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Important Reminders

Important Reminders
Name Tags
Please wear your name tag at all times during the conference. Your name tag assures 
your entrance to the opening ceremony, reception, and closing dinner. You may also 
be asked to show your name tag when entering through one of AUB’s gates. 

Registration
You can complete your registration and pick up your conference materials at the 
Conference Registration Desk at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, beginning at 10:30am 
on Wednesday, January 13th. On Thursday and Friday (January 14 and 15), a 
Registration and Information Desk will be available beginning at 8 am in West Hall 
on AUB campus. 

Abstracts
Full conference abstracts can be accessed on the CASAR website; http://www.aub.
edu.lb/fas/casar/Conferences/FragmentsofEmpire-2016/Pages/AllAbstracts.aspx

Audio Visual Equipment
All paper presenters are asked to arrive at least 5 minutes before the beginning of 
their sessions; those planning to use audio/visual equipment during their presen-
tations should arrive 15 minutes prior to the beginning of the session to download 
their presentations.

Trip
On Saturday, 16 January 2016, CASAR in conjunction with Nakhal Travel agency 
will organize an optional field trip to Saida, Tyre and Qana. The tour will begin with 
a visit to Sidon’s sea castle, Khan El Ifranj, and the soap museum in the old city. 
Then we will continue to see the Necropolis and the Sea site of Tyre and move on to 
visit the village of Qana that has historical and political signficance. Lunch will be 
at the Rest house in Saida. This is a full day trip from 9:00am till around 7:00pm 
and the price / person is $70USD.
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Emergencies (or pressing questions)
Please contact:  
Dr. Lisa Hajjar, mobile: 70-338716; email: lh48@aub.edu.lb
Mrs. Nancy Batakji Sanyoura, mobile: 03 801 927; email: nb22@aub.edu.lb 

Center for American Studies and Research (CASAR) 
American University of Beirut 
453 College Hall 
P.O. Box 11-0236 
Riad El Solh 
Beirut 1107 2020 Lebanon 
Phone: 961-1-350000, ext. 4195, 4197  
Fax: 961-1-744461  
Email: casar@aub.edu.lb 
Website: http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/casar 

For medical emergencies:
Red Cross office at AUB 
Room 316 West Hall on 3rd floor (AUB campus) 
AUB extension: 3184 

Other On-Campus Numbers:
General Inquiries.............................. (00961-1-350000) 
Office of Protection.......................... (24 hrs/7 days) 2400 
Ambulance....................................... (24 hrs/7 days) 7777 
Fire.................................................. (24 hrs/7 days) 5555 
University Health Services................ (8:00 am – 5:00 pm) 3000 
AUBMC Head Nurse.......................... (24 hrs/7 days) 6605 
AUBMC Information.......................... (24 hrs/7 days) 6604 
Office of Communications................. (8:00 am – 5:00 pm) 2670/1

Off-Campus Emergencies:
Police .............................................. 112 
Red Cross ........................................ 140 
Beirut Fire Brigade ........................... 175 
Civil Defense ................................... 125 
Information...................................... 100, 120, 1515  
Airport............................................. 961 1 628120  
Tourist Police................................... 	961 1 343209 (For questions about directions) 
General Security............................... 1717 (For questions related to passports) 
Allo Taxi .......................................... 961 1 517030 (Average rate: $15)
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Day 1: Wednesday, 13 January, 2016

Conference Program
*  To attend these events, you need to pre-register for the conference. All paper 

sessions in the West Hall are free and open to the public.

Day 1: Wednesday, 13 January, 2016
10:30 – 16:00 
Crowne Plaza 
Hotel – 1st 
floor

Registration

16:00 – 18:00 
Crowne 
Plaza Hotel- 
Ballroom

Opening Ceremony*
Patrick McGreevy, Welcoming comments, FAS Dean, AUB 
Lisa Hajjar, Introduction, CASAR, AUB  
Ann Stoler, Keynote: Duress: Concept-Work and Colonial 
Presence Today, The New School for Social Research, United 
States

18:00-20:00 
Crowne 
Plaza Hotel – 
Ballroom

Cocktail Reception*

Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

08:45 – 10:30 
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 1: The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement
Chair: Steven Salaita, CASAR, AUB
•	 Bob Ross, Understanding and Resisting the Anti-BDS 

Movement in America: The Case of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), Point Park University, United States

•	Max Geller, The Buisness of BDS Backlash, National Students 
for Justice in Palestine, United States

•	 Sayres Rudy, Occupation and Sanctions as Universalized 
Biopolitical Violence, Independent Scholar, United States

•	 Terri Ginsberg, Academic Film Studies, BDS, and U.S. Middle 
East Policy: Toward a Critical Historiography, American 
University in Cairo, Egypt
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Conference Program

Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

08:45 – 10:30
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Panel 2: Imaginings and Imperial Geographies
Chair: Waleed Hazbun, CAMES, AUB
•	 Esmat Elhalaby, Los Angeles / Palestine, Rice University, 

United States
•	 Jillian Schwedler, Geographies of Exclusion and Dissent in 

Amman, City University of New York, United States
•	Maha El Said, Fragments of a Dream: A Transnational View of 

America, Cairo University, Egypt
•	Munira Khayyat, Pieces of Us: Fragments of Empire, Shards of 

Home, American University in Cairo, Egypt
•	 Yasmine Khayyat, Pieces of Us: Fragments of Empire, Shards 

of Home, Rutgers University, United States

08:45 – 10:30 
West Hall, 
Auditorium C

Panel 3: Decolonial Visuality
Chair: Anjali Nath, CASAR, AUB
•	 Ana Dopico, Cuba in the Field of Vision: Neo-Realism, 

Documentary Imperatives, and the Decolonial Imaginary, New 
York University, United States

•	 Kency Cornejo, Visual Disobedience: De/Coloniality in the 
Art of Benvenuto Chavajay, University of New Mexico, United 
States

•	 Samhita Sunya, Post-Celluloid Politics of Preservation: 
Hollywood and the World Cinema Foundation, English, AUB

10:30 – 11:00
West Hall,
1st Floor

Coffee Break

11:00-12:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 4: Reading Gender and Coloniality through Literature
Chair: Adam Waterman, English, AUB
•	 Lisa Marchi, Fragments of Power, Traces of Resistance: 

A Critical Reading of Rabih Alameddine’s An Unnecessary 
Woman, University of Trento, Italy

•	 Sirene Harb, Coordinates of the Text of Colonial Haunting: 
Ghosts in Arab American Poetry, English, AUB

•	 Crystal Parikh, 1918, or Awaiting Self Determination in 
American Women’s Literature, New York University, United 
States
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Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

11:00-12:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Panel 5: Afro-Arab Solidarities
Chair: Kirsten Scheid, SOAM, AUB
•	 Che Gossett, Edward Said and the Black Radical Archive, 

Rutgers University and Barnard Center for Research on 
Women, United States

•	Denijal Jegic, An Alliance of Subalterns? The Transnational 
Articulation of Afro-Palestinian Solidarity, Johannes 
Gutenberg-Universität Mainz, Germany

•	Greg Burris, Tweeting Black Power from Palestine—Or, Can a 
Particular Struggle Have a Universal Dimension?, SOAM, AUB

•	 Sophia Azeb, ‘Black Folks in Babylon’: David Graham DuBois, 
Jazz Egypt, and Translating Race, University of Southern 
California, United States 

11:00-12:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium C

Panel 6: The Interplay of History and Memory
Chair: Samhita Sunya, English, AUB
•	 Saul Allen, Suffusion, Mobilization, and Constitution-Writing: 

Religion and Politics after America, University of Michigan, 
United States

•	 R. Benedito Ferrao, Goan Everywhere, Belonging Nowhere: 
The Neoliberal Migrant of A Girl from Zanzibar, The College of 
William and Mary, United States

•	 Tsolin Nalbantian, Bearing Witness to Commemoration: 
The Interplay between Local Inhabitants in Eastern Turkey, 
Members of the Armenian Diaspora, and Internationals 
Marking the Centenary of the Armenian Genocide, Leiden 
University, Netherlands

11:00-12:45
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium

Panel 7: Graphic Encounters with War and Revolution
Chair: Hatim El-Hibri, SOAM, AUB
•	 Iman Hamam, From Time to Time: Images of Revolution, 

American University in Cairo, Egypt
•	 Joo Ok Kim, Going After Iraq: Fragmented Disasters in U.S. 

Multiethnic Graphic Novels, UC Irvine & University of Kansas, 
United States

•	Mounira Soliman, Superheroes and US Neo-Imperialist 
Encounters, Cairo University, Egypt

•	 Rania Abdelrahman, Children of War: David Seymour’s 
Photographic Representations of Children during the Suez 
War 1956 and Post World War II, Cairo University, Egypt
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Conference Program

Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016
12:45 – 14:00 Lunch Break (check booklet for lunch options)

14:00-15:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 8: Palestine and Freedom Dreams
Chair: Sari Hanafi, SOAM, AUB
•	 Emily Schneider, Is Seeing Believing?: Challenging Zionism 

through Jewish Travel to Palestine, UC Santa Barbara, United 
States

•	Maytha Alhassen, Minus the Oppression, This Shit (life) Is 
Fantastic, University of Southern California, United States

•	 Sara Awartani, In Solidarity: Palestine in the Puerto Rican 
Political Imaginary, George Washington University, United 
States

•	Mark LeVine, The Perfect Storm: Power, Profits and 
Generational War in the MENA, UC Irvine, United States

14:00-15:45
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Panel 9: The Middle East through Transnational Media
Chair: May Farah, SOAM, AUB
•	 Eid Mohamed, Reconfiguring America from the Middle 

East: Al Jazeera America and Arabic though Students’ Eyes, 
University of Guelph, Canada

•	Hannah Gerber, Cross Cultural Dialogue for Understanding 
Media Bias: Through Adolescents’ Eyes, Sam Houston State 
University, United States

•	Maurice Jr. Labelle, To “Our American Friends”: Kamel Mrowa, 
the Creation of The Daily Star, and the United States’ Imperial 
Turn in Postcolonial Lebanon, University of Saskatchewan, 
Canada

14:00 – 15:45
West Hall, 
Auditorium C

Panel 10: Epochal Power after the American Century
Chair: Paul Amar, UC Santa Barbra, United States
•	David Kazanjian, Swaggering at His Pleasure: Unmaking 

Racial Capitalism, University of Pennsylvania, United States
•	Michaelle Browers, Arab Uprisings and Race Riots in the US: 

Metropole and Periphery at the End of the American Age, 
Wake Forest University, United States

•	 Sheila Carapico, Cockeyed Imperialism in Arabia, University 
of Richmond, United States
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Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

14:00 – 15:45 
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium 

Panel 11: Imperial Education in the Middle East
Chair: Patrick McGreevy, FAS Dean, AUB
•	Nate George, The Politics of American Education in the 

Middle East: The US Embassy, the Arab Cold War, and the 
1974 Student Strike at the American University of Beirut, Rice 
University, United States

•	 Lisa Arnold, An Imagined America: Negotiating Identity at 
Syrian Protestant College during the “First Student Rebellion 
in the Arab World”, North Dakota State University, United 
States

•	Neha Vora, American Branch Campuses in Qatar and the 
Enduring Power of Metropolitan Crisis, Lafayette College, 
United States

•	 Zafer Parlak, Impact of American Educational Institutions in 
the Ottoman Empire: Robert College and Constantinople Girls’ 
College in Memoirs of Cyrus Hamlin and Mary Mills Patrick, 
Izmir University, Turkey

15:45 -16:15 
West Hall, 1st 
Floor

Coffee Break 

16:15 – 18:00
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 12: Queering Race and Reproduction
Chair: Lisa Duggan, New York University, United States
•	 Jih-Fei Cheng, Queer Returns: Chinese Jewish Studies and 

‘America’ in Sino-Israel Relations, Scripps College, United 
States

•	 Kun Jong Lee, Black Amerasians as Human Fragments 
of Empire in Korea, Korea University, South Korea

•	Maria Josefina Saldana, When Is an Indian Not an Indian? 
Garifuna Mothers and Children Across Borders, New York 
University, United States

16:15 – 18:00
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Screening: “The City and the City,” a film about Ferguson, 
Missouri, directed by Mariam Ghani (2014).
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Conference Program

Day 2: Thursday, 14 January, 2016

16:15 – 18:00
West Hall, 
Auditorium C

Panel 13: The Political Economies of Imperialism
Chair: Sheila Carapico, University of Richmond, United States
•	David Stein, Because M’: Racial Capitalism, Human Sacrifice, 

and the Political Economy of Inflation, Graduate Center, City 
University of New York, United States

•	Max Ajl, From Food Aid to Food Crisis: U.S. Food Policy in 
Tunisia, Cornell University, United States

•	Nadia Barhoum, The US Food System and Its Discontents, 
UC Berkeley, United States

•	 Elsadig Elsheikh, Political Economy of Financialization: The 
Global Food System as a Case Study, UC Berkeley, United 
States

16:15 – 18:00 
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium

Panel 14: American Education in the Middle East, 150 Years On
Chair: Nadya Sbaiti, CAMES, AUB
•	 Betty Anderson, The Student Lens on the Syrian Protestant 

College and the American University of Beirut: Students as 
Actors in Its 150 Year History, Boston University, United 
States

•	 Christine Lindner, Written on Location: South of the Clouds 
and the Intersectional Relations of the Beirut College for 
Women during the mid-20th Century, independent researcher, 
United States

•	 Ellen Fleischmann, A Room of Her Own? Najla `Izzeddin’s 
American Educations, University of Dayton, United States

•	Henry Gorman, What Is Imperial about the American 
University of Beirut?, Vanderbilt University, United States

19:00 – 20:30 
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium 

Special Event: Artists Mariam Ghani and Chitra Ganesh, 
The Guantánamo Effect: Index of the Disappeared
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Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

08:45 -10:30 
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 15: Digital Cultures and Imperial Practice
Chair: Marwan Kraidy, University of Pennsylvania, United States
•	 Ajay Singh Chaudhary, The Digital Empire and Its Fragments: 

Games, Experience, Aesthetics, and War, Columbia 
University / Brooklyn Institute for Social Research, United 
States

•	Duchess Harris, NASA, Empire, and the Digital Future for 
Black Women’s History, Macalester College, United States

•	 Lisa Parks, FlowNet: Transnational Investigations and 
Critiques of “Internet Freedom”, UC Santa Barbara, United 
States

08:45 -10:30 
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Panel 16: The Romances of Wars, Nationalism, and Security
Chair: Ayca Cubucku, London School of Economics, United 
Kingdom
•	 Eng-Beng Lim, The Soft Power of U.S. Educative Empire: 

Securing Yale-NUS (National University of Singapore) College 
as an Academic Outpost, Dartmouth College, United States

•	Gayatri Gopinath, Damaged Negatives: Akram Zaatari’s 
Queer Trans-Temporal Excavations, New York University, 
United States

•	 Lisa Duggan, Mental States: Diagnosing the War on Terror in 
Homeland, New York University, United States

•	 Paul Amar, Love and Cruelty: Desire for Police Violence and 
Fragmented Neo-Authoritarianism, UC Santa Barbara, United 
States

08:45 – 10:30
West Hall, 
Auditorium C 

Panel 17: Shrapnels of Empire 
Chair: Greg Burris, SOAM, AUB
•	 Chowra Makaremi,“The first battle in America’s war with 

militant Islam” revisited, CNRS Paris, France
•	Omar Dewachi, When Wounds Travel, Global Health, AUB
•	Ghassan Abu Sittah, Political Changes through Medical 

Glasses, Medical School, AUB
10:30 -11:00
West Hall,  
1st Floor

Coffee Break
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Conference Program

Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

11:00-12:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 18: Shifting Geographies of Knowledge and Power: 
Palestine and American Studies
Chair: Elie Haddad , Asfari Institute, AUB
•	 Jaime Veve, US Labor and Palestine: Historical Challenges, 

Future Possibilities, Transit Workers Union, New York City, 
United States

•	Michael Letwin, Labor for Palestine: Challenging U.S. Labor 
Zionism, Labor for Palestine, United States

•	 Rabab Abdulhadi, Palestine and US Feminisms: A Critical 
Reading of NWSA’s BDS Vote, San Francisco State University, 
United States

11:00-12:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Panel 19: War and the End of the American Century
Chair: Omar Dewachi, Global Health, AUB
•	 Franco Galdini, Conflict in Kirkuk: Chaos during and “after the 

‘American century’”, The American University of Central Asia, 
Kyrgyzstan

•	 Selma Mokrani Barkaoui, Parodies of American Empire 
and The Making of a Thirdspace, Badji Mokhtar-Annaba 
University, Algeria

•	 Zahra Abbassi, The Legacy of US Intervention in Iran and 
Its Impact on the Post-Revolutionary Reform Movement, 
George Mason University, United States

11:00-12:45 
West Hall, 
Auditorium C

Panel 20: Seeing: The Problem
Chair: Lisa Parks, UC Santa Barbara, United States 
•	 Françoise Vergès, “When I look, what do I see?” Violence, the 

Capitalocene and Blackness, Collège d’études mondiales, 
France 

•	 Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Make Scene, Let Die: Consciousness, 
Historical Geography, and the Machine, Graduate Center, City 
University of New York, United States 

•	 Avery Gordon, The Bruise Blues, University of California Santa 
Barbara, United States
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Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

11:00 – 12:45
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium 

Panel 21: Fragmenting Empires
Chair: Minoo Moallem, UC Berkeley, United States
•	 Crystal Baik, “The Line Is Always in My Mind”: Militarized 

Borders, Neoliberal Life, and the Possibility of Decolonization, 
UC Riverside, United States

•	Miloud Barkaoui, The “Periphery Strikes Back”: The U.S. and 
the Post-Post-Colonial Fragments of Empire in the Maghreb, 
Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University, Algeria

•	 Sima Baidya, Fragments of American Empire in the Middle 
East, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

•	 Suleiman Hodali, Witnessing Empire: Response-ability 
and Translation in the “Outsider” Testimonies of Jean-Luc 
Godard’s Ici et ailleurs and Jean Genet’s Un captif amoureux, 
UCLA, United States

12:45 – 14:00 Lunch Break (check booklet for lunch options)

14:00-15:45
West Hall, 
Auditorium A

Panel 22: Insecure Empire in the Neoliberal Age
Chair: Nikolas Kosmatopoulos, PPIA, AUB
•	 Inderpal Grewal, Empire of Insecurity: Sovereignties, States 

and Markets, Yale University, United States
•	Minoo Moallem, The Empire of Merchandise, University of 

California Berkeley, United States
•	 Sima Shakhsari, Sanctioned Freedom: Weblogistan and 

Gendered Liberation in Times of War, Wellesley College and 
University of Pennsylvania, United States

•	Onur Kapdan, How Neoliberalism Created Its Gravediggers: 
The Gezi Park Protests and the Transformation of the Turkish 
Youth from Neoliberal Subjects to Radical Agents, UC Santa 
Barbara, United States
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Conference Program

Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

14:00-15:45
West Hall, 
Auditorium B

Panel 23: Infrastructures of Statecraft
Chair: Karim Makdisi, PSPA, AUB
•	 Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt, Crude Power: Oil and American 

Statecraft, 1918-1973, California State University, Stanislaus, 
United States

•	Darren Dochuk, Carbon Gospels: God and Black Gold’s 
American Century, Washington University in St. Louis, United 
States

•	Owain Lawson, Phase “A”: Redesigning the Litani River, 
1948-1955, Columbia University, United States

•	Waleed Hazbun, The Eclipse of the US ‘Empire of the Air’ and 
the Challenge of the Gulf Airlines, PSPA, AUB

14:00 – 15:45
West Hall, 
Auditorium C

Panel 24: Traveling Theory: Decoloniality in the Global South
Chair: Alex Lubin, University of New Mexico, United States
•	 Adam Waterman, History Is a Pile of Debris: Extraction, 

Geology, and the Substance of Coloniality, English, AUB
•	 Anaheed Al-Hardan, Towards an Arab Decoloniality, SOAM, 

AUB
•	 Justin Leroy, Slavery, Settler Colonialism, and the History of 

Black Anti-Imperialism, Harvard University, United States
•	Manu Vimalassery, Decolonial Fugitivity, Barnard College, 

United States
•	 Eric Stanley, Non-sovereign Life: The Black Liberation Army 

and the Underground, UC Riverside, United States
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Day 4: Saturday, January 16, 2016

Day 3: Friday, 15 January, 2016

14:00 – 15:45
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium 

Panel 25: Studying America in Fragments
Chair: Moustafa Bayoumi, CUNY, Brooklyn College, United States
•	 Ebony Coletu, On Demand and Relevance: Transnational 

American Studies in the Middle East and North Africa, 
Pennsylvania State University, United States

•	Greg Thomas, Toward the Sunset of Empire: George Jackson 
and Poetry of Palestinian Resistance, Tufts University, United 
States

•	 Ira Dworkin, Transnational Studies, Local Knowledge: 
Reading Radwa Ashour Reading African American Criticism, 
Texas A&M University, United States

•	Michelle Hartman, The Bright Lights of Imperialism 
Fragmented: Translating and Retranslating Black America in 
Radwa Ashour’s The Journey, McGill University, Canada

•	 Perin Gurel, Between Orientalism and Westernization: Belly 
Dance as a Transnational American Studies Case, University 
of Notre Dame, United States

15:45 – 16:15
West Hall,  
1st Floor

Coffee Break.

16:15 – 18:00
West Hall, 
Bathish 
Auditorium 

Panel 26: Transnational American Studies Roundtable 
Fragments of Empire after the American Century
Interlocutors: Alex Lubin, Steven Salaita, Ruth Wilson Gilmore, 
Mounira Soliman, and Inderpal Grewal
Moderator: Lisa Hajjar

19:30 – 22:00
Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, 
Ballroom

Closing Dinner*

Day 4: Saturday, January 16, 2016
8:30 – 20:30 Optional field trip
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Participants

Participants

Conference Participants 
(alphabetical by first name)

Name Affiliation

Adam Waterman American University of Beirut, Lebanon

Ajay Singh Chaudhary Columbia University / Brooklyn Institute for Social 
Research, United States

Ana Dopico New York University, United States
Anaheed Al-Hardan American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Anjali Nath American University of Beirut, Lebanon

Avery Gordon University of California, Santa Barabara and Birkbeck 
School of Law, University of London

Betty Anderson Boston University, United States
Bob Ross Point Park University, United States
Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicut California State University, Stanislaus, United States

Che Gosset Rutgers University and Barnard Center for Research 
on Women, United States

Chowra Makaremi CNRS Paris, France
Christine Lindner Independent Researcher, United States
Crystal Baik University of California, Riverside, United States
David Kazanjian University of Pennsylvania, United States
David Stein City University of New York, United States

Darren Dochuk Washington University in St. Louis, University of Notre 
Dame, United States

Denijal Jegic Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz, Germany
Ebony Coletu Pennsylvania State University, United States
Eid Mohamed University of Guelph, Canada
Ellen Fleischmann University of Dayton, United States



18

Conference Participants 

Name Affiliation

Elsadig Elsheikh UC Berkeley, United States

Emily Schneider University of California – Santa Barbara, United 
States

Eng-Beng Lim Dartmouth College, United States
Eric Stanley University of California Riverside, United States
Esmat Elhalaby Rice University, United States
Franco Galdini The American University of Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan
Francoise Vergés Collège d’études mondiales, Paris, France
Gayatri Gopinath New York University, United States
Ghassan Abu Sittah American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Greg Burris American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Greg Thomas Tufts University, United States
Hannah Gerber Sam Houston State University, United States
Iman Hamam American University in Cairo, Egypt
Inderpal Grewal Yale University, United States
Ira Dworkin Texas A&M University, United States
Jaime Veve New York City, United States
Jih-Fei Cheng Scripps College, United States
Jillian Schwedler City University of New York, United States
Joo Ok Kim UC Irvine & University of Kansas, United States
Justin Leroy Harvard University, United States
Kency Cornejo University of New Mexico, United States
Kun Jong Lee Korea University, South Korea
Lisa Arnold North Dakota State University, United States
Lisa Duggan New York University, United States
Lisa Marchi University of Trento, Italy
Lisa Parks UC Santa Barbara, United States
Maha El Said Cairo University, Egypt
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Participants

Name Affiliation

Manu Vimalassery Barnard College, United States
Mark LeVine Lund University, Sweden and UC Irvine, United States
Maria Josefina Saldana New York University, United States
Maurice Jr. Labelle University of Saskatchewan, Canada
Max Ajl Cornell University, United States

Max Geller National Students for Justice in Palestine, United 
States

Maytha Alhassen University of Southern California, United States
Michaelle Browers Wake Forest University, United States
Michael Letwin Labor for Palestine, United States
Michelle Hartman McGill University, Canada
Miloud Barkaoui Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University, Algeria
Minoo Moallem University of California, Berkeley, United States
Mounira Soliman Cairo University, Egypt
Munira Khayyat American University in Cairo, Egypt
Nadia Barhoum UC Berkeley, United States
Nate George Rice University, United States
Neha Vora Lafayette College, United States
Omar Dewachi American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Onur Kapdan University of California, Santa Barbara, Turkey
Owain Lawson Columbia University, United States
Paul Amar UC Santa Barbara, United States
Perin Gurel University of Notre Dame, United States
R. Benedito Ferrao The College of William and Mary, United States
 Rabab Abdulhadi San Francisco State University, United States
Rania Abdelrahman Cairo University, Egypt
Ruth Wilson Gilmore City University of New York, United States
Samhita Sunya American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Sara Awartani George Washington University, United States
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Session Chairs

Name Affiliation

Saul Allen University of Michigan, United States
Sayres Rudy Independent Scholar, United States
Selma MokraniBarkaoui Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University, Algeria
Sheila Carapico University of Richmond, United States
Sirene Harb American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Sima Baidya Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Sima Shakhsari Wellesley College and University of Pennsylvania, 
United States

Sophia Azeb University of Southern California, United States
Suleiman Hodali UCLA, United States
Terri Ginsberg American University in Cairo, Egypt
Tsolin Nalbantian Leiden University, Netherlands
Waleed Hazbun American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Yasmin Khayyat Rutgers University, United States
Zahra Abbasi George Mason University, United States
Zafer Parlak Izmir University, Turkey

Session Chairs
Name Affiliation

Adam Waterman American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Alex Lubin University of New Mexico, United States
Anjali Nath American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Ayca Cubucku London School of Economics, United Kingdom
Greg Burris American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Hatim El-Hibri American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Karim Makdisi American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Kirsten Scheid American University of Beirut, Lebanon
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Participants

Name Affiliation

Lisa Duggan New York University, United States
Lisa Parks UC Santa Barbara, United States
Marwan Kraidy University of Pennsylvania, United States
May Farah American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Minoo Moallem UC Berkeley, United States
Moustafa Bayoumi CUNY, Brooklyn College
Nadya Sbaiti American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Nikolas Kosmatopoulos American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Omari Dewachi American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Patrick McGreevy American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Paul Amar UC Santa Barbara, United States
Elie Haddad American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Samhita Sunya American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Sari Hanafi American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Sheila Carapico University of Richmond, United States
Steven Salaita American University of Beirut, Lebanon
Waleed Hazbun American University of Beirut, Lebanon
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Lunch Suggestions

Restaurant Guide

Lunch Suggestions

Crepaway
Offers a wide variety of salty and sweet crepes, burgers, sandwiches, and salads. 
Hamra Main Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 341625. Open: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM, 
7 days a week. Price Range: $5-$20. 

Deek Duke
American fast food. Specialized in chicken wings. Crown Plaza Hotel, Hamra Main 
Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 344744. Open: Approximately from 8:00 AM 
to 12:00PM, 7 days a week. Price Range: $5-$20. 

Istanbouli
Simple and well-priced Lebanese cuisine. Shehab Bldg., Commodore Street, Hamra, 
Beirut. Tel: (961) 01-352049, 961 1 353029. Open: 11:30 AM – 1:00 AM, 7 days 
a week. Average price / person: $12 

Kabab-Ji
Good grilled and skewered meats and kebabs. Bliss Street, Hamra, Beirut (directly 
outside AUB’s Main Gate). Tel: 961 1 375999, Open: 8:00 AM – 1:00 AM, 7 days 
a week. Average price / sandwich – $4 

Malak al Foul
A traditional Lebanese restaurant with hummus, foul, and fatteh. Located near 
AUB off Sidani Street (near Score Market), Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 341589. 
Open:  pproximately from 7AM- 3PM, 7 days a week. Price range: $1-$6 

Socrate Restaurant 
Two blocks up (towards Hamra Street) from AUB’s Penrose Gate, Socrate 
Restaurant offers daily Lebanese dishes and desserts. Bliss Street, Hamra, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 363011
Open: 7:00 am – 10:00 pm, 7 days a week. Average price: $4-$10
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Restaurant Guide

Roadster Diner
American food in an American diner setting. Speicialized in burgers. Crown Plaza 
hotel, Hamra Main Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 738899. Open: Approximately 
from 8:00AM-12:00PM, 7 days a week. Price range: $5-$20

Walimah
This little restaurant, with its charming old style architecture and simple, nutritious 
menu is a constant attraction to local artists. Daily homemade specials. Makdisi 
Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 343128. Open: 11:30 AM – 11:00 PM, Average 
price / person – $6-$15

Napoletana
Italian restaurant with fresh pasta and pizzas. Hamra Street, Strand Bldg, Hamra, 
Beirut. Tel: 961 1 345444. Average price $20/person.

Zaatar W Zeit
Lebanese Fast food, including Manousche. Reasonably priced. Facing AUB. Bliss 
Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 365778. Open: 24/7. Price Range: $5-$10. 

Dinner Suggestions

Abdel Wahab
Lebanese restaurant in the heart of Monot that serves traditional Lebanese food 
and hookahs. Open 24 hrs. 51, Abdel Wahab El Inglizi Street, Achrafieh, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 200550/1

Al Dirwandi
Café/restaurant with a truly Beiruti experience. Relish in the remarkable seaside 
setting and savor some of the most delicious flavors Lebanese cuisine has to 
offer. Ain el Mreisseh, Beirut. Price range: $15-75. Tel: 961 1 366222. Open: noon 
– midnight.

Al Hindi
This place offers contemporary and traditional Indian food cooked with fresh herbs 
and exotic spices. Ain el Mreisseh, Palm Beach Hotel. Casual dining. Open: noon – 
midnight daily. Tel: 961 1 361422. Price range: $15-30.
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Al Mayass 
Traditional and authentic Arabic food with a special Armenian flavor in the heart of 
Achrafieh. Wadih Naim Street, Achrafieh, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 215046. Open: Lunch 
– 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm, Dinner- 7:00 pm – midnight. Average price / person – $25

Au Premier
Swanky French gastronomy restaurant located on the first floor of Le Vendome at Ain 
el Mriesseh Street in Beirut divided into various dining area concepts to suit your 
mood. Price range: $30-75. Tel: 961 1 369280. Opening hours: Mon-Fri 12noon-
3pm, 8pm-11pm; Sat 8pm-11pm.

Blue Note
One of Hamra’s most popular restaurants for its excellent International cuisine 
and for the live Jazz music on the weekends. Makhoul Street, Hamra, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 743857
Open – 12:00 noon – 1:00 am. Average price / person: $20 

Casablanca 
This restaurant offers mouth-watering international dishes made from organic prod-
ucts. Highly recommended. Reservations needed. Ain el Mreisseh Street, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 369334, 961 3 865111 

D.T.
Offers a fusion cuisine at Martyr’s Square, Downtown. Beirut. Tel: 961 1 999932. 
Open: 7:00 AM-1:00AM. Average price / person: $20 and above. 

La Petite Maison
Located in Le Vendôme Intercontinental at Ain el Mreisseh Street, Beirut, La Petite 
Maison offers simple and delicious interpretation of French Mediterranean and 
Niçoise cuisine. Tel: 961 1 368300. Price range: $45-75.Open: weekdays: noon – 
midnight / weekends: noon – 1pm.

La Paillote
La Paillote is located on Ain el Mreisseh Street in Beirut overlooking the sea, and 
provides the perfect setting to enjoy the freshest seafood caught in daily from the 
Mediterranean Sea. Price range: $45-75. Tel: 961 1 369113. Open: noon – midnight.
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Le Rouge
Cozy and loosely refined, it offers a wide variety of international cuisine. Makdisi 
Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 353585. Gouraud Street, Gemmayzeh, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 442366. Price range: $12-$20

Maharaja
Great Indian restaurant overlooking the Mediterranean. Order the korma mutton 
or butter chicken, curries or biryani. Don’t forget the tasty naan bread. Sporting 
Club Swimming Centre, Bain Militaire Street, Beirut. Price range: $15-30. 
Tel: 961 1 742275. Open: 1:30 pm – 11:00 pm.

Margherita
Authentic Italian food. Before paying, you get to choose a number, and if it matches 
the number pulled out of a basket, your meal is free. Gouraud Street, opposite of 
the police station, Gemmazyzeh, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 560480. Price/person: $18-$25 

Mayrig
Located in a lovely, historic building on Pasteur Street in Gemayzeh with excellent 
Armenian cuisine. Tel: 961 1 572121 / 961 3 228227

Movenpick – Borj El Hamam
A charming restaurant located within Movenpick Resort and Hotel at Raouche area. It 
has a beautiful sea view and offers an exquisite Lebanese menu. Tel: 961 1 869666

Pomodoro Pizza
Pomodoro offers a relaxed dining experience embedded in a vintage and genuine 
Italian ambience. Price range: $15-30. Tel: 961 1 379799. Open: 10 am – midnight.

Ristorante Romano 222
Founded by Tomaso Casini in 1950 and in the heart of Beirut’s Ain el Mreisseh Street, 
Romano 222 was Beirut’s first Italian Restaurant catering to offer the best authentic 
Italian cuisine to the city’s elite society by being closer to Italy’s taste, flavor, service 
and ambiance. Price range: $15-50. Tel: 961 1 365222. Open 10 am – midnight.
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Coffee Shops and Sweets

Soto
Good sushi in a simple décor. Reasonable pricing. Completely smoke free. Makdisi 
Street, Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 744144. Open: 12:00PM-11:00PM, 7 days a week. 

Spagettheria Italiana
A rich taste of Italian cuisine with a sea view. Dar Mreisseh, Ain Al-Mreisseh, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 363487. Price / person: $20 and above. 

Scoozi
For Italian food lovers, this is the place to go. Delicious pastas and pizzas at good 
prices. It is located in Verdun Street, which is one of the popular shopping areas in 
Beirut. Verdun Street, Russian Cultural Center Bldg. Tel: 961 1 860882

Sydney’s
Top-floor restaurant with flawless food and an unparalleled panorama of the 
Mediterranean. Located at Le Vendôme Intercontinental, Ain El Mreisseh Street, 
Beirut. Price range: $15-75. Tel: 961 1 369280. Open: 24/7.

Coffee Shops and Sweets

Bohsali
Lebanese sweets shop that serves kenafé and baklava. Tel: 961 1 354400. 
Open: 6:00 am – 6:00 pm 

Costa Coffee
A small coffee shop that offers assorted coffee and cakes. Wi-Fi available, Hamra 
Street, Hamra, Beirut. 

Café Lina’s
Its cuisine, quality, and standards are French Style. Plaza hotel, Hamra, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 755777. Average price per person: $10-$30 
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Café Younes
Old, local coffee shop that serves freshly-roasted coffee, sandwiches, and desserts. 
Wi-fi available. Reasonable pricing. Neamat Yafat Street, off Hamra Main Street 
(near the Crown Plaza), Hamra, Beirut. Tel: 961 1 347531. Open: 8:00AM-12:00AM

Dardachat
Dardachat, which means “chit-chat” in Arabic, is located in Ain el Mreisseh Street, 
Beirut, and provides a variety Lebanese dishes, drinks, and free wi-fi. Indoor and 
outdoor smoking areas are available. Price range: $15-30. Tel: 961 1 372001 
Open: 4/7.

De Prague
A coffee shop with free wi-fi service, and a candle-lit pub with gourmet food in the 
evenings. A classic movie is played every night. Makdisi Street, Hamra, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 3 575282. Open: 10:00AM-12:00AM 

Living Room Coffee Lounge
This lovely café is your home from home, serving tidbits in a relaxed and informal 
setting. The interior is devastatingly gorgeous and colourful, with comfy couches 
and a picturesque view of the sea. Ain El Mreisseh, Beirut. Price range: $15-30. 
Tel: 961 76 899393. Open: 9am – 3am.

Taj Al Moulouk Sweets
Lebanese sweets shop that serves kenafé and baklava. Bliss Street, Beirut. 
Tel: 961 1 864259. Open – 6:00 am – 12:00 am 

Starbucks Coffee
Basic Starbucks located on Ain el Mreisseh, near AUB Sea Gate. Price range: $5-10. 
Tel: 961 1 320167. Open: 7 am – 1 am. 

Bliss Street Shops
In addition to all the suggested places above, a plethora of shops, restaurants, 
snacks are available on Bliss Street, right across from the AUB Main Gate. All of the 
restaurants are safe to eat at, but always exercise caution and common sense.
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