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Abstract: 

At least since the 2009 Green Uprising, state cultural producers have been actively creating 
television content to promote narratives of resistance against “cultural invasion,” a term 
already coined by Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei in the 1990s, and more increasingly, 
against “projects of infiltration” and various events of “sedition,” such as the “Sedition of 
‘96.” Much of this content is produced by cultural organs linked to Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards, such as the Basij Center at state television, or directors and producers who are 
affiliated with these units, and relies on discourses of resistance and martyrdom that have 
been propagated by state bodies since the 1980s. Many of the newer creations, such as the 
recently much-talked-about series “Gando,” are polished media creations that rely on well-
endowed state media infrastructures and means of production. In many ways, one could 
view the 2009 Green Uprising as a catalyst and turning point in the official use of new 
media. If new media technology – especially social media – were utilized by pro-reform 
groups to articulate and represent their messages of greater freedoms and rights within the 
public sphere leading up to 2009, following the 2009 protests state security bodies have 
taken decisive steps to restrict the use of new media for such imaginaries and social 
movements, and enhance its use for their own aims of monitoring and restricting of 
activities perceived as “threats to national security” as well as the spread of their messaging. 
It is also now apparent that vast sums of money are invested in these projects. This paper 
attends to this turn in the use of new media, from one that afforded spaces and possibilities 
outside of the strict control of state media, to one that has increasingly been used and 
coopted for greater securitization of this virtual, and by extension, actual sphere. 
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