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Obituary

AUB moUrns Professor emeritUs 
Anis BArAkA

Baraka was awarded the Merit Award Decoration and the Lebanese Citizenship 
by the President of the Republic of Lebanon in 2000 (in picture Baraka 

with former Lebanese health minister Karam Karam)

the American University of Beirut mourns the passing away of one of the main founders and 
pioneers in Anesthesiology in Lebanon and the region, and a longtime colleague and friend of the 
University, Dr. Anis Baraka.

Professor emeritus Anis Baraka is an internationally renowned anesthesiologist. He was 
Professor and Chairman of the Department of Anesthesiology at AUB for more than 30 years (1976-
2007), before he was appointed as Professor emeritus. Dr. Baraka was also emeritus editor-in-
Chief of the middle east Journal of Anesthesiology (meJA). With several international awards and 
over five hundred publications in areas covering muscle relaxants, obstetric and cardiac anesthesia, 
as well as anesthesia for children, Dr. Baraka has receive wide international recognition.

He was the Vice-President of the World federation of societies of Anesthesiologists and 
was their representative at the regional Commission of the United nations. He was the President 
of the Arab Board of Anesthesia and intensive Care as well as the Honorary President of the 8th 
Pan Arab Congress. He chaired the Committee on Education and Scientific Affairs of the World 
Federation of Societies of Anesthesiologists and the Examination Committee of the Arab Board 
of Anesthesia and intensive Care. He also worked with Arab countries to help establish the Arab 
Board of Anesthesia and Intensive Care of which he became the Chairman of its Examination 
Committee.
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Born in fayoum in egypt in 1930, Dr. Baraka 
received an mBBCh (Bachelor of medicine, Bachelor of 
surgery) degree in (1953) and completed his residency 
in 1957 in Anesthesiology at Cairo University. He then 
did a research fellowship in 1963 at the University of 
Liverpool and followed it with a residency in 1964 at 
the national Health Hospital, London.

His long association with AUB started when 
he joined the University as an instructor in 1965 and 
was promoted to an Assistant Professor in 1966, an 
Associate Professor in 1971, and a full time Professor 
in 1976. He served as Chairperson of the Department 
of Anesthesiology for the period of 1976-2007. He was 
appointed as Professor emeritus in 2008.

Dr. Baraka served AUB for more than 42 years. 
the period where he took over the Department of 
Anesthesiology at AUBmC in 1974 is referred to 
by his colleagues and department as the “Period 
of Growth and Development” and “unprecedented 
excellence”. In a recount of the “HISTORY OF 
AnestHesiA in LeBAnon and At AUB”, 
authors fouad salim Haddad, mD, fACA, DABA 
Clinical Associate, Department of Anesthesiology, 
and musa khalil muallem, mD, DA Professor of 
Anesthesiology, describe Dr. Anis Baraka’s unique 
contributions. “His warm leadership, pedagogical 
capabilities, extraordinary ability of clinical research, 
voluminous publications, fortitude stamina, tenacity 
and devotion exhibited during the Lebanese civil war, 
and his worldwide travels, and the various honorary 
awards he received, doubtless placed the Department 
of Anesthesiology, the American University of Beirut 
and Lebanon on the “Anesthesia map of the World,” 
they wrote. “Dr. Baraka promoted the prestige of 

the specialty, increased its market demand, and 
gained world-wide recognition of the training at 
his Department.” Dr. Baraka is credited to having 
shouldered uninterrupted and committed clinical 
service at operation rooms during the civil war.

A mentor of hundreds of anesthesiologists who 
lead positions in Lebanon, the region, and abroad today, 
Dr. Baraka has received recognition for his invaluable 
and long-standing services and contributions. He 
was awarded the merit Award Decoration and the 
Lebanese Citizenship by the President of the republic 
of Lebanon in 2000. He was also awarded the first 
rank education Award from the ministry of education 
in Lebanon in 1990; the first Prize Award of Clinical 
medical sciences at AUB (1987-1988 and 1991-
1992); the shield of the Lebanese order of Physicians 
in 1998; the AUB Alumni Association Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 2006; the Honorary fellowship of 
the royal College of Anesthetists; and the international 
Commission of the ralph Waters Prize in 1990.

“Dr. Baraka was a close friend and trusted 
colleague of my own father, the late raja khuri, who 
always spoke with respect and admiration of the great 
Anis Baraka’s devotion to his patients, his students, 
and his field of anesthesia,” said Dr. Fadlo Khuri. 
“He was a genuine leader in the medical field, not 
only in Lebanon but in the Arab world and beyond, a 
gentle man always willing to help others and able to 
manage the most complicated of cases with grace, with 
humility, and with great skill… the great Dr. Baraka 
will be mourned by all who knew him at AUB.”

Dr. Baraka is survived by his wife Aziza, one 
daughter Huda, and three sons Hesham, tarek, and 
khaled.
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