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English 249: Writing Fiction/Dr Tariq Mehmood Ali 

Office: FISK 221.Email: ta35@aub.edu.lb Office Hours. 13.30 to 14.30 MF and by 

appointment. 

 

 

Course Aims to: 

1.  focus on the key elements of characterization, perspective, narrative, narrative 

voice, description, setting and dialogue.  

2.  encourage the development of individual and collaborative work in 

development of creative writing skills. 

3.  understand the importance of learning the value of drafting, revision and 

editing in creative writing. 

4.  develop the ability to write outlines, short stories and novels 

5.  use the work of established writer's to develop one’s own creativity 

 

Course Content 

 

This course will focus on developing an advanced understanding of the key elements in 

writing fiction. Students will explore strategies from the work of established writers in 

characterization, perspective, transition, narrative, narrative voice, description, setting 

and dialogue before experimenting with their own work.  They will be encouraged to 

anchor their creative writing to their own experiences.  In-class workshops will enable 

students to discuss and evaluate techniques used by other writers and apply their 

learning to their own work.  Classes will be predominantly workshop based where 

students will participate in targeted in-class writing to enhance their understanding of 

key elements in the process of creating fiction. Reflection on their own work and that of 

others will be integrated from the start and students are expected to participate in giving 

and receiving feedback and using the knowledge gained to further develop their own 

manuscripts.   

 

 

Following the successful competition of the course the students will be able to: 

 

1.  To demonstrate their skills in the writing of characterization, perspective, 

transition, narrative, narrative voice, description, setting and dialogue. 

2.  To demonstrate the ability to learn and work independently and collaboratively.  

3.  To demonstrate the ability to draft, revise and edit their own creative work as 

well as the ability to provide critical feedback to others. 

4.  To demonstrate the ability to write fictional outlines. 

5.  To demonstrate the ability to learn from the work of other published writers.  
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Assessment 

 

 

Assignment  Assessment Wei

ghti

ng 

% 

Word count Learning 

Outcomes 

Short story Edited version of in-class 

writing along with home 

work development including 

drafts 

15 2000 1, 2, 3 

Outline An outline of the section of 

the novel showing the 

narrative structure as well as 

characterisation. 

10 1000 1, 4 

Novel Section Edited version of in-class 

novel writing along with 

home work development 

including drafts 

30 5000 1, 3, 4, 5 

Attendance Weekly register 15  2, 3 

Participation In class collaborative work. 10  2, 3, 5 

Revision and 

Redraft 

Incorporation of feedback 

into development of work 

and final edited submission 

10  2, 5 

Portfolio The submission of a final 

portfolio that will consist of 

the final submissions as well 

as all drafts. 

10  1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Total  100   
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What is required of you? 

 

You are required to keep, maintain and develop a writer’s diary which must be submitted 

in the final portfolio.  

 

You are required to submit a formative draft of written assignments at the designated 

dates.  The final manuscript must clearly reflect the process of revision, redrafting and 

editing.   

 

Required Text 

 

You will be provided with a list of required texts relevant to each unit which will be 

available at the  AUB bookshop or of given out as handouts. 

 

Evaluation 

 

The course is designed to help you enhance your understanding of the process of 

creative writing as it relates to the writing of short stories and novels. As such in the 

course there is no competition between you.  You all have stories to tell. All your stories 

are unique and all are worthy of being told. What I am looking for is how you will take 

basic/raw ideas and turn them into fiction.  I will place great emphasis on not only the 

final manuscript but how it was arrived at.  Therefore, in the evaluation, the 

maintenance of your writer’s notebook, class attendance and participation in the 

workshop is as important as your final written submission.  

 

Attendance 

 

 Regular attendances as well as preparation are the basic expectations of the 

course.   

 

 There is absolutely no SMSing or going on social media in class. Any student 

doing this will lose 1 point of their overall grade, each time they do this in class. 

 

 Workshops only work if everyone is prepared, punctual and present. 

 

 If you miss a class for any reason, you must submit a sick-note from the AUB. 

Without this you will be marked as absent. There are no exceptions 

 

 If you are more than 10 minutes late you will be marked as absent. Apart from a 

sick note from the AUB, there are no exceptions. 

 

 If you miss more than 25% of classes you will be withdrawn.  
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Plagiarism 

 

You must only submit original work. Stories that you may have submitted for previous 

modules would need to be revised and substantially developed in order for it not to be 

constituted as self-plagiarism.. The AUB has a very strict policy on Plagiarism. Please 

consult the hand-book for further information. 

 

Indicative Schedule – This is subject to change. 

 

 

Week 1: Introductions 

What the course is about and what is expected of you 

Deadlines 

 

Get Writing 

 

Unit One: Weeks 1 to 4: THE SHORT STORY 

  

 

Units s 2 and Unite 3:  To the End of Semester. The Outline and the Novel 

 

 

 

Required Readings: 

 

Men In The Sun, Ghassan Kanafani 

You’re Not Proper, Tariq Mehmood 

Heart of Darkness, Conrad 

 

Other short stories/extracts which will be provided during the course. 

 

Each student will provide a chapter from a novel of their choice, not more then 30 pages 

which will be read in class (The student will do a 4-5 minute present on the chapter) 

 

Recommended Readings 

The Time of White Horses, Ibrahim Nasrallah 

Aspects of the Novel, Forster 

The Naïve and the sentimental novelist, Orhan Pamuk 

God of Small things, Arundhati Roy, 
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini 

Anna Krenina, Tolstoy 

The Wife, Chekov 

Metamorphasis, Kafka 

 

 

 


