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The month of September marks the beginning of the new academic year in most of the countries around the
world. This year, the issue of school reopening amidst the COVID-19 pandemic was heavily debated during
September and was a primary headline across most media outlets. During the pivotal month of September when
final decisions regarding school re-opening were made, a total of 100 articles from 24 different media outlets
were analyzed.
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A total of 21% of these articles were from local media sources, 33% were regional, and 46% were international.
Al Arabia - a regional outlet -had the highest percentage in publishing articles regarding the topic. The range of
articles had tackled many countries' experiences and their decision in regard to school reopening issues. It is of
note that these articles were published in several sections of the media outlets mainly in the coronavirus
pandemic section followed by education, and the other sections that are indirectly related to school reopening
issues such as business, healthcare, and lifestyle. Upon closer examination, 59% of the articles used the
keywords COVID-19 pandemic/virus and school/education in the title.

The quality of the articles were assessed based on the frequency and sources of evidence, title, location, and
affiliated organization of the associated study, limitations of the study, author’s name, expert’s name,
consistency of study findings, and framing of the problem. It was noted that 75% of the articles used sources of
reported using evidence, out of which 55% were experts’ opinions. Other articles relied on studies from
academic institutions, reports from public entities, interviews with students, and reports by international
organizations. As for framing of the challenging decision around school reopening conundrum, 24% of
the articles used positively framing and encouraged in- person attendance, while 41% negatively framed the
problem and supported online schooling instead. A total of 35% of the articles were neutral, mentioning
both, the positive and negative views regarding school reopening and the new scholastic year. 
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Sources of Evidence

Blogs from the classroom by K2P is developed by graduate students enrolled in the Masters of Public Health
program at the Faculty of Health Sciences at the American University of Beirut, as an assignment in the course:

Policy and Decision-making in Healthcare (HMPD318). The blogs were edited by the K2P team members.



Positively framed articles regarding school reopening argued that children are at lower risk of developing
COVID-19, in-person learning is more effective than remote learning, and that school reopening will aid in
boosting the economy and building the children’s social skills. On the other hand, negatively framed articles
argued that school reopening will cause a surge in COVID-19 cases given the difficulties in enforcing social
distancing and hygiene measures, create inequity among students, in addition to logistical and financial
challenges at the school level. Articles in favor of online learning argued that remote learning is more
convenient and flexible, brings education right to students’ home, provides students with self-discipline, time
management skills, independence, and real-world skills, provides financial benefits, and will aid in reducing
rates of COVID-19 cases. The negative aspects of online learning included concerns about children’s mental
health and social development and highlighted equity issues regarding access to affordable electronics, stable
internet connection, and electricity which may be inaccessible to some, and added responsibility on parents
who may not be able to help their children in their schoolwork. Additional articles indicated that online classes
are not as interesting as real-life classes and makes it easier for children to procrastinate. 

In light of the above, decision makers should make informed decisions concerning in-person or online school
reopening through the use of evidence and include the perceptions and voices of experts and parents/students
before taking decisions. They also need to consider the prolonged adverse consequences for both options. In
case of in-person school reopening, schools’ capacities should be assessed to implement appropriate
mitigation measures in order to protect students, as well as teachers, and staff such as giving special attention
to screening for symptoms, promoting behaviors that reduce the spread of the virus, and adequate ventilation
systems before reopening. As for the case of online learning, socio-economic inequalities
should be taken into consideration in order to decrease the potential harmful impacts on students’ mental,
social-emotional, and behavioral health. Finally, school officials must be directed towards the best option that is
adapted to the local context to guarantee an effective outcome.
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88% of the articles did not
report the title of the study

91% of the articles did not report
the limitations of the study

30% of the articles reported
the author’s name

63% of the articles did not report the
affiliated organization of the study

100% of the articles reported
the expert’s name

61% of the articles reported
the location of the study

38% of the articles were not
consistent with study findings

65% of the articles were
correctly framed


