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ABSTRACT 
When speaking of revolution in the Arab world, two periods tend to cloud the historical 
horizon: the movements of 2010-2011, whose status as a revolution, or revolutions, has of 
late been tangled up in various discussions of Springs and Winters; and the revolutions tied 
to decolonization and the national emancipation struggles of the 1930s-1960s. Most of 
these revolutions are confined to national frames of reference, and were turned into 
instruments of authoritarian regimes – the Algerian Revolution, the Ba’athist coup d’état in 
Syria, the Libyan Revolution of the “Popular Democratic Republic”, the Nasserite 
Revolution in Egypt. Between these two periods, we are made to believe that nothing 
happened. This presentation seeks to forge the way to explain and understand by inviting 
expression rather than relying on “surprise” and the discourse of suddenness used to speak 
of revolution. To achieve this outcome, one has to rely on archives (intended as collections 
of documentation) that can address not only the question of the state and its dealing with 
threats, but also the people in their own social organization and the moral economy of their 
struggle. 
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