
Agatha Abi-Aad
Agatha Abi-Aad is working as a National Education Officer with UNHCR. She joined the UN agency in 2006 in 
response to the Internal Displaced crises, facilitating the capacity building program towards the Ministry of Social 
Affairs. Since 2008, she coordinates education programs with the Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
and ensures access to education and retention through community-based activities. More specifically, Abi-Aad 
is currently overseeing UNHCR youth education through vocational and tertiary education programs in Lebanon 
as well as alternative pathways to other countries. Abi-Aad has a degree in Sociology- Anthropology from the 
Saint Joseph University.

Angelo Martelli
Angelo Martelli is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the European Institute of the London School of Economics 
and Political Science and a Consultant for the Jobs Group at the World Bank. His research interests span labor 
economics and European political economy. Before arriving at the LSE for his PhD, he graduated from Pompeu 
Fabra University with an MSc and Master of Advanced Studies in Economics. Martellli is the former President of 
the LSE Italian Society. He has published Op-Eds for several international newspapers including WSJ and El Pais.

Ayşen Üstübici
Ayşen Üstübici is currently an Assistant Professor at Koç University in the Department of Sociology and the 
Department of Political Science. She completed her PhD at Koç University and at the University of Amsterdam in 
2015. Her dissertation is entitled “The Governance of International Migration in Turkey and Morocco: Irregular 
Migrants’ Access to Right to Stay”. Üstübici holds B.A. degrees in Sociology and Political Science from Boğaziçi 
University and an MSc degree in Gender, Development, and Globalization from London School of Economics. Her 
PhD dissertation compares irregular migration regimes from the perspective of state and non-state actors and 
migrant incorporation in Turkey and Morocco. Üstübici received international fellowships and grants from the 
Bucerius PhD Scholarship Program Settling into Motion, Center for Gender Studies at Koç University (KOÇKAM) 
and The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK), Jean Monnet Scholarships Turkey. Her 
areas of interests are international migration, irregular migration, externalization of border management, social 
and public policy, informal labor market and gender studies.

Bijan Azad 
Bijan Azad is an Associate Professor at the Olayan School of Business (OSB) at the American University of Beirut 
and the Director of Samih Darwazah Center for Innovation Management and Entrepreneurship. Azad teaches 
in OSB’s Executive MBA, Executive Education and MBA programs.He pioneered the popular Entrepreneurship 
Practicum graduate course at AUB (modeled after Steve Blank’s Lean LaunchPad). In 2015, Azaddesigned AUB’s 
Scale-Up Readiness Program, whichfocuses on scale-up challenges of companies in $1-$5 million revenue 
range in the Middle East Azad is also very active in the startup ecosystem, serving as an affiliated instructor at 
Flat6Labs accelerator, and a Coach & Mentor at the IM-Capital Venture Mentoring Service (mentoring fledgling 
startups). In 1988, Azad co-founded a successful map technology startup in Cambridge, Massachusetts, GIS/
Trans’, which was later acquired by Keyhole and Google Maps. In 2001 he co-founded another successful 
map technology startup, International Land Information Systems bv, (acquired by ARCADIS bv in 2003), in 
Arnhem, Netherlands.Azad earned his PhD and Master’s degrees from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA.
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Brad Blitz
Brad Blitz received his PhD from Stanford University and is a Professor of International Politics at Middlesex 
University and Visiting Professor in the Institute of Global Affairs at the London School of Economics.  He recently 
completed an 18-month study on refugee reception systems in Italy and Greece funded by the UK Economic and 
Social Research Council and DFID.

Carlo Devillanova
Carlo Devillanova is a Professor of Economics at Bocconi University. Prior to joining Bocconi in 2002, he was 
an Assistant Professor of Economics at Pompeu Fabra University and at the University of Trieste. Graduating 
in Economics (Economics and Social Sciences) at Università Bocconi, Devillanova received his Master’s degree 
(1994) and PhD (1998) in Economics) from Pompeu Fabra University. He also visited UC Berkeley and CReAM 
(UCL, London) and is an affiliate at Dondena, the Centre for Research on Social Dynamics at Bocconi University, 
CREAM (the Centre for Research and Analysis on Migration located in the Department of Economics at University 
College London) and Fondazione Roberto Franceschi. His research interests include: labor economics, public 
economics, and the economics of migration.

Carmen Geha
Carmen Geha is an Assistant Professor of Public Administration at the American University of Beirut. She teaches 
courses on public management, organizational development, and civic engagement. Geha’s research focuses 
on the influence of political systems on women’s political participation, protest movements, and refugee 
crisis response. She is currently researching the Lebanese governmental political and policy actions towards 
Syrian refugees in times of crisis and deadlock. Carmen is the author of “Civil Society and Political Reform in 
Lebanon and Libya” (Routledge, 2016). Carmen also has had almost a decade of experience in governance and 
development with grassroots movements, governments, UN agencies and NGOs in the region. She has consulted 
international and local organizations on issues including social cohesion, voter education and women political 
participation. Geha was also the Director of the “Leaders for Democracy” fellowship program at AUB for young 
civic leaders.  She holds a PhD in International Relations from the University of St. Andrews, and a BA and MA in 
Public Administration from the American University of Beirut. She was a Visiting Scholar at the Watson Institute 
at Brown University in summer 2015 and will be hosted as a Visiting Scholar at the Weatherhead Center in 
Harvard University for Spring 2018. 

Carole Alsharabati
Carole Alsharabati is the Director of the Political Science Institute at Université Saint Joseph in Beirut where 
she also teaches statistics, game theory, macroeconomics, political economy, conflict resolution, negotiation, 
and political communication. Her current research centers on refugees and migration. Alsharabati provides 
consulting on security reform, focusing on quantitative analysis and process automation. In 2014, Alsharabati 
participated in the creation and launching of an anti-corruption whistleblowing NGO (Sakker El Dekkene). She 
has further consulted for the International Foundation for Electoral Systems and the Lebanese Ministry of 
Interior on electoral reform. She is a founding partner of CME Offshore sal, a software outsourcing company with 
150 employees in Lebanon and over 200 worldwide. She has co-authored a publication on “Power Transitions: 
Strategies for the 21st Century”. Alsharabati holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from Claremont Graduate University 
with emphasis on international relations and quantitative methodology. 

Charlotte Karam
Charlotte Karam is an Associate Professor of Organizational Behavior and Associate Dean of Programs at the Olayan 
School of Business, AUB. Her research focuses on the career ecosystems of women and other marginalized groups 
in developing economies, and how businesses can adopt responsible and development-oriented initiatives that 
better shape HR/HRD policies and practices. Animated by concerns about power, gender, and institutional logics 
in the Middle East and North Africa, much of her research draws from and informs the overlapping conversations 
about public policy and responsible business behavior in the Arab world. Recent publications appear in Journal 
of World Business, Journal of Business Ethics, Business Ethics Quarterly, Business & Society, International Journal 



of Management Reviews, Women’s Studies International Forum and others. Her research and activism have 
been supported by a number of grants. In 2015, Karam was awarded US State Department Federal Assistance 
Award for the initiation of the Knowledge is Power (KIP) Project. Karam is an executive board member of the Arab 
Foundation for Freedoms and Equality and the Academy of Management’s Gender and Diversity in Organizations 
division. She has recently been selected as an Area Editor –Human Resource Management and Development –at 
the Journal of Business Ethics.

Dominik Hangartner
Dominik Hangartner is Associate Professor of Public Policy at ETH Zurich and the London School of Economics 
and Political Science (currently on leave), and Co-Director of the Stanford – Zurich Immigration Policy Lab (IPL). 
After pre-doctoral fellowships at Harvard University, Washington University in Saint Louis, and the University of 
California, Berkeley, Dominik Hangartner received his PhD in Social Science from the University of Bern in 2011. 
In the same year, he joined the London School of Economics as Assistant Professor and was promoted to tenured 
Associate Professor in 2013. Hangartner’s research combines field work and statistics to study the effects of 
migration policies and political institutions. He has published over twenty articles, many in leading scholarly 
journals such as the American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences and Science. His research has won several awards, most recently the £100,000 
Philip Leverhulme Prize, and has been widely covered by the media, including outlets such as Al Jazeera, BBC, 
CNBC, New York Times, Washington Post. 

Eleonore Kofman
Eleonore Kofman is Professor of Gender, Migration and Citizenship at Middlesex University and Visiting Professor 
at the IGA, LSE.  Her research focuses on gender aspects of family, skilled and refugee migrations, theoretically 
and in policy making, and on migration and Brexit. She was a co-investigator on the EVI-MED Constructing an 
evidence base of contemporary Mediterranean migrations, ESRC-DifD Strategic Urgency Grants   (2015-17) and 
is a senior researcher on The Responsible Deal: Where and How To Best Protect And Integrate Syrian Refugees? 
- Wellcome Trust, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond and the Volkswagen Foundation (2017-2020). Her recent 
publications include Kofman and Raghuram Gendered Migrations and Global Social Reproduction, Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2015 and D’Angelo and Kofman, ‘UK: large-scale European migration and the challenge to EU free 
movement’, in Lafleur and Stanek (eds) Old Routes, New Migrants: lessons from the South-North Migration of 
EU citizens in times of crisis, Springer. She is also preparing a chapter on Families on the Move for UN Women 
Progress of the World’s Women 2018. She is on the Executive Board of IMISCOE, the largest European network 
of migration and integration research and is currently a fellow on the In Search of the Global Labour Market, ZIF 
program at the University of Bielefeld.

Elie Al-Hindy
Elie Al-Hindy is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Law and Political Science at Notre Dame University – Louaize, 
Lebanon (NDU). He previously served as the Chairperson of the Department of Government and International 
Relations (2011-15). Al-Hindy holds a PhD (2009) in Government and International Relations from the University 
of Sydney – Australia on the topic of “The Right of Self Determination for Minorities: An Arab Perspective”, an 
MBA in International Affairs and Diplomacy and two bachelor degrees in Political and Administrative Sciences 
(2000) and in International Affairs and Diplomacy (1998). He is also an active member, trainer and consultant 
in many national and international civil society organizations, and a human rights advocate for more than 15 
years. He is currently the President of the Board of ALEF – act for human rights and the Director of the Middle 
East Institute for Research and Strategic Studies. Al-Hindy’s previous work experience include the International 
Management and Training Institute (2002-04); and tutoring (2005-09) in the University of Sydney and Macquarie 
University. His research interests include: Minorities, Consociational Democracy, Lebanese & Middle Eastern 
Studies, Electoral Engineering, Human Rights, Civil Society, Citizenship, Youth Participation, Religion and Politics, 
and Peace Education.  



Erik Berglof 
Erik Berglof is the inaugural Director of the Institute of Global Affairs (IGA) and its newly launched Global Policy 
Lab at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). He has published widely in top journals on 
economic and political transition, corporate governance, financial development and EU reform. He is a member 
of the Secretariat for the G20 Eminent Persons Group tasked with reviewing global financial governance. He is 
also a member of the World Economic Forum Global Futures Council on the Financial and Monetary Systems, 
a Non-Resident Fellow at the Brookings Institution and the Institute for New Economic Thinking in New York 
and a fellow. Prior to joining the LSE, Berglof was the Chief Economist and Special Adviser to the President of 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). Previously, he was Director of the Stockholm 
Institute of Transition Economics (SITE) and Professor at the Stockholm School of Economics. He was Assistant 
Professor at Universite Libre de Bruxelles and has held visiting positions at Harvard, Stanford and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT). He has also served as Special Adviser to the Prime Minister of Sweden. 

Filippo Dionigi 
Filippo Dionigi was awarded a PhD in International Relations by the London School of Economics in 2012. His 
research focuses mostly on international relations theory applied to the study of Middle Eastern affairs. He has 
published on Islamist movements and international norms; religion and international relations and is currently 
working on a study of the impact of the Syrian refugee crisis in neighboring countries. Filippo has been a Research 
Fellow at the London School of Economic and is currently a lecturer of politics and international relations at the 
University of Bristol. 

Fouad Fouad 
Fouad M. Fouad, MD is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Health Sciences, and Co-Director of the Refugee 
Health Program, Global Health Institute (GHI), American University of Beirut (AUB). Fouad’s current research 
interests focus on refugees’ health with special interest on Syria refugee crisis including displacement inside 
Syria and the neighboring countries, as well as the impact of this crisis on their health and well-being. Fouad is a 
PI of several projects on; “Refugee Health Policy with focus on NCDs among Syrian refugees in three countries; 
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey” and on, “Informal Provision of Health Services for Syrian Refugees in Lebanon” 
funded by AUB-CRS.  Also, he is a co-PI of a project funded by Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises-
ELHRA on identifying ways to promote health systems resilience in contexts of protracted displacement through 
systems analysis of UNRWA provision to Palestine refugees displaced by the Syria crisis. Fouad is the lead author 
in a recent UN-ESCWA publication which examines future policy options for health system rebuilding in post 
conflict Syria. Fouad is serving as a commissioner in two Lancet Commissions; AUB Lancet Commission: Syria and 
the crises in global governance, health and aid; and UCL Lancet Commission on Migration and Health.

Francesco Aureli 
Francesco Aureli has been working in the sector of International Development for more than 20 years. He is 
currently based in Rome, where he leads the International Observatory on Health –an Italian NGO that deals 
with the health of migrant –as its President. He recently finished serving as Senior Advisor to the Office of the 
Italian Prime Minister for the shaping of the International Development Package of the G7 Summit in 2017, 
leading on Health and Migration. Prior to this, he worked in New York as Save the Children’s Representative to the 
United Nations and in Rome and Geneva as Save the Children’s Representative to the International Institutions. 
Previously, he worked for several years in Developing Countries, undertaking positions with governmental and 
non-governmental organizations in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America. He was Director General 
of the African Medical and Research Foundation in Italy, and for the past few years, he has also been widely 
involved with the work of the World Health Organisation and of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and 
Child Health (PMNCH). Under his role with PMNCH, he also served as a member of the Health Experts’ Group of 
the G8 Governments.



Francisco Marmolejo
Francisco Marmolejo is the World Bank’s Lead of its Global Solutions Group on Tertiary Education, and since 
July 2016 he also serves as the Lead Education Specialist for India, based in Delhi. As the World Bank’s most 
senior official in tertiary education, he serves as the institutional focal point on this topic, and provides advice 
and support to projects in over 60 countries. Before joining the World Bank in 2012, Marmolejo served for 18 
years as founding Executive Director of the Consortium for North American Higher Education Collaboration at 
the University of Arizona (UA), where he also worked as Assistant Vice President. Previously, he was an American 
Council on Education (ACE) Fellow at the University of Massachusetts, and also he has been Vice President for 
Administration and Academic Vice President at the University of the Americas in Mexico. He has worked as 
International Consultant at the headquarters of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) in Paris, France, and has been part of OECD and World Bank peer review higher education teams 
in Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. He serves or has served on advisory boards and 
committees at a variety of universities and organizations. 

Gibril Faal
Gibril Faal is a business and development executive, a multi-disciplinarian with an eclectic professional 
background. He is the founding and interim director of ADEPT (Africa-Europe Diaspora Development Platform), 
and the co-founder and director of GK Partners – a UK-based company that specializes on socially responsible 
business models, social enterprise, development finance and program implementation. He is a Visiting Professor 
in practice at London School of Economics, and Vice Chair of Bond – the platform of UK NGOs working on 
international development. In 2003, he founded RemitAid™ to transform remittances into a sustainable form 
of development finance. As a business adviser, management consultant and development executive for 25 
years, Gibril has directly supported 1,000s of SMEs and social enterprises. Since 1998, Gibril has accepted 
several ministerial appointments for various public functions, made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Secretary of State for International Development, the Lord Chancellor, and the Home Secretary. Gibril studied 
at five universities in London and has a Combined Bachelors Honors degree in Law, Finance and Management, 
postgraduate degrees in Development Studies and Environmental Sciences, and professional qualifications in 
Economic History, Policy Studies, Urban & Transport Management, Environmental & Quality Management, Ethical, 
Community-Development & Islamic Finance. He has delivered 100s of keynote speeches and presentations at 
conferences and forums around the world.    

Hana Addam El-Ghali
Hana Addam El-Ghali is the Senior Program Coordinator for the Education & Youth Policy Research Program at 
the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs at the American University of Beirut (AUB) 
and Lecturer at its Department of Education. She leads research projects across the MENA region on education 
policy, focusing on issues of access in basic education and equity in tertiary education. El-Ghali also works closely 
with the World Bank and UNESCO on pressing issues in tertiary education policy in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA). She received her PhD in Administrative and Policy Studies with a focus on Social and Comparative 
Analysis in Education from the University of Pittsburgh. El-Ghali also serves as the MENA region co-editor for the 
Comparative and International Higher Education, the journal for the Higher Education Special Interest Group of 
the Comparative and International Education Society.

Harry Van Buren
Harry Van Buren is a Professor of Business and Society at University of New Mexico, where he holds the Rust 
Professorship in Business Ethics. He is a graduate of Syracuse University (BS in law and public policy), the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (MS in Finance), Princeton Theological Seminary (MDiv), London South Bank 
University (MSc in Education for Sustainability) and the University of Pittsburgh (PhD in business environment, 
ethics and public policy). His research has been published in Academy of Management Review, Business & 
Society, Business and Society Review, Business Ethics Quarterly, Futures, Human Resource Management, Human 
Resource Management Review, Journal of Business Ethics, and Journal of Management Studies, among other 
journals. He is a former division chair for the Social Issues in Management division of the Academy of Management 
and the 2018 conference chair for the International Association for Business & Society.



Hoda Younan 
Hoda Sleilaty Younan took the helm of Microsoft Lebanon in October 2012, as Country Manager of Lebanon and 
neighboring new markets (Iraq and Afghanistan).Prior to her current role, Younan served as Financial Services Lead 
for Microsoft Middle East and Africa region and Government Lead for Microsoft North Africa, East Mediterranean 
and Pakistan. In that capacity, Younan helped bridging between businesses and Governments priorities from 
one side, and Microsoft Initiatives and offerings from the other. With that diverse background, Younan brings 
unique capabilities in combining vertical sector knowledge and next-generation technology expertise to her new 
role as Microsoft Lebanon and NIM Country Manager..Younan concentrates on five main areas: empowering 
SMBs through innovative Microsoft technology and improving business productivity and operational efficiency 
with cloud computing, inspiring digital lifestyles and delivering amazing digital experiences to consumers and 
enterprises, enabling educational institutions and governments with technological platforms for innovation and 
better end-user service, contributing to the growth of the IT sector in the countries she covers, and developing it 
into a source of employability and economic value, while leading on policy development to support the growth 
of the sector. Younan holds a degree in Computer Engineering from Université Saint Joseph and began her career 
in applications design and development for various businesses. She then moved into consulting and IT solutions 
sales and implementation.

Kaveh Khoshnood
Kaveh Khoshnood is an Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies at the Yale School of Public 
Health and a core faculty member of the Yale Council on Middle East Studies.  He is co-founder of Yale Violence 
and Health Study Group and an affiliated Faculty member of the Program on Conflict, Resiliency and Health at the 
Yale McMillan Center. Khoshnood is trained as an infectious disease epidemiologist with more than two decades 
of experience in HIV prevention research, including its ethical aspects.  Khoshnood is the principal investigator of 
a study of “Rapid Assessment and Response to Substance Use and Risk of HIV and other Blood-borne Infections 
among Lebanese nationals and Displaced Populations in Lebanon” and an investigator on a study “Addressing 
Disparities in HIV Testing and Care among Displaced Men who have Sex with Men in Lebanon.”  Khoshnood is 
involved in a multi-university project (Collaboration for Health Education in Conflict, CHEC) which provides free, 
online, academic health science and intensive English language courses to Syrian medical students who live 
in opposition controlled areas inside Syria.  He also teaches a course at Yale School of Public Health entitled: 
“Responding to Violent Conflict: Epidemiological Methods & Public Health Interventions.” 

Keith David Watenpaugh
Keith David Watenpaugh is a Professor and Director of Human Rights Studies at UC Davis. Since 2013, Watenpaugh 
has directed a University of California, Davis multi-disciplinary international research project to assist refugee 
university students and scholars fleeing the war in Syria. This project has garnered support from the Carnegie 
Corp. of New York, the Open Society Foundations and the Ford Foundation. The project has documented how 
refugee higher education is neglected by traditional governmental and intergovernmental refugee agencies, and 
has proposed new methods and techniques for their assistance, including the Article 26 Backpack™ that would 
increase refugee student mobility and access to higher education. He is author of Bread from Stones: The Middle 
East and the Making of Modern Humanitarianism (California, 2015) - an Ahmanson Foundation Book in the 
Humanities. His first book, Being Modern in the Middle East (Princeton, 2006) chronicles the rise of the multi-
ethnic, multi-religious middle class of the city of Aleppo in the first decades of the 20th Century. His articles 
appear in the American Historical Review, Perspectives on History, Social History, Journal of Human Rights, 
Humanity, International Journal of Middle East Studies, Chronicle of Higher Education, Inside Higher Education, 
and the Huffington Post. His work has been translated into French, German, Armenian, Arabic, Turkish and 
Persian. He has lived and worked in Syria, Turkey, Lebanon, Armenia, Iraq and Egypt.



Khalil Gebara
Khalil Gebara is currently the Policy and International Affairs Advisor to the Lebanese Minister of Interior and 
Municipalities. He is also a Assistant Professor in Economics at the Lebanese American University (LAU). Between 
2010 and 2014, he served as the head of the Good Governance Unit at the office of Prime Minister Saad Hariri. In 
December 2008, he was appointed by the Lebanese government as a member of the first Supervisory Commission 
on the Election Campaign. His term ended in December 2009. From April 2005 to December 2008, he was the 
Executive Director of the Lebanese Transparency Association (LTA), Transparency International’s (TI) Chapter in 
Lebanon. He supervised the development and implementation of democratization, good governance, access to 
information and youth programs. He was also the Secretary General of the Arab Region Parliamentarians against 
Corruption (ARPAC), an INGO located in Beirut. Khalil Gebara holds a PhD in Political Economy from Exeter University 
in the UK. He is the President of Arab Center for Development (a NGO based in Lebanon) and an active member of 
several organizations, including the Common Space Initiative and the Arab Center for Constitutional Drafting.  

Lamis Jomaa
Lamis Jomaa is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Nutrition and Food Sciences, Faculty of Agricultural 
and Food Sciences (FAFS) at the American University of Beirut (AUB). As a Fulbright scholar, Jomaa earned her 
Master’s and doctoral degrees in Nutritional Sciences in 2010 from the Pennsylvania State University (USA) with 
a specialization in community nutrition.  She currently serves as a co-director of the Refugee Health Program as 
part of the Global Health Institute at AUB and she is a member of the Food Security Program at FAFS. Her current 
research interests are focused primarily on the assessment of the food and nutrition security of vulnerable 
population groups, including refugee children and mothers, as well as designing and evaluating the effectiveness 
of community-based nutrition interventions aimed at reducing the risk of malnutrition among such at-risk groups.

Maha Shuayb 
Maha Shuayb has been the director of the Centre for Lebanese Studies since 2012. Prior to that, she was a Senior 
Fellow at St Antony’s College, University of Oxford. Shuayb has a PhD in Education and an MPhil in Educational 
Research from the University of Cambridge. Shuayb also teaches part-time at the Lebanese American University. 
She was a visiting scholar at various universities including University of Cambridge and the American University 
of Beirut.  Shuayb’s research focuses on the sociology and politics of education, particularly equity and equality 
in education, and the implications of the politicization of education, particularly on marginalized groups. Over 
the past five year, Shuayb has been occupied with the education response to the Syrian refugee crisis in Lebanon. 
She has headed a number of research studies looking at access and quality of education for refugees and the 
bottlenecks. Her most recent studies include a comparative study between Lebanon and Germany which 
examines the education provisions for refugees in the two countries. She is currently working on producing 
a book on this subject. Shuayb has numerous publications, including an edited book on education and social 
cohesion and various articles. She is also a co-editor of Journal of Current Sociology. 

Marco Borraccetti
Marco Borraccetti is an Associate Professor of European Union Law and EU Migration Law at University of Bologna. 
He is also the director of MigLab - Studies on Migration at its Department of Political and Social Sciences. Borraccetti 
was a Visiting Scholar at the EU Center at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2015 and a Visiting Professor 
at Université Libre de Bruxelles – Institut d’Etudes Européennes in 2011. In 2014, he was a legal expert on the 
Italian Delegation to the Global Forum on Migration and Development. His current main research interests include: 
Migration and Mobility; Trafficking in Human Beings; the Judicial Protection of Fundamental Rights in the EU. 

Marek Belka
Marek Belka is currently a Visiting Professor in Practice at the Institute for Global Affairs of the London School 
of Economics and Political Science (LSE). Belka was President of the Narodowy Bank Polski (National Bank of 
Poland) between 2010 and 2016. He served as Prime Minister (2004-05) and also as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance. Belka is one of the lead academic and policy makers of Poland’s remarkable economic and 
political transformation following the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. He is also one of the architects of Poland’s 



policies that have helped the country to successfully manage the fallout of the Global Financial Crisis of 2008-9. 
Belka has also held numerous prestigious senior positions within the international community. He chaired the 
World Bank –IMF Development Committee between November 2011 and October 2015 and was director of 
the IMF’s European Department between November 2008 and June 2010, leading the IMF’s crisis response and 
financial assistance in crisis-stricken Europe. Belka was member of the Steering Committee of the European 
Systemic Risk Board (2011-16). He also chaired the Vienna 2.0 Initiative’s Steering Committee (2013-2016), a 
private-public platform that manages financial stress and systemic risks in Emerging Europe. Belka has published 
widely in the areas of macroeconomic policy, monetary theory, anti-inflation policy and financial stability.

Maria Gabriella Trovato
Maria Gabriella Trovato is an Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture in the Faculty of Agricultural and 
Food Sciences at the American University of Beirut since 2012. Trovato is interested in the social and cultural 
component of urban landscape and is involved in refugee research and related territorial transformations. 
She is a founding member and Secretary of the Lebanese Landscape Association since 2016 and was elected 
chair of the IFLA working group Landscape Architects Without Borders (LAWB) in 2017. Trovato earned her 
PhD in Landscape Architecture: Parks, Gardens and Spatial Planning from the University of Reggio Calabria and 
the University of Naples (2003). Her research results on “Landscape in Emergency” are published in Scenario 
Journal n. 6 ‘Migration”, Penn University Press; and in Landscape Architecture Australia’s “New Frontiers, Future 
Landscapes” among other places. She also supervised and directed the opening of the East Med Landscape 
Observatory in December 2016. 

Massa Mufti-Hamwi
Massa Mufti has accumulated over the past 22 years a substantive depth of diversified knowledge and experience 
in the field of Education and Learning across educational institutions in the United States of America, Lebanon 
and Syria. Mufti-Hamwi is currently engaged within the Syrian civil society and in supporting Syrian refugees 
in the field of Education. She is the co-founder and Chair of Sonbola Group for Education & Development 
(SONBOLA), an NGO that provides education support for Syrian refugee children in Lebanon. Mufti-Hamwi is 
also a consultant at ESCWA on Education for Syria and has been involved in various consultancy projects relating 
to Education Policies and Reform as well as in research projects that address Emergency Education, Curriculum 
Development, Non-Formal Education, Teachers’ Training, Museum-based Learning, and Citizenship Education. In 
addition to holding two Master Degrees, Mufti-Hamwi has a certified training in Education in Emergencies-INEE 
(Beirut, 2013), a certified training on Executive Management and Leadership from Harvard Business School 
(2011), and certified training on Project Zero from Harvard Graduate School of Education (July, 2017) among 
many others. She has spoken several times in UN General Assembly meetings and has recently presented STEM 
For Refugees which was recognized at the UN Solutions Summit (Sept 2017). She has also spoken at the UK 
Donors Conference on Syria (Feb 3-4, 2016). She is a regular speaker at NAMES (North Africa and Middle East 
Network for Science Museums) among many others.

Muslih Irwani
Muslih Irwani received his PhD in Social Policy and Administration from the University of Nottingham, United 
Kingdom, in 2014, and MA and BA in Sociology from Salahaddin University, Erbil, in 2003 and 1998 respectively. 
Irwani joined the Department of Politics and Public Policy at the American University of Kurdistan in Duhok 
in July 2014. Apart from training and teaching, he is highly engaged in research and analysis on KRG’s social 
policies. Irwani’s research interest covers areas such as social security, socio-economic development, education, 
political diversities, minorities, migration and social cohesion. He has published books, chapters in edited books, 
journal articles, and policy analysis in Kurdish and English. His recent book, “Clientelism and Implementing Social 
Security Programs in Post-conflict Iraqi Kurdistan Region” was published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing in 
2015. Irwani is now chairing the Center for Peace and Human Security at AUK.



Nate Breznau
Nate Breznau is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Mannheim Centre for European Social Research (MZES) at 
the University of Mannheim, Germany. His research focuses on the linkages between public opinion and social 
policy. He received his PhD in Sociology from the Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences; 
MA at the University of Nevada, Reno; and BA at Bates College in Lewiston, Maine. Currently he works on the 
reciprocal relationship of public opinion and social policy and how this shapes (and is shaped by) the nature of 
social inequality across rich democracies. He also looks at the role of immigration in shaping public preferences 
and the stratification of outcomes. Other key research interests are individual attitudes, the micro-macro link, 
institutions, welfare states, anti-immigrant parties and income inequality.

Nasser Yassin
Nasser Yassin is Director of Research at the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs and 
Assistant Professor of Policy and Planning at the Department of Health Management and Policy at the Faculty of 
Health Sciences, AUB. He is also Co-chair of the AUB4Refugees Initiative. His research and practice interests are 
within the area of public policy making and governance in countries and societies in transition, with emphasis on 
social and health policies, poverty alleviation and youth policies. Yassin is also an advisor to the UNDP. He holds 
a PhD in Development Planning from University College London and an MSc in Development Studies from the 
London School of Economics.

Nourhan Abdel Aziz
Nourhan Abdel Aziz is a Research Associate in the Center for Migration and Refugee Studies at the American 
University in Cairo (AUC). Her research addresses the legal and policy issues related to smuggling and trafficking 
in the region. She has also undertaken extensive research on irregular migration and refugee protection and 
livelihoods. She participated in the drafting of the Egyptian National Action Plan on the Institutional Strengthening 
in the Area of Labor Migration. She led a project on rejected asylum seekers in Egypt. Abdel Aziz has worked 
with various international organizations include the International Organization for Migration, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, International Labor Organization (ILO), and Ford Foundation. She was the 
research coordinator for a legal project looking at bilateral labor and social security agreements in the North 
African Sub-region; a project funded by the ILO. Abdel Aziz was also the coordinator for a project on migration in 
the African Continent funded by Ford Foundation. She coordinated the implementation of the project in North 
Africa, particularly in Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco. She has also conducted field research on Egyptian migrants in 
Italy in cooperation with Cairo University. 

Pam DeLargy
Pam DeLargy served as Senior Advisor to the UN Special Representative for Migration from 2014 to 2017 and 
was a Visiting Fellow at LSE in 2016, with research on Mediterranean migration dynamics.  Prior to that, she 
managed humanitarian and development programs for the UN Population Fund for over twenty years, primarily 
in Africa and the Middle East. She is a public health and migration specialist with long expertise in the Horn of 
Africa. She currently consults for the International Centre for Migration, Health and Development (Geneva) and 
is advisor to Arizona State University on refugee education programs. 

Pierluigi Musarò
Pierluigi Musarò is an Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Bologna, as well as a Visiting Fellow at 
the London School of Economics and Political Science and the Institute for Public Knowledge, New York University. 
He has recently co-edited, with Laura Iannelli, “Performative Citizenship. Public Art, Urban Design, and Political 
Participation’, Mimesis International, 2017.



Piroska Nagy-Mohácsi
Piroska Nagy-Mohácsi is Program Director in the Institute of Global Affairs at the London School of Economics 
(LSE) since September 2015. Nagy-Mohácsi is responsible for various global policy initiatives and for setting 
up a Global Policy Lab at LSE. Key areas of interest include reforming the global financial architecture from 
the perspective of major emerging economies; new growth model for emerging markets to avoid the “middle 
income trap”; global migration challenges, and corporate governance. Previously she was Director at the 
Office of the Chief Economist of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), overseeing 
the EBRD’s strategic directions in Emerging Europe, Central Asia and North Africa, as well as key policy 
initiatives such as local capital market development, food security, health and climate change. She was also 
responsible for the EBRD’s economic forecast exercise and co-led the Vienna Initiative, a public-private crisis 
management and coordination platform in emerging Europe. Prior to EBRD, Nagy-Mohácsi worked for the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) between 1986 and 2008, with surveillance and policy advice and program 
responsibilities in Europe, Africa and Asia. She has published in the area of euro adoption in emerging Europe; 
financial stability issues; and fiscal policy reform, and she is the author of the book The Meltdown of the 
Russian State (Edgar Elgar, 2000).

Rabih Shibli
Rabih Shibli is the Director of the Center of Civic Engagement and Community Service (CCECS) at the American 
University of Beirut. Shibli develops programs and strategies that create nexus between the university, 
stakeholders, and targeted communities by harnessing the dynamism of youth for relief, reconstruction, 
and recovery. He has conceptualized and implemented development projects, which were followed by 
numerous publications reflecting the impact of participatory-design as a process to induce hope in marginalized 
and contested landscapes. Under his leadership, CCECS was awarded the Most Civically Engaged University 
Campus in the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA) by Ma›an Alliance, and the MacJannet Prize for 
Global Citizenship from Tufts University for interventions engaging refugees and host communities within the 
sectors of education, shelter, sanitation, psychosocial wellbeing, and food security. 

Randa Salamoun 
Randa Salamoun is an Assistant Professor at the Olayan School of Business (OSB) at the American University of 
Beirut. Salamoun has taught diverse courses in the areas of information systems and management. She earned 
her PhD from Manchester University. Salamoun garnered a seven-year experience in numerous industries 
through her employment in the banking sector and multiple assignments as a management consultant 
before joining academia. Her thesis investigated the work-boundary negotiation process in information and 
communication technology (ICT)-enabled work. Her research interests are in the areas of information systems 
and organizations, including implementation and socio-technical issues and innovation. Salamoun is currently 
working on multiple research projects: she is investigating connectivity in diverse contexts and exploring how 
business adapt their work systems to particular contexts, for instance the Syrian refugee crisis. Salamoun 
has presented her research at the International Critical Management Studies conference, at the Academy 
of Management and at the American Conference of Information Systems. Her work was published in New 
Technology Work and Employment.

Rebecca Bryant 
Rebecca Bryant is Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Utrecht University. She is an anthropologist of politics 
and law whose work has focused on ethnic conflict and displacement, border practices, transitional justice, and 
contested sovereignty on both sides of the Cyprus Green Line, as well as in Greece and Turkey. Among other 
works, she is the author of The Past in Pieces: Belonging in the New Cyprus (University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2010); co-author (with Mete Hatay) of the forthcoming De Facto Dreams: Building the So-Called State (University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 2018); and editor of Post-Ottoman Coexistence: Sharing Space in the Shadow of Conflict 
(Berghahn Books, 2016). She is co-principal investigator (with Ahmet İçduygu) of the project ‘Integration and 
Well-Being of Syrian Youth in Turkey,’ funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (UK) and the Turkish 
Research Council.



Sahar Suleiman Almakhamreh 
Sahar Suleiman Almakhamreh has been a lecturer on the BA Social Work program at Al-Balqa Applied University 
Princess Rahma University College in Jordan since 2005.  Almakhamreh has also been a Head of Department and 
Assistant Dean for Developing and Planning at BAU. Almakhamreh is one of the co-founders of the Jordanian 
Association of Social Workers. She is also currently leading and managing the establishing of a Professional 
Diploma in social work with migration and refugees, and a Master’s program at the German Jordanian University. 
Almakhamreh is a member of a Founding Committee, ‘MENA Civil Society Network for Displacement UNHCR, 
representing Jordan’s Higher Education at a regional level. In addition, Almakhamreh is a member of many 
national committees for developing national strategies and changing laws in Jordan. Almakhamreh has also 
worked and lead on many international projects in developing social work and is widely published internationally.

Sari Hanafi
Sari Hanafi is currently a Professor of Sociology at the American University of Beirut. He is also the editor of Idafat: 
the Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic).  He is the Vice President of the International Sociological Association. 
He was a member and Vice President of the board of the Arab Council for the Social Sciences (2012-16). He 
is the author of numerous journal articles and book chapters on the political and economic sociology of the 
Palestinian diaspora and refugees; sociology of migration; transnationalism; politics of scientific research; civil 
society and elite formation and transitional justice. Among his recent books are: From Relief and Works to Human 
Development: UNRWA and Palestinian Refugees after 60 Years. (Edited with L Takkenberg and L Hilal) (Routledge). 
The Power of Inclusive Exclusion: Anatomy of Israeli Rule in The Occupied Palestinian Territories (Edited with 
A. Ophir & M. Givoni, 2009) (English and Arabic) (New York: Zone Book; Beirut: CAUS), The Emergence of A 
Palestinian Globalized Elite: Donors, International Organizations and Local NGOs (with L. Taber, 2005) (Arabic 
and English). His last book is Knowledge Production in the Arab World: The Impossible Promise. (with R. Arvanitis) 
(in Arabic, Beirut: CAUS and in English with Routledge 2016). 

Shadi Saleh
Shadi Saleh is Associate Vice President for Health Affairs at the American University of Beirut (AUB) and the 
Founding Director of the Global Health Institute (GHI), the first such institute in the Middle East and North Africa 
Region. Saleh is a Professor of Health Systems and Financing at the Faculty of Health Sciences at AUB. Saleh 
founded the Collaborative for Leadership and Innovations in Health Systems (CLI) and the Healthcare Leadership 
Academy (HLA). Prior to joining AUB, Saleh served as a professor of health care finance at the State University of 
New York at Albany. His areas of expertise are in health care financing policy and reform, economic evaluations of 
innovative health care interventions, and building a business case for quality and health care access and equity. 
He has published over 100 peer-reviewed papers and commissioned reports, including publications in the Lancet, 
American Journal of Public Health and Medical Care among others. Saleh served as an appointed member of the 
National Emergency Social Protection Project and the Committee on Universal Health Coverage with the Ministry 
of Public Health in Lebanon. He also serves as a World Bank, WHO and UN advisor for health care financing policy 
and system strengthening projects. Saleh holds a PhD in Health Policy (minor in health care finance) from the 
University of Iowa, a Masters of Public Health (health services administration) and a BS from AUB.

Sobhiya Najjar
Sobhiya Najjar is a journalist, producer and a news reporter with 10 years of experience in the media and 
communications industries, covering social, political, humanitarian and environmental topics and documentaries 
in particular. Her previous assignments have included active roles in filming and production in Lebanon, Qatar, 
London, Copenhagen and Paris. In addition, she is an ecopreneur and an environmental activist, currently 
completing her PhD in Ecopreneurship and Agricultural Business at Université de Bretagne Occidental in 
France. Najjar completed an MSc in “Ingenierie Culturelle” in Management and Economics of Tourism from the 
University of Via Domitia Perpignan in France. Her research focuses on rural areas, and human and environmental 
development in Lebanon and the region.



Sonia Languille
Sonia Languille is co-leading the Open Society Higher Education Support Program, based in London. She currently 
oversees the program’s work on refugees. She is also responsible for developing the program’s work in Africa 
and the MENA region, including on higher education policy and financing reforms. Prior to joining OSF in July 
2016, Languille was a guest lecturer at the University of Witwatersrand in South Africa and a post-doctoral 
research fellow at the University of Johannesburg (Faculty of Education). Her research interests center on the 
relationship between the state and the market in education, and more generally, on the political economy of 
education reforms in developing countries. She also has 15 years of professional experience as a development 
practitioner. She worked for various aid agencies – mostly the European Union – in the fields of state reform 
and decentralization, education policy and public finance. Languille holds a Bachelor from Sciences Po Paris, 
two Masters in development economics and international affairs from the Sorbonne and a PhD in Development 
Studies from the School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London).   

Tamirace Fakhoury
Tamirace Fakhoury is an Associate Professor in Political Sciences and International Affairs in the Department 
of Social Sciences at the Lebanese American University, and the Associate Director of the Institute  of Social 
Justice and Conflict Resolution (ISJCR). She has furthermore taught at the summer sessions at the University of 
California in Berkeley between 2012 and 2016. Fakhoury earned the Jean Monnet Fellowship at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy (2010/2011) and the Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship at the German 
Institute of International and Area Studies in Hamburg, Germany (2014/2015).  Fakhoury has published in The 
International Journal of Middle East Studies, The International Spectator, The European Foreign Affairs Review, 
Current History, International Migration, and Middle East Policy. She is a member of the core coordination team 
of the Global Migration Policy Associates in Geneva. 

Thaer Ghandour
Thaer Ghandour is a Lebanese journalist with over 11 years of experience in journalistic work. Holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Journalism from the Lebanese University, and worked in several national and pan-Arab multi-media 
organizations. Ghandour has extensive expertise in covering war zones, including the July 2006 War in Lebanon, 
the Syrian War, and the Arab Spring. He was closely involved in investigating and covering feature stories on the 
affected population of the Syrian crisis with a special focus on refugees, and the socio-economic and political 
“myths” that are widespread in the Lebanese official and public discourses. Ghandour is a professional trainer 
on issues related to counter-terrorism and on engaging youth in peace and development processes. He acts as a 
Senior Media Advisor for multiple Non-governmental organizations, and has recently co-founded (CILAT), a new 
NGO that focuses on active citizenship, and democracy, as well as human and women’s rights in Lebanon. 

Unni Karunakara 
Unni Karunakara was International President of Médecins Sans Frontières / Doctors Without Borders (MSF) 
from 2010 to 2013. He has been a humanitarian worker and a public health professional for more than 
two decades, with extensive experience in the delivery of health care to populations affected by conflict, 
disasters, epidemics, and neglect in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. He was Medical Director of the MSF’s 
Campaign for Access to Essential Medicines (2005-2007) and co-founded VIVO, an organization that works 
toward overcoming and preventing traumatic stress and its consequences. Karunakara serves on the Board of 
Directors of Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi) India and MSF Holland.  Karunakara was a Senior 
Fellow of the Jackson Institute for Global Affairs at Yale University from 2014-2017. He has held various 
academic and research fellowships at universities in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Germany and the 
United Kingdom, focusing on the demography of forced migration and the delivery of health care to neglected 
populations affected by conflict, disasters and epidemics. He also served as the Deputy Director of Health 
of the Earth Institute, Millennium Villages Project (2008-2010), and was Assistant Clinical Professor at the 
Mailman School of Public Health (2008-17), both at Columbia University. Karunakara is a Visiting Professor at 
Manipal University.



Valerio Dotti
Valerio Dotti recently joined the Department of Economics of Washington University in St. Louis as a Postdoctoral 
Research Associate. He received his PhD in Economics at University College London in 2016 and has previously 
worked as Postdoctoral Researcher at the Department of Economics at University of Mannheim.  His primary 
research fields are Applied Microeconomic Theory, Political Economy and Public Economics. Dotti’s research 
aims at characterizing voting outcomes on multidimensional choice domains. He is also interested in the political 
economy of population ageing, immigration and public spending. Dotti’s recent work addresses the role played 
by population ageing and income inequality in shaping voters’ choices regarding immigration policies. The focus 
is on the role played by the fiscal policy in shaping voters’ attitudes towards immigration. He is also working on 
the political economy of public deficit rules and on generalized comparative statics methods.

Yasser Akkaoui 
Yasser Akkaoui is the Chairman of the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies (LCPS) since 2011 and holder of an 
MBA. He is also the Editor-in-Chief of “EXECUTIVE” magazine since 2001, and the founder of KConcept Holding. 
Throughout his professional career, Akkaoui has become a Corporate Governance activist in the Middle East. 
He has been a committee member of Human Rights Watch in the Middle East since 2010 and a member of the 
Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development’s (OECD) taskforce for the MENA stock exchange. 
He has also been a regional consultant for the Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE) and a board 
member of the Lebanese Transparency Association, through which he co-founded the Institute of Directors in 
2010.  Furthermore, in April 2010, he was invited along with delegates from all around the world to Washington 
DC by ex-president Barack Obama, to discuss the state of entrepreneurship in the MENA region. Akkaoui is an 
occasional instructor at the Olayan School of Business at AUB, delivering courses in business ethics and strategy 
at the undergraduate and graduate levels.

Ziad El Sayegh
Ziad El Sayegh is a researcher on Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, peace negotiations in the Middle East, on Syria 
Displaced, and labor policies and social protection. He is a member of the Political National Committee working 
on refugees at the Presidency of the Council of Ministries and is a Policy Advisor in Adyan Foundation. El Sayegh 
is currently a Senior National Policy and Communication Advisor to the Ministry of State for Displaced Affairs and 
the Coordinator of “Better Lebanon Initiative”. He was the CEO of the Civic Influence Hub (2012–16), and the 
Policy and Communication Strategies Advisor for the President of the Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee 
in the Lebanese Presidency of the Council of Ministers (2006–09). He also was the Policy Advisor and Team 
Leader at the Lebanese Ministry of Labor (2010–11), and the National Policy Advisor to the International Labour 
Organization – (ILO) (2011–13). He was also a Strategic Communication Advisor for the Middle East Council of 
Churches, the Syndicate of teachers in Lebanon and the Health Establishment of the Druze Community.


