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Abstract:  

The impact of WikiLeaks as a whistleblower on the global media landscape has been both 
vivid and consequential. When WikiLeaks began leaking a series of diplomatic cables, in 
November of 2010, that publicized secret communiqués between US officials and non-US 
officials around the globe, some praised it for facilitating government transparency. Yet, 
those leaks threatened each state’s ability to control information flows and narrative 
constructions about their policies (Handley & Ismail, 2013). In December 2017, a British 
information tribunal – which is roughly equivalent to a court – recognized WikiLeaks as a 
“media organization”, which arguably could have assisted in its founder’s (Julian Assange) 
defense against US extradition on grounds of press freedom (MacAskill, 2017). This 
recognition comes after a years-long, indeed ongoing, contention over the authenticity of 
the journalism practiced by Julian Assange and his creation WikiLeaks – with many 
supporting Assange's journalist identity while others (especially powerful US political 
figures) dissociating the widely-respected concept of journalism from Assange 
and WikiLeaks. In June of 2019, the UK Home Secretary signed a US request to extradite 
Assange after which the case was transferred to the British courts to handle (Mackintosh & 
Cotovio, 2019). Regardless of the case’s eventual outcome, the role of WikiLeaks on 
communication and circulation of data has been vivid and consequential.  
 
But what has the impact of WikiLeaks and related controversies been, if any, on the practice 
of journalism in the Middle East, a region where freedom of the press and journalist welfare 
often face serious challenges? This study conducts semi-structured in-depth interviews with 
6 journalists who have covered the Middle East as part of their investigative work. Some of 
the media organizations the journalists have worked for are based in the Middle East, 
whereas others are based elsewhere but have offices/correspondence bureaus in the 
region. The study seeks to interrogate whether and how this state-of-the-art whistleblower 
and its ripple effects have contributed to media practices against the backdrop of a 
politically intense context where authoritarian regimes are paramount, inevitably 
influencing how journalists do their job.    
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