
 

The Issam Fares Institute launches student competition for 

climate change and land research 

By Laudy Issa 

 

The Issam Fares Institute launched a student competition on "Climate Change and Land 

in the MENA Region" in collaboration with Banque Libano-Française (BLF) on Tuesday, 

September 19.  

 

The launch concluded a panel discussion by Nadim Farajalla, Aram Yeretzian, Rani Al 

Achkar, and Maurice Iskandar at the International Beirut Energy Forum (IBEF) 2017 

and is one of the latest efforts to encourage interdisciplinary research on climate change 

adaptation from the American University of Beirut and BLF, both of whom were 

recognized at the event as Energy Ambassadors of 2017.  

“When we encourage students to conduct research, we breed a new generation of 

scientists who are aware of and interested in this interlinkage between land and 

atmosphere from the climate change perspective,” said Farajalla, director of the Climate 

Change and Environment Program at the Issam Fares Institute. 

The contest is the first of a series of annual climate-themed competitions hosted by the 

Issam Fares Institute’s Climate Change and Environment Program, which aims to fill 

environmental policy gaps in the MENA region and answer socially-driven questions by 

linking multiple disciplines.  

“On the local and regional levels, not much is being done in terms of research to address 

climate change,” said Farajalla. 

This year’s theme focuses on the interlinkage of land and climate change, whether 

through deforestation or increased urban sprawl, and offers a wide variety of research 

focuses that could be tackled creatively to help combat climate change and help improve 

land use so that land becomes a “sink of carbon” instead of a source of it, according to 

Farajalla. 

"What we want from students is for them to be innovative and interdisciplinary in their 
work," said Farajalla, “We’re trying to push students to bring in disciplines other than 

the one they’re specializing in and to conduct their study with policy relevance as a 

focus from the initial phase.” 

With submissions open to AUB graduate students of all majors, the competition asks 

students to submit a 1,000-1,500-word summary of a research proposal that tackles any 

aspect of land degradation and desertification. Students must also secure commitment 

from an advisor to supervise their research. The deadline for submission is November 

18. 



The students with the top three proposals will be selected by a jury in December 2017 

and provided with monetary prizes of $2,000 (1st place), $1,500 (2nd place), and $1,000 

(3rd place) courtesy of BLF. Winners are expected to submit the final draft of their 

research papers in December 2018, and might also be provided with a fully-expended 

travel to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Poland to 

present their work at a side event around the same time. 

“We recognize that we have a vital role to play in maintaining a sustainable environment 

for a future generation,” said Maurice Iskandar, assistant general manager of 

International Relations at BLF. “This is why we have included the environment as a main 

pillar in our corporate social responsibility strategy.” 

For more information on the Climate Change Student Competition, click here.  

http://www.aub.edu.lb/ifi/Documents/Library/Files/20170919_blf_student_competition.pdf

