I (2014), pp. 17-38. 
 
Fugate, Courtney 
òThe Unity of Metaphysics in Kantõs Lectures,ó Reading Kantõs Lectures. Ed. by 

R. Clewis, Walter de Gruyter, 2015, 64-87. 
 
Jarrar, Maher 
òAbraham and the Sacrificial Son: Transtextual Strategies in Jos® Saramagoõs 

The Gospel according to Jesus Christ and Elias Khouryõs As Though She Were 
Sleeping,ó The Heritage of Arabo-Islamic Learning: Studies in Honor of Wadad Kadi, 
eds. Maurice A. Pomerantz and Aram Shahin. Leiden: Brill, 2015, 554-98. 

òGhulńm Khalŧl,ó Encyclopaedia of Islam THREE, eds. Kate Fleet, et al. Leiden 
and Boston: E.J. Brill, 2015, Vol. IV: 145-49. 

òAl-Diyńrbakrŧ,ó Encyclopaedia of Islam THREE. eds. Kate Fleet, et al. Leiden 
and Boston: E.J. Brill, 2015, Vol. 3: 75-78. 

 
 
G. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
 
Key discussions have been initiated on revamping the Civilization Studies 
Program, and these have been undertaken in the context of the ongoing self-
study review and in terms of follow ups on the forum and workshop that took 
place on May 5, 2016, in addition to earlier deliberations that lead to them.  
Various ideas were suggested, such as: the restructuring of the core courses 
CVSP 201-205 to be in line with thematic CVSP humanities courses, or the 
potential introduction of a new (or parallel) core curriculum in history and 
philosophy of science, medicine, and technology in line with general education 
at AUB, or the prospect of developing a new track in the core courses on non-
European civilizations.  Reflections on these issues, in addition to other 
proposals, will continue over 2016-2017. 
              Nader El-Bizri  
              Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE  

 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    
 
The department of Computer Science offers undergraduate and graduate and 
programs leading to BS and MS degrees in Computer Science. The MS degree 
may be either a research-oriented thesis-based degree, or a coursework-oriented 
project-based degree. The department also offers a number of service courses 
to suit non-majors from a variety of disciplines. The BS and MS graduates of 
the department continue to obtain key positions in leading national and regional 
software and information technology firms.  
 
A major achievement this year is the establishment of strong local industry 
partnership, which attracted to the department more than $100,000. Companies 
the department partnered and collaborated with include CCT International, 
Murex, Touch, and Lenovo. 
 
Another major achievement is winning the ACM Lebanese Collegiate 
Programming Contest, which is considered one of the most prestigious 
contests locally and worldwide. 
 
To enhance the quality of all offered courses, all courses are being assessed, 
electives and core. The assessment committee checks the portfolio of every 
assessed course to make sure that the course learning outcomes relate directly 
to the program learning outcomes. The committee also follows-up on the 
course update to makes sure that its recommendations and constructive student 
feedback are addressed.  
 
This year the department hosted numerous seminars and workshops given by 
international visitors. The department acknowledges the financial support of 
CAMS and its help in logistical assistance for arranging the visits. Some of the 
conducted events include: (1) a two-day workshop entitled òScientific 
Computing in BSP and Multi-BSPó in January 12-13, 2015, (2) a two-day 
workshop entitled òDeep Learning: from theory to practiceó in January 15-16, 
(3) an 8-day workshop entitled òBuilding Rich Internet Applicationsó on 
January 7-9 and January 19-23, and (4) the launching event of the 3rd VEX 
Robotics contest in October 10, 2015. The department continues to arrange for 
summer internships for many CMPS students, in an attempt to make the 
summer internship mandatory in the coming years. 
 
The undergraduate computing facilities in Bliss were upgraded and now consist 
of a mix of Windows, Mac, and Linux computer--all accessing a central Storage 
Area Network--to serve the needs of undergraduate and graduate students. The 
department labs continue to be used heavily to host on-line exams for various 
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departments from FAS and OSB and to conduct studentsõ online course 
registrations.  
 
The department continues to logistically assist in and host the annual reunion in 
coordination with the CMPS Alumni chapter. The event is regularly attended by 
graduating students, alumni, faculty, and friends of the department. Each year 
the reunion aims to honor a distinguished alumnus and a number of achieving 
graduating students. 
 
 
B. PERSONNEL     
 

1. Faculty Members   
 
Turkiyyah, George    Professor      Ph.D.  
Abu Salem, Fatima    Associate Professor   Ph.D.  
Attie, Paul      Associate Professor   Ph.D.  
El Hajj, Wassim    Associate Professor   Ph.D.  
Karam, Marcel     Associate Professor   Ph.D.  
Safa, Haidar      Associate Professor   Ph.D.  
Elbassuoni, Shady    Assistant Professor   Ph.D.  
Jaber, Mohamad    Assistant Professor   Ph.D.  
Dhaini, Ahmad     Visiting Assist. Professor  Ph.D. 
Jureidini, Wadi     Senior Lecturer     Ph.D.  
Bdeir, Mahmoud   Instructor     M.S. 
Sidani Bohsali, Hayat   Instructor      M.S.  
Asfour, Yousif    Lecturer (part time)   Ph.D. 
El Hajj, Ahmad    Lecturer (part time)   Ph.D. 
Fares, Charbel    Lecturer (part time)   Ph.D. 
Nassar, Mohamed   Lecturer (part time)   Ph.D. 
Sharafeddin, Mageda  Lecturer (part time)   Ph.D. 
Aoude, Loa     Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Assaf, Rida     Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Hamam, Mike    Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Makki, Fatima    Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Moubarak, Mohammad Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Ramadan, Salim    Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Ramlaoui, Hussam   Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
Sobh, Ameen    Instructor (part time)   M.S. 
 

2. Research Assistants  
 
Fall Semester   

Abu Jaoudeh, John  Maria Oud, Sara 

Afra, Lama  Tawbeh, Ali 
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Arnaout, Hiba  Zaatari, Ayman 

 
Spring Semester   

Mehio, Ahmad  Zaaari, Ayman 

Sawaya, Nancy   

 
3. Graduate Assistants  

 
Fall Semester   

Al Orabi, Wael Al Rahal  Helwe, Chadi 

Ali Tawbeh  Kayali, Mohamad Omar 

Chokr, Manal  Kobeissi, Salwa 

Dak El bab, kinan  Mokalled, Mariam 

El Hajj, Mohamad  Neaime, Joelle 

Faraht, Elham  Yehia, Ali 

Yoghourian, Hrag   

 
Spring Semester 

  

Al Orabi, Wael Al Rahal  Kayali, Mohamad Omar 

Chokr, Manal  Kobeissi, Salwa 

Dak El bab, kinan  Mehio, Ahmad 

El Hajj, Mohamad  Mokalled, Mariam 

Faraht, Elham  Neaime, Joelle 

Hamandi, Ahmad  Shmeiss, Zeinab 

Helwe, Chadi   

   

4. Non-Academic Staff  
 
Hamam, Mike  System Administrator 
 

Maalouf, Rima  Administrative Assistant 

 
C. TEACHING   

 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
BS Oct. 2015 3 

 Feb. 2016 15 

 May 2016 50 

 
MS Oct. 2015 3 

 Feb. 2016 2 

 May 2016 1 
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2. Number of Majors   
  

Graduates  24 

Seniors  77 

Juniors  67 

Sophomores  104 

  
3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer  Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above 5 46  56 107 
211-299  44 592  574 1210 
200-210  59 635   377 1071 
100-199  0 0  0 0 
Total 108 1273 1007 2388 

  
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer  Fall Spring Total 
300 and above 9 18 18 45 
211-299  6 66 87 159 
200-210  9 123 75 207 
100-199  0 0 0 0 
Total 24 207 180 411 

 
 
D. RESEARCH 
 
Fatima Abu Salem  
 

1. Investigating cache efficient and parallel algorithms and data structures in 
application to problems arising in computer algebra.  

2. Areas of interest include polynomial factorisation and exact linear algebra 
over finite fields. 

 

Paul Attie 
 

1. Dynamic Input/Output Automata 
2. Pairwise Synthesis and verification of concurrent programs 
3. Expressive completeness of pairwise concurrent programs 
4. Composable Architectures in BIP 
5. Abstract Framework for Deadlock Prevention in BIP 
6. Eshmun, model repair via SAT solving 
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7. SpecConstruct,  specification construction using behaviors, equivalences, 
and SMT solvers 

 
Ahmad Dhaini 
 
1. Energy Efficient Protocols for Future Access Networks: This project is in 

collaboration with Centro de Informática (CIn) of Universidade Federal      
de Pernambuco (UFPE) in Brazil. We propose new protocols and schemes 
for saving energy in future access networks. 

2. Automated Detection and Classification of Corneal Haze in Optical 
Coherence Tomography Images. This project is in collaboration with the 
American University of Beirut Medical Center (AUBMC). We design and 
implement novel techniques for automatically detecting and classifying 
corneal haze in optical coherence tomography images. 

3. Resource Management for Real-time Services over Dual-Mode UltraFlow 
Networks. This project explores new resource management schemes for 
supporting real-time services over future dual-mode UltraFlow networks. 

 
Shady Elbassuoni 
 
1. Acquiring Reliable Ratings from the crowd where we tackle the problem of 

crowdsourcing reliable ratings from expert workers for underexposed items 
like restaurants or hotels (in collaboration with the university of Grenoble) 

2. Deep Learning for Instance Matching where we utilize deep learning to 
match instances across multiple linked data sources (in collaboration with 
university of Montreal) 

3. Arabic Semantic Search where we explore deep learning to build a full-
fledged Arabic Semantic Search Engine (in collaboration with Aalborg 
University, Tsinghua University, Qatar University, Al-Jazeera, iHorizons and 
NYU Abu Dhabi) 

4. Effective Searching of the Web of Data where we tackle various problems 
related to searching the Web of Data including keyword search and natural-
language question answering, result ranking, result diversity and searching 
multiple datasets   

 
Wassim El Hajj 
 
1. Building a new framework for Information Privacy where users own their 

data and control who can access it. 
2. Opinion Mining for Arabic with Models of Semantics and Credibility.  
3. Emotion mining from text for the aim of creating a tool that takes text as 
input and classifies the emotion within the text into one of the 6 Ekmanõs 
emotions. 
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4. Activity recognition using smart devices for the aim of enabling the phone 
to know the activity of its owner. This framework will be used in 
recommender systems and opinion mining. 

 
Mohamad Jaber 
 
1. A General Framework for the Automatic Integration of Crosscutting 

Concerns in Component-based Design 
2. Runtime enforcement for component-based systems 
3. High-level modeling framework for the android platform. 
4. Verification of Component-based Systems. 
5. From high-level modeling towards efficient and trustworthy circuits. 
 
Marcel Karam 
 
1. Urban social apps with real-time peer-to-peer communications 
2. Traffic congestion solving via graph and network technologies. 
3. Improving the state calculation of Rich Internet Applications. 
4. Improving code based testing used data mining approaches.  
5. Requested Tobii, Glasses with accurate eye tracking to experiment how to 

help dyslexic kids reading from flat printed documents. Contouring of 
document will also be addressed via existing extrapolation techniques 

 
Haidar Safa 
 

1. Designing urban social application with real-time peer-to-peer ambient and 
sensory data exchanges. 

2. Enhancing Security-by-Construction in Web Applications Development via 
Database Annotations. 

3. Cache Management in Wireless Mobile Networks. 
4. Planning and Resource Allocation in Wireless Sensor Networks. 
5. Measures against malicious attacks in cloud computing systems. 
6. Resource allocation and mobility management in LTE networks.    
7. Virtualization of the LTE EPC using the SDN and NFV. 
8. Secure routing in P2P networks. 
9. Enhancing Security and Protection algorithms for VOIP networks. 
 

George Turkiyyah 
 
1. Development of a Next-Generation Robotic-Assisted Surgery Simulator. 

Funded by QNRF. 
2. Immersive Virtual Reality for Sustainable Tourism. Funded by ENPI-

CBCMED (European Union program for cross-border cooperation in the 
Mediterranean).  

3. Fast solvers in numerical optimization.  
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4. Large-scale multimodal seismic/electromagnetic geophysical inversion. 
 
 
E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES    
 
Fatima Abu Salem 
 
1. Organising Committee for the first winter school on Computational 

Neuroscience, AUB, January 2015. 
2. Associate Editor for Journal of Parallel and Distributed Computing. 
3. Member of the FAS undergraduate curriculum committee. Fall 14-15 to 

present. 
4. Member of the University Senate (Spring 2015-16). 
5. Member of the Computer Science Department Strategic Committee. 
6. Member of the Computer Science Department Outreach Committee. 
 
Paul Attie 
 
1. Member of the department curriculum committee. 
 
Ahmad Dhaini 
 
1. Member of the Computer Science Strategy Committee. 
2. Member of the Faculty Search Committee. 
3. Initiator and supervisor of Computer Science media outlets (Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, YouTube) and revamping of the department website. 
4. Member of the Software Engineering Program Committee: a joint program 

between CMPS and ECE. 
5. Organizer of the seminar òICT Development and People Empowerment - 
The Lebanon Case!ó given by Dr. Imad Hoballah (CEO of TRA, Lebanon) 

6. Organizer of the seminar òEricsson driving the Networked Societyó given 
by Ericsson, Lebanon. 

7. Responsible for the evaluation of PHYS228 for exclusion from the 
undergraduate program. 

8. Primary academic advisor of more than 80 undergraduate CMPS students 
and secondary advisor for other CMPS students. 

9. Member of the thesis examination committees of one graduate student. 
10. Advisor of two CMPS projects presented in FASõ 150th anniversary event. 
11. Elected Faculty of Arts & Sciences (FAS) faculty representative and member 

of the University Student Faculty Committee (USFC). 
12. Judge for the Darwazah Student Innovation Competition. 
13. Judge for the AUB Robotics Club Engineering Design Challenge. 
14. Advisor to the Center of Research and Innovation (CRInn) at AUB. 
15. Advisor for AUB entrepreneurs. 
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16. Developed a proposal for a new REP-CEC certificate program at AUB, 
which provides training in IT and entrepreneurship. 

17. Participated in workshop on entrepreneurship entitled òDemystifying the 
Power if Innovation From Idea to Market.ó 

18. Earned a certificate of participation in CTLõs Faculty Seminar on Learning 
and Teaching Excellence (a 7-weeks program). 

19. Judge for MIT-EF Arab Startup Competition. 
20. Lead Guest Editor for Journal of Computer Networks and Communications 
21. Technical program committee (TPC) member for IEEE ICC'2016 (Optical 

Networks & Systems Symposium). 
22. Technical program committee (TPC) member and reviewer for many 

reputable conferences and journals. 
23. Editor for Springerõs Photonic Network Communications. 
 
Shady Elbassuoni 
 
1. Member of the Library Committee at AUB for Spring 2016. 
2. Co-organizer of the first Winter Neuroscience School at AUB. 
3. Member of the First Work Shop for Digital Humanities in the Arab World. 
4. A Jury member for the AUST Senior Projects Exhibition. 
5. A PC member for AAAI 2016, PIKM 2015, BDA 2015, ISCRAM MED 

2015 and IJCAI 2016. 
6. Master thesis committee member for various students in the Computer 

Science department. 
 
Wassim El Hajj 
 

1. Chairperson of the Computer Science department.  
2. Established of an agreement between the department and CCT. 

International, which required CCT International to fund the department 
with $48,000, half of which to be used for research and the other half for 
departmental activities.  

3. Reviewer for many reputable conferences and journals. 
4. Organized a two-day workshop entitled òScientific Computing in BSP and 

Multi-BSPó in January 12-13, 2015. The workshop was free for CMPS and 
AUB students. Around 40 students participated in this workshop.  

5. Organized a two-day workshop entitled òDeep Learning: from theory to 
practiceó in January 15-16. Around 35 students participated in this 
workshop.  

6. Organized an 8-day workshop entitled òBuilding Rich Internet 
Applicationsó on January 7-9 & January 19-23. Around 50 students 
participated in this workshop.  

7. Organized the launching event of the 3rd VEX Robotics contest in October 
10, 2015. The event received considerable media attention and was attended 
by almost 200 school and university representatives. 
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8. Arranged for summer internships for many CMPS students, in an attempt to 
make the summer internship mandatory in the coming years. 

9. Organized and hosted the Microsoft Tech Days on December 8, 2015. 
10. Chairing departmental committees, including: Hiring, Assessment, Strategic 

Planning, and Outreach. 
11. Member of a faculty wide committee whose responsibility is to prepare for 

the 150th Anniversary of FAS.  
12. Member of AUB wide committees, that include, Network Project steering 

committee, Teaching Excellence Award Committee, CCTV policy 
committee, Unified communication steering committee member, and IT 
Playground steering committee member. 

13. Organized and hosted the Microsoft Tech Day 10, 2015. 
14. Supervising the theses of three graduate students. 
15. Member of the thesis examination committees of several graduate students.  
 
Mohamad Jaber 

 
1. Served on committee of several MS students.  
2. Supervising the theses of two graduate students.  
3. Reviewer, program committee, SAC 2015, WiMOB 2015, VECOS 2016. 
4. Academic Advisor for 120 undergraduate students. 
5. Programming coach for students interested in participating in the Local, 

Regional, and International ACM Collegiate Programming Contest. 
6. Member of the committee responsible for developing the fast-track 

BS/MS program. 
7. Chair, scientific committee (Computer Science), Science Olympics 2015. 

 
Haidar Safa  
 

1. Primary Academic Advisor of more than 100 undergraduate students and 
Secondary advisor for all CMPS students. 

2. Supervising the theses of two graduate students.  
3. Member of the thesis examination committees of several graduate students.    
4. Co-organizer, IEEE WIMOB DSONETS 2015 and IEEE MoWNet 2016. 
5. Editorial board of Elsevier Ad Hoc Networks journal. 
6. Reviewer for many reputable conferences and journals. 
7. Member of the AUB Network Infrastructure committee. 
8. Member of the FAS undergraduate student academic affairs committee. 
9. CMPS Department Acting Chair and served on or chaired several 

departmental ad hoc committees such as  recruiting committee, combined 
BS/MS committee, text books committee. 
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George Turkiyyah 
 

Participated in the following meetings: 
Large Scale Computational Methods for Geophysical Inversion, Aramco, 

Dhahran, KSA, Nov 2015. 
Development of the Virtual Roman Theatre at Byblos, International 

Augmented Med project meeting, Alghero, Sardinia, Sept 2015. 
Hierarchical MATVEC on GPUs, Workshop on Fast Direct Solvers, 

International Center for Mathematics and Computer Science, Toulouse, 
France, June 2015. 

Building Immersive Augmented Worlds, Seminar at Jordan University of 
Science and Technology, Jordan, May 2015. 

CUDACLAW: A GPU framework for the solution of hyperbolic PDEs, SIAM 
Computational Science and Engineering Conference, Salt Lake City, UT, 
March 2015. 

 
Mahmoud Bdeir 
 

1. Active participation in department meetings. 
2. Coached three teams for the VEX Robotics competition, March 2016. 
3. Active mentoring and coaching of students seeking jobs. 
 
 

F. PUBLICATIONS     
 

Fatima Abu Salem  
 
1. F. K. Abu Salem, Khalil El-Harake, Karl Gemayel, òCache oblivious sparse 
polynomial factoring using the funnel heapó, in Proc. of Parallel Symbolic 
Computation (PASCO 2015), ACM Press, pp. 7-15. 

2. H. Safa, W. El-Hajj, F. K. Abu Salem, M. Moutaweh, òUsing K-nearest 
neighbor algorithm to reduce false negatives in P2P secure routing 
protocolsõõ, in Proc. IWCMC 2015, pp. 929-934. 
 

Paul Attie 
 
1. Paul C. Attie and Nancy A. Lynch , òDynamic Input/Output Automata: a 
Formal and Compositional Model for Dynamic Systemsó, accepted for 
publication in Information and Computation, 2016.  

 
Ahmad Dhaini 
 
1. R. Hirafuji, Ahmad R. Dhaini, D. Khotimsky, and D. R. Campelo, òEnergy 

Efficiency Analysis of the Watchful Sleep Mode in Next-Generation Passive 
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Optical Networksó, The 21st IEEE Symposium on Computers and 
Communications (ISCC), Messina, Italy, Jun. 2016. 

2. Sara Maria El Oud, M. Abdul Fattah, Ahmad R. Dhaini, and Shady Awwad, 
òAutomated Detection and Measurement of Corneal Haze using Optical 
Coherence Tomography in Keratoconus Patients after Crosslinkingó, 6th 
Annual AUB Biomedical Research Day, Beirut, Lebanon, Feb. 2016. 

3. R. Hirafuji, K. da Cunha, D. R. Campelo, Ahmad R. Dhaini, and D. 
Khotimsky, òThe Watchful Sleep Mode: a New Standard for Energy 
Efficiency in Future Access Networksó, IEEE Communications Magazine, 
Vol. 53, Issue 8, pp 150-157, Aug. 2015. 

4. Ahmad R. Dhaini, M. De Leenheer, S. Yin, T. S. Shen, B. Detwiler, and L. 
G. Kazovsky, òDual-Mode Networksó, U.S. Patent no. 14/616,398, Aug. 
2015. 

 
Shady Elbassuoni  
 
1. Arabic Corpora for Credibility Analysis: Ayman Al Zaatari, Rim El Ballouli, 

Shady Elbassuoni, Wassim El-Hajj, Hazem Hajj, Khaled Shaban, Nizar 
Habash, Emad Yehya at the 10th edition of the Language Resources and 
Evaluation Conference (LREC 2016) 

2. Crowdsourcing Reliable Ratings for Underexposed Items: Beatrice Valeri, 
Shady Elbassuoni, Sihem Amer-Yahia at the 12th International Conference 
on Web Information Systems and Technologies (WEBIST 2016, Best-Paper 
Award Nominee) 

3. LyfeLine: Exploring Wikipedia Entities in Space and Time: Ahmed 
Hamandi, Ryan Saddi, Taha Shanouha, Shady Elbassuoni at the 6th 
International Conference of Digital Archives and Digital Humanities 
(DADH 2015) 

4. Acquiring Reliable Ratings from the Crowd: Beatrice Valeri, Shady 
Elbassuoni, Sihem Amer-Yahia at the 3rd AAAI Conference on Human 
Computation and Crowdsourcing (HCOMP 2015)  

 
Wassim El-Hajj  
 
1. Wassim El-Hajj, Mustafa Al-Tamimi, and Fadi Aloul, òReal Traffic Logs 
Creation for Testing Intrusion Detection Systems,ó Wireless 
Communications and Mobile Computing (WCMC), Wiley InterScience, 
15(14), 1851-1864, October 2015 

2. Haidar Safa, Wassim El-Hajj, Christine Meguerditchian, òA distributed 
multi-channel reader anti-collision algorithm for RFID environments,ó 
Computer Communications, volume 64, 15 June 2015, Pages 44ð56 

3. Wassim El-Hajj, Ghassen Ben Brahim, Haidar Safa, and Maha Akkari, 
òMOLSR: Mobile-Agent Based Optimized Link State Routing Protocol,ó 
IEEE International Wireless Communications and Mobile Computing 
Conference (IWCMC 2015), Dubrovnik, Croatia, August 24-28, 2015. 
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4. Haidar Safa, Wassim El-Hajj, Fatima K. Abu Salem, and Marwa Moutaweh, 
òUsing K-Nearest Neighbor Algorithm to Reduce False Negatives in P2P 
Secure Routing Protocols,ó IEEE International Wireless Communications 
and Mobile Computing Conference (IWCMC 2015), Dubrovnik, Croatia, 
August 24-28, 2015. 

5. Fatima Makki, Wassim El-Hajj, Abbas El-Hakim and Yves-Alexandre de 
Montjoye, òProtecting the Privacy of Location Data using the 
openPDS/SafeAnswers Framework,ó NetMob 2015, 7-10 April 2015, MIT 
Media Lab, Boston, USA. 

6. G. Badaro, R. Baly, R. Akel, L. Fayad, J. Khairallah, H. Hajj, W. El-Hajj, and 
K. Bashir Shaban, òA Light Lexicon-based Mobile Application for 
Sentiment Mining of Arabic Tweets,ó In Proceedings of the Second Arabic 
Natural Language Processing Workshop (ArabicNLP), in conjunction with 
ACL 2015, Beijing, China, July 26-31, 2015. 

7. A. Al Sallab, R. Baly, G. Badaro, H. Hajj, W. El Hajj, and K. B. Shaban, 
òDeep Learning Models for Sentiment Analysis in Arabic,ó In Proceedings 
of the Second Arabic Natural Language Processing Workshop (ArabicNLP), 
in conjunction with ACL 2015, Beijing, China, July 26-31, 2015. 

 
Mohamad Jaber 
 
1. Automated FPGA Implementations of BIP Designs. Maya Safieddine, Fadi 

Zaraket, Mohamad Jaber, Rouwaida Kanj and Mazen Saghir (SIES 2016). 
2. Modularizing Crosscutting Concerns in Component-Based Systems. 

Antoine El-Hokayem, Ylies Falcone and Mohamad Jaber (SEFM 2016). 
3. Fully-automated Runtime Enforcement of Component-based Systems with 

Formal and Sound Recovery. Ylies Falcone and Mohamad Jaber. 
International Journal on Software Tools for Technology Transfer (STTT) - 
2016.  

4. A General Framework for Architecture Composability. Paul Attie, Eduard 
Baranov, Simon Bliudze, Mohamad Jaber and Joseph Sifakis. Formal 
Aspects of Computing (FoAC) Journal - 2016. 

5. Formal Verification of Infinite-sate BIP models. Simon Bliudze, Alessandro 
Cimatti, Mohamad Jaber, Sergio Mover, Marco Roveri, Wajeb Saab and 
Wang Qiang (ATVA 2015). 

 
Haidar Safa 
 
1. K. Fawaz, A. Artail, R.  Al-Khansa, H.  Artail, and H. Safa òREDCIM: 

Replication Enabled Distributed Cache Management System for Wireless 
Mobile Networksó Wiley Wireless Communications and Mobile Computing 
journal, vol. 15, no. 13, September 2015, pp. 1711ð1728. (Impact Factor = 
0.853, Q2, H-index = 44). 

2. H. Safa, W. El-Hajj, C., Meguerditchian, òA distributed multi-channel reader 
anti-collision algorithm for RFID environmentsó, Elsevier Computer 
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Communications, vol. 64, June 2015, pp. 44ð56, (Impact Factor = 1.695, 
Q1, H-index = 66) 

3. H. Safa, W. El-Hajj, F. K. Abu Salem, and M. Moutaweh, òUsing K-Nearest 
Neighbor Algorithm to Reduce False Negatives in P2P Secure Routing 
Protocols,ó in proceedings of the IEEE International Wireless 
Communications and Mobile Computing Conference (IWCMC 2015), 
Dubrovnik, Croatia, August 24-28, 2015 

4. W. El-Hajj, G. Ben Brahim, H. Safa, and M. Akkari, òMOLSR: Mobile-
Agent Based Optimized Link State Routing Protocol,ó in proceedings of the 
IEEE International Wireless Communications and Mobile Computing 
Conference (IWCMC 2015), Dubrovnik, Croatia, August 24-28, 2015 

5. H. Safa, and N. Ahmad, òTabu Search Based Approach to Solve the TAs 
Reconfiguration Problem in LTE Networksó, in proceedings of  the 29th 
IEEE International Conference on Advanced Information Networking and 
Applications (AINA-2015), Gwangju, March 24-27, 2015. 
 

George Turkiyyah 
 

1. U. Challita, Z. Dawy, G. Turkiyyah, and J. Naoum-Sawaya, òA chance 
constrained approach for LTE cellular network planning under uncertainty,ó 
Computer Communications, vol. 73, pp. 34--45, 2016 

2. Aldawood, I. Hoteit, M. Zuberi, G. Turkiyyah, and T. Alkhalifah, òThe 
possibilities of least-squares migration of internally scattered seismic 
energyó,  Geophysics, vol. 80, no. 4, S93--S101, 2015 

 
 

G.  FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
 

The department has set the following action plan to be undertaken in the near 
future to address the Changing Role and Mission of Computer Science in AUB.  
 
In recent years the department has steadily been building its capacity to create a 
truly great department with a solid impact on Lebanon and the region. 
Achieving this greatness requires four things: vision, passionate faculty 
members, dedicated and well rounded students, and financial resources.  
 
Regarding our vision, we intend to make the computer science department the 
computing hub within AUB, and the major source of talented students to the 
local and regional IT sector and to respected graduate programs. Within AUB, 
we already made very successful collaboration stories with many department, 
for example, English department in the digital humanities area, the media 
studies department in data representation and analysis, and the medical school 
in image processing and recognition. We are also becoming a reference to most 
computing related activities on campus; for instance all development related 
certificates and diplomas that the Regional External Program at AUB (REP) 
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offers are designed and managed by the department. Not to mention the 
nation-wide events that we conduct every year, one major event per year, most 
recently the VEX Robotics Contest generously sponsored by Touch. The 
department will continue its plan to expand both inside AUB and outside, to 
achieve its vision of being the computing hub, inside AUB and outside. 
 
This tremendous outreach cannot happen without the very solid faculty body 
that we have and the highly qualified new hires. The department continues to 
expand and is opening new faculty lines on yearly basis and will continue to ask 
for new lines as long as there is need. Our visibility on campus and outside, 
mixed with our strong faculty body, is attracting top students to major in 
computer science. Our students are being very well trained in the foundations 
of computer science. On top of their course work, we are augmenting their 
knowledge with one-week workshops that run throughout the year covering 
recent technologies and research advances; from web and mobile development 
to parallel computing, and deep learning. Our students are landing excellent 
jobs before they even graduate and their skills are being more and more 
appreciated. Most recently, our students won the most prestigious 
programming contest in Lebanon and the world (the ACM Collegiate 
Programming contest). The department will continue on preparing its students 
to the job market and beyond, and will continue to offer extracurricular 
workshops on cutting edge technologies.  
 
As for the financial resources, the department decided to shoot two birds with 
one stone and started to go after and strengthen partnerships between the 
department and the local industry. The two birds include research and finance. 
We currently have a very successful partnership with CCT, where the 
department is working on a funded research problem that if solved will have a 
big positive impact on CCC operations. We plan to adapt such model with 
other local industries where everyone ends up being a winner. 
 
To assure that computer science courses continue to serve their objectives, the 
assessment committee will continue to check the portfolio of every assessed 
course to make sure that the course learning outcomes relate directly to the 
program learning outcomes. The committee will also continue to follow-up on 
the course update to make sure that its recommendations and constructive 
student feedback are addressed. On the graduate program and its curriculum, 
the department submitted a proposal to offer a non-thesis (courses only) 
Masterõs program, and received the preliminary approval on it.  
 
 

            Wassim el-Hajj  
            Chairperson 
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS  

 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    

 
In 2015/2016 the economics department experienced a hiatus in its 
chairpersonship as the regular chair Nisreen Salti was on research leave and was 
replaced by Ramzi Mabsout.  
 
The number of senior students graduating this year (Summer, Fall, Spring) 
continues to rise and is now 107ñroughly a 5% increase (or 5 students) 
compared to 2014/2015. At the MA level (economics and financial economics 
confounded), 13 students graduated in 2015/2016 over the period of Summer, 
Fall, and Spring, a two student increase over the 11 that graduated over the 
same period in 2014/2015.   
 
In 2015/2016, the department concluded one successful search (out of two) 
with an offer made and accepted by Ms Serena Canaan (University of California 
Santa Barbara), who will assume duties end of August 2016.  
 
One of the graduate students of the department will begin his PhD at the 
University of California Santa Barbara while undergraduate students have 
continued acceptance in top rated graduate programs in economics sincluding 
Warwick, LSE, and Toronto among others. The department also introduced 
the Elias Hrawi Award for an undergraduate and a graduate student.  
 
The department made substantial edits to the catalogue including:  
1. Changes to the minor degree requirement giving choices to students between 

intermediate microeconomics (Econ 217) or macroeconomics (Econ 227) 
instead of econometrics (Econ 214) and one economics elective. The 
number of total credits required is now 15 (Instead of 18) bringing 
economics in line with other departments.  

2. Introducing Special topic courses (Econ 290), restricting Seminars (Econ 
290) to senior students, and restricting graduate courses to senior students 
with a GPA of 85 or more. 

3. Econ 213 (Economic Statistics I) was overhauled to offer a better 
preparation for Econ 214 (Economic statistics and econometrics). In 
addition, the equivalencies of Econ 213 were limited to Stat 230 whereas the 
prerequisites for Econ 214 were limited to Econ 213 or Stat 230. 

4. Many course titles were changed (Econ 218, Econ 221, Econ 213, Econ 242, 
Econ 318) and their content updated to reflect current teaching practices 
and research. 

5. Econ 215 (Applied econometrics) will be a required course starting Fall 2016-
2017. Accordingly, it is no longer listed as an elective whereas the number of 
electives needed to graduate with a Ba in economics is 5 instead of 6.  
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The department made a request for the statistical software STATA in the Fall 
and it is hoped this request will be granted as a major equipment investment. 
This software will substantially enhance the teaching and research potential of 
the department.  
 
In addition to the usual yearly PLO evaluation, this year saw the conclusion of a 
three year PLO cycle. Over the cycle, the assessment tools differed depending 
upon the evaluated PLO. Course projects, answers from midterm and final 
exams, and an online questionnaire administered to graduating seniors. The 
results show that all of the PLOs have been fully achieved. For the first time a 
rubric to evaluate PLOs 4 and 5 was used; this tool will save time in the future 
and standardize the results. It is worth mentioning that in PLO 2 (the new PLO 
for this new three-years cycle) a slight weakness in the mathematical 
background of our students was identified, however, it is still is too early to take 
any remedial measures and the issue will be further explored in the new 
assessment. In general the results are satisfactory.  
 
The PLOs that were assessed this Spring are 3) Discuss macroeconomic theory 
and its applications and 7) Discuss microeconomic theory and its applications. 
These PLOs were assessed using results from a survey sent to graduating 
seniors (out of which 22 / 107 answered). Based on the collected information, 
this year´s PLOs were achieved. Additionally, suggestions were made by the 
graduating students that coincide with some of the issues that are being (or 
have been recently) discussed in the department such as making Econ 215 a 
required course. Other suggestions made by students are the inclusion of more 
electives and the creation of a mandatory internship program. These 
suggestions will be shared with the Program Review Committee writing team to 
be integrated in their report and final recommendations.  
 
New working desks were installed replacing the old couches in the halls of the 
department to enhance the work environment for the students.  
 
This was a very fruitful year in terms of invited speakers in part due to a grant 
from the Faculty of Arts and Sciences with partial support from the Institute of 
Financial Economics. The three invited speakers were Dr Erik Angner, Dr 
Javier Birchenall, and Dr Mark Hoekstra. The three are not merely 
accomplished researcher but all were involved in substantial contribution to 
teaching services in their respective universities. The department faculty 
benefited both from their research excellence and educational experiences. 
With Dr Angner the department also organized a one day workshop on 
behavioral welfare economics and liberal paternalism.  
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The eight seminars programmed by the department were: 
Dr Valentina Calderon-Mejia, òLabor market effects of migration related supply 
shocks: Evidence from internal refugees in Colombia.ó  Location and time: 
Wednesday April 20, 5:00pm-6:00pm. West Hall Auditorium A. 

Dr Erik Angner, òThere is no problem of interpersonal comparisons.ó 
Location and time: Thursday April 14, 5.30pm-6.30pm, Nicely 316. 

Dr Javier Birchenall, òA theory of disease development.ó  Location and time: 
Tuesday March 15, 4pm-5pm, West Hall Auditorium B. 

Dr Mark Hoekstra.  òCash for Corollas: When stimulus reduces spending.ó  
Location and time: Tuesday March 8, 3.30pm-4.30pm, West Hall Aud. C.  

Dr Patrick Mardini, òFree banking in Belgium.ó  Location and time: Wednesday 
February 24, 5pm-6pm, room: West Hall Auditorium A. 

Serena Canaan, òParental leave, intra-household specialization and childrenõs 
well-being.ó  Location and time: Tuesday February 2, 3pm-4pm, Auditorium 
A West Hall. 

Ibrahim Gunay, òLocal welfare impact of trade liberalization: Trans-Pacific 
partnership and US states.ó  Location and time: Thursday January 28, 2:45-
3:45pm. Nicely 409. 

Nagham Sayour, òThe impact of maternal care on child development: Evidence 
from sibling spillover effects of a parental leave expansion.ó  Location & 
time:  Tuesday January 26, 2:45-3:45pm, Auditorium C West Hall. 

 
The department also began research on its history. A report will be distributed 
soon which will disclose the date the department was established as well as its 
intellectual history. This is a project that will unfold over the next few years and 
it is hoped better awareness of the history of the department and its evolution 
will benefit its students, staff, and faculty.   
 
 
B. PERSONNEL     
 

1. Faculty Members   
  
Neaime, Simon Professor  Ph.D. Family name, First name Professor Ph.D. 

Salti, Nisreen 
Leila Dagher 
Martin, Darius 

 

Associate Professor  
Associate Professor 
Assistant Professor 
 

Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
 

Family name, First name Assistant Professor Ph.D. 

Montero, Casto Martin Assistant Professor Ph.D. Family name, First name Instructor M.A. 

Mabsout, Ramzi 
Radmard, Hossein 

Assistant Professor 
Assistant Professor 

Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 

   

Mouganie, Pierre Assistant Professor Ph.D.    

Ramadan, Usamah Lecturer Ph.D.    

Makdisi, Samir Professor Emeritus (P.T.) Ph.D.    
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Sirhan, Ghazi Senior Lecturer (P.T.) Ph.D.    

Sadaka, Richard Assistant Professor (P.T.) Ph.D.    

Bou Nassar, Makram Lecturer (P.T.) Ph.D.    

El Khalil, Youssef Lecturer (P.T.) Ph.D.    

Hakim, Lea Lecturer (P.T) Ph.D    

Harajli, Hassan Lecturer (P.T.) Ph.D.    

Mansour, Layal Lecturer (P.T.) Ph.D.    

Nasser, Yassar 
Nahas, Charbel 
Srour, Ilina 
Soueid, Mazen 

Lecturer (P.T.)  
Lecturer (P.T.) 
Lecturer (P.T.) 
Lecturer (P.T.) 

Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 

   

Alam, Jean Frederic Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Abboud, Ali Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Abboud, Montaha 
Bou Diab, Sara 

Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 

M.A. 
M.A. 

   

Boghossian, Myrna Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Canaan, Serena Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

El-Khalil, Iyad Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

El Baba, Nora 
El Hariri, Sadika 
Ghabboura, Yehya 
Halawi, Balsam 

Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 

M.A. 
M.A. 
M.A. 
M.A. 

   

Jibai, Rania Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Kanaan, Maya 
Rbeiz, Sylvia 
Kanaan, Niveen 

Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 

M.A. 
M.A. 
M.A. 

   

Khoury, Nicole 
Koujou, Yasmine 

Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 

M.A. 
M.A. 

   

Makki, Malak Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Majdalani, Joelle 
Nader, Pamela 

Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 

M.A. 
M.A. 

   

Samaha, Rana Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Srage, Souraya 
Sabra, Raja 

Instructor (P.T.) 
Instructor (P.T.) 

M.A. 
M.A. 

   

Tabsh, Ghina Instructor (P.T.) M.A.    

Tabsh, Hala 
 
 

Instructor (P.T.) 
 
 

M.A. 
 

   

2. Graduate Assistants   
 
Fall Semester   

Al Mokdad, Rima 
Al Rifai, Amal 

 Jaafar, Samar 
Karout, Fatima 
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Al Mawlawi, Maria 
Al Hajj, Karen 
Ajeeb, Ruba 
Chalak, Jana 
Dib, Antoine 
 

Mahfouz, Diala 
Nasser, Tarek 
Nessimian, Yervant 
Salameh, Samer 
Ohannessian, Shogher 

Spring Semester 
Al Mokdad, Rima 
Al Rifai, Amal 
Al Hajj, Karen 
Al Mawlawi, Maria 
Ajeeb, Ruba 
Chalak, Jana 
 

  
Dib, Antoine 
Hindy, Carla 
Karout, Fatima 
Mahfouz, Diala 
Nessimian, Yervant 
Salameh, Samer 
 

3. Non-Academic Staff   
 
Abou Shakra, Mona 
Attieh, Silvie 

 Administrative Assistant 
Secretary 

 
C. TEACHING   

 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
BA Oct. 2015 12 

 Feb. 2015 15 

 Jun. 2016 80 

 
MA Oct. 2015 1 

 Feb. 2015 7 

 Jun. 2016 5 

   
2. Number of Majors   
 
        Summerõ15  Fall  Spring Total 

Graduates 8 25 19 52 

Seniors 60 88 103 251 

Juniors 55 86 76 217 

Sophomores 15 126 108 249 

  
3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer ô15 Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above 18    95     80  193 
211-299 202 1442  1055 2699 
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200-210     0    54 50      104  
100-199  12  122 87     221  
Total 232 1713 1272        3217  

  
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô14 Fall Spring Total 
300 and above 6 18 21 45 
211-299 21 45 48 114 
200-210 0 3 3       6 
100-199 3 6 6     15 
Total 30 72 78 180 

 
  

D. RESEARCH 
 
Leila Dagher 
 
1. òAn investigation of green power elasticities in the USA,ó work in progress. 
Co-authored with Lori Bird and Jenny Heeter (National Renewable Energy 
Lab).   
2. òEstimating local Natural Gas demand for Lebanon,ó in progress. Funded by 
the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies. 
3. òThe effect of oil prices on the GCC stock markets,ó (in progress with Fatima 
Karout (Masterõs student). 
 
Casto Martin Montero Kuscevic 
 
1.  òMoney demand and financial innovations: A case study of Boliviaó. 
2.  òThe minimum wage under monopsony with worker heterogeneityó. (with 
Darius Martin) 
 
Ramzi Mabsout 
 
1. òFast and frugal liberal paternalismó (with Jana Mourad; in progress). 
2. òReplication and the Birge Ratio in economicsó (in progress). 
3. òNon-computation theories of mind and their implications for economicsó 

(in progress). 
4. òQualitative reasoning in economicsó. (Revise and resubmit Cambridge Journal 

of Economics). 
5. òIs the Backward Induction controversy a metaphorical problem?ó 

(Submitted to Economic Thought). 
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Pierre Mouganie 
 
1.  òConscription and the Returns to Education: Evidence from a Regression 
Discontinuityó. 

2.  òQuality of Education and Earnings: Regression Discontinuity Evidence 
from the French Baccalaureate Examó (with Serena Canaan). 

 3.  òPeer Quality and the Academic Benefits to Attending Better Schoolsó. 
(with Mark Hoekstra and Yaojing Wang). 

4.  òThe Impacts of Grade Retention on Academic Performance: Regression 
Discontinuity Evidence.ó 

5. òMaternity Leave Policies and Neighbors' Labor Supply (with Serena 
Canaan). 

6.  òConscription and Short Term Health Effects.ó 
 
Simon Neaime 
 
1. òSustainability of Budget Deficits and Public Debts in Selected European 
Unionõs Countries: An Overlapping Generation Approachó, Institute of 
Financial Economics Research Project (with L. Michelis). 

2. òThe Greek Debt Crisis: A Structural VAR Approachó, Institute of Financial 
Economics Research Project. 

3. òCurrency Devaluation in a Model with Habits and Durability in 
Consumptionó, Institute of Financial Economics Research Project. 

4. òFinancial Exclusion and Stability in MENA: Evidence from Poverty and 
Inequalityó, Institute of Financial Economics Research Project. 

5. òFinancial Crises and Contagion Vulnerability of MENA Stock Markets, 
Emerging Markets Review,ó forthcoming 2016, Institute of Financial 
Economics Research Project. 

6. òSyria the Painful Transition Towards Democracy,ó in Democratic Transition in 
the Arab World, S. Makdidi and I. Elbadawi Eds. Cambridge University Press, 
forthcoming 2016. (with R Safadi). 

 
Hossein Radmard 
 
1.  òReligion in the context of constitution: A comparative study of Egypt, Iran 
and Turkey.ó 

2.  òPublic Religiosity, State Religiosity and Conflict.ó  
3.  òReligion and Health: A county-level analysis.ó 
4.  òReligion and Entrepreneurship: A County-level Analysis.ó 
5. òReligion in Modeling of an Interdependent Social Welfare Function.ó 
6.  òTrade and Religion: case of Iran-Iraq.ó 
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Nisreen Salti 
 
1.  òTobacco taxation in Lebanon: an extended cost effectiveness analysisó 

(With Stephane Verguet and Elizabeth Brouwer) ðunder review at Social Science 
and Medicine. 

2.  òThe Ras-Beirut wellbeing survey,ó monograph under review at AUB press 
(with Huda Zreik, Cynthia Myntti, Afamia Kaddour, Sawsan Abdulrahim and Livia 
Wick). 

3.  òPopular grievances and perceptions of socioeconomic conditions in the 
Arab region prior to the uprisings,ó in progress (with Melani Cammett). 

4.  òSpecial issue of The Lancet on òthe economic case for addressing non-
communicable disease in low- and middle-income countries: investment 
needs, economic impacts and fiscal policies,ó second round of revisions.  

5.  òThe change in the determinants of inequality in self-rated health among 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, with Sawsan Abdulrahim and Shogher 
Ohannessian, in progress. 

 
 
E. OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES    
 
Leila Dagher  
 
1. Chair of the Curriculum Committee, Faculty of Arts and Sciences. 
2. Member of the search committee for Dean of Arts and Sciences. 

3. Member, Promotion Committee, Economics Department. 
4. Chair, Reappointment Committee of Dr. Hossein Radmard, Economics 

Department. 
5. Academic advisor of more than 100 undergraduate and graduate students, 

Economics Department. 
6. ECON211 coordinator (more than 800 students in 2015), Economics 

Department. 
7. Economic Student Society Faculty Advisor, Economics Department. 
8. Chair of the Program Review Committee, Economics Department. 
9. Launched and supervised the economics clinic sessions, Economics 

Department. 
10. Thesis advisor, Ms. Dalia Hammoud, Economics Department.  
11. Member of the Board and Treasurer, Arab Energy Club.  
12. Referee: Energy Economics, Energy Journal, Journal of Development Studies, 

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, and Energy Reports. 
 
 
Casto Martin Montero Kuscevic  
 
1.  Program Learning Outcome (chair) 
2.  Coordinator for Econ 212. 
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3.  Committee member for two theses. 
4.  Member of the Program Review Committee. 
5.  Advisor of Camping and Hiking Club. 
6.  Member of the recruiting faculty committee. 
 
Pierre Mouganie  
 
1.  Member of the American Economic Association, European Economic 

Association and the Association for Education Finance and Policy. 
2. Conference Presentation at the annual European Economic Association 

meetings. 
3.  Conference Presentation at the annual Association for Education Finance 

and Policy Meetings. 
4.  Organizer of the Economics department Seminar Series at AUB 
5.  Member of various committees at AUB (Research Committee, PRC 

committee writing member) 
 
Simon Neaime 
 
1.  Invited by the Economic Research Forum to attend and act as a discussant 
at ERFõs 22st annual conference, to be held in Cairo, Egypt, March 19-21, 
2016. 

2.  Invited to attend the FEMISE Annual Conference and Chair a session on 
òTwo Decades after Barcelona: Rethinking the EU-Med Partnership, 
Athens, Greece, February 13-14, 2016. 

3.  Energy Finance in the Middle East: Uncertainties and Opportunities, 
Session Moderator: Investors and Markets, American University of Beirut, 
January 22, 2016. 

4.  Invited by the Central Bank of Italy, International Economic Analysis and 
Relations Department, to participate in a panel and present a paper on the 
Greek Debt Crisis, Rome, Italy January 11-12, 2016.  

5.  Invited by the University of Verona to participate in a workshop on Debt 
and Financial Crises and give a talk on the sustainability of European Public 
debts, January 13-16, 2016. 

6.  Invited to attend the 11th Rendes Vous de la Mediterranee: Reinforcing the 
Partnership between the European Union and the Maghreb through Vocational Training 
and Entrepreneurship. November 7, 2015. 

7.  Debt Sustainability in Selected European Union Countries, A paper 
presented at the Third Paris Financial Management Conference, 14-15 
December 2015, IPAG Business School, Paris, France. 

8.  Habits and Durability in Consumption and the Effects of a Currency 
Devaluation, A paper presented at the 6th International Research Meeting in 
Business and Management, 2-3 July 2015, IPAG Business School, Nice, France. 
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9.  Invited by the University Nice Sophia Antipolis to present the paper: Are 
MENA Stock Markets Mean Reverting? A Monte Carlo Simulation, July 1, 
2015.  

10. Invited by the Central Bank of Jordan to present a paper titled: òTwin 
deficits and the Sustainability of Public Debt and Exchange Rate Policies in 
Lebanon, Amman-Jordan, February 29-30, 2015. 

11. Presented the Syria Case study at the Institute of Financial Economicsõ 
International Conference on Deconstructing Arab Transitions: Regional 
Overview and Case Studies, AUB, January 29-30, 2015. 

 
I have supervised as main advisor the following 16 graduate Theses/Projects: 
1. Hadi Jalloul (2015), Mergers in Corporate Finance: Identifying the 

Characteristics of Mergers and their Effect on Post Mergers. 
2. Farah el-Hajj (2015), US Monetary Policy: A Forty Year Analysis, 1970-2012 
3. Nour el-Hoda Nizam (2015), Dutch Disease: The Case of Saudi Arabia 
4. Fatima Hijazi (2015), Basel III, the Necessity of Regulations and the Fear of 

Repercussions. 
5. Sabine Haddad (2015), Renewable Energy in Lebanon. 
6.  Assaad Arar, (2015), Emergence of Islamic Finance in Europe. 
7. Line Khouri (2015), Impact of Interest Rates Fluctuations on Stock Market 

Performance: Empirical Evidence from the MENA Region. 
8. Malak Mourtada (2015), One Child Policy and Old Age Dependency Effect 

on the Chinese Provincial Economic Growth. 
9. Samar Jaafar (2015), Fiscal Convergence and Prospects of a Fiscal Union in 

the European Union. 
10. Fidaa El Alam (2015), the Spectre of Eurozone Deflation. 
11. Christelle Muawad, (2016), The Chinese Slowdownõs Impact on Global 

Markets: An Empirical Analysis. 
12. Ali Hayek, (2016), Mergers in the Banking Sector: Why Do Some Fail? 
13. Chadi Stephan, (2016), the Impact of Oil Price Shocks on the GCC Stock 

Markets. 
14. Karen El-Hajj, (2016), Income Convergence in the MENA Region: An 

Empirical Analysis. 
15. Jana Chalak, (2016), the Determinants of FDI in the MENA Region. 
16. Maria Al-Mawlawi, (2016), Financial Integration of GCC Stock Markets 
 
Nisreen Salti 
 
1.  The socio-economic survey of Palestine refugees in Lebanon, with the 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), report launch date: 
May 27, 2016. 

2.  IDRC grant: The economic case for addressing non-communicable disease 
in lower- and middle-income countries 

3.  Masters thesis supervised: Shogher Ohannessian. 
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Ramzi Mabsout  
 
1.  Chair of the department 
2.  Chair for the search of two new faculty members 
3.  Teaching and service recommendations to the promotion of Dr Darius 

Martin  
4.  Masterõs Thesis supervised and successful defense: Jana Mourad.  
5.  Referee: Palgrave-MacMillian, International Studies in the Philosophy of Science. 
6.  Member: World Economics Association (WEA) 
 
Hossein Radmard 
 
1.  Freshman Advising 
2. Member of FAS Research Committee 
3. Referee for Economics Bulletin   
 
 
F. PUBLICATIONS     
 
Leila Dagher   
 
1. (With H. Harajli) 2015. òWillingness to pay for green power in an unreliable 
electricity sector: Part 1. The case of the Lebanese residential sectoró. 
Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 50, 1634-1642. 

 
Casto Martin Montero Kuscevic 
 
1. (With Darius Martin), òDollarization and Money Demand Stability in 
Boliviaó, Economics and Business Letters. (2015) vol. 4, No. 3. 

2. (With Marco Antonio del R²o), òMises and Montaigne.ó History of Political 
Economy. (2015) vol. 47, No. 2, pp. 335-341. 

 
Simon Neaime 
 
1. (With R Safadi) òSyria the Painful Transition Towards Democracyó, in 

Democratic Transition in the Arab World, S. Makdidi and I. Elbadawi Eds. 
Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2016. 

2. òFinancial Crises and Contagion Vulnerability of MENA Stock Marketsó, 
Emerging Markets Review, forthcoming 2016. 

3. òThe Effects of European Austerity Measures on the South and East 
Mediterranean Countriesó, the European Institute for the Mediterranean, 
12th Editionõs Year Book, pp. 257-262, 2015. 

4. òAre MENA Stock Markets Mean Reverting? A Monte Carlo Simulationó, 
Finance Research Letters, Elsevier, Vol., 13, pp. 74ð80, 2015.  
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5. òSustainability of Budget Deficits and Public Debts in Selected European 
Union Countriesó, Journal of Economic Asymmetries, Vol.12, pp.1-21, 2015.  

6. òTwin deficits and the Sustainability of Public Debt and Exchange Rate 
Policies in Lebanonó, Research in International Business and Finance, Vol. 33, pp. 
127ð143, 2015.  

 
Nisreen Salti  
 
1. òIncome inequality and the composition of public debt,ó Journal of Economic 

Studies, Vol. 42, Issue 5, pp. 821-837. 
2. òWhoõs been left behind? Why sustainable development goals fail the Arab 
world,ó with Abbas El Zein, Jocelyn DeJong, Philippe Fargues, Adam 
Hanieh,  and Helen Lackner, The Lancet, viewpoint article published online 
first, January 15, 2016. 

 
Ramzi Mabsout  
 
1.  (with Bana Bashour) òReconciling economics with naturalist ethical theory.ó 

Forthcoming in Review of Social Economy.  
2.  Response to Polzin, Rauschmayer, Lilley, and Whitehead (2015), òWhat 
could ômindful capabilitiesõ be? A comment on Mabsout's ômindful 
capabilityõ.ó  Forthcoming, Ecological Economics. 

3.  Review of The Society of Equals, by Pierre Rosanvallon (Harvard University 
Press). Review of Political Economy (2015). 

 
 
G. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT   
 
In 2016/2017 the appointed chair will re-assume her duties as the department 
expands to 9 full time faculties achieving a slightly more equal gender ratio (1 to 
3 in favor of males). The department has further requested two new lines for 
junior positions. Bringing the number of faculty to 11 will greatly reduce the 
reliance of the department on part timers, will enhance the research output of 
the department, and improve the quality of teaching.   
 
An important milestone for the future will be the report of the Program Review 
Committee which is made up of three writers from the department (Leila 
Dagher, chair; Pierre Mouganie, writer 1; Casto Kuscevic, writer 2). The final 
PRC report is expected in the Spring of 2016-2017 with a set of 
recommendations to improve the offering of the program teaching and 
research wise. It will collect information from graduate, undergraduate (PLO), 
and alumnus, in addition to using the historical records that trace the evolution 
of the department, and inviting external reviewers to offer their own 
evaluations.  
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The department is still considering a dual structure degree BA/BS a discussion 
that will continue in 2016-2017 alongside the introduction of more electives.  
 
Finally, the commitment from FAS to keep the grant for external speakers in 
2016-2017 will allow the department to continue what it began this yearñ
inviting renowned economists in their field to raise the profile of the 
department globally and of course benefit faculty and students with the 
presence and close interaction with the most successful scholars in economics.  
  
 
 
  Ramzi Mabsout 
 Chairperson 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS 
 
The number of majors averaged across the fall and spring semesters were as 
follows: BA (46), Teaching Diploma (14+), Prospective Graduates (8), and 
Graduates (60).   Enrollment in education courses for fall and spring semesters 
was 1147 for undergraduate courses, 120 for graduate courses, and 120 for the 
summer 2014 term. In addition, 50 students were registered for theses and 
projects during fall and spring, Total enrollment in graduate and undergraduate 
courses was 1437. 
 
 
B. PERSONNEL  
 
1. Full time Faculty Members 

Al-Hroub, Anies 
Amin, Tamer 

Associate Professor 
Associate Professor 

Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 

Bashshur, Munir Professor Ph.D. 
Baytiyeh, Hoda Associate Professor Ph.D. 
BouJaoude, Saouma  Professor Ed.D. 
BouZeineddine, Amal Lecturer Ed.D. 
El-Hassan, Karma Associate Professor Ph.D. 
El-Mouhayar, Rabih Assistant Professor Ph.D. 
Ghaith, Ghazi Professor Ph.D. 
Jurdak, Murad Professor  Ph.D. 
Karami Akkari, Rima Associate Professor Ed.D. 
Khamis, Vivian Professor  Ph.D. 
Khishfe, Rola Associate Professor Ph.D. 
Vlaardingerbroek, Barend Associate Professor Ph.D. 

 
Part-Time Faculty 

Awada, Ghada Lecturer Ph.D.    
Baasiri, Lutfieh Instructor B.A.    
Bashour, Najla Lecturer Ph.D.    
Deeb, Reem 
Hout, Hanin 
Hilal, Yara 
Istfan Dabbous 
Ghussayni, Raouf 
Ibrahim, Lina 
Mouawad, Reem 
Najm, Carla 
 

Lecturer 
Lecturer 
Lecturer 
Lecturer 
Lecturer 
Instructor 
Instructor 
Instructor 
 

Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
M.A. 
Ph.D. 
B.A. 
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Osman, Enja 
 
 

Instructor 
(Coordinator, 
Practice Teaching) 

    Ph.D. 
 

Ramadan Jreidini, Najwa 
Sahyoun Timonian, Nancy 
Shukri Balaa, Rola 
 

Lecturer 
Instructor 
Instructor 

Ph.D. 
Ph.D. 
M.A 
 

   

2.  Graduate Assistants  
Fall  Semester  
Baassiri, Mariam 
Marji, Maha 
Mansour, Samaya 
Itani, Siline 
Ibrahim, Carmen 

Khattab, Yusra 
El-Helou, Maria 
Yamout, Nisreen 
Hamandi, Dania 
Saab, Serene 

Spring Semester  
Mansour, Samaya 
Itani, Siline 
Ibrahim, Carmen 
Attar, Nayla 
Ghanem, Maha 
 

Khattab, Yusra 
Yamout, Nisreen 
Saab, Serene 
Chaparian, Shaghig 

3.  Non-Academic Staff 
Kashouõ Kabalan, Leila Administrative Assistant 
Toõmeh, Munir Department Messenger 

 
SMEC  
El-Oud, Nahed  Administrative Assistant 
Hilou, Hanna  Assistant Technician 
  

 
 
 
C.  TEACHING  
1.   Number of Graduating Majors 

BA Oct. 2015 1 
 Feb. 2016 - 
 June 2016 11 
TD Oct. 2015 3 
 Feb. 2016 2 
 June 2016 12 
MA Oct. 2015 - 
 Feb. 2016      4 
 June 2016 
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2. Number of Majors, 2015-2016 

 Su 2015 Fall 2015 Spring 2016 
Graduates 4 60 60 
Prospective    
Graduates 

- 10 7 

Teaching 
Diploma 

2 14 14 

Seniors 7 11 19 
Juniors 8 16 17 
Sophomores 2 16 12 
    

* Many students are presently completing the Teaching Diploma along with the 
Bachelorõs degree. During the academic year 2015-2016, 17 students completing 
Bachelorõs degrees were enrolled in the science, English, and math methods and 
practicum courses, courses that are required for completing a Teaching 
Diploma. 
 
3.  Student Enrollment in Courses 

   S Su 2015 1st Sem. 2nd Sem. Total 
300 and above 
 

      - 70 50 120 

211 through 299 
 

     120 596 551 1267 

Theses/projects       - 26 24 50 
 
Total 

    
120 

 
692 

 
625 

 
1437 
 

4.  Credit Hours Offered 
 SuSu 2015 1st Sem. 2nd Sem. Total 

300 and above 
 

       - 21 18 39 

211 through 299 
 

      24 93 108 225 

Theses/projects - 78 42 120 
Total 24 192 168 384 

 
 
D. RESEARCH 
 
Anies Al-Hroub 
1. The Mutual Relationship between Families and Scholarsõ Experiences in the 
MasterCard Foundation (MCF) Scholarsõ Program at FHS/AUB. MasterCard 
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Foundation. (Principal Investigators: Jocelyn DeJong & Anies Al-Hroub, PhD. 
Co-investigators: Aline Germani, Fatima Ghaddar, Maha Haidar), 2015.  
2. Metacognition and Problem Solving Strategies among Mathematically 
Gifted Achievers in the UKó is funded by the URB and the British Academy. 
 
Huda Baytiyeh 
1. The use of social media tools in digital marketing 
2. Flipped classroom implementation in higher education 
3. The use of mobile technologies in educational settings 
4. Comparing studentsõ knowledge, awareness and preparedness to earthquake 
disasters between Lebanon and Turkey 
5. The integration of critical thinking in education to reduce extremism and 
man-made disasters 
6. Quality Assessment of online learning in higher education 
 
Saouma BouJaoude 
1. The Portrayal of Nature of Science in Lebanese Middle School Science 
Textbooks 
2. Science Education in Complex Multilingual Contexts: the Case of Lebanon 
 
Tamer Amin 
1. òForms of Ontological Knowledge in Novices and Science Experts.ó This 
project examines the changes in concept representation that takes place during 
the acquisition of scientific expertise.  
2. òConverging Perspectives on Conceptual Change: Mapping an Emerging 
Paradigm in the Learning Sciencesó (under contract with Routledge; co-edited 
with Olivia Levrini, University of Bologna).   The book includes 27 short 
chapters by international leaders in the field of conceptual change distributed 
over five sections dealing with key aspects of research in this multidisciplinary 
area. Each section ends with a theoretical synthesis.     
3. òTeaching Science in Arabic: Diglossia in Classroom Discourse.ó An 
investigation into the effects of language choice from among Arabic language 
varieties (Modern Standard Arabic and the Lebanese Dialect) on the patterns of 
discursive interaction between teachers and students in elementary science 
classrooms in Lebanon. 
 
Amal BouZeineddine 
1. BouJaoude, S. & BouZeineddine, A. (2014). Faculty membersõ and 
Department Chairsõ Perceptions about the Program Learning Assessment 
Process: The Case of the American University of Beirut. Currently being 
reviewed 
 
Karma El-Hassan 
1. Benchmarking study of universities in the MENA region. To map changes 
in learning and teaching in higher education institutions in the MENA region, 
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and to provide a comprehensive overview of the most important developments 
in the MENA higher education landscape, the Trends Survey was administered 
to 60 universities in MENA region summer 2015. 
2. Assessing Lebanese teachersõ assessment literacy. Study aims at assessing 
status of school teacher use and competencies in classroom assessment, their 
needs for further professional training, and subsequently identifying revisions 
needed in teacher preparation programs. 
 
Rabih El-Mouhayar 
1. El Mouhayar, R. An eight-page research report entitled òThe relationship 
between teacher lens and teacher noticing of studentsõ strategies and reasoning 
approaches in figural patternsó has been accepted for presentation at the 13th 
International Congress on Mathematical Education 2016 (ICME-13). The 
conference will take place at the University of Hamburg from July 24-31, 2016. 
2. Amin, T. & El Mouhayar, R. 1 year Grant ($20,000) from Dr. Scholl 
Foundation for a project entitled òTeaching Science and Mathematics in 
Multilingual Contexts: A Teacher Training Project in Lebanonó (PI: Professor 
Tamer Amin). The project has three goals: (1) to develop teacher-training 
materials that can be used to improve Lebanese science and mathematics 
teachersõ knowledge and skills that would help them address the challenges 
arising from teaching and learning in a foreign language; (2) to train a cohort of 
experienced teachers from a diverse array of schools who would then be able to 
train other teachers to meet these challenges; this training will be assessed and 
will serve as a pilot study for a more extensive research project that would 
evaluate its effectiveness; (3) to disseminate the materials widely to increase 
impact. 
 
Ghazi Ghaith 
1. Determinants of English as a Foreign Language Achievement Among Arab 
College-Bound Learners: A Descriptive/Analytic Investigation  in the Gulf 
Cooperation Countries 
 
Murad Jurdak  
1.  Social and political dimensions of mathematics education 
2.  Learning and teaching real world problem solving in school mathematics 
 
Rima Karami Akkary 
Grants: 
1. Karami-Akkary, R., and Boujaoude, S. (2015) (Co-Principal Investigators). 
The TAMAM Lebanon Hub, a five years ($600,000.00) research grant from the 
Lore Foundation to expand the TAMAM Project in Lebanon. 
2. Boujaoude, S. and  Karami-Akkary, R., (2015) (Co-Principal Investigators). 
From research to practice: making a difference in the classroom (Part III), a 
Three years ($600,000.00) research grant from the Arab Thought Foundation to 
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continue the TAMAM Project in Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, and Qatar. 
Current Projects: 
1. Boujaoude, S. and Karami-Akkary, R., Educational Reform as a Design-
Based Process: The Case of a Project implemented in Arab Countries. 
2. TAMAM Project Steering Team, TAMAM Resource Book. 
3. Karami-Akkary, R., El Saheli El Hajj, R., Katerji, R. and Sarieddine, D., 
Evaluating the TAMAM Impact: The Case of Al Assriyah School. 
 
Vivian Khamis  
1. Khamis, V. The Educational and Psychosocial Status of Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon and Jordan 
2. Khamis, V. The effect of psychosocial intervention on childrenõs 
psychological distress. 
 
Rola Khishfe 
1. Khishfe, R., Alshaya, F., BouJaoude, S., Mansour M., and Alrudiyan, K.  
(2015, April). Nature of science views and argumentation skills in the context of 
socioscientific issues. Paper was presented at the annual meeting of National 
Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST), Chicago, IL. 
 
Barend Vlaardingerbroek 
1.  First-year university student understanding of microscopy as a function of 
their high school microscopy experience (joint project with Australian 
colleagues). 
 
 
E.   OTHER STAFF ACTIVITIES  
 
Anies Al-Hroub 
Presentations: 
1. Psychometric versus dynamic assessment for the identification of twice 

exceptional learners. The 13th conference of International Centre for 
Innovation in Education (ICIE), Rijeka, Croatia, May 17-22, 2016. 

2. ADHD and overexcitabilities in gifted students: Misdiagnosis and dual 
diagnosis. The National Conference for Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Children with Learning Disabilities (LD) and Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorders (ADHD). March 18, 2015, American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon.  

Manuals/Training Guides and Professional Reports: 
1. Psychosocial Support Practical Guidance for Syrian Refugee Children and 

Youth. American University of Beirut.  
2. Manual on Child Rights and Education of Children with Special Educational 

Needs. UNICEF and Tala Establishment for Educational Materials.  With 
N. Bashour. 
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3. Four-Month Early Childhood Training Package for Libyan Teachers who 
transferred from Primary School Level to Pre-School/Kindergarten 
Education. UNICEF and Tala Establishment for Educational Materials.  
With N. Bashour. 

Conference Symposia/Panel: 
1. Mastering current challenges to the Education for Refugees: Building 

bridges for the future. The International Conference on the òMigration and 
Transnational Cooperation in Education, Research and Innovation: An 
Arab-German Dialogueó on 02-03 May 2016 in Berlin, Germany. 

Conference Presentations: 
1. Programing for Gifted Children with Learning Disabilities. The first 

conference on Learning Disabilities. Lebanese Center for Special Education 
(CLES). What is DYS story? Beirut, Lebanon, 10th October, 2015. 

2. The Lebanese Law 220 on the Rights of Disabled Persons (Law 220/2000): 
A Critical Review. The first conference for the Syndicate of Special 
Education Teachers in Lebanon on the ethics of the profession of special 
education, Lebanese American University, Beirut, Lebanon, Oct 3, 2015. 

3. Discovering the Cultural Conception of Giftedness in Lebanon. The 21st 
World Conference for Gifted and Talented Children in Odense, Denmark in 
August 2015.  With S. El-Khoury. 

4. The Five Types of Twice Exceptional Learners. The 12th International 
Conference on Innovation in Education (Krakow ð Poland: July 1-4, 2015). 

Workshops and Seminars: 
1. Teacher education and education research for Syrian refugees. The 
International Conference on the òMigration and Transnational Cooperation in 
Education, Research and Innovation: An Arab-German Dialogueó on 02-03 
May 2016 in Berlin, Germany. 
2. Developmental theories and various aspects of child Development, 
UNICEF, Tunisia.  March 2016. 
3. Assessment and evaluation of childõs learning and development/subjective 
tools, UNICEF, Tunisia. March 2016. 
4. Assessing and Teaching children with Special Educational Needs, UNICEF, 
Tunisia. March 2016. 
5. Cognitive and Language Development in Early Childhood (Ages 3 ð 12), 
Department of Education, American University of Beirut.  February 20, 2016. 
6. Psychosocial Activities for Syrian Refugee Children and Youth: Dealing with 
Aggressive Behavior, Sexual Harassment and Memories. Kayani, Lebanon. 
October 31, 2015. 
7. Psychosocial Activities for Syrian Refugee Children and Youth: Dealing with 
Discriminating and Stress, and Managing Emotions. Kayani, Lebanon.  
October 24, 2016. 
8. Al-Hroub, A. (Oct 17, 2015). Psychosocial Activities for Syrian Refugee 
Children and Youth: Child Rights, Child Development and Psychosocial Needs 
and Death and Grieving. Kayani, Lebanon.  
Consultancies: 
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1. Psychosocial Support Consultant, AUB-Center for Civic Engagement (Oct 
2015-April 2016) 
2. Program Support Consultant, Asfari Foundation (29 Feb to 25 March 2016) 
3. UNICEF and REP consultant.  
Faculty/Department and University Committees: 
1. Chair of the National Conference for Diagnosis and Treatment of Children 
with Learning Disabilities (LD) and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders 
(ADHD). March 18, 2015, American University of Beirut, Lebanon.  
2. Coordinator/academic advisor, the Departmentõs special education 
program.  
3. Advisor, Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs - 
The Education Program, 2015-16.  

4. Member, the UPP Advisory Committee, 2015-16. 

5. Member, IRC committee of the Department of Economics, 2015-16. 
6. Member (ex-officio) of the Departmental Ad Hoc Ph.D. Committee.  
7. Member (ex-officio) of the Departmental Ad Hoc Program Promotion 
Committee. 
8. Member (ex-officio) of the Practice Teaching Committee. 
9. Member (ex-officio) of Curriculum and Examination Committee. 
 
Tamer Amin 
1. Awarded European Institutes for Advanced Study (EURIAS) Senior 

Fellowship, 2016-17, HWK Institute for Advanced Study, Delmenhorst, 
Germany. 

2. Discussant. Invited Symposium entitled òIs the Conceptual Change 
Theoretical Framework Still a Useful Paradigm?ó 16th Conference of the 
European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI), 
Limassol, Cyprus, August 25-29, 2015.  

3. With S. Saloum and S. BouJaoude. òInsights and Challenges in Multilingual 
Science Education in the in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
Region.ó  Organized symposium with this title at the conference of the 
National Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST), 
Baltimore, MD, April 14-17, 2016.   

4. Teaching Science in Arabic the Elementary Classroom: Diglossia and 
Discourse Patterns. Paper presented at the conference of the National 
Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST), Baltimore, MD, 
USA, April 14-17, 2016.   

5. Director, Science and Mathematics Education Center, Spring 2015-16. 
6. Associate Chair, Department of Education, Spring 2015-16. 
7. Chaired the MA review committee of the Department of Education; main 

activity: preparing proposal for a new professional Masters in education. 
8. Chair, Curriculum and Examination Committee, Dept. of Education, Spring 

2015-16. 
9. Chair, 18th Science and Mathematics Educators Conference. 
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10. Co-organized with Education Students Society the 22nd Annual Science, 
Mathematics and Technology Fair. 

11. Co-organized with Malek Tabbal (FAS Deanõs office) and Jihad Touma 
(Department of Physics) public event entitled òRipples in the Fabric of 
Space-Time: Unpacking the LIGO Detection of Gravitational Waves;ó 
second event in the Science and Mathematics Goes Public series. 

12. Computational Neuroscience Winter School, January 18-22, 2016. 
Organizing committee member.  

13. Development of Teacher Training Materials in Content and Language 
Integrated Learning (CLIL) (Served as consultant to British Council and 
supervised team from Center for Educational Research and Development, 
Lebanon). 

14. Began preparation for the òTeaching Science and Mathematics in 
Multilingual Contexts: Summer Institute for Teachersó which is to take 
place September 1-6, 2016; PI (with Rabih El-Mouhayar) on grant from the 
Dr. Scholl Foundation ($20,000) which is funding this project. 

15. Served on the AUBotanic Committee; main activity was to prepare for 
the launching of the AUB campus as a botanic garden; participated in panel 
within the launching event which took place on May 4th, 2016.  

16. Co-chair of the 1st Interregional Research Conference on Science and 
Mathematics Education, to be held November 25-27, 2016 at AUB.  

 
Hoda Baytiyeh 
1. Earthquake Preparedness Initiative (EPI) coordinator. 
2. Member of the Quality Assurance team of the online ProGreen Diploma. 
3. Member of the department MA review. 
4. Member of the department curriculum committee. 
5. Education Students Society Advisor. 
 
Saouma BouJaoude 
Conference Presentations: 
1. History of evolutionary science and its education in the Arab world. Paper 
presented at the Biennial Conference of the European Science Education 
Research Association, Helsinki, Finland, August 31-September 4, 2015. 
2. With E. Osman. Learning progressions to enhance studentsõ understanding 
of genetics. Paper presented at the Biennial Conference of the European 
Science Education Research Association, Helsinki, Finland, August 31-
September 4, 2015. 
3. With H. Hamdan and E. Osman.  Identifying misconceptions and 
difficulties to design a learning progression in genetics. Paper presented at the 
Biennial Conference of the European Science Education Research Association, 
Helsinki, Finland, August 31-September 4, 2015. 
4. Educational implications of cross-cultural studies on the relationships 
between conceptions of the theory of evolution and religious affiliation. Paper 



 

 

181 

 

presented at the workshop on Science Teaching in Contemporary Islamic 
Societies, October 22-24, 2015, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. 
5. Scientific Practices: Implications for the science classroom. Workshop 
conducted by Z. Dagher, S. Erduran, E. Kaya and S. BouJaoude at the 
American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, October 30-31, 2015. 
6. Is multicultural education possible in Lebanon? Presentation at the seminar 
entitled ôcroisement interculturel en communication, ®ducation, Economie et 
Artõ at the Antonin University, Baadba, Lebanon, December 8, 2015. 
7. K-12 STEM Education: History, significance, and effective teaching 
approaches. Presentation at a conference on 21st century skills through STEM 
Education organized by the Beirut Al Makassed Philanthropic Organization, 
Beirut, March 17, 2016. 
8. What Kind of Citizen do we Hope our Students can be? Presentation at the 
seminar on rethinking education for citizenship. Haigazian University, Beirut, 
March 17, 2016. 
9. With F. Hage.  Using the Complexity Paradigm to Help Students Construct 
Meaningful Links among Biology Concepts. Paper presented at the annual 
conference of the National Association for Research in Science Teaching, 
Baltimore, USA, April 14-18, 2016. 
10. With F. El Chama.  The Pedagogical Content Knowledge of Pollution Held 
by Secondary Chemistry Teachers in Country. Paper presented at the annual 
conference of the National Association for Research in Science Teaching, 
Baltimore, USA, April 14-18, 2016. 
11. With Z. Dagher.  The Portrayal of Nature of Science in Lebanese Middle 
School Science Textbooks. Paper presented at the annual conference of the 
National Association for Research in Science Teaching, Baltimore, USA, April 
14-18, 2016. 
12.  With S. Salloum.  Science Education in Complex Multilingual Contexts: 
Challenges and Insights from the Mediterranean and MENA (Middle East and 
North Africa) Regions. Paper presented at the annual conference of the 
National Association for Research in Science Teaching, Baltimore, USA, April 
14-18, 2016. 
13. With others. Symposium on Promoting Cross-Culture Science Education 
Research organized at the annual conference of the National Association for 
Research in Science Teaching, Baltimore, USA, April 14-18, 2016. 
Service to the Department: 
1. Member of the Departmental Ad Hoc Ph.D. Committee. 
2. Member of the Departmental Ad Hoc Program Promotion Committee. 
3. Member of three Departmental Faculty Promotion Committees. 
4. Member of the Practice Teaching Committee. 
Service to the Faculty: 
Member of the FAS Graduate Committee 
Service to the University: 
1. Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning. 
2. Chair of the Board of Graduate Studies. 
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3. AUB Teaching Excellence Award Committee (Co-Chair). 
4. Consultant on REP projects 
Service to the profession: 
1. Associate editor of the Journal for Research in Science Teaching 
2. Board member of the International Society of Educational Research (ISER), 
Turkey. 
3. Consulting Editor for International Review of Education, edited by the 
UNESCO Institute for Education, Hamburg, Germany. 
4. International editorial board member of the International Journal for 
Research in Education (IJRE). 
5. Member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the McGill Journal of 
Education (MJE). 
6. Member of the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Science and 
Math Education. 
7. Member of the editorial board of the International Journal of Biology 
Education (IJOBED). 
8. Member of the editorial board of the Journal of Science Teacher Education 
9. Member of the World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) Independent Expert 
Committee (IEC) in Social Sciences 
Service the Community: 
1. Member of the Board of Trustees of Al Ahliah School, Beirut, Lebanon 
2. Member of the Diocesan Education Governing Board, Archdiocese of 
Antelias  
3.  Member of the Board of Governors, Brummana High School, 
Brummana, Lebanon. 
Research and Development Grants: 
1. With R. Karami, R. From research to practice: making a difference in the 
classroom (Part II), a four year ($600,000) research grant in Lebanon, Jordan, 
and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, and Qatar. 
2. With R. Karami. Toward an Educational Reform Movement in the Arab 
World: TAMAMõs Lebanon Hub. Grant of $600,000.00 from the LORE 
Foundation. 
 
Karma El-Hassan 
1. Appointed fall 2015 by Minister of Education and Higher Education on 
World Bank/DFID Research 4 Results Task Team as representative of 
Lebanese private universities. 
2. Representing AUB on LIBNOR Technical Committee for development of 
education quality. 
3. Serving on the National Task Force for Governance in Higher Education. 
Worked on several Research and External Programs (REP) projects at AUB: 
1. Quality Assurance Consultant on Ahfad University for Women Project, 

Sudan, 2015. 
2. Quality Assurance Consultant for Rafik Hariri University (RHU), Lebanon. 

Help establish quality unit, assist in assessment and accreditation, 2014-15. 
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3. Reviewed manuscripts for Journal of Applied Research in Higher Education 
and Child Indicators Research Journal. 

4. November 2015, presented on ôHarmonization of Studentsõ Assessmentõ in 
Hariri Foundation Conference on ôTransition from School to Universityõ. 
5. Taught following courses: Education 217, 318, and 319. 
6. Supervisor of two Masters Theses and three PhD. Theses. 
7. November 2015, participated in UNESCO Expert Meeting on Higher 
Education to finalize UNESCO higher education strategy in Middle East.  
8. April 2016 participated in AERA/NCME Annual Meetings, Washington 
DC. 
Served on the following AUB committees: 

1. BA Education Restructuring Committee (Department). 
2. Program Learning Outcomes Committee (Department). 
3. FAS Research Committee (Faculty). 
4. Institutional Assessment Committee (AUB). 
5. University Committee on English Language (UCEL, AUB). 

 
Rabih El-Mouhayar 
Research Activities: 
1. Reviewed 3 Research Reports for the 40th PME Annual Conference 
(Conference of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education) 
2. Reviewed 2 research proposals submitted for possible presentation during 
the Sixth International Conference on Effective Teaching and Learning in 
Higher Education organized by the Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) 
3. Reviewed a research report for the conference òInternational Congress on 
Mathematical Educationó (ICME 13). 
 Committees and other activities: 
1. Acting Director of Science and Math Education Center (SMEC) (Fall 2015-
2016). 
2. Co-Chair of the 18th Annual Science and Math Teachersõ Conference 
(SMEC 18). The main theme that is being highlighted in SMEC 18 conference 
is òDeveloping Teachersõ Practices to Improve Studentsõ Thinking.ó 
3. Chair of the Practice Teaching Committee in the Department of Education 
4. Member of the FAS Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
5. Member of the Library Committee. 
6. Member of the General Education Board (GE). 
7. Member of Curriculum and Examination Committee in the Department of 
Education. 
8. Member of the ad hoc BA Restructuring Committee, Dept. of Education. 
9. Advisor for TD elementary education Math/Science. 
Workshops and Materials Development: 
1. Conducted a two-hour workshop entitled òUsing Studentsõ Written Artifacts 
and Teacher-Student Conversations to Develop Teachersõ Noticing of 
Studentsõ Mathematical Reasoningó during SMEC 18. 
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2. Conducted a 3-hour workshop entitled òReflecting and discussing issues 
related to involving students in mathematical tasks of high levels of cognitive 
demandsó in the workshop series organized by the Dept. of Education at AUB. 
3. Participated in a Syrian Refugee Education Project ð Phase II: The project 
aims to train Syrian teachers at the elementary school level to use the Lebanese 
curriculum in teaching Syrian students. Phase II involves three days of training. 
The scope of work includes the development of training materials for three 
days with a focus on cooperative learning, questioning techniques and 
assessment. Specifically, the work includes: (1) Preparing training modules for 
mathematics Syrian teachers at the elementary school cycle and (2) Conducting 
3-days workshop. 
4. Conducted a half-day workshop for secondary school level mathematics 
trainers (D-RASATI 2 project) in order to: (1) discuss and provide feedback on 
lesson plans that were designed by the trainers. The lesson plans addressed the 
integration of technology in teaching mathematics at the secondary school level; 
(2) reflect on success stories and obstacles concerning their participation in an 
online platform (Moodle) and provide recommendations for future online 
coaching.   
5. 2 days field observation (Syrian Refugee Education Project). The scope of 
work included: (1) Conducting observation visits (9 sessions) in two schools for 
Syrian children for follow-up on training elementary school mathematics 
teachers and (2)Writing a report on the results of observations and the quality 
of lesson plans prepared by the teachers. 
6. Conducted a two-day workshop (Syrian Refugee Education Project) for 
mathematics teachers with a focus on student-centered learning and lesson 
planning, learning outcomes and assessment at the elementary school level. 
7. Participated in a Syrian Refugee Project ð Phase I: The project aims to train 
Syrian teachers at the elementary school level to use the Lebanese curriculum in 
teaching Syrian students. The scope of work included preparing training 
modules for mathematics teachers for two days of training with a focus on 
student-centered learning and lesson planning, learning outcomes and 
assessment. 
8. Conducted a one-day workshop and online coaching on an online platform 
(Moodle) for the secondary grade level trainers in mathematics (D-RASATI 2 
project). The workshop and coaching addressed: (1) sharing content and 
technology links that may be used in teaching mathematics at the secondary 
school cycle; (2) engaging in discussion forums about integration of technology 
in teaching mathematics at the secondary school cycle. 
9. Conducted a three-hour development workshop at the Armenian schools as 
part of a Professional development day. The purpose of the workshop was to 
explore the influence of teaching through problem solving on the development 
of studentsõ reasoning in mathematics. 
10. Conducted a one-day workshop entitled òlessons learnedó with the D-
RASATI II project. The aim of the workshop was to engage the trainees in a 
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reflective discussion about the successes and challenges faced throughout the 
implementation of their ICT trainings. (4 days of consultation) 
 
Amal Bouzeinddine 
Research-Based Reports: 
1. Evaluating the Training Process and Implementation of the New Arabic 
Curriculum in the State of Kuwait, KFAS 
2. Princess Noura Bint AbdulRehman University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Complete Training Manual for Designing a Training Program: Needs Analysis, 
Design and Evaluation. 
3. Ahfad University for Women, Sudan, Course Syllabus Design Based on 
Learning Outcomes. 
4. Princess Noura Bint Abdul Rehman University, Kingdom of Saudi, Training 
of Trainers Complete Program ð Academic coordinator. 
5. Keyani & Community Service Initiatives. Complete Training Manual for 
Student Centered Classes. 
6. Keyani & Community Service Initiatives. Complete Training Manual for 
Articulating and Assessing Learning Outcomes. 
7. Keyani & Community Service Initiatives. Complete Training Manual for 
Cooperative Learning in the Arabic Classes. 
8. Keyani & Community Service Initiatives. Complete Training Manual for 
Formative Assessment. 
9. Keyani & Community Service Initiatives. Complete Training Manual for 
High Order Thinking Questioning Techniques. 
10. Keyani & Community Service Initiatives. Complete Training Manual for 
Effective Classroom Management Techniques. 
11. Princess Noura Bint AbdulRehman University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Complete Manual for Developing a Peer Observation System at PNU. 
12. With BouJaoude . Diploma in Teaching in Higher Education. AUB. 
13. With BouJaoude.  Proposal for Academic Integrity in Higher Education (in 
progress). AUB. 
14. With BouJaoude and Karami.  Proposal for Leadership Program (in 
Progress). AUB. 
Administrative Activities: 
1. Associate Director of Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) performing 
the responsibilities for the Center. 
2. Graduate/Doctoral Committees 

On Committees of Doctoral Candidates: 

1. Jinan Muwaffaq, Attar, Evaluating Learning Arabic in Grades 11 and 12 in 
Lebanon.  Faculty of Education Lebanese University. 

2. Rita Nasrallah, An Evaluation of Teaching Perspectives, Practices, and 
Assessment Techniques vis-à-vis the Learning Outcomes: A Multiple Case 
Study at Four Universities in Lebanon. 

3. Faculty of Education, St. Joseph University. 

On Committees of Masterõs Candidates: 
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1. Siwar Hashwe, Exploration of the Design Process and Content of Grade 
One Arabic Lebanese Curriculum 
2. Hadeel Dbaibo, Investigation of the English Language Grade 4 Lebanese 
Curriculum: The Written and the Taught in Public Schools 
Departmental Committees  
1. Chaired the Restructuring BA program,  
2. Chaired Comprehensive Exams Committee/Elementary Comprehensive 
Exams Committee/ Elementary Education,  
3. Member of Comprehensive Exams Committee/ TEFL, Department  
4. Member of Promotion ad hoc Committee   
5. Member of Education Curriculum and Examinations Committee  
6. Member of Practice Teaching Committee 
Presented in 
1. AUB/CTL Sixth International Conference on Effective Teaching and 
Learning in Higher Education: Assessment by Case Studies 
2. Balamand University, Rubrics in Assessing Learning Outcomes at the 
Program and Course Levels  
3. Rafic Hariri University, Learning Outcomes and Assessment 
4. American University of Cairo TEMPUS Grant: Teacher education 
programs: action research, professional development and practicum at AUB 

Courses Taught 

1. Educ 335 (Curricula and Methodologies in Elementary Education-Language 
Arts)  

2. Educ 245 (Teaching English as a Foreign Language in the Elementary 
School) 

3. Educ 218 (Childrenõs Literature) 

4. Educ 267(Practicum in Elementary Education) 

5. 268 (Practicum in Elementary Education) 

Academic Advisor: 

1. Elementary Education /BA 

2. Elementary Education /TD 

3. MA Program, Language Arts 

Reviewer of Papers for the International Conference on Effective Teaching and    
Learning in Higher Education CTL/AUB and CTL SoTL Grants 

Co-organizer of the International Conference on Effective Teaching and 
Learning in Higher Education CTL/AUB  

Conference Attended AAC and U Conference Washington D.C., USA 

Coordinated: 
1. Education Pledge Ceremony 
2. Educatorsõ Award, 
3. Reading Day 
Community Service: 

1. Reading Day, Education Students Society, AUB 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/conferences/etlhe/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.aub.edu.lb/conferences/etlhe/Pages/index.aspx
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2. ROTA Project for Syrian Refugees, Education Department, American 
University of Beirut 

3. Kids-Alive International: Dar Al Awlad Reading Day  

4. Individual consultations on Learning outcomes, Course Syllabus Design, 
Developing Rubrics, and Compiling a teaching Portfolio  

   
Ghazi Ghaith 
1. Wrote up a preliminary draft of the outcomes of Phase 1 of the research 
related to the theoretical framework, literature review and methodology. The 
outcomes will be presented in an international conference during May 22-26, 
2016. 
2. Prepared a manuscript for submission to a refereed journal. 
3. Supervised the thesis work of graduate students in TEFL. 
4. Contributed to review of the BA and MA programs in the Dept of 
Education. 
 
Murad Jurdak 
1. Student advisor, Teaching Diploma in Mathematics Education. 
2. Student advisor, MA in mathematics education. 
3. Member of the Department of Education Practice Teaching Committee . 
4. Co-chair of the Topic Study Group on Social and Political   Dimensions of 
Mathematics Education (TSG 34 of the 13th International Congress on 
Mathematics Education [ICME 13]). 
5. Member of the BOT of Marjõayoun National College. 
6. Served as committee member on one MA theses. 
7. Supervised the dissertations of two PhD students in mathematics education 
who were the first doctorate students in mathematics education to graduate 
from the Lebanese University.  
8. Advisor for two new PhD mathematics education students at the Lebanese 
University. 
9.  Participated and presented a paper at the 13th International Conference on 
Mathematics Education in a Conne. 
 
Rima Karami 
Service to the department and university:  
1. Associate Chair, Department of Education, Fall 2015 
2. Chair, Curriculum and Examination Committee, Department of Education,  
Fall 2015 
3. FAS representative, Senate Committee, American University of Beirut. Fall 
2015  
4. EAPS program advisor  
5. Thesis advisor for 10 MA thesis and 4 PHD dissertation 
Workshops and Conferences: 
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1. Moderator and Session Leader. Educational Innovation through Seamless 
Transition from School to University. The Rafik Hariri Foundation Conference 
(November, 2015). 
2. Karami-Akkary, R. Building the capacity of teachers to lead school 
improvement: lessons learned from the TAMAM project. Teacher Education in 
Lebanon and South Africa: Current approaches and Challenges. Lebanese 
American University (October, 2015) 
3. Developing a Teaching Portfolio. CTL Workshops, with Saouma Boujaoude 
& Issam Srour, (December, 2015) 
4. Professionalizing Teaching: From Following to Leading. Teacher Skills 
Forum- Queen Rania Teacher Academy. Dead Sea, Jordan. (December 2015).  
5. Transforming Teachersõ Performance through Developing Leadership 
Capacity. Dead Sea, Jordan. (December 2015). 
6. Mentoring and Leading Sustainable School Improvement. Training for 
members of school improvement leadership teams, school principals and 
division directors in the Educational institutions at the Mabarrat Charitable 
Association. Beirut, Lebanon. ( 2 workshops conducted in November 2015). 
7. Conducted 9 TAMAM project workshops in Lebanon, Jordan, Sultanate of 
Oman and Saudi Arabia.  
Professional Consulting: 
1. Consultant, Ministry of Education and Higher Education, Beirut, Lebanon. 
a. Education Development Project II (EDP II) ð P118187 : School-based 
Development through enhanced Education Leadership.  
2. Consultant, D-RASATI 2 project(2014-2015), REP, American University of 
Beirut. Component 6: Technology and Leadership.  Provide consultancy 
services to develop an ICT action plan for recruiting/preparing digital-age 
leaders at the national, regional, and school levels.  
3. Consultant, Al Mabarrat Philanthropic Institution. Provide training and 
consultation to build capacity for a central school improvement committee on 
change of strategic planning and coordinating school  
Awards: 
1. Teaching Excellence Award, American University of Beirut, May 2015. 
2. A student MA thesis under my supervision [Suha Harb] received the Fouad 
Haddad award for best Masterõs thesis in Education, AUB, 2015. 
3. A student PhD dissertation under my supervision [Sr. Dalal Rizkallah] 
received High Distinction at Lebanese University in Fall 2015. 
 
Vivian Khamis 
Within the Department of Education: 
1. Chair of the PhD Program Committee.  
2. Chair of the Program Learning Outcomes Committee. 
3. Academic Advisor of the MA Program in Educational Psychology. 
4. Member of the Practice Teaching Committee. 
Within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences: 
5. Member of the Advisory Committee 
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Within the University: 
6. Member of the University-wide Task Force for Students with Special Needs. 
7. Member of the search committee of Director, Asfari Institute for Civil 
Society and Citizenship. 
   
Rola Khishfe 
1. Program Committee Organizer, SMEC. 
2. Coordinator, Education Forum. 
3. Member, Academic Development Committee. 
4. Member, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. 
5. Member, General Education Board. 
6. Member, JRST Award Selection Committee, National Association for 
Research in Science Teaching. 
7. Member, Membership and Elections Committee, National Association for 
Research in Science Teaching. 
8. Khishfe, R. (2015, May). Argumentation in the science classroom. Invited 
workshop given to teachers under the patronage of the Armenian Prelacy in 
Lebanon. Yeghishe Manoukian College, Debayeh, Lebanon. 
 
Barend Vlaardingerbroek 
1.  Preparation of policy statement on vocational education in Lebanon  for 
Issam Fares Institute. 
2.  Panel discussion with the Director-General of Vocational Education at 
Issam Fares Institute. 
 
 
 
F.   PUBLICATIONS : 
 
Anies Al-Hroub  
With Berri, H. ADHD in Lebanese schools: Diagnosis, assessment, and treatment. 

Springer International Publishing, 2016. 
òTracking dropout students in Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon.ó 

Educational Research Quarterly, 38, 52-79. 
òThe development of educational inspection system in Libya. UNICEF and the 

Lebanese Association for Educational Studies (LAES), Beirut, Lebanon, 
2015.  

With N. Bashour (2015). Review Report on the Current Practices of Pre-Service and In-
Service Teacher Training Programs in Libya. UNICEF and Tala Establishment 
for Educational Materials, 2015. 

With N. Bashour.  National Rollout Plan for KG Provision in Libya. UNICEF and 
Tala Establishment for Educational Materials, 2015. 
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Tamer Amin 
òCoordinating metaphor in science, learning and instruction: The case of 

energy.ó In A. Beger and T. H. Smith, eds., Making Science Accessible: Metaphor 
guiding the conduct of science, science education, and popularization. Amsterdam: John 
Benjamins, forthcoming. 

òThe Complexity of Scientific Concepts: The Good and the Bad News for 
Educators.ó In F. Corni F. and T. Altiero, eds., Innovazione nella didattica delle 
scienze nella scuola primaria e dellõinfanzia: al crocevia fra discipline scientifiche e 
umanistiche. Vol. III. Atti del convegno 2014 ð Articoli selezionati. Mantova 
(Italia): Universitas Studiorum S.r.l. (Ed.), 2015. 

 
Hoda Baytiyeh 
With M. K. Naja. òThe Effects of fatalism and Denial on Earthquakes 
Preparedness levels.ó Disaster Prevention and Management, 25:2 (2016): 154-167. 

With M. K. Naja. òAre colleges in Lebanon preparing students for future 
earthquake disasters?ó International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 14(2015): 
519-526. 

òDeveloping effective earthquake reduction strategies: The potential role of 
academic institutions in Lebanon, Prospects: Quarterly Review of Comparative 
Education, 45(2015), 245-258. 

With M. K. Naja.  Stopping the tragedy before it occurs: Protecting Lebanese 
public schools from upcoming earthquake disasters, International Journal of 
Disaster Resilience in the Built Environment, 6(2015), 182-192. 

 
Saouma BouJaoude 
Journal Articles and chapters in books: 
1. Dagher, Z. & BouJaoude, S. (2015). NOS cultural perspectives. In R. 
Gunstone (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Science Education Springer Reference (708-
712). New York, NY: Springer. Retrieved from 
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-94-007-2150-0). 
2. van Griethuijsen, R., van Eijck, M.  Haste, H., den Brok, P., Skinner, N., 
Gencer, A, & BouJaoude, S. (2015). Global patterns in studentsõ views of 
science and interest in science. Research in Science Education, 45, 581-603. 
DOI 10.1007/s11165-014-9438-6. 
3. BouJaoude, S. & Khan, K. (2016). Science teaching in Yemen. In B. 
Vlaardingerbroek & N. Taylor (Eds.), Issues in upper secondary science teacher 
quality ð comparative perspectives. New York, Pelgrave. 
4. Shehab, S., & BouJaoude, S. (2016). Analysis of the Chemical 
Representations in Secondary Lebanese Chemistry Textbooks. International 
Journal of Science and Mathematics Education. DOI 10.1007/s10763-016-
9720-3 
Conference Proceedings: 
1. Osman, E & BouJaoude, S. (2016). Learning progressions to enhance 
studentsõ understanding of genetics. In J. Lavonen, K. Juuti, J. Lampiselkä, A. 
Uitto & K. Hahl (Eds.), Electronic Proceedings of the ESERA 2015 

http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-94-007-2150-0
http://link.springer.com.ezproxy.aub.edu.lb/journal/11165/45/4/page/1
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Conference. Science education research: Engaging learners for a sustainable 
future, Part 1, Strand 1 (Odilla Finlayson & Roser Pinto, co-ed.), (pp. 3-10). 
Helsinki, Finland: University of Helsinki. ISBN 978-951-51-1541-6. 
2. Hamdan, H., Osman,E., & BouJaoude, S. (2016). Identifying 
misconceptions and difficulties to design a learning progression in genetics. In 
J. Lavonen, K. Juuti, J. Lampiselkä, A. Uitto & K. Hahl (Eds.), Electronic 
Proceedings of the ESERA 2015 Conference. Science education research: 
Engaging learners for a sustainable future, Part 1, Strand 1 (Odilla Finlayson & 
Roser Pinto, co-ed.), (pp. 86-94). Helsinki, Finland: University of Helsinki. 
ISBN 978-951-51-1541-6. 
 
 
 
Karma El-Hassan 
1. El Hassan, K. and Ghalayini, N. (2015). The impact of dysfunctional career 
thoughts, parental attachment bonds and career exploration on grade eleven 
studentsõ career decision making self-efficacy. Manuscript submitted for 
publication. 
2. El Hassan, K., and Haji Avedikian, N. (2015). The effect of short embedded 
formative assessments and feedback on student reading comprehension 
achievement of grade four students. Manuscript submitted for publication. 
3. El Hassan, K. and Adhami, N. (2015). Adaptation and validation of the 
Childrenõs Anger Response Checklist for grades 4, 5, and 6 Lebanese students. 
Child Indicators Research Journal. (DOI) 10.1007/s12187-015-9352-0.  
4. Evers, A., Muñiz, J., Bartram, D., Boben, D. Egeland, J., and El-Hassan, K.  
(2015). Testing practices and attitudes towards tests and testing: An 
international survey. International Journal of Testing. Accepted with revision, 
revisions submitted. 
 
Rabih El-Mouhayar 
1. El Mouhayar, R. & Jurdak, M. (2016). Variation of student numerical and 

figural reasoning approaches by pattern generalization type, strategy use 
and grade level. International Journal of Mathematical Education in Science and 
Technology, 47 (2), 197-215. DOI: 10.1080/0020739X.2015.1068391. 

2. El Mouhayar, R., & Jurdak, M. (2015). Teachersõ perspectives used to 
explain studentsõ responses in pattern generalization. In Beswick, K., Muir, 
T., & Wells, J. (Eds.). Proceedings of the 39th Conference of the International Group 
for the Psychology of Mathematics Education (PME 39). Vol. 2, pp. 265-272. 
Hobart, Australia: PME. 

 
Ghazi Ghaith 
1. Awada, G. and Ghaith, G. (2015). The Impact of WebQuest and Gender on 
Writing Achievement in Professional Business English. Taiwan ESP International 
Journal. 6 (2), 1-27. 
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Murad Jurdak 
1. Jurdak, M., Vithal, R., de Freitas, E., Gates, P., and Kollosche, K. (2016). 

Social and Political Dimensions of Mathematics Education, ICME-13 Topical Surveys, 
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-29655-5_1. New York: Springer. Address on line: 
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-29655-5 

2. Jurdak, M. (2016). Learning and teaching real world problem solving in school 
mathematics: A multiple-perspective framework for crossing the boundary. New York: 
Springer 

3. El Mouhayar, R. & Jurdak, M. Variation of student numerical and figural 
reasoning approaches by pattern generalization type, strategy use and grade 
level. International Journal of Mathematical Education in Science and Technology, 47 
(2016), 197-215. DOI: 10.1080/0020739X.2015.1068391. 

4. Valero, P., Graven M., Jurdak, M., Martin D., Meaney, T., and Penteado, M.  
(2015). Socioeconomic influence on mathematical achievement: what is 
visible and what is neglected. In Sung Je Cho, editor, the proceedings of the 
12th international congress on mathematical education, pp. 285-301. New 
York: Springer. DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-12688-3_19 

5. Jurdak, M. (2015). Border crossing between problem solving in school 
mathematics and real world through modelling and narrative. In Rogerson, 
A. (Editor),  Proceedings of the 13th International Conference Mathematics Education 
in a Connected World, pp. 183-188, Catania, Sicily, Italy. 

6. El Mouhayar, R., & Jurdak, M. (2015). Teachersõ perspectives used to 
explain studentsõ responses in pattern generalization. In Beswick, K., Muir, 
T., & Wells, J. (Eds.). Proceedings of the 39th Conference of the International Group 
for the Psychology of Mathematics Education (PME 39). Vol. 2, pp. 265-272. 
Hobart, Australia: PME. 

 
 
Rima Karami Akkary 
1. Chaar, N., Khamis, V. & Karami-Akkary, R. (2016).  òTeachersõ Concerns 
Towards Change in Lebanese Private Schools and its Relationship to Gender, 
Experience and Type of Change.ó Journal of Educational Change. DOI 
10.1007/s10833-015-9267-z 
2. Boujaoude, S., Karami-Akkary, R., Khoury, F. (in press) òThe Challenges of 
Sustainable Education in The Arab World: AUBõs Current and Future Role.ó 
Papers submitted for publication: 
1. Harb, S., & Karami-Akkary, R. (submitted). òA Comparative Study of 
Effective Leadership Conceptions in Lebanon: Principalsõ Versus Teachersõ.ó 
2. Harb, S., & Karami-Akkary, R. (submitted). òThe Case of Effective School 
Leadership in Lebanon: A Descriptive Study of Practitionersõ Conceptions.ó 
 
Vivian Khamis 
1. Khamis, V. (2016). òPsychological distress of parents in conflict areas: The 
mediating role of war atrocities, normative stressors and family resources.ó 
Journal of Mental Health. DOI:10.3109/09638237.2016.1139072 

http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-29655-5
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2. Chaar, N., Khamis, V., & Karami, R. (2016). òTeachersõ concerns towards 
change in Lebanese private schools and their relationship to gender, experience 
and type of change.ó Journal of Educational Change. DOI 10.1007/s10833-015-
9267-z 
3. El-Yahfoufi, N., & Khamis, V.  òThe impact of stressors on childrenõs 
mental health Religiosity and coping strategies as mediators.ó al-Dirasat al-
Nafsiyyah. 24 (2016): 121-142 (in Arabic). 
4. Khamis, V. (2016). òPredictors of Behavioral and Emotional Disorders in 
Siblings of Children with War-Related Disabilities,ó Proceedings of the IICE-2016. 
 
 
 
Rola Khishfe 
1. Khishfe, R. òA look into studentsõ retention of acquired nature of science 
understandings.ó International Journal of Science Education, 37(2015): 1639-1667. 
DOI: 10.1080/09500693.2015.1049241 
 
Barend Vlaardingerbroek 
1.  Vlaardingerbroek, B. & Taylor, N, (Eds.) (2016). Teacher Quality in Upper 
Secondary Science Education: International Perspectives. NY: Palgrave-Macmillan. 
 

 
G.    FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS  
 
Having completed a self-study report in 2014, we are still working on the 
process of implementing permanent changes aimed at: (1) upgrading the 
department of education to a òschooló; (2) restructuring the BA program to 
include new track on early childhood education/homeroom teaching; (3) 
developing MEd degree in Education (Professional MA); developing and 
introducing a PhD. Program; (4) revising the MA programs in light of the new 
PhD. Program; (5) continue the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
Department of Education (1915-2015); (6) organize inter-regional conference 
on math and science education and a conference on learning disabilities in 
November 2016; (7) write a chapter about the history of the Department of 
Education; (8) organize a forum for Graduate Education Students; (9) refurbish 
the classrooms and the Departmentõs administration area; and (10) secure fund 
to help graduate students attend regional and international conferences.  
 
               Anies Al-Hroub 
                Chairperson 

http://library.iated.org/publications/INTED2015
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APPENDIX A: SCIENCE AND M ATH EDUCATION 
CENTER  (SMEC) 

 
A.  SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES  
 
The following activities took place in SMEC between July 1, 2015 and 
June 30, 2016: 
 

1. SMEC Faculty Teaching and Service Activities: Please refer to the 
annual reports of the faculty members presented to the Department of 
Education. 

2. SMEC Faculty Research: Please refer to the annual reports of SMEC 
faculty members presented to the Department of Education. 

3. Workshops: Please refer to the annual reports of the SMEC faculty 
members presented to the Department of Education.  

4. Science and Mathematics Goes Public Series:  The second event in this 
series bringing cutting edge scientific research to a general audience in a 
non-technical language was organized on March 17th, 2016 in the Science 
Lecture Hall. The event was entitled òRipples in the Fabric of Space-Time: 
Unpacking the LIGO Detection of Gravitational Wavesó. Presenters 
included: Ali Chamseddine, Department of Physics, AUB; Abdel Hussein 
Mroue, University of Chicago; Jihad Touma, Department of Physics, AUB. 
The event was attended by 200-300 faculty and students from many faculties 
and departments, as well as visitors from outside AUB, including high 
school students and their teachers. 

5. 18th Annual SMEC Conference (SMEC 18): 

The Eighteenth Annual Science and Math Educatorsõ Conference 
(SMEC18) was organized by the Science and Math Education Center 
(SMEC on the campus of AUB on March 12, 2016.  The Conference 
program included two plenary sessions and more than 40 peer-reviewed 
presentations that included research reports, developmental workshops, and 
innovative ideas in addition to a textbook exhibit in which six publishers or 
distributors participated.  Over 400 teachers, coordinators, school 
administrators and university faculty attended the conference. 

6. 22nd Annual Science, Math, and Technology Fair:  

The Science and Math Education Center, in collaboration with the 
Education Students Society (ESS), organized the 22nd Annual Science, 
Math and Technology Fair on the weekend of April 2nd and 3rd, 2016. The 
fair provided K-12 students from 28 schools throughout Lebanon with the 
opportunity to share scientific, mathematical and technological projects with 
their peers from other schools. The Fair involved over 500 students from 
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Kindergarten to Grade 12 contributing projects. Science and Math 
education students, SMEC faculty as well as over 40 professors and 
advanced students from many science, technology and math oriented 
departments at AUB participated as judges. 

7. SMEC Library: The SMEC library continues to serve as a valuable 
resource and study center for both pre-service and in-service teachers and 
for BA and Teaching Diploma students in the department of education.  
The library is open daily M-F from 8 am - 5 pm and is always attended by 
SMEC staff members or a student librarian.   

8. SMEC Website: The SMEC Website 
(http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/smec/Pages/index.aspx) was updated with 
announcements regarding SMEC activities. The Website includes 
information about SMEC activities, conference proceedings, SMEC Faculty, 
SMEC Staff, and the SMEC Library.  

9. Preparation for upcoming events:  a) A grant of $20,000 was secured 
from the Scholl Foundation to implement a Summer Teacher Training 
Institute entitled òTeaching Science and Mathematics in Multilingual 
Contexts in Lebanonó; planning has been underway during Spring and 
Summer 2016 for the institute which will be held on September 1-3, 5 & 6. 
b) Planning has been underway for the 1st Interregional Research 
Conference in Science and Mathematics Education. The conference with 
the theme òInterfacing Arab and European Science and Mathematics 
Education Researchó will take place November 26-27, 2016. 

 
B. PERSONNEL  

ACADEMIC  
 
Amin, Tamer Associate, Professor Science Education 
BouJaoude, Saouma Professor Science Education 
El-Mouhayar, Rabih Assistant Professor Math Education 
Jurdak, Murad Professor Math Education 
Khishfe, Rola Associate Professor Science Education 
Vlaardingerbroek, Barend Associate Professor Curriculum and 

Instruction/Science 
Education 

Non-ACADEMIC  
 

El-Oud Haidar, Nahed SMEC Administrative Assistant 
Hilu, Hanna SMEC Assistant Technician 

 
 

Tamer Amin 
SMEC Director 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/smec/Pages/index.aspx
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH  
 
 
A. SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS    
 
The Department of English continues to offer BA degree programs in 
Language and Literature, and minors in three areas: Language, Literature, and 
Creative Writing. In cooperation with the Department of Arabic and Near 
Eastern Languages, it also offers a minor in Translation, and in cooperation 
with Fine Arts and Art History and the Civilization Studies Program, a Minor in 
Theater. In addition, this academic year, the Department of English started two 
new minors: a Minor in Gender Studies (revamping the former Minor in 
Gender Studies housed in FAS which was not doable due to old, inexistent 
courses) an, in collaboration with Media Studies, a Minor in Film and Visual 
Culture. 
 
At the graduate level, the Department offers MA degrees in Language and in 
Literature. The proposal of a new MA degree in Rhetoric and Composition was 
approved in FAS and is now pending approval in the University Board of 
Graduate Studies. The Department of English has broadened the scope of its 
courses, which include courses in literature (English, American, and 
comparative/world literature), language, rhetoric and composition, creative 
writing, translation, theater, film and visual culture, gender and womenõs 
studies, digital humanities, in addition to courses in academic writing offered by 
the Communication Skills Program (see Appendix A). The high enrollment in 
all categories shows a high demand for English courses, both for majors and 
for the university community at large. The Department qualifies as òthe point 
of entry and incubator for new forms of inquiry that reach out to other 
disciplines,ó as documented in the External Review (see A.2.) It has received 
additional majors, amounting to 89 undergraduate and graduate students in 
2015-16, some opting for dual degree or double major. 
 
The Department of English successfully underwent a Program Review with 
external reviewers Professors Mary Louise Pratt (NYU) and David Lightfoot 
(Georgetown) visiting the Department on Feb. 18-19. The departmental 
Program Review Committee (chaired by Kassim Shaaban; members: Ira Allen, 
Doyle Avant, David Currell, Amy Zenger) produced a detailed self-study in 
preparation and the departmental Chairperson set the reviewersõ schedule, 
including meetings with faculty members and students of the Departmentõs 
different programs.  The review was an extremely productive exercise for the 
Department, encouraging discussion and collaboration across programs. The 
reviewersõ òoverall impression of the Department was very positive,ó describing 
it as òa flagship department at AUB that stands at the very heart of its liberal 
arts mission. Without it, that mission does not existó (External Review). 
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The Department ran four searches: in Rhetoric and Composition (replacement 
of L. Arnold), Translation (new line), Language (new line), and Gender and 
Womenõs Studies (new line) with altogether 10 on campus visits (including job 
talks, class sessions, meetings with the Dean of FAS, Chairperson, faculty, and 
students). Three of the searches were successful with Dr. Erin Zimmerman in 
Rhetoric and Composition, Dr. Rana Issa in Translation, and Dr. Niamh Kelly 
in Language. Unfortunately the only shortlisted candidate in Gender and 
Womenõs Studies declined the offer, but the search added positively to the 
gender and womenõs studies initiative at AUB and the Department is re-running 
the search next year.  
The Department hosted Visiting Professor in Linguistics Anaïd Donabédian-
Demopoulos from INALCO (Institut National des Langues et Civilisations 
Orientales) and a number of affiliates, whose stay at AUB ranged from one to 
twelve months: Dr. Catherine Hansen (Comparative Literature, Princeton 
University); Dr. Veronique Traverso (CNRS, Paris); Yvonne Albers (CNMS, 
University of Marburg), Dr. Felix Lang (CNMS, University of Marburg).  
 
The Departmentõs internal standing committees (Assessment, Undergraduate, 
Graduate, and Communication Skills) made significant achievements. The 
Assessment Committee (chaired by John Pill) carried out the PLO reports and 
presented a three-year plan for ELIT and ELNG programs and explained how 
these reports are linked to the Departmentõs mission. The Undergraduate 
Committee (chaired by Doyle Avant) oversaw the catalogue revisions of the 
undergraduate programs in language and literature. The Graduate Committee 
(chaired by Adam Waterman) revised the comprehensive exam in literature, 
which now takes the form of a thesis proposal defense, in line with the 
language program. In addition, it oversaw the revisions of the graduate 
curriculum in literature, requiring students to take courses from three 
categories: literary history, comparative literature, and literary and cultural 
studies, which were approved by the Department as well as by the FAS 
Graduate Committee. These revisions are at the basis of a future PhD program 
in literature. 
 
The Department saw the revival of the English Student Society and the 
formation of three other clubs, not restricted to but coming out of the 
Department: The Africa Club, the Gender and Sexuality Club, and Cultural 
Studies Club. In addition the Department, together with the English Student 
Society, organized its first departmental graduation ceremony on May 20 in 
Bathish Auditorium, West Hall. 
 
The Departmentõs website continues to be updated and redesigned as well as its 
Twitter account @AUB_ENGL and Facebook page (new) for the purposes of 
communication with students and community building within and beyond 
AUB. 
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The Department organized numerous conferences, workshops, lectures, and 
other events: 
With Rusted Radishes, a reading and discussion with Karim Dimechkie author 
of òLifted by the Great Nothing,ó 18.9.2015. 

A Lecture by Dr. Felix Lang on 'óTales of Trauma and Capital: The second 
generation of Lebanese post-civil war novelists,ó 13.10.2015. 

With CAMES, a talk by Dr. Yasmine Khayyat, òWar Remains: Southern 
Counterpublics, Literature and Memory in Lebanon,ó 27.11.2015. 

With AMPL and in collaboration with the Ahliah School, a translation event by 
the students of English 233 and English 262A to celebrate the translation 

into English of Anis Makdisiõs poem ϝϠЊЮϜ ϸлв ϝжвϒ ô, 7.12.2015. 
With AMPL and CAMES, a poetry reading and conversation with May 
Muzaffar, òAbsence: The Manifestations of a Recollected Presence,ó 8.12. 
2015. 

A miniconference featuring the research-in-progress of students in English 
302J:  òRenaissance Tragedy,ó 8.12. 2015. 

With Media Studies, a talk by Professor Laura Marks òHanan al-Cinema: 
Affections for the Moving Image,ó 9.12.2015. 

Readings in Memory of Jean-Marie (née McKenna) Cook and Suheil R. 
Bushrui, former chairpersons of the Department of English, 10.12. 2015. 

Erin Zimmerman, òExploring Disciplinary Boundaries of Visual 
Communication: What Lies between Composition and Biology,ó 4.2.2016 
(job talk). 

Jesse Priest, òSustainable Public Intellectualism: Engagement and Student 
Scientist-Activists,ó 8.2.2016 (job talk). 

Dima Ayoub, òCartographies of Translation: Ahdaf Soueifõs The Map of Love 
between English and Arabic,ó11.02. 2016 (job talk). 

Rana Issa, òTranslation as a Tool for Synchronization since the Age of 
Globalization: The Case of the Arab Nahda,ó 16.2.2016 (job talk). 

Niamh Kelly, òPitch Accent, Focus & Lexical Stress: Experimental Evidence 
from Norwegian (and Welsh),ó 23.2.2016 (job talk). 

Kevin Schluter òSimilarity and the Organization of the Mental Lexicon,ó 
25.2.2016 (job talk). 

Soraya Batmanghelichi, òGender and Womenõs Studies: ôDevianceõ Wears 
Adidas: When Iranõs Goverment Morality Meets PLWH (People Living with 
HIV/AIDS),ó 11.03.2016 (job talk). 

With CAH, a talk by Harry Garuba, òTravelling into the World: African Writing 
and Modes of Entry into World Literature,ó 16.3.2016.  

Naazneen Diwan, òRewriting the Self: Muslim Women and Resilience in the 
Kalaashakti Expressive Arts and Mindfulness Workshops,ó 16.3.2016 (job 
talk). 

Deema Kaedbey, òConnecting Communities and Struggles: Queer Feminist 
Thought from Lebanon,ó 17.3.2016 (job talk). 

With CAH, a workshop with Arab Loutfi on òThe Egyptian Melodrama: 
Cinematic Consequences of the (so-called) Arab Spring.ó 20.4.2016. 
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With OIRA, a talk by Catherine Elder, òEnglish language assessment in higher 
education,ó 26.4.2016. 

With CAH, the Annual Lyric-Translation event, òLyricism and Language: The 
Prolific Translation Journey,ó an exhibition organized by the students of 
English 233, 27.4.2016. 

With CAH, a talk by Rebecca Dingo òRe-eValuating Global Girlsõ 
Empowerment: Toward a Transnational Feminist Literacyó and a workshop 
on òInterdisciplinarity in English Studies,ó 27.4.2016. 

With the FAS Gender and Womenõs Studies initiatives, a very special òreading 
daysó film series of òUrban Intimacies,ó 2-4.5.2016.  

With Fine Arts and Art History, a book exhibition and international 
conference, òBooks in Motion: Exploring Concepts of Mobility in Cross-
Cultural Studies of the Book,ó 5-7.5.2016. 

With CAH, a workshop on Italian Theory and Cinema with Lorenzo Chiesa 
(Genoa School of Humanities), òPasolini: From the Failed Revolution of 
1968 to Anthropological Genocide,ó 9.5.2016. 

With CAH, a screening of òThe Tarnished Angels,ó followed by a workshop on 
Cinema and Geo-Politics with Elizabeth R. Anker 10.5.2016. 

A workshop on publishing, òWriting between Disciplines,ó with Libby Anker, 
11.5.2016. 

 
 
B. PERSONNEL     

 
1. Faculty Members 
  
Allen, James Ira (Director 
of the Writing Center) 

                                                            
 
 
Assistant Professor 

 
 
 
PhD 

Avant, Doyle (Director of 
Undergraduate Studies) 

Assistant Professor MFA 

Choueiri, Lina  Associate Professor  PhD 
Currell, David Assistant Professor PhD 
Gonsalves, Joshua David Assistant Professor PhD 
Harb, Sirène  Associate Professor  PhD 
Hodapp, James Assistant Professor  PhD 
Hout, Syrine Professor  PhD 
Jarkas, Najla Lecturer PhD 
Khalaf, Roseanne Associate Professor  PhD 
Mehmood Ali, Tariq Assistant Professor PhD 
Mejcher-Atassi, Sonja 
(Chairperson) 

Associate Professor PhD 

Myers, Robert  Professor PhD 
Nassar, Christopher 
Suheil 

Associate Professor  PhD 
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Nish, Jennifer Marie 
(Director of 
Communication Skills 
Program) 

Assistant Professor  PhD 

Pill, John Assistant Professor  PhD 
Shaaban, Kassim 
(Director, CELRT) 

Professor  PhD 

Sunya, Samhita  Assistant Professor  PhD 
Vermy, Arthur Michael Assistant Professor  PhD 
Waterman, Adam 
(Director of Graduate 
Studies) 

Assistant Professor  PhD 

Wrisley, David Joseph Associate Professor  PhD 
Zenger, Amy Alice  Associate Professor  PhD 
Adra, Dania (PT Fall) Instructor MA  
Al Sayyed, Amany Instructor                                      MA 
Aridi, Farah (PT Fall, 
Spring)   
Awada, Ghada (PT Fall,    
Spring) 

Instructor 
 
Instructor                                      

MA 
 
MA 

Ayache, Milia (PT Fall, 
Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Baalbaki, Rula Instructor  MA 
Batlouni, Boushra (PT 
Fall, Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Bauer, Christopher Instructor  MA 
Bioghlou Karkanawi, Lina Instructor MA 
Chami, Yomna (PT Fall, 
Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Dabaja, Sarwat (PT Fall, 
Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Darwish, Inaam (PT Fall) Instructor MA  
El-Cheikh Ali, Sarah(PT 
Fall, Spring) 
Deeb, Rima  

Instructor MA 
 
MA 

El-Den, Najwa Mukadde Instructor                                                        MA 
Fakhreddine, Juheina Instructor  MA 
Farah,Jacqueline (PT Fall, 
Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Fleszar, Dorota (Eng. 100 
& 203 Coordinator) 

Instructor                                              MA 

Halabi Shalak, Maha (PT 
Fall, Spring) 

Instructor    MA 

Haidar, Rana Instructor  MA 
Harb, Mariebelle (PT Fall) Instructor MA  
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Hodeib, Heba (PT Fall, 
Spring) 

Instructor  MA 

Iskandarani, Rima (New 
Faculty Orientator) 

Instructor  M.A 

Jaber, Nagham Instructor  MA 
Jarrar Awar, Nada (PT 
Fall, Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Khoury, Malakeh 
(Assessment Coordinator) 

Instructor  MA   

Khoury-Shalhoub, Nina  Instructor  MA 
Kfouri, Yara (PT Fall, 
Spring)             
Kodeih, Rabab  

Instructor 
 
Instructor  

MA 
 
MA 

Kurani, Amin Instructor  MA 
Lincoln, Kathryn Instructor  MA 
Maktabi, Sawsan Instructor  MA 
Mehio, Marwa Instructor  MA 
Mikati, May  Instructor  MA 
Moghabghab, Emma 
(Coordinator of the 
Writing Center) 

Instructor  MA 

Najjar, Jasmina (Eng.204 
& 206 Coordinator) 
Rantisi, Rima  

Instructor  
Instructor  

MA 
MA 

Riman, Souha Instructor  MA 
Saghbini, Paul (PT Fall, 
Spring)  

Instructor MA 

Shedrawi, Shadi (PT Fall, 
Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Shayto, Haifa Shmaysani Instructor  MA 
Sinno, Zane  Instructor  PhD 
Shoueiry, Zinnia (PT 
Spring) 

Instructor MA 

Ward, Abir Instructor    MA   
             Youssef, Jennie (PT Fall,        Instructor                                 MA 
             Spring) 
 

2. Research Assistants    
 None  

3. Graduate Assistants   
 

            Fall Semester 
Abdallah, Sandy 
Abu Taha, Yasmin 

 Iliovits, Myriam 
Mouallem, Dima 

Al Khatib, Hisham       Nasser, Deema                                                                                   
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Breeding, Vanessa 
Chkair, Racha 
Danaoghlian, Gacia  
Ekzarkova, Marylin 
El Kayat, Rawan                                                          

 Rachid, Samia   
Rizkallah, Mirna  
Seifeddine, Ghada 
Taha, Farah 
Wehbe, Reem                                                                               

    El Mekkawi, Lara                     Zaraket, Fatima 

    Fakhreddine, Mohammad 
    Faraj, Ali 

  

    Farhat, Razan   

Farran, Ziad 
Francis, Krystel 

  

 
Spring Semester  

  

Abu Taha, Yasmin 
Al Khatib, Hisham     
Baalbaki, Sara 
Breeding, Vanessa 
Chahwan, Tanite 
Chkair, Racha 
Danaoghlian, Gacia  
Ekzarkova, Marylin 
El Kayat, Rawan 
El Mekkawi, Lara 
Fakhreddine, Mohammad  
Faraj, Ali 
Farhat, Razan 
  

 Farran, Ziad 
Francis, Krystel 
Iliovits, Myriam  
Jaramani, Susan 
Jubeily, Lara 
Kaissi, Iman  
Keshishian, Lara  
Mouallem, Dima 
Rachid, Samia 
Rizkallah, Mirna 
Seifeddine, Ghada 
Taha, Farah  
Wehbe, Reem 
 

 4.  Non-Academic Staff   
 
Haidar-Israoui, Yolla  Secretary 

Attieh -Jebara Leila                              Secretary 

Ramadan-El Roz Marwa                      Administrative Assistant 

Tomeh, Yusuf  IT Technician  

 
 
 
 

C. TEACHING   
 
1. Number of Graduating Majors   

 
BA Literature Majors Oct. 2015 1 

 Feb. 2016 4 

 Jun. 2016 11 
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B.A. Language Majors         Oct. 2015 0 

 Feb. 2016 0 

 Jun. 2016 3 

 
      

M.A     Oct. 2015 1 

     Feb. 2016 2 

     Jun. 2016 5  

 
2. Number of Majors (Language)   
  

Graduates  30 

Seniors  12 

Juniors   8 

Sophomores   5  

 
3. Number of Majors (Literature)   
     

Graduates   48 

Seniors  53 

Juniors  28 

Sophomores  15        
 

  
3. Student Enrollment in Courses  
  

Courses Summer ô15    Fall  Spring Total 
300 and above       1   103     93 197 
211-299       153   437     515 1105 
200-210       357  1976     1798        4131  
100-199        0  559     203          762  
Total                             511  3075     2609        6195  
 
 

    

  
4. Number of Credit Hours Offered 
 

Courses Summer ô15   Fall Spring Total 
300 and above        63   315   354 732 
211-299         36   105   105 246 
200-210         78   261  246            585 
100-199          0   66  27              93 
Total         177                  747 732            1656    
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D. RESEARCH 

 
Ira James Allen  
 

1. òGod Terms and Activity Systems: A Definition of Religion for Political 
Science,ó with Saul Allen, Political Research Quarterly (Forthcoming January 
2017). 

2. òThe Hegelian Spirit of Jamesian Truth: A New Old Realism,ó in Luca 
Taddio and Kevin William Molìn (eds.), New Perspectives on Realism. Milan: 
Mimesis International, pp. 33-60 (Forthcoming Summer 2016).  

3. òNotes Toward a Political Theory of the Body: Anita Chariõs A Political 
Economy of the Senses,ó with George Ciccariello-Maher and Thomas 
Biebricher, in Historical Materialism (Forthcoming Spring 2017). 

4. òFalling Apart Together: On Viewing Ali Atassiõs Our Terrible Country 
in Beirut,ó Screen Bodies (Forthcoming Summer 2016). 

5. Review of Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice, Ira 
Allen, in Rhetoric & Public Affairs (Forthcoming Summer 2016); in press. 

6. òThe Ethical Fantasy of Rhetorical Theoryó (book ms, 415 pp.), under 
review at The Pennsylvania State University Press and University of 
Pittsburgh Press, August 2015. 

7. òReligion, Writing, and Conversation: Voices from the Writing Center at 
the American University of Beirut,ó with Maya Sfeir and Fatima Zaraket; 
revise-and-resubmit for WLN: A Journal of Writing Center Scholarship, 
February 2016 (article ms, 14 pp.); under review. 

8. òSuffusion, Mobilization, and the American Establishment Clause: 
Lessons from Lebanese Confessionalism,ó with Saul Allen, for 
submission at Theory & Event (article ms, 22 pp.); in preparation; research 
completed. 

9. òComposition Is the Negotiation of Fantastical Selves,ó for submission 
to College English (article ms, 30 pp.); in preparation; research 
completed.  

10. òRhetorical Personhood and the Self-Transcending Constitution,ó for 
submission to Constellations (article ms, 33 pp.);  in preparation; research 
completed. 

11. òThe Mississippi Flood of 1927,ó multimodal translation of Walter 
Benjamin by Ira Allen, Anita Chari, and Robert Ryder, for submission to 
enculturation (text ms, 12 pp.; multimedia web installation, 20 minutes); 
in preparation; research completed.  

12. òOn Writing Centers as Religious Contact Zones,ó Maya Sfeir and Ira 
Allen, for submission to Pedagogy (article ms, 25 pp.); in preparation; 
research completed. 
òIn Praise of Shame,ó for submission to Rhetoric Society Quarterly 
(article ms, 15 pp.); in preparation; research completed. 
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13. òSimone de Beauvoir, Existentialist Freedom, and the Rhetorical 
Construction of Value,ó for submission to Hypatia (article ms, 21 pp.); in 
preparation; research completed. 

14. òThe Childrenõs Guest: A Multimodal Translation of Walter Benjamin,ó 
with Anita Chari, Robert Ryder, and Jan-Hein Hoogstad: (1) grant 
application for Gerda Henkel Foundation Fellowship; and (2) grant 
application for National Endowment for the Humanities Digital 
Humanities Implementation Grant (both grant applications in process); 
in preparation; research completed. 

 
Sonja Mejcher-Atassi   
 

1. òIn Search of Jabra Ibrahim Jabra: a life in literature and art between 
Palestine and Iraq,ó Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press (book in 
preparation). 

2. òRafa Nasiri: book art ð unfolding narratives of survival beyond East and 
West,ó Milan: Skira (book in preparation).  

3. òWannous Now.ó An expanded version of conference at AUB in April 
2015 about Saôdallah Wannous for Cambridge University Press. With 
Robert Myers.  In preparation for submission. 

4. òCracks in the Wall: Cultural Practices in Light of Radical Political 
Change in Syria,ó co-authored by Friederike Pannewick, submitted 
27.10.2015. 

  
Doyle Avant 
 

1. Wrote extensively on The Battle of Strangers: Meursault in Absentia ð a multi-
media theater piece incorporating The Battle of Algiers, The Stranger, and 
the O.A.S. period of the Algerian War of Independence.  A revised draft 
of the play is complete.  (120 pp/2 hr). 

2. Wrote 15 ½ 35 ð a short fiction-performance piece. 
 
David Currell 
 

1. òEpic Satire,ó book project on the literary-historical and intellectual-
historical currents informing and arising from the interaction of satiric 
and heroic modes in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English poetry 
and drama. 

2. òôAway with Him, He Speaks Latinõ: 2 Henry VI and the Uses of Roman 
Antiquity,ó accepted for publication in Shakespeare Survey 69 (2016), in 
press. 

3. òWhen Roth Reads Milton: The Fall between Paradise Lost and American 
Pastoral,ó accepted for publication in Fall Narratives, ed. Zohar Hadromi-
Allouche and Ainé Larkin (Farnham: Ashgate), volume under contract. 
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4. òThe Better Part of Stolen Valour: Counterfeits, Comedy, and the 
Supreme Court,ó under review at Critical Survey. 

5. Article manuscript on Paradise Lost and possible worlds philosophy at 
advanced drafting stage. 

6. Article manuscript on Miltonõs Near Eastern reception and the 
discourses of world literature at intermediate drafting stage. 

7. Article manuscript on Titus Andronicus and theories of catharsis at initial 
drafting stage.  
 

Joshua Gonsalves 
 
CASAR American Studies Conference Grant: 
1. Transnational American Studies Conference organized by the American 

Studies Association of Turkey; Akdeniz University, Faculty of Letters, 
Department of English Language and Literature, Antalya, Turkey (Nov. 
25-27, 2015) 

2. òJapanese-American Star Wars: Transnationalizing Exceptionalist 
Fantasies of WWII.ó 
Short-Term Faculty Grant: 

3. Research Residency, Tokyo Wonder Site Institute of Contemporary Art 
and International Cultural Exchange, January 1-February 1, 2016. 
òResisting the (Neo-) Liberal World Order: Destination Tokyo and 
Hollywood Star Wars.ó 

4. Exhibition at Open Studio: Tokyo Wonder Site Institute of 
Contemporary Art and International Cultural Exchange: April 2016.  
òResisting (Neo-) Liberalism: Cinematic Star Wars in-between Japan and 
the USA.ó 

Research Events: 
Organized (including the invitation of an international selection of 
speakers) and participated in the following:  
RWF: The Politics of Exploitation/The Spoilation of Politics; Part I: Fall 
2016, AUB campus; Part II: Spring-Summer 2016, Dawawine Cinema. 

5. Co-organized with Sami Khatib, CAH post-doctoral fellow, a film 
screening series, including my organization and presentation of a 
roundtable on The Fe/Male Melodrama: òIntroducing the Fe/Male 
Melodrama: Roundtable: Politicizing the Private/Publicizing Social 
Manipulation,ó March 8, 2016.           

6. Workshop on the Egyptian Melodrama: Cinematic Consequences of the 
(so-called) Arab Spring with Arab Loutfi, filmmaker, writer and 
journalist, supervisor of Film Workshop Productions and a director of 
Film Events and Series at the American University in Cairo. Including a 
film showing of Microphone (2010) by Ahmad Abdalla, April 20, 2016. 

7. Workshop on Italian Theory and Cinema: òPasolini: From the Failed 
Revolution of 1968 to Anthropological Genocide,ó with Lorenzo Chiesa 
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(Director, GSH ð Genoa School of Humanities), including a film 
showing of Teorema (1968) by Pier Paolo Pasolini (May 9, 2016). 

8. Workshop on Cinema and Geo-Politics: òTarnished Angelsó: The 
Melodramañfrom the Cold War to Our War, with Elisabeth R. Anker, 
Associate Professor of American Studies and Political Science (George 
Washington University) including a film showing of The Tarnished Angels 
(1958), by Douglas Sirk, (May 10, 2016). 

9. Organization of Panel 3: òCinema, Generic Universals and the 
Unrepresentable Brutality of History,ó at the òDo not Resuscitate: 
Critique and the Untransalatability of Historyó Conference, Center of 
Arts and Humanities (May 12-14, 2016); Elisabeth Anker (George 
Washington University), òMelodramas of National Security in a 
Neoliberal Ageó; Carla Marcantonio (Loyola Marymount University), 
òRescaling Melodrama: Imaging the Human, Imagining the Worldó; 
Joshua D. Gonsalves, Moderator/Discussant. 

10. Invited keynote speaker Thomas Elsaesser (University of Amsterdam 
and Columbia University): Body - Time - Agency: Brutal Melodrama as a 
(B)Reaching of Limits. 

 
Sirene Harb 
 

1. òAn Aesthetics of Haunting: Reading Violence and Ghostliness in Arab 
American Poetry.ó in Arab American Aesthetics, ed. Therí A. Pickens.  

2. òReading Intimacy, Embodiment, and Religious Symbolism in Arab 
American Womenõs Writing.ó American Literary History (2017). (in 
preparation). 

3. Invited contribution for a special issue on òReimagining Arab and 
Muslim Identities in the U.S.ó   
 

James Hodapp 
 

1. òThe Transnational African Short Story: From Resistance Literature to 
Prize Culture.ó Short Fiction in Theory and Practice, 2016. (copyediting 
stage). 

2. òA Graceland for the Kola Nut: A Postcolonial Literary Reimagining of 
the Kola Nut in Nigeria (Under review at Critical Arts). 

3. òDeparting from Anti-colonialism, Arriving at Afropolitanism: Africa 
United as an African Road Movieó (under review for Global Road Movie 
anthology). 

4. òThe Proto-Afropolitan Bildungsroman: Yoruba Women, Resistance and 
the Nation in Semi Bedfordõs Yoruba Girl Dancingó (Under review at 
Global South). 

5. Collaborating with Ernest Cole of Hope College via the Great Lakes 
College Association (GLCA) to create a linked course on mental illness 
in African literature. Course unit has been planned and we are meeting in 
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June in Bratislava (funded by GLCA) to finalize the course at the Global 
Course Connection workshop. 

6. Collaborating with Sandy Hartwiger of Framingham State University to 
create a linked course on postcolonial bildungsromans. I met with Dr. 
Hartwiger in Beirut in May and we will collaborate over the summer on 
the course.    

 
Syrine Hout 
 

1. òWhose War is it Anyway? Linguistic Games and Code-Switching as 
Political Encoding in De Niroõs Game.ó Research and writing completed. 
About to submit for publication and present at a conference in May. 

2. òThe Artistic Fallout of the July 2006 War in/for Lebanon: Three 
Literary Attempts at Mediationó. In Progress. Research completed and 
paper being written. 

 
Roseanne Saad Khalaf 
 

Memoir in the recrafting of my memoir I am trying to articulate with 
immediacy and authenticity the ways in which I coped with illness. The 
challenge is how best to incorporate research, reportage, and student 
narratives to broaden the perspective and meaning of my work without 
positioning my text as a cancer memoir with a message or some neat little 
reductionist idea. Ideally, I would like it to be a narrative working within a 
genre to communicate much wider experiences.  

 
Tariq Mehmood Ali 
 
Fiction: 

1. òSong of Gulzarina,ó novel. FAS supported. Forthcoming, October 2016 
with Daraja Press. 

2. òIn the Soldierõs Hand,ó novel (Follow up to Youõre Not Proper [2015]), 
FAS supported. 

3. òThe Bitch,ó short story, in The Book of Birmingham, ed. Kavita Bhanot 
(Comma Press, 2016). Story Approved being edited. 

4. òThe Blood Of An Englishman,ó short story, in Black Flash Fiction (Crocus 
Books). Edited and approved 

5. òIsabella,ó novel. In development. 
Non-Fiction: 

1. òPoetry of Lotus,ó English anthology, approx. 70,000 words. Core poems 
typed selected and categorized. AUB Press involved. Anticipated delivery 
of manuscript, August 2016. After approval of English, Arabic anthology 
of same  poems to follow. 

2. òHope and Resistance in Poetry about Africa from the Journal of the 
Afro-Asian Writers Association,ó essay, ed. Kadija George, 21 February: 
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Progress and Possibilities for a Pan African Future to be published by 
WoW (Writing Our World) in the USA. 

3. Lotus project listed in an App: òA Pan African Journeyó: 
http://www.sablelitmag.org/mpajweb1/webapp/ 

 
 
Robert Myers 
  

1. Sentence to Hope: A Sa'dallah Wannous Reader.  Translations and critical study 
of plays and essays of Sa'dallah Wannous for Yale UP's Margellos World 
Republic of Letters. With Nada Saab (Book Under Contract). 

2. Anthology of Modern and Contemporary Political Plays from the Levant. 
Translations and critical study for Brill-Leiden. With Nada Saab (Book 
Under Contract). 

3. òFrom Cairo to Camag¿ey:  Ibn Daniyal's The Shadow Spirit, Sarduy's 
Cobra, and Rojas's Celestina as a Bawd Between the Arab World and Latin 
Americaó (Article in process). 

4. Wannous Now. An expanded version of conference at AUB in April 2015 
about Sa'dallah Wannous for Cambridge UP. With Sonja Mejcher-Atassi. 
(In preparation for submission).  

5. Mother of Justice. A stage play about a female investigative reporter who 
works for a Beirut radio station. (In process). 

6. Acting Like Children. A stage play that will be read at Theatre Row in New 
York in August 2016, directed by Kirsten Sanderson. (In process). 

 
Christopher Nassar 
 

1. òHappiness in Herodotus and Sophoclesõs Oedipus the King.ó  Accepted for 
publication in ANQ:  A Quarterly Journal of Short Articles, Notes and Queries.  
In this brief article, I argue that  Sophocles, in Oedipus the King, is replying 
to the views of the philosopher Solon on happiness as expressed in 
Herodotusõs Histories. 

2. òOscar Wilde and the Men's Liberation Movement.ó  Explores Wildeõs 
humorous reversal of the main ideas of the Victorian Womenõs Liberation 
Movement.  Research completed and paper being written.  
 

Jennifer Marie Nish 
 

1. Book proposal in preparation about how transnational organizations use 
digital media to foster public dialogue about feminist issues. 

2. òHumans of New York and the Rhetorical Project of ôHumanizingõ 
Refugees for a Western Public.ó Invited chapter for edited collection, 
Precarious Rhetorics, eds. Wendy Hesford, Adela C. Licona, and Christa 
Teston (Article in preparation). 

http://www.sablelitmag.org/mpajweb1/webapp/
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3. òDisruptions, Interruptions, and Interventions: Reimaging Rhetorical 
Agency in Multiple Contexts.ó Article in development with co-author 
Heather Bastian of University of St. Scholastica for submission to College 
Composition and Communication (Article in preparation). 

4. Initial stages of project exploring AUB studentsõ development of activist 
consciousness and engagement with issues of gender and sexuality. 

 
John Pill 
 

1. òMaintaining the connection between test and context: A language test 
for university admission.ó Papers in Language Testing and Assessment.  (In 
press.) 

2. With Elder, C., McNamara, T., Kim, H., & Sato, T.  òInterrogating the 
construct of communicative competence in language assessment contexts: 
What the non-language specialist can tell us.ó Language & Communication.  
(Forthcoming). 

3. Member of team for study funded by TOEFL Committee of Examiners 
Research Grant with Knoch, U., Macqueen, S., OõHagan, S. (2016- ). An 
investigation of the relationship between writing proficiency level and the 
strategic behaviors involved in integrated listening- and reading-to-write 
performances. 

  
Kassim Shaaban 
 

1. òCooperative learning as a framework for interaction in English classes.ó 
(Paper in final stages of writing). 

2. òLanguage policy as a problematic issue in individual and societal 
development.ó (Paper to appear in Routledge Handbook of Arabic 
Sociolinguistics, a book edited by Enam Al-Wer and Uri Horesh). 

 
Samhita Sunya 
 

1. Submitted upon invitation: òFrom Seoul to Cinemascapes: The Private 
Lives of Contemporary Cine-Tourism, in (and out) of India,ó for a 
collection under advanced contract with University of Hawaii Press, titled 
From Bollywood to Hallyuwood (Forthcoming, February 2017). 

2. òMoving Towards prem nagar: An Intimate Genealogy of the ôCity of 
Loveõ and the Lyrical Worlds of Hindustani Film Songs.ó In Positions: 
Asia Critique, Duke University Press. 

 
Adam John Waterman   
 

1. Article in press: òDiabolical Enterprises and Abominable Superstitions: 
Islam and the Conceptualization of Finance in Early American 
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Literature,ó in American Studies Encounters the Middle East, Alex Lubin and 
Marwan Kraidy, eds.  

2. Article in preparation: òGeologies of Empire: Extraction and its 
Remainders in Ceremony and Cities of Salt.ó 

3. Book project: òThe Corpse in the Kitchen: History, Necropolitics, and 
the Afterlives of the Black Hawk Waró (presently under revision 
following reviews from Duke University Press, January 2016). 

4. Book project: òA Geology of the Imperial Sublime: Literary Sediment and 
Terrestrial Substanceó (initial exploratory stages). 

 
David Wrisley 
 

òExploring Modes of Authorship in Caxton: Rolling Delta for Early 
English Printed Texts.ó  An analysis of multiple authorship in William 
Caxton using computational stylistics; research complete, writing stage. 

 
Amy Alice Zenger 
 

1. C.O.S.T. Research Grant, A. Farrell, primary proposer. (Zenger, A. 
secondary proposer with 24 others-multinational, multidisciplinary grant 
profile).  òAdvancing effective institutional models towards cohesive 
teaching, learning, research and writing development.ó Accepted for 
funding 2016-19.   

2. With J. Pill.  Options, Strategies, Performances: AUB Faculty  Members 
as  

3. Writers. Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) Grant Proposal  
4. Submitted.  Center for Teaching and Learning, AUB. 
5. òGenre, Race, and Liberty in Education.ó  Article being revised for 

submission. 
6. With I. El Hajj, I. òA Boundary Encounter Focused on Writing:   
7. Reimagining a Collaboration between the Writing Center and a 

Discipline- 
8. specific course.ó  Conference presentation accepted at òThe Learner 
2016ó;  

9. research completed and article drafted). 
10. òNotes on race in transnational writing program administration.ó WPA 

2016 (symposium; submission completed and in press). 
11. òLocalizing transnational writing program administration.ó  Composition 

Studies. 44.1. Spring 2016. (invited roundtable submission; article 
completed and in press). 

12. òVisuality in academic writing:  Reading textual difference in the writing 
of multilingual student writers.ó  Journal of Academic Writing.  (Revised and  

13. resubmitted.) 
14. òDesigning writing across difference: taking a visual perspective.ó (Study 

completed and article in preparation) 
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15. òWriting program administration, mobility, and locality at the American 
University of Beirut, 1970 to the present.  (Chapter proposal accepted for 
inclusion in book proposal:  American Higher Education in Global Contexts, 
ed. Mohanalakshmi Rajakumar. 

16. òPotentials and cautions: university writing center support for publishing 
scholars.ó  (Presentation accepted for òResearch publication practices: 
Challenges for scholars in a globalized worldó at ESSE 2016, Galway; 
article in preparation). 

17. òLocalizing transnational writing program administration: A spatial design 
approach.ó Book proposal in preparation.  References reviewed; case 
study documents collected; chapters outlined. Proposal submission 
planned for June, 2016.   

E. OTHER STAFF ACTIV ITIES    
 
Ira James Allen 
 

1. òRhetorical Personhood and the Self-Transcending Constitution.ó Paper 
(invited) to be presented at the Radical Critical Theory Circle, Nysiros, 
Greece. (2016). 

2. òSimone de Beauvoir, Value, and Freedomõs Rhetorical Design.ó Paper to 
be presented at the Rhetoric Society of America Conference, Atlanta, GA. 
(2016). 

3. òTranslationõs Rhetoric.ó Paper to be presented at the Rhetoric Society of 
America Conference, Atlanta, GA. (2016). 

4. òClassics, the Classical, and the Canonicity of the Critical.ó Roundtable 
paper presented at Liberal Arts and the Modern University: The Role and 
Place of the Core Curriculum ð AUB, Lebanon and Beyond, Beirut, 
Lebanon. (2016). 

5. òA Political Economy of the Senses: Author Meets Critics.ó Critical paper 
presented at the Western Political Science Association, San Diego, CA, 
(2016). 

6. òOn the Writing Center as Religious Contact Zone.ó Paper presented at 
the Middle East and North Africa Writing Center Association, Muscat, 
Oman (2016). 

7. òSuffusion, Mobilization, and Constitution-Writing: Religion and Politics 
after America.ó Paper presented at the Center for American Studies and 
Research 6th International Conference, Beirut, Lebanon. With Saul Allen. 
(2016). 
 

Sonja Mejcher-Atassi 
 

1. Books in Motion: Exploring Concepts of Mobility in Cross-Cultural 
Studies of the Book, international conference and book exhibition 
organized by the Department of English and the Department of Fine 
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Arts and Art History, AUB, 05ð07.05.2016 (curated together with Hala 
Auji and James Hodapp). 

2. Presented paper: òContemporary Book Art in Iraq: Intimate Encounters 
and Unfolding Narratives of Survival Beyond East and West.ó 

3. 12th EURAMAL (European Association for Modern Arabic Literature) 
conference on Upholding Humanity in a Post-human World? Arabic 
Literature after the ôArab Springõ, University of Oslo, Norway, 30.05-
04.06.2016.  

4. Presented paper, òUnpacking Wannousõ library in light of radical political 
changeó at òContemporary Book Art in Iraq,ó keynote at the Mutanabbi 
Street Festival, School of Art, George Mason University, 03.03.2016. 

5. Advisory board, Orient-Institut Beirut, Max Weber Foundation, German 
Humanities Institutes Abroad, director search, board meetings at the 
University of Mainz, 20.02.2016, and the OIB, 14.16.04.2016. 

6. Advisory board member, Beiruter Texte und Studien, book series published 
by the Orient-Institut Beirut, Max Weber Foundation, German 
Humanities Institutes Abroad. 

7. Editorial board member, literatures in context: arabic ð persian ð turkish, book 
series, Wiesbaden: Reichert. 

8. Reviewer of articles for the journals International Journal of Middle East 
Studies (JMES), Journal of Arabic Literatures (JAL), Studies in the Novel. 

9. Reviewer of book manuscripts for Ashgate/Routledge; reviewer of 
research proposals German Research Foundation (DfG) and Swiss 
National Science Foundation (SNSF). 

10. Chairperson, Department of English, AUB. 
11. Member, Search Committee in Translation, Department of English, AUB. 
12. Member, Graduate Committee, Department of English, AUB. 
13. Member, Steering Committee, CAMES, AUB. 
14. Advisor and reader of MA theses in the Department of English. 

 
Doyle Avant 
 

1.  Member of Program Review Committee, Department of English 
2.  Member of Graduate Open House Committee 
3.  Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of English 
4.  Creative Writing Program Coordinator 
5.  Member of ENGL-FAAH Committee to organize and launch the Minor 

in Film and Visual Culture. 
 
David Currell 
 

1. òMilton and/as World Literature,ó paper presented at 11th International 
Milton Symposium, Exeter, UK (July 20-24, 2015). 
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2. òWhy Does Titus Andronicus Give Pleasure?ó Paper presented at 
Shakespeare Association of America annual convention, New Orleans, 
USA (23-26 March, 2016). 

3. òôNecessity and Chance Approach Not Meõ? Milton, Modality, 
Multiverse,ó paper presented at Renaissance Society of America annual 
conference, Boston, USA (31 March-2 April, 2016). 

4. Introduction to Julie Sanders, òShakespeare and Music,ó Al-Bustan 
Festival (February 19, 2016). 

5. Organizer and discussant, òShakespeare Lives in Filmó; a series held with 
the support of the British Council, AUB (April-October, 2016). 

6. Discussant, òDigital Remediations,ó Books in Motion conference, AUB 
and Orient-Institut Beirut (May 5-7, 2016). 

7. Faculty Advising Coordinator, FAS. 
8. Member, Search Committee in Media Studies (professorial line). 
9. Member, Search Committee in Media Studies (visiting position). 
10. Member, Program Review Committee, English Department. 
11. Member, Graduate Committee, English Department. 
12. Adviser for one defended MA thesis and one defended proposal; 

committee member for two defended theses. 
 
Joshua Gonsalves  
 

1. A teaching exception was granted for the 2015-2016 year due to my 
receipt of a Center for Arts and Humanities [Mellon Grant] Faculty 
Fellowship for the project: The Brutal Melodrama and the Generic 
Possibility of Politics: Amerika/Germany/ Egypt/Russia , Included under 
the category òDevelopment of New Courses.ó 

2. Graduate Committee (English Department). 
3. CAH (Center for Arts and Humanities [Mellon Grant] Committee 

(responsible for organizing conferences, workshops, visiting artists and 
scholars, etc.). 

4. Undergraduate student advising. 
5. FAS Seminars: òLiberalism,ó organized by Nadia Bou Ali AUB and Lisa 

Wedeen, University of Chicago; summer 2015. 
6. External service: Professional meetings: òTransnational American 
Studies,ó organized by American Studies Association of Turkey, 37th 
International American Studies Conference:  Akdeniz University, Faculty 
of Letters, Dept. of English Language and Literature, Antalya, Turkey 
(Nov. 25-27, 2015). 

7. Community service: RWF: The Politics of Exploitation/The Spoilation of Politics; 
Film Screenings/Roundtable-Discussions at Dawawine; Spring/Summer 
2016 (and AUB; Fall 2016). 
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Sirene Harb 
 

1. Conference Presentation: òCoordinates of the Text of Colonial 
Haunting: Ghosts in Arab American Poetry.ó CASAR 6th International 
Conference. January 2016. AUB, Beirut, Lebanon. 

2. Advisory committee member, Anis K. Makdisi Program in Literature 
(AMPL).   

3. Committee member, CASAR Executive Committee. 
4. Student advisor, English Department. 
5. Library liaison officer, English department. 
6. Advisory Board Member for Palimpsest: A Journal of Women, Gender and the 

Black International, published by SUNY Press. 
7. Project member, Digital Humanities Project òTheir America: America in 
the eyes of the world.ó  

8. Thesis Advisor for two students. 
9. Chair, Promotion committee, English department. 
10. Committee member, Gender and Women Studies Search Committee.  

 
 
James Hodapp 
 

1. òAn Encounter with Teju Cole: Writing Across Borders,ó American 
University of Beirut, May 2016. Public interview with Teju Cole.  

2. Books in Motion Conference, American University of Beirut, May 2016. 
3. Presenting: òSurface Reading: Global Calculations in the Cover Art and 
Design of the Heinemann African Writerõs Seriesó and respondent for 
òTravel and Exchangeó panel. 

4. Modern Language Association Annual Conference, Austin, TX, January 
2016. 

5. Panelist for òThe Center and Beyond: The Expansion of the Global 
English Department.ó 

6. Center for Arts and Humanities, American University of Beirut, October 
2015. 

7. Lecture: ôWeapon of Choice: The African Short Story from 
Decolonization to Prize Culture.ó 

8. Member of Organizing Committee of òBooks in Motionó conference 
with Dr. Sonja Mejcher-Atassi and Dr. Hala Auji held at AUB and 
Orient-Institut Beirut. May 5-7, 2016. 
http://www.aub.edu.lb/Events/Pages/EventDetails.aspx?ItemId=2514 

9. Member of Organizing Committee for AUB Center for Arts and 
Humanities conference Do Not Resuscitate: Critique and the 
Untranslatability of History. May 12-14, 2016. 
http://www.aub.edu.lb/Events/Pages/EventDetails.aspx?ItemId=2381 
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10. Secured and hosted Teju Cole as the AUB Center for Arts and 
Humanities writer in residence for Spring 2016, including a meeting with 
my graduate course. 

11. Secured and hosted Dr. Harry Garuba for a seminar and lecture entitled 
òTraveling into the World: African Writing and Modes of Entry into 
World Literature.ó March 14-15, 2016. 

12. Curated òUnexpected Africa,ó a short film series screening and 
discussion with AUB African Club and English Society. March 2, 2016. 

 
Syrine Hout 
 
1.  òWhose War is it Anyway? Linguistic Games as Political Encoding in De 
Niroõs Game.ó òPresumed Autonomy: Literature and Art in Theory and 
Practice.ó University of Stockholm, Sweden, 10ð13 May 2016. 

2.  Discussant on Panel 4 titled òAesthetics and Politicsó at the conference 
òBooks in Motion: Exploring Concepts of Mobility in Cross-Cultural 
Studies of the Bookó, AUB and Orient-Institut Beirut (OIB), 5ð7 May 2016. 

3. òEdward Saidõs Orientalism.ó Civilization Sequence Lecture Series, April 
2016, Nov. 2015. 

4.  òPost-War Anglophone Lebanese Fiction in the Diaspora: Roots and 
Routes.ó Guest Lecture on 28 April 2016 in òMEST 301: Introduction to 
Middle Eastern Studiesó, offered by the Center for Arab and Middle Eastern 
Studies (CAMES). 

5. External member of Search Committee for Director of CASAR, Spring 
2015ð2016. 

6. Member of Search Committee for the Edward Said Chair, Spring 2015-
2016. 

7. Acting Departmental Chair of Promotion Committee of Henri Franses, 
Fall-Spring 2015ð2016. 

8. Member of the Steering Committee of the Center for the Arts and 
Humanities, Summer 2015-Summer 2018. 

9.  Coordinator of CVSP 204 in the CVSP program, 2015-16. 
10. Chair of Reappointment Committee of Robert Myers, Fall-Spring 2015-

2016. 
11. Chair of Promotion Committee of Sirène Harb, Fall-Spring 2015-2016. 
12. Member of Promotion Committee of David Wrisley, Fall-Spring 2015-2016. 
13. Acting Chair, July 2015. 
14. Member of the Editorial Board of Middle Eastern Literatures, 2014-ongoing. 
 

Roseanne Saad Khalaf  
 
1. Undergraduate Student Advising. 
2. I advise creative writing students not only on what courses to take but also 

on issues concerning their future careers, academic and professional plans.  
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3. I have deep mentoring relationships with students that have grown out of 
my many years of teaching at AUB. I often find paid projects and jobs for 
them.  

4. I secured Sima Qunsol, my Nonfiction student (Fall 2015), a part-time 
editing position at GAIA -Heritage.  

5. I write numerous reference letters for students applying to graduate 
programs both locally and abroad. In 2015-2016 I wrote recommendations 
for the following five students: Leah Soweid, Shawkat Houri, Malak El 
Sabeh, Moussa Barada and Nadeem Balani. 

6. Scholarly Activities: with funding from the Center for Arts and Humanities, 
I invited, organized and conducted two informal talks by Hanan Al-Shaykh 
who shared ideas about her life and work with creative writing students.  
(Hanan Al-Shaykh: In Conversation with Creative Writing Students, March 
7 and 8, 2016) 

7. After corresponding with Professor Fredrik Nyberg (University of 
Gothenburg), I organized and conducted an afternoon discussion between 
AUB creative writing students and faculty with eleven students and two 
faculty members from the Creative Writing Program at the University of 
Gothenburg. During the session we exchanged ideas and discussed the 
differences and similarities between the two programs.  After the discussion, 
the group attended creative writing classes. (April 12, 2016). 

8. Member of Communication Skills Committee . 
9. Chair of Creative Writing Committee for Promotion Guidelines. 
10. Advisory Board of Rusted Radishes: Beirut Literary and Art Journal. 
11. Member of the Michel Chiha Essay Committee and a judge in the annual 

Essay  Competition sponsored by the Foundation (I evaluate 20 student 
essays yearly and select the winner, 2012-2016). 

12. Editor of exhibition book titled, Weaving the Sea, a MEDNETA project 
financed by the European Union that brings together craftsmen and 
designers from across the Mediterranean to exhibit their work (November, 
2015). 

 
Tariq Mehmood Ali 
 
1. Serving on the AUB Senate. 
2. Served on the Library Committee and Publications committee. 
3. I am due to present a paper at Brighten University, UK on Poetry, 

Resistance and Illustration. 
4. I presented The House, a short story at Goldsmiths University, London, 

2016. 
5. I was a guest speaker at the London Book Fair, 2016. 
6. I am on three Panels at the Bradford Literature Festival 2016, as well as on 

an additional panel on Islamophobia in Bradford. 
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Robert Myers 
 
1. Keynote Address and Workshop. ò(Re) Visiting Wannous.ó An Tonnelhuis 

Theater and Moussem Cultural Center. Antwerp, Belgium.  May 2015. 
2. Presenter and Panelist. òConversation on Contemporary Beirut Theatre.ó 

LAU/NY and MEMEAC/CUNY. LAU New York Center.  September 
2015. 

3. Presenter and Panelist. òConversation on Contemporary Beirut Theatre.ó 
Islamic Institute, McGill University. Montreal, Canada. September 2015. 

4. òTheatre Initiative Proposal.ó With Sahar Assaf, co-Author and co-Director 
of AUBõs new Theatre Initiative, a plan to place theatre at the center of the 
arts and humanities curriculum, based on discussions with Marvin Carlson 
(CUNY), Martin Puchner (Harvard), Derek Goldman (Georgetown) and 
others. February 2016. 

5. Panelist and Author. Discussions of drone warfare and Unmanned, a stage 
play by Robert Myers.  Part of the Humanities Institute at Carnegie-Mellonõs 
annual theme of òWar.ó February 2016. 

 
 
 
 
Jennifer Marie Nish 
  
1. òRevision as a Feminist Strategy: Composing Activist Publics on Social 
Networking Sites.ó Presentation at Conference on College Composition and 
Communication, Houston, TX (April 2016). 

2. òCreation, Variation, and Collective Expression: Selfie Making as a 
Rhetorical Act.ó Presentation at Feminisms and Rhetorics, Phoenix, AZ 
(October 2015) 
Co-chair of Feminist workshop at the 2016 Conference on College 
Composition and Communication in Houston, Texas. 

3. Participant in roundtable discussion with Lakshmi Puri (Deputy Executive 
Director of UN Women) and local experts on gender at Carnegie Middle 
East Center. 4 March 2016. 

4. Associate Editor, Conference Proceedings of the International Conference 
on Effective Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, 2015-2016. 

5. Faculty Advisor, Womenõs Rights Club. 
6. Faculty Advisor, Toastmasters Lebanon. 
7. Graduate Studies Committee, English Department. 
8. Search Committee, English Department (Rhetoric and Composition). 
9. Communication Skills Program Committee. 
10. Planning committee and submission reviewer for the International 

Conference on Effective Teaching and Learning in Higher Education. 
11. University Committee on the English Language. 
12. Symposium on the Teaching of Writing in Lebanon, (co-facilitator).  



 

 

219 

 

 
John Pill 
 
1. Prepared new test specifications for revision of AUB English Entrance 

Examination (AUB-EN) (fall 2015). 
2. Gave series of training workshops for item writers for test tasks for the 

revised AUB-EN (spring 2016). 
3. Peer-reviewed article for Language Testing and chapter for forthcoming 

Handbook of Migration and Language (Routledge). 
4. Reviewed abstracts submitted for the Association for Language Testing and 

Assessment of Australia and New Zealand conference 2016. 
5. Reviewed placement test for Migrant Community Center, Beirut. 
6. Reader for three MA thesis proposals. 
7. Member of job search committee for position in Linguistics (2015ð16). 
8. Member of University Committee on English Language (2015ð16). 
9. Chair of department of English assessment committee (2015ð16) ð prepared 

three-year summary reports and plans for the two undergraduate programs 
in the department. 

10. Co-ordinated program for visiting scholar, Dr. Catherine Elder, University 
of Melbourne (April 2016). 

11. Presented paper at 6th international conference on Effective Teaching and 
Learning in Higher Education, American University of Beirut (February 
2016). 

12. Presenting paper at 38th annual Language Testing Research Colloquium, 
Palermo, Italy (June 2016). 

 
Kassim Shaaban 
 
1.  Director, CELRT. 
2.  Chair, English Department Program Review Committee. 
3.  Associate Editor, Al-Abhath. 
4.  Member, Editorial Board, Asian Journal of English Language Teaching (AJELT). 
5.  Reviewer of articles for the journals Language, Culture and Curriculum; Al-

Abhath;  
 Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development; AJELT, Arab Journal of 

Humanities. 
6.  Chair, Search Committee for English language Position and Member for the 

Translation Position Search Committee. 
7.  Member of a tripartite committee to revise the AUB-EN with John Pill 

(Chair) and Karma El-Hassan. 
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Samhita Sunya 
 
1.  Middle East Studies Caucus co-convener and presenter: òJoint Ventures: 

Middle-Eastern Cine-Media in Co-Production, Past and Present,ó for 
Society for Cinema and Media Studies conference (March 2016). 

2.  Curator: òUrban Intimaciesó film series at AUB, featuring regional 
premieres of two films (Tangerine and Aligarh). 

 
Adam John Waterman  
 
1. Presentation at òFragments of Empire after the American Century,ó 

conference 
2. of the Center for American Studies and Research, AUB. 
3. Co-organizer, òFragments of Empire after the American Century,ó 

conference  
4. of the Center for American Studies and Research, AUB. 
5. Participant, 2016, Triannual meeting of the Prince Alwaleed Centers for  
6. American Studies and Islamic Studies, Cambridge, UK. 
7. Director of Graduate Studies, Department of English, AUB:  In this 

capacity I 
served as academic adviser to all incoming and current graduate students in 
English Literature, chaired the regular meetings of the Department 
Graduate Committee, and spearheaded efforts at curricular reform in the 
Department. 

8. Member, FAS Graduate Committee 
9. Member, Search Committee, assistant professor of American Studies, 

CASAR 
10. Member, Search Committee, Edward W. Said Chair, CASAR 
11. Member, Search Committee, Director of CASAR  

David Wrisley 
 
1. òExploring Modes of Authorship in Caxton: Rolling Delta for Early English 
Printed Textsó for òDigital Textual Studiesó symposium, National 
Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC, June 2016. 

2. With Randa El Khatib, Julia El Zini, Shady ElBassuoni, and Mohammad 
Jaber, TopoText 2.0: Prototyping Modes of Interactive Mapping and Social 
Knowledge Creation" (with Randa El Khatib, Julia El Zini,), òInnovative 
Interrogations: Modelling, Prototyping and Making, Implementing New 
Knowledge Environments (INKE) Conference @ DHSI 2016,ó Victoria, 
BC, 10-11 June 2016. 

3. With Rayane Fayed,  òDigital Humanities Project-Based Faculty Learning 
Communities: From the Local to the Consortial,ó at AMICAL annual 
conference òLibraries and Digital Initiatives,ó American University of 
Rome, Rome, Italy, 12-14 May 2016. 

http://inke.ca/projects/inke-dhsi-2016/
http://inke.ca/projects/inke-dhsi-2016/
http://inke.ca/projects/inke-dhsi-2016/



