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Abstract:  

Online news flows and Arab diasporas. A network approach. Globalization and the related 
process of digitalization influence the emergence of national public spheres in the Arab 
world, considered crucial for democratic participation and for the development of 
independent civil societies in the region (Mellor et al. 2011). It is assumed that through the 
increasing use of the internet (Abdulla, 2007), emerging national Arab public spheres 
interact with transnational public communication arenas of the region, the Arab world, and 
the globe (Lahlali, 2001). Yet, there is little knowledge about how the potential of the 
internet shapes the accessibility of this public arena for Arab diaspora communities around 
the globe. This paper addresses empirically the question of whether and to what extent 
news flows emanating from professional Arab online news sources located within the Arab 
world reach audiences outside the Arab world, and whether specific consumption patterns 
are detectable. It presents a network of transnational online news media use based on 
geographically disaggregated total visit data of 630 online outlets in Arabic and originating 
in an Arab country (source: Google Analytics, similarweb.com). The news media outlets 
were selected randomly out of an inductively collected sample of a total of 3000 sources, 
including general and special interest professional online news outlets as well as online 
outlets of radio stations and TV channels. The period investigated spans between 1 March 
and 31 May 2019. Besides an analysis of news flows based on a network approach, the news 
sources were further categorized to allow for more detailed knowledge about the offers 
attracting substantial traffic. Preliminary results show that transnational consumption is 
mainly directed towards national political outlets in cases where the respective country of 
origin lives through conflict or war. Otherwise, transnational news consumption directed 
towards Arab online news outlets from outside the Arab world focuses mainly on the online 
outlets of the big pan-Arab news channels such as Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya. This finding 
goes against the idea of ever diversifying news consumption based on online availability. 
Yet, there is some diversification considering more nationally centered consumption when it 
comes to special interest outlets (economy, culture), or sport news. 
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