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June 15, 2026

Dear All,

We would like to bring to your attention a few funding opportunities that might be of interest to you. Please find below details:

NEW FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

INNOVATIONS CFP FOCUS AREA 2: VACCINE CANDIDATES FOR PRIORITY PATHOGENS AND VIRAL FAMILIES

Funder: Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 

Objectives: This initiative aims to support the development of vaccine candidates targeting priority pathogens and advance
rapid-response vaccine platforms to enhance preparedness for future epidemic and pandemic threats.

Eligibility: Organizations worldwide.

Amount:
Exploratory Awards (up to US$1 million over 18 months), Preclinical Development Awards (up to US$5 million),
and Clinical Development Awards (up to five years of support), depending on the development stage of the
vaccine candidate.

Deadline: July 13, 2026 (Proposal)

Link: here

GLOBAL GRANTS FOR GUT HEALTH RESEARCH

Funder: Nature Awards 

Objectives: This program supports investigator-led research on the human gut microbiota, with the 2026 cycle focusing on
understanding the mechanisms by which the gut microbiome influences the human nervous system through the
gut–brain axis. 

Eligibility:
Academic researchers worldwide at all career stages.
Applicants must demonstrate excellence in their field and the ability to lead an independent research
project.

Amount: Up to USD 100,000.

Deadline: July 14, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

INTELLIGENCE VENTURE

Funder: John Templeton Foundation 

Objectives: This initiative aims to support interdisciplinary research on the nature, origins, and future of intelligence across
humans, animals, and artificial systems.

Eligibility: Entities worldwide.

Amount:
Funding amount varies by project scope. Applicants should request a budget that is justified and appropriate for
the proposed project.

Deadline:
July 15, 2026 (Project idea submission through an Online Funding Inquiry); December 4, 2026 (Full proposal by
invitation)

Link: here

https://cepi.my.site.com/call-for-proposal?id=a1zP3000001Dz3VIAS
https://www.nature.com/immersive/gutgrants/index.html
https://www.templeton.org/grants/apply-for-grant
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WELLCOME PRIZE FOR MENTAL HEALTH SCIENCE 

Funder: Wellcome Trust in partnership with Nature

Objectives: The Wellcome Prize is now accepting applications to support the development of innovative interventions that
improve the lives of people affected by anxiety, depression, and psychosis. The programme aims to accelerate
adoption, policy integration, and public investment in effective mental health solutions.

Eligibility: Research teams worldwide.

Amount: US$1 million (overall winner); US$250,000 (runners-up)

Deadline: September 18, 2026

Link: here

PREVIOUSLY SHARED AND STILL OPEN OPPORTUNITIES:

Funding Body: Wellcome Trust 

Objectives: This scheme provides funding for early-career researchers from any discipline who are ready to develop their
research identity. Through innovative projects, they will deliver shifts in understanding related to human life,
health and wellbeing. 

Eligibility: Early-career researchers in any relevant discipline. 

Amount: The salary of the early-career researcher and up to £400,000 for research expenses.

Deadline: July 21, 2026

Link: here

WELLCOME EARLY-CAREER AWARDS

Funding Body: Wellcome Trust 

Objectives: This scheme provides funding for mid-career researchers from any discipline who have the potential to be
international research leaders.

Eligibility: Mid-career researchers from low- or middle-income countries.
Must be ready to lead a substantial and innovative research program.

Amount: The annual expenditure for a Career Development Award is usually below £250,000 excluding the applicant’s
salary. Applications above this value will be subject to additional scrutiny.

Deadline: July 28, 2026

Link: here

WELLCOME CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

https://www.nature.com/immersive/wellcomeprizementalhealth/index.html
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-early-career-awards
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-career-development-awards
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Funding Body: LEO Foundation

Objectives: This initiative aims to improve understanding of the biological, chemical, pharmacological, and clinical aspects
of dermatological diseases and their impact on patients.

Eligibility: Researchers must hold at least a PhD or equivalent and be affiliated with a university, hospital, or non-profit
organization anywhere in the world.

Amount: DKK 2-4 million for or a period of 1-3 years.

Deadline: August 25, 2026 (Application; Call opens on June 29)

Link: here

RESEARCH GRANTS
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Funding Body:Merck Group 

Objectives: For the 2026 funding cycle, Merck is inviting proposals in the following priority focus areas:
In-vitro models and assays to identify novel therapies for neuroinflammatory diseases - one grant of up to
250,000 EUR per year for up to 2 years.
Artificial intelligence in cell culture media and process development - one grant of up to 150,000 EUR per
year for up to 3 years.
Innovative approaches to economical remediation of contaminated high volume materials - one grant of
up to 150,000 EUR per year for up to 2 years.
Condensate-based high-sensitivity cell-free screening assays for the modulation of protein-protein
interactions  - one grant of up to 100,000 EUR per year for up to 3 years.
Advancing molecule synthesis and discovery - up to 3 grants each comprising a 1-year full Synthia®
Retrosynthesis Software license, training, and extensive interaction with Merck’s scientists.

Eligibility: Researchers at all career stages affiliated with universities, research institutions, or companies (academic or
industry) worldwide.
No restrictions on seniority, discipline, or geographic location, provided institutional affiliation requirements
are met.

Amount: Up to €500,000 per year, for a maximum duration of three years, depending on the focus area.

Deadline: August 31, 2026

Link: here

RESEARCH GRANTS

INVESTIGATOR SPONSORED RESEARCH

Funding Body: Pfizer

Objectives: The aim is to support Investigator Sponsored Research (ISR) projects that advance medical and scientific
knowledge about Pfizer therapies.

Eligibility: Researchers interested in conducting their own research.

Amount: Not specified.

Deadline: September 9, 2026

Link: here

https://leo-foundation.org/en/grants-and-awards/research-grants/
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/research/open-innovation/research-grants.html
https://www.pfizer.com/about/programs-policies/grants/investigator-sponsored-research
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DRUG DEVELOPMENT RFP

Funding Body: Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation

Objectives: This RFP supports investigational new drug (IND)-enabling studies (or the international equivalent) and early-
phase clinical trials that test promising pharmacological interventions and devices for Alzheimer’s disease (AD)
and related dementias. 

Eligibility: Researchers worldwide based at academic medical centers or universities.
Industry partnerships are encouraged.

Amount: Up to $5,000,000 based on stage and scope of research. For studies requiring additional support, co-funding
from other funding agencies or investors is encouraged. 

Deadline: September 14, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here
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Funding Body: Alzheimer's Drug Discovery Foundation

Objectives: The aim of this RFP is to further develop and validate established biomarkers in Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias that address a clear clinical need, with priority given to those with a defined context of use, a clear
advantage over existing biomarkers, and a pathway toward clinical use and/or commercialization.

Eligibility: Researchers worldwide at academic medical centers or universities.
Industry partnerships are encouraged.

Amount: Up to $600,000 based on stage and scope of research. Only direct costs are allowed.

Deadline: September 14, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here

NEUROIMAGING AND CSF BIOMARKER PROGRAM

Funding Body: Alzheimer's Drug Discovery Foundation

Objectives: This initiative supports research on precision prevention, combination therapies, and comparative effectiveness
to reduce Alzheimer’s and dementia risk. Focus areas include targeted interventions for modifiable and genetic
risk factors, synergistic drug combinations, and evaluating clinically equivalent drugs for superior dementia
prevention outcomes.

Eligibility: Researchers and clinicians worldwide at academic medical centers, universities, non-profits, or
biotechnology companies.
Both established companies and new startups.

Amount: Up to $5,000,000 for clinical trials based on stage and scope of research.

Deadline: September 14, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here

PREVENTION RFP

https://www.alzdiscovery.org/research-and-grants/funding-opportunities/drug-development-rfp
https://www.alzdiscovery.org/research-and-grants/funding-opportunities/biomarkers
https://www.alzdiscovery.org/research-and-grants/funding-opportunities/prevention-pipeline
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Funding Body: Wellcome Trust

Objectives: This scheme provides funding for established researchers and teams from any discipline who want to pursue
bold and creative research ideas to deliver significant shifts in understanding related to human life, health and
wellbeing.

Eligibility: Low- or middle-income countries (apart from India and mainland China) including Lebanon.

Amount: £3.5 million over approximately 7 years (typically 3–8 years), with applications above £5 million subject to
additional scrutiny.

Deadline: September 22, 2026

Link: here

WELLCOME DISCOVERY AWARDS

June 1, 2026

Funding Body: ResMed Foundation

Objectives: The aim of these proposals is to support innovative research on sleep disordered breathing (SDB) and
respiratory disorders, emphasizing diagnosis, treatment, and management. Focus areas include comorbidities
like cardiovascular diseases, metabolic syndrome, insomnia, asthma, COPD, and applications of AI/ML, remote
monitoring, health economics, and clinical outcomes translation.

Eligibility: Qualified tax-exempt organization under US IRS 501(c)(3) or equivalent in another country. 
Clinical research proposals related to sleep-disordered breathing (SDB).

Amount: Up to $1,350,000 annually.

Deadline: September 15 and December 15, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

CLINICAL RESEARCH PROPOSALS

TRACK 02: HEALTH SYSTEMS AND NURSING ORGANIZATIONS GRANT FOR LOW TO MID-RESOURCE COUNTRIES 

Funder: Johnson & Johnson Foundation

Objectives: This grant aims to strengthen health systems in low- to mid-resource countries by supporting nurse-led,
interdisciplinary projects that improve healthcare workforce wellbeing, enhance working conditions, and build
resilient, sustainable healthcare delivery systems.

Eligibility:
Open to nursing organizations, health systems, and related institutions in low- and middle-income countries.
Applicants must propose nurse-led or nursing-involved projects focused on strengthening health systems,
workforce capacity, or working conditions.

Amount: $175,000

Deadline: September 21, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-discovery-awards
http://www.resmedfoundation.org/funding/scientific-research.php
https://apply.nursehack4health.org/
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PROGRAM SUPPORT: ADVANCING GLOBAL CARDIAC AND MATERNAL HEALTH

Funding Body: Laerdal Foundation

Objectives: The aim is to support research projects advancing resuscitation, trauma, and maternal/ newborn care.

Eligibility: A concept proposal must be submitted by the head of the research group.
Proposed programs must support the Foundation's strategy.

Amount: Up to USD 150,000 for each of three consecutive years for programs that support the Foundation’s strategy.
Institutional overhead costs can be covered up to 10%.

Deadline: October 1, 2026 (Concept proposal)

Link: here

June 1, 2026

THERAPEUTIC CATALYST 

Funder: Cancer Research UK 

Objectives: The Therapeutic Catalyst accelerates the translation of laboratory discoveries into novel cancer therapeutics.

Eligibility:
Academic researcher affiliated with a university or research institute worldwide.
Must have access to and run their own laboratory.

Amount: Up to £250k for up to 18 months. 

Deadline: September 25, 2026 (Expression of Interest)

Link: here

Funding Body: Laerdal Foundation

Objectives: This supports applications that relate to factors 2 and 3 of the Utstein Formula for Survival .

Eligibility: Applications must align with the Foundation's strategy.
Applications related to improved education and/or implementation are particularly welcome.

Amount: $50,000

Deadline: October 1, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

PROJECT SUPPORT

CLINICAL CANCER RESEARCH GRANTS

Funding Body: Rising Tide Foundation (RTF)

Objectives:
This initiative supports innovative, patient-centered clinical trials to improve cancer patients’ treatment options
and quality of life. The Foundation supports phase I to phase III interventional clinical trials but do not fund basic
research, phase IV trials, or observational studies. 

Eligibility: Institutions worldwide, if effective grant oversight is feasible.

Amount: The Foundation does not cover the full clinical trial cost. It funds USD 100,000 per each year of the trial duration

Deadline: November 23, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here

https://www.laerdalfoundation.org/program-support
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/for-researchers/apply-for-and-manage-your-funding/our-funding-schemes/therapeutic-catalyst
https://www.laerdalfoundation.org/projectsupport
https://www.risingtide-foundation.org/clinical-cancer-research-how-to-apply/


If you are interested in any of the funding opportunities listed above, please contact Ms. Lyn Sinno
at the Clinical Research Institute via email at ls109@aub.edu.lb or through the following: 
Tel: 961-1-350000; Ext. 5776 and coordinate with the Pre-Award Unit at the Office of Research 
(Ms. Leen Haydar: lh44@aub.edu.lb) for internal review, submission procedures, and guidance on
required documents. 

mailto:ls109@aub.edu.lb
mailto:lh44@aub.edu.lb

