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AUB GRADE center 

 

The AUB GRADE Center is one of the centers of the Grading of Recommendations Assessment, 

Development and Evaluation (GRADE) working group. It was started in late 2014 to promote 

and support the use of the GRADE methodology.  

 

The GRADE working group is an international group of guideline developers, methodologists, 

clinicians, and public health experts from around the world (>120 organizations) that came 

together since 2000 in aim of developing a common, transparent and sensible system for grading 

the certainty of evidence and the strength of recommendations. 

 

Vision 

The AUB GRADE Center will be both a regional and an international leader in the development 

of clinical, public health and health service guidelines that respond to the need of stakeholders. 

 

Mission 

The AUB GRADE Center’s mission includes: 

• Supporting national, regional, and international organizations in applying the GRADE 

methodology to produce systematic reviews and/or healthcare guidelines;  

• Conducting methodological work for furthering GRADE in areas that include guideline 

development and adaptation; 

• Building capacity in GRADE methodology through mentorship, education, training, 

advocacy and collaborations. 

 

AUB GRADE collaborates with national, regional and international bodies such as the World 

Health Organization (WHO), the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office (EMRO), 

ministries of health and academic institutions in the region, and medical professional societies in 

Europe and North America. 

 

Director 

Elie Akl, MD, MPH, PhD Nov 2014 – present 

 

Coordinator 

Joanne Khabsa, BS Pharm, MPH Jul 2021 – present  
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Lara Kahale, RN, PhD  

Andrea Darzi, MD, MPH 

Feb 2018 – Jun 2021 

Jan 2016 – Jul 2017 

 

Research Assistants 

Lili Zeidan, BS, MPH May 2024 – present 

Rayane El Khoury, BS, MPH Jul 2019 – Sept 2021 

Sally Yaacoub, BS, MPH, PhD Sept 2018 – Mar 2020 

  

Research Fellows 

Ibrahim El Mikati, MD Aug 2021 – Dec 2021 

Basil Karam, MD Jul 2019 – Dec 2020 

Mounir Al Gibbawi Jul 2019 – Sept 2020 

Fatima Chamseddine, MD Jul 2019 – May 2020 

Assem Khamis, MD, MPH Aug 2017 – Jul 2019 

Rima Abdul Khalek, PharmD Oct 2015 – Apr 2016 

 

Practicum students 

Zeina Itani, RN Jul 2019 – May 2020 

Rayane El Khoury, BS  Jan 2019 – Apr 2019 

Dana Al Ouweini, MD Jan 2018 – Jul 2018 

Mohamad Nomeir, MD Jan 2017 – Jul 2017 

Manale Harfouche, BS, MPH Jan 2016 – May 2016 

Rana Charide, BS, MPH Jan 2016 – May 2016 

Mohammad Godah, MD Jun 2015 – Aug 2015 

 

Scholarly Concentration Program 

Anas El Zouhbi, BS 2022 – 2025 

Rachad Ghazal, MD 2019 – 2022 

 

Fellowship and Residency research program (FRRP) participants 

Pamela Howeiss, MD Jan 2016 – Jun 2018 

 

Volunteers 

Razane Hammoud Jun 2026 – present 
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Dima Itani  Jun 2024 – Jun 2025 

Mohamad El Jammal Jun 2024 – Jun 2025 

Soha Wahab  Jun 2024 – Jun 2025 

Hossam Mohamed Nov 2024 – present 

Leana Ellaham Aug 2024 – Oct 2024 

Ahmad Najia, BS, MPH Jun 2024 – Oct 2024 

Mickel Madi, BS Jan 2024 – present 

Tracy Faddoul, BS Jul 2023 – Oct 2024 

Lynn Lteif, BS July 2023 – Oct 2024 

Jana Khawandi, MD July 2023 – Oct 2024 

Hisham Jaber Chehayeb, MPH Jan 2023 – present  

Maria Abou Mansour, BS Jul 2023 – Jul 2024 

Lili Zeidan, MPH Jul 2023 – Apr 2024 

May Mohamad, MD Nov 2022 – Dec 2024 

Elsa Hebbo, BS Jan 2022 – Dec 2023 

Lea Assaf, BS May 2021 – Sept 2024 

Tala Chehaitly, BS Feb 2021 – Sept 2024 

Ahmed Mohamed, MD Jun 2020 – Sept 2024 

Tarek Harb, MD Aug 2021 – Dec 2021 

Noha El Yaman, MD Jul 2021 – Dec2023 

Sarah Farran, MD Oct 2020 – Dec 2021 

Mohamed Khamis, MD Jul 2020 – Dec 2021 

Rand Ibrahim, MD Jul 2020 – Oct 2021 

Ibrahim Mikati, MD Nov 2020 – Jul 2021 

Hussein Noureldine, MD May 2019 – Nov 2023 

Mariam Nour Eldine, BS Dec 2018 – July 2024 

Ibrahim Tsolakian, MD Feb 2016 – Jul 2017 

Charbel Matar, MD Feb 2016 – Jul 2017 

Maram Hakoum, MD Feb 2016 – Jul 2017 

Mira Hammoud, MD Jul 2016 – Aug 2017 

Rami Morsi, BS May 2016 – Aug 2017 

Manale Harfouche, BS, MPH May 2016 – Aug 2017 

Rana Charide, BS, MPH May 2016 – Aug 2017 

Lama Kilzar, BS, MPH Jan 2016 – Aug 2017 
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Tamara Lotfi, MD, MPH Jan 2016 – Dec 2016 

Chantal Lakis, MS, MPH Feb 2015 – May 2015 

Elias Abou Jaoude, MBA Feb 2015 – May 2015 

 

AUB GRADE center activity summary 

 

Activity  Number of projects Number of publications 

Practice guideline projects  44 48 

Methodological projects 35 38 

Activity Number of 

workshops/meetings 

Participants 

Workshops 15 403 

International meetings  6 161 

Activity Number of presentations 

Oral and poster presentations/seminars  41 

 

 

Practice guidelines projects 

Title Organization/ 

Funder 

Role of AUB 

GRADE center 

Publications Year 

WHO guidelines 

for the Treatment 

of Human African 

Trypanosomiasis 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

lead 

methodologist 

Pending 2025-

2026 

WHO guidelines 

on alternative 

treatments for 

onchocerciasis 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: lead 

methodologist 

Ongoing 2024-

present 

Lebanese National 

Osteoporosis 

Guidelines 

Calcium Metabolism 

and Osteoporosis 

Program 

(CaMOP)/AUB 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methods co-

chair; Ms. 

Joanne Khabsa, 

Ms. Lili Zeidan: 

Ongoing 2024-

present 
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methodologist 

Canadian 

guidelines on Post 

COVID-19 

Condition (CAN-

PCC) 

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)/PHAC 

Dr. Elie Akl, 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: 

members of the 

methodological 

group 

NA 2023-

2025 

WHO guidelines 

for the prevention 

of bloodstream 

infections and 

other infections 

associated with the 

use of intravascular 

catheters 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

lead 

methodologist 

World Health 

Organization. 2024. 

Guidelines for the 

prevention of 

bloodstream infections 

and other infections 

associated with the use 

of intravascular 

catheters: part I: 

peripheral catheters 

2023-

present 

WHO guidelines 

on leishmaniasis 

vector and 

reservoir control 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

lead 

methodologist 

Pending 2023-

2025 

WHO guidelines 

on leishmaniasis 

treatments 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

lead 

methodologist 

Pending 2023-

2024 

American society 

of hematology 

(ash) living covid-

19 venous 

thromboembolism 

guidelines 

American society of 

hematology 

(ash)/ash 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member of the 

methodological 

group 

Blood advances. 2022. 

6(17), 4975-4982. 

 

Blood advances. 2022. 

6(17):4915-4923. 

 

Blood advances. 2022. 

6 (2): 664–671. 

 

2021-

2023 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240093829
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/6/17/4975/485690/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/6/17/4975/485690/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/doi/10.1182/bloodadvances.2022007561/485124/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/doi/10.1182/bloodadvances.2022007561/485124/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/6/2/664/477753/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/6/2/664/477753/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
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Blood advances. 2021. 

5(20), 3951-3959. 

 

Blood advances. 2021. 

5(3), 872-888. 

American college 

of rheumatology 

(ACR) guidelines 

on vaccinations in 

patients with 

rheumatic and 

musculoskeletal 

diseases 

American college of 

rheumatology 

(ACR)/ACR 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

Arthritis Care & 

Research, 75(3), 449-

464. 

2021-

2022 

Infection 

prevention and 

control during 

health care delivery 

for patients with 

suspected or 

confirmed filovirus 

hemorrhagic fever 

with focus on ebola 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

lead 

methodologist, 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: 

methodologist 

BMJ. 2024 Feb 26;384. 

 

World Health 

Organization, 2023. 

Infection prevention 

and control guideline 

for Ebola and Marburg 

disease, August 2023. 

2021-

2023 

WHO guidelines 

on covid-19 

diagnostics 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

World Health 

Organization. (2022). 

Use of SARS-CoV-2 

antigen-detection rapid 

diagnostic tests for 

COVID-19 self-testing, 

9 March 2022  

2021-

2022 

Recommendations 

for the treatment of 

rheumatoid arthritis 

in the kingdom of 

Saudi Society for 

Rheumatology 

(SSR)/SSR 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

lead 

methodologist, 

Ms. Joanne 

BMC rheumatology. 

2022 Nov 23;6(1):70. 

2021 

https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/5/20/3951/476770/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/5/20/3951/476770/American-Society-of-Hematology-living-guidelines
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/5/3/872/475154/American-Society-of-Hematology-2021-guidelines-on
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/5/3/872/475154/American-Society-of-Hematology-2021-guidelines-on
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/acr.25045
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/acr.25045
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/acr.25045
https://www.bmj.com/content/384/bmj.p2811.abstract
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-WPE-CRS-HCR-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-WPE-CRS-HCR-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-WPE-CRS-HCR-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-WPE-CRS-HCR-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-WPE-CRS-HCR-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-WPE-CRS-HCR-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Ag-RDTs-Self_testing-2022.1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41927-022-00301-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41927-022-00301-y
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saudi arabia: 

adolopment of the 

2021 american 

college of 

rheumatology 

guidelines 

Khabsa, Dr. 

Sally Yaacoub: 

methodologists 

World health 

organization 

nutrition guidance 

expert advisory 

group (NUGAG) 

subgroup on diet 

and health 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

and co-chair 

 World Health 

Organization. (2025). 

Use of lower-sodium 

salt substitutesUse of 

lower-sodium salt 

substitutes 

2021 

WHO guidelines 

for malaria vector 

control 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

and co-chair 

Consolidated WHO 

guidelines for Malaria 

2020-

2024 

WHO guidelines 

for malaria 

elimination 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

and co-chair 

Consolidated WHO 

guidelines for Malaria 

2020- 

2024 

WHO guidelines 

for the treatment of 

visceral 

leishmaniasis in 

hiv-coinfected 

persons in east 

africa and south-

east asia 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

co-chair and 

lead 

methodologist, 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: 

methodologist 

World Health 

Organization. (2022). 

WHO guideline for the 

treatment of visceral 

leishmaniasis in HIV 

co-infected patients in 

East Africa and South-

East Asia , 7 June 

2022. 

2019-

2020 

Appropriate use of 

short-course 

antibiotics in 

common 

infections: best 

American college of 

physicians 

(ACP)/ACP 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member of the 

scientific 

medical policy 

committee of 

Ann Intern Med. 2021 

Jun. 174(6), 822-827. 

2021 

https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/31fad89a-d7c2-450c-9b74-cd2a8752e60f/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/31fad89a-d7c2-450c-9b74-cd2a8752e60f/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/31fad89a-d7c2-450c-9b74-cd2a8752e60f/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/31fad89a-d7c2-450c-9b74-cd2a8752e60f/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/31fad89a-d7c2-450c-9b74-cd2a8752e60f/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/31fad89a-d7c2-450c-9b74-cd2a8752e60f/content
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/6287
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/6287
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/6287
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/6287
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048294
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-7355
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-7355
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practice advice 

from the american 

college of 

physicians 

the american 

college of 

physicians 

What is the 

antibody response 

and role in 

conferring natural 

immunity after 

sars-cov-2 

infection? rapid, 

living practice 

points from the 

american college of 

physicians 

American college of 

physicians 

(ACP)/ACP 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member of the 

scientific 

medical policy 

committee of 

the american 

college of 

physicians 

Ann Intern Med. 2021 

Jun. 174(6), 828-835. 

2021 

Should remdesivir 

be used for the 

treatment of 

patients with 

covid-19? rapid, 

living practice 

points from the 

american college of 

physicians 

American college of 

physicians 

(ACP)/ACP 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member of the 

scientific 

medical policy 

committee of 

the american 

college of 

physicians 

Ann Intern Med. 2020 

Oct 5; M20-5831 

2020 

Should clinicians 

use chloroquine or 

hydroxychloroquin

e alone or in 

combination with 

azithromycin for 

the prophylaxis or 

treatment of covid-

19? living practice 

points from the 

American college of 

physicians 

(ACP)/ACP 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member of the 

scientific 

medical policy 

committee of 

the american 

college of 

physicians 

Ann Intern Med. 2020 

Sept 1;173(5):W88-

W89 

2020 

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-7569
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-7569
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-5831?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-5831?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/L20-1007
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/L20-1007
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/L20-1007


 

 

PORTFOLIO:  

AUB GRADE center 

Clinical Research Institute (CRI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CRI.AUB GRADE Center 
LAST UPDATED 

July 10, 2026, 2026 – v1 

PAGE 

9 of 32 

  

american college of 

physicians 

Use of n95, 

surgical, and cloth 

masks to prevent 

covid-19 in health 

care and 

community 

settings: living 

practice points 

from the american 

college of 

physicians 

American college of 

physicians 

(ACP)/ACP 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member of the 

scientific 

medical policy 

committee of 

the american 

college of 

physicians 

Ann Intern Med. 2020 

Dec 15;173(12):17  

2020 

Use of chest 

imaging in covid-

19: a rapid advice 

guide  

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

co-chair and 

lead 

methodologist; 

and Dr. Sally 

Yaacoub: 

methodologist 

World Health 

Organization. (2020). 

Use of chest imaging in 

COVID-19: a rapid 

advice guide, 11 June 

2020. World Health 

Organization 

 

Radiology. 2020 Jul 

30. 298(2), E63-E69 

2020 

Lebanese vitamin 

D guidelines for 

screening and 

treatment 

Lebanese Society for 

the Osteoporosis & 

Metabolic Bone 

Disorders 

(OSTEOS) 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

Osteoporosis 

International. 2025 Apr 

23:1-4 

2019 – 

2022 

Increasing access 

to health workers 

in remote and rural 

areas through 

improved retention 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist; 

panel co-chair 

Ms. Amena El-

Harakeh: 

World Health 

Organization. WHO 

guideline on health 

workforce 

development, 

2019 

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/L20-1268?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/L20-1268?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+Health+Organization.+(%E2%80%8E2020)%E2%80%8E.+Use+of+chest+imaging+in+COVID-19%3A+a+rapid+advice+guide,+11+June+2020.+World+Health+Organization&form=PRLNC8&src=IE11TR&pc=EUPP_LSJE
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/full/10.1148/radiol.2020203173
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/full/10.1148/radiol.2020203173
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00198-024-07375-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00198-024-07375-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00198-024-07375-z
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
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contributor  

 

attraction, recruitment 

and retention in rural 

and remote areas. 6 

May 2021. 

WHO nutrition 

guidance expert 

advisory group 

(NUGAG) 

subgroup on policy 

actions 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

World Health 

Organization. (2024). 

Fiscal policies to 

promote healthy diets 

 

World Health 

Organization. (2023). 

Policies to protect 

children 

from the harmful 

impact 

of food marketing 

2019-

present 

2021 american 

college of 

rheumatology 

guideline for the 

treatment of 

rheumatoid arthritis 

American College of 

Rheumatology 

(ACR)/ACR 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist, 

member of 

executive 

committee, 

systematic 

review lead; Dr. 

Sally Yaacoub: 

coordinator of 

systematic 

review team; 

Dr. Lara Kahale 

and Dr. Assem 

Khamis: 

systematic 

review team 

Arthritis & 

Rheumatology. 2021. 

73(7), 1108-1123 

2018–

2021 

Adaptation of the 

European 

INASanté/Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für 

Dr. Lara 

Kahale: 

 2018 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240024229
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/415d64be-b138-4498-b2d6-659bb8970449/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/415d64be-b138-4498-b2d6-659bb8970449/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/415d64be-b138-4498-b2d6-659bb8970449/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/415d64be-b138-4498-b2d6-659bb8970449/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/83384c03-84a0-4db8-b1eb-cedc626257a6/content
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.41752
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.41752
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.41752
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Commission 

Initiative on Breast 

Cancer (ECIBC) 

screening 

guidelines in 

Tunisia 

Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) GmbH 

methodologist; 

panel co-chair 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist, 

supervision 

WHO African 

trypanosomiasis 

World Health 

Organization 

Department, Control 

of Neglected 

Tropical Diseases 

(NTD)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist, 

panel co-chair 

World Health 

Organization. (2019). 

WHO interim 

guidelines for the 

treatment of gambiense 

human African 

trypanosomiasis, 

August 2019 

2018 

Adaptation of 

rheumatoid arthritis 

guidelines in 

Brazil- waves 1- 2 

Hospital Moinhos de 

Vento/Brazilian 

ministry of health 

Center team 

(Dr. Lara 

Kahale, Dr. 

Assem Khamis): 

updating meta-

analysis; Dr. 

Elie Akl: 

methodological 

support 

 2017–

2018 

Integration of 

community-based 

practitioners in 

health systems 

World Health 

Organization 

department of global 

health workforce 

alliance/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist, 

panel co-chair 

Hum Resour Health. 

2019 Feb 18;17(1):13 

 

World Health 

Organization. (2018). 

WHO guideline on 

health policy and 

system support to 

optimize community 

health worker 

programmes.  

2016–

2018 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/326178
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30777095
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30777095
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275474/9789241550369-eng.pdf
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Lancet Glob 

Health. 2018 

Dec;6(12): e1397-

e1404 

Prevention and 

assessment of 

refugees and 

migrants for human 

immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV):  an 

overview of 

reviews 

European center for 

disease control 

(eCDC)/eCDC 

Center team 

(Dr. Elie Akl, 

Dr. Tamara 

Lotfi, Dr. 

Pamela 

Howeiss, Dr. 

Nisrine Rizk, 

Ms. Lama 

Kilzar):  

conducting an 

overview of 

reviews; 

methodological 

support  

Int J Environ Res 

Public Health. 2018 

Aug 9;15(8). pii: 

E1700 

2016–

2018 

Guideline on sickle 

cell disease 

RARE best 

practices;  

McMaster university 

GRADE center 

(MacGRADE) &  

German GRADE 

center/ European 

Union's Seventh 

Framework 

Programme 

Center team: 

project 

management 

and 

coordination 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

panelist  

AUB faculty 

member 

involved: 

Miguel Abboud 

 2016– 

2017 

Adaptation of 

rheumatoid arthritis 

guidelines for the 

Eastern 

Weill Cornell 

medical college in 

Qatar (WCMC-Q); 

middle east 

Center team: 

project 

management 

and 

Clin Rheumatol. 2018 

Aug 10 

2016–

2017 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30430994
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30430994
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30096905
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30096905
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30096905
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30096905
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30097896
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30097896
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Mediterranean 

region – waves 1- 2 

rheumatoid arthritis 

consortium 

(MERAC); AUB 

GRADE center/ 

International League 

of Associations of 

Rheumatology 

(ILAR) 

coordination 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

chair 

Canadian guideline 

for safe and 

effective use of 

opioids for chronic 

non-cancer pain 

Health 

Canada/Health 

Canada 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

panelist 

CMAJ May 8, 2017 

vol. 189 no. 18  

2016–

2017 

Guideline on 

catastrophic 

antiphospholipid 

syndrome (CAPS) 

diagnosis 

Rare best practices;  

McMaster university 

grade center 

(MacGRADE)/Euro

pean Union's 

Seventh Framework 

Programme 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

panelist  

 

J Thromb Haemost. 

2018 Jun 7  

2016–

2017 

WHO guidance on 

clinical 

management of 

crimean congo 

hemorrhagic fever 

World Health 

Organization 

department of public 

health, 

environmental & 

social determinants 

of health 

(PHE)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist, 

panel co-chair 

WHO guideline 2017 2016–

2017 

Prevention and 

treatment of 

venous 

thromboembolism 

in patients with 

American society of 

hematology (ASH)/ 

ASH 

Center team 

(Dr. Lara 

Kahale, Dr. 

Ibrahim 

Tsolakian, Dr. 

Blood advances, Feb 

2021; 5(4), 927-974. 

2015–

2021 

http://www.cmaj.ca/content/189/18/E659
http://www.cmaj.ca/content/189/18/E659
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29978552
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29978552
https://www.who.int/csr/disease/clinical-management/crimean-congo-haemorrhagic-fever-guideline-development/en/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33570602/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33570602/
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cancer Maram 

Hakoum, Dr. 

Charbel  Matar): 

conducting 

systematic 

reviews; Dr. 

Elie Akl: 

methodological 

support 

Rehabilitation 

guidelines for 

people with 

disability 

World Health 

Organization 

department of 

disability and 

rehabilitation 

(DAR)/WHO DAR 

Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Andrea 

Darzi: 

methodologists, 

panel co-chairs 

World Health 

Organization; 2017. 

Licence: CC BY–NC–

SA 3.0 IGO. 

2014–

2016 

Antithrombotic 

therapy for VTE 

disease (2016) 

American College 

Of Chest Physicians 

(ACCP)/ACCP 

Dr. Elie Akl:  

member of the 

executive 

committee, 

panelist, 

methodologist 

Chest. 2016; 

149(2):315–52 

2014–

2015 

2015 

recommendations 

for the treatment of 

ankylosing 

spondylitis and 

non-radiographic 

axial spondylo-

arthritis 

American College of 

Rheumatology 

(ACR)/ACR 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

Arthritis & 

Rheumatology, 2016; 

68(2), 282–298. 

2014–

2015 

2014 KSA 

guidelines for 

sickle–cell disease 

Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia ministry of 

health through the 

Saudi center for 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

chair 

Ministry of Health of 

Saudi Arabia 

2014 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254506/1/9789241549974-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254506/1/9789241549974-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254506/1/9789241549974-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254506/1/9789241549974-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26867832
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26867832
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.39298/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.39298/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.39298/pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sa/endepts/Proofs/Documents/16-Clinical%20Practice%20Guideline%20on%20Management%20of%20Sickle%20Cell%20Disease.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sa/endepts/Proofs/Documents/16-Clinical%20Practice%20Guideline%20on%20Management%20of%20Sickle%20Cell%20Disease.pdf
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evidence–based 

health care (EBHC)/ 

Ministry of Health 

of Saudi Arabia 

2014 KSA 

guidelines for VTE 

in medical patients 

and long–distance 

travelers 

Kingdom of saudi 

arabia ministry of 

health through the 

saudi center for 

evidence–based 

health care (EBHC)/ 

Ministry of Health 

of Saudi Arabia 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

chair 

Saudi Med J. 2017 

Jan;38(1):101–107 

 

Saudi Med J. 2016 

Nov;37(11):1279–

1293. 

 

2014 

2015 american 

college of 

rheumatology 

guideline for the 

treatment of 

rheumatoid arthritis 

American College of 

Rheumatology 

(ACR)/ACR 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

methodologist 

Arthritis & 

Rheumatology. 2016; 

68(1), 1–26. 

2013–

2014 

Michigan 

appropriateness 

guide for 

intravenous 

catheters (MAGIC) 

University of 

Michigan Ann 

Arbor/Society of 

Hospital Medicine; 

AHRQ; Blue Cross 

Blue 

Shield and Blue 

Care Network of 

Michigan 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

panelist 

Annals of internal 

medicine, 2015. 

163(6_Supplement), 

S1–S40 

2013–

2014 

 

WHO Essential Medicines List 

Title Organization/ 

Funder 

Role of AUB 

GRADE center 

Publications Year 

WHO Expert 

Committee on the 

World Health 

Organization 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

co-chair; Dr. 

NA 2025 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28042639
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28042639
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/pubmed/27761572/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/pubmed/27761572/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/pubmed/27761572/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.39480/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.39480/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.39480/pdf
http://annals.org/aim/issue/934458
http://annals.org/aim/issue/934458
http://annals.org/aim/issue/934458
http://annals.org/aim/issue/934458
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Selection and Use 

of Essential 

Medicines 

(WHO)/WHO Marlene 

Chakhtoura: 

reviewer 

WHO Expert 

Committee on the 

Selection and Use 

of Essential 

Medicines 

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)/WHO 

Dr. Elie Akl: 

member  

NA 2023 

 

 

Methodological projects 

Title Role of AUB GRADE 

center 

Publications Year 

Understanding Open-Mindedness 

and Intellectual Humility in 

Guideline Development: A 

Mixed-Methods Study 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Leen El Zoor; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Ongoing 2026-

present 

Defining meaningful engagement 

of interest-holders in practice 

guideline development: a 

qualitative study 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Lili Zeidan; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Ongoing 2026-

present 

GRADE Prioritization Project 

Group 

Co-lead (Dr. Elie Akl); 

contributor (Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

Ongoing 2024-

present 

Production, reporting, publication, 

and appraisal of living health 

practice guidelines: a scoping 

review 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Joanne Khabsa; 

Dr. Elie Akl) 

Ongoing 2024-

present 

RIGHT-MuSE extension for the 

reporting of interest-holder 

engagement in practice guidelines 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Lili Zeidan; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Annals of Internal 

Medicine. 2026 Jun 30 

2024-2025 

Developing recommendations 

about diagnostic tests and 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Vanessa Helou; 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

2024 

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-05329
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-05329
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004019
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004019
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strategies: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

Dr. Elie Akl) Nov 19:112068 

Quality assurance and 

improvement in practice 

guidelines: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Lili Zeidan; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 17:112069 

2024 

Contextual factors in the control 

of Leishmaniasis: a scoping 

review 

Leading the project 

(Mr. Anas El Zouhbi; 

Mr. Mickel Madi; Ms. 

Joanne Khabsa; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Pending 2024  

A mixed methods study assessing 

contextual factors related to 

Leishmaniasis vector control 

measures  

Leading the project 

(Ms. Joanne Khabsa; 

Mr. Hisham Jaber 

Chehayeb; Dr. Elie 

Akl) 

Pending 2024  

Contextual factors in the 

prevention of bloodstream 

infections and other infections 

associated with the use of 

intravascular catheters: a scoping 

review 

Leading the project 

(Mr. Hisham Jaber 

Chehayeb; Dr. Elie 

Akl) 

Pending 2023-2024 

Virtual versus in-person meetings 

for practice guideline panels: A 

qualitative study 

Leading the project 

(Mr. Anas El Zouhbi; 

Dr. Elie Akl) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Sep 12:111974 

2022 – 

2024 

A mixed methods study assessing 

contextual factors related to 

infection prevention and control 

measures for Ebola virus disease 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Gladys Honein, Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

BMC Public Health. 

2026 Apr 6 

2022-2023 

RIGHT-COI&F extension for the 

reporting conflicts of interest and 

funding in practice guidelines  

Contributors (Dr. Elie 

Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

Annals of Internal 

Medicine. 2024 Epub 

May 14. 

 

2022-2024 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004019
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004020
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004020
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004020
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003075
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003075
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003075
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-026-27091-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-026-27091-z
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M23-3274
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M23-3274
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M23-3274
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Annals of Translational 

Medicine. 2022 

Jun;10(12). 

Exploring the concordance of 

recommendations across 

guidelines on chest imaging for 

the diagnosis and management of 

COVID-19: a proposed 

methodological approach based 

on a case study 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Dr. Sally 

Yaacoub) 

Plos one. 2023 Jul 

27;18(7):e0288359 

2021-2022 

A new taxonomy is proposed for 

defining the interests of 

stakeholders’ representatives in 

health research: the case of 

guideline development 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2023 

Jun 11. 

2022-2023 

Using parallel streams of evidence 

to inform guideline development: 

the case of the 2021 american 

college of rheumatology 

management of rheumatoid 

arthritis guideline 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Dr. Sally 

Yaacoub) 

ACR open 

rheumatology. 2021. 

3(9), 629-635. 

2019-2021 

A framework for the development 

of living practice guidelines in 

healthcare 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Dr. Ibrahim 

El Mikati; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

Annals of Internal 

Medicine. 2022. 

Aug;175(8):1154-60. 

2021-2022 

Guidance reconciliation and 

practice question prioritization for 

the WHO Ebola and Marburg 

Disease guideline 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2024 

Dec 26:111657. 

2021-2023 

Methodology for the adolopment 

of the 2021 american college of 

rheumatology guidelines for the 

treatment of rheumatoid arthritis 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa; Dr. Sally 

Yaacoub) 

BMC Medical 

Research 

Methodology. 2023 

Oct 10;23(1):224 

2021 

https://atm.amegroups.org/article/view/96398/html
https://atm.amegroups.org/article/view/96398/html
https://atm.amegroups.org/article/view/96398/html
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0288359
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0288359
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(23)00146-4/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(23)00146-4/fulltext
https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(23)00146-4/fulltext
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34273245/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34273245/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34273245/
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/m22-0514
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/m22-0514
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/m22-0514
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S089543562400413X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S089543562400413X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S089543562400413X
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12874-023-02031-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12874-023-02031-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12874-023-02031-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12874-023-02031-2
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in the kingdom of saudi arabia 

Stakeholders’ views and 

perspectives on treatments of 

leishmania and their outcomes in 

patients with HIV: a mixed 

methods study 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

PLOS Neglected 

Tropical Diseases. 

2022 Aug 

15;16(8):e0010624. 

2020 

Considering equity in guideline 

development: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Jana Khawandi; 

Dr. Elie Akl) 

Clinical Epidemiology. 

2025 Nov 17:112067 

2023-2024 

Collaboration between guideline-

producing organizations: a 

methodological survey of 

published guidance 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Lili 

Zeidan) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 19:112066 

2023-2024 

Methods for updating practice 

guidelines: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Rachad Ghazal; Ms. 

Joanne Khabsa; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 19:112062 

2020-2023 

Methods for adapting practice 

guidelines: a methodological 

survey of published guidance   

Leading the project 

(Ms. Rayane El-

Khoury; Dr. Elie Akl) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 19:112064 

2019-2021 

Priority setting in practice 

guideline development: a 

methodological survey of 

published guidance 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. May 

Mohamad) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 19:112070 

2019-2024 

Methods for stakeholder 

engagement in practice guideline 

development: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 20:112085 

2019-2024 

Priority setting in practice 

guideline development 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Amena 

El-Harakeh; Ms. 

Rayane El-Khoury; Ms. 

Zeina Itani, Ms. Joanne 

PloS one. 2020 Mar 

20;15(3): e0229249 

 

BMC health services 

research. 2019 Dec 

2019 

https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0010624
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0010624
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0010624
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0010624
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004007
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004007
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003993
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003993
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003993
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003956
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003956
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003956
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S089543562500397X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S089543562500397X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S089543562500397X
Journal%20of%20Clinical%20Epidemiology.%202025%20Nov%2019:112070
Journal%20of%20Clinical%20Epidemiology.%202025%20Nov%2019:112070
Journal%20of%20Clinical%20Epidemiology.%202025%20Nov%2019:112070
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004184
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004184
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625004184
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0229249
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0229249
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12913-019-4567-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12913-019-4567-2
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Khabsa) 1;19(1):692. 

Roles of contributors, panel 

composition, and policies for 

authorship in practice guideline 

development: a systematic survey 

of published guidance documents 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa; Dr. 

Mohammed Moustafa 

Khamis; Dr. Sally 

Yaccoub) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 19:112065 

2019-2021 

Methods for practice guideline 

development: a methodological 

survey of 133 published guidance 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa; 

Dr. Sally Yaacoub; Ms. 

Mariam Nour Eldine; 

Ms. Rayane El Khoury) 

Journal of Clinical 

Epidemiology. 2025 

Nov 19:112063 

2018-2021 

Conflict of interest issues when 

engaging stakeholders in health 

and healthcare guideline 

development: a systematic review 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa) 

Campbell Systematic 

Reviews. 2022 

Jun;18(2):e1232. 

2018 – 

2023 

Contextual differences considered 

in the tunisian ADOLOPMENT 

of the european guidelines on 

breast cancer screening 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Dr. Lara 

Kahale) 

Health Research Policy 

and Systems, May 

2021; 19(1), 1-9 

2018 

Minimal clinically important 

differences of measurement 

instruments in rheumatoid 

arthritis 

Leading the project (Dr. 

Elie Akl; Dr. Sally 

Yaacoub); screening 

and data abstraction: 

Dr. Michella Abi Zeid 

Daou; Dr. Vicky Nahra 

BMC rheumatology. 

2025 Jul 8;9(1):83 

2018-2025 

GRADE equity guidelines Contributor (Dr. Elie 

Akl) 

Health Policy 

Plan. 2017 Dec 

1;32(10):1484-1490 

 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Oct; 90:59-67. doi: 

2017 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12913-019-4567-2
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003981
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003981
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003981
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003968
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003968
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625003968
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/cl2.1232
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/cl2.1232
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/cl2.1232
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33985535/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33985535/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33985535/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41927-025-00524-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41927-025-00524-9
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29029068
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29029068
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10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017

.01.014. Epub 2017 

Apr 12 

 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Oct;90:68-75. doi: 

10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017

.01.017. Epub 2017 

May 9 

 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Oct;90:76-83. doi: 

10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017

.01.015. Epub 2017 

Apr 4 

 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Oct;90:84-91. doi: 

10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017

.08.001. Epub 2017 

Aug 10. 

Living guidelines, a pilot project 

(for the Living systematic review 

network) 

Center team (Dr. Elie 

Akl, Dr. Lara Kahale): 

contribution to 

systematic reviews, 

planning for guidelines 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Nov; 91:47–53 

2017 

Adaptation and adolopment of 

guidelines 

Leading the project J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Jun; 86:3-10 

 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 

Jan; 81:101-110 

 

Health Qual Life 

Outcomes. 2017 Sep 

2016–

2017 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28499847
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28389397
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28802675
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28911999
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28911999
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28412463
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28412463
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27713072
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27713072
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28934978
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28934978
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21;15(1):183 

 

J Glob Health. 2017 

Dec;7(2): 020412 

 

J Clin Epidemiol. 2016 

Dec; 80:50-56 

 

MuSE project 

Title Role of AUB GRADE 

center 

Publications Year 

Conflict of interest reporting in 

evidence syntheses engaging 

interest-holders: a methodological 

survey 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Lili Zeidan; Dr. 

Elie Akl) 

Pending 2024-2025 

Conflict of interest issues when 

engaging interest-holders in 

health care systematic reviews: a 

scoping review 

Leading the project 

(Ms. Joanne Khabsa; 

Dr. Elie Akl) 

Ongoing 2022-

present 

Development of guidance for 

interest-holder engagement in 

evidence syntheses (MuSE 

consortium) 

Contributors (Dr. Elie 

Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa) 

Ongoing 2022-

present 

Development of guidance for 

stakeholder engagement in health 

care guidelines (MuSE 

consortium) 

Contributors (Dr. Elie 

Akl; 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa) 

Journal of clinical 

epidemiology. 2025 

May 1;181:111727 

 

Campbell Systematic 

Reviews. 2024 

Dec;20(4):e70006. 

 

Research Involvement 

and Engagement. 2023 

2020 – 

2024 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28934978
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29302318
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29302318
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27565977
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27565977
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625000605
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625000605
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435625000605
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.70006
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.70006
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.70006
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40900-023-00433-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40900-023-00433-6
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Apr 28;9(1):27. 

 

Systematic reviews. 

2020 Dec;9(1):1-1. 

 

Workshops  

Title Location Speaker(s) Date Number of 

participants 

Development and 

adaptation of practice 

guidelines 

AUB, Lebanon Dr. Elie Akl; 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

May 2026 19 

Generating contextual 

information to inform 

development and 

adaptation of clinical 

and public health 

guidelines 

GIN 2025, 

Geneva 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

Sept 2025 25 (approx.) 

Training of 

methodologists on 

guideline development 

and adaptation 

Virtual Dr. Elie Akl; 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

Apr 2025 15 

Generating contextual 

information to inform 

development and 

adaptation of clinical 

and public health 

guideline 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024, 

Prague 

Dr. Elie Akl; 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

Sept 2024 30 (approx.) 

Virtual workshop 

series on GRADE 

methodology in 

supporting decision-

making 

Virtual Dr. Elie Akl Oct - Dec 2023 50 (approx.) 

Technical Capacity Cairo, Egypt Dr. Elie Akl; Oct - Nov 2023 60 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40900-023-00433-6
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-020-1272-5
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-020-1272-5
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Building Workshop in 

GRADE Methodology 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

Living systematic 

reviews and living 

recommendations: 

Challenges and 

potential solutions 

G-I-N 18th 

annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, 

Scotland 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

Sept 2023 40 (approx.) 

Development and 

adaptation of practice 

guidelines 

AUB, Lebanon Dr. Elie Akl; 

Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa 

Feb 2022 16 

Development and 

adaptation of practice 

guidelines 

AUB, Lebanon Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Lara 

Kahale; Ms. 

Joanne Khabsa 

Feb 2021 32 

Development and 

adaptation of practice 

guidelines 

AUB, Lebanon Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Lara 

Kahale; Dr. 

Mohammed 

Moustafa 

Khamis  

Dec 2018 17 

Using the GRADE 

methodology & the 

GRADEPro tool  

INEAS 

workshop, 

Tunisia 

Dr. Lara Kahale Jul 2018 6 

Development and 

adaptation of practice 

guidelines 

AUB, Lebanon Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Lara Kahale 

Feb 2018 29 

 

Adaptation of clinical 

practice guidelines 

Evidências Em 

Saúde Porto 

Alegre, Brazil 

Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Lara Kahale 

Nov 2017 20 

Adaptation of 

guidelines  

INASanté 

workshop, 

Tunisia 

Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Andrea 

Darzi 

Jul 2017 8 
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Development and 

adaptation of practice 

guidelines 

AUB, Lebanon Dr. Elie Akl; 

Dr. Holger 

Schünemann, 

Dr. Joerg 

Meerpohl 

Nov 2014 

 

 

36 

 

 

Oral and poster presentations/seminars 

Title Location Speaker Date 

Quality assurance and 

improvement in guideline 

development: a survey of 

methodological guidance 

documents 

GIN 2025 Ms. Lili Zeidan Sept 2025 

Management of conflicts of 

interests in practice guidelines: 

time to also account for open-

mindedness? 

GIN 2025 Dr Elie Akl Sept 2025 

Production, reporting, 

publication, and appraisal of 

living health practice 

guidelines: a scoping review 

GIN 2025 Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2025 

The GIN-McMaster Guideline 

Development Checklist 

Extension for Engagement 

GIN 2025 Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2025 

Development of the GIN-

McMaster GDC Extension for 

Engagement 

GIN 2025 Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2025 

Experiences in generating 

contextual information to 

inform development and 

adaptation of clinical and 

public health guidelines 

GIN 2025 Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2025 
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Developing recommendations 

about diagnostic tests and 

strategies: a survey of 

methodological guidance 

documents 

GIN 2025 Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2025 

Reconciliation of guidance 

documents and prioritization of 

questions for a World Health 

Organization’s guideline 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2024 

Interest holder engagement in 

practice guideline 

development: a survey of 

methodological guidance by 

guideline-producing 

organizations 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2024 

Priority setting in practice 

guideline development: a 

survey of methodological 

guidance by guideline-

producing organizations 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2024 

Equity Consideration During 

Guideline Development: A 

Methodological Review 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Ms. Jana Khawandi Sept 2024 

Cooperative approaches in 

guideline development: a 

survey of methodological 

guidance by guideline-

producing organizations 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Ms. Lili Zeidan Sept 2024 

Virtual versus in-person format 

for guideline panel meetings: A 

qualitative study 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Mr. Anas El Zouhbi Sept 2024 

Generating contextual 

information to inform 

Global Evidence 

Summit 2024 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2024 
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development and adaptation of 

practice guidelines (poster) 

Collaborating: with whom and 

how? (Conference Opening / 

Plenary 1 - Collaboration & 

Harmonization Within and 

Between Guidelines) 

G-I-N 18th annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, Scotland  

Dr. Elie Akl Sept 2023 

A new taxonomy is proposed 

for defining the interests of 

stakeholders’ representatives in 

health research: the case of 

guideline development 

G-I-N 18th annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Dr. Elie Akl Sept 2023 

Conflict of interest and funding 

policies in practice guideline 

development: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

G-I-N 18th annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2023 

Methods for updating practice 

guidelines: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

G-I-N 18th annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2023 

Roles of contributors, panel 

composition, and policies for 

authorship in practice guideline 

development: a methodological 

survey of published guidance 

G-I-N 18th annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2023 

GIN-McMaster Guideline 

Development Checklist – 

Stakeholder Involvement 

Extension 

G-I-N 18th annual 

conference, 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2023 

A new taxonomy is proposed 

for defining the interests of 

stakeholders’ representatives in 

health research 

27th Cochrane 

Colloquium, 

London, UK 

Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2023 

Conflict of interest issues when G-I-N 17th annual Ms. Joanne Khabsa Sept 2022 
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engaging stakeholders in health 

and healthcare guideline 

development: a systematic 

review 

conference, 

Toronto, Canada 

A framework for the 

development of living practice 

guidelines in healthcare 

G-I-N 17th annual 

conference, 

Toronto, Canada 

Dr. Elie Akl Sept 2022 

Guidance for identifying trial 

participants with missing 

outcome data 

Webinar organized 

by the department 

of evidence‑based 

medicine and 

evaluation at 

danube university 

krems, austria and 

the rti-university of 

north carolina 

evidence-based 

practice center, use 

Dr. Lara Kahale Oct 2020 

Enhancing evidence-based 

health care; the journey of the 

American University of Beirut 

GRADE centre 

Webinar organized 

by the department 

of primary care and 

public health in 

brighton and sussex 

medical school, 

brighton, england 

Dr. Lara Kahale Oct 2020 

Is COVID-19 a turning point 

for living guidelines?  

Oct 2nd, 2020, 

guidelines 

international 

network pitstop 

Dr. Elie Akl Oct 2020 

Adolopment of the european 

commission initiative on breast 

cancer screening guidelines to 

the tunisian setting 

26th Cochrane 

colloquium, 

Santiago, Chile 

(accepted- 

Dr. Lara Kahale Oct 2019 
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colloquium was 

cancelled) 

Adolopment of the european 

commission initiative on breast 

cancer screening guidelines to 

the tunisian setting 

9th annual AUB 

biomedical 

research day 

Dr. Lara Kahale Mar 2019 

Qualitative and quantitative 

analysis of guideline panel and 

content expert views toward 

management of conflict of 

interest during guideline 

development 

Global evidence 

summit, Cape 

Town, South 

Africa 

Dr. Elie Akl Sep 2017 

Lessons learned from adopting 

an integrated approach to 

promote evidence-informed 

health policymaking: a case 

experience from a middle-

income country 

Global evidence 

summit, Cape 

Town, South 

Africa 

Dr. Elie Akl Sep 2017 

Living systematic reviews: an 

approach to bridge the 

research-practice gap 

5th annual NHMRC 

symposium on 

research 

translation, 

Melbourne, 

Australia 

Ms. Anneliese 

Synnot, Dr. Tari 

Turner, Dr. James 

Thomas, Dr. Elie 

Akl, Mr. Steve 

McDonald, Mr. Lan 

Shemilt, Dr. Sally 

Green, Dr. Julian 

Elliott 

Nov 2016 

 

Living systematic review: an 

approach to bridge the 

research-practice gap 

3rd biennial 

Australasian 

implementation 

conference, 

Melbourne, 

Australia 

Ms. Anneliese 

Synnot, Dr. Tari 

Turner, Dr. James 

Thomas, Dr. Elie 

Akl, Mr. Steve 

McDonald, Mr. Lan 

Oct 2016 
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Shemilt, Dr. Sally 

Green, Dr. Julian 

Elliott 

Use of systematic reviews 

when adapting guidelines 

24th Cochrane 

colloquium, Seoul, 

South Korea 

Dr. Andrea Darzi, 

Ms. Manale 

Harfouche, Dr. 

Thurayya Arayssi, 

Dr. Robin 

Christiansen, Dr. 

Jasvinder Singh, Dr. 

Peter Tugwell, Dr. 

Holger Schünemann 

H, Dr. Elie Akl 

Oct 2016 

Adaptation of guidelines: What 

methodological frameworks 

have been proposed? 

G-I-N 13th annual 

conference, 

Philadelphia, USA 

Darzi et al. Sep 2016 

 

A very low number of national 

adaptations of the who 

guidelines for hiv and 

tuberculosis reported their 

processes 

G-I-N 13th Annual 

Conference, 

Philadelphia, USA 

Godah et al. Sep 2016 

 

Methodologies used in 

adaptation of health-related 

guidelines: a systematic survey 

G-I-N 13th annual 

conference, 

Philadelphia, USA 

Abdul Khalek et al. Sep 2016 

 

The use of modeling for 

economic evaluations in 

practice guidelines: a 

systematic survey of the 

literature 

G-I-N 13th annual 

conference, 

Philadelphia, USA 

Manja V. et al. Sep 2016 

 

Do physicians like and 

understand trustworthy 

guidelines in new presentation 

formats? Survey and 

G-I-N 12th annual 

conference, 

Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands 

Dr. Linn Brandt, Dr. 

Judith Thornton, Dr. 

Alonso Coello, Dr. 

Elie Akl, Dr. Gordon 

Oct 2015 
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randomized trial in educational 

sessions 

Guyatt, Dr. Per Olav 

Vandvik, Dr. Annette 

Kristiansen 

Incorporating patient values 

and preferences in clinical 

practice guideline development 

through systematic reviews 

G-I-N 12th annual 

Conference, 

Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands 

Dr. Yuan Zhang, Dr. 

Pablo Alonso-Coello, 

Dr. Holger  

Schunemann on 

behalf of McMaster 

GRADE Team of 

Values and 

Preferences for 

Guideline 

Development 

Oct 2015 

Do clinicians want 

recommendations? a 

randomized trial comparing 

evidence summaries with and 

without recommendations 

G-I-N 11th annual 

conference, 

Melbourne, 

Australia  

Dr. Ignacio Neumann 

on behalf of the 

author group 

Aug 2014 

GRADE/DECIDE evidence-to-

decision framework to 

facilitate adaptation of practice 

guidelines: a case study 

G-I-N 11th annual 

conference, 

Melbourne, 

Australia  

Dr. Reem Mustafa, 

for the McMaster 

Guideline Working 

Group 

Aug 2014 

 

 

International meetings 

Topic Date/ Location Speakers Number of 

Participants 

Campbell & Cochrane Health 

Equity Meeting  

Virtual Dr. Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: contributors 

27 

Multi-stakeholder engagement 

(MuSE) in guideline 

development 

Sept 2022/Toronto, 

Canada 

Dr. Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: contributors 

13 

Multi-stakeholder engagement Feb 2021/Bruyère Dr. Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 61 
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(MuSE) in guideline 

development 

Research Institute, 

Ottawa, Canada 

(Virtual) 

Khabsa: contributors 

Multi-stakeholder engagement 

(MuSE) in guideline 

development 

Feb 2020/Bruyère 

Research Institute, 

Ottawa, Canada 

Dr. Elie Akl; Ms. Joanne 

Khabsa: contributors 

20 

WHO guideline development 

group meeting updating the 

WHO global policy 

recommendations on ‘increasing 

access to health workers in 

remote and rural areas through 

improved retention’ 

March 2020/WHO 

Turkey 

Dr. Elie Akl: co-chair, 

methodologist; Ms. Amena 

El-Harakeh member of 

systematic review team 

25 

Expert consultation meeting on 

adapting the World Health 

Organization (WHO) guidelines 

to the eastern Mediterranean 

region 

May 2016/AUB, 

Lebanon 

Dr. Elie Akl; Dr. Andrea 

Darzi; Dr. Arash Rashidian; 

Dr. Fady El- Jardali, Dr. 

Holger Schünemann; Dr. 

Kevin Pottie,  

Dr. Khalid Yunis 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


