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DEANOS MESSAGE

Welcome to the Rafic Hariri School of Nursing (HSON) Newsletter of 2023! | took office as Dean January 2023, so let
me start by introducing myself. My journey in academia at AUB started in the late 80s during the civil war, and was
Interrupted by my pursuit of graduate studies in the US.

| specialized I n cardiopul monary nursing and my Masterso de
| recognized the importance of reducing cardiovascular risk factors in adults to improve their health outcomes,

regardless of whether or not they have cardiac illness. Therefore, my research addressed health behaviors including

di et, smoking and patientso response to a heart attack i n c
| took a broader context-driven approach, where | examined out-of-hospital cardiac arrest management, from the

perspective of lay people and health care providers.

As | taught across al/l | evels and grew through the ranks, |
programs and needs over the years, and assumed more administrative responsibilities from coordinator of programs,

to convener of the Graduate Division, then Associate Dean of Academic programs. My earlier work with the Order of

Nurses in Lebanon as council member and chair of the scientific committee paved the way for the revision of the

Nursing Practice Act in Lebanon that was recently approved by the parliament. In 2018, | founded the Lebanese

Cardiovascular Nursing Society to promote the role of cardiovascular nursing in the community. | use the international

connections that | built through my participation in cardiovascular nursing councils in Europe and the USA, and my

fellowship at the American Heart Association and the American Academy of Nursing to further develop our school and

promote its international reach.

Now back to HSON, 2023 withessed many events and challenges, displaying once more the Hariri School of Nursing
paradox, or as they say oOwhen the going gets tough, the tou
As | took office, we have just received word from the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education that we were

granted another accreditation for ten years.
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This came as a culmination of the efforts of Interim Dean Dr. Laila Farhood as she
worked diligently with her leadership team to keep the school offering quality
education, providing financial assistance to needy students, and recruiting new
faculty members despite the adversities that the country encountered in the period
2019 to 2022.

Come January 2023, the country remained unstable. Nevertheless, HSON
continued to thrive. Our student numbers are increasing. We launched 2
programs: the blended MSN and online diploma in Nursing Administration and
Management. We also got the approvals for the new MSN in Pediatric Clinical
Nurse Specialist and the online diploma in Nursing Education programs that will be
launched next Fall 2024. These accomplishments could not have been possible if
It were not for our dedicated and talented faculty and students.

Research initiatives at HSON continue to grow as our faculty members are
venturing into relevant areas such as the nursing workforce, care of the chronically
Il and their caregivers, mental health, nursing education, primary health care and
community nursing. We were also able to recruit new faculty members.

| pride myself of the significant contributions of our nursing faculty at AUB,
nationally, in the region and beyond. The year 2023 witnessed the launching of the
AUB Scholars Activists for Impact and Learning (SAIL for change), an initiative by
the Provost, which is housed at HSON. The founding Director of this initiative is
our nursing professor Dr. Nuhad Dumit.

The Hariri School of Nursing won in the Faculty Challenge on Giving Day in
December 2023 for the second year in a row; donations will be used for
student scholarships and faculty development and research.

Another milestone was the creation of the Palliative Care Society chaired by
Dr. Silva Dakessian, assistant professor, under the umbrella of the Order of
Nurses in Lebanon, which aims to promote the role of nurses in palliative care.

Our research is being recognized in the region by the Scientific Committee of
Arab Nursing Faculties, which invited the school in August 2023 to host the
Center for Excellence in Research that aims to promote nursing research in
the region. | direct this center, with Drs. Gladys Honein and Myrna Doumit as
members, in addition to nurse researchers from Lebanon and the region.
Moreover, Dr. Myrna Dumit was elected for another term as president of the
Nursing and Midwifery Council at the Arab Board of Health Specialists.
Moving forward, we will capitalize on our talented faculty and students.

We aim to continue offering quality education, conducting impactful research,
and serving our community in Lebanon and beyond.

Samar Noureddine, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN
Dean and Professor

Hariri School of Nursing,

American University of Beirut
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B BSN MSN ®m PhD m Online Diploma
Online Diploma
9%
Student Numbers in 2023 Total Enrollment

BSN 190
MSN 85

PhD o)
Online Diploma 20
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Total Graduates

BSN 37
MSN 19

Gender Nationality

B BSN ® MSN

Female
76%

W Lebanese ® Non Lebanese

B Female ®m Male



SCHOOL ACTIVITIES IN 2023
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RESEARCH DAY 2023

On May 19, 2023, the Hariri School of Nursing relaunched its Research Day organized

by the Research Committee [Drs Houry Puzantian (Chair), Marina Adra, Myrna Doumit,

Gl adys Honein, and Angela Massouh] on the
O0Stronger Toget her 0, Il n coll aboration with
Mrs. Janane Hanna) at the AUB Medical Center, and the Chi lota Chapter of Sigma

Theta Tau International (President, Dr Silva Dakessian).

a

The event included a Keynote Speech and 2 workshops on Implementation Science

by Dr. Suzanne Dhaini from Basel, Switzerland. An interactive poster session took
place; moreover, 3 Masters students from AUB and Beirut Arab University presented
their thesis work in a session led by the Chi lota Chapter, STTI. Continuing education
credits (ANCC) were provided to attendees. The event was well-attended by faculty
(from HSON, Faculty of Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences), students, nurses at
AUBMC, alumni working outside AUB and Lebanon (online attendance), Institutional
Review Board staff, the Director and staff of the Kamal Shair Central Research Science
Laboratory (faculty of Arts & Sciences), and colleagues from other universities/hospitals.

Special thanks to Miss Nisrine Ghalayini (HSON), Mrs Christine Helou (Clinical and
Professional Development Center, Nursing Services), all faculty, staff, alumni, and
students who helped make this event a success!




Does Implementation of ISBAR Tool Enhance
Nurse-Physician Communication ?
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LI ONOS AWARD CEREMONY

Dean Noureddine was iIinvited to address the nursing graduate awardees at t
The HSON award recipient was E s r d@ahar.
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STUDENT AWARDS AND PINNING CEREMONY

On May 29, 2023, we held an award and pinning ceremony for the class of 2023. The program included talks by AUB President Fad lo Khuri, Dean Samar
Noureddine; a testimonial by Mrs. Rola Khatib, Director of the Medical Lab Sciences; a welcome by Dr. Lina Badr, the Presiden tof t he NursesoO Chapter o
the Worldwide Alumni Association of the American University of Beirut (WAAAUB); and a speech by the student Jana Jadayel.

THE FOLLOWING AWARDS WERE GIVEN:

The Rouzan Al Najjar Awards:

The Womenos Auxiliary Awards: A Joodi Maamoun Murhli (BSN IV student)

A The Mary Crawford (Florence Nightingale) Award: Jana Bilal Jadayel A Abbas Mohamad Zein (BSN Il student)

A The Ann Smith Award: Ghinwa Haissam Hajjar A Adam Hisham Al Haraki (BSN Il student)

A The Nada Alameddine Kanso Award: Nour Salah Hijazi

A The Emily Asfour Award: Eman Mohammad Stayteh _

A The Agnes Shamaa Award: Rashad Mazen Najjar The Abu Dhabi Chapter of WAAAUB Award
A The Helen Zarwi Award: Samira Omar Hilal A Jana Bilal Jadayel

A The Najla Morston Award: Michelle Roy Peter Shukri

A The Jacqueline Rubeiz Award: Michelle Mansour Daou _ _ _

A The Hanneh Shahine Award: Omar Tarek El Mahmoud The Janet Jeries Haddadin Nursing Award:
A The Leila lliya Award: Mohamad Al Jawad Mustafa Zalzal , .

A The Salwa Mansur Jurdak Award: Jineen Haitham Owaity A LOEINET e L

The Salwa Mansur Jurdak Award

A Jineen Haitham Owaity

Finally, all the graduating students received the HSON pins.
The event was followed by a reception in the school of nursing lobby and garden.
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