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Samer is a co-chair and convener of the Lancet-AUB Commission on Syria: Health in Conflict.  He pursues dual 
work in public health as an associate professor of practice in the Faculty of Health Sciences, American University 
of Beirut, and in medicine as a cardiologist.  A specialist in non-communicable diseases, he served as Director of 
the Department of Noncommunicable Diseases & Mental Health at WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean (Egypt) between 2013 and 2015.  Samer focuses on regional and international collaborations on 
health and institutional building in the region, managing several large initiatives.  He was the lead editor of ‘Public 
Health in the Arab World’ (Cambridge University Press, 2012) which was “highly commended” at the 2012 BMA 
Medical Book Awards. The Arabic edition, translated by WHO, was published by CAUS in 2013.  
 
He co-led the Lancet series Health in the Arab world: a view from within.  A Syrian, Samer completed a medical 
degree (MD) at Aleppo University Faculty of Medicine (Syria) and a Master in Public Health (MPH) degree at 
Harvard School of Public Health (US).  He trained in internal medicine at McGaw Medical Center, Northwestern 
University and in cardiology at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School (both in US). 
 
	


