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'All so-called "quantitative" data, when 
scrutinized, turn out to be composites of 
"qualitative"—i.e., contextually located 
and indexical—interpretations produced 
by situated researchers, coders, 
government officials and others.'   
Anthony Giddens, 1986 

 
 
1. Course Learning Outcomes 
 
Analysis of Social Data delves deeper into some of the statistical analyses used in 
sociological research. This course introduces you to the basic concepts in statistics and the 
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).  
 
Consequently, by the end of this course you should: 

1- have a good grounding in statistical analyses 
2- be very familiar with the SPSS package 
3- be able to enter and clean raw data into SPSS 
4- conduct basic transformation and test for reliability 
5- produce and analyse descriptive statistics 
6- be familiar with bivariate statistical analyses (Pearson’s r, ANOVA etc.). 
7- be familiar with multivariate statistical analyses (Regression, F-ANOVA etc.) 
8- be familiar with network analysis software (UCINET + NetDraw) 

 
 

2. Resources Available to Students 
 

- Agresti A. and Finley, B. (2009), Statistical Methods for the Social Sciences 
(Fourth Edition), New Jersey: Prentice-Hall 

- George D. and Mallery. P (2003), SPSS for Windows: Step by Step (Fouth 
Edition), Pearson Education, Inc. 
 
 

3. Grading Criteria 
 
Your final grade in this course will be the result of your grades on the quizzes, final exam, 
projects, reports, and research participation. The distribution follows the table presented 
below: 

 



Exam Type Percent 

Attendance Attendance and Participation 5% 

Short Reports & 
Exercises  

one page report and/or SPSS exercises to help you 
practice what was learned in class.  

15% 

Quizzes (2) 50% multiple choice; 50% open ended questions or 
exercises 

50% 

Final Exam 50% multiple choice; 50% open ended questions or 
exercises 

30% 

 
 
4. Course Policy 
 
Please be aware that AUB regulations related to academic dishonesty are quite clear (see 
AUB webpage for details). Cheating at exams, plagiarism, presenting work you did not 
do, violating rules of proper academic conduct and other related matters will be dealt with 
according to strict AUB recommendations. Academic dishonesty may produce an 
automatic and irreversible fail. 

 
Furthermore, missing an exam or failing to present on the assigned date will lead to a 
rescheduling or make up exam only if the student provides an adequate AUH medical 
note, or excuse letters that are acceptable by the AUB administration. 

 
Emails and Moodle are core element in our communication: Suggested reading lists, 
lecture abstracts, seminar outlines and other relevant material will be regularly emailed to 
you or posted on Moodle. Consequently, regular access to your email accounts and 
familiarity with the internet are crucial elements if you are to keep up with the 
developments in this course.  
 
 
5.  Topics Covered 
 

Topic Topic Assignments 

1 General Introduction Chapter 1 
2 Sampling and Measurement Chapter 2 
3  Descriptive Statistics Chapter 3 
4  Probability Distributions Chapter 4 
5  Statistical Inference: Estimation Chapter 5 
6  Statistical Inference: Significance Tests Chapter 6 
7  Comparison of Two Groups Chapter 7 
8  Analyzing Association between Categorical Variables Chapter 8 
9  Linear Regression and Correlation Chapter 9 
10  Introduction to Multivariate Relationships Chapter 10 
11 Multiple Regression and Correlation Chapter 11 
12 Comparing Groups: Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) Chapter 12 
13 Introduction to Network Analysis Handout 

 
 


