
26. DALIEH PROPOSAL A PUBLIC MUNICIPAL PARK

The Dalieh area, as defined in this study, extends between 
the Sporting resort facing the rock and Lot 109, south of 
the Movenpick hotel and includes the Pigeon Rock Bay. The 
area forms one marine and terrestrial monument that is 
widely considered a national emblem of Lebanon, particu-
larly the central section surroundings the Pigeon Rock Bay. 
The zone has a natural continuity and acts as a geomorpho-
logical landmark at the scale of the country and the Medi-
terranean basin, as enshrined by several ratified and/or 
proposed biodiversity plans. Dalieh has been subject of an 
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important protection campaign and several proposals were 
made for its protection and development as a shared open 
space in the city.  
We begin with the recognition that any building develop-
ment in this unique ecological gem would be at the cost of 
considerable social, cultural, environmental and economic 
losses to the city and its residents. Consequently, we 
propose to turn the area into an unbuilt municipal park, 
accessible to the public, with pockets of protected ecologi-
cal life.
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We recommend that the Municipality of Beirut expropri-

ates the Dalieh lots based on Article 19 of the Urban 

Planning Law (Decree 69 of 1983). 
This article empowers public authorities to impose a 
property exchange whereby property owners are 
granted a property of equivalent financial value in the 
city and required to relinquish their ownership of 
current lots, if public interest mandates it.
To investigate the feasibility of this recommendation, 
we explored building development rights and scenarios 
on nearby Lot 705 in Ain El Mreisseh (Zone 5) currently 
a municipal property (b1.). We found it possible for the 
city to implement this exchange by subdividing this 
very large parcel into smaller ones, eventually giving 
up only a section of this lot, given its high constructa-
bility.  We further suggest the possibility of reducing 
the losses of the Municipality on this terrain by 
increasing by about 16% the current exploitation 
factors on Lot 705 in Ain El Mreisseh, an increase we 
show only mildly affects the density in nearby areas 
(b2.).
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