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e pect  for the dignity and
he:'subjects of researcho
=i P ur s Ltherighttod trytodindiout as
~— ~ carefully and accurately as possible, but also the right of
. - Ssociety to knowo

Pring (2000: 143)
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& 'lt.o(al"l'e‘- et hi.cso0  refers to-the n
O NISIINCE tlon through to-its-completion and-publicationof

[Estlisiand beyond 1 for example the curation of data and physical
Selinples ¢ fter the research has been published

S

o . ESRC (2005)
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embody 1 ndi vidual and con
— = -u‘pon adherence to a set of principles which may be explicit and

- ;-. - codified or implicit, and which may be abstract and impersonal or

' concrete and personal 0.

- Zimbardo (1984)

School of Education, University of
Leicester 3



™

esearchretnics in the so

“an
’

WY Bother
SCIECESA

gl o e p:] I 0)&: (o]7-C 1) =P ra &eldefihed as iHcluding
[vinle] nununr-

uiEn ..)J‘LQL who have recently died (cadavers, human remains
and k JJJ&/’ arts)

C em_)ﬁ 0s and foetuses,

S-fiumanitissue and bodily fluids,

— A human data and records (such as but not restricted to medical,
e—:-.ﬁ. ~genetic, financial, personnel, criminal and administrative records
-~ __ -and test results mcludlng scholastic achievements).
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eI piential physical’orfpsychological harm, diSComiort of Stress'to
pUIMERNOEI CIPANTS that-a research projectmight.generate. In.social =
SeCllle @ h-C: & fe s ear-che-tthis-- i nclude r 1 s

peIsenalsocial standing, privacy, personal values and beliefs,
MEIlEIRgthe adverse effects (to them) of revealing information that
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ielaiestionllegal, sexual, or deviant behaviour.
theirElinkstto family and the wider community,
EOtEIFposition in occupational settings,
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— — Research which carries no physical risk can be disruptive and
-~ damaging to research subjects either as individuals or as whole
communities or categories of people,
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VWieh "uht.,rjgés arise
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c}wf anse at any stage of a research project
PR (Cohen et al., 2000: 49)
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ihe ruuf‘ fthe project itself;
ZThe conte xt ‘of the research:
A er edures adopted;
= :::,_ thods ‘of data collection;
» "Nature ‘ofithe participants;
_»—A’The type of data collected,;

- A What is done with the data and how it is disseminated .
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there'more than minimal risk to
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RESeateninvolving s :
*  vulperaole craugs = aicf dgildran age youge) gagoletitasamvitneE e
cisebllligfede n|t|ve impairment; orindividuals-in a dependent relationship

,anu\/(,fzeo e ¢ gr-. plat t-i-c: pant:so 1 ll-egal O |
\J\/M/ubmg(, of violence, their abuse or exploitation, their mental health, their
gederorethnic status

wnar@ permission of a gatekeeper is normally required for initial access to
MEMBErS & €.g. ethnic or cultural groups, members of the armed forces or
JJ’]H ates and other members of custodial or health and welfare institutions

- ‘eption or  research conducted with
'_;r @n'sent at the time the study is started

.-—*' " access to records of personal or confidential information, including genetic

—

f_'- - or-other biological information

-A “inducing psychological stress, anxiety or humiliation or causing more than
minimal pain

A intrusive interventions 1 e.g. the administration of drugs or other
substances, vigorous physical exercise, that participants would not normaily
encounter in their everyday life
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Y createrethical framewaorks for

gaticational researc e J’*

clislicaliappreaches to: research do not reduce tne validity
EENEiZIity2efat it highilght) the ConteXtual| S
cwtmmpﬂ? ftl'eS withinrwhichtitias carried out(Kelly, 1989)

Tok _)a t |caI a research project needs to be designed to
\,U'@a -Jrustworthy (valid) outcomes if it is to be believed
10} 0 qoursumg truth.
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"rhe generallsablllty of findings from one situation to
— another is dependent on research being carried out
— ethlcally Trying to answer guestions from an

-~ Inappropriate sample or data set, or choosing an
Inappropriate unit of analysis, may lead to misleading
flndln)gs undermining their transferability (Bassey,
1998).
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RESEHIC] cf Ould be deS|gned reviewed, and undertaken to ensure
IIteyrity; -.m- quallty

,"4

RESEHIE taff and subjects must be informed fully about the
IIPOSE, ,methods and intended possible uses of the research, what
art|01pat|on In the research entails and what risks, if any, are
’I"\ ved Including any risks or threats to anonymity that might
" = arise durmg and beyond the project itself and how these might be
,;-ml ni-mi-sed: or avoided.. Gaining peé
~ participation means researchers giving prospective participants as
much information as possible about the project so that they can
- make an informed decision on their possible involvement.
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or Ethical research 2 @)_ -
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CRgEscentidentiality. ofiinformation supplied by research
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KEYPrinciple

2 RESEZIC ﬁ partIC|pants must participate in a voluntary

B/ [ee’from any coercion. They should be informed of

rné} rightto refuse to participate-or withdraw from an

. Westigation. In cases where research involves

== vulnerable groups such as children or adults with

_.,-,-.:;ff earnlng difficulties, the issue of Informed consent may

- peedtobe managed through proxies who should be
‘either those with a duty of care or who can provide
disinterested independent approval . In the case of
children, researchers cannot expect parents alone to
provi-de di sinterested appr o
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EERo research participants must be avoided, including their: wider
iemilyakiniandicommunitvaResearchidesigns should eonside
,)or,emtlalnn 8 — at’s orvanisatior:= Sr OLesiiess: 0S oOf
BHEreNs no simple rule for getting right the-balance between

rJJzenual ks o participants and'benefits of the-research to a wider
ruwmuwm 4

T‘p ere ma . be exceptional circumstances in some fields of research
wne; With the consent of the participants, some short -term and
£l nal'degree of harm which causes no lasting effects or

= .:9 0) @nged personal discomfort might be acceptable

——

= = S The independence and impartiality of researchers must be clear and
s—i"*" any conflicts of interest must be explicit.

= _A “Research should be conducted so as to ensure the professional
~_Integrity ofiits design, the generation and analysis of data, and the
publication of results, while the direct and indirect contributions of
colleagues, collaborators and others should also be acknowledged.
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@aditying Ethical principles and mor
pliaciices for educational researe
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DEHRINONS of professional ethical practice are often

SRShEined in codes to guide the decisions of researchers.

Buuesihave been developed by the British Psychological

Q‘ouci_ A(L993), the British Sociological Association

1092) Bihe British Educational Research Association

)( 04); the British Association for Applied Linguistics

—— 94) Moral and ethical codes apply equally to
gUantitative research methods as to research based on

—= -qualltatlve data. Jones (2000) points out the importance

_ ofthe code devised by the American Statistical
Association (1998).

University ethics committees police such codes to ensure
that research carried out under their auspices does not
breach them.
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Neumplementthese principles
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Thelres or_13|b|I|§y ior the conductolithe-researchin line-with the
elevantprinciples rests with the principle investigator (Pl

e recpus Nl TerFEnsUAng thatresSeancn s suljecrto
epplopriate ethical review, approval and monitoring lies with the

Ifl:ﬂflfl.lllﬂf vhich employs the researchers

Ins uluuo.u Should have clear transparent, appropriate and effective
procedures in place for ethical approval whenever it is necessary

,n(,(, iSks have been identified, researchers should discuss these
UVILE research participants in order to secure proper informed
= sonsent. However informed consent may be impracticable or
- eanlngless IN Some research, such as research on crowd

,:cf hehaviour; or may be contrary to the research design, as Is often
e Ihe case In psychological experiments where consent would

=~ compromise the objective of the research. In some circumstances i

suchras users of illegal drugst written consent might also create

unnecessary risks for the research subjects.

ESRC (2005)
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RedUeinNg'fisks to participants practic
.. (Cohenetal,
BihiSivelves protecting the rights of the: participants:
SIEIRINIOPTIVACY) .
gliclientee mg anonymlty,
cJuleirel mﬂf --ng confidentiality,
lvuudum Jarm; betrayal, deception.
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C e ds:for Informed consent:

=0 rticipants must be in a position or old enough to
_’f"‘f..: funderstand the choice that they are making

— A’d’ sclosure of purposes of research;
-~ A disclosure of any risks to participants;

A~ taenigion allowing participants to withdraw at any
time.
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