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Ethics Matters Initiative Launched at AUB Faculty of Medicine 

The ever-growing developments in medicine and healthcare have brought up scores of ethical issues that 
deserve much needed awareness. On this note, the Ethics Matters Initiative was launched in November 
2008 under the Education Unit of the Medical Dean's Office. The idea of the initiative was conceived by 
Dr. Thalia Arawi, clinical bioethicist and coordinator of bioethics teaching at the Faculty of Medicine. 
 
The main purpose of the initiative is to “raise and enhance the general awareness of the AUB community, 
in general, and that of the Faculty of Medicine and Medical Center in particular, to the importance and 
relevance of ethical issues in healthcare” as stated in the initiative’s website. It also provides opportunities 
to stay abreast of new developments in biomedical ethics, as well as complements and supports the 
educational program in biomedical ethics at the Faculty of Medicine. 
 
Throughout the academic year, the initiative held four lectures: “Teaching Medical Ethics in Medical 
Schools and the University”, “The Good Gene or the God Gene”, “Cosmethics or Medicine? Better 
misspelled or malpracticed?”, and “End of Life Issues in Medicine”, in which Sayyed Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah gave a short presentation dealing with end of life issues in medicine as perceived from the 
perspective of the Islamic Shari’a. In addition, May 2009 witnessed the launch of the Biomedical Ethics 
Digital Repository. It contains videos, audios, and related items connected to biomedical ethics. The 
repository is constantly being updated and can be accessed from the biomedical ethics website (under 
Resources) and/or from the ACC digital repository (under Biomedical Ethics Collection). 
 
The initiative’s next step is holding seminars, workshops, lectures, and expanding its digital repositories. 
The biomedical ethics website provides a number of resources on the issue of bioethics (including books, 
journals, videos, databases, and websites), links to the white coat ceremonies held at AUBMC, the 
Institutional Review Board, and reflections of medical students and faculty.  
 
The website can be accessed through the following link: 
http://services.aubmc.org.lb/ext/bio/website/index.html 
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