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Alastair Ager is Director of the Institute for Global Health and Development, Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh
and Professor of Population and Family Health at the Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University. He
has worked in the field of health and development for over 30 years, after training in psychology at the universities
of Keele, Wales and Birmingham. He has worked as Head of the Department of Psychology at the University of
Malawi; Senior Research Manager for health and education research with the UK Department for International
Development; and Executive Director of the Global Health Initiative and Director of the DrPH in Leadership in
Global Health and Humanitarian Systems at the Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University. He has
worked as a consultant with a broad range of agencies including UNICEF, UNHCR, WHO, Save the Children,
World Vision and ChildFund International.

Alastair is active in five major areas of research: the evaluation of humanitarian programming (particularly with
regard to protection and psychosocial support of refugee children); health systems resilience in contexts of crisis
(especially through work in northern Nigeria and the Middle East); and the engagement of local faith communities
in humanitarian response (in collaboration with the Joint Learning Initiative on Faith and Local Communities and a
range of faith-based, secular and academic partners). His work is currently funded by DFID, the Wellcome Trust,
the US National Institutes of Health, the ESRC and the AHRC.

He is author of over one hundred scholarly publications including papers in Science, The Lancet, the British
Medical Journal, Social Science and Medicine, Health Policy and Planning and the Journal of Refugee Studies.



