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Abstract: 

The debate about infrastructure in Lebanon is always present in the social sphere, but 
especially in the Media. Local Lebanese media, along with the international media, portray 
Lebanon as an underdeveloped country with a failing infrastructure. Infrastructural failure – 
and by that, I mean the failure to provide the services that facilitates life, is obvious, out in 
the public, and excessively articulated. Furthermore, a constant source of the Lebanese 
state funding pumped to the countries’ economy through developed countries. Most 
political debates and discourses regarding Lebanon’s infrastructure disseminate two main 
pieces of information: that Lebanon’s infrastructure fails every day and that its government 
is weak/absent. In this paper, I aim to contest both those claims; Lebanon’s infrastructure is 
not failing, and its government is neither weak or absent. By putting theory of social 
movements, securtization, media and infrastructure in conversation, I suggest an ‘upside 
down’ gaze at infrastructure, where I question, does Beirut’s infrastructure really fail to 
achieve the target it was designed to fulfill? What possibilities can a different perspective on 
theorizing infrastructure allow us to understand? The failure of what is perceived as the 
“traditional” (Simone, 2010) understanding of urban infrastructure such as dysfunctional 
roads and bridges allows the development of an infrastructure that can be instrumentalized 
to constitute, ingrain and consolidate an infrastructure of oppression by the state. Through 
this angel, I elucidate how infrastructure and the undergirding and collision of the social, 
economic and political form a very successful infrastructure of oppression. Infrastructure of 
oppression is a mechanic-discursive assemblage, as Deleuze, and Guattari, (1988) put it; “an 
assemblage of enunciation” of discourse and language – not only matter, but also the life of 
matter. The concealing of the production of oppressive infrastructures allows for another 
formation; it allows the state to establish a well sanitized intention to provide functional 
services falling under the guise of the greater good. I argue that the media portrayal of 
traditional infrastructure failure is discursively facilitating the infrastructure of authoritarian 
state success. I make this argument in the context of Beirut by providing a brief genealogy of 
traffic jams, the country’s new traffic law and way it was used during the “You Stink” 
uprising to arrest protestors leading to a more visible unapologetic solidification of the 
police state. 
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