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    The purpose of the lecture is to examine the self-empowering strategies deployed by 
Fadhma Ait Mansour Amrouche in her autobiography Histoire de ma vie. Departing from the 
academic analyses which dismiss this book as no more than an unsophisticated testimony of 
the harsh life endured by Kabyle women within their patriarchal culture, the talk will argue not 
only that Histoire de ma vie challenges, rather than complies with, the patriarchal code, but 
that it goes far beyond the denunciation of female oppression. Indeed, Amrouche’s narrative 
constructs her as a powerful heroine. Instead of lamenting her poor luck or accepting her 
condition as a subaltern, the author seeks various empowering compensations, whether they 
be her advantageous looks, her education and ease with the French language – a rare asset 
in her time – or a set of idiosyncratic rhetorica techniques. 
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