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Disclaimer 
 

I am responsible for the 

contents of this 

presentation. The views 

expressed should not be 

construed as representing 

those of the National 

Center for Ethics in Health 

Care, the Veterans Health 

Administration, the US 

Department of Defense, or 

the US government. 



The aches of others hang by a hair. 
- Sancho Panza  



ñHell is other people.ò 
From No Exit by Jean-Paul Sartre  



Look at the birds ï 

theyôre free and yet they 

build nests . . . . Weôre 

all looking for freedom 

from our obligations to 

our fellow man, but that 

is precisely what makes 

us human beings. . .    

Leo Tolstoy and Maxim Gorky, 1900 

Tolstoy in an interview with Gorky 

In The Portable Twentieth-Century Russian Reader, C. Brown ed. New York: Penguin. pg 33. 



Nursesô Perceptions of Nursing* 

ÅPeople donôt understand nursing unless they 

or a family member has been sick 

ÅNursing as a way of life - Nurses have a 

strong personal identification with nursing 

ÅThe primary value of nursing is a more 

holistic approach to patient care 

ÅNurse participation in decision making varies 

considerably by type of unit or work 

ÅNurses act as patient advocates 

*Data from the International 

   Value of Nursing Study 




