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Abstract:  

Following materialist approaches (e.g. post-Autonomia and German media theory) to media 
studies and the emerging interest in the concept (both in the region and beyond), this paper 
argues for the inclusion of the archive into the analytical toolbox of contemporary media 
researchers. As a concept, the archive immediately points to issues such as knowledge/power, 
agency and political authority; it also has both material and symbolic understandings. With the 
archive as a guiding concept, one moves from communication to recording and storage, from 
speech to memory and, it is contended, from public to commons. The archive is a good 
alternative to technological fetishism, Habermasian as well as positivist sociological accounts of 
digital media as it puts firmly back on the table the role of the state and capital; they both run 
entirely on archival enclosures now. Contemporary social movements, the demands they make 
and the practices they perform can be also be seen through an archival perspective. 
Movements fight over existing archival institutions and create their own. In fact, the paper 
argues that the appropriation of the archival function should be seen as the main challenge that 
movements using digital media pose to constituted authorities and corporations. By way of 
conclusion, the paper argues that media infrastructures should be re-imagined as archival 
commons, that one should actively contribute to movements building and expanding them. The 
list of examples grows every day, like “seeds beneath the snow”: from community networks to 
open-source platforms, from shadow libraries to P2P networks. What is still needed, though, to 
render them sustainable, is the articulation of these instances with an alternative economic 
infrastructure freeing them from both state and market forces.   
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