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Firas Hatoum was raised in Aley, where he attended the
Universal College of Aley. The son of AUB alumni who met
at AUB, Firas grew up hearing stories about student life on
campus and always knew that he wanted to attend AUB.
He also grew up hearing about the Civic Welfare League,
a student club that he now leads as club president.
Firas especially enjoys “meeting other students from
different cultural backgrounds.” He also values the education
he is receiving and the opportunities that AUB provides for
personal growth and development. A third-year student
who is working toward a degree in medical laboratory
sciences, Firas is planning to apply to medical school after
he graduates—moving one step closer to his dream of
becoming a cardiothoracic surgeon. Another dream of his is
“to give back to the community a little of what I was lucky
to get as a recipient of AUB financial aid.”
Firas has received generous support from several
donor‑funded scholarships: the Adib Kouteili Scholarship,
the WAAAUB–Abu Dhabi Chapter Endowed Scholarship,
and the Aziz Stephan Scholarship.

To speak to someone about supporting financial aid, contact us at giving@aub.edu.lb or make a gift at give.aub.edu.lb
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Dear MainGate readers,
We’re delighted to present this fall issue of The MainGate—a reflection on the many facets
of the AUB community. As befits these straitened times, we are publishing in a smaller
more economical format for this and near-future editions, but we hope our far-flung readers
will also find their way to the digital edition of MainGate when we launch our new platform
in the spring.

Views from Campus
Dear readers,

This letter is
excerpted from
Dr. Fadlo Khuri’s
opening remarks
at AUB on
September 6, 2021.

You can be assured that throughout the
crises of the past three years, the board
of trustees, university leadership, and I
have listened, debated, and deliberated
how to forge a path forward for this
most precious of universities, one whose
existence provides diversity, hope,
opportunity, purpose, and, indeed, life
to its community.
Our path forward starts with careful,
critical self-examination and a
realistic appraisal of our mission.
How does one reaffirm purpose to an
enduringly valuable university in a
time of shifting alliances, malleable
perceptions, and alternative facts?
What lessons has history taught us
pertaining to the preservation of that
which is most precious in our society?
And how do we apply these lessons to
our essential university and the fragile
nation in which it resides?

For current news
summaries, read
e-newsletters:
President’s
Perspective
www.aub.edu.lb/
President/Presi
dentsperspective/
Pages
AUB@Work
www.aub.edu.lb/
communications/
aub@work/Pages

I have borne many withering critiques
and much unsought advice from
speculators and politicians alike. But I
have also received support, guidance,
criticism, and contemplation from
trustees, alumni, faculty, students, and
staff, from colleagues in the field, and,
of course, from my own family. One
inspiration is the constant example of
our AUBMC physicians, nurses, and
staff, who have fought for our patients,
values, and community. They have led
in the battle against the pandemic and
the near collapse of Lebanon’s health
system despite both overwhelming odds
and the all-too-human temptation to
leave for greener climes.
Our students, faculty, and staff expect
a great deal from this university,

and we must strive to live up to that,
including doing everything possible
to return our students stranded in
Afghanistan, to serve our diverse
learning community during the
Lebanese crisis so that it continues
its journey of discovery, all while
continuously improving our educational
standards. We will reinvigorate the
experience of our students through an
enriched curriculum where experiential
learning links with the liberal arts
and scientific education that AUB
is rightfully renowned for. Armed
with an AUB education, our students
will be prepared and predisposed to
serve the beleaguered societies of the
world, societies challenged by war,
unemployment, an absence of social
freedoms, a lack of participation in
the governance of their nations and,
most damning of all, a loss of hope for
a better tomorrow. These societies can
be transformed by individuals who are
privileged to attend our great university,
such that they too “may have life and
have it more abundantly.”
Almost one quarter of our students
hold non-Lebanese passports, making
AUB the second most diverse university
by percentage of non-Lebanese and
by far the most diverse university by
nationality across the MENA region. We
are deeply acculturated in our home. We
are the American University OF Beirut,
not simply the American University
IN Beirut. We serve the peoples of
Lebanon and the region, and no set of
circumstances, no threat or harm will
force us to abandon our sacred charge.  
As we affirm what has made us great
and transform to meet the current
challenges, we count on the support of

In reading these pages about the complexity of AUB life, you will find both the difficult and
the sublime, a deep dive into the Lebanese currency crisis and the exuberant opening days
on campus with students once again filling the pathways and robed graduates celebrating
their delayed and much yearned for commencements. You’ll go back in time with the
Lebanese cedars and Arabic calligraphy as well as see the recent appointment of AUB’s
first female vice president for administration and the herculean effort that has brought the
COVID-19 vaccine to almost 100 percent of the community.

our friends across the globe.
The dangerous games played by
political actors in Lebanon and abroad
must not be allowed to impair the
continuity of AUB’s teaching and
healing missions. The severe economic
collapse has left more than 74 percent of
Lebanese below the poverty line; they
are no longer able to pay full tuition for
their children. We must all shoulder
additional responsibilities so those
outstanding students who are capable
and suited to attend AUB, but whose
parents or guardians live in Lebanon,
can attend for an affordable price, while
those whose parents live and work
abroad render their tuition in a more
stable currency.
“In the depths of winter, I finally
learned that within me there lay an
invincible summer,” wrote Albert
Camus. In novels, plays, and essays,
the Nobel laureate explored the depths,
heights, and wonders of our existence.
This quote was penned in a series of
essays in which Camus urged humanity
to persevere through adversity, timely
advice for us today. This lies at the
core of why we at AUB must more fully
embrace and indeed exemplify our
purpose. In the depths of each of our
winters there lies an invincible summer.
Though never easy, we must pursue
excellence for the greater good and save
lives whose values are immeasurable,
all while empowering great minds,
whose futures portend a better, fairer,
more inclusive world. Now more than
ever, as Camus also reflected, we must
mend what we can, band together, and
pledge ourselves to causes far greater
than ourselves.
Fadlo R. Khuri

With this issue we say goodbye to executive editor, Martin Asser, who was first introduced
to the magazine after seeing it on his in-laws’ coffee table in London many years ago, and
who went on to oversee its publication from 2015-2021. We will miss his gift for storytelling
and his delight over unearthing a particularly rich aspect of university life, and we thank
him for his elegance in editing.
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AUB’s 156th
Opening Day,
September 6, 2021

The American University
of Beirut must fundamentally
transform if it is to continue
to persist and thrive.
And persist and thrive we
must. The stakes are simply
too high, and this university
is too important for us to fail.

Inspiration & Discoveries

Commencement
Celebration
The COVID-19 pandemic turned the world upside down
in many ways. That is certainly true for the Class of
2020, whose graduation was postponed over one year.
In a strange twist of events, AUB’s 151st Commencement
Exercises for the Class of 2020 actually took place a whole
month after AUB held its 152nd Commencement Exercises
for the Class of 2021.
But the Class of 2020 did--finally--have their moment,
with an in-person ceremony on the Green Field held on
October 8, and a virtual ceremony held online a week later
for those who could not attend in person.
For more on student speakers
and commencement please
see MainGate Digital.

Tonight, with your
friends by your side, in this
incredible campus, think
of all that you’ve done and
accomplished these past
few years. Tonight, even if
the electricity cuts, our cars
are empty, our wallets light,
if nothing else, tonight is all
we need to remember to keep
moving forward.
-Kamel Wehbe (BA ’21, Political Studies)
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Makhlouf Haddadin
Can a true Renaissance man retire?
After nearly six decades, a much
honored and highly revered teacher and
scholar steps away from his day job.

years almost all his Colorado Boulder
colleagues needed.

A promising career beckoned, which
Dr. Haddadin began at Harvard for
two years under Dr. Louis Fieser (the
AUB has impacted the lives of so
many students it can be difficult
inventor of napalm), before being
recruited back to AUB in 1964 by
(and perhaps not that useful) to
Dr. Issidorides. He was promoted to
identify the quintessential story of
tenured associate professor in 1969
transformation. But one, that began
and full professor in 1975. But it
with the arrival in 1953 of a slight,
was in 1965 that he and his mentor
quietly spoken student on a full
made the landmark contribution
Jordanian government scholarship,
of the Beirut Reaction, a novel use
is surely a candidate.Born in 1935
of heterocyclic chemistry (using
in Ma’in, a rural community southring-shaped compounds) to make
east of Madaba, Makhlouf Haddadin
new organic compounds. It was
proved to be an outstanding
simple, scientifically significant,
chemistry student under Dr. Costas
and extremely useful in industry.
Issidorides and gained his BS (1957)
Colleagues at Pfizer told Drs.
and MS (1959) before heading to
University of Colorado, Boulder for his Haddadin and Issidorides they had
PhD. He was so well prepared at AUB wiped out 10 years of R&D work
at the pharmaceutical giant when
it took only three years to complete
his doctorate, compared with the five they announced their discovery.

Dr. Haddadin followed up with the
the Davis-Beirut Reaction in 2005
with his colleague at UC Davis,
Dr. Mark Kurth and both mechanisms
continue to provide new and vital
applications.
Generations of AUB chemists have
benefited from Dr. Haddadin’s
inspiring teaching—with not
only chemistry but Arabic
poetry frequently discussed in
the classroom, and he served in
numerous leadership roles, including
acting university president in
1998–99 and 2015. As he retires after
57 years’ service, Dr. Haddadin puts
his longevity to a formula as simple
as the Beirut Reaction. “I love the
place. I was made offers elsewhere
but I always preferred AUB, even in
its worst days.”

Taking the Helm at OSB
Sidani has authored a number of
books, including Business Ethics in the
Middle East (Routledge, 2018) filling an
important gap in the teaching literature
connecting global ethical standards
and local contexts. In 2015, Dr. Sidani
received the Abdul Hameed Shoman
Award for Arab Researchers in the
After earning his BBA from AUB in
category of values and professional
1985, Sidani went on to pursue graduate ethics in the arts, humanities, social
studies at Indiana University (MBA ’87) sciences, and education. He also
and University of Mississippi (PhD ’93). collaborated with Edraak (an initiative
He has extensive teaching and course
of the Queen Rania Foundation, Jordan)
development experience in business
to deliver several popular online
ethics, leadership, fraud prevention
courses (MOOCs) in leadership and
and control, strategic analysis and
business.
control, and organizational behavior,
while his research focus also includes
Asked about his priorities, Dr. Sidani
gender and diversity in organizations.
stated: “Three things will be driving
This September, Dr. Yusuf Sidani was
appointed to the position of dean of the
Suliman S. Olayan School of Business
(OSB); he has been serving as interim
dean of OSB since October 2020. His
selection comes after an extensive
international search.

my future action to be truly committed
to our mission of enabling world-class
business research, learning, and
knowledge transfer. First, is the ability
to provide world-class instruction
and student experience in the most
challenging of situations. Second,
is to position OSB and AUB as the
destination of choice for established
and emerging scholars to whom
teaching is a calling and research is a
passion. Third, to make the OSB culture
the finest for all its constituencies:
students, staff, and faculty. These are
indeed hard times, but together we
will be able to reach new heights not
constrained by all the noise that is
happening around us.”

Mary Jaber Nachar
An AUB stalwart takes a seat in the C-Suite
Appointed in September 2020 as Vice
President for Administration, Mary Jaber
Nachar is the first female to serve the
university in this role. The challenges
she faces are among the most onerous
in the university’s 155-year history, but
Jaber is the rare individual who can
integrate multiple conflicting views and
synthesize them into an harmonious
whole. As the first woman to serve in the
“C-suite”, and the first person to serve as
chief of staff, she champions the value
of a woman’s voice, but insists that each
employee be judged on merit.

challenges—an attitude that serves her
well in her new role.

When Jaber received her business
administration degree in 1999, she
had big dreams to join a multinational
company, travel, and see the world. She
was slated as a finalist for just such an
opportunity when her father became
seriously ill. “I had to make a choice
between my parents and my dreams. I
thought--my dreams can wait. I will stay
in Lebanon.”

Jaber’s work portfolio includes eight
departments, among them HR and
benefits, facilities and physical
plant, Title IX, strategic planning and
process improvement, protection, and
communications. Jaber says with
a laugh, “Of course, I would have
preferred to serve and to lead during
better times. However, I am well-trained
in crisis situations, having participated
in the 2006 evacuations and emergency
response.” That said, she looks forward
to the time when she will focus more
fully on the aspirational aspects of the
university, rather than the operational
details of day-to-day survival.

Women leaders often face gender bias
in the form of additional scrutiny and
criticism. Perhaps AUB’s longstanding
commitment to female empowerment, in
combination with Lebanon’s complex
cultural landscape have given Jaber
some important tools for negotiating
bias. As a pioneering woman in senior
administration, Mary realizes the
impact of her actions and decisions
and describes herself as a student of
institutional organization, someone
Growing up in Hamra within walking
familiar with the challenges of being a
distance of AUB, Jaber says, “We played
staff member, and an executive not afraid
in the Green Oval and the Green Field. For of juggling multiple responsibilities.
our mother, there was only one choice
for the future―to attend AUB,” and Mary AUB President Fadlo Khuri notes:
“Mary has a collaborative leadership
and her sister set it as their goal.
style, based on different approaches she
Later, Jaber had what she calls the full
learned from different leaders. She is an
“AUB Experience.” She looks back on her excellent listener, naturally empathic,
student years with fondness and a desire and develops and implements plans
for others to experience what she did.
which put people first. I am reminded
“I was immersed in campus life,” she
of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s observation:
says. Jaber was one of the founders of
‘The test of a first-rate intelligence is the
the entrepreneurship club, was active in ability to hold two opposing ideas in
the environmental club, and recalls the
mind at the same time and still retain
Outdoors experience with a smile.
the ability to function.’”

Deciding to work and study further at
AUB, Jaber earned her MBA in 2001. She
started her journey in the internal audit
department before moving to the office
of the VP for administration. There she
was tasked with special projects, and
her attachment to AUB grew by the day.
Mentors played a large role in Jaber’s
life, and she credits them for showing
her the value of “knowledge transfer”
and guiding her through periods
of both crises and growth. “All the
exposure I had was a blessing,” she
says. “I volunteered for committees and
taskforces and moved from department
to department. I have worked with many
different leaders, learning from their
different approaches and experiences.”
More than twenty years later, Jaber
still relishes being presented with new

Jaber points to the support of her family
as critical to her success. She holds
dear her father’s words after the family
was displaced during the war: “They
can take away your home and your
belongings, but nobody can take away
your education and what you hold in
your mind. That is yours to keep.” It
warms her heart when she sees staff
and their children studying and getting
a degree - an AUB education that both
Mary and her husband Pierre hope that
their two children, Selena and Mark,
will be able to fully experience as well.
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Ahead of the Curve

Sara Levy (BS, Pharmacy ’25).
First female graduate.

One hundred years of coeducation at AUB

Anderson, Betty
The American
University of
Beirut: Arab
Nationalism and
Liberal Education.
Austin: University of
Texas Press, 2011.
Penrose, Stephen B.
L., Jr. That They May
Have Life: The Story
of the American
University of
Beirut, 1866–1941.
Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University
Press, 1941.

Ihsan Shakir with
her husband,
Ahmad, 1927.

Following World War I, the end of
the Ottoman Empire, and influential
new laws related to the emancipation
of women in Turkey, there were new
opportunities for educated women
to work as nurses, teachers, clerical
workers, and support staff. AUB,
originally known as the Syrian
Protestant College, had already
answered the call for more trained
nurses by establishing the region’s
first nursing school in 1905. Female
empowerment was on the rise,
especially in Beirut, where secondary

girls’ schools were flourishing. With
higher education degrees, women could
aspire to jobs as engineers, architects,
scientists, doctors, and diplomats.
Unlike some of its peer institutions,
which were wrestling with the
question of coeducation, AUB never
made the spurious argument that
women were not suited for or capable
of high-level learning. Women
were expected to meet the same
standards as men, and there were
no courses developed specifically
for female students, such as hygiene
or home economics. Working with
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions in 1926–27, AUB’s board
and the American School for Girls
established a junior college for women
to provide living accommodations
for its female students and to better
educate freshmen and sophomores.
That junior college evolved into the
Beirut College for Women, then became
Beirut University College after accepting
men in 1973. Today it is known as the
Lebanese American University.
AUB introduced mixed-sex higher
education to the region in a move
that took vision and a willingness
to adjust to present-day exigencies

Double-veiled and accompanied by her husband,
Ihsan Shakir (BA ’29) came to campus from Egypt in
1924 as the first Muslim woman to enroll at AUB. She
expressed a belief that continues to resonate today:
“The natural contacts that grow out of university life
. . . [promote] greater understanding, mutual selfrespect, and more wholesome relationships.”

while carving out a bold new future.
Progress is rarely a straight line:
the disciplines and year levels open
to women changed throughout the
1920s; it was not until the 1940s that
President Bayard Dodge reported
that men and women could be
seated alphabetically in Assembly
Hall and in the classrooms without
embarrassment; and it was not until
1967 that women were admitted to
the engineering school. The starting
point for these milestones occurred in
1921, when a handful of courageous
young women faced life on campus
as a highly visible student minority.
In recent years, women are in the
majority at AUB, representing just
over 50 percent of student enrollment.
While women around the globe
continue to struggle for equality, AUB
continues to challenge the status quo
on issues of gender bias, promoting
female empowerment in the Arab
world and beyond.

AUB continues to
challenge the status
quo on issues of gender
bias, promoting female
empowerment in the Arab
world and beyond.

years

References:
El Cheikh, Nadia,
Lina Choueiri, Bilal
Orfali, eds. One
Hundred and Fifty.
Beirut: American
University of
Beirut Press, 2016.

One hundred years ago, acting
president Edward F. Nickoley reported,
“Beginning this year, women are
admitted as follows: 1) in the Schools
of Medicine, Pharmacy, and Dentistry;
2) in the sophomore class of the School
of Arts and Sciences, preparatory to
entrance to medicine; 3) as special
students above the freshman year
in the School of Arts and Sciences.”
It was not until 1969—nearly a half
century after AUB—that Harvard,
Princeton, and Yale admitted women.
As Elsa Kerr, adviser to women
students, noted in 1947, “This was
indeed a radical step, for in the Arab
countries, coeducation above the
primary schools had never existed.”

COEDUCATION AT AUB

Empowering
Women
Since 1921

Edma Abu-Chedid (BA ’26, MD ’31).
One of the first women to graduate with a
bachelor’s degree from FAS, and the first
female FM graduate.
Abu-Chedid championed women’s reproductive
rights and health and established free clinics
throughout Lebanon.

Angela Jurdak Khoury (BA ’37, MA ’38).
Scholar, diplomat.
AUB’s first female instructor and Lebanon’s first
female diplomat. Khoury was secretary-general
of Lebanon’s delegation to the UN Conference
on International Organization in San Francisco
in 1945 and Lebanon’s representative to the UN
Commission on the Status of Women.

Mamdouha El Sayed Bobst (BA ’47).
Women’s health care advocate and
philanthropist.
Bobst raised public awareness of women’s
health issues and helped break the taboo
of cancer throughout the Middle East. She
launched the first healthcare system in Libya,
opened its first hospital, and trained its first
nurses. Bobst established AUBMC’s Mamdouha
El Sayed Bobst Breast Unit, the first dedicated
breast unit in Lebanon and the Middle East.

Huda Zurayk (BA ’65).
First female academic dean (1998–2008).
Zurayk is an internationally recognized
scholar on reproductive health and Arab
world health issues.

Zaha Hadid (student, 1968–70).
Innovative architect.
Hadid’s pioneering work reimagined
architecture for the twenty-first century. Made
Dame Commander of the Order of the British
Empire in 2012, Hadid was the first woman
to win the Pritzker Architecture Prize (2004).
Hadid designed AUB’s Issam Fares Institute for
Public Policy and International Affairs building
in 2014.

Reem Acra (BBA ’82).
Internationally recognized high fashion designer.
Acra’s gowns and ready-to-wear designs have
been worn by celebrities and dignitaries
around the globe. She won the Building
Bridges Award in 2014 and has been a
member of the Dubai Design and Fashion
Council since its inception. Acra dreamed of
being a fashion designer after putting on a
fashion show at AUB Outdoors in 1982.

Mariam Dabboussi (BEN ’18).
Linguist, software developer, and social activist.
Dabboussi helped to bring Google Assistant’s
services in Arabic to life via laptops, mobile
phones, smart watches, and home speakers.
As a student, she led a team of 30 students
in developing 16 solar-powered lamp posts
and 10 solar kits in El Mejdel in northern
Lebanon, as part of the student initiative
“Light Up a Village.”

Some of AUB’s
notable alumnae
throughout the
decades . . .
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The Council for
Advancement and
Support of Education
Recognizes
VP Imad Baalbaki for
Distinguished Service

During the extreme challenges of 2020,
CASE also recognized AUB with three
Circle of Excellence Awards:
AUB4Beirut Disaster Response
www.aub.edu.lb/advancement/Development/Pages/
AUB4BeirutDisasterResponse.aspx

Nemr’s star-studded online fundraising event #AUBNecessary
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vuLFNsXKUc

The AUB Halloween mask awareness video
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1152054448524512

Faculty of Medicine Graduation Ceremony. June 4, 2021

AUB’s vice president for advancement
and business development, Dr. Imad
B. Baalbaki, was selected to receive
the prestigious 2020 CASE AsiaPacific Distinguished Service
Award, which is given annually
and “honors individuals whose
professional accomplishments have
made a significant and lasting impact
on institutional advancement, and
whose life and character have earned
the respect and admiration of fellow
colleagues.”
Baalbaki is no stranger to our
worldwide community of alumni
and friends. A proud AUB alumnus
(BBA ’85, MBA ’87), he has worked
at his alma mater since he returned
to Lebanon after earning a PhD in
marketing at the Georgia Institute of
Technology. He has been a member of
the faculty at AUB’s Suliman S. Olayan
School of Business since 1993 and was
director of the business school from
1997 to 2000. Baalbaki joined AUB’s
Office of Advancement in 2001 and
has led the Offices of Advancement
in Beirut and North America since
July 2016. “This is not a job for me,”
Baalbaki explains, “but an integral
part of who I am.”
In a letter he wrote supporting
Baalbaki’s nomination for the
CASE award, President Fadlo
Khuri commented, “Since Imad’s
appointment as vice president, our
advancement team has achieved
enormous success – record-breaking
fundraising years, building alumni
engagement, pioneering new
initiatives, and expanding the
prospect pool . . . The fundraising
successes of the advancement team in
recent years have been extraordinary.”

The fundraising successes that
Khuri is referring to have been part
of BOLDLY AUB: The Campaign
to Lead, Innovate, and Serve–the
$650 million fundraising campaign
that the university will successfully
conclude in January 2022. The impact
of the campaign can be seen in the
record number of AUB students who
are receiving financial support, in
the growth of AUB’s endowment,
in renovated classrooms and
laboratories, in expanded research
funds, at the medical center, and in
numerous outreach initiatives that are
improving the lives of the people of
Lebanon and the region.
AUB trustee emeritus Alexander
T. Ercklentz, who also supported
Baalbaki’s nomination, noted that
AUB is respected in Lebanon and the
region “not just because it stands for
freedom of thought and expression,
tolerance, and respect for diversity
and dialogue but also because of its
professionalism. This is especially true
when it comes to advancement. People
throughout the region look to AUB for
guidance on ‘best practices.’”
“Our university, which I am so proud
to serve, attracts extraordinary
support from its worldwide
community of alumni, from friends
who appreciate the singular role that
AUB plays as an American institution
in the Arab world, and—most
importantly—from a truly remarkable
group of trustees,” said Baalbaki. He
credits President Khuri in particular
for his inspiring leadership and
tireless dedication. “I cannot imagine
anyone better to steer the university
through these most challenging of
times. It is a privilege to work with
him and with so many dedicated
colleagues on behalf of our AUB.”
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Comprehending
the Currency Crisis
Dr. Said Elfakhani
AUB professor
of finance,
accounting,
and managerial
economics,
has tracked the
fall of the LBP
since it unhinged
from the pegged
dollar rate in
October 2019. He
spoke to us about
the mysterious
plateaus and
lurches downward
that have
confounded and
impoverished
so many.

What is the true value of the LBP?
And what keeps driving the price
down?
First, no model can accurately
determine the intrinsic value of the
LBP, or any currency. Hence, the true
value or price floor is not currently
known, but it is certainly not 1,500
to the USD. There is no factual
data that can justify a particular
value, generally, and even less so
for Lebanon. Currencies are usually
valued in proportion to one another,
like the LBP to the dollar. Supply
and demand determine price and is
dictated by many factors, like the ratio
of one country’s inflation rate and
average per capita income to another,
government fiscal and monetary policy,
balance of payment and trade, public
confidence in the future, respective
interest rates, and the respective
reliability of banking systems.
The Lebanese Central Bank had
been trying to defend the 1,500
rate by balancing the amount of
dollars entering Lebanon against
those leaving the country (incoming
dollars represent demand for LPB,
whereas outgoing dollars represent
the contrary). In 2019, Lebanon
imported $20 billion worth of goods
and services, but exported $3 billion.
This trade balance deficit would, by
itself, kill the value of any currency.
But remittances and money attracted
by high interest rates made up the
shortfall. Eventually, those cash
inflows dried up and exposed the
economy’s hollow foundation.
We don’t produce enough locally to
satisfy local demand, so we need
to keep importing, but we can’t
import as much as before because
of the devaluation; that’s lowered
living standards.

Lebanon doesn’t have enough land
to support much agriculture. Mostly
we rely on services and tourism for
generating much of our national
income. More political instability
means less tourism. We used to receive
a lot of Gulf Arab tourists. That’s
all dried up. Foreign aid too is very
limited because of political issues. So
where will the cash come from?
If I’m an importer and I want wheat
sold on the international market in
dollars, I and all the other wheat
importers will be on the hunt for
dollars. We’ll crowd around the
exchange office. The money changer,
who has a limited amount of dollars,
will auction what he has. The
importers, and anyone else chasing
dollars to buy paint, oil, or food from
abroad, will bid up the price. The
money changer will sell his or her
dollars to the highest bidder, thus the
new lower price of the Lebanese pound.
How can you explain the volatility?
Why the plateaus, the sudden
downward lurches, the rebounds?
There are all kinds of signals that
those importers and others standing in
lines at the money changer are paying
attention to. When rumors circulate
that there aren’t enough dollars, the
price of dollars goes up. When the
media announces that there’s still no
government—and by extension no
rescue plan—the price goes up. But
when Hariri visited Aoun, the price
fell from 15,000 to 10,500 in an hour
on the assumption that government
formation is imminent. What’s the
correct USD price? It could be
LBP10,000. It could be 100,000.
When the government defaulted on
its foreign debt, now more than a

year ago, the pound crashed. No one
wanted to bring any more dollars into
Lebanon. Now foreign exporters want
advance payment from Lebanese
importers for all goods and services,
from basic necessities to luxury
items. Meanwhile, importers have a
hard time paying at all because of
the financial controls in place. They
need to have a foreign bank account
or to smuggle the money out in bags.
On the other hand, they will have to
demand dollars for their local sales.
Hence, more downward pressure on
the Lebanese pound.
And who should bear the losses? It
must be the banks and the government,
not the Lebanese depositors. The banks
lent to the government, which defaulted
on the banks, who then defaulted on
depositors. The government is a bad
debtor. It has run a budget deficit for
the past 30 years. And it’s been printing
money to pay its debt, meaning, again,
downward pressure on the pound.
How are people adapting to
the crisis? How do they
circumvent the financial controls
and protect themselves against
the exchange rate?
People are converting their LBP only
if absolutely necessary, so they can
avoid the punishing exchange rates.
Sellers only accept LBP at whatever the
daily market rate is, while some don’t
accept LBP at all, just to avoid disputes,
given the fluctuations. Some have
invested in real estate with their frozen
funds, paying via check. Owners were
accepting those checks to pay down
outstanding bank debt, but that’s all
but dried up now.
On the other hand, believe it or not,
there is a big emerging market for

digital money, that is USD deposited
in banks. People are trading bank
checks. I give you a $100,000 check,
you give me around $20,000 in fresh
USD banknotes, or even less than that.
It’s essentially exchanging “lollars,”
the USD banks claim to hold, for
actual, physical, unrestricted USD.
Finally, people are turning to buy gold
and probably smuggling their holdings
outside the country. There are no
figures given as to the volume of this.

Faith must be
restored in the
Lebanese economy
to attract cash

I’ve heard that the urban areas are
suffering more than rural ones. Is
that true? If so, could you elaborate?
It’s true. While rural areas have
always been neglected, they are more
self-sufficient in terms of agriculture
products, which have become
expensive. So overall, people in
rural areas have fared relatively well
compared to those in urban areas.

be restructured away from services
toward something more balanced.
In my opinion, our salvation lies
in completing land and sea border
negotiations with Israel-Palestine and
Syria, and producing oil and gas.
I am confident that many international
investors would be willing to advance
Lebanon sizable hard currencies in
seven-or eight-year loans, which is
the time it would take to produce and
sell oil and gas. Other steps include
What’s the solution? What can be
developing an independent judiciary
done to halt the crash right now?
and finding a solution for Syrian
Money or capital is cowardly, as they
refugee, and eventually Palestinian
say. Faith must be restored in the
refugee, issues. This is the way
Lebanese economy to attract cash.
But international agencies such as the to recovery. Otherwise, the local
International Monetary Fund will not productive economy remains weak.
It is easy to destroy, but it is much
jump in without a clear reform plan.
harder to rebuild.
In the long term, the economy must
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2. Salma N. Talhouk
et al, Trees of
Lebanon: A Labor of
Love (Beirut: Nature
Conservation Center
at AUB, 2014).

Ecology of Cedars
A very Long Relationship
1. Wolf Carnahan,
“The Epic of
Gilgamesh: Tablet
V,” The Epic
of Gilgamesh,
accessed August 9,
2021, http://www.
ancienttexts.
org/library/
mesopotamian/
gilgamesh/tab5.
htm.

They stood at the forest’s edge,
gazing at the top of the Cedar Tree,
gazing at the entrance to the forest.
Where Humbaba would walk there was
a trail, the roads led straight on, the
path was excellent. Then they saw the
Cedar Mountain, the Dwelling of the
Gods, the throne dais of Imini.1

3. Trees of Lebanon.

So begins the fifth tablet of the Epic
of Gilgamesh, the world’s oldest major
work of literature. Gilgamesh, the
poem’s hero, stands in awe before
the cedar forests on land that would
4,000 years later form part of modern
Lebanon. As he enters the forest, he
notices the “luxurious foliage” and the
shade, which is “good and extremely
pleasant.” It is a place so hallowed and
beautiful that the gods themselves
have made it their home. Sacred and
protected by the demon Humbaba,
the trees are a precious currency, and
for Gilgamesh, the keys to fame and
fortune. Hence, he has come to chop
them down and bring them back as
bounty to his kingdom.

the building of a temple in Jerusalem.
And again in Isaiah 2:13, there is
mention of the cedars as beings of
great stature that must nevertheless
submit to God’s will.

Fast forward over a thousand years
and we find mention of the cedars in
the Old Testament. In I Kings 5:10: “So
Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and
fir trees according to all his desire” for

It was from cedar that the Phoenicians
built their merchant ships to
trade with the rulers of Egypt and
Mesopotamia. A passage from the
AUB publication The Trees of Lebanon

explains: “Ancient civilizations were
primarily after cedar and other coneproducing trees such as fir, pine, and
juniper because these species produce
resins that protect the wood from
decay. Tar and resins were also in high
Around the time of the Old Testament’s demand, as they were necessary for
writing, Wenamun, an envoy of the
the maintenance and protection of the
20th Egyptian dynasty, traveled to
ships and for coating ship equipment
and food storage utensils. Essential
Lebanon to gather cedar wood for the
oils derived from these trees were used
construction of a sacred vessel for
Amon-Re, the sun god. King Zakarbaal to prepare religious and medicinal
of Byblos refused to give up the wood, ointments.”3
asking Wenamon: “On what business
have you come here?” Wenamon
replied: “I have come after the timber.
Your father gave it, your grandfather
gave it, and you shall also give it.”2
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4. Trees of Lebanon.
5. Pierre Belon, De
Arboribus Coniferis
(Paris: Guillaume
Cavellat, 1553),
4, quoted in J. C.
Loudon, Arboretum
and Fruticetum,
vol. 4 (London,
1844), 2409.
6. Anne Barnard
and Josh Haner,
“Climate Change Is
Killing the Cedars
of Lebanon,” New
York Times, July
19, 2018, https://
www.nytimes.
com/interactive/2018/07/18/
climate/
lebanon-climate-change-environment-cedars.
html.

The cedar found its way to the heart
of the many civilizations that lived in
its orbit, and like so many passionate
loves, it was relentlessly consumed
such that “by the first century AD
Lebanon’s forests had already become
scarce.” The Roman expansion into
Phoenicia and Syria, and the building
of ships and fortifications, drove the
demand for cedar to such a point
that a supply bottleneck led to one
of the earliest recorded attempts at
environmental conservation. Emperor
Hadrian “set aside the remaining
forests of North Lebanon as his private
hunting grounds; he had inscriptions
engraved on large rocks to mark the
limits of his forest property. Today,
the local community of Ehmej is
proud to show visitors these historical
landmarks that are found on several
large stones scattered around the
village lands.”4
Fast forward another 1,300 years and
we come across the first early modern
reference to the cedar in a text written
by French naturalist Pierre Belon:

“The cedars stand in a valley, and not
on top of the mountain, and they are
supposed to amount to 28 in number,
though it is difficult to count them,
they being distant from each other a
few paces. These the Archbishop of
Damascus has endeavored to prove
to be the same that Solomon planted
with his own hands in the quincunx
manner as they now stand.”5
The cedars of today are the cedars of
history. Since the great bulk of the
cedar’s growth occurs before the age
of 70 and the tree’s lifespan is over
a thousand years, we can assume
that many of the trees standing today
appear just as they did when Belon
came upon them. They stand, on
average, between 40 and 60 feet high.
Their trunks can reach more than
nine feet in diameter. Their bark,
sometimes moss covered, is a mosaic
of wood flakes stained with white
resin; their branches, like massive
arms spread wide, beseech the
heavens.

It is unsurprising, given its
physiognomy, that Cedrus libani
has evoked a sense of majesty and
the divine in such a diversity of
civilizations, each of which has
praised the tree, then chopped it
down. “Lebanon’s cedar forests once
covered all the western slopes of
Mount Lebanon at altitudes between
800 and 2,200 meters. The remaining
groves are protected and cover a total
of 3 percent of the nation’s area,” says
Alain Daou, director of AUB’s Nature
Conservation Center (NCC). These
groves appear like ink blotches on
a map within the bounds of nature
reserves like Barouk, Maaser El Shouf,
Niha, Ehden, and Tannourine.
“The cedar is a charismatic species
in Lebanon, so it will make a lot of
noise if anything happens to it,”
says Salma Talhouk, former NCC
director and head of the Department
of Landscape Design and Ecosystem
Management. It is also the national

symbol of Lebanon, an image that is
thought to bridge internal divides. It is
the silhouette at the center of the flag,
the tattoo on the cab driver’s arm, the
relief on the coin, and the namesake of
a 2005 political uprising. The cedar’s
charisma has even brought global
media attention from publications
like the Guardian and the New York
Times, which ran a front-page story
on climate-change threat to cedars in
2018: “Climate change could wipe out
most of the country’s remaining cedar
forests by the end of the century”6 as
rising temperatures push the cedars
farther up the mountains in search of
ecological comfort.
Much of the most incisive scholarship
and progressive activism around
the cedar has come out of AUB.

In addition to The Trees of Lebanon,
Talhouk and her colleagues at AUB
have published numerous articles
chronicling environmental degradation
in Lebanon, including within cedar
groves, and critiquing a Lebanese
and international conservation policy
that has historically been centered on
top‑down management from afar.
Talhouk believes that the key
to protecting the cedars lies in
incentivizing and empowering the
local communities living alongside
them. This means providing green
jobs to locals, rather than urban
commuters, and making sure
ecotourism income supports local
communities.

Talhouk is also an ardent supporter of
a conservation strategy that promotes
biodiversity. A policy of single-species
focus, she says, whether on the
cedar or any other species, leads to
unsustainable, antiseptic ecosystems:
“a dead forest.” She notes, with a bit
of cold realism, that the cedars may
not survive climate change and that
promoting a panoply of species may
be the best hedge against the wider
destruction of Lebanon’s natural
world.
Science tells us that to some degree it
is already too late. The rising global
temperatures driving the cedars
further up the mountains are a
foregone conclusion; it only remains to
be seen just how far up they will have
to go and whether there will be any
room left at the summit. Preventing
their total destruction will require
unprecedented national and global
coordination. So that the cedar may
find its way into new literature and
weave its way into the heart of future
civilizations who might find new
ways to celebrate it and tell the story
of its grandeur, it might be best for
humanity to treat Cedrus libani not as
a passionate love, but rather as a longterm partner, a companion with whom
we can live in harmony.
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The University
Scholarship Program
Celebrates its
th
10 Anniversary
During California’s COVID-induced
lockdown, Khaled Al Kurdi (BS ’16) did
much of his work as a chemist from
his home office in a luxury high-rise in
downtown San Jose, his desk beneath
a shelf of hanging plants, abutting a
window that looks out on a pool and
lounge area. In the mornings, he’d
meet virtually with his colleagues to
discuss progress and next steps on the
development of a product meant to cool
electronic devices—computers, TVs,
phones—more efficiently by an order of
magnitude. He practices mindfulness
and prefers to live in the present, but
memories of a very different past life
are not far below the surface.
As a child in Tarik El Jdideh, he
shared a makeshift bedroom with
his siblings in a top-floor apartment.
The roof leaked in the winter when
it rained. During the neighborhood’s
frequent blackouts, he would study
by battery lamp, and by candlelight
when the batteries ran out. His father
had a shop around the corner that sold
lamps, cords, wires, and plugs. On
occasion, as a teenager, he would jog
through Ras Beirut, past AUB’s Main
Gate. “I would peak through. It was a
glamorous world to me.”

Eventually, by dint of hard work and
opportunity provided by AUB’s USAIDfunded University Scholarship Program
(USP), Al Kurdi would enter that world
and succeed, later earning his PhD
at Georgia Institute of Technology,
before joining Frore Systems, a Silicon
Valley electronics firm. He is one of
336 students who found in the USP
program the means to leap several
rungs up the socioeconomic ladder.
The USP program, now known as the
Higher Education Scholarship (HES)
program, was born 10 years ago from a
grant application. It has morphed into
a powerful engine of opportunity in
Lebanon under the leadership of Samar
Harkouss, USP director and head of
the University Preparatory Program,
and Malek Tabbal, professor of physics
and Provost Designee in USP/HES.
The pair applied for and were awarded
the seminal grant in 2011. They have
since worked to build up the necessary
infrastructure for recruiting promising
scholars from across Lebanon to the
USP program.
In the beginning, Lebanese scholars
were drawn exclusively from the
country’s public school system, which
centered the applicant pool among

and board, meals, stipend, and
laptop are all paid for in US dollars
distributed at regular intervals by
the US government to protected bank
accounts, helping to insulate them
from Lebanon’s financial crisis.

Duaa Kallam (BSN Expected ’23),

Duaa Kallam (BSN Expected ’23), a
scholar from Tyre studying nursing
under a new USP sister program for
refugees, remembers her surprise upon
arrival: “It was a whole new mood.
In Tyre, it’s one color. You don’t meet
people from different backgrounds. It
was like, okay, let’s keep silent. I wanted
to understand how [people at AUB]
think. I was just observing.”

the financially strained. “The publicschool requirement somehow struck
a chord for me for me because my
father was a public school principal
in Lebanon,” said Tabbal. “Public
school students have always been very
rare on AUB’s campus.” Since 2018,
however, the program was expanded
to include refugees and students from
private schools.
Though AUB provides generous
financial aid to the majority of its
students, most do not receive full
scholarships; thus, students are still
expected to cover some tuition costs.
For USP scholars, paying even a
portion of these costs is not possible.

Al Kurdi recalled a similar feeling,
heightened by an instinct to conceal
his background. “I never introduced
myself as a scholarship student. I
didn’t want to lead with that. But over
time, I let the walls drop. The students
I met weren’t the entitled people I
thought they were,” he said.
Khaled Al Kurdi (BS ’16)

The USP scholarship brings
“a different kind of student to AUB,
students that couldn’t pay even 10
percent of the tuition,” explained
Tabbal. “We often have to pay for
their transportation just to come here
for the application interview. It is a
completely different scale in terms of
financial need.”
Given their disadvantaged
backgrounds, USP scholars are
among the most financially protected
students at AUB. Their tuition, room

Once they arrive on campus, many
USP scholars sense a cultural gulf
between themselves and other
students. “It can be a challenge to
integrate students into a very modern,
westernized campus. Many of these
students have never been out of their
villages. When they come for a site visit,
it’s maybe the first time they’ve come to
Beirut in their lives,” said Harkouss.

Reem Abou Ibrahim (BS ’16)

Scholars spend the bulk of their first
year on campus in Reynolds Hall,
working through the University
Preparatory Program. “This is to
bring them up to speed, improve their
English and study skills,” explained
Harkouss. Indeed, many USP students
tout the soft-skills training and
mandatory volunteer experience
that forms a central part of the USP
program as crucial to their success
both at AUB and in the workplace.
“Volunteering has changed my
life,” said Kallam, speaking of her
experience at the Children’s Cancer
Center of Lebanon. “I just played
with [the children there].” She also
distributed food to families in need
as a volunteer with Italian NGO Sante
Gidio. Reem Abou Ibrahim (BS ’16),
a USP scholar and computer science

graduate, volunteered with the Red
Cross: “We went to orphanages,
hospitals, underdeveloped areas. We
had political discussions. We played
cards. It humbles you.”
Reem would go on to become
valedictorian of her class and serve
on the University Student Faculty
Committee. “I can’t sum up what I got
out of [the USP program] in words.
We had both academic and social or
behavioral expectations. We had to
plan ahead of time. I learned time
management, interviewing skills,
writing skills. I had a support network.
USP made sure I had a well-rounded
university experience.”
After graduation, Reem traveled to
Dubai, joining Deloitte as a forensic
technologist. She was fast-tracked for
promotion, became a champion for
corporate social responsibility in the
region, and continued to volunteer,
teaching financial literacy to nearby
high school students. She was selected
as one of 50 delegates to represent
Deloitte at One Young World. Now she
works for the United Nations, using
a suite of enterprise software tools to
sift through data and documents for
evidence of war crimes.
“My dad now has lost his job for two
years, but thanks to my career, I can
provide for my family as the sole
provider. I’m paying my brother’s
college tuition, and I’ll probably
have to pay for my sister’s too. I can’t
imagine what the situation would be if
I didn’t have the job and income I do.
And that’s thanks to USP.”
Eventually, she hopes to return to
Lebanon and enter politics. “I’d like to
start small, maybe at the municipality
level. That’s where there is real need
right now. Everyone like me takes the
easy way out just to make ends meet.
But I’d like to go back and work to
make it so that people don’t feel they
have to leave to survive.”

My dad now has lost
his job for two years, but
thanks to my career, I can
provide for my family as
the sole provider.
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Kufi script
Kufi script was one of the earliest calligraphic scripts to gain prominence in the late
7th century through the Qu’ran. It was also used to adorn portable works of art.
Thuluth script
In the 10th to 13th centuries, calligraphy artists moved away from straight, angular lines
to explore curved and oblique lines. From this evolution came the Thuluth script, which
was used heavily in architectural facades during this period.
Nasta’liq script

The Cultural Weight
of Arabic Calligraphy

Iyad Naja is a Lebanese
multidisciplinary artist who has
worked in academic spaces, the
marketing industry, and as a product
design artist. He is known for his

Diwani script
Designed solely for use by the Ottoman Empire in the 16th and 17th centuries, Diwani is
a calligraphic script that appears on official Ottoman documents and is characterized
by legibility and its complexity of lines within the letters.

To watch the CAH video series on Arabic calligraphy, visit AUB’s YouTube page:
www.youtube.com/c/AUBatLebanon.

Photo courtesy of Iyad Naja

Arabic calligraphy was born in
reverence to writing the Qu’ran but has
grown in its life outside the holy text.
It exists beyond the page and is found
on the domes of mosques, the gates
of cities, and even in the carvings of
furniture. It is more than just a script:
it is a tool of design. In a five-part
video series done in partnership with the
American University of Beirut’s Center
for Arts and Humanities (CAH) and
renowned product designer Iyad Naja,
the history of Arabic calligraphy and
its union with design are explored to
showcase its incomparable legacy.

Nasta’liq is a flowing script originating from Iran and Central Asia during the 14th century
and popularized in poetry writings. Unlike other calligraphic scripts, Nasta’liq is not
used in architecture, the Qu’ran, or portable works of art. It is predominantly used in
writing narratives due to its pleasing, flowing lines.

innovative use of Arabic calligraphy
in his pieces, making him uniquely
positioned to discuss the topic. In the
video series, Iyad walks us through
the various forms of Arabic calligraphy
and their unique cultural histories
and demonstrates how calligraphy
expresses a desired intention to the
audience. His in-depth knowledge
shows how Arabic calligraphy is “a
form of art and beauty, and more than
just a form of legible script, with so
much wealth of knowledge that it can’t
be settled down into something just to
read.” Arabic calligraphy aims to be
pleasing to the eye, but it also carries a
cultural and historical weight. Its form
has evolved from its original state,
when it lay solely on the pages of the
Qu’ran, and has survived because of
its transformations by artisans.

“The idea was to promote arts that
are indigenous to the Arab region
and culture.” This is how Professor
Abdulrahim Abu-Husayn, director
of CAH, describes the conception of
this video series. Arabic calligraphy
continues to be a form of indigenous
art that has thrived for over a
millennium. CAH, thanks to a grant
by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
is working to highlight and preserve
the unique art of the Arab community.
In a region undergoing radical
transformation, sustaining and
expanding the commitment to the
arts and humanities is more essential
than ever. As cultural legacies and
traditions are at risk of being eroded,
there is a desperate need for spaces
and works created in the Arab world.
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AUB in Numbers, Life Changing Gifts
I can never forget my
parents’ words they
keep repeating for me,
‘Education is your only
weapon in the battle of
this life.’
– Samir

AUB is committed to providing its
world-class higher education to
qualified students regardless of
their socioeconomic status. While
juggling multiple economic crises,
AUB adjusted the dollar exchange
rate between the fall and spring
terms 2020–21 at a rate favorable to
the local population. To counter this
change, the university set aside an
in-year budget increase in institutional
financial aid to ensure that it could
grant an across-the-board increase

to those students already receiving
financial assistance and open up the
opportunity to other students to apply
for financial aid support. For the first
time ever, the chance to benefit from
financial aid was also opened up to
all graduate students. During spring
2020–21, AUB provided an average of
46 percent financial aid to 81 percent
of the students who applied, and the
undergraduate institutional financial
aid doubled in budget compared to fall
2020–21.

The Janissaries (left to right): Touma Yagham, Kamal Kourani, Samir Jabbour, Mishel Awad, Teddy Abdo, William Nahhas,
Nadim Homsi, Ismail Husseini, Mervin Ogden-Smith, John Makhoul, Hratch Bouyajian, Said Sukkar, with Sami Salibi warming
up the choir before a performance.

Professor Kamal Salibi

The Janissaries, AUB’s First All-Male Choir:
A remembrance by John Makhoul (BE ’64).
The Janissaries recorded its version of the
AUB Alma Mater and the Lebanese National
Anthem in a recording studio 60 years ago.
Original choir member Teddy Abdo recently
digitized these tapes. The rediscovered
recordings and John Makhoul’s remembrance
below offer an inspirational reprieve from the
distressing concerns of these times in Lebanon
and around the world.

During Academic Year 2020–21:

Gifts like yours
make dreamful
journeys possible to
achieve.

Financial aid awarded
by AUB

$43,052,965

Donor-funded scholarships

– Jana

$13,423,315

Financial aid grants

$21,060,426

46%

vs.

32%

AUB staff dependent
scholarships

After all, the best gift
you could give someone
is education.
– Marwah

Undergraduate financial aid
awarded by AUB:
spring 2020–21 vs. fall 2020–21
average support per student

$11,085,320
(2x)

Undergraduate
financial aid awarded
by AUB: spring 2020–21
vs. fall 2020–21 total
budget allocated to
students doubled

Outlook article announcing the recording of the
AUB Alma Mater and Lebanese National Anthem.

In spring 2020–21

81%

awarded of those who applied
for institutional financial aid for
the first time

Read the story online where you can watch
a video and listen to the AUB Alma Mater
and the Lebanese National Anthem.

Video design and production by John
Makhoul and his grandniece Elyssa
Tawil, BA (Hons) in Film Practice from
the University of the Arts London.
MainGate Digital link:
sites.aub.edu.lb/maingate/2021/09/21/
the-first-aub-ma…-the-janissaries/

Not many people know that the late esteemed
historian and AUB Professor Kamal Salibi
(1929–2011) was also an accomplished
musician. A man of many aptitudes, Salibi was
probably best known as the author of several
well-known books including the 1988 classic
A House of Many Mansions: The History of
Lebanon Reconsidered. Around 1959, Professor
Salibi came up with the idea of establishing a
male choir. He recruited a number of musically
inclined AUB students, chief among them were
Teddy Abdo (BBA ’61) as lead tenor and a few
of his friends who enjoyed singing, including
lead bass Nadim Homsi (BA ’60). I joined the
group as the youngest of the bunch (as a bass),
in the spring semester of 1960, having already
joined the AUB mixed chorus the previous
fall when I was still doing my Bac II year at
International College with classes in Daniel
Bliss Hall.
Professor Salibi wrote musical arrangements
of well-known songs for the choir, including

the AUB Alma Mater, the Lebanese National
Anthem, and songs like Nahnu el-Shabaab.
He would rehearse the choir, and when it came
time to perform, his brother, Sami Salibi (BA ’49),
who ran a music school on Sadat Street, would
step in and conduct. The choir always sang a
capella, with no musical accompaniment.
You might be wondering about the origin of
the name “The Janissaries.” Teddy Abdo told
me that he and his friends were having coffee
at Uncle Sam’s next to AUB when they began
to brainstorm names for the choir. Someone
suggested the name “The Janissaries”, or
al-Murtazaqa in Arabic, perhaps as a joke, but
the name stuck!
Teddy and his friends graduated in 1961, but
the male choir continued functioning for at
least one more year, after which the group
dissolved with many of its members having
scattered to different countries. The AUB
Janissaries lasted only a few years, 1959–1962,
but those were very special years for its
members. Love of singing is something that
lasts a lifetime. Teddy now lives in Toronto,
and I live in Boston; we both continue to sing
to this day in choral groups. Even though
COVID-19 has put a temporary halt to our
group singing, we will never give up singing,
and we will never forget our special days at
AUB when we all sang together.
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Written Word
1. THE ARSONISTS’ CITY
(HOUGHTON MIFFLIN
HARCOURT, 2021) BY
HALA ALYAN (BA ’08)

The Arsonists’ City (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2021) by Hala Alyan (BA ’08). This family
saga centered on their struggles to save the ancestral home in Beirut tells the story of
both a family and a region in conflict. The fragile ties that hold this extensive family
together are imperiled by lost loves, bitter jealousies, abandoned passions, and deep-set
shame—all exacerbated by Beirut’s legacy of war and disaster, overwhelming flow of
refugees, religious tension, and political unrest. Alyan shows us that “fiction is often the
best filter for the real world around us.”

1

2. THE BITCOIN
STANDARD: THE
DECENTRALIZED
ALTERNATIVE TO
CENTRAL BANKING
2

The Bitcoin Standard: The Decentralized Alternative to Central Banking (Wiley, 2018) by
Saifedean Ammous, PhD (BEN ’03). In his bestselling book, Ammous demonstrates how
Bitcoin grew to be the answer to what many see as a world plagued by centralization. He
discusses the history of money, how Bitcoin works, and how it can be used instead of fiat
currency. He covers the idea of trustless systems, and why this is such a revolutionary
idea in the modern history of money, with the potential to generate many new social
ideas in the digital age. Bitcoin also undermines the idea of central banks planning
the economic cycle via interest rates. The author considers the idea of Bitcoin as a new
form of the global gold standard, which can be used on a supranational basis to settle
payments and as a nation’s reserve asset.

Psychoanalysis and the Love of Arabic: Hall of Mirrors (Edinburgh University Press,
2020) by Nadia Bou Ali reorients the debates around Arabic and global modernity
in relation to psychoanalysis, capitalism, and universality. The study offers the first
psychoanalytic reading of 19th century works written during the Nahda movement by
3. PSYCHOANALYSIS AND Ahmad Faris Shidyaq (1805–87) and Butrus al-Bustani (1819–83). It shows how a curious
THE LOVE OF ARABIC:
relationship was forged between language and politics–one driven by both a desire for,
HALL OF MIRRORS
and anxiety about, modernity. In analyzing the abstractness of national belonging as
belonging to the language, author Bou Ali considers why modern Arabic grammarians
became ideated as a ‘mirror of the nation’.
3

4. HUNDRED PAGE
5G BOOK: IN-DEPTH
COVERAGE OF 5G
SYSTEM ENGINEERING
AND ARCHITECTURE

Hundred Page 5G Book: In-Depth Coverage of 5G System Engineering and Architecture
(self-published, 2020) by Bassem Abi-Farah (BEN ’94). Fifth Generation (5G) is expected
to have a socio-economic impact that will radically advance mobile telecommunications.
Consistently ranked as a bestseller in several Amazon marketplaces, this book provides
in-depth knowledge and understanding of 5G technologies and network architecture,
while serving as a guide to 5G’s many new business opportunities. https://www.amazon.
ca/dp/B08P7T47NY

4

5. AND SO WE DRIVE ON

5

And So We Drive On (Eye on the East, 2020) by Marina Chamma (BA ‘02). This collection
of stories inspired by Lebanon and Beirut confirms the city’s status as a place “many of
us love to hate and hate that we love.” Here, the experiences of some are ultimately the
stories of all. They are a reflection that no matter what happens to us, “we as human
beings move on. We drive on and life, somehow, drives along with us.”

Khabazteh?
This past October, AUBMC shared a
video on social media titled “The Bread
Exam.” Popular Lebanese baker Um Ali
stands in a spacious, well-lit kitchen in
front of two wrapped pieces of dough
molded in the shape of breasts. “Today,
I’m going to share my healthiest recipe,”
she says. “Look at the dough closely.
Make sure that both are similar, same
shape, same color.” Um Ali moves her
hand in a circular motion around the
dough, massaging at intervals. “We
shouldn’t see any lumps and no area
should feel harder than another.” She
then moves her hand in a straight line
from the top of the dough mound to the
bottom, before pinching the center. “No
liquid should come out of it,” she says.
Finally, she reminds the viewer that the
recipe is only healthy if performed often.
The video is the brainchild of French ad
firm McCann, representatives of which
reached out to Lebanese Breast Cancer
Fund (LBCF) co-founder Mirna Hoballah
last year expressing interest in putting
together a breast exam campaign aimed

at a Lebanese and Arab audience. For
its cleverness and subtlety, meant to
bypass the conservatism that may
act as an obstacle to breast cancer
awareness, the ad won the PR Cannes
Lions Grand Prix.
The campaign, titled Khabazteh? (Did
you bake bread?), is the latest iteration
of a long-running breast cancer
awareness campaign stretching back
to LBCF’s founding in 2011,
a time when breast cancer awareness
in Lebanon and the wider Arab
region was lower. “It used to be that
in Lebanon and in most low-income
countries—we have statistics and
publish data on this—that 60 to 80
percent of cases used to be advanced
breast cancer,” says Dr.Nagi El Saghir,
LBCF’s other co-founder and AUBMC
professor of clinical specialty.
Thanks to the work of organizations
like LBCF, which along with AUBMC
has helped promote breast cancer
awareness through media campaigns

and donations of hair and money,
those numbers have dropped. Now,
65 percent of breast cancer cases in
Lebanon are diagnosed early.
McCann’s campaign builds on more
than a decade of LBCF’s and AUBMC’s
work, with the sophistication and
media chops of a global advertising
firm. A second McCann video, also
shared on social media, features
interviews with women on the streets
of Beirut discussing taboos around
matters physical and sexual. “We need
to break the taboo. We shouldn’t feel
ashamed,” one woman says.
“It’s even more relevant with the
economic situation in Lebanon as
mammograms have become less
affordable for women,” Hoballah says.

Now, 65 percent of breast
cancer cases in Lebanon are
diagnosed early.

28 29

Health & Wellness

AUBMC created a backup registration
system on EPIC should the
MOPH registration platform hit a
snag—a wise decision as it turned out.
“We setup an internal pre-vaccination
form and vaccine registration, mostly
taken from CDC, Pfizer, and MOPH.
We did not reinvent the wheel.”
The first batch of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine arrived at the Beirut-Rafic
Hariri International Airport in the
twilight hours of Saturday, February 13,
on a Middle East Airlines Airbus A321.
The precious cargo was met on the
tarmac by an array of officials filming
the event on their phones. From
there it was transported to a MOPH
warehouse attached to Rafic Hariri
University Hospital (RHUH), where it
was stored overnight. AUBMC would
be one of three launch sites, along with
RHUH and Saint George Hospital, to
begin administering vaccinations on
February 14, Valentine’s Day.

A Very Special Delivery:
COVID-19 vaccines come to Lebanon
It was in December that AUBMC first
became aware of Lebanon’s intention
to sign a deal to secure millions of
COVID-19 vaccines, starting with
the Pfizer-BioNTech product which
would start arriving in February.
Dr. Umayya Musharrafieh, interim
chair of the Department of Family
Medicine, urgently drew up names
for a multidisciplinary task force.
Occupational medicine specialists,
administrators, nurses, pharmacists,
IT experts, communication staff, and
quality and infection control staff
would begin planning to receive the
vaccine while Musharrafieh would act
as the point person for contact with
the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH).

The task force had to set up a new
workflow and devise a plan from
scratch. “This vaccine is pretty
complex in terms of handling
and for its thermal requirements.
It’s not just a refrigerated flu shot,”
said Dr. Carine Sakr, employee
health director and assistant
professor of clinical specialty at the
Faculty of Medicine. For this reason,
formal training was administered by
the Pfizer team in Lebanon and was
attended by the multidisciplinary
task force. Additionally, multiple
mock sessions at the vaccination
site were conducted to identify
potential challenges.

The difficulties involved in running
a nationwide vaccination program
are well-documented. New Yorkers,
for example, had difficulty securing
vaccine appointments due to supply
shortages and a poorly designed,
decentralized scheduling system.
Musharrafieh foresaw that Lebanon,
with its well-documented infrastructure
and organizational challenges, would
also struggle. “I recall very well that
in order to launch [the electronic
healthcare records system] EPIC,
we had to hire many people and
receive lots of training, and even
after implementation we still faced
occasional glitches. So I expected that
there would be issues,” she said.

A few days before Valentine’s Day,
the MOPH told AUBMC it would
receive 180 doses for the pilot. Then
word came that AUBMC would
receive additional vials, and the
immunization team sprang into
action to register additional frontline
healthcare workers. “Even within
category 1, there is priority. These
were people working in the COVID-19
units, in the Emergency Department,”
Musharrafieh said. The actual number
of doses that arrived was more than
500, necessitating a frantic last-minute
push to ensure as many frontline staff
as possible would benefit from the
vaccine at this first opportunity.
On the morning of February 14,
the shipment was delivered in sealed
boxes stacked inside refrigerated
trucks. Pharmacists unsealed,
counted, and checked each vial
against its batch number while
ensuring temperature logs were
verified. At the vaccination site,
the pharmacy team handled vaccine
preparation, then distributed the trays
of vaccines ready to be administered
to the nurses staffing the 10 stations
inside the vaccination room.
Smiling eyes shone through masked
faces in the vaccination line, which

It’s been very good.
People should register. If
one is going to die, let them
die not from this virus, but
with God’s will.
One 90-year-old woman
described her experience
wrapped around the glass facade of
the Halim and Aida Daniel Academic
and Clinical Center. “It was an
extremely positive vibe,” noted Sakr.
Nurses and doctors struggling on
the frontlines against COVID-19 were
eager finally to have some protection
in addition to PPE [Personal Protective
Equipment].
The operation went very smoothly
and AUBMC vaccinated 536 of its
frontliners that Sunday. A small
number of doses, about 20, that had
been prepared and would have gone
to waste otherwise were administered
to members of staff in category 2
who had registered on the MOPH,
including protection officers. Attempts
to turn this into a “scandal” about
vaccine prioritization were quickly
dismissed; AUBMC has acted with
utmost transparency and compliance
with the MOPH rules throughout the
immunization campaign.
After 11 days, 6,765 people had been
vaccinated at AUBMC. Many of
these were people over 75 and were
included as category 1 recipients; for
them it was a rare respite from the
compounding miseries of isolation
and anxiety. One 90-year-old woman
described her experience: “It’s been
very good. People should register.
If one is going to die, let them die not
from this virus, but with God’s will.”
The vaccination campaign has ramped
up in recent months. In addition
to vaccinating Lebanese from all
backgrounds, the “AUBe Vaccinated”
campaign has—at time of printing—
vaccinated over 97% of AUB faculty,
staff, and students.
For instructions on how to get
vaccinated at AUBMC, visit this link:
www.aub.edu.lb/emergency/AVC/
Pages/Logistics.aspx”
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Check Up:
Dr. Mona Osman
El Hage, assistant
professor of clinical
specialty at AUBMC’s
Department of Family
Medicine

Q. What is a sudden cardiac arrest
and how is it different from a heart
attack?
A. In layman’s terms, one might say
that a heart attack is a plumbing
problem, while sudden cardiac arrest
is an electrical one. It’s not that the
heart becomes clogged, it’s that
it stops pumping altogether. You
can think of it like a sudden power
outage. The system just shuts down.
You collapse. There’s no pulse, no
breathing, no consciousness. In the
case of a heart attack, you might have
time to get to the emergency room. In
the case of sudden cardiac arrest, you
need immediate attention.

predisposed electrically or structurally
to sudden cardiac arrest and not
experience any symptoms or an
event until they begin playing sports.
There is evidence that sudden cardiac
arrest is more common in athletes
as compared to nonathletes (two to
three times more common). However,
nonhereditary factors can sometimes
result in sudden cardiac arrest. For
example, the use of performanceenhancing drugs might cause it.
In others, loud noise or fear could
aggravate the problem. Sometimes a
viral infection that affects the heart,
two minutes, brain damage can occur.
like myocarditis, could cause it. It
After nine minutes, that damage
could also be caused by a sudden
becomes irreversible.
trauma to the chest. That’s called
commotio cordis.
Q. And why does it occur? What
It is important to start
causes it?
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
Q. And how common is it?
A. Heart problems are the most
as soon as possible, ideally within
A. Out-of-hospital sudden cardiac
common causes. However, that
a minute or two of the collapse, and
arrest is a leading cause of death
depends on age. A massive heart
to use a defibrillator (an electrical
worldwide, resulting in around seven
attack due to coronary artery disease
device that restores normal heartbeat
million deaths annually. Most cases
could be the cause, whereby the
through electric pulse) on the patient
occur at home. In the United States,
arteries have become clogged with
there are between 230,000 and 325,000 in less than five minutes. A person’s
cholesterol and other deposits. In
chances of survival drop by 10 percent
cardiac arrests occurring outside of
young people, hereditary heart
hospitals annually. Only 7.6 percent of every minute post-cardiac arrest. In
problems, whether structural or
electrical in origin, can lead to sudden people will survive. In Lebanon, we do 2018, there was a student at Hostler
not have stats for aggregate incidence, who experienced a sudden cardiac
cardiac arrest; these are the more
arrest. He was playing basketball. The
dramatic, newsworthy cases, like that but we know that around 4.8–5.5
staff who are trained in CPR and use
percent of out-of-hospital incidences
of Danish pro footballer Christian
of automated external defibrillators
will survive. The incidence of sudden
Erikson who collapsed on the field
cardiac arrest is rare in young people, (AEDs) immediately resuscitated him
during the Euro 2020 game against
around one to three per 100,000. Still, and he survived.
Finland. An enlarged heart, when
it remains one of the most common
the heart’s muscular walls stretch,
Treatment of the underlying conditions
causes of death in young athletes.
enlarge, and thicken, leading to
that might cause the sudden cardiac
arrhythmias, is a structural problem.
Q. What do treatment and recovery arrest is also available. This can be
Congenital heart irregularities in the
a medication or a simple procedure.
heart’s electrical circuitry may also lead look like?
Sometimes, patients that are
A. A person can recover immediately
to arrhythmia.[1] Arrhythmia usually
predisposed to an event might have
from sudden cardiac arrest, same as
precedes sudden cardiac arrest.
a defibrillator implanted so when
it happened with Erikson. You just
an event occurs, the defibrillator
have to get the electricity back on
Q. It has been said that sports
kicks on like a back-up generator and
fast enough before any long-term
or exercise could lead to sudden
restores the normal flow of electricity.
damage occurs. It really depends on
cardiac arrest. Is that true?
Erikson, the footballer, was outfitted
how fast a person is resuscitated.
A. Exercise and sports do not cause
with a defibrillator.
Resuscitation must begin as soon as
sudden cardiac arrest, but they might
trigger it in people with cardiovascular possible. Every second that the heart
remains “offline” is precious. After
diseases. A person could be

Q. How can it be prevented?
A. Prevention of sudden cardiac
death is possible through awareness,
screening, early detection, and
preparedness. We aim to detect
heart problems early. Both the
US and EU recommend cardiac
screening for athletes. The American
Heart Association recommends
that everyone assess their family
history and get a physical in order to
diagnose potential problems. The EU
recommends an electrocardiogram
(EKG) as well. This is based on Italy’s
experience. In Italy, all athletes must
be screened. Italy found that when
screenings included an EKG, sudden
cardiac arrest incidence decreased
by 89 percent. In the US, they don’t
recommend an EKG for all athletes
because of cost-related issues. Another
important aspect of prevention is the
availability of AEDs in public places and
training people (potential bystanders)
on CPR and the use of AEDs.

other universities, sports clubs, and
professional teams around Lebanon.
In 2014, it became mandatory for
athletes to be screened. If you want
to represent AUB on a sports team,
you must be screened. COVID-19
brought the screenings to a halt at
AUB and around Lebanon, but we’ve
since restarted at some locations and
will resume with AUB athletes in the
fall semester hopefully. We also train
people, at AUB and elsewhere, on how to
do cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
and use an AED. And we donate AEDs.

Q. What is being done in Lebanon
about this?
A. In Lebanon and after our tireless
advocacy efforts, the Ministry of
Public Health (MOPH) and the
Ministry of Youth and Sports
recommended conducting cardiac
screening for athletes. Moreover,
the MOPH issued a memo in 2019
calling for the mandatory availability
of AEDs in public places, schools,
universities, and sports fields.
Here at AUB, we have the Champs
Fund, which I founded in honor of my
son, Hicham, who passed away from
sudden cardiac arrest while practicing
with his football team in high school.
It was caused by an undiagnosed
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.
We conduct cardiac screenings of
athletes at AUB, as well as at schools,
[1]
The term “arrhythmia” refers to
abnormally fast or slow heart rates and
to irregular heart rhythms.

Here at AUB, we have
the Champs Fund, which
I founded in honor of
my son, Hicham, who
passed away from
sudden cardiac arrest
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AUB Thalassemia Expert
Helps Drug Win FDA Approval
In clinics across Lebanon and around
the world, there is a certain kind
of patient whose visible signs of
suffering—pale, yellowish skin,
distorted facial bone structure,
bulging abdomen, shortness of
breath, swollen legs—are the mark
of a devastating and potentially
fatal genetic disease called beta
thalassemia. It is caused by a
congenital defect in the globin
protein, a component of hemoglobin,
which lets our red blood cells carry
oxygen. People who inherit two
copies of the faulty gene experience
a breakdown in their red blood cells,
leading to severe anemia.

One of the world’s
leading scientists
in the field of
thalassemia research
is Dr. Ali Taher,
professor of medicine
at AUBMC’s Division
of Hematology
and Oncology

Based on data from the BELIEVE trial,
in November 2019 the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) approved
luspatercept for the treatment of
adult patients with beta thalassemia
who require regular red blood
cell transfusions. The European
Medicines Agency (EMA) followed
suit in June 2020.

Lowering the transfusion demand
is a boon for both patients and
the healthcare system. “Blood
transfusions can spread infections and
lead to accumulation of excess iron in
the body, which can lead to increased
clinical complications and death if
not treated. They also require patients
It is one of the most common genetic
to come to the hospital on a monthly
diseases in the world, particularly in
basis indefinitely since diagnosis,
the Mediterranean region, and thus,
which can considerably affect their
a major focus for industry-backed
quality of life. Securing transfusions
medical research. One of the world’s
on such a regular basis also causes a
leading scientists in the field of
logistic and economic burden on the
thalassemia research is Dr. Ali Taher, healthcare system,” explained Taher.
professor of medicine at AUBMC’s
The scientific community was looking
Division of Hematology and Oncology. to find a replacement for transfusions
He is among a cadre of physicianto address these challenges.
scholars regularly called upon to lead
Currently, Taher is helping to shepherd
and colead groundbreaking research
into new treatment and management the results of a sister international
protocols aimed at improving beta
clinical trial (BEYOND) that he led
as principal investigator. That trial
thalassemia patient health and
showed luspatercept’s efficacy in
quality of life.
improving hemoglobin levels in
Recently, Taher was a coinvestigator
non-transfusion dependent beta
for an international clinical trial,
thalassemia patients. “In this
called BELIEVE, that evaluated the
special transfusion-independent
effect of luspatercept, marketed in the population of beta thalassemia
United States as Reblozyl, on reducing patients, low hemoglobin levels can
the need for blood transfusions
lead to serious, often irreversible
in transfusion-dependent beta
complications and poor quality of
thalassemia patients. The results of
life.” Taher recently presented data
the study, conducted by Bristol Myers
from the trial—which is currently
Squibb and published in the New
being used to file for regulatory
England Journal of Medicine, showed
approvals in the US and Europe—
that luspatercept significantly reduced at the Presidential Symposium of the
the demand for blood transfusions
European Hematology Association
compared with a placebo.
(EHA) Congress.
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WAAAUB
Around the Globe

WAAAUB Events
and Announcements
Recently Elected

Nagi Khouri,
President

A sampling of enriching and fun, virtual and in-person ALUMNI EVENTS

Baltimore Chapter

New England Chapter

President: Nagi Khouri (BA ’67, MD ’71)
Vice President: Karen Hajj (former
student)
Treasurer: Jane Farha (former student)
Secretary: Dalia Jawhary (BS ’05, MS ’12)
Members at Large: Margueritta El Asmar
(MD ’17), Sima Sharara (MD ’18), Adline
Ghazi (BS ’00, MD ’04)

President: Salim Chahine (BA ’11)
Vice President: Ramy Baly (ME ’12, PhD ’17)
Treasurer: Clarisse Saliba (BS ’75, MS ’77)
Secretary: Khoudor Keniar (BE ’13, ME ’14)
Members at Large: Tatiana Abi Younes (BS
’11, MD ’15), Sara Maria Bahouth (BS ’10, MD
’14), Marwa Bsat (BS ’10), Ibrahim Jreige (BE
’04), Ruby Khalaf (MS ’13, MPH ’16), Nadine
Tassabehji (BS ’01), Anthony Tayoun
(BS ’14, BE ’14)

Salim Chahine,
President

Indiana Chapter

Maroun Beyrouthy,
President

President: Maroun Beyrouthy (BS ’98)
Vice President: Lamis Sleiman (BA ’08)
Treasurer: Mahmoud Rahal (BS ’12, MD ’16)
Secretary: Hisham Wehbe (BS ’15, MD ’19)
Member at Large: Skye El Sayegh
(BS ’12, MD ’16)

Mount Lebanon Chapter

Samir Abou Samra,
President

President: Samir Abou Samra (BEN ’68)
Vice President 1: Zeina Zeidan (BS ’86,
MPH ’91)
Vice President 2: Tony Harrouk (BEN ’91)
Treasurer: George Radi Yammine (BS ’97)
General Secretary: Nasser Issrawi (BBA
’85, MBA ’87, MMB ’91)
Members at Large: Joseph Chakhtoura
(BEN ’91), Youssef Ghantous (BEN ’79),
Shadia Ahwash
(BA ’03), Rafi Atamian (BS ’85, MD
’89), Carly Abou Samra (BBA ’08), Anis
Abdallah (BS ’84), Ghiwa Al-Nakat (BS
’98), Christine Sabieh (BA ’82, MA ’86),
Salwa Walieddine (former student)

Philadelphia/Delaware Valley Chapter

Marita Chakhtoura,
Vice President
(Acting President)

Vice President (Acting President): Marita
Chakhtoura (BS ’03, MS ’05)
Treasurer: Sahag Grag Pailian (MF ’15)
Secretary: Mona Auji (BA ’08)
Members at Large: Ghada Bistanji (BS ’91, MS
’99), Rosy ElKhoury Gabriel (BS ’04),
Rami Ghazal (BBA ’09), Suzie Juraydini (BS
’84), Hanan Saab (BS ’82, MPH ’84),
Samer Seguias (BBA ’07)
Member at Large and Social Media Lead:
Lama Noueihed (MAFE ’13)

Health Sciences Chapter
Virtual drinks with alumni
July 30, 2021
Houston Chapter
Lana Hawayek discusses overall skin
care and tips to delay the aging process.
May 16, 2021
Michigan Chapter
Nabil Kronfol discusses
“Fifty Years of Public Health in
Lebanon and the Region.”
January 28, 2021
Midwest Chapter
Virtual Jeopardy Night
February 21, 2021
Scavenger hunt to discover the city
of Chicago
June 13, 2021
New England Chapter
Cheese and wine virtual Zoom tasting
with May Matta-Aliah
February 13, 2021
Storytime with Leila Boukarim
March 20, 2021

Toronto Chapter

Nadine Atwi Ammache,
President

President: Nadine Atwi Ammache (BA
’89)
Vice President: Ezzat Jaroudi (ME ’06)
Treasurer: Nahed Daaboul Ghalayini (BBA
’91, MBA ’94)
Secretary: Ayman Jalloul (BAR ’15)
Social Media & Communications: Rayyan
Jreidini (BAR ’15)
Members at Large: Maha Zabaneh
(BA ’84), Madeleine El Dabaghi Zaarour
(BS ’90, MS ’93), Hisham Saab (BS ’76),
Mustafa Chehab (BAR ’14)

New York Metropolitan Chapter
Virtual panel discussion on
the COVID-19 vaccine
January 27, 2021
Ottawa Chapter
Rana Daoud discusses “Nutrition
& Health Beyond the Pandemic.”
February 20, 2021

Philadelphia/Delaware Valley
Chapter
Sommelier Pascale Jabbour leads
a virtual journey of France through
its wine.
February 13, 2021
Book event with former AUB President
John Waterbury
May 15, 2021
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Trivia Tournament

North American Alumni Face Off in the
WAAAUB North American Trivia Tournament
It got tense at times as teams from the
Central and North Florida, Greater
Los Angeles, and Upstate New York
Chapters competed against each
other in the finals of the Battle of the
Chapters – WAAAUB North American
Trivia Tournament. “It was a bit
stressful,” admitted Wafa Hoballah,
president of the winning Greater Los
Angeles Chapter, “but there was also
a lot of fun, laughter, and camaraderie
bringing us together and back in time
to our one and only beloved AUB.”
The more than 70 alumni who
participated in the trivia tournament as
members of 12 WAAAUB chapter teams
learned a lot about their “beloved AUB.”
There were questions, for example,
about the visits of then vice president
Lyndon B. Johnson and Malcolm X to
the AUB campus, in 1962 and 1964,
respectively. There were also questions
about famous AUB alumni like
Makhlouf Haddadin, Zaha Hadid, and
Angela Jurdak Khoury. The questions
weren’t all about AUB and Lebanon—
although an awful lot of them were.
“You don’t have to look hard to find
a Lebanon connection to practically
anything,” explained quizmaster and

Associate Director of Alumni Relations
and Advancement Programs Justin
Tessier. Contestants were also quizzed
about their knowledge of sports,
entertainment, and Lebanese history
and geography.
The teams that competed against each
other on June 2 earned their places
in the finals by winning one of three
first-round matches against teams from
the Atlanta, Greater Washington DC,
and Indiana Chapters (on May 25); the
Michigan, Montreal, and New York
Metropolitan Chapters (on May 27); and
the Houston, Midwest, and Northern
California Chapters (also on May 27).
The tournament was a lot of fun. It
was also a fundraiser that attracted
more than $9,000 in donations for the
WAAAUB Southern California Chapter
Endowed Scholarship, which is the
initiative selected by the winning
Greater Los Angeles Chapter. The
members of the Upstate New York
Chapter worked especially hard to raise
money for the WAAAUB Battle of the
Chapters Prize Fund. “I am very proud
of our chapter,” said Chapter President
Dr. Ynesse Abdul-Malak. “It was a great

event that highlighted the strength of
our community coming together for a
great cause and the camaraderie that
exists among AUBites regardless of
where they are in the world.”
All the participants—and many who
did not get a chance to participate
this time—agreed that the trivia
tournament should be an annual
event. There was also a lot of interest
in getting chapters from outside
North America involved as well. “I
look forward to making this trivia
tournament a global event, bringing
together our alumni chapters in 24
countries—across nine time zones,”
said Associate Vice President for
Alumni Relations–North America and
WAAAUB General Secretary Lina Jazi.
“It will be challenging, but a fun thing
to do. We’re already starting to prepare
the questions. I urge all alumni to start
brushing up on their knowledge of
AUB and Lebanon!”

It was a bit
stressful...but also
a lot of fun!

The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development

A Long-Time Supporter of AUB
The Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development (AFESD) was
established in 1974 to provide
financial support for economic and
social development projects in the
Arab world. Based in Kuwait, it has
supported hundreds of initiatives
in 17 countries. AFESD has been an
especially good friend of AUB—and of
the people of Lebanon.
Under the leadership of Abdlatif Y.
Al-Hamad, who was AFESD director
general until fall 2020, and current
director Bader M. Alsaad, AFESD
has provided critical funding dating
back to 2011 for the Salim El-Hoss
Bioethics and Professionalism
Program, the first targeted initiative in
the Arab world that seeks to educate,
research, and champion issues
related to professionalism, medical
humanism, and bioethics. It has
also funded critical capital projects
at the AUB Medical Center such as
the Next Generation Sequencing
Systems and, most recently, a cardiac

catheterization lab; scholarships for
Syrian students; and needy patients
seeking care at the medical center.
“Since it was established in 1974, the
Arab Fund has advanced economic
and social development in the region
enormously,” commented AUB
President Fadlo Khuri. “It has had an
impact not just in the specific areas that
it has targeted but also in encouraging
greater cooperation among member
countries. We at AUB share the
Arab Fund’s focus on issues that are
critical in the region: healthcare,
education, clean drinking water, rural
development, and social welfare.”
One of the other ways that AFESD
has an impact is that it responds
quickly when there is an emergency,
as it did in the immediate aftermath
of the August 4, 2020, explosion in
the Beirut port, making a generous
donation to AUB to assist people
injured by the explosion, for supplies
and medications, and for repairs at

the medical center. It also supported
the Saint George Hospital University
Medical Center, which was badly
damaged by the explosion.
“The Arab Fund is truly a partner,”
explained Associate Vice President for
Development Walid Katergi. “We work
together extremely well in support
of the priorities that our institutions
share. The support that AUB receives
from AFESD is especially critical today
when Lebanon and our university are
facing such unprecedented challenges.
We look forward to continuing to build
and expand our relationship for many
years to come.”

Since it was
established in 1974, the
Arab Fund has advanced
economic and social
development in the
region enormously
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Global Event Kicks off
Centennial Celebration
of Coeducation at AUB

A worldwide audience tuned in on
March 6, 2021, for AUB4Women:
Celebrating 100 years of coeducation
at AUB. The online event, which was
hosted by AUB trustee Katherine
Maher, was, as she noted, a “celebration
and recognition of the power and
importance of women in education
and the public sphere.” It was also
a fundraiser for the AUB4Women
Campaign, a year-long fundraising
campaign to establish new funding
and encourage additional support
for existing, endowed, and current
scholarship funds that benefit women
students at AUB. In honor of the March
6 event, the Jesra Foundation made a
gift to match every dollar contributed
to the AUB Women Centennial Fund on
March 6–8 up to $100,000.
During a wide-ranging discussion with
Maher, Queen Noor spoke about her
experience growing up in the United
States as an Arab American. She spoke
also about how her father, the late
Najeeb Halaby, who served as chairman
of the AUB Board of Trustees

from 1983 to 1985, had inspired her
at a very early age to pursue a life in
public service. Queen Noor spoke
passionately and eloquently about the
vital contribution that women make—
and the even greater contribution they
must make in the future—to address the
enormous challenges that the region
faces. “Where societies have invested,
as AUB did 100 years ago, to confront
and resolve these problems, especially
by promoting women’s leadership, I
have seen all ages flourish—men and
women, boys and girls—as agents of
change who work towards progress,
prosperity, and peace,” she said.
In his remarks, President Fadlo Khuri
noted that the current period was a
very progressive era for AUB, with its
first woman vice president, Mary Jaber
Nachar, and three women academic
deans: FAS Dean Nadia Maria El
Cheikh, HSON Interim Dean Laila
Farhood, and FHS Interim Dean Abla
Sibai. Khuri also thanked Queen Noor
for her “insightful, inspiring, and
wide-ranging” remarks that had given

everyone “tremendous things to think
about.”
Following the main event with Queen
Noor, accomplished AUB alumnae Mira
Kaddoura (BGD ’00), Nadine Mezher
(BBA ’01), and Micheline Nader (BS ’76,
MS ’78) led three inspiring workshops.
Kaddoura reflected on her career
and what she has learned during her
journey. “Your life’s purpose,” she said,
“is to find that intersection between
what the world needs and what you are
uniquely qualified to deliver.” During
her presentation, Mezher provided
enormously useful investment advice
especially targeted at women, who, she
noted, tend to invest less than men,
thereby missing out on money that
they could have earned. Nader urged
listeners to reclaim their purpose and
elevate their leadership influence,
stressing that we all can—and should—
lead ourselves.
You can watch recordings of the main event with Queen
Noor and all three workshops on AUB’s YouTube channel
alumni.aub.edu.lb/s/1716/bp20/interior_
fw.aspx?sid=1716&gid=2&pgid=2338&content_id=4067

Class Notes
Munzer A. Afifi (BA ’51) writes, “After
graduation, I taught for two years at
the Friends Boys School in Ramallah,
Palestine where I had been a student.
I came to the US in 1953, studied at
Michigan State, served in the US
Army for two years, earned a master’s
degree in math from the University
of Oregon, and had a long teaching
career in the US, the Middle East, and
Africa. Around 1980, I began working
on a large cross-stitch piece for my
daughter’s high school graduation.
I have since done dozens of pieces
using floral designs as well as Middle
Eastern patterns, all decorating the
walls of my house. During the past year
of isolation, I have completed what
I call my ‘quarantine collection.’”
Zaven Messerlian (BA ’59, MA
’64), PhD, writes, “After serving
50 years (1967–2017) as principal
of the Armenian Evangelical
College of Beirut, I semi-retired.
Since October 2017 I have been the
honorary principal in charge of
relations with school benefactors
and alumni living abroad. I also
do fundraising, maintain contact
with alumni, and teach history. As a
historian and foreign member of the
Academy of Sciences of the Republic
of Armenia, I continue to research
and publish articles in the Haigazian
Armenological Review. I recently
published my tenth book.”
Candace “Candy” Fahndrick
Guldeman (former student,
1967–70) writes, “Greetings to my
wonderful AUB! I worked in banking
in Los Angeles and Beverly Hills for
most of 21 years, with a larger bank
overseeing operations of 250 branches
in five states, and later as a consultant.
My husband, Phil, and I moved to the
central coast of California near Pismo
Beach. We eventually opened our
own real estate office that we named
Paradise Real Estate because we live in
such a beautiful area. I can be reached

at Candace@ParadiseRE.com. I cherish Beirut (2008–21), and ambassador for the
Interactive Climate-MIT Initiative. Samir
my time at AUB so much and miss my
friends. I would love to hear from folks.” has been an active alumni volunteer
serving as president of the Engineering
and Architecture Chapter (2010–14) and
chair of the 2019 WAAAUB Transitional
Riad al Khouri (BA ’68) was
Nominating Committee. In February
recently appointed board member
2021, he received the F. Paul Anderson
and special adviser to the Global
Award, ASHRAE’s highest honor, for
Challenges Forum (GCF), a Swiss
technical achievement.
foundation. One of the initiatives he
is involved with is Life in Abundance
(LiA), which works under the GCF and
United Nations to help youth play their Tony Chebat (Antoine Shubat)
(BBA ’74) writes, “After graduation
part in achieving the UN Sustainable
I worked at MEA and then Mitsui.
Development Goals:
https://globalchallengesforum.org.
In 1980, I joined Adma (Abu Dhabi/
UAE), an offshore oil company,
where I moved up the ranks until
I was recruited in 1995 as director of
Marilyn Sharif (BA ’70, MA ’73)
university services to set up the new
writes, “My late husband, Faysal Y.
Zayed University, subsequently the
Sharif (BS ’71), and I both graduated
American University of Sharjah. From
from AUB. He had a long consulting
there, I moved to Petrofac UK to take
career in international development
on a very challenging position at the
that took him to over 40 countries.
EPC Sharjah headquarters. I retired in
Unfortunately, he passed away from
April 2020 as senior vice president. My
lung cancer in January 2020 shortly
alumni colleagues at Petrofac included
after we celebrated our 50th wedding
the late Maroun Semaan (BE ’77),
anniversary. I started working at
Marwan Chedid (BE ’82), Fadi Najjar
George Mason University in the mid(BE ’82), George Salibi (BE ’87), and
1990s, after my children had gone off
Michel Azar (BE ’78), to name just a
to college, and eventually completed
few. I look forward to reconnecting with
my doctorate degree there. After
retiring (to write my dissertation), I now classmates and other alumni.”
teach international graduate students
at George Mason who are studying
Hulya Bayir-Koc (BBA ’75) is a
English and transitioning to the
American culture and higher education Silicon Valley serial entrepreneur,
system. I hope one day to visit Lebanon angel investor, and philanthropist
living in the Northern California
again. My thoughts and prayers are
Bay Area and the cofounder and
with the people in Lebanon as they go
copresident of ETAC, which works
through these difficult days.”
to empower the Turkish-American
community. She is also the daughter
of alumnus Harun R. Bayir (BBA
Samir R. Traboulsi (BE ’73, ME ’75,
’38, MA ’43), the sister of three
MBA ’80), PhD, is a senior lecturer at
AUB alumnae, Mehvesh (BA
MSFEA, Notre Dame University, the
’72), Ayshequl (BA ’74), and Fusun
ASHRAE Global Training Center in
(BBA ’79), and the sister-in-law of
Dubai, and the Professional Training
alumnus Munjid Musallam (BA
Center of the Order of Engineers
’73). Hulya recently received a pin
and Architects in Beirut and Tripoli,
in recognition of her membership of
Lebanon. He is also chair of ASHRAE
Scholarship Trustees (2020), chair of the the Gold Circle of AUB’s 1866 Society,
which was established to celebrate and
Energy & Sustainability Committee of
recognize AUB’s most loyal supporters.
the Order of Engineers & Architects in
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“I will cherish that pin for as long as
I live,” she says.
Rula Jurdi (BA ’83) is a poet, novelist,
and professor of Islamic history at
McGill University. A keynote speaker
at several national and international
conferences, she has received many
honors and awards, including an
honorable mention for the best doctoral
dissertation. Her poems appear in
PULP Magazine, al-Adab, al-Tariq, and
Asymptote, among others. Her poem
“Oral” was shortlisted for the Magpie
Poetry Award in 2018. Her novel, Fi
`ulbat al-daw’ (Camera Obscura),
which was published in 2017, won the
prestigious Khayrallah Prize in 2020.
Rula has two poetry collections; a third,
Ma ba`d al-warda (After the Rose), is
forthcoming. She has also published
three novels, most recently Mi’at Ra`sha
in 2019. She also has several academic
publications, including two books and
a new monograph.
Issam Najm (BE ’85) writes, “After
graduating from AUB, I received
a research assistantship from the
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign where I completed my
MS (’87) and PhD (’90) degrees. I then
moved to California, where I worked
for an engineering firm for 10 years. In
2000, I started my own consulting and
research firm focused on drinking water
treatment science and engineering,
which I continue to lead and enjoy every
day. My memories of AUB are a mixed
bag of joy and pain as the period of
1981–85 was very difficult for the AUB
community. However, I feel immense
gratitude to AUB’s school of engineering
for launching my education and career
in an exciting and rewarding field.”
Samir Melki (BS ’86), MD, PhD, is an
eye surgeon at Boston Vision, which he
founded in 2000. Last spring, he had
“a fortuitous encounter” at his clinic
with Calista West, the great-greatgranddaughter of AUB legend Robert
Haldane West, for whom West Hall is
named. Calista’s grandfather (Robert
Haldane’s son) attended Princeton
with the late Dr. Malcom Kerr, who was
president of AUB from 1982 to 1984.
Samir says that it was “a heart-warming
encounter in a small world and a
celebration of a long AUB tradition.”

Bechara Raad (BE ’89) is the group
chief operating officer at SHUAA Capital
in the UAE, where he has worked since
2015. Prior to that he worked at Credit
Suisse, Audi Capital, 3Com, and AUB.
He and his wife, Yen Fong, have been
supporting student scholarships at AUB
since 2018. “Especially during these
times,” he says, “I think we all need to
do what we can.”
Noha Mazraani (BS ’90, MA ’96),
PhD, writes, “In January 2021, I joined
SSS Educational Management Pvt.
Ltd. in Lahore, Pakistan, as the
academic director. I previously worked
in the UAE, Turkey, Egypt, and
Lebanon. I am excited about my new
role and look forward to exploring the
city and learning about its culture and
history. My experience at AUB was
remarkable and has equipped me with
life skills that allowed me to have a
successful career. I miss my years at
AUB and would like to get in touch
with my AUB classmates, whether in
Lebanon or abroad.”

at Facebook’s main headquarters
in Silicon Valley, CA. She is also
the founder of Lebanese Glass (@
lebaneseglass), an initiative she started
after the August 4, 2020, explosion,
and the lead translator for Hunger
Ward, the Oscar-nominated film by
Skye Fitzgerald. Silvia writes, “AUB
has played a major role in my life and
career. I even learned Arabic when I first
started studying at AUB, which helped
me translate this heart-wrenching film.”
Philippe Saad (BAR ’00) was recently
promoted to principal at DiMella
Shaffer in Boston, Massachusetts,
where he has worked since 2005.
Philippe joined DiMella Shaffer
after earning a master of science in
architecture studies (SMArchS) at
MIT. “My architecture education at
AUB has played a major part in my
career. I send encouragement and
support to current architecture faculty
and students,” he writes.

Dania Hadid (MA ’04) is head of
the School Quality Assurance Unit at
UNRWA. She says that her years at
Fadi Majzoub (BE ’97) is managing
AUB were “a well-paved road that led
Westford Lebanon, an engineering
to character building, skill acquisition,
consultancy, project management,
leadership, and critical thinking in a
and business consultancy multimilieu of professionalism, full support,
disciplinary organization in Beirut
and eternal friendships.” Looking
that he established in 2015. He is an
ahead, she is “positive that my future
active member of the Rotary Club and
will hold more advancement since
several other organizations, as he
AUB has provided me with the tools
has a mission of supporting Lebanese
communities and professionals. “I hope needed to reach my full potential.”
we unite again on the AUB campus.
Let us all support AUB during these
tough times.”
Ghada Merhi Bleik (TD ’06, MA
’20) writes, “I recently graduated
from AUB with an MA in educational
psychology and moved to New York.
Hind Moussa (BS ’99, MD ’03) is
I am in the process of getting certified
a maternal fetal medicine specialist
from the state of New York so I can
at the Kettering Medical Center and
teach English. I’m planning to start a
an associate professor of obstetrics
PhD program in counseling soon.”
and gynecology at the University of
Cincinnati College of Medicine. She was
recently profiled on the Kettering Health
website. She writes, “The impact of the
Maria Frangieh (MA ’07) is the
pandemic, the collapse of a country,
founder and managing director
being away from family, and that
of Socialprise, a digital marketing
deep hurt from the feeling of a broken
and communications agency serving
promise has impacted every one of us.
international clients since 2005. She is
As AUBites we can continue to support
also the founder and CEO of Watani, a
our beloved campus, future colleagues, business development platform
and the youth of a better Lebanon.”
and online marketplace that helps
Lebanese businesses sell their products
and services to the Lebanese diaspora
and the world to secure “fresh dollars.”
Silvia Fadel (BA ’00, TD ’01) is an
She writes, “We offer our services for
executive administrative partner

free and generate our income from ads
placed on the website.”
Layal Hneiny (BS ’07, MPH ’14)
writes, “Despite being most recently
a Pitt alumna with an MLIS degree,
AUB holds something unexplainable
in my heart. I graduated from AUB
with a BS in chemistry because of
schooling benefits given by AUB
to its staff. My mother, Oussaima
Zeineddine, has been working as
one of the best call center agents at
AUBMC since 1991. (She announces
the public announcements at AUBMC).
I earned my MPH while working in
the University Libraries at AUB, where
I have been since 2008. AUB has been
my mother’s source of living and mine,
my brother’s alma mater and mine,
and my daughter’s playground and
mine. It is more than home to me.”

University. I then decided to pursue a
career in the arts, my initial passion.
I am now a filmmaker based out of
New York. Most recently, I received
the Khayrallah Art Prize for my short
film, Abroad, for its “honest and
deep exploration of the diaspora
and immigration.” My most recent
short film, Manara, screened during
the 2019 Venice Film Festival and
is currently still touring. Since its
debut, Manara has picked up over
seven jury awards. I am currently
developing my first feature film. I am
proud to be an AUB alumnus. Thank
you AUB for the memories!”

Sudan, where I am a lecturer at Ahfad
University for Women. I recently
published a study, “Mental Health
Status of Eritrean Unaccompanied
Refugee Minors in Sudan,” and am
working on my PhD at Stellenbosch
University, South Africa. I am thirsty
to hear from other AUB alumni.”

Mariam Dabboussi (BE ’18) writes,
“After graduating, I pursued a product
marketing internship at Google. Being
on the cutting edge of technology in
a region like the Arab world, where
millions of users are coming online,
gives you a sense of the important
role the internet plays. Today, I’m a
Sara Aridi (BA ’13) writes,
consumer marketing manager and
“I graduated with a bachelor’s degree
have launched the Google Assistant
in sociology, a diploma in media
in Arabic across 18 markets. I am
studies, and a minor in music. Two
currently focused on growing our
years later, I received a master’s degree female creator ecosystem on YouTube.
in journalism from Columbia University AUB gave me the opportunity to
in New York. I am now a staff editor
explore beyond academia, and I’ll
at the New York Times, working with
forever be grateful for the projects I’ve
Hady Khawand (EMBA ’08) writes,
worked on, mentors who guided me,
“After my graduation in 2008, I moved a team that manages our homepage,
mobile app, and push notifications. I’m and the community that inspired me
to Dubai to become a partner at Saba
so grateful for my time at AUB. I really
along the way.”
IP, a regional intellectual property
miss the campus, but I’m heartened by
firm where I am now the country
the fact that there are so many fellow
manager of the UAE Office. I was
alumni in New York.”
Aya Mouallem (BE ’20) writes,
recently honored to be named Patent
“I graduated from AUB in the midst of
Star and Trademark Star by IP Stars for
the pandemic and am now a graduate
the years 2020 and 2021. I am always
Salwa F. Darraj (BBA ’13) continued
student and a Knight-Hennessy Scholar
happy to connect with AUB alumni.”
her studies after graduating from AUB, at Stanford University. I’m actively
earning an MS degree in economics
involved in volunteering efforts
and strategy for business and a
focusing on giving back to Lebanon
Mohamad M. Saab (BSN ’08, MSN
pre-MBA certificate from Imperial
through, for example, All Girls Code,
’13) received a PhD in nursing from
College London. She then joined Ernst the award-winning community
University College Cork’s (UCC)
& Young (EY), where she now works
initiative that I≈cofounded at AUB,
School of Nursing and Midwifery
as a senior consultant and is the
or LebNet, which includes many
in Ireland in 2017. He is currently a
champion of the Women’s Network.
Lebanese AUB alumni leading efforts
full-time lecturer at UCC and lives
In addition to her role at EY, Salwa
in the tech fields in North America.
in Cork, Ireland. Mohamad is course
serves on AUB’s Board of Trustees,
I want to make any contribution
coordinator for several cancer nursing
the Imperial College Alumni Advisory I can to improve the situation in
and research courses and is the year 1
Board, and on the board of directors
Lebanon, which is going through an
coordinator of the advanced practice
of a nonprofit organization. She is
unprecedented economic crisis.”
nursing program. He is primary
also a guest lecturer, student mentor,
investigator for several nationally
and startup mentor with Imperial
and internationally funded research
projects. Mohamad’s research is focused College London. Salwa is a fellow at
the Chartered Management Institute
on the use of virtual reality in raising
in the UK, earning her the designatory
young men’s awareness of testicular
letters FCMI. During her free time
diseases. He has over 40 publications
To reach out to these alumni,
she is working on launching her own
in the areas of cancer, patient safety,
and others, visit the AUB
business venture.
palliative care, nursing education, and
Alumni Online Directory.
nursing practice development.
Search for fellow AUBites
and contact them through
Abdelrahman Badri (BA ’16)
the platform.
writes, “After graduation I went
If you need assistance
Zayn Alexander (BA ’10, TD ’10)
on to complete a master’s degree
registering or logging in, contact
writes, “After graduating from AUB,
in clinical psychology at Teachers
the Office of Alumni Relations at
I earned an MA in psychology from
College, Columbia University. I am
alumni@aub.edu.lb.
Columbia University and an MS
currently living in my home country,
in public relations from New York
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Antoine Zahlan, PhD
(BA ’51, MA ’52)

Antoine Zahlan, PhD (BA ’51, MA ’52).
A brilliant scientist, scholar, mentor, and
AUB professor (1956–1976), who also served
as chairman of the Physics Department,
Zahlan passed away on August 31, 2020,
at the age of 92. In 1948, he and his family
left Haifa for Lebanon, where he earned his
AUB degrees before moving to the US for a
doctorate from Syracuse University. Making
his home in England and Lebanon, Zahlan
made groundbreaking discoveries in the
fields of practical science and future studies.
A man ahead of his time, his 1975 study The
Arab World: Year 2000 examined the options
and challenges facing Arabs as a result of
the massive technological changes taking
place in the world around them. Among his
many transformative accomplishments were
his roles in identifying and fighting the Arab

brain drain, establishing Jordan’s Royal
Scientific Society, and creating Arab Projects
and Development (APD) in Beirut, the first
nonprofit Arab research and consulting
firm in the service of capacity building
in developing countries. Zahlan wrote or
contributed to over 150 publications on
science, technology, and education in Arabic
and English. Over a lifetime, publishing
his last book at the age of 84, Zahlan
worked tirelessly with an unfailing belief
in the power of knowledge and the vast
potential of the Arab world. The historian
Rosemarie Said Zahlan, his wife of many
years, predeceased him. He is survived by
a daughter named to reflect his hope for the
future, Leila Amal Lahbabi; by his first wife,
Anne Ricketson Zahlan (BA ’59); and two
granddaughters.

Alexandre Ziadeh (BS ’51). Born on May
29, 1927, Ziadeh passed away on January 2,
2020. With his degree in civil engineering,
Ziadeh specialized in hydraulics. He
trained and worked in Denver, Colorado,

before returning to Lebanon as a general
director, alternating between the Litani
Project and the Beirut Waters Department.
He is survived by his two daughters,
Fabienne and Nanette (BA ’85).

Huda Jabbur Baird (student, 1952–54).
Born in 1931 in Nebek, Syria, Jabbur Baird
passed away on August 24, 2020. After a
brief career as a medical lab technician
in Beirut and Albany, New York, she
joined her husband in world travels and
job assignments in Vietnam and Algeria,
among other locations, before settling

in Rockville, MD, in 1969. Known for
her generosity and gracious hospitality,
Jabbur Baird was predeceased by her
beloved husband, James T. Baird Jr.,
and her brothers Munir and Samir. She is
survived by her brother Munther, her sister
Munira, and several nieces and nephews.

Alexandre Ziadeh
(BS ’51)

Notices for
“In Memoriam”
may be sent to
maingate@aub.edu.lb

Huda Jabbur Baird
(student, 1952–54)

Issam A. Minkarah (BEN ’53) passed away
at the age of 90. He earned an MS and a
PhD in civil engineering from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, where he taught and
designed bridges for the State of New York
before returning to the Middle East. At the
Contracting and Trading (CAT) Company,
he built the first highway in the United
Arab Emirates and led construction projects
in Sudan, Abu Dhabi, and Dubai. Minkarah
returned to the US to join the faculty of the
University of Cincinnati as a professor in
the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering. There, he taught and directed
research projects for 29 years and proudly
became an American citizen. Minkarah
spent a year as an adjunct professor at

the University of Khartoum and a year at
Purdue’s College of Engineering. He loved
mentoring his students and contemplating
the future of construction management.
He and his wife traveled extensively
throughout Europe, South America, Russia,
China, and, of course, the Middle East. His
other passions included music and opera,
spending time with his family, and living
in Cincinnati—which he described as a city
of good food and good arts. He is survived
by his beloved wife of 63 years, Eleanor
(née Comeau); his sisters, Amal Murad and
Maha Salaymeh; his children, Randa and
Abdallah J. (Jay); three grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren.

Suad Jabbour (BA ’56) passed away on
February 6. After high school, she enrolled
in Beirut University College before moving
to AUB, where she earned a degree in
public administration with a minor in art.
Jabbour was a talented painter, sculptor,
and poet. While still a student at AUB,
she began selling her paintings. Upon
graduation, she started work at the PSPA
Department. Soon after, Jabbour worked
as a journalist at Al Hasnaa magazine

along with Sonia Beirouti. She married
and moved to Iraq where she worked as an
English teacher at a teacher training college
before returning to Lebanon to continue
the careers she had started earlier. Finally,
in recent years, she translated books for
several publishing houses. Jabbour is
predeceased by her husband, engineer
Moussa Bechara, and her son, Rabih, a civil
engineer. She is survived by her daughter
Sawsan (BBA ’92).

Lydia Toufic Beshara Tannous (BA ’56,
MA ’64) Lydia Toufic Beshara Tannous (BA
‘56, MA ‘64) passed away on November 17,
2020. After high school, she enrolled in
Beirut University college before moving
to AUB, where she earned a degree in
political science with a minor in public
administration. Mrs. Tannous is the wife of
the late Dr. Raja Tannous (BA ‘56) who was
an AUB Alumnus, Professor, and acting
Dean of AUB’s Faculty of Agriculture and
Food Sciences (FAFS). She taught Arabic
at both Harvard and Princeton prior
to having her family. Lydia raised two

children, four grandchildren and made
many lifelong friends who remain devoted
to her. Lydia had a kind and generous heart,
and always welcomed everyone into her
home. All remember these occasions for
their love, laughter, food and wonderful
conversations. Lydia is survived by her
children: Lamya (Fadlo), Izzat (Suha); and by
four grandchildren (Layla, Raja, Rayya and
Baz). She will be mourned by all who knew
and loved her. The Lydia Haddad Tannous
Scholarship in Political Sciences and Public
Administration at AUB, was established in
Lydia’s memory by her loving family.

Nafhat Nassim Nasr, PhD (BA ’57, MA ’60)
passed away on June 8 in Indianapolis,
Indiana. Born in 1935, Nasr was raised in
the bucolic Lebanese village of Qelhat.
A scholar, teacher, and self-described
internationalist, Nasr was truly a global
citizen who modeled fundamental
humanitarian and civic values. After brief
stints at Southern Illinois University and

the American University in Cairo, Nasr
returned to AUB, where he taught for
nearly 20 years before immigrating to the
United States in the 1980s. He then taught
at DePauw University from 1987 until he
retired as professor emeritus in 2006,
the year he was awarded DePauw’s Mr.
and Mrs. Fred C. Tucker Jr. Distinguished
Career Award. He loved teaching and his

Issam A. Minkarah
(BEN ’53)

Suad Jabbour
(BA ’56)

Lydia Toufic Beshara
Tannous
(BA ’56, MA ’64)

Nafhat Nassim Nasr
PhD (BA ’57, MA ’60)
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students more than anything else he did
professionally. In the second half of his
career, he developed an interest in conflict
resolution studies, which he introduced
at DePauw, eventually establishing it as a

Alumni

Aram Sarkis Hanissian (BS ’54, MD ’58).
Born in Armenia, Hanissian passed away
on February 10, in Memphis, Tennessee, at
the age of 91. At the age of 10, his family was
displaced to Lebanon, where he helped build
a village in the ruins of Anjar. After further
studies at Oxford University, Hanissian
completed a residency in pediatrics at the
Aram Sarkis Hanissian University of Chicago, moving to Memphis
(BS ’54, MD ’58)
for fellowships in allergy/immunology and
rheumatology. He then joined the University
of Tennessee faculty, where he helped
educate medical students and residents.
He published extensively and wrote the

Vahé Ohannes
Kilejian
(BS ’58, MD ’64)

George Boutros
Ghattas
(BS ’63)

program in its own right. Nasr is survived
by his brother, Waddah; his beloved wife,
Nadia (Sweis) (BA ’60); his daughters,
Lena (Snethen) (BA ’84) and Iva; his son
Ghassan; and a grandson.

textbook of pediatric rheumatology that
predated the textbook of the subspecialty
board by more than a decade. As part of
the initial Cystic Fibrosis (CF) Club in the
1960s, he established the first CF center in
the 1970s, serving as its medical director.
He retired in 2013. A kind and loving father,
Hanissian’s physician children remember
his wise words and careful guidance in
their careers. He was preceded in death by
his wife Alice Terzian (BA ’56) and survived
by his children Talynn, Gregory, and Ara,
several grandchildren, and four greatgrandchildren.

Vahé Ohannes Kilejian (BS ’58, MD ’64).
Born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1936, Kilejian
passed away peacefully on January 23,
2020, in Wyckoff, New Jersey. He completed
surgical training at Case Western Reserve
in Ohio and urology training at the Upstate
Medical Center in Syracuse, New York.
During his residency he married his wife,
Mary Ann Kilejian, and moved to Fresno,
California, where he initially worked at
the Veterans Hospital before establishing
a private urology practice in Fresno for 10
years. He then studied laser surgery for
resection of prostate cancer at Stanford
University. He introduced and performed
the innovative procedure during his
14 years in private practice in Medford,

Oregon. He also patented a circumcision
device. Kilejian loved jazz music, dance,
playing the piano, and being happily
engaged in creative hobbies. His classmates
from 1958 still remember his Gene
Kelly imitations. In semi-retirement in
Melbourne, Florida, Kilejian worked as
an assistant professor in urology at the
University of Gainesville. He retired in
St. Augustine, Florida, where he enjoyed
vintage boat building and silver/glass
fusion art. He is survived by his sisters
Araxie Kilejian and Salpy Donelian,
his daughter Dr. Lisa Kilejian, and two
grandchildren. He was predeceased by
his wife, Mary Ann, and his oldest sister,
Shake Tchaglassian.

George Boutros Ghattas (BS ’63) was born
in Jaffa, Palestine, in 1938, and passed
away last February, a month before his
83rd birthday, in West Sussex, England.
Ghattas began his working life as a teacher
of mathematics at the Al Ahfad School
in Sudan. In 1964, he returned to Beirut
to teach at the Manor School and at the
American Community School, where he
was regularly voted teacher of the year
by his students. After moving to England,
Ghattas became a geophysicist, engaging
in seismic data processing and the teaching

of industry-related software for companies
including Digicon, CogniSeis, and Western
Geophysical. An avid gardener in his
retirement, Ghattas also loved cooking and
rustling up kibbeh or trays of ma’moul to
be shared with a wide circle of family and
friends. In addition to his many siblings—
Mina, Nicola, Elias, and Alex, who are also
AUB alumni, and his sister Fifi—Ghattas is
survived by his beloved wife, Madeleine;
their two children, Henrietta and Haitham;
and two grandsons.

Alumni

Helen Bikhazi (BA ’66) passed away on
January 31 at the age of 77. She began her
professional career at AUB as an assistant
cataloger at Jafet Library. She then
pursued an MLS degree from Aberystwyth
University in Wales and returned to AUB as
an acquisition librarian, a position she held
for over 10 years. Bikhazi then assumed
leadership of the AUB University Libraries,
serving as university librarian from 1987 to
2009. During her tenure, she spearheaded
the reconstruction of Jafet Library following

the devastating 1991 College Hall explosion
and led the University Libraries through a
complex automation process from 1993–97.
She implemented numerous innovations,
technologies, and transformative projects
that laid the groundwork for the future
of the University Libraries. Bikhazi’s
passion for library sciences and for AUB
led to unprecedented financial support
and offerings for the university’s libraries.
We are grateful.

Hagop Akiskal (BS ’65, MD ’69) passed
away on January 20. An internationally
recognized pioneer in the mental health
fields of mood disorders and temperament,
his research on cyclothymia and dysthymia
led to greater understanding of the
bipolar spectrum and provided hope to
millions of sufferers of chronic depression.
Akiskal served as the distinguished
professor of psychiatry and director of the
International Mood Center at the University
of California, San Diego; a senior science
advisor at the National Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH) and at the World Health
Organization (WHO) Division of Mental
Health; a professor of psychiatry and
pharmacology and research director of

the Sleep Laboratory at the University of
Tennessee-Memphis; and as editor-inchief of the Journal of Affective Disorders.
Listed in Thomson’s top 10 most-cited
researchers in psychiatry-psychology
and ranked first in Biomed Experts in
temperament research, Akiskal’s long list of
prestigious international awards includes
Lebanon’s Medal of National Health Merit
(first degree) and the US Congress’ Ellis
Island Medal of Honor for “exceptional
national humanitarian service.” With his
wife, Kareen Akiskal, he researched the
creativity of blues musicians and Parisian
artists. Their TEMPS-A instrument has led
to the identification of genes for distinct
temperamental pathways to mania.

Helen Bikhazi
(BA ’66)

Hagop Akiskal
(BS ’65, MD ’69)

Partnerships for AUB: Ken and Marjorie Sauer
Ken and Marjorie Sauer’s relationship
with AUB dates back more than 60 years
to 1957, when Ken joined the AUB faculty
as a chemistry instructor. In 1958, he
earned a PhD in physical chemistry from
Harvard and was promoted to assistant
professor of chemistry. He went on to have
a long and distinguished career at the UC
Berkeley College of Chemistry from 1960
until his retirement in 2001. He continues
to be active in research and service as
professor emeritus.
Although they spent only three years
on the AUB campus, Ken and Marjorie
have been strong supporters of AUB
for many years. “We were struck by
the diversity and pluralism of AUB and
Beirut,” remembers Ken. “It is something

we love and continue to admire.” Their
most recent and very generous gift
was to support the vaccination of 7,500
participants in the AUB Community
Vaccination Drive, which the university
launched in spring 2021 to vaccinate
members of the AUB community and their
families; students, faculty, and staff at
other universities and schools; and people
living in communities where the need is
especially great.

We were struck
by the diversity and
pluralism of AUB
and Beirut

Ken Sauer

Marjorie Sauer
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Faysal Yusuf Sharif
(BS ’71)

Panicos
Theocharides
(BBA ’74)

Friends

Majid F. Fakhry
PhD

Faysal Yusuf Sharif (BS ’71), MBA, was
born in 1945 to a Yemeni family living in
Nairobi, Kenya. He passed away in early
January 2020 prior to the pandemic. Sharif
worked for several years as the managing
director of Middle East Airlines in Sana’a,
Yemen, before earning his MBA degree
from George Washington University in
the United States in 1977. He had a long
and successful career as an independent
international business consultant

contracted by international corporations,
the World Bank, USAID, as well as multiple
embassies and businesses, focusing on
economic development in the Middle East.
He is dearly missed by all those whose lives
were touched by him. A devoted husband
and father, Sharif is survived by his wife,
Marilyn Kay Lewis-Sharif (BA ’70, MA ’73),
whom he met at AUB; their four children,
Ramsey, Karim, Nabeel, and Leila and their
spouses; and ten grandchildren.

Panicos Theocharides (BBA ’74) passed
away on November 15, 2019, at the age of
85. Born and raised in Limassol, Cyprus,
his family lacked the financial means to
send him to college. As an exceptional
high school student, Theocharides was
able to pass the Cyprus government
examinations and begin what would be a
long career in the Cyprus Inland Revenue
Department. At the age of 32, he earned a
scholarship to study taxation in London,
England. Shortly after returning to Cyprus,
he was awarded a Fulbright scholarship
to study business administration at
AUB. While there, he studied remotely
for the UK Professional Qualification of
the Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA). In 1974, he was
successfully awarded both an AUB BBA

and the ACCA Professional Qualification.
Returning to the Cyprus Inland Revenue
Department once again, Theocharides
served in different managerial positions
before reaching the top management
post, from which he retired as a highly
regarded expert in taxation. Until the
end of his life he was passionate about
self-improvement, spending time
with his family, and the education of
his children and grandchildren. He
was also an engaged citizen and an
outstanding Rotarian. He is remembered as
a loving spouse, caring father, and warm,
generous, and compassionate person. He
is survived by his wife, Despina; his son,
Michael (a medical doctor); his daughter,
Chrysanthi Theocharides Peglitsi (BBA ’82);
and four grandchildren.

Majid F. Fakhry, PhD. Born in Lebanon
in 1923, Fakhry passed away on March
4, at the age of 98 in Arlington, Virginia.
After earning his PhD in philosophy from
Edinburgh University in 1949, he taught
at several prestigious institutions. These
include the London School of Oriental
Studies; AUB, where he is an emeritus
professor of philosophy and previously
served as chairman of the Department
of Philosophy until his retirement;
Georgetown University; UCLA; and
Princeton University, among others. He
was an associate professor of philosophy
at Georgetown University (1965–67) and
later taught at Georgetown’s Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding, where
he was senior fellow, and at the Center
for Contemporary Arab Studies. A worldclass outstanding scholar who was at the

forefront of research in his field, Fakhry
was a prolific author of many books,
articles, and manuscripts, including the
definitive A History of Islamic Philosophy
(Columbia University Press, 2014), which
has been translated into eight languages.
Also notable are his more recent translation
of the Qur’an from his native Arabic into
modern English and a manuscript entitled
Historical Encounter of Civilizations: Islam,
Christianity and the West, to be republished
posthumously. Fakhry is survived by his
loving wife of 66 years, Alice (née Shiber);
his children, Samir, Bassem, and Rima;
and three grandchildren. His wife, Alice,
and his daughter, Rima, were by his side
during his long period of illness. He will be
dearly missed by his family, friends, and
the many students he enjoyed teaching for
so many years.

Friends

AUB mourns the death of its International
Advisory Council member and honorary
degree recipient Vartan Gregorian who
passed away unexpectedly in New York City
on April 17 at the age of 87. Born in Tabriz,
Iran, Gregorian came to Beirut at the age
of 15 with little more than his bus fare and
the allegorical fables instilled in him by
his cherished grandmother. He attended
the Collège Arménien and received a
scholarship to Stanford, where he majored
in history and humanities and earned
bachelor’s and doctoral degrees. A brilliant
historian, educator, and administrator,

known for his great charm and ferocious
drive to advance humanitarian causes,
Gregorian’s notable achievements included
rescuing the New York Public Library
system in the 1980s, more than doubling
endowment and scholarship funds
during his time of presidency of Brown
University in the 1990s, and his subsequent
leadership of the Carnegie Corporation of
New York. In 2004, he was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United
States’ highest civilian honor. Gregorian is
predeceased by his wife, Clare, an survived
by three sons, Dareh, Vahé, and Raffi.

Carol Patlan Minarick passed away on
February 11, 2020 at the age of 77 in Easton,
Maryland. Born in Passaic, New Jersey,
Minarick graduated from the University of
Delaware with a degree in political science
in 1964. During her junior year abroad at
AUB, she studied under Charles Malik and
developed a passion for a good argument
and questioning the status quo. A prolific
painter and artist, Minarick studied at the
Corcoran School of Art in Washington,
DC, where she became fascinated with the
painting discipline known as “sumi-e”
(black ink painting). She had over 20 solo
exhibitions, including gallery shows at

Muse (Philadelphia, PA), Guilford College
(Greensboro, NC), Bertha Urdang Gallery
(New York, NY), and, most recently, the
Academy Art Museum (Easton, Maryland).
Throughout her career, she collaborated
with other like-minded artists, exhibiting
works in numerous group installations,
including at the Corcoran Gallery of Art, the
Knoxville Museum of Art, Artists for Syrian
Relief (Easton, Maryland), and the Adkin’s
Arboretum (Ridgley, Maryland). Minarick
was named a Virginia Center for Creative
Arts Life Fellow. She is survived by her
husband, Joseph; their son, Joe; and two
grandchildren.

Vartan Gregorian

Carol Patlan Minarick

Our Legacy:
Celebrating the enduring legacy
of John Louis Fischer at AUB
Dr. Stephen Fischer’s support for AUB honors
his grandfather, Dr. John Louis Fischer (1923–
2017), dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and
Food Sciences from 1978 to 1980. “Of all the
places where he worked,” remembers Stephen,
“AUB meant the most to my grandfather.”
Stephen also supports AUB as a tribute to
the “many descendants of Lebanon and
particularly people related to AUB who have

given so much to enrich my life.” He points to
the undergraduate course he took at Columbia
University with AUB alumnus George Saliba
and an elective rotation in dermatology at the
AUB Medical Center with Professor AbdulGhani Kibbi as just two examples. “I am just
one of so many people whose lives have been
enriched by AUB. I think it is important to
support this university―especially during this
critical time in its history,” he says.
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Tawfik B. Muammar

BA ’32

Alexander Michel Abdun-Nur

BS ’64, MS ’66

Azizah Y. Zayn

BA ’40

Ilyas Nicolas Khuri

BS ’64, MD ’68

Najib F. Tleel

BA ’41

Farid Emile Shadid

BA ’64

Youssef Chahine Sayegh

BA ’44, BSCE ’46

Ibrahim A. Al-Abed

BA ’65, MA ’75

Arlette-Effet Usayran Srouji

DIPLM ’48

Jamal Rashad Ali Bibi

BBA ’66

Madeleine Albert Isber

BA ’50, MA ’77

Mahdi U. Abdul-Al

BA ’69

Sami Trad

BA ’50, MD ’54

Mohamad Shawkat El Abbas

BEN ’ 70

H. Karakashian Babikian

BBA ’51, BA ’51

Salma P. Nuraney

BA ’70

Urfan F. Jawhari

BA ’51, MD ’55

Talal Joseph Abu Murad

BA ’71, MS ’01

Hisham Ali Karami

BA ’52

Said Salim Najjar

DIPLM ’71

Bandaly D. El-Issa

BBA ’53

Patrick Ogden-Smith

BBA ’71

Sami F. Halabi

BS ’53

Faysal Yusuf Sharif

BS ’71

Adele Mohamad Hamdan

BA ’53, MA ’59

Nuha Sadik Umar

BA ’71

Amin A. Faris

BA ’54, MD ’58

Shermine M. Dabbagh

BS ’73, MD ’79

Laila Adib Faris

BA ’54

Samir Joseph Saab

BA ’73

Shawki S. Frayha

BEN ’55

Ramsay George Najjar

BA ’74

Raif Mikhael Jabir

BS ’55, MD ’59

Adnan M. M. Hamze

BS ’76

Peter M. Karam

BBA ’55

Pierre Elias Habbush

MBA ’77

Gabriel Salameh Matta

BBA ’55

Ahmad Walid Khaled Dajani

MD ’78

Malik Badri

BA ’56, MA ’58

Jamal Hisham Abed

BAR ’82

Sumayya Izzat Hamawi

BA ’56

Leila Shahin Salibi Dagher

DIPLM ’83, MA ’87

Mahdi Taki Sadik

BA ’56

Lina Fadda Gheriafi

BBA ’84, MMB ’86

Mohammad A. Jardaneh

BEN ’57

Muhammad A. Khudr

MD ’84

Ghazi Hassan Kraytem

BBA ’57

Fouad Youssef Baalbaki

MBA ’87

Katy Hakim Sfeir

BBP ’58

Iyad Zeid El-Amine

BEN ’88

Abdur-Rahman S. Tukan

BA ’58

Dima Khaled Abdel Samad

BBA ’88

Mamdouha Sbaiti Baydas

BA ’59, DIPLM ’83 Eli Turkieh

Fawzi Chukri Saba

BEN ’59, MEN ’74

Azmi Youssef Rustom

BS ’89

Mahmoud Assaad Abdul Baki

BEN ’60, MEN ’66

Oussama Naim Shehayeb

BA ’90

Mulchand G. Alwani

BBA ’60

Claude E. Firzli

BEN ’91, MBA ’95

Fouad Rizkallah Nakhleh

BBA ’61

Simon Spiridon Laham

BS ’91

Ramzi Sanbar

BEN ’61

Mohammad Wehbi

BS ’91, MD ’96

Basil A. Akl

MA ’62

Amal Emile Ghattas

BBA ’92

Ghazi A. Jamal

BA ’63, MA ’71

Maha M. Al Amir

BA ’94

Adel Salim Kadi

BEN ’63

Muhannad Mohamad Said
Sabbah

BEN ’63

We Remember includes deaths from October 2020 through April 2021.
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FRIENDS
Massoud Joseph El Achkar
Arthur Close
Khaled Anis Dandan
Morton Finston
Hani Atallah Freij
Massaad Mouawad Hajal
Michel Halim Harmouche
Mohamad Azmi Wassef Haroun
Edmond Ibrahim Moutran
Rafic Nassab
Ghassan Said Noujeim
Jean Obeid
Mohamad Ali Raad
Jawad J. Rahme
Jad Jamil Abdel Salam
Sameer Shahin Salibi
Abdo E. Sawma
James David Wolfensohn

NON-DEGREE ALUMNI
Ramzi Ata Dalloul
Elie Farid Gebrael
Nasry Michelen
Mansour J. Naime
Layla Anis Nassif
A. Albert Restum

Lasting Notes
Ever since Rami Abi Zeid (BE ’21)
played the violin at an AUB
commencement, he planned what
he would say at his own graduation
celebration. Following are excerpts
from his imagined speech to his
classmates.

I hate AUB. These were the first words I uttered the moment I set foot on this campus. It was the
4th of September, 2017. That was my perspective at the time. A perspective that was strengthened
after I miserably failed my first exam.
And what was there to like? AUB seemed like a beehive—hot, sweaty, far from home, and filled
with all sorts of busy people moving back and forth with no attention to spare. Cold-hearted
automata, I thought, blinded by dubious protocols.
There’s an old proverb that says: “Those who were seen dancing were thought to be insane by
those who couldn’t hear the music.”
Then, I started to listen. I can tell you I studied the people of AUB well. And after I could hear,
I started to see. The faint glimmer that had lain hidden brightened up, the slight murmur that
stood muffled got louder. All revealed something more, a quest for success, a pursuit of greatness
perhaps, a search for abundance.
Indeed, my friends, such journeys of a thousand miles begin with a single step. We have
successfully achieved this first step, today, on this momentous occasion. What we sought was
always in front of us, in the places we saw, in the people we met; all were part of the puzzle. We
simply needed to seize it. Such is AUB’s message; spare no effort in paving your path, waste no
time in scouting what you seek, for it is all within your grasp.
A short poem by the illustrious Rumi reads:
You were born with potential.
You were born with goodness and trust.
You were born with ideals and dreams.
You were born with greatness.
You were born with wings.
You are not meant for crawling, so don’t.
You have wings.
Learn to use them and fly.
Let us never lose sight of where we’re going. Let us never accept a descent into abysmal ignorance.
Let us never give in to foul temptations. We must think well to act well, making use of the logic we
have long fostered as true men and women of science, swearing by only true and verifiable facts.
Such are the tools of sane judgement. Such are the weapons we have vowed to wield.
We have seen horrors in a country so dear to our hearts tarnished by spiteful men. We have seen
what neglect and nonchalance do to beauty, how they ordain it to deformity. Let us know we are
the power of change, we have the ability to deter an ill-fated timeline, be it from within or afar. We
have the might to save ourselves and save others. That is the mission we are due to fulfill.
In retrospect, I can say that once we got in, we were never the same. I can tell it by looking at
each and every one of you: where there was conflict, now I sense resolve, where there was doubt,
strength. Life really begins today; there are no more rules, guidelines, boundaries. Only the ones
we set for ourselves. We have been given opportunities like no other and without exploiting them
we’ll never discover how far we can get. Let us embrace these opportunities and embrace life,
fruitful and abundant as it is meant to be.
In closing, and on this very day, the 4th of September, 2021, I can tell you, truly, that yes, I do hate
AUB. I hate it for having to leave it now when we went so well together, for leaving it now when it
all makes so much sense. But every story needs an end to make way for yet another chapter full of
hope and dreams.
AUB is not what you see in front of you, it’s not this legacy-fraught campus, these two-century-old
buildings, these state-of-the-art labs and facilities. That’s not it; for AUB is not a place, it is a people!
Let us always work together, let us never give up, and hand in hand, we can move mountains.
Good luck, Class of 2021.

