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Course Objectives 

The purpose of this workshop is to introduce students to the craft of writing in four genres: 

nonfiction, fiction, poetry and drama. It acquaints students with elements and techniques 

essential to the process of planning and shaping each of the required genres in order to achieve a 

reasonable level of skill. Emphasis is on the originality of ideas and language as well as the 

ability to craft, revise and edit imaginative manuscripts. In addition to composing original texts, 

students are required to read, analyze, and engage with required readings throughout the 

semester. 

 

Workshops 

Workshops offer the opportunity to explore all four genres from a practitioner’s perspective. 

During each session, students must distribute copies of composed manuscripts to fellow writers. 

Workshopping allows each student to receive feedback from a maximum number of readers 

before revising and editing drafts. Emphasis is placed on effective revision and on developing a 

constructive approach to receiving feedback as well as the ability to evaluate the work of others. 

 

Guest Speakers 

In order to provide an awareness of the literary/writing communities beyond the classroom, guest 

speakers will occasionally be invited to share and exchange ideas regarding various aspects of 

the craft. 

 

Evaluation 

Individual conferences are mandatory and will be scheduled at various intervals during the 

semester to allow students the opportunity to receive an assessment of their work and discuss the 

progress they are making. Prior to the conferences, manuscripts must be submitted along with 

earlier drafts to ensure that the process of writing and not just the completed work is taken into 

consideration. By the end of the semester, portfolios should contain revised manuscripts in all 

four genres. Holistic evaluation is also based on class contribution as well as the readiness and 

goodwill of students in offering and accepting criticism from fellow writers. There is no 

competition in the workshop. We all have stories to tell, a “voice” to discover, develop and share 

at our own pace. 

 

Plagiarism  

Please turn in original work. Plagiarism is a serious breach of the Honor Code at AUB. An 

extended definition of plagiarism is available in the section on Academic Integrity in the Student 

Conduct: Principles and Policies chapter of the AUB Student Handbook. 

 

Attendance 

mailto:rk04@aub.edu.lb


Regular attendance and preparation for class are basic expectations of the course and essential in 

creating a successful workshop atmosphere. The class does not work unless everyone is present, 

on time and prepared.  

 

Grading: 

Class participation: 40% 

Portfolio Assessment 60%  

 

Suggested Text 

 

Burroway, Janet. Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft (Fourth Edition) New York:   

              Longman, 2014 

 

Jason, Philip and Allan Lefcowitz  (eds).  Creative Writer’s Handbook. 

           New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2009. 

 

 Class handouts of nonfiction texts, short stories, poems and plays 

 

Schedule 

 

Week One:     Class Introduction 

 

Assignment:  Through the eyes of a child, write about a childhood episode that has greatly    

                       influenced your life.  

            

 

Week Two: Introduction to nonfiction writing 

                    Workshop childhood episodes 

 

Assignment: Revisit your childhood episode by reflecting on why it remains vivid  

                     and meaningful  

                      

 

Week Three: Workshop second episode 

                       Class handout (memoir excerpts) 

                       Analysis and discussion of nonfiction excerpts 

                       Beginnings and Endings 

                       Combining Episodes (some useful techniques) 

 

Assigment: Revise, edit and combine both episodes using some of the nonfiction techniques 

                    discussed in class 

 

Week Four: Guest speaker, Zena El Khalil, will discuss her memoir, Beirut, I Love  

                     You, alongside the challenges of transforming her text into movie 

 

                     Introduction to fiction writing and techniques 



                     Class handout (short story 1) 

                     Analysis and discussion 

                     Brainstorming for fiction themes 

 

Assignment: Craft the three pages of a short story 

 

Week Five: Class handout (short story 2) 

                    Analysis and discussion 

                    Workshop first three pages of short story 

 

Assignment: Continue writing short story 

 

Week Six: Guest Speaker, Hanan Al-Shaykh, will discuss her books and writing career 

                   Class handout (short story 3) 

                   Analysis and discussion 

                   Continue workshopping short stories 

 

Assignment: Complete short stories 

 

Week Seven: Presentation of short stories 

 

Assignment: Revise and edit short stories. Make sure to include feedback given  

                     during workshop sessions. 

 

 Week Eight:  Elements of Poetry: meter, rhyme, and imagery 

                       Dramatic Poems, Character Poems, Formula Poems, and Free Verse 

                       Close Reading and Analysis of Poems in Poetry Packet (Handout) 

 

Assignment: Write Four Poems 

 

                      Mid-Term Portfolio Due (All drafts must be included) 

 

Week Nine: Poetry Workshop 

 

Week Eleven:   Introduction to Elements of Playwriting  

                          Analysis and discussion of three plays (class handout) 

 

                          Students form Five Working Groups and start working on One-Act Plays 

 

Assignment:   Continue working on plays 

                        

                         

 

Week Thirteen: In-Class Theatre Workshop 

 

Week Fourteen: In-Class Performances of Five One Act Plays (Scripts, Costumes and Props 



                             Required)  

                               

                              

 

Final Portfolio Due (Must Include All Drafts, Revised and Edited Plays, Nonfiction, Fiction 

and Poetry Texts) 
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Course Objectives 

The goal of this workshop is to introduce students to the craft of writing in three genres: 

fiction, poetry and drama. It acquaints students with elements and techniques essential to 

the process of planning and shaping various literary forms in order to achieve a 

reasonable level of skill. Emphasis is on originality of ideas and language as well as the 

ability to draft, revise and edit imaginative manuscripts. In addition to composing original 

texts, students are required to read and analyze the work of major writers and actively 

engage in peer response workshops throughout the semester.   

 

Workshops 

Workshops offer students the opportunity to study all three genres from a practitioner’s 

perspective. Students must compose manuscripts and distribute copies to fellow writers. 

Peer workshops allow each student to receive feedback from a maximum number of 

readers before revising and editing drafts. Emphasis is placed on effective revision and on 

developing a constructive approach to receiving feedback as well as evaluating the work 

of others. 

 

Guest Speakers 

In order to provide an awareness of the literary/writing communities beyond the 

classroom, guest speakers will occasionally be invited to share and exchange ideas 

regarding various aspects of their craft. 

 

Evaluation 

Individual conferences are mandatory and will be scheduled at various intervals during 

the semester to allow students the opportunity to receive an assessment of their work and 

discuss the progress they are making. Prior to the conferences manuscripts must be 

submitted along with earlier drafts to ensure that the process of writing and not just the 

finished work is taken into consideration. By the end of the semester, portfolios should 

contain revised manuscripts in all four genres. Evaluation is also based on class 

contribution as well as the readiness and goodwill of students in offering and accepting 

criticism from fellow writers. There is no competition in the workshop. Each of us has 

stories to tell, a “voice” to discover, develop and share at our own pace. 

 

 

  


