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Dear All,
We would like to bring to your attention a few funding opportunities that might be of interest to you. Please find below details:

NEW FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

GLOBAL SCIENCE SUMMIT PROGRAMME 2026
Funder: Novo Nordisk Foundation

Objectives: This program supports large-scale collaborative research projects focused on addressing cardiometabolic
diseases through innovative, interdisciplinary approaches. It is designed for ambitious partnerships leveraging
advanced technologies and cross-sector expertise.

Eligibility: Eligible for AUB — Open globally and research-focused; suitable for institutional/consortium-led proposals.
Amount: Approximately USD 1 million
Deadline: September 1, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Funder: Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO Foundation

Objectives: This award supports early-career clinical investigators in establishing independent cancer research programs
focused on patient-oriented studies, including clinical and translational research involving human subjects.
Excludes projects primarily centered on in vitro or animal studies.

Physicians (MD, DO, or international equivalent) in the first to fourth year of a full-time primary faculty

Eligibility: appointment in a clinical department at an academic medical institution.

Amount: $200,000USD

Deadline: October 8, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

Funder: Cancer Research Institute

Objectives: This award supports early-stage innovations bridging technology and clinical cancer immunology to advance
immunotherapy. Focus areas include computational systems biology, advanced profiling, real-time visualization,
multicellular models, and novel therapeutics, aiming to enhance understanding, prediction, and treatment of
cancer immune responses.

Eligibility: Applicants must hold a tenure-track position at a not for profit research center or institution.

Amount: $600,000USD

Deadline: November 16, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here
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https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/global-science-summit-programme-2026/
https://www.asco.org/career-development/grants-awards/funding-opportunities/career-development-award
https://www.cancerresearch.org/technology-impact-award
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Funder: Biocodex Microbiota Foundation

Objectives: These projects support research on the human gut microbiota's role in health and disease, focusing on
perturbations caused by factors like drugs, lifestyle, and smoking. Projects should investigate underlying
mechanisms and may analyze clinical trial samples but exclude randomized controlled trials.

C e ¢ Open to physicians, PhDs, and PharmDs in relevant fields.

Eligibility: . _— .
¢ No geographic restrictions for applicants.

Amount: €200,000EUR

Deadline: November 30, 2026 (Application)

Link: here

CLINIC AND LABORATORY INTEGRATION PROGRAM

Funder: Cancer Research Institute

Objectives: This program provides funding for research integrating laboratory insights and clinical applications in cancer
immunology. Focus areas include leveraging basic science for clinical solutions, advancing therapeutic
strategies, informing fundamental discovery through clinical observations, and improving immunotherapy
testing, delivery, and patient outcomes.

e Tenure-track assistant professor or higher rank required at award activation.
¢ No citizenship restrictions; research may be conducted in the U.S. or abroad.

Amount: $300,000USD-$600,000USD

Eligibility:

Deadline: December 1, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here

CLINICAL INNOVATOR GRANT

Funder: Cancer Research Institute

Objectives: This grant supports investigator-led phase I/ll or phase Il clinical trials focused on novel immunotherapy
approaches, predictive biomarker discovery, and mechanistic insights into clinical responses.

¢ Applicants must be the PI of the proposed study.
Eligibility: ¢ No citizenship restrictions; research may be conducted in the U.S. or abroad (excluding for-profit
institutions).

Amount: $1M per trial
Deadline: December 1, 2026 (Protocol Concept)
Link: here
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https://www.biocodexmicrobiotafoundation.com/international-research-grant/international-call-projects
https://www.cancerresearch.org/clip
https://www.cancerresearch.org/clinical-innovator
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PREVIOUSLY SHARED AND STILL OPEN OPPORTUNITIES:

ANN THEODORE FOUNDATION LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN MEDICINE AND SARCOIDOSIS

Funder: Milken Institute

Objectives: This initiative supports early-career researchers investigating sarcoidosis across biology, immunology, genetics,
epidemiology, and clinical care.

Eligibility: Doctorate-level investigators affiliated with eligible research institutions worldwide. For detailed eligibility
9 ’ criteria, please refer to the link below.

Amount: $200,000
Deadline: July 23, 2026 (Optional LOI); October 26, 2026 (Proposal)

Link: here

NEA GRANTS

Funder: National Eczema Association

Objectives: e Catalyst Grant: Accelerates the careers of early-career scientists through hypothesis-driven research that
lays the foundation for future breakthroughs.
e Champion Grant: Empowers established researchers to tackle pressing challenges or apply their expertise
to advance eczema research at the highest level.
¢ Childhood Eczema Challenge Grant: Advances pediatric eczema research in collaboration with PeDRA,
supporting early and mid-career investigators committed to improving children’s health.

Eligibility: !Early-c.:areer inve§tigators (Catalyst Grant); Established investigators (Champion Grant); Early- and mid-career
investigators (Childhood Eczema Challenge)

Amount: Up to $50,000 (Catalyst and Childhood Eczema Challenge Grants); Up to $100,000 (Champion Grant)

Deadline: August 14, 2026 (Proposal)

Link: here

RESEARCH GRANTS

Funding Body: LEO Foundation

Objectives: This initiative aims to improve understanding of the biological, chemical, pharmacological, and clinical aspects
of dermatological diseases and their impact on patients.

Eligibility: Researchers must hold at least a PhD or equivalent and be affiliated with a university, hospital, or non-profit
organization anywhere in the world.

Amount: DKK 2-4 million for or a period of 1-3 years.

Deadline: August 25, 2026 (Application; Call opens on June 29)

Link: here
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https://milkeninstitute.org/content-hub/rfps/request-proposals-ann-theodore-foundation-learning-opportunities-medicine-and-sarcoidosis-0
https://nationaleczema.org/grant-details/
https://leo-foundation.org/en/grants-and-awards/research-grants/
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Funder: Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI)

Objectives: This opportunity seeks research proposals aligned with the Polio Endgame Strategy 2022-2026, focusing on
vaccine immunogenicity, surveillance, product development, epidemiology, virology, immunology, containment,
and monitoring. It aims to generate critical data to support global polio eradication efforts across diverse
scientific disciplines.

Eligibility: Research institutions and private companies
Amount: $50,000-$300,000
Deadline: August 31, 2026 (Proposal)

Link: here

RESEARCH GRANTS

Funding Body: Merck Group

Objectives: For the 2026 funding cycle, Merck is inviting proposals in the following priority focus areas:

¢ In-vitro models and assays to identify novel therapies for neuroinflammatory diseases - one grant of up to
250,000 EUR per year for up to 2 years.

¢ Artificial intelligence in cell culture media and process development - one grant of up to 150,000 EUR per
year for up to 3 years.

¢ Innovative approaches to economical remediation of contaminated high volume materials - one grant of
up to 150,000 EUR per year for up to 2 years.

¢ Condensate-based high-sensitivity cell-free screening assays for the modulation of protein-protein
interactions - one grant of up to 100,000 EUR per year for up to 3 years.

¢ Advancing molecule synthesis and discovery - up to 3 grants each comprising a 1-year full Synthia®
Retrosynthesis Software license, training, and extensive interaction with Merck’s scientists.

Eligibility: e Researchers at all career stages affiliated with universities, research institutions, or companies (academic or
industry) worldwide.
¢ No restrictions on seniority, discipline, or geographic location, provided institutional affiliation requirements
are met.

Amount: Up to €500,000 per year, for a maximum duration of three years, depending on the focus area.
Deadline: August 31, 2026

Link: here

ACCELERATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMBINED CGM-PUMP DEVICES

Funder: Breakthrough T1D

Objectives: This initiative aims to support projects that accelerate the development and translation of integrated continuous
glucose monitoring (CGM) and insulin pump technologies for people with type 1 diabetes.

e Academic and industry applicants

Eligibility: ¢ Doctorate-level applicants having a faculty position or equivalent at an eligible institution
Amount: Up to a total of $900,000 USD for up to three years.

Deadline: September 2, 2026 (LOI); November 4, 2026 (Proposal)

Link: here
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https://www.breakthrought1d.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/CGM-PUMP-RFA.pdf
https://polioeradication.org/what-we-do/current-research-areas/grants-and-collaborations/
https://www.merckgroup.com/en/research/open-innovation/research-grants.html
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INVESTIGATOR SPONSORED RESEARCH

Funding Body: Pfizer

Objectives:

Eligibility:
Amount:
Deadline:

Link:

The aim is to support Investigator Sponsored Research (ISR) projects that advance medical and scientific
knowledge about Pfizer therapies.

Researchers interested in conducting their own research.
Not specified.
September 9, 2026

here

TRACK 02: HEALTH SYSTEMS AND NURSING ORGANIZATIONS GRANT FOR LOW TO MID-RESOURCE COUNTRIES

Funder:

Objectives:

Eligibility:

Amount:
Deadline:

Link:

Johnson & Johnson Foundation

This grant aims to strengthen health systems in low- to mid-resource countries by supporting nurse-led,
interdisciplinary projects that improve healthcare workforce wellbeing, enhance working conditions, and build
resilient, sustainable healthcare delivery systems.

¢ Open to nursing organizations, health systems, and related institutions in low- and middle-income countries.
e Applicants must propose nurse-led or nursing-involved projects focused on strengthening health systems,
workforce capacity, or working conditions.

$175,000
September 21, 2026 (Application)

here

WELLCOME DISCOVERY AWARDS

Funding Body: Wellcome Trust

Objectives:

Eligibility:

Amount:

Deadline:

Link:
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This scheme provides funding for established researchers and teams from any discipline who want to pursue
bold and creative research ideas to deliver significant shifts in understanding related to human life, health and
wellbeing.

Low- or middle-income countries (apart from India and mainland China) including Lebanon.

£3.5 million over approximately 7 years (typically 3—8 years), with applications above £5 million subject to
additional scrutiny.

September 22, 2026

here



https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-discovery-awards
https://apply.nursehack4health.org/
https://www.pfizer.com/about/programs-policies/grants/investigator-sponsored-research
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Funder: Cancer Research UK

Objectives: The Therapeutic Catalyst accelerates the translation of laboratory discoveries into novel cancer therapeutics.

(Award Types: Target Award and Early Therapy Award)

Eligibility: e Academic resgarcher affiliated with a un?versity or research institute worldwide.
e Must have their own lab and/or perform independent research.

Amount: Up to £250K or £350k per project, depending on award type.

Deadline: September 25, 2026 (Expression of Interest)

Link: here

SEED GRANTS

Funding Body: ZOLL Foundation

Objectives: This initiative supports innovative research to improve outcomes for patients with cardiopulmonary, respiratory,
and neurological conditions.
Eligibility: e Early-stage or newer researcher with formal institutional or agency affiliation.
e Must be mentored and referenced by a more established investigator.
Amount: Up to $50,000
Deadline: September 30, 2026 (Application)
Link: here

CLINICAL CANCER RESEARCH GRANTS

Funding Body: Rising Tide Foundation (RTF)

This initiative supports innovative, patient-centered clinical trials to improve cancer patients’ treatment options
Objectives: and quality of life. The Foundation supports phase | to phase Il interventional clinical trials but do not fund basic
research, phase IV trials, or observational studies.

Eligibility: Institutions worldwide, if effective grant oversight is feasible.
Amount: The Foundation does not cover the full clinical trial cost. It funds USD 100,000 per each year of the trial duration
Deadline: November 23, 2026 (LOI)

Link: here
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https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/for-researchers/apply-for-and-manage-your-funding/our-funding-schemes/therapeutic-catalyst
https://www.zollfoundation.org/apply.html
https://www.risingtide-foundation.org/clinical-cancer-research-how-to-apply/
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Please contact Ms. Lyn Sinno (Is109@aub.edu.lb; ext. 5776) if you are interested in any of the listed
funding opportunities or require support in identifying suitable opportunities, assessing eligibility
criteria, understanding funding timelines, or preparing submissions in accordance with funder and
institutional requirements. You are also encouraged to coordinate with the Pre-Award Unit at the
Office of Research (Ms. Leen Haydar: |h44@aub.edu.lb) for internal review, submission procedures,
and guidance on required documents before any external submission.

Completed transmittal forms must be submitted at least five working days prior

to the external deadline.
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