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Program Overview

The 5% Biennial Middle East Conference in Neuro-Oncology is dedicated to promoting
advances in Neuro-Oncology through continuous education and training. The objective
of the conference is to collaborate between all relevant disciplines in the region (Medical
Oncology, Neuro-Oncology, Neurosurgery, Radiation Oncology, Pathology and Radiology)

During this conference, experts from different subspecialties worldwide will meet and
discuss in-depth new treatment approaches in Neuro-Oncology. The aim is to apply
practical considerations in molecular testing in Gliomas, discuss imaging in Gliomas,
treat pediatric patients with Glioma, determine the role of surgery, pathology, radiation
and medical therapy in addition to the role of supportive care, and indicate the role of
Immunotherapy in brain tumors and introduce targeted therapy trials.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this activity, participants will be able to:

Evaluate emerging and evidence-based treatment strategies for gliomas, brain metastases,
and rare CNS tumors, including the role of Al and radiomics in diagnosis and planning.

Discuss the application of molecular diagnostics, targeted therapies, and immunotherapies
in adult and pediatric Neuro-Oncology to guide precision care.

Differentiate supportive and palliative care strategies that improve quality of life, symptom
control, and communication throughout the disease continuum.

Demonstrate effective interprofessional collaboration across Neuro-Oncology teams—
including nursing, pharmacy, radiation oncology, neurosurgery, and palliative care—to
enhance clinical outcomes.

Apply best practices for survivorship care, including cognitive rehabilitation, endocrine
follow-up, return-to-work support, and fatigue management.

Analyze region-specific challenges and real-world data to adapt Neuro-Oncology care
pathways within Middle Eastern healthcare settings.

Incorporate pharmacy-led insights on drug interactions, polypharmacy, and supportive
therapies into comprehensive treatment plans.

Support caregiver needs and nurse-led interventions that contribute to holistic and
patient-centered Neuro-Oncology care.



Target Audience

This activity targets hematology oncologists, neurologists, neurosurgeons, pathologists,
pediatrics, radiologists, nurses, pharmacists, and other professionals interested in
this topic.

This event is held on Oct 10-11, 2025 at Multipurpose Rooms, Halim and Aida Daniel ACC
Bldg., AUBMC.

Activity Directors

Hazem Assi, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Hematology & Oncology

Director of Clinical Services — Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute
Medical Director of Specialty Clinic — Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute
American University of Beirut Medical Center

Beirut, Lebanon

Tracy Batchelor, MD

Neurologist-In-Chief Chair, Department of Neurology
Brigham and Women's Hospital

Miriam Sydney Joseph Professor of Neurology
Harvard Medical School

Boston, USA

Wolfgang Wick, MD

Managing Director

Neurological Clinic & National Center for Tumor Diseases Heidelberg
Heidelberg University Hospital

German Cancer Research Center

Heidelberg, Germany



Scientific Committee

Zeina Ayoub, MD Rami Mahfouz, MD
Elie Bechara, MD Marwan Najjar, MD
Houssein Darwish, MD Sara Sinno, MD

Roula Hourany, MD Christel Tamer, MD

Accreditation Statement

This activity has been planned and implemented in-accordance with the essential areas
and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME)
through the American University of Beirut Medical Center. The Healthcare Professional
Development Center at AUBMC is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical
education for physicians.

The Healthcare Professional Development Center at AUBMC designates this live activity
for a maximum of 8.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Evaluation Form and CME Certificate

The evaluation and the ability to claim CME credits will be available online approximately
10 working days after the event. An e-mail from Cleveland Clinic will be sent to you with
instructions for claiming AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™, and you will have 60 days following
the activity to claim credits.

Important Notes

The same e-mail address which was used for registration and where you receive the e-mail
and instructions from Cleveland Clinic will need to be used in order to claim credits

Faculty Disclosure Statement

The Healthcare Professional Development Center at AUBMC has implemented a policy

to comply with the current Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
“Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education” requiring
identification, mitigation and disclosure of all faculty financial relationships with ineligible
companies. Faculty declaring a relevant financial relationship will be identified in the
activity syllabus.



Faculty Disclosures

The following faculty have indicated that they have a relevant financial relationship, which
in the context of their presentation(s), could be perceived as a potential conflict of interest:

NAME COMPANY / RELATION

Omar Arnaout Pramand / Contracted Research
Leica / Consultant

Neptune / Consultant

LeMaitre / Consultant

RapidAl / Consultant

RevBio / Scientific Advisory Board

UpToDate, Inc / Publishing Royalties

Tracy Batchelor ONO Pharmaceuticals / Institutional funding, Clinical Trial

Livanova / Speaker

Ahmad Beyd
madBeydoun NewBridge / Speaker

Servier / Member of Advisory Board
Eric Bouffet Alexion / Speaker
Novartis / Speaker

Selectin Therapeutics / Scientific Advisory Board (with equity)
Atavistik / Consultant

Kazia / Scientific Advisory Board

Merck / Grant Support

Priscilla Brastianos

Roche / Research Support
Pfizer / Research Support
Michael Platten Merck / Research Support
Servier / Consulting

Bayer / Research Support

Abeer Tabbarah Servier / Consultant

Wolfgang Wick Servier / Advisory Role

All other faculty and planners have indicated they have no relevant financial relationship
which, in the context of their presentation(s), could be perceived as a potential conflict of
interest. All relevant financial relationships have been mitigated.



Faculty

Abdul Fattah El-Kheir, MD
Hematology & Medical Oncology
Nini Hospital

Tripoli, Lebanon

Abeer Tabbarah, MD

Section chief, Diagnostic Neuropathology

Senior staff pathologist, Henry Ford Medical Group
Clinical Assistant Professor, Michigan State University
Michigan, USA

Adrienne Boire, MD, PhD

Geoffrey Beene Junior Faculty Chair
Neuro-Oncologist

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York, USA

Ahmad Beydoun, MD

Professor and Interim Chairman of Neurology
Director, Comprehensive Epilepsy Program
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Ali Amine, MD

Instructor of Clinical Specialty

Adult and Pediatric Neurosurgery

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Ariel Marciscano, MD
Director

CNS Radiation Oncology Service
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, USA

Bryan D. Choi, MD, PhD
Associate Professor

Brain Tumor Neurosurgeon
Harvard Medical School
Boston, USA



Caline Rhayem, MD

Clinical Associate

Endocrinology and Metabolism

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Carine Anka, MD

Instructor

Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Christel Tamer, MD

Clinical Instructor

Neuro-Radiology

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Dana Tlais, MD

Instructor

Pediatric Oncology

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Memphis, USA

Dima Mahmoud, MD
Radiation Oncologist
Tripoli, Lebanon

Elie Bechara, MD

Clinical Instructor

Pediatric Hematology Oncology

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Eric Bouffet, MD
Professor
Neuro-Oncology
University of Toronto
Toronto, Canada

Elie Louak, MD

Neurosurgeon

Clemenceau Medical Center Hospital-Dubai
Dubai, UAE



Fadi Farhat, MD

Head, Hematology-Oncology Division
Hammoud Hospital University Medical Center
Saida, Lebanon

Farid R. Talih, MD, ABPN, ABAM

Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Vice Chair, Clinical Affairs

Director, Clerkship in Clinical Psychiatry

Director, Inpatient Psychiatry Unit

Director, “Dr. Agnes Varis” Substance Abuse Program
Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Feras Shehade, MD, PhD

Associate Professor

Nuclear Medicine MD

Radiobiology Radiopathology PhD

GUSTAVE ROUSSY Cancer Campus Grand Paris
Paris, France

George Aftimos, MD
Professor

Pathologist

Saint Joseph University
Beirut, Lebanon

Houssein A. Darwish, MD

Assistant Professor of Neurosurgery

Skull base, Vascular and Neuroendoscopy
Pituitary surgery

Stereotactic and Parkinson'’s surgery
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Ibrahim Saikali, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor
Neurosurgery

LAUMC-Saint John's Hospital
Beirut, Lebanon



Joseph Makdessi, MD
Assistant Professor

Hematology Oncology

Saint George University Hospital
Beirut, Lebanon

Lara Hilal, MD

Assistant Professor

Radiation Oncology

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Marcel Massoud, MD
Professor

Hematology Oncology

Notre Dame de Secours Hospital
Holy Spirit University of Kaslik
Metn, Lebanon

Margret Shirinian, PhD
Associate Professor

Director: INSPIRE

American University of Beirut
Beirut, Lebanon

Marwan Najjar, MD

Professor, Neurosurgery

Department of Surgery

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Maya Bizri, MD, MPH

Assistant Professor

Psychiatry and Psychosomatic Medicine
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Michael Platten, MD, PhD, FEAN
Department of Neurology

Mannheim University

Mannheim, Germany



Miguel Abboud, MD

Chairperson and Professor

Pediatric Oncology

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Mouness Obeidat, MD
Consultant Neurosurgeon

Head of Neuro Service

Head of Neuro Oncology Surgery
King Hussein Cancer Center
Amman, Jordan

Nazem Bassil, MD

Associate professor of Medicine

Internal Medicine, Palliative Care

Geriatric Medicine, Geriatric psychiatry,

Department of Internal Medicine

Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute

Associate Program Director, Geriatric Medicine Fellowship
President of SAWA for palliative care

American University of Beirut Medical Centre

Beirut, Lebanon

Nour Moukalled, MD

Instructor of Clinical Medicine

Hematology & Oncology

Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Omar Arnaout, MD

Director of Inpatient Services and PA Education

Co-Director, Computational Neuroscience Outcomes Center (CNOC)
Associate Director, Neuroscience ICU

Director of Clinical Neurosurgery, Brigham and Women's Hospital
Associate Professor

Harvard Medical School

Boston, USA

Priscilla Brastianos, MD

Terry and Jean de Gunzburg MGH Research Scholar 2021-2026
Associate Professor of Medicine

Director, Central Nervous System Metastasis Center
Massachusetts General Hospital

Harvard Medical School

Boston, USA



Rami Mahfouz, MD, MPH

Professor

Head, Division of Clinical Pathology

Director, Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory
Director, Residency Training Program
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Rana Yamout, MD

Assistant Professor

Director, Palliative and Supportive Care Program
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Raphah Borgol, MD

Clinical Instructor

Department of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Ronald Moussa, MD, Phd
Professor

Neurosurgery

Hotel Dieu De France

Saint Joseph University of Beirut
Beirut, Lebanon

Roula Farah, MD, FAAP, MPH

Professor of Clinical Medicine

School of Medicine - Pediatric Department - Pediatric Hematology Oncology
Gilbert and Rose-Marie Chagoury School of Medicine

President, CHANCE Association

Beirut, Lebanon

Roula Hourany, MD

Professor of Clinical Specialty

Department of Diagnostic Radiology
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Saad Ayoubi, MD
Head

Radiation Oncologist
Centre Hospitalier du Nord
Zgharta, Lebanon



Salim Nasser, MD
Associate Professor

Chair, Department of Pathology
Lebanese American University
Beirut, Lebanon

Samar Muwakkit, MD

Professor

Department of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine

Director of Clinical Services at the Children’s Cancer Center of Lebanon
American University of Beirut Medical Center

Beirut, Lebanon

Sami Faddoul, MD
Diagnostic Radiology
Beirut, Lebanon

Sara Sinno, MD

Instructor

Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Toufic Eid, MD

Assistant Professor

Department of Radiation Oncology
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon

Tracy Batchelor, MD

Neurologist-In-Chief Chair, Department of Neurology
Brigham and Women's Hospital

Miriam Sydney Joseph Professor of Neurology
Harvard Medical School

Boston, USA

Wassim Nasreddine, MD

Associate Professor of Neurology

Faculty of Medicine

American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon



Wolfgang Wick, MD

Managing Director

Neurological Clinic & National Center for Tumor Diseases Heidelberg
Heidelberg University Hospital

German Cancer Research Center

Heidelberg, Germany

Zeina Ayoub, MD

Assistant Professor

Director, Residency Program

Department of Radiation Oncology
American University of Beirut Medical Center
Beirut, Lebanon



Friday, October 10, 2025

Theme: Innovation, Imaging, and Integrated Glioma & Metastatic Care

Session One
Shaping the Future of Glioma Care

Moderators: Dr. George Aftimos, Dr. Ibrahim Saikali & Dr. Salim Nasser

10:00-10:15 am
Personalized Surgery: Bridging Molecular Markers and Decisions
Omar Arnaout - Brigham and Women'’s Hospital

10:15-10:30 am
Tumor Boards in the Molecular Era
Rami Mahfouz - AUBMC

10:30-10:45 am

Understanding how emerging tools and molecular data are reshaping glioma diagnostics
and surgical decision-making

Abeer Tabbarah - Michigan State University

10:45-11:00 am

Epigenetic Regulation in Glial Cells: Insights from a Fruit Fly Model with Implications
for Glioma Biology

Margret Shirinian - AUBMC

11:00-11:10 am
0&A



Session Two
Neuro-Imaging That Guides Treatment
Moderators: Dr. Feras Shehade & Dr. Sami Faddoul

11:10-11:30 am
Al and Radiomics: Predicting Tumor Behavior
Christel Tamer - AUBMC

11:30-11:50 am

Functional Imaging for Safer Surgical Planning
Roula Hourany - AUBMC

11:50 am-12:05 pm

Q&A

12:15-12:45 pm
Opening Ceremony (Non-CME)

Dr. Hazem Assi
Activity Director

Dr. Ali Taher
NKBCI Director

Dr. Raymond Sawaya
Dean of Faculty of Medicine

Dr. Fadlo R. Khuri
President of AUB

H.E. Dr. Rakan Nassreddine
Minister of Public Health

12:45-1:30 pm
Lunch Break



Session Three
Complex Decisions in Glioma Management
Moderators: Dr Ronald Moussa, Dr. Saad Ayoubi & Dr. Wassim Nasreddine

1:30-1:45 pm
Redefining Surgery in Recurrent Gliomas
Houssein Darwish - AUBMC

1:45-2:00 pm
Reirradiation of Adult-Type Gliomas
Ariel Marciscano - Mass General

2:00-2:15 pm
Managing Seizures in Glioma Patients
Ahmad Beydoun - AUBMC

2:15-2:25 pm
Q&A

Session Four
Innovations in Treatment
Dr. Abdul Fattah El-Kheir & Dr. Joseph Makdessi

2:25-2:40 pm
Immunotherapies for IDH-Mutant Gliomas
Michael Platten - University Hospital Mannheim

2:40-2:45 pm
Which Patients Might Benefit from IDH Inhibitors
Rula Amarin - KHCC

2:45-3:00 pm
CAR-T Cells for GBM
Bryan Choi - Massachusetts General Hospital

3:00-3:10 pm
Q&A



3:10-3:30 pm
Break

3:30-3:45 pm

Moderator: Dr. Fadi Farhat

Leptomeningeal Metastases: Update on Biology & Treatment
Adrienne Boire - MSKCC

3:45-4:15 pm
Special Lecture: Newly Approved Targeted Therapies for CNS Tumors
Wolfgang Wick - Heidelberg University Hospital

4:15-4:45 pm

Multidisciplinary Debate Panel: Should All IDH-Wildtype Gliomas Be Treated Like GBM?
Wolfgang Wick

Tracy Batchelor

Sara Sinno

Houssein Darwish

Lara Hilal

Session Five
Conquering CNS Metastasis

Moderator: Dr. Dima Mahmoud & Dr. Marcel Massoud

4:45-5:00 pm
Therapy for Brain Metastases: An Overview of Systemic Therapy
Priscilla Brastianos - Massachusetts General Hospital

5:00-5:15 pm
SRS vs. WBRT: Radiotherapy Reimagined
Zeina Ayoub - AUBMC

5:15-5:25 pm
Q&A

5:25-5:55 pm

Moderator: Dr. Nour Moukalled

Special Lecture: BTK Inhibitors in CNS Lymphoma
Tracy Batchelor - Brigham and Women'’s Hospital



Saturday, October 11, 2025

Theme: Rare Tumors, Pediatrics, and Survivorship

Session Six
How | Treat Session
Moderators: Dr. Elie Louak & Dr. Raphah Borghoul

9:30-9:45 am
Ependymoma
Mouness Obeidat - KHCC

9:45-10:00 am
Medulloblastoma
Dana Tlais - St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

10:00-10:15 am
Pituitary Tumors
Caline Rhayem - AUBMC

10:10-10:25 am
Q&A

Session Seven
Pediatric Neuro-Oncology
Moderators: Dr. Roula Farah & Dr. Samar Muwakkit

10:25-10:40 am
Neurosurgical challenges in recurrent pediatric brain tumors
Ali Amine - AUBMC

10:25-10:55 am
Survivorship in Children: Endocrine and Neurocognitive Follow-up
Carine Anka - AUBMC



10:55-11:05 am
Q&A

11:05-11:25 am
Break

11:25-11:55 am

Pediatric Tumor Board: When Guidelines Aren’t Enough
Eric Bouffet

Miguel Abboud

Elie Bechara

Marwan Najjar

Toufic Eid

11:55 am-12:10 pm
Targeted Therapies in Pediatric LGG
Eric Bouffet - University of Toronto

Session Eight

Survivorship & Supportive Care
Moderators: Dr. Farid Talih & Dr. Nazem Bassil

12:10-12:25
Managing Fatigue and Insomnia: Beyond Medications|
Maya Bizri - AUBMC

12:25-12:40
Early Palliative Care: How to Integrate it in Routine Practice
Rana Yamout - AUBMC



Parallel Sessions
Nursing/Pharmacy Session

Friday, October 10, 2025
ACC Multipurpose Room 3

PROGRAM OUTLINE

1:30-1:40 pm
Welcome and NCPD Requirements
Mr. Mohamad Issa

1:40-1:50 pm
Course Introductions
Dr. Rony Zeenny & Ms. Rebecca El Asmar

1:50-2:15 pm

Pharmacologic Management of High-Grade Gliomas: Current Standards and Emerging
Therapies

Dr. Carl Aoun

2:15 PM-2:40 pm
Neurologic Emergencies in the Cancer Patient
Mr. Ali Krayany

2:40-3:05 pm
Polypharmacy and Drug-Drug Interactions in Neuro-Oncology
Dr. Rayane Daher

3:05-3:30 pm

Management of Thromboembolism in Brain Tumor Patients: Balancing Safety and Efficacy
of Anticoagulation

Dr. Alissar Ghaddar

3:30-3:50 pm
Coffee Break (20 minutes)

3:50-4:15 pm
Cancer Treatment-Associated Neurotoxicity: Recognition and Management
Dr. Maria Tabbal

4:15-4:40 pm
Palliative Care in Neuro-Oncology Patients
Ms. Rola Mashmoushi



4:40 PM-5:05 pm
Survivorship in Neuro-Oncology: Nursing’s Role in Long-Term Care
Ms. Houry Kazarian

5:05-5:30 pm
Navigating Neuro-Oncology Clinical Trials: A Nurse’s Perspective
Ms. Krystel Dagher

5:30-5:40 pm

Debriefing and Evaluation
Dr. Rony Zeenny & Ms. Rebecca El Asmar

hpdc.aub.edu.lb



Contact Information

Healthcare Professional Development Center
Tel: +961-1-350 000 ext 4752

Email: hpdc@aub.edu.lb

Web: hpdc.aub.edu.lb



