
 
 Deep Roots, Endless Skies  

 

AUBMC   |    Credits   |    Contact Us  Search
 

 

First Medical Ethics Teaching Symposium 

In 2003, the World Medical Association proclaimed that a global Medical 
Ethics Day will be observed every September 18. On the occasion of that 
day, the American University of Beirut Faculty of Medicine and under the 
organization of its Ethics Matters Initiative organized a symposium on 
“Teaching Medical Ethics in Lebanese Medical Schools” on September 18, 
2009 at the Gefinor Rotana Hotel in Beirut. The keynote address was 
presented by Dr. Philip Rosoff, professor of pediatrics and director of clinical 
ethics at Duke University who was introduced by Dr. Samir Atweh, associate 
dean for medical education. The Ethics Matters Initiative was then 

introduced by Dr. Ramzi Sabra, assistant dean for medical education who co-organized the event with Dr. 
Thalia Arawi. Dr. Arawi, AUBMC clinical bioethicist and coordinator of the Ethics Matters Initiative, 
opened the symposium with an introductory presentation about the need for ethics teaching in medical 
schools and raised questions about the magnitude of the hidden curriculum and the importance of 
rethinking admission policies and criteria. 
 
The symposium included a series of short presentations by representatives of the various medical 
schools on their medical ethics curricula. 
 
Towards the end, a panel discussion took place and the following recommendations ensued: 
 
1. Medical schools should reexamine their admissions criteria, policies and practices to ensure that those 
individuals with high ethical standards and moral character, or those who have the potential to develop in 
that direction, are admitted. 
2. Biomedical ethics education should be longitudinal, spanning all the undergraduate years, and should 
extend into graduate training and postgraduate careers (continuing medical education). 
3. Multiple methods and approaches to teaching and to student assessment are recommended, and 
these should align with the multiple objectives of medical ethics education, encompassing knowledge, 
attitudes, behavior, and skills. 
4. Medical schools and the academic medical centers housing them should foster an institutional culture 

http://www.aubmc.org.lb/
https://services.aubmc.org.lb/ext/aubmc_news/users/credits.asp
https://services.aubmc.org.lb/ext/aubmc_news/users/contact.asp
https://services.aubmc.org.lb/ext/aubmc_news/users/main.asp


that supports and upholds the ethical principles of the practice of medicine. The same strict standards for 
behavior should be applied to all the constituency of the school, beginning with the members of the 
faculty who should serve as good role models for students and residents. 
5. It is recommended that representatives of the various medical schools in Lebanon form a network 
dedicated to bioethics education, with the aim of developing a common vision for bioethics education in 
Lebanon based on a common set of values and objectives. This network should collaborate and consult 
with other bodies such as the National Lebanese Consultative Committee for Ethics, the UNESCO 
Committee for Bioethics, and others.  
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