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Summary	(500	words	maximum):		

 What the Lebanese have witnessed in summer 2016, following months of conflict 

over trash disposal, is a mobilization that brought together a wide range of livelihood 

and socio-economic concerns. These concerns are the basis of struggle in society and 

the result of broad structural transformations that need to be theorized and framed 

within the global crises of neoliberalism and its fetters. With the ever-increasing 

number of NGOs active at the ‘civil society’ landscape—promoting a further 

fragmentation and isolation of demands away from the called-for structural 

understandings and away from political participation—I argue that the social 

movement that erupted in summer 2016 in Lebanon, took up several features and 



mobilization strategies employed by NGOs. The retreatist state, shifting nature of the 

workforce, weakening of unions, boom in international aid, and disenchantment with 

political parties has also resulted in the thriving of NGOs as an alternative social form 

of collective engagement and participation. I hypothesis that the tactics and strategies, 

as well as the relatively apolitical approaches, employed by NGOs have been on big 

display in the recent mobilizations in Beirut. 

 The Municipal elections that followed in May 2016 have also witnessed 

interesting dynamics as they were taken by storm by independent candidates and lists 

that challenged the dominance of long-standing political parties. The prominence of 

these independent lists and the relatively impressive results they achieved, as well as 

the tactics and lobbying strategies they employed, reveal to a great extent the shifting 

salience and meaning of traditional ‘politics’ and the increased disdain for political 

parties in Lebanon. However, within this overall framework, I argue that a large 

segment of the mobilizations that took place in Beirut, and the campaign ‘Beirut 

Madinati’ that followed in the municipal elections of 2016, took up anti-political 

strategies and tools—similar to those used by purportedly ‘new’ social movements and 

by NGOs—for their nevertheless ‘political’ actions.  

 For the study of this much heated debate among activists and ‘independent’ actors 

I propose: first, conducting qualitative semi-structured interviews with organizers and 

activists in the social movement that took place in Beirut in 2016, as well as 

independent candidates, volunteers and organizers in the subsequent municipal 

campaign ‘Beirut Madinati.’ This would allow me to frame the overall tactics and 

strategies as well as perceptions and attitudes of the emerging proponents for change. 

Second, I propose conducting a survey of larger Beirut’s inhabitants in order to 

capture the general public’s reactions, attitudes and viewpoints on political 



participation and new forms of collective action, which I deem essential in the 

processes of both movement mobilization and electoral voting. This would allow me 

to examine whether there has been any shifts in people’s attitudes and conceptions 

towards ‘politics’ and collective action, and whether the tactics and strategies used in 

the movement and subsequent electoral campaign in Beirut are best fit to mobilize 

people, and in that case who exactly do they mobilize.    

	
Timetable	(The	thesis	should	be	completed	within	one	academic	year):	
	

November	2016																																					Submission	for	IRB	approval	(up	to	3-months)	
December	2016																																					Approval	of	thesis	topic	and	committee	
February	2017																																						Conduction	of	Interviews	(up	to	2-months)	

Collection	of	survey	data	(by	research	
institute/or	research	assistants)	

April	2017																																																Data	analysis		
May	2017																																																	Completion		

		
	
Amount	Requested	($2000	maximum):	_____________$2000________________	
		

	 The	amount	requested	will	be	used	in	full	for	paying	for	the	conduction	of	
surveys	by	a	research	institute	(with	additional	needed	funds	requested	from	other	
institutional	funders).	The	availability	of	funds	will	make	accessible	very	useful	
and	thorough	insight	on	the	attitudes	and	perceptions	in	greater	Beirut,	or	even	
Lebanon	towards	‘political	participation’	and	collective	action.	
	
	 Otherwise,	for	the	self-administration	of	the	surveys	in	greater	Beirut,	the	
assistance	of	well-trained	individuals	would	be	needed	to	cover	all	districts	and	
regions	in	a	representative,	timely	and	efficient	manner.	Hence,	the	funds	provided	
would	be	used	to	pay	for	the	timely	contributions	of	assistants	and	their	
transportation	needs.	These	would	be	documented	and	listed	in	full	in	reports	
upon	which	each	participant	would	sign.						
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