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General Information
Overview
This meeting brings together various Lebanese and regional medical centers, 
foundations, and non-governmental organizations, as well as Lebanese 
and International experts. It will provide a platform for these stakeholders to 
collaborate on tackling the challenges and consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic on cancer care continuum: from primary prevention and early 
detection to delivery of cancer care. Evolving strategies from cancer institutions 
and NGOs will be shared. The conference will also encompass a competition 
for the most creative idea to raise cancer awareness amid COVID-19.

Learning Objectives
At the end of this activity, participants will be able to:
1. Discuss the cancer primary prevention in the social distancing context
2. Highlight the impact of COVID-19 on cancer screening and early detection
3. Provide an overview of the continuity of cancer care during COVID-19 pandemic
4. Share innovative and adaptive plans for community outreach to sustain 

cancer prevention amid the pandemic 

Target Audience
This meeting has been designed for physicians, nurses, public health professionals, 
researchers, students, NGOs and policymakers. All are encouraged to attend.

Activity Directors
Rihab Nasr, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Anatomy, Cell Biology and Physiology
Director of Cancer Prevention and Control Program, NKBCI
Director of Basic Research Core Facilities, Faculty of Medicine 
Founder of AMALOUNA
Faculty of Medicine
American University of Beirut, Lebanon

Dr. Omar Shamieh, MD, MBA
Associate Professor, Consultant, Chairman & Department of Palliative Medicine
Director, Psychosocial Oncology Program
Director, Center for Palliative & Cancer Care in conflict - CPCCC
Director Palliative Medicine Fellowship Program  
King Hussein Cancer Center, Jordan



Program
11:00 pm - 12:00 pm

Opening Ceremony

11:00 am - 11:30 am
Welcome Speeches
Dr. Ali Taher, Director, Naef K. Bassile Cancer Institute
 
Dr. Fadlo Khuri, President, American University of Beirut
 
HRH Princess Ghida Talal, Chairperson, King Hussein Cancer Center 
and Foundation

11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Keynote Lecture:
Impact of COVID-19 on Cancer Prevention and Control
Dr. Otis Brawley, John Hopkins University, USA



Theme One: Cancer Prevention 
amid COVID-19:  A Luxury or a 
Persisting Health Priority

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

Session One: Cancer Primary Prevention 
Redefined in the Social Distancing Context
Session Chair: Dr. Akram Ghantous, IARC, Lyon

Motivating healthy behaviors that are associated with cancer Prevention 
and promoting physical activity, tobacco cessation, and healthy diets during 
the Pandemic presents a new set of challenges under unconventional 
socio economic conditions and a socially distant environment. This session 
discusses the impact of the pandemic on these behaviors and speaks to 
customizing physical activity and healthy diet promotion efforts to bear 
results in such unconventional setting.

12:00 pm - 12:15 pm
Hope in a dark tunnel: Smoking cessation during the COVID-19 pandemic
Dr. Maya Romani, Department of family Medicine, AUBMC

12:15 pm - 12:30 pm
Nutrition amid the COVID-19 pandemic: a multi-level framework for action
Dr. Farah Naja, UAE

12:30 pm - 12:45 pm
The Impact of COVID-19 and how to maintain a "new normal" during the pandemic
Dr. Sawsan Al Madhi, Secretary General, Friends of Cancer Patients, UAE

12:45 pm - 1:00 pm
Cancer prevention in the context of COVID- 19 Pandemic- Regional Perspective
Dr. Ibtihal Fadel, EM NCD alliance

1:00 pm - 1:15 pm
Discussion



1:15 pm - 2:30 pm

Session Two: The Impact of COVID-19 on Cancer 
Screening: Challenges, Opportunities and 
Potential Solutions
Session Chair: Dr. Nathalie Zgheib, AUB

Cancer screening must remain a priority. The COVID-19 outbreak led to cancer 
services disruption leaving a large number of screenings being postponed 
or canceled and potentially leading to huge impact on patients. This session 
is projected to discuss the challenges the pandemic has exerted on health 
systems, healthcare practitioners and patients as well as the opportunities 
and potential solutions that could address these challenges. It will also discuss 
how we can sustain cancer screening to avoid a "long-term upsurge in cancer 
deaths without straining currently stretched health care systems?  

1:15 pm - 1:30 pm
Impact of COVID-19 on cancer services in WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region
Dr. Slim Slama, Regional Adviser, World Health Organization Regional Office 
for the Eastern Mediterranean

1:30 pm - 1:45 pm
Breast Cancer Screening Amidst COVID -19
Dr. Suha Ghoul, KHCC. Jordan

1:45 pm - 2:00 pm
Delays in Colorectal Cancer screening and early diagnosis: what is the cost?
Dr. Deborah Mukherji, NKBCI, AUBMC

2:00 pm - 2:15 pm
Delays in lung Cancer screening and early diagnosis: what is the cost?
Dr. Arafat Tfaily, NKBCI, AUBMC

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm
Discussion

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Break



3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Session Three: Continuity of Cancer Care during 
COVID-19 pandemic
Session Chair: Dr. Hikmat Abdel – Razeq, KHHC 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected virtually every single aspect of cancer 
care. While health systems struggle to cope with the increasing number of 
patients with COVID-19, cancer patients struggles with limited access to cancer 
and treatment due to the downturn in economy, among other crises that are 
putting thousands of lives at risk. This session discusses the challenges the 
pandemic is creating to cancer patients and survivors as well as to healthcare 
facilities and providers in addition discusses implemented approaches to 
ensure continuity of care in the context of a pandemic.

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm
Impact of COVID-19 on Breast Cancer Treatment  
Dr. Hikmat Abdel-Razeq, Chief Medical Officer, King Hussein Cancer Center 

3:15 pm - 3:30 pm
The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on pediatric cancer care: what have we learned?
Dr. Rayya Saab, CCI, AUB

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm
Delivering Cancer Care During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Dr. Hazem Assi, NKBCI, AUB

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm
Discussion

4:00 pm - 4:15 pm
Break



Theme Two: NGO role during 
the pandemic: a new era of social 
marketing and community outreach 

4:15 pm - 6:00 pm
Innovative and adaptive community outreach 
for sustained cancer prevention and Leveraging 
Digital Social media campaigns to promote 
cancer prevention amid the COVID-19 takeover
Session Chair: Dr. Rihab Nasr, AUB

The outbreak of coronavirus and the implementation of social distancing 
measures have imposed limitations on community outreach interventions 
in general and in cancer prevention in specific. This session is intended 
to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on ongoing cancer prevention and 
outreach programs but most importantly highlight/share success stories of 
innovative/adaptive outreach interventions introduced to sustain cancer 
awareness under all circumstances.  This session is also intended to discuss 
how innovative social media can revive cancer prevention as a priority within 
the distracted context, and introduce socially distant social behavior change 
communication interventions.

4:15 pm - 4:30 pm
Obstacle or opportunity: promoting cancer prevention during the 
COVID-19 pandemic
Ms. Nicole Engelbrecht, Head of Communications, Marketing and Public 
Relations, UICC, Switzerland 

4:30 pm - 4:45 pm
Fighting fire with fire: How can we address the  COVID-19 infodemic on social media?
Dr. Marco Bardus, FHS, American University of Beirut

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm
Digital media capitalized to prioritize cancer amid a global pandemic
Ms. Nisreen Qatamish, Director General, King Hussein Cancer Foundation 

5:00 pm - 5:15 pm
Community Partnership for Cancer Control in the Cloud
Dr. Hadi Mohamad Abu Rasheed, MD, Qatar cancer Society

5:15 pm - 5:30 pm
Break

5:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Announcement of best innovative proposals
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