
The early manuscript tradition 
of the Qur’an has been long 
neglected. The situation has now 
changed dramatically, and various 
studies have been devoted to 
these witnesses, some of which 
have been dated to the seventh 
century CE. What is the impact of 
this research on our knowledge 
of the text? How do they relate to 
the information transmitted by the 
tradition? These are some of the 
questions that will be addressed  
in this talk.
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François Déroche is a member of the Institut (Académie des 
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres) and a professor at the Collège 
de France, where he has held the History of the Qur’an, Text 
and Transmission chair since 2015. He is a specialist in Arabic 
manuscripts, with a particular interest in the written transmission 
of the Qur’anic text.


