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SOAN 231 Sociological Theory 

American University of Beirut 

Spring 2017 

 

Convener: Dr. Anaheed Al-Hardan  

Email: aa238@aub.edu.lb  

Office: Nicely 201C  

Office Hours: Wednesdays 9:00am-12:00pm (by appointment only) 

 

Course Description 

 

This course will introduce students to a cross section of the main theorists and schools 

of modern Western social theory and social theory emanating from the Global South 

with relevance to the discipline of sociology. Students will read classical Western 

sociological theorists, like Marx, Weber and Durkheim, as well as critical post-World 

War II theory such as that of the Frankfurt School and poststructuralism. This theory 

will be assessed from the vantage point of the Arab world and the global south more 

broadly, bringing it into conversation with thinkers and themes relevant to the 

colonial and postcolonial world. The latter includes the Global South in the Global 

North, Arab and Asian sociology, and feminist, decolonial, postcolonial critical race 

and Indigenous theory.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Critically identify the main classical sociological theorists and schools of 

thought in the Western social theory tradition 

• Critically identify a cross section of social theorists and theories emanating 

from the Global South, including the Global South in the Global North 

• Critically assess what constitutes disciplinary origins and theory in sociology 

viz. colonialism and the politics of knowledge production  
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Class Structure 

 

The first half of the class is based on a lecture that will cover the major themes and 

issues of the readings for the week in question. The second half of the class is based 

on a detailed discussion of the readings. Students must come to the class having at 

least read the set readings for the week in question and participate in the class 

discussion in a way that demonstrates a close reading of the set texts. Students’ 

attendance and participation constitutes 10% of their overall grade. 

 

Course Material 

 

There is no set text for the course. All course materials have been digitized and are 

available on Moodle. Weekly reading materials are divided into set and recommended 

readings. It is recommended that students go beyond the set readings in order to gain 

a more thorough understanding of the themes of the week in question, and in order to 

be able to draw on a wide variety of sources for their course assignments. 

 

Visiting Scholar (Week 11) 

 

Week 11 will consist of guest lectures by Dr. Dana Olwan of the Doha Institute for 

Graduate Studies. Dr. Olwan will be visiting AUB as part of an AUB-Doha course 

exchange program, and she will lecture on decolonial feminist sociology. The 

readings for her guest lectures will be made available to students in advance. 

 

Course Assignments 

 

There are no exams for this course. Students will be assessed through four course 

assignments. With the exceptions of the presentation, all course assignments are due 

in hardcopy at the beginning of class. You also have to turn in the course assignments, 

including presentation notes or power point, using Turnitin on Moodle before handing 

in the hard copy for plagiarism screening. A late assignment in hard copy or through 

Turnit will lose 5% of the mark for every day that it is late. Submission deadlines are 

non-negotiable, and it is the students’ responsibility to manage their time in a way that 

ensures the submission of the course assignments in a timely manner. Students will 
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automatically fail their assignments and receive 0% if their assignments are handed in 

more than a week late.  

 

Students who fail to turn in their assignments without a valid reason (medical note 

from an AUB doctor for major illness, family bereavement and other extraordinary 

circumstances supported with evidence) will fail the course. Incomplete grades for 

students who fail to turn in their assignments will only be given at the discretion of 

the course convenor and for what constitutes valid reasons as listed above. 

Information on incomplete grades and other grading policies are governed by 

university and departmental rules and regulations, and it is students’ responsibility to 

be informed about them.  

 

Please visit and schedule an appointment with the AUB Writing Center for assistance 

with academic writing and citation: 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/units/writing_center/Pages/index.aspx 

  

Assignment 1: 20min structured class presentation on set reading for class of 

student’s choosing. Class presentations will be allocated during week 2. 

  

Assignment 2: Book Review of 1,500 words is due on Thursday of week 6. Book to 

be reviewed is Karl Marx and Friedrich Engel’s The Communist Manifesto (London: 

Pluto Press, 2008). The word limit for juniors and seniors is 2,000 words. 

 

The book is on course reserve in the library and is available in e-form through the 

university library. It is also available for purchase in AUB’s bookstore.  

  

When writing your book review, begin by setting out the main thesis of the book, 

provide a summary of the book, set out its strength and weaknesses, and conclude by 

stating your position on the book in relation to its main arguments, content, strengths 

and weaknesses. It is recommended that you read academic book reviews in online 

journals to familiarize yourself with a book review format before writing the book 

review. It is the students’ responsibility to familiarize themselves with writing a book 

review. Should students still have concerns about writing book reviews after reading 
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book reviews online or visiting the AUB Writing Center, set an appointment with 

your professor during office hours for consultation. 

 

Assignment 3: 1,500 word essay is due on Thursday of week 9. A list of essay 

questions will be handed out in week 3. Essays will be marked on structure (clear 

introduction, body and conclusion), strength of arguments (demonstrating wide 

reading and in-depth understanding of material), definitions (definition of terms, 

concepts and theories), sources (wikepedia is not a legitimate academic source), MLA 

citation system, clear language and adhering to the word count (grades will be 

reduced for essays that do not stick to the word limit). It is the students’ responsibility 

to familiarize themselves with writing a research essay and with using the MLA 

citation system. Should students still have concerns about research essays after 

reading research essays online or visiting the AUB Writing Center, set an 

appointment with your professor during office hours for consultation. The word limit 

for juniors and seniors is 2,000 words. 

 

Assignment 4: 1,500 word visiting scholar report on Dr. Dana Olwan’s guest lectures 

is due on the last day of class. 

 

Please familiarize yourself with writing a report and reviews of academic events 

through online academic blogs before writing the report (e.g. Critical Legal Thinking, 

Jadaliyya, etc). When writing the report, begin by presenting Dr. Olwan’s main ideas, 

as discussed in class. In the body, provide a summary of the main ideas, themes and 

topics presented in her guest lectures. Conclude by assessing the strengths/weaknesses 

of what you have learnt from her lectures. It is the students’ responsibility to 

familiarize themselves with writing an academic event report. Should students still 

have concerns about writing an academic event report after reading academic events 

online or visiting the AUB Writing Center, set an appointment with your professor 

during office hours for consultation. 

 

Attendance and Participation 

 

Attendance and participation in class discussions count toward 10% of the students’ 

final grades and an attendance record will be taken. An absence results in the 
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reduction of 1.5% from the student’s attendance and participation grade and students 

who miss more than a fifth of their classes (a total of six meetings) will be withdrawn 

from the course without notice. It is the students’ responsibility to make up for what 

they miss, including what they miss on official Lebanese holidays.  

 

Students are also expected to read the set texts and participate in the class discussion. 

A failure to read the set texts or to participate in class discussions in a way that 

demonstrates a close reading of the set text will result in the reduction of students’ 

attendance and participation grade. 

 

Plagiarism 

 

Whenever students draw on another’s work, they must specify what they borrowed, 

whether facts, opinions, statements or quotations, and where they borrowed it from. 

Using another person’s documented ideas or expressions in one’s writing without 

acknowledging the source constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offence in 

AUB. Students who are caught plagiarizing will receive a 0% for the assignment in 

question and face serious disciplinary action. You can learn more about what 

constitutes plagiarism through AUB's Plagiarism Tutorial and Test page: 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/it/acps/services/plagiarism/plagiarism_test/Pages/home.aspx 

 

Students with Learning Disabilities 

 

AUB strives to make learning experiences as accessible as possible. If students 

anticipate or experience academic barriers due to a disability (including mental health, 

chronic or temporary medical conditions), please inform the course convener 

immediately so that options can be privately discussed.  In order to help establish 

reasonable accommodations and facilitate a smooth accommodation process, students 

are encouraged to contact the Accessible Education Office: accessibility@aub.edu.lb; 

+961-1-350000, x3246; West Hall, 314. 

 

Grading System 

 

90-100 (Outstanding)   
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85-89 (Excellent)   

80-84 (Very Good)   

75-79 (Good)   

70-74 (Fair)   

60-69 (Weak)   

Below 60 (Fail) 

 

Assessment Breakdown 

 

Attendance and Participation: 10% 

Presentation: 15% 

Book Review: 25% 

Seminar Report: 25% 

Essay: 25% 

 

Weekly Readings 

 

Week 1: What is sociology, what is theory? 

 

Tuesday 

 

General introduction 

 

Thursday 

 

bell hooks “Theory as Liberatory Practice,” in Yale Journal of Law and Feminism 4 

(1991): 1-12 

 

Week 2: What is sociology (cont’d) & Ibn Khaldun 

 

Tuesday  

 

Grosfoguel, Ramón (2013) “The Structure of Knowledge in Westernized Universities: 

Epistemic Racism/Sexism and the Four Genocides/Epistemicides of the Long 16th 
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Century,” Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge: Vol. 11: 

Iss. 1, Article 8: http://scholarworks.umb.edu/humanarchitecture/vol11/iss1/8/ 

 

Thursday  

 

Syed Farid Alatas, “Introduction” & “The Errors of History and the New Science: 

Introduction to the Muqadimma,” Applying Ibn Khaldun: The Recovery of a Lost 

Tradition in Sociology (London and New York: Routledge, 2014) pp. 1-24 

 

Week 3: Karl Marx 

 

Tuesday  

 

Karl Marx and Friedrich, “Bourgeois and Proletarians” & “Proletarians and 

Communists,” The Communist Manifesto (London: Pluto Press, 2008) 

 p. 31-66 

 

Thursday  

 

Karl Marx (1845), “Theses on Feuerbach”: 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/ 

 

Week 4: Max Weber 

 

Tuesday 

 

Max Weber, “Author’s Introduction” and “Religious Affiliation and Social 

Stratification,” The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (London and New 

York: Routledge, 2005), pp. xxiii-12 

 

Thursday 

 

Max Weber, “The Spirit of Capitalism,” and “Asceticism and the Spirit of 

Capitalism,” The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (London and New 
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York: Routledge, 2005), pp. 13-23 & 102-125  

 

Week 5: W.E.B. DuBois & The Atlanta School 

 

Tuesday 

 

Julian Go. “The Case for Scholarly Reparations,” Berkeley Journal of Sociology, 

2006: http://berkeleyjournal.org/2016/01/the-case-for-scholarly-reparations 

 

W.E.B. DuBois, “Of our Spiritual Strivings” and “Of the Dawn of Freedom,” The 

Souls of Black Folk (University of Missouri Press, 2003) pp. 3-32 

 

Thursday 

 

W.E.B. DuBois, “The Scope of this Study,” “The Problem” and “The Contact of the 

Races,” The Philadelphia Negro: A Social Study (University of Pennsylvania Press, 

1996), pp. 1-9 & pp. 322-367 

 

Week 6: Emile Durkheim 

 

Tuesday  

 

Emile Durkheim, “Preface”, “Introduction” & “What is a Social Fact?” The Rules of 

Sociological Methods (New York: The Free Press, 1982), pp. 31-59 

 

Thursdays 

 

Emile Durkheim, “Definition of Religious Phenomena and of Religion,” The 

Elementary Forms of Religious Life (New York: Collier Books, 1961), pp. 37-88 
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Week 6: The Frankfurt School – Book Review due 

 

Tuesday 

 

Max Horkheimer. “Tradition and Critical Theory,” in Critical Theory: Selected 

Essays (New York: The Seabury Press, 1972), pp. 188-243.  

 

Thursday 

 

Walter Benjamin. “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” in 

Illuminations, ed. Hannah Arendt (Pimilco, 1999), pp. 217-252. 

 

Week 7: Poststructuralism 

 

Tuesday 

 

Screening of film on Michel Foucault. 

 

Thursday 

 

Michel Foucault. “Of Other Spaces,” in Diacritics 16 (Spring 1986), 22-27 

 

Week 8: Postcolonial Theory 

 

Tuesday 

 

Gurminder Bhambra. “Sociology After Postcolonialism: Provincialized 

Cosmopolitanisms and Connected Sociologies,” in Decolonizing European 

Sociology: Transdisciplinary Approaches by Encarnacion Gutierrez Rodrigues, 

Manuela Boatca and Sergio Costa (eds) (Surrey: Ashgate, 2010), pp. 33-48. 

 

Thursday 

 

Encarnacion Gutierrez Rodrigues. “Decolonizing Postcolonial Rhetoric,” in 
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Decolonizing European Sociology: Transdisciplinary Approaches by Encarnacion 

Gutierrez Rodrigues, Manuela Boatca and Sergio Costa (eds) (Surrey: Ashgate, 

2010), pp. 49-67 

 

Week 9: Decolonial Theory – Essay due 

 

Tuesday 

 

Walter Mignolo, “Coloniality: The Darker Side of Western Modernity,” The Darker 

Side of Western Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2011), pp. 1-24 

 

Thursday 

 

Ella Shohat and Robert Stam (2012) “Whence and Whither Postcolonial Theory?” 

New Literary History 43 (2): 371-390  

 

Week 10: Indigenous Theory 

 

Tuesday 

 

Linda Tuhiwai Smith, “Imperialism, History, Writing, Theory,” Decolonizing 

Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples. 2nd ed. (London and New York: 

Zed Books, 2012), pp. 20-43 

 

Thursday 

 

Aileen Moreton-Robinson, “Whiteness, Epistemology and Indigenous 

Representation,” in Aileen Moreton-Robinson (ed.) Whitening Race: Essays in Social 

and Cultural Criticism (Canberra: Australian Studies Press, 2004), pp. 25-88 
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Week 11: Decolonial Feminisms (Visiting Scholar ) 

 

Tuesday @ 11am in Niceley 204 

 

Maria Lugones (2010) “Toward Decolonial Feminism,” Hypatia 25 (4): 742-759. 

 

Thursday @ 11am in Niceley 204 

 

Arvin, Maille, Eve Tuck, and Angie Morrill (2013) “Decolonizing Feminism: 

Challenging Connections between Settler Colonialism and Heteropatriarchy,” 

Feminist Formations 25 (1): 8-34.  

 

Week 12: Critical Race Theory 

 

Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic & Ernesto Liendo. eds. Critical Race Theory: An 

Introduction. 2nd ed. New York University Press, New York: 2012. 

 

Tuesday 

 

“Introduction, ” in Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic & Ernesto Liendo. eds. Critical 

Race Theory: An Introduction. 2nd ed. New York University Press, New York: 2012, 

pp. 1-18 

 

Thursday  

 

“Hallmark Critical Race Theory Themes,” in Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic & 

Ernesto Liendo. eds. Critical Race Theory: An Introduction. 2nd ed. New York 

University Press, New York: 2012, pp. 20-42. 
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Week 13: Arab & Iranian Sociology  

 

Tuesday 

 

Abdelkebir Al-Khatibi, “Double Criticism: The Decolonization of Arab Sociology,” 

in Halim Barakat (ed), Contemporary North Africa: Issues of Development and 

Integration (Washington DC: Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown 

University, 1985), pp. 9-19. 

 

Thursday 

 

Ali Shari’ati, “The Pyramid of Cultural Sociology,” in Man & Islam (Houston: 

Islamic Publications International, 1981), pp. 63-81. 

 

Week 14: Asian Sociology + Report on Visiting Scholar due 

 

Tuesday 

 

Kuan-Hsing Chen, “Asia As Method: Overcoming the Present Conditions of 

Knowledge Production,” Asia as Method: Towards Deimperialization (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2011), pp. 211-258. 

 

Thursday 

 

Syed Farid Alatas (2003) “Academic Dependency and the Global Division of Labour 

in the Social Sciences,” Current Sociology 51 (6): 599-613. 

 


