
English 239 - Screenwriting 

AUB Spring 2015-16 

Nicely 101 Tue/Thu 12:30-1:45 

 

Doyle Avant 

doyleavant3@gmail.com 

Fisk 215  Ext. 4130 

Hours: Tue/Thu 11:15 –12:15 + appt. 

 

Course Description  

 

This is a creative writing workshop in which we will conceive, develop and write a well-

crafted original screenplay. We will also view films, read screenplays and texts about 

screenwriting in order to better understand and execute the art of cinematic storytelling. 

 

The final will be a group project (groups of 3-5) in which you will write and direct a short 

film (approximately 5-7 minutes).  

  

Methods 

 

We will discuss and analyze the films we are viewing and writing so that we can unlock  

what makes them tick: Who are the characters? How do they talk and act?  

What world do they live in? What do they want? What will they do to get it?  

What or who is standing in their way? What is at stake? What is set-up of the story  

and where does it take you? What question does the film ask/answer? What combination  

of the above will draw us into the movie and keep us there for two hours? 

 

Students will bring scenes from their in-progress screenplays to class, which we will read, 

dissect and critique beat by beat. These workshop sessions will occur in an atmosphere of 

respect, generosity – and rigor. These critiques will be followed by rewrites and further 

readings.  This class will be a supportive – and challenging - community of writers who 

experiment and take creative risks together. We will learn to write screenplays by writing 

screenplays. 

 

Participation 

 

Your engaged and thoughtful participation in constructively critiquing your fellow students’ 

work is absolutely crucial – and your grade will reflect as much. It is important that you be a 

generous giver and receiver of critical-creative feedback.   Participation includes being 

physically present in class, having done the reading and being prepared to discuss it in depth.  

You should roll into class dying to offer up your brilliant ideas.  
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Attendance 

 

Come to class and be on time. It’s easy. If you’re not here, you can’t participate and that 

doesn’t do your participation grade any favors.  Missing 1/5 of the class meetings can result 

in you being dropped from the course or given a failing grade.  Please note the following 

math: 3 late arrivals = .5 points.   Arriving 25 minutes late 3 times = 1 absence (.5 points). 

 

Life is full of the unexpected, so you can miss one class session without excuse or 

explanation. After that, unexcused absences cost you .5 points per absence. Missing 1/5 of 

class sessions can result in your being dropped from the course or, if the drop period is over, 

receiving a failing grade. This is the last thing I want to do, so come to class. 

 

All those Other Classes 

 

Please note that I will not excuse you from class to take quizzes, exams, "mandatory" 

presentations for your other much less important courses.    Period. 

 

I promise not to schedule mandatory sessions during your other course meeting times and 

your other professors are not allowed to require you to be anywhere Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 3:30 – 4:45. I'm well aware that many professors violate this very clear AUB policy.  

If they try, please bring it to my attention – well in advance – and I will work something 

about with him or her that will not get you in trouble. If you inform me at the last minute and 

miss class, you will be counted as absent. 

 

You have the right to attend all the class sessions for any course you are registered for.  

As far as this course is concerned, you have a professor (me) and a department chair (Dr. 

Sonja Mecher-Atassi) who will back you up fully if any professor tries to deny you that right. 

 

Copies 

 

Scripts to be workshopped will be distributed via email.  

In some cases, you will need to print and physically bring the script to class.  

We might experiment with paperless critique sessions.  

 

Assignments 

 

Complete all assignments and readings before class.  Late assignments will be penalized by 

one letter grade (10 points) per day.  Every assignment will be submitted as: 

1) a hard copy and   2) an e-copy via Moodle.   

 

If you are having difficulty with a deadline – talk to me about it in advance. It is almost 

always better to turn in something imperfect on time than something perfect two or three 

days late. 
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Plagiarism… 

 

in a creative writing class is crazy, no? Don’t do it. If you do, you’ll feel really embarrassed 

and then have to explain to your parents why you got a 42 in Screenwriting. (Though this 

would make for an interesting short film.) The AUB Student Handbook also has some lively 

reading on the subject. 

 

Cell Phones / Computers 

 

Turn them off, put them away and forget you even have one.  You might enjoy the feeling – 

and actually get some writing done. Same goes for computers – unless I decide we are using 

them in a critique session (emphasis on: I decide.)  

 

If you use them for anything not class oriented – I reserve the right to count you absent.  

This will impact your grade in a way that won’t make you happy. 

Please carefully re-read the previous sentence and meditate on it a while.  Ommmm. 

 

Evaluation  

 

Your grade will be determined by the following:  

 

1) Engaged Class Participation    15 %    

2) Assignments      50 % 

3)  Final Screenplay    20 % 

4)  Group Project     15 % 

 

As with any creative writing, it is difficult to objectively grade a screenplay. I will not grade 

you on whether or not I want to go to the theater and see it.  However, you will be graded on 

the quality of your work and the effort you put into it - including the following:  

 

1) your mastery of screenwriting structure and technique 

2) your ability to incorporate some ideas from the critiques into your revisions  

3)  your ability to IMPROVE your script from draft to draft 

 

Texts 

 

Story  by Robert McKee   (excerpts) 

Screenplay  by Syd Field  (excerpts) 

Various Screenplays 

 

Films    

 

We will screen parts of the following films in class. Whatever we don't view in class, you 

will watch at home. This will require you to purchase the DVDs or view the films online.  
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A few things here might change:  

 



Erin Brockovich     Chinatown   Flight 

Casablanca   Wonder Boys 

Mystic River   Thelma and Louise 

Good Will Hunting   Michael Clayton 

 

 

Resources 

 

Celtx.com  (scriptwriting program) 

 

 

Special Needs 

 

If you have documented special needs and anticipate difficulties with the content or format  

of the course due to a physical or learning disability, please contact me and/or your academic 

advisor, as well as the Counseling Center in the Office of Student Affairs (Ext. 3196), as soon 

as possible to discuss options for accommodations. Those seeking accommodations must 

submit the Special Needs Support Request Form along with the required documentation. 

 


