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Course Description: 

This course is an introduction to the study of speech sounds. We will discuss (1) articulatory 

phonetics (whether sounds are voiced or voiceless and how and where speech sounds are 
produced), (2) acoustic phonetics (how speech is transmitted as waves), and (3) perceptual 
phonetics (how sounds are perceived). We will examine the articulatory characteristics of 
consonants and vowels through MRI movies and X-Ray films, analyze acoustic properties of 

sounds through spectrograms, and practice transcribing speech in the International Phonetic 
Alphabet. We will also explore how languages differ in their sound systems and discuss 
phonological rules that govern pronunciation. We will study the applications of phonetics and 
phonology in sociolinguistics, child language development, second and foreign language 

learning, and English loanwords in Arabic. 
 

Course Learning Objective: 

By the end of the semester, you should be able to:  

1. Identify the anatomy of the human speech production system 
2. Explain the speech production mechanism 
3. Recognize and describe the articulatory properties of consonants of English, Arabic, 

and other languages: voicing, place of articulation, and manner of articulation 

4. Recognize and describe the articulatory properties of vowels and diphthongs of 
English, Arabic, and other languages 

5. Analyze and classify the consonants, vowels, and diphthongs in Lebanese Arabic and 

in other regional dialects of spoken Arabic  

6. Distinguish between phonemes and allophones as well as morphemes and allomorphs 

7. Discuss the phonological rules of American English and contrast them with those of 

Modern Standard Arabic and Lebanese Arabic 

8. Transcribe speech in the International Phonetic Alphabet 

9. Identify the suprasegmental features of speech: stress, tonic syllables, juncture, length, 

intonation, and pitch contours 

10. Analyze speech sounds acoustically: waveforms and spectrograms  

11. Identify the phonological processes in children’s language  
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Course Materials: 

All course materials: lectures, assigned readings, and assignments will be available on 
Moodle.  

 
Course Assessment:  

▪ Attendance and class participation:10% 
▪ Assignments: 20% 

▪ Exam 1: 20% 
▪ Exam 2: 20%  
▪ Final exam: 30%  
 

Late Work:  
All assignments are expected to be handed in on time. Assignments submitted past the due 
date will be subject to a 5% grade deduction per day late. After 48 hours from the deadline, 
the assignment will not be graded.  

 
Attendance:  
To be an active member in this class, attend all class sessions, participate in discussions and 
in online forum activities, check assigned readings and PPT lectures, and submit your 

assignments in a timely manner.  
 

Academic Integrity:  
Whenever you draw on another’s work, you must specify what you borrowed, whether facts, 

opinions, or quotations, and where you borrowed it from. Using another person’s documented 
ideas or expressions in one’s writing without acknowledging the source constitutes 
plagiarism. (For more information about the Plagiarism Policy, refer to the Students’ 
Handbook https://www.aub.edu.lb/SAO/Documents/New%20Student%20Handbook-

2019.pdf) 
 
Credible evidence of cheating or plagiarism will result in course failure.  
 

Resources for students 

 

Accessible Education Office:  

AUB strives to make learning experiences accessible for all. If you anticipate or experience 

academic barriers due to a disability (such as mental health, learning difficulties, mental 
health conditions, chronic or temporary medical conditions), please inform 
the Accessible Education Office early on in the semester. In order to ensure that you receive 
the support you need and to facilitate a smooth accommodations process, you are encouraged 

to contact the Accessible Education Office at accessibility@aub.edu.lb; +961-1-350000, 

x3246; West Hall, 314. 

   
 
Title IX Coordinator:  

AUB is committed to facilitating a campus free of all forms of discrimination including 

sex/gender-based harassment prohibited by Title IX. The University’s non-discrimination 
policy applies to, and protects, all students, faculty, and staff. If you think  you have 
experienced discrimination or harassment, including sexual misconduct, we encourage you to 
tell someone promptly. If you speak to a faculty or staff member about an issue such as 

harassment, sexual violence, or discrimination, the information will be kept as private as 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/SAO/Documents/New%20Student%20Handbook-2019.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/SAO/Documents/New%20Student%20Handbook-2019.pdf
mailto:accessibility@aub.edu.lb


possible, however, faculty and designated staff are required to bring it to the attention of the 
University’s Title IX Coordinator. Faculty can refer you to fully confidential resources, and 
you can find information and contacts at www.aub.edu.lb/titleix . To report an incident, 

contact the University's Title IX Coordinator Ms. Mitra Tauk at 01-350000 ext. 2514, or 
titleix@aub.edu.lb . An anonymous report may be submitted online via EthicsPoint at 
www.aub.ethicspoint.com= 
 

  
Tentative Course Schedule  
 Topics (Readings available on Moodle) 

 
Assignments and exams 

Week 1 Class introduction 
Discussion of syllabus  
 
Speech production: physiology of speech 

 
 
 

Week 2 Articulatory phonetics: Consonants 
  

Assignment #1 

Week 3 Articulatory phonetics: Vowels 
 
 

 

Week 4  Phonetic transcription   
 
 

 

Week 5  Acoustic phonetics 
 
Reading spectrograms  

Exam 1 

Week 6  Phonology 
 

  

Week 7  Dialect and accent variation 
 

Assignment #2 

Week 8  World languages and air stream 
mechanism 
 

 

Week 9  Phonology 
 

Assignment #3 

Week 10  Suprasegmental features 
  

 

Week 11 Suprasegmental: intonation and tone 
 
 

 

Week 12  MSA and dialects 
 

Exam 2 

Week 13 Clinical phonetics  
Week 14 Language acquisition Assignment #4 
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