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Abstract: 

Following discussions on how to analyze media systems and bridging some of the topics to be 

discussed at the “Media Infrastructures in the Middle East” conference (e.g. role of the media 

in political imaginaries and repertoires of action; cultural, political and organizational media 

infrastructures) this paper takes a look at the newly formed media structures in the Kurdish 

dominated regions of Northern Syria/Rojava. A region that is often neglected by science. 

The Syrian war shapes the everyday working conditions of Kurdish journalists and the 

existence of media itself. But in those areas that have been liberated from the so called 

“Islamic State”, in the midst of conflict, a new form of media system has been developing since 

2012. What does this system exactly look like? Who are the actors? What are the influences 

of political, cultural and economic structures, traditions, cultural values and religious beliefs 

onto media in Northern Syria? To answer these questions, this paper provides insights into a 

research trip to Northern Syria in 2018.   

The theoretical basis is that of the actor-structure-dynamic developed by the sociologist Uwe 

Schimank. It examines the interaction between individual action and social structures. Three 

types of social structures are important here: structures of constellation (resources), of 

expectation (laws, agreements) and of interpretation (e.g. journalistic beliefs).  

The research is based on 20 interviews with journalists from various media, civil servants, 

military personal (SDF) and a representative of the regional journalists' association YRA, which 

were conducted during a four-week stay in Northern Syria between March and April 2018. 

Research was added by field observation in editorial offices, for example in the news agency 

ANHA, and the collecting of documents. 

The research shows that beyond the logic of profit and the ideal of objectivity, mostly young 

Kurdish journalists (especially women) produce media that take sides in favor of the societal 

change, which takes place in Rojava. The Kurdish media are shaping the political imaginaries 

of the people and are an educational tool for the people living in the region of Northern Syria. 

The journalists see themselves as actors of change in the broader context of creating a new 



society. From the theoretical perspective of Schimank, the destruction of established 

structures formed by the authoritarian Assad-regime in the past decades, makes it possible 

for the Kurdish actors to establish new structures in the media sector.  
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