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WELCOME NOTE

Dear Friends, Dear Colleagues,
 
We are very happy to be resuming the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy & International
Affairs newsletter, one of the main channels to communicate and engage with our community
of researchers, scholars, academics, media, policy makers and engaged citizens.
 
Like all of us here in Lebanon, and all of us at the American University of Beirut, our Institute has
been going through difficult – often turbulent – times during the past few years. However,
working steadily and diligently despite all hardships and obstacles has been, for many of us I am
sure, one of the best recipes to keep up morale, to give ourselves a sense of purpose, and
contribute to our country and environment as best we can.
 
As we continue with our regular ongoing program activities – closed expert meetings, public
events, publications, and recruitment drives – as well as work on more strategic ways to tackle
and respond to policy challenges around us, this newsletter is a testimony to our commitment
to bridge the gap between academia and policymaking and deepen policy-relevant research
and discussion in Lebanon and the Arab region. It is only this way, and all of us together, that we
can understand and strive to improve the many realms of our collective public life.
 
Our work at the Institute would not be possible without the outstanding staff and our research
team of fellows, which I hereby take the opportunity to recognize and commend their
contributions. 

Similarly, the Institute would not fulfill its purpose without you, with your interest, participation,
critical reading and assessment, and of course encouragement. It is in this spirit that we are
glad to share our newsletter, highlighting our main news and activities from the beginning of
the year, and which you can expect to receive on a regular basis from now on.
 
We thank you for all your support, and trust that you will enjoy the read!
 
Dr. Joseph Bahout
Director 



IFI announced the signing of an MOU with the
Middle East Council aiming to promote
collaboration on policy-relevant research in the
MENA region. 

NEWS

IFI and the Middle East Council on
Global Affairs sign a Memorandum of
Understanding

IFI and the Fouad Chehab Foundation
sign a Memorandum of Understanding

Read More

IFI and the Fouad Chehab Foundation signed an
MOU to collaborate on issues relating to public
administration reform and a new and realistic
foreign policy for Lebanon.

Read More

IFI and L’Orient-Le Jour sign a
Partnership Agreement

IFI signs a partnership agreement with L'Orient-
Le Jour to both benefit from IFI's policy-relevant
research and inform L'Orient's diverse audience. 

Read More
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The Political Future of
the Armenian
Community in a
Fractured Lebanon

Lebanon’s Branding as
"No Country of Asylum"
is Historically
Misleading

The Potential of Electricity
Interconnections in the
Eastern Mediterranean

Re-energize Lebanon: 
5 Action Steps to Rebuilding
Lebanon's Collapsed
Electricity Sector

Read More Read More

Read More Read More 

Read More

Read More

Read More

Read More
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EU- Compact: Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey. 

Turkiye-Qatar Relations
in a Shifting Regional
Order: Friends Through
Thick and Thin.

السیاسات الحكومیة
والخسائر التربویة

What is an IMF Program,
and Why Does Lebanon
Still Need it?

A Different Approach
to Economic Policy

المادة 49 الدستوریة
وصالحیات الرئیس غیر

المكتوبة

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339D98%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712852990317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cNuQms1v9izg58Gc0BWxujp3YCfxM29Y0sXP32cVI3o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF20FC4D%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gicei0bQrrNree2I8BQxgA9jWig7V5ax6oZdFERSmVY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339D99%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712852990317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UiS88gn2i9VKgtyPweEAAyBqWYo8SLfBqAw1H8OXmzU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339E3F%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FFQOA5XhUYmrYhc4Nlz16raiG1Z6nrBBUfq5vowITm8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339E3F%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FFQOA5XhUYmrYhc4Nlz16raiG1Z6nrBBUfq5vowITm8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF372C2D%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EVVfJJQo8kaN5aBvTcb11ngtrUmsfmOOGGPPTdF%2BngU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339E69%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ilfK3VrUnEJ%2BL1ad8VIeoi8WwOiPEcaUBhPygoOhBLw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339E40%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tz%2Bpsy3%2BQLooem8hEyQ%2FcqzKgNgO5BAAISQM6uuThpU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339D9B%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GqAY%2B3dAe5Oc%2B1f0YRPRZQ2xsFVeRSC5b7LA4Ra2Hso%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF339D9A%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lnlgIhtFPhyhlkf5NC8LsqobhjAxz4w8tMepuyoia14%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF3764F6%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TSBmkpsnXzH83goS%2BKPn1YwpL4qllaheUu%2FUJZ0JSYg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF3764F7%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YECquGuMf3xgKlirwjsroI7ERlgZjCBN3jmqt0l%2BdCU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF3764F7%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YECquGuMf3xgKlirwjsroI7ERlgZjCBN3jmqt0l%2BdCU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF3764F8%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eDdYaID1HUvbbKdyTJMtZYVZLqBXQOij204boA3H2us%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faub.benchmarkurl.com%2Fc%2Fl%3Fu%3DF3764F8%26e%3D15C1F3B%26c%3D33CE3%26t%3D0%26l%3D13CDFA77%26email%3DoxcSQsE8zPudFZzxJaqp8Q%253D%253D%26seq%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cpd16%40aub.edu.lb%7C144c6f227442471918bf08db310f06e3%7Cc7ba5b1a41b643e9a1206ff654ada137%7C1%7C0%7C638157712853146554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eDdYaID1HUvbbKdyTJMtZYVZLqBXQOij204boA3H2us%3D&reserved=0


NEW ASSOCIATE FELLOW, MAJA JANMYR 



Areas of expertise: Migration, Refugees, United
Nations, International Law 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Read More

NEW ASSOCIATE FELLOW, CAROLE NAKHLE 

NEW ASSOCIATE FELLOW, BILAL Y. SAAB 



Areas of expertise: Arms Control, Defense, Deterrence,
Regional Security, Security Cooperation, Defense
Strategy, Defense Posture, US Defense Policy.

Areas of expertise: Economics, Energy, Investment,
Taxation, Governance and Geopolitics.

NEW ASSOCIATE FELLOW, CAMILLE AMMOUN 

Read More

Read More

Read More

For our full list of fellows, visit IFI's Fellows page. 

Areas of expertise: Urban Development and
Environment, Policy Making, Political Economy. 
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POLICY BLOG

Iran in Focus: Issue #4 

Can Social Activism for a New Economic
Model Get Us Out of Our Deep Hole?

Lebanon is in a deep hole. Not only is its financial sector
badly broken, but so is the state and indeed, its
economic model. The country is now much poorer and
more unequal. We are stuck in a poverty trap, and it will
take generations, or a miracle, before the proverbial
phoenix manages yet another rebirth. 

The Winter 2022/2023 issue of the Iran in Focus brief
examines the historical protests in Iran calling for
regime change, which the leadership regards as a
serious threat. It also examines the state of the JCPOA,
Iran–Russia relations in the shadow of the war on
Ukraine, and Tehran becoming a Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) member at last. 

Read More

Read More

Spring 2023 Interns Cohort 

IFI welcomed 27 interns as part of its
ongoing Internship Program. The program is
designed for local and international students
(both undergraduate and graduate)
interested in learning and contributing to
the work of public policy and international
affairs.
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EVENTS

2022 Lebanese Parliamentary Elections:
Sunni Voting Trends

The voting trends of the Sunni community played a
crucial and multi-layered role in shaping the
balance of political power in the 2022 Parliament.
This paper explores how the Sunnis voted, their
turnout, their political affiliation, and the factors that
impacted these trends. 

Read More

01/26/2023 03/09/2023 

IFI and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
hold the first edition of the 
Beirut Security Debates

Panel Discussion: "The Impacts of
Lebanese Emigration in the
Current Context"

IFI, in collaboration with the Embassy of
Canada in Lebanon held a panel
discussion on March 9 tackling the
impacts of Lebanese emigration. The
event gathered academics and experts to
discuss the causes and consequences of
Lebanese emigration in recent years. 

IFI, in collaboration with Friedrich Ebert
Stiftung (FES) Regional Peace and
Security Project, held the first edition of
the Beirut Security Debates (BSD) on
January 26-27, 2023 at IFI. Titled
“Geopolitical Shifts and Global Crises:
What Implications for the Middle East?" 

Read More Read More
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Read More Read More

03/07/2023 03/16/2023

Panel Discussion: "From Global to

Local: Climate Change

Projections and their Impact on

Lebanon's Vulnerable Sectors"

Panel Discussion: "International
Refugee Law and Policy in
Lebanon: Past, Present and
Potentials"

For a full list of all of IFI's events from January-March, visit Events at IFI. 

IFI’s Climate Change & Environment
(CC&E) Program, in collaboration with
UNDP Lebanon and the Ministry of
Environment held a technical discussion
during which the results of Lebanon’s
Fourth National Communication on
Climate Change were presented.

IFI, in collaboration with the University of
Oslo, organized a panel discussion on
March 9 on “International Refugee Law
and Policy in Lebanon: Past, Present and
Potentials."
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Subscribe to our mailing list!

Connect with us on social media

AUB - Beirut - Lebanon, Beirut, Lebanon P.O. Box: 11-0236, Riad El
Solh, Beirut, Lebanon. 
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