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Abstract:  

This paper asks how media infrastructures shape political and media events. The study of 
media infrastructure, as part of the ‘infrastructural turn’ in the social sciences and 
humanities, have deepened our understanding of materiality and political economy of 
communicative practices and the socio-technical systems and protocols that they depend 
on. Studies that focus on the Global South have complicated our understanding of 
infrastructure as that which functions smoothly and in background until a moment of 
spectacular breakdown—rather than an inert physicality which is either ‘on’ or ‘off,’ the 
more complex world of continuous repair and breakdown, and semi-legal relationships to 
the State and corporate entities which govern connectivity. This paper builds from this line 
of inquiry into infrastructure’s complex relationship to the spatial and temporal 
characteristics of mediation by examining how the infrastructure of televisual liveness 
functioned in two media events on Hizbullah’s Al Manar satellite channel—the staging of a 
rocket attack on and Israeli naval ship during the 2006 war on live television, and a video clip 
that dramatizes the channel’s brief interruption of signal during bombardment in that same 
war. The extraordinary everydayness of Al Manar’s live broadcasts is one component in 
these two events which are marked by other media vectors beyond the televisual, such as 
militarized targeting and concealment. Concealment is a heterogeneous set of practices and 
tactics that aim to keep people, places, and things out of sight, undetected, or unnoticed. If 
visualization brings people and spaces into the light, acts of concealment and the socio-
technical systems that enable them keep them in the dark. Concealment is formed in 
relation to the media infrastructures and systems of surveillance, while paradoxically also 
enabling its functioning. To the extent that infrastructure creates conditions of possibility for 
circulation, concealment is a visual modality that remains undetected while circulating (or 
not). Rather than thinking of the relationship between media and events in terms of how 
media circulate the event after the fact, I interrogate how concealment structures the 
material possibility of the event as such, through a focus on the materiality of Al Manar’s 
broadcast signal. 
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