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Karim Al Daghestani was born and grew up
in Amman, Jordan. His father is Jordanian,
and his mother is from Lebanon, a country
he visited every summer during his
childhood. It was his mother who urged
Karim to apply to AUB. He didn’t need much
convincing. “AUB is a really great university
that is highly ranked and provides a
magnificent education and opportunities for
its students,” he says. Without the WAAAUB
Abu Dhabi Endowed Scholarship and the
Husni Ahmad Sawwaf Endowed Scholarship
that he received, however, Karim would not
have been able to attend AUB.

Karim is currently a freshman. He plans on
declaring a double major in economics and
finance and—hopefully—going on to get a
graduate degree and a CFA certificate. “I
have a passion for mathematics and
economics, so I know that I want to get a job
that is related to numbers, variables, and
problem solving,” Karim says. He is also
eager to help improve the economic
situation in both Jordan and Lebanon. “I
would love to stay in Lebanon and hope the
situation becomes more stable and that the
job opportunities for young graduates
improve,” he says. 

Aiducation.
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“AUB is delighted to announce that at
the March 2019 meeting of the American
University of Beirut’s Board of Trustees,
held in New York City, the Board voted
unanimously to renew Dr. Fadlo R. Khuri
for a second five-year term as AUB
President, effective September 1, 2020.”

As you can imagine, I received this
news in March with a mix of gratitude
and trepidation—grateful to be at the
helm of this storied university, but even
more mindful of the challenges that we
face. I am grateful for the trustees’
confidence in our AUB vision for 2030,
but also aware that every morning we
wake up to the real work of bringing 
in the best and brightest students
regardless of their economic
circumstances, and of making sure
there is a way for our graduates to use
their talents and abilities in service of
the region and beyond. 

Most of all, I want to make sure the
values that have always defined and
sustained AUB continue to underpin
our actions and decisions as a world-
wide community of life-long learners. 

We can never let short-term gain or the
easy path divert us from the principles
and habits of mind which this
university was founded upon. And I
draw inspiration from the great women
and men over the past 153 years who
kept a tight hold on those values.

Recently I read a 50-year-old
description of AUB by Dr. William M.
Bickers, a professor and medical
provider, who spent 15 years at our
Department of Gynecology and
Obstetrics. Of AUB students in 1967, 
he observed, “those who will become
leaders of tomorrow meet at a formative
period of their lives and learn to work
together in a spirit of mutual
understanding.” 

He went on to describe “classrooms and
laboratories that provide an education
essentially American in philosophy and
method but oriented to the needs of 
the area.” He could have been writing
about the students, programs, and
buildings of today.  

What are the values we need to hold
onto in addition to the spirit of mutual
understanding? To name a few—
honesty, respect, collaboration,
fairness, empathy, and diversity. We
need to send graduates into the world
who are nothing less than equipped to
improve the human condition and who
will continue to develop understanding
and skills towards that end. It is those
values that I hold onto from our past
with pride, as we look with
determination to the future.

Upon the Reverend Daniel Bliss’s
retirement in 1903, the founding
president noted, “The College is in a
better condition than ever before. For
the past few years it has advanced
along all lines. This is as it should be,
for if a succeeding generation does not
advance upon its predecessor, the work
will stand still or even retrograde.”

It is incumbent upon us all to
“advance” the university we inherited. 
I am grateful to be part of this great
work with you. 

Fadlo R. Khuri

Views from Campus
Continuing the Mission

Letter from the president



Dear MainGate readers, 

At the time of writing, the world has just seen the first-ever image of a black hole, as an
international team of researchers from the Event Horizon Telescope project released their look
at the supermassive black hole at the center of galaxy Messier 87 (M87). Astronomers detected
radio waves coming from the center of our galaxy in 1931, but were dogged for many years by
the question, “How do you document the presence of something that’s invisible?”

AUB’s Professor of Physics, Jihad Touma, and his graduate student Antranik Sefilian (MS ’17)
have entered another hot astronomical debate about a theoretical object in our solar system that
has been dubbed the “Ninth Planet.” Touma and Sefilian believe in a different explanation for
unusual orbits that have been detected in objects that exist in space beyond Neptune. This issue
of MainGate presents the heart of the debate and the cosmic questions it engenders.

Back on earth, we trace the journey of former AUB political science professor, Nawaf Salam, to
becoming a judge on the world’s highest judicial body—the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
in the Hague. You will also hear from a MEPI-TL Scholarship student who comes to us from
Algeria, and you’ll see the images from our alumna and Guggenheim Fellowship winner,
photographer Rania Matar. 

We are proud as always to be able to give a glimpse of the reach of the AUB community into 
the world, and in the case of Touma and Sefilian, the universe. 

Martin Asser, Executive Editor
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The University Medal, AUB’s highest
award, was presented to
businesswoman, philanthropist, arts
patron, and former parliamentarian
Myrna Bustani on January 22, 2019. In
an afternoon ceremony at West Hall,
Chairman Philip S. Khoury and
President Fadlo R. Khuri spoke with
affection of the Bustani family’s close
ties to AUB over several generations. 

The first woman to serve in the
Lebanese Parliament, Bustani was
elected to replace her father Emile
Bustani (BA ’29, MA ’32) after his
untimely death in 1963. She took over
her father’s partnership in the
multinational Construction and 
Trading Company (CAT Group) and his
renovation of the old Grand Hotel in
Beit Mery, which she and her mother
Laura renamed Al Bustan. In addition

to her business skills, Bustani also has
a lifelong love and appreciation for the
arts and education. She founded the
British Lebanese Association in 1980
and the Centre for Lebanese Studies,
Oxford in 1990. With her degree from
the Faculty of Arts at the University of
Lyon, Bustani was determined to bring
the world’s finest classical musicians to
Lebanon, and in 1994, she set up the 
Al Bustan Festival for that purpose. It
has since become a leading venue for
classical music and the performing arts. 

Throughout her life Bustani has been 
a strong and passionate advocate for
AUB. In 1981 she and fellow trustee,
now trustee emeritus, Ali Ghandour,
founded the President's Club, which
has supported countless initiatives to
enrich student life on campus.  

President Fadlo R. Khuri, Emory University
President Claire E. Sterk, and former president of
the Graduate Center, CUNY and newly appointed
director of the Smithsonian Institution’s Freer
Sackler Gallery Chase F. Robinson joined forces at
AUB’s New York Debs Center for a wide-ranging
discussion on trends in higher education and 
the university’s place in society. Political
commentator and AUB’s journalist-in-residence
Rami Khouri moderated the talk, which included
reflection on the future of universities; changes in
pedagogy from “sages on stages” to experiential,
interdisciplinary learning; and the importance of
universities in providing lifelong community
engagement. 

The three universities have quite a bit in common.
Like AUB, Emory has a medical school,
exceptionally high graduation rates, and extended
alumni families with deep roots in the institution

going back several generations. Like AUB, CUNY
Grad Center values the contributions of its
international students who lend diversity to the
learning environment, yielding both creativity
and productivity. 

Khuri, Sterk, and Robinson captivated an
audience of invited academics, alumni, activists,
and friends with their free-flowing discussion of
higher education’s complexities, challenges, and
promise. Khouri concluded, “In the 13 years I’ve
been masquerading as a scholar, coming as I do
from the journalism world, I have been constantly
impressed by the combined energy of students,
faculty, alumni, and administrators. When those
four forces join up, it’s like nuclear fission; it's just
something extraordinary”—like having three
extraordinary educational leaders in the same
room. 

AUB Trustee Emerita
Myrna Bustani Is
Awarded the

University Medal

Alma Mater 2.0: Three Institutional Leaders
Reimagine the University-Student Relationship

Honors and Awards
• The Order of the Cedar, Officer Rank
• The Merit of Culture from the Ministry of Arts of the Polish Republic
• The Golden Insignia of the Republic of Austria
• The Friendship Medal from Russia
• The Commander of the Isabelle la Catholique Order from the King of Spain 
• Honored by LibanPost with a commemorative stamp as one of six

pioneering Lebanese women

Access the video on AUB’s New York website:
www.aub.edu.lb/nyo/Pages/default.aspx
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When 65-year-old Lebanese lawyer,
scholar, and diplomat Nawaf Salam
speaks about his path to becoming a
judge on the world’s highest judicial
body—the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) in the Hague—he becomes a
hybrid of a drone and a time machine
that hovers across human time, space,
and ideas, gleaning knowledge from
each stop. The journey is both in his
mind and in the worlds he inhabits
across continents. He recalls the 18th

century proclamation of citizenship in
France as a pivotal step towards
modernity…the Arab Awakening
(Nahda) to secure independence from
European and Ottoman powers in the
early 20th century as a critical thrust
towards Arab statehood….the
decolonization period across the Global
South after WWII that shaped struggles
for rights and sovereignty that persist
to our day…and finally, today’s ongoing
Arab protests and quest for human and
political rights built on activism and
reforms from the 1970s and 80s that
shaped the early years of his own
career.

Salam taught political science at AUB
for 20 years until 2007, when he was
appointed Lebanon’s ambassador to
the United Nations in New York, then
joined the ICJ in 2017. The dozen or so
fields in which he has worked or
studied have all contributed
cumulatively to his expertise in law,
history, philosophy, diplomacy, higher
education, conflict resolution,
research, civil society activism, human
rights, and international relations. He
recounts his life trajectory in his study
at his Beirut home. The study is so
book-lined that it requires a built-in
sliding ladder to access the top shelves,
which are over two meters high. This is
a reflection of his ongoing journey

amidst the wonders of history, human
values, the rule of law, and the eternal
quest for justice. “I have always had a
love affair with history,” he says, “but
the practical side of law attracted me
since my university days. Law improves
people’s lives, and I have learned by
experience that it can achieve both
small and big things in our world.”

Judge Salam draws on his training and
education in the French and American
legal systems and his personal
anchorage in Middle Eastern cultural,
historical, and political traditions to
contribute to the court’s mission of
administering justice and promoting
the rule of law. “Sometimes in our
recent history in the Middle East we
stressed equality over freedom, and
sometimes we stressed freedom over
equality, but both were wrong. Now I

realize that justice is the core value…
The rule of law simply institutionalizes
justice,” he says.

He credits his formative experiences 
at universities in three continents—at
Harvard University and Law School,
the Sorbonne, and the American
University of Beirut—with making
justice the central value and aim of his
life. He sees the ICJ’s core roles as
promoting the rule of law in relations
among states and as offering a pacific
means of conflict adjudication and
prevention—roles that slowly continue
to evolve for the better. He explains:
“In the 19th century international law
was for rich countries only, when the
colonizer was all-powerful and the
colonized did not exist in law.
Decolonization and the birth of the
United Nations system made the law
universal. Small and medium-sized
countries these days can ask for the
law’s protection, and individuals as
well as states are held accountable for
their crimes, while victims of war
crimes or genocide also can get their
rights.”

His early years in Lebanon involved
his law practice, teaching at AUB, and
working with civil society movements
to promote electoral reforms,
decentralization, an independent
judiciary, and constitutional reforms
that transcend confessionalism. He
continued this trajectory of law-based
conciliation and change at the UN,
where he continually helped shape
Lebanese compromises on contentious
issues, such as the UN Special Tribunal
to try the assassins of the late Prime
Minister Rafiq Hariri and the
“dissociation” policy (neutrality) on the
war in Syria. At the UN, he saw how big
powers dominated events and ignored

Nawaf Salam’s Unfinished Odyssey
to Justice and the Rule of Law
By Rami G. Khouri  

Rami G. Khouri
Senior Public
Policy Fellow,
Issam Fares

Institute; Director
of Anthony Shadid
Archives research

project;
Journalist-in-

Residence, Media
Studies Program

“Small and 
medium-sized

countries these days
can ask for the law’s
protection, and

individuals as well as
states are held

accountable for their
crimes, while victims
of war crimes or
genocide also can 
get their rights.”
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international law when it suited them,
while helpless smaller countries had
little say. Representing a small country,
Lebanon, he stressed consensus-
building and compromise-making as
tools to narrow gaps between political
actors and acknowledge the rights of
all under international law.

The ICJ’s cases routinely pit big powers
against smaller states, and the formerly
colonized against their colonizers. In
one such case it adjudicated in late
February, the court ruled 13-1 that Great
Britain must return to the Indian Ocean
state of Mauritius the Chagos Isl  ands
that England kept in its control and

turned into the Diego Garcia air base 
in the 1970s, when Mauritius became
independent. Iran similarly has raised
a case against the United States’
seizure of some of its assets, and the
State of Palestine has challenged the
legality of the United States’
recognition of Israeli-occupied East
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

So it was no surprise that in his 2016
keynote speech at AUB’s 150th

anniversary celebration at the United
Nations headquarters in New York City,
he instinctively linked AUB’s role in the
modern Arab world with the values of
the Nahda and the decolonization era.
He told the audience in New York: “It is
to AUB that we owe the emergence of
what I like to call ‘the spirit of Ras
Beirut,’ which is based on the values of
trust, respect, freedom, and tolerance.
When Beirut, with its free press,
publishing houses, and universities,
became in the past century the agora of
the Arab world, it must be kept in mind
that the cultural and intellectual agora
of Beirut was Ras Beirut itself.” (Ras
Beirut is that large chunk of west Beirut
that juts out into the Mediterranean, as
if physically reaching out to the West to
connect Arab and Western values in a
single universal tradition.) AUB’s
success lies not just in arming its
graduates with technical or book
knowledge, he continued, but also in
arming them “with a spirit of
enlightenment and tools of critical
thinking. This mission remains vital
because the same issues that drove the
Nahda are alive in the Arab world’s
unfinished odyssey to achieve the rule
of law, citizenship, human rights, and
good governance.”

76



“It was a great experience. It’s fun
competing with other students who are
your friends. We learned a lot during
these three days and were well
rewarded for our efforts.” That’s how
fourth-year student Marc Ibrahim
describes the Big Data, AI, and Media
Hackathon that he took part in on
January 25-27. Some of the 100
participants were hackathon veterans.
For others, like the members of the 
Cap-ability team (Farah Ismail, Sara
Jawhar, Antoinette Mouawad, Remi
Nassar, and Lea Zoghbi), this was a
completely new experience. “It was the
theme of this year’s hackathon that
attracted our attention,” explains
Zoghbi. “We are all pursuing our
master’s degrees in business analytics
and saw the hackathon as an
opportunity to make use of what we
have learned at AUB and of our diverse
professional backgrounds to hopefully
start our own company.”

Mona Itani, coordinator of MSFEA’s
Entrepreneurship Initiative, took on the
Herculean task of organizing the
hackathon. “It was a lot of work, but
also enormously gratifying. The
students really got into it and benefited
so much. I also had a lot of help—from
volunteers, colleagues, and also our
sponsors,” she says. Hackathon
sponsors Touch and Anghami provided
much more than critical funding.
Employees from both companies stayed
around throughout the weekend and
participated as mentors and judges as
well.

The hackathon kicked off on Friday
afternoon with welcoming remarks and
words of encouragement from MSFEA
Associate Dean Ayman Kayssi, Touch
CCO and AUB alumnus Nadim Khater,
and Anghami co-founder and CTO Elie
Habib. Reflecting on his student days,
Khater noted that AUB is now a very
different place that offers students who
want to pursue a business idea much
more support, technology, and
resources than it had in the past. Habib
talked about the importance of
initiatives like the hackathon in job
creation, noting that too many young
people leave Lebanon because they
can’t find jobs.

The parallel workshops on deep
learning, business analytics, and
business planning and humane design
on Friday evening provided critical
information and also helped set the
stage for the next two days. Before the
students left for the evening, they

Lots of Coffee, 
Not Much Sleep: 
It’s an MSFEA Hackathon!

Inspiration 



gathered to form teams. Some students
had formed teams in advance, but most
students, including the members of the
winning Tribo team, only formed teams
on Friday evening. “I knew Amer
[Shammaa] who knew Sivine
[Halwani],” explains Kareem Ayoub,
“but we only met Mohamad Sayegh in
front of the Engineering Lecture Hall on
Friday evening. We were looking for
additional team members who could
add value to our group.” 

The students—and the mentors—got an
early start on Saturday morning, and
again on Sunday morning. They were
eager to get to work. “The most
challenging aspect of the whole
weekend was the fact that we had to
pitch our business idea and prepare a
prototype in just two days. In addition
to that, we also had to learn how to
work together as a team,” remembers

Lea Zoghbi. (The teams actually had
only a day and a half to pull everything
together since they had to present their
projects after lunch on Sunday.) For
some students, like Christopher Farah
and the other members of Team Hybrid
(Myriam Ebrekgi and Bassel Shurbaji),
knowing they only had 36 hours was
part of the appeal. “Having to come up
with a solution for an unknown
problem in just 36 hours was a
motivation for us. We wanted to see
how much we could push ourselves,”
says Farah. 

The teams presented their ideas to a
panel of six judges that included AUB
faculty, representatives from Anghami
and Touch, and business consultants.
The finalists then made second
presentations to another panel, also of
six judges. The judges struggled. “It
wasn’t easy,” reports judge and MSFEA
Dean Alan Shihadeh. “The competition
in this hackathon was especially
fierce.” First place in the
Entrepreneurship Track went to Tribo,
which beat out 12 other teams to win
$1,300 for its “innovative AI service”
that enables people in restaurants and
other public spaces to provide feedback
on—and influence—the music that is
playing. The Cap-ability team won
second place and $1,000 for coming up
with an idea to equip graduates and job
seekers with the skills and experience
they need to move forward in their
careers by helping them to find the best
e-learning courses and job
opportunities for their needs using
machine learning. Top honors and
almost $500 in the Technical Track

went to Team Hybrid, which was the
only team able to solve the Anghami
challenge to create a recommendation
system for songs based on a large
dataset of anonymous user profiles. 

Kayssi, who has organized and judged
many hackathons, believes them to be
invaluable. “They promote teamwork 
in a very dynamic fashion. They also
provide students with a chance to meet,
interact with, and learn from mentors
who come from various backgrounds
and are experts in their domains—and
change-makers, people who are looking
for new and innovative ideas to improve
the world,” he says. “In addition,
students learn specific and useful skills
during hackathons—such as a new tool,
programming language, or hardware
setup. Last but not least, they have the
chance to win valuable prizes!” For AUB
students, the MSFEA Hackathon is just
as much a fun competition with friends
as it is a valuable learning experience.

“Having to
come up with a
solution in just 
36 hours was a

motivation for us. 
We wanted to see 
how much we 
could push 
ourselves.”
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Hanna Nasir (BS ’55, MS ’61)
holds a doctorate in nuclear
physics from Purdue
University in the United
States. A long-time president
of Birzeit University, founded
by his father Musa Nasir 
(BS 1914), Dr. Nasir directed
the school’s transition from a
community college to an
accredited university. Retired
for several years, he continues
to serve Birzeit as Chairman
of the Board.

First Person 
Singular: 
A Personal
Remembrance
by Hanna Nasir

Hanna Nasir,
1955

Inspiration 



Many years ago when I was admitted 
to AUB, I wanted to study physics and
mathematics and nothing else—no
languages, no humanities, etc. Both 
of these subjects were a passion that I
enjoyed during my final high school
years and I was determined to continue
along that path in my university
studies. 

The regulations at AUB were flexible
enough to allow me to take these
courses, but only as a non-
matriculating student, which I did not
mind until I realized the importance of
a degree, especially if I wanted to
continue with graduate work. I thus
decided to become a regular student
and take the required general
education courses. History was
optional. I could either take a course,
or I could study independently and
pass an exam, which would fulfill my
degree requirement.  

I spent a few weeks studying and took
the history exam. Unfortunately, I
failed miserably. The second option
given to me was to take the British GCE
History exam.  I studied faithfully, but
again, the result was a stunning
failure. The final alternative was to take
a history course at the university. I did
that, and enrolled in a course with a
young professor, Dr. Kamal Salibi. Once
again, I failed. By this time I was ready
to graduate with a BS in physics. I
appealed to the Dean of the School and
told him about my disappointing track
record with history, and he reluctantly
gave me one more chance to take a

special exam with Professor Salibi. 

I decided to go and see Professor Salibi
at his home. He was kind enough to
cordially receive me, although I could
tell that he was not very happy about
the dean’s decision to allow me to
retake the exam. As I entered Professor
Salibi’s house, I noticed that he was a
gymnastics enthusiast with all kinds of
gym equipment and barbells. Jokingly,

I suggested an alternative to my
performance on an exam: How about
an arm-wrestling contest for a passing
grade? He looked at me, assessed my
strength, and announced that he was
ready. I put all the force I had into it,
beat him, and left hurriedly, convinced
that I would now—finally—pass,
irrespective of my results. I celebrated
that evening with friends and prepared
myself for graduation. I called my
parents in Birzeit and they assured me
that they would come to Beirut for the
festivities. I knew my father would be

proud to see his son graduate with a
bachelor’s degree in physics—also his
field—some forty years later.

The next day I did sit for the exam 
and lo and behold, I received a failing
grade. I was surprised and wondered
about the deal I had made with
Professor Salibi the previous day. But
looking back at it even then, I was
sure—knowing the professor’s high
standards—that he would never have
allowed an arm-wrestling feat decide
my exam results. I did not graduate
that summer and had to enroll in
summer school and take another
history course! I settled on a course
that was taught in Arabic. During the
final exam, I was sure, after looking at
the questions, that I would fail again.
In the exam hall, I pleaded with the
professor for special consideration
when grading me. I suggested that
perhaps he could give some weight to
my fairly good penmanship. That is
how desperate I was. He had known of
my story and decided to give me the
minimum passing grade. I got my BS
degree in physics at the end of that
summer session. There were no
commencement exercises and I got the
degree from the Office of the Registrar
without fanfare or ceremony.

At the time of the episode, I was a bit
angry at AUB for its stringent
regulations.  However, I quickly
realized that I had learned an
important life lesson. There are no
shortcuts in life; one has to work, and
work hard, to succeed.  All the miseries
of failing a history course fade in
comparison to that valuable life lesson
that still endures. I am grateful to AUB
and especially to Dr. Kamal Salibi. He
was a professor par excellence and his
values guide me to this day. Life’s most
meaningful lessons are not so easily
learned; they are—more often than
not—hard-earned.

Kamal Salibi
on right

Life’s most
meaningful lessons
are not so easily

learned; they are—
more often than
not—hard-earned.
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Face to Face
Cultivating a Culture of Tolerance and 
Acceptance at AUB

“When I saw the announcement for this
position,” remembers Equity/Title IX
Coordinator Mitra Tauk, “I thought it
was perfect for me because of my legal
background and everything I had done
and learned at FHS.” 

But she wasn’t looking for a new
job—quite the contrary, in fact. “FHS is
my faculty, my family,” Tauk says. “It
was terribly difficult to even imagine
working anywhere else.” However, she
was attracted by the opportunity to
apply her legal knowledge and to work
on issues that were so important to
her—and to AUB. “President Khuri is a
highly ethical individual who is deeply
committed to making AUB a safe,
respectful, and inclusive educational
and professional environment for
everyone on campus,” she says, “so I
felt I could make a difference while in
this position.” 

In addition to her legal background (a
BA in law from La Sagesse University, a
master’s in international humanitarian
health law from Montpellier University,
and an inter-university diploma in
medical law from the University of
Lorraine), Tauk also has a master’s
degree in public health from AUB. She is
currently pursuing a PhD in health law
at the University of Lyon. Prior to
becoming AUB’s Equity/Title IX
Coordinator in November 2018, Tauk
was administrative coordinator of FHS’s
Graduate Public Health Program. It was
during those ten years at FHS that she
developed deep and enduring
relationships and enormous respect for
Dean Iman Nuwayhid, Professor Rima
Afifi, and Professor Jocelyn DeJong. “I
owe them all so much,” she says.

Tauk believes that AUB stands out in the
region because of the quality of its Title
IX program, which is supported by an
advisory council and a network of
faculty and staff volunteers who are
trained and certified through the
Association of Title IX Administrators
(ATIXA). These trained volunteers work
closely with Tauk to investigate
allegations of harassment and
discrimination. “Yes, we receive
complaints. This issue exists at AUB, as
it does everywhere.” Tauk wants anyone
at AUB “who is the victim of
discrimination or harassment to feel
that this office is a refuge. We investigate
all claims and make decisions based on
the evidence. The university will
sanction if necessary—and has done so,
but that’s not the primary focus. I don’t
want this office to be known as the place
where people get sanctioned. My
approach is also educational,” she says. 

Tauk says that AUB will be introducing
several initiatives to educate the
community, including mandatory
workshops for all AUB students, faculty,
and staff. Interestingly, as people have
become more informed, the number of
reports of harassment and
discrimination has increased. “We
expect this in the short term as people
learn of their rights and as their trust in
the system increases,” she says. “I am
also confident that the number of
reports will decrease as we strengthen
the culture of tolerance and acceptance
at AUB.”

Inspiration 



Number of PhD programs in 2008-09

Number of PhD programs in 2018-19

Number of PhD students by faculty in 2008-09

MSFEA – 17

FAS – 7

Number of PhD students by faculty in 2018-19

MSFEA – 91

FAS – 32

FM – 25

MSFEA/FM 
(biomedical engineering) – 12

FHS

HSON

SyllABUS

This course is one of the approved electives for
students pursuing minors in either women and
gender studies or psychology. It challenges
students to examine the role of gender in
various domains, such as cognitive abilities,
social relationships, health, and the work
place. The course explores gender issues that
are relevant both locally and internationally
based on theoretical and empirical research in
psychology, while also exposing students to
the methodological problems that impact
psychological findings on gender. Students
learn to think more critically about gender
roles and gain an appreciation of the
similarities and differences between the sexes
and how they are affected by biological and
social contexts. 

ClASS TIME 

The course is based on interactive lectures 
that include videos, class discussions, and
activities. Students are encouraged to share
their views—something that Professor Saab
goes out of her way to facilitate by ensuring
that the classroom is a safe space for even
heated debates to take place. Students are 
also encouraged to ask questions and research
their answers to contribute to the course
material for extra credit. Last fall, for example,
a question on the “pink tax” led Saab to task
students with comparing the prices of personal
care products and services geared toward men
and women among local providers. This led
them to uncover various instances of gender
discrimination in pricing. Students also spend
some time learning how to write a literature
review on a topic related to the psychology of
gender that is relevant to Lebanon and/or the
Arab world. 

INSTRUCTOR’S BIO

Dr. Rim Saab joined the Department of
Psychology at AUB in 2013, where she teaches
courses in political psychology, the psychology
of gender, research design, and statistics. Her
research focuses on the drivers of prejudice,
discrimination, political ideology, and
collective political action. An AUB alumna 
(BA ’05), Saab also has a master’s degree from
Oxford University and a PhD from Cardiff
University. 

By the Nu  bers

8

12

24

6 women, 11 men
2 women, 5 men 

166

41 women, 50 men
25 women, 7 men
20 women, 5 men

7 women, 5 men
3 women
3 women

The number of PhD students has risen dramatically in recent years: from 24 in 2008-09 to 166 in 2018-19. The support for PhD programs at AUB has
also grown—from around $600,000 in 2008-09 to more than $3.8 million in 2017-18. AUB plans to introduce additional PhD programs in the years
ahead as the university pursues a world-class research agenda—just one of the goals of President Khuri’s Vision 2030. 

By the Books
Course: Psychology of Gender

Number of PhD students who have 

graduated from AUB in the last 10 years

MSFEA – 66

FAS – 18

FM – 4

Amount of funding (housing support, stipend, and

tuition waiver) that was provided for PhD students

In 2008-09

In 2017-18

88

31 women, 35 men
13 women, 5 men

3 women, 1 man

$604,608
$3,830,716
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Published 
& Produced
Art

location: Beirut, lebanon

Dates: 18 January – 23 February, 2019

Venue: Saleh Barakat Gallery-
Clemenceau, Justinian Street, 
Beirut, lebanon

In Return Journeys at the Saleh Barakat
Gallery in Beirut (January 18 –
February 23), Afaf Zurayk (BA ’70)
exhibited more than three decades 
of her work, thoughtfully curated by
Sylvia Agémian. In addition to Zurayk’s
many solo exhibitions, both in Beirut
and Washington, DC, the artist has
participated in a number of group
shows, most notably the exhibition
“Forces of Change,” held in 1994 at the
National Museum of Women in the
Arts, in Washington, DC. Her paintings
are in the permanent collections of the
Sursock Museum, Beirut, and Darat al
Funun, Amman. With a master’s of fine
arts degree from Harvard University,
Zurayk has taught studio and art
history at Lebanese American
University and painting at AUB. She
has published three books: My Father.
Reflections (2010), Lovesong (2011), 
and Drawn Poems (2012). 

RETURN JOURNEyS

driftwood, 40x140x26cm,
painted driftwood

dream doors, 21x20cm, 
mixed media on paper copy

untitled, 100x100cm, 
oil on canvas



1.THE EVOlUTION OF
ECONOMIC WEllBEING

The Unmaking of the Arab Intellectual: Prophecy, Exile and the Nation (2017 hardcover, 2018
paperback, Edinburgh University Press) by Zeina G. Halabi (BA ’01) examines the unmaking
of the intellectual as a prophetic figure, national icon, and exile in Arabic literature and film
from the 1990s onwards. She comparatively explores how contemporary writers and film
directors such as Rabee Jaber, Rawi Hage, Rashid al-Daif, Seba al-Herz, and Elia Suleiman
have displaced the archetype of the intellectual as it appears in writings by Elias Khoury,
Edward Said, Jurji Zaidan, and Mahmoud Darwish. In so doing, Halabi identifies and
theorizes alternative articulations of political commitment, displacement, and loss in the
wake of unfulfilled prophecies of emancipation and national liberation. The Unmaking of
the Arab Intellectual offers critical tools to understand the evolving relations between
aesthetics and politics in the contemporary era. 

2. THE UNMAKING 
OF THE ARAB
INTEllECTUAl:
PROPHECy, ExIlE
AND THE NATION

3. PlANNING FOR
ClIMATE CHANGE:
A READER IN GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE
AND SUSTAINABlE
DESIGN FOR
RESIlIENT CITIES

4. ISlAM IN THE WEST:
PERCEPTIONS AND
REACTIONS

5. HASSAN FATHy:
EARTH AND UTOPIA 

The Evolution of Economic Wellbeing (2019, Routledge) by Zuhayr Makdashi (BA ’54, MA ’56).
This book identifies the key factors that influence changes in wellbeing—both positively and
negatively—within a framework of socio-economic globalization, instantaneous
interconnectedness, and rising environmental risks. These “clusters of progress” comprise
essentially the following seven areas: bolstering peace and security; respecting universal
fundamental values; satisfying personal and social basic needs; expanding knowledge and
managerial-technological skills; promoting arts and culture; husbanding natural resources
and protecting the environment; and coordinating actions for the global common good.

Planning for Climate Change: A Reader in Green Infrastructure and Sustainable Design for
Resilient Cities (2019, Routledge), Elisabeth M. Hamin, Yaser Abunnasr, and Robert L. Ryan
(eds.) provides an overview of the large and interdisciplinary literature on the substance and
process of urban climate change planning and design, using the most important articles from
the last 15 years to engage readers in understanding problems and finding solutions to this
increasingly critical issue. The book’s particular focus is how the impacts of climate change
can be addressed in urban and suburban environments―what actions can be taken, as well
as the need for and the process of climate planning. This reader is innovative in bringing
climate adaptation and green infrastructure together, encouraging a more hopeful
perspective on the great challenge of climate change by exploring both the problems of
climate change and local solutions.

Written Word

4

5

3

2

1

Islam in the West: Perceptions and Reactions (2018, Oxford University Press), Jan A. Ali;
and Abe W. Ata (eds.) argues that Muslims are not defined solely by their faith, but as an
emerging group that is self-critical, reflective, and focused on clearing the misconceptions
associated with their identity. Further, it posits that Westerners who are more
knowledgeable about Muslims usually express positive opinions about Islam, thereby
concluding that the knowledge about and attitudes towards Islam are interrelated. 

Hassan Fathy: Earth and Utopia (2018, Laurence King Publishing) by Viola Bertini and
Salma Samar Damluji with original texts by Hassan Fathy portrays Egypt's best-known
20th-century architect. Hassan Fathy was a man of contradictions. He came from a
wealthy background and underwent Western-style training. Yet he embraced traditional,
vernacular forms, techniques, and materials and throughout his career promoted their use
as part of a campaign to improve the conditions of Egypt's rural poor. Hassan Fathy
chronicles this lifelong commitment through personal interviews conducted by the author,
photographs, and drawings from the Hassan Fathy archives, and Fathy's own writings on
the subject, many of which are published for the first time. A beautiful, fascinating, and
scholarly work, this book is essential reading for students, academics, and general readers
interested in Fathy and the development of Arab and vernacular architecture, earth
construction, architecture for the poor, and sustainability.
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Men

Women

29%

71%

Lebanese

Syrian81%

19%

Based on  2018 enrollment
Ages: 17-35
Education Level: 5th Grade up to University Graduate

Inspiration 

In the cities of Mount Lebanon, Tripoli,
Sidon, and the Beqaa, centers for
underserved students, mostly Syrian
refugees and poor Lebanese, are giving
students the skills to access a growing
sector of the global economy built on
the outsourcing of computer-based
work. These centers make up the
network that is the Digital Skills
Training (DST) program, run by AUB’s
CCECS and several local NGOs, with
support from the World Food
Programme.

The DST program is flexible, admitting
students ranging in age from 16 to 35
with varying levels of experience, and
honing their skills in a variety of
computer-based work. Developed in
concert with the AUB Computer
Science Department and the University
Preparatory Program (UPP), the
curriculum covers everything from the
most basic computer skills to web

development, programming, data
science, and artificial intelligence. 

Some students are just learning how to
type; others, like Amir, a Lebanese
student completing his baccalaureate
in life sciences, are learning JavaScript
and CSS. Younes, a Syrian refugee from
Homs who arrived in Lebanon in 2011,
hopes to start his own web
development company or work at
Google or Microsoft. “These companies
[like Google and Microsoft] have
invaded all of our homes,” Younes says.
“That’s why I want to work for them, to
work for a company that is present
everywhere.”

What began as a small pilot program at
AUB has now spread across Lebanon to
include four training centers staffed by
AUB and a local NGO partner. As of
spring 2019, DST will have taught over
2,000 Syrian and Lebanese students.

DST has begun to generate some buzz
thanks to a Silicon Valley executive
who visited one of the centers recently
and to the American Public
Broadcasting Service, which is
preparing a report on the program. 

Ultimately, the program hopes to
launch graduates past formidable
structural barriers onto a level playing
field where they can compete with job-
seekers from around the world. Now,
the graduates might be found, for
instance, on platforms like Upwork,
Solid Gig, or Fiverr Swarms, as well as
at companies that demand tech skills.
Balkis had worked as a saleswoman in
a shop, then landed a better-paying job
as a secretary at a real estate company,
where she uses the Excel skills she
learned at DST. Marwa, who has two
children, tapped into an unknown well
of talent when she breezed through a
coding exam thirty minutes early and
earned a perfect score. Basel finished
the DST program and got a scholarship
to study computer science at Arab
Open University. 

Hundreds graduated from the program
this past January, standing against the
blackboards, holding their diplomas
aloft for celebratory photos. At the
center in Tripoli, Khaled Hussein Fares,
a 28-year-old Lebanese man who has
been working since the age of fourteen,
articulted the life-altering role the
program has played for him personally,
saying, “I didn’t feel like I ever studied.
My life was so distracting and I had lots
of responsibilities at a very young age.
This program gave me faith that I can
build a better future. My dream is to get
a scholarship and study computer
science.”

Giving the Poor a Leg Up in
the New Digital Economy



When the Right to Free Speech
Is a Matter of Life or Death

When Zine Labidine Ghebouli (BS
expected ’19) took the stage this past
Founders Day and spoke of AUB’s role
in protecting values such as freedom of
speech and civil rights in the Middle
East, one could hear a catch in his
throat. Full of emotion, he was not
giving a performance, but an
expression of deep gratitude. To AUB,
he says, he owes his survival. 

Ghebouli is a US-Middle East
Partnership Initiative (MEPI) scholar
from Setif in Algeria, where his family
has deep roots in the political life of the
country. His grandfather fought with
leaders of the Front de Liberation
Nationale before losing a post-
independence power struggle. His
father similarly rose to join the
presidential guard of Mohamed Boudiaf
only to lose his post following Boudiaf’s
assassination. And now, uncannily,
Ghebouli too has fallen afoul of the
establishment as a prominent critic of
its policies.  

He says it was the regime’s
whitewashing of history and the
experience of his father that prompted
him to speak out. “I read about Abane
Ramadan in high school, who was an

architect of the Algerian revolution,
how he was killed. I read about other
activists and how they were killed and
asked my teacher about it. The teacher
said, ‘You’re too young to know, you’re
too young to ask.’ My father said,
‘These people in power just shape
history as they want it.’” 

Thus began a series of online searches,
the growth of a political consciousness,
and the hardening of a resistance
mindset. On November 30, 2014,
Ghebouli started his blog on
Arablog.org with the following lines: 
“I don’t want [history] to record in its
notebooks that I was among that silent
group on the day my country needed
me. Shame on those who remain
neutral during times of great crisis.” 

Soon, he caught the attention of
UNICEF, France 24, Deuchewelle, BBC
Arabic, and Al Magharibia. “The French
government wanted to protect people
who wanted to make change,” he says.
“They trained us as journalists and
activists, taught us how to protect
ourselves using apps that hid our
identity and our IP addresses.” But the
apps turned out not to be foolproof, as
many of his fellow bloggers were

arrested. Ghebouli came to realize that
for the sake of a good education and his
own safety, he had to leave the country. 
He found his way to AUB through
Amideast.org. “I heard about the MEPI
scholarship. I knew AUB would let me
learn and question without judgment.”
Since arriving in Lebanon, he has
continued to involve himself in politics
and civil society. He observed the
Lebanese municipal elections in 2016
on behalf of the National Democratic
Institute and interned at the Lebanese
Parliament. 

On LinkedIn, Ghebouli describes
himself as “a blogger, a writer and a
freelance journalist,” though he’s a
physics major and hopes to become a
researcher “who challenges the
narrative on Algeria” and “shows the
world who we are.” He’s been active on
campus as a member of the Secular
Club and a writer for Outlook. He
concluded his winning Founders Day
essay as follows: “This university has
surely changed my life, and I want it to
change the lives of others; it has not
given up on me during the hardest
moments, and I am certain it will not
give up on this region.”
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Dr. Harris
Graham

Legends & Legacies

An “energetic and inspiring teacher and
a physician of great acumen,”1 Dr. Harris
Graham was also a talented linguist who
mastered French, German, Italian, and
Arabic. He spent 33 years at AUB as a
professor of pathology and practice of
medicine. His sudden death on February
27, 1922 was described at the time as 
“an irreparable loss”2 to the college.

Graham was born in Ottawa in 1862. 
He earned a BA from Toronto University
in 1882 and an MD from the University 
of Michigan in 1885. Shortly after
graduating, Graham accepted an
appointment from the American Board
of Foreign Missions to its medical school
at Central Turkey College in Aintab,
Turkey. On his way to Turkey, he became
engaged to Miss Ella T. Bray.3 They
married shortly after arriving in
Constantinople (now Istanbul). They
would go on to spend four years in
Turkey. When the medical school was
shut down in 1889, they traveled to
Syria, where Graham set up a private
practice in Aleppo. The Syrian
Protestant College (SPC) offered Graham
a job teaching chemistry, physiology,
and hygiene shortly after he arrived in
Aleppo. A year later, SPC appointed 
him full professor and chair of internal
medicine.  

Although he spent the rest of his life 
at SPC (1890-1922), Graham traveled
extensively. He made trips to the region
to report on measures taken to protect
against outbreaks of cholera and
typhus. He also traveled to Germany 
on several occasions to work in the
laboratory of Nobel Prize winner Robert
Koch, who is widely considered to be 
the “founder of modern bacteriology.” 
It was in Koch’s lab that Graham did
groundbreaking research on dengue
disease. He is credited with discovering
that dengue is not contagious, as was
widely thought at the time, but is
instead transferred by the Culex
mosquito. 

In addition to being a gifted researcher,
Graham was a talented diagnostician.
He is also credited with introducing

bedside instruction to the hospital and
the case-history teaching years before
this was done in the US.  

Despite his many responsibilities at 
the college, Graham was active in the
community as well. He was a long-time
member of the Beirut Executive
Committee of what was then known 
as the Lebanon Hospital for the Insane
in Asfuriyeh near Beirut, and also a
pathologist at Johaniter Hospital.4 Mrs.
Graham was also active at the college
and was one of the founding members 
of the Women’s League.

There is no Graham Building on
campus, but there is a Graham Street 
in Beirut and the Graham stop (Mhatat
Graham), which marks the spot where
the tram once stopped in front of his
home and clinic.  

1. “Obituary,” Nature (April 15, 1922).
2. Annual Report of the Board of Trustees, 
1921-22, 16.

3. The Orient, Bible House, Constantinople 
(April 1922).

4. Maria B. Abunnasr, “The Making of Ras Beirut: 
A Landscape of Memory for Narratives of
Exceptionalism” (PhD diss., University of
Massachusetts-Amherst, 2013), 125.

He made trips 
to the region to 

report on measures
taken to protect 
against outbreaks

of cholera 
and typhus. 
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Planet 9?    
It doesn’t exist, according to the calculations of Professor Jihad
Touma and his graduate student Antranik Sefilian (MS ’17). But the
debate may unlock even bigger mysteries

Seen/Scene Beirut through the eyes of delivery drivers 22
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to help diabetics with a continuous, noninvasive glucose-monitoring device 



The Solar System: 
How Well Do We Know Our
Own Block of Our Galactic
Neighborhood? 

To date, no one 
has taken a picture 
of the solar system in
high enough resolution

to depict the
many massive bodies

floating around
inside of it.

Discoveries



The solar system: you may have
learned about it in grade school.
Perhaps you can recall an image of a
neatly organized grouping of planets,
each one a distinct, memorable color,
moving in variations of a circle around
the sun. In reality, you're not picturing
a photograph of the solar system, but
an artist's rendition. The real solar
system is harder to visualize. It’s
chaotic, in constant motion, full of
chunks of matter. To date, no one has
taken a picture of the solar system in
high enough resolution to depict the
many massive bodies floating around
inside of it. And so the contents of our
small corner of the immeasurably large
galaxy are still a matter of furious
debate.

AUB Professor Jihad Touma and his
graduate student Antranik Sefilian 
(MS ’17) have waded into one area of
that debate, which concerns the
possible existence of a ninth planet.
Touma and Sefilian believe that the
bowed orbits of six trans-Neptunian
objects (TNOs)—which move elliptically
around the sun before launching
themselves past Neptune into the
farthest reaches of our solar system—
can best be explained by the existence
of a disk whose gravity is acting to
distort the orbits of those six TNOs. 

This disk, Touma and Sefilian believe,
is made up of a collection of objects
that are mostly in the range of 1 to 100
km in diameter, equivalent to pieces 
of matter ranging in size from a small
town to a small country. According to
Touma and Sefilian’s math, the pull of
known planets acting in concert with 
a disk best accounts for the kind of
gravitational forces that would distort
the orbits of those six TNOs into the
eccentric loops that astronomers are
observing. Their research was
published this past January in
Astronomical Journal and picked up 
by mass media outlets like Popular
Science and Inverse Science. 

Two years ago, California Institute of
Technology Professors Mike Brown and
Konstantin Batygin ignited the “Planet
Nine debate” with a paper also

published in Astronomical Journal.
Their results were covered in the New
York Times. “I read [the Times article]
and immediately thought of processes
with which I was intimately familiar
and they all involved enough mass
[beyond Neptune],” says Touma,
referring to the mass that might pull 
at those six objects. 

Sefilian and Touma’s work considers
the Brown and Batygin paper, among
others, and reworks the math and
physics of University of Colorado,
Boulder Professor Ann Marie Madigan’s
and Harvard Fellow Michael McCourt’s
paper, which proposed the existence of
a disk in 2016 in Monthly Notices of the
Royal Astronomical Society. 

The debate over the existence of 
Planet Nine has implications for our
understanding of the solar system’s
evolution and dynamics, particularly
for “the origin and evolution of small
bodies and dwarf planets in the context
of an increasingly complex history of
the solar system,” says Touma. One
must wonder, How did those small
bodies end up where they are, and if
they act in concert the way Selifian and
Touma predict, what does that say
about the nature of our solar system
and how it evolved?  

Speaking to Popular Science, Brown
has praised the physics work in
Selifian’s and Touma’s paper; however,
he believes the odds are that a large

planet is doing the gravitational work,
as the prospect that a disk would hold
itself together long enough to do that
same work is unlikely. Batygin, for his
part, believes there isn’t enough mass
in the distant Kuiper Belt to explain the
formation of a disk, and that Selifian’s
and Touma’s hypothesis presupposes
the existence of a disk too far away
from the sun. 

Researching the existence of a planet
using math and physics—which have
been Selifian’s and Touma’s only tools,
since they lack access to large
telescopes in Beirut—is the dream of
any astrophysicist. It hasn’t been done
since 1846, when Urbain Le Verrier
discovered the existence of the planet
he later named Neptune. 

But why, given advances in satellite
and telescope technology, are we still
unsure about what is out there in our
solar system, a tiny neighborhood of a
much larger galaxy? “The issue here is
the distance scale over which one is
looking and the size of the objects that
one is looking for. So the farther you
are, the dimmer things are. These are
not objects that radiate in and of
themselves,” Touma says. Observing
such objects in the distant solar system
requires near perfect atmospheric
conditions. 

Would it be fair to say that our solar
system has been mapped? “I think it’s
fair to say that most of the mass in the
solar system has been mapped,” says
Touma, “But we certainly haven’t
mapped most of the objects in the solar
system, which tend to be very small, or
in this case, a ten-earth planet [a planet
whose mass is ten times that of earth],
as our colleagues claim.” 

Touma believes the debate will be
settled in a few years, when the Large
Synoptic Survey Telescope goes online
in Chile. 

“The champagne bottles are waiting to
be opened,” says Touma, but it remains
to be seen whether it is the deniers or
proponents of Planet Nine who will be
popping the cork.

The debate over 
the existence of 
Planet Nine has

implications for our
understanding of the

solar system’s
evolution and
dynamics...
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Driving
Beirut’s
Economy

Seen/Scene

Just beyond Main Gate, outside the
restaurants on Bliss Street, which are
always packed full of students, you’ll
see groups of men wearing polo shirts
and hats emblazoned with the logos of
their employers—Zatar w Zeit, Bliss
House, KFC Bliss, Universal Snack.
They’ll be leaning on their bikes,
chatting, smoking, sleeping on the
handle bars, perched on stools on the
edge of the sidewalk, or crowded into
alleyways, staring up at the sides of old
buildings, contemplating their lot. They
are delivery drivers, mostly Syrian
refugees, and are part of Beirut’s
burgeoning courier class. 

AUB Urban Planning Professor Mona
Fawaz, along with Program
Coordinators Dounia Salamé and Isabel
Serhan, both at the Issam Fares
Institute, have tunneled into the daily
lives of these delivery drivers in a

chapter in their new book, Refugees as
City-Makers. They’ve sought to
reinterpret the “refugee” as an active
participant in the life of the city rather
than a passive recipient of its largesse.
They investigate the many obstacles
delivery drivers must navigate to do
their jobs, their precarious legal
situation, and ideas of class solidarity.
Ultimately, they shed light on social
dynamics, often hidden from view,
which speak volumes about the city.

Together they interviewed 23 men
working in 10 restaurants across Beirut
and asked each one to draw a mental
map of the city. They overlaid the
results on top of each other and on top
of an actual map of the city, creating a
cumulative map that shows the degree
to which drivers diverge in their
conceptions of the city. Some see
neighborhoods like Sodeco, Nweiri, and

Discoveries



Verdun as large and square, while
others see them as small and oddly-
shaped. Is this because some simply
have a better understanding of the
city’s geography than others? Perhaps.
But for Fawaz, there’s a philosophical
point to be made: Cities exist only as we
conceive of them—they’re subjective
constructs, not just physical realities.
How we view the city depends on how
we interact with it. Thus, how drivers
view the city ultimately shapes it. And
then there is the more practical fact of
the effect drivers are having on Beirut’s
economy. By moving food, and
sometimes other goods, around the 
city, they’re literally driving it (no pun
intended). 

Fawaz and her colleagues build on
earlier work on the securitization of
Beirut—security checkpoints are
constantly popping up and
disappearing—by describing how
checkpoints act as obstacles for drivers
and as potential sites of exploitation.
“They need to predict and avoid
checkpoints, to maneuver out of getting

a ticket, which can be given randomly,
for example—as happened to one of my
friends, because his motorbike was
apparently noisy.”

Then there’s the delivery drivers’
struggle to maintain legal residence:
“The deliverymen we interviewed
almost unanimously struggled to keep
or find a sponsor (kafeel) and improve
their overall legal situation,” Fawaz
said. And of course, there’s also the
sectarian element, as one of the
delivery drivers interviewed for the
study notes: “I went to pray in the
Zoukak el Blat mosque and they
forbade me because I am Sunni and we
pray differently. My boss was Shia and
he was the one who used to take me
there. There were some men from the
Party who told my boss ‘You're bringing
Salafis here.’ He told me ‘For your
safety, stop coming to pray here,’ so I
started to pray in one of the shops
where we used to get gas.” 

The study enables us to see Beirut
through the eyes of the city’s

scrambling courier class, whose
precarious lives can be summed up by 
a driver’s uneasy feeling: “We risk our
lives–hold our blood on our palms–
and go.”
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R+D
Jessica Hanna  
PhD, Biomedical
Engineering,
projected class 

of 2020 

life before her PhD: I grew up in
Ferzol, a small village in the Beqaa
Valley, Lebanon. After finishing high
school, I moved to Kaslik for my
undergraduate studies and earned a
bachelor’s degree in biomedical
engineering followed by a master’s
degree in biomedical instrumentation
at the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik.

What matters most: Biomedical
engineering is all about solving clinical
problems by innovating new solutions
that can enhance patients’ quality of
life. The ability to have such an impact
on people’s lives is what really matters.
My research is about developing a
continuous, noninvasive glucose-
monitoring device. Such a device would
have a significant impact on the lives of
diabetic patients around the world. 

Research: Diabetic patients are urged
to maintain tight glycemic control by
monitoring their glucose levels
frequently. To do so, they mainly rely on
a finger-prick measurement technique,
which causes a lot of pain and damage
to the finger tissues. Here at AUB, we 

are developing a wearable, continuous,
noninvasive glucose-monitoring device
based on electromagnetic technology.
The electromagnetic waves are
transmitted into the body and the
physical characteristics of the reflected
and/or transmitted waves are processed
and converted into glucose levels by
means of smart algorithms. We
designed and fabricated the first
prototype device and developed the
corresponding algorithms. To test its
performance, we relied on in-vitro, ex-
vivo, and in-vivo experiments. I am
doing this work with advice from
Professors Joseph Costantine, Rouwaida
Kanj, and Assaad Eid in MSFEA’s Radio
Frequency (RF) Lab and Dr. Eid’s lab in
the Faculty of Medicine.

10 am Tuesday, 10 am Saturday: At 10
am Tuesday, I am either in the RF Lab
simulating /fabricating some RF
components or in the medical lab
running some experiments. On
Saturday I am probably away from the
city, spending some quality time with
my family in the village.

Most admires: I admire great minds
that gave humanity the most impactful
inventions without asking for anything
in return. People who started from the
bottom and worked their way up with
an honest approach. I truly respect
successful people who are willing to
share their wide knowledge and
experience with others. 

Why this topic interests her: Besides
improving the quality of life of diabetic
patients, especially children, a
continuous, noninvasive glucose-
monitoring device could pave the way
for the development of a closed loop
artificial pancreas system. Having the
opportunity to contribute more to this
field and change the life of even one
patient is what makes this topic so
interesting to me. 

Discoveries
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They were picked as winners. Can you pick their prizes?

10 awards from 2018 and 2019

1. Rabih Shibli/CCECS 

2. Dean Steve Harvey/OSB

3. Joumana Talhouk

4. Freeman Dyson

5. Najat Saliba

6. EVP Mohamed Sayegh

7. President Fadlo Khuri 

8. Dean Iman Nuwayhid/FHS

9. Ali Bazarbachi

10. Rabab Chamseddine

1. H|2. B|3. F|4. C|5. J|6. E|7. G|8. D|9. A|10. I

A. 2018 Kamal Joumblatt Award for combating cancer and

the growing risk in lebanon

B. University of Pennsylvania Wharton Research Data

Services-SSRN Innovation Award for the EMEA region

C. AUB’s Presidential Science and Humanism Award

D. ACCESS Arab Health Summit, Global leadership Award

E. The Kuwait Prize in the field of fundamental sciences

(biological sciences)

F. Rhodes Scholarship Recipient

G. WHO World No Tobacco Day 2018 Award

H. Fritz Redlich Human Rights Award 

I. Winner of Beirut Poetry Slam 

J. Africa and Middle East laureate, 2019 l’Oreal-UNESCO

For Women in Science Award

Quiz

It was hard to get a seat at the Women in Data
Science (WiDS) conference at OSB on March 1. 
The event, which was organized with the Stanford
Institute for Computational and Mathematical
Engineering (ICME), took part in parallel with the
annual Global WiDS Conference at Stanford
University. 
www.aub.edu.lb/articles/Pages/women-leaders-
data-science-wids19.aspx

Dozens of individuals, including representatives
from the University College London (UCL)-Lancet
Commission, UN agencies, local and international
NGOs, and diplomats, traveled to Beirut to
participate in the regional launch of the 
UCL-Lancet 

Commission report on migration and health at 
FHS on February 8. 
www.aub.edu.lb/fhs/news/Pages/UCL-
LancetCommissionMigrationHealth.aspx

A large and enthusiastic crowd attended Ig Nobel
Prize winner Professor David L. Hu’s talk, “How to
Walk on Water and Climb up Walls,” on March 4.
The Ig Nobel Prize was established in 1991 and
honors “achievements that make people LAUGH
and then THINK.”
www.aub.edu.lb/ignobel/Pages/default.aspx

AUB’s new anti-littering campaign is attracting a 
lot of attention—and helping to clean up streets 
in Hamra. #BINIT

IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED IT



Second-year AUBMC resident Dr. Maria
Abou Nader was on overnight duty at
the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit in July
2017 when an eight-year-old boy, A. K.,
was brought to the emergency room
with sudden loss of consciousness.
Aside from a small, pimple-like mark at
the top of his head, he seemed
outwardly unharmed. Both the doctor
and A.K.’s parents were thus horrified
to learn from a CT scan that the small
mark was a gunshot wound and that
the bullet was lodged deep in his brain.
A. K. never regained consciousness; he
died five days later from cardiac arrest.

The boy had been struck by a stray
bullet fired during an engagement
party. He was one of dozens of
casualties in Lebanon who fall victim to
live ammunition fired randomly and
recklessly into the air to celebrate
festivals and exam results, or to mark
political events and funerals. It was the
first time Abou Nader or Dr. Rana
Sharara-Chami, director of the pediatric
residency program, had encountered
such an injury. As the body was taken
to the morgue, Sharara-Chami promised
the boy’s grieving father, an AUB
employee, that although she did not yet
know how, she would do something
about this preventable, tragic
phenomenon.

The result of this promise is a nascent
campaign called Stray Bullets. Its goals
are to raise awareness of the brutal
effects of celebratory gunfire and the
disproportionate impact on children
and the senior population, to lobby for
a change in the law, and to encourage
community engagement to help tackle
the problem. “According to the law, you
can only indict someone if you can
trace via video recording the origins of
the bullet,” Sharara-Chami says. This is
a near impossible standard of proof
when the injury can occur kilometers
away from the source and more than a

minute after firing. The law, she says,
does not even criminalize offenses, but
punishes them under civil code. 

Sharara-Chami has requested and
received gun death statistics from the
Ministry of Interior for 2016, which do
not specify the number of deaths from
celebratory gunshots. She hopes to use
statistics to make the case for tougher
laws. What the campaign needs is
financial and political support to be
able to run televised public service
announcements, viral social media
campaigns, and forums, and activations
to galvanize public opinion and policy-
makers alike. 

Dr. Abou Nader and Dr. Sharara-Chami
received enthusiastic responses at 
their well-attended “grand rounds”
presentation of the Stray Bullet project
at AUBMC in early February. They are in
the process of developing an app that
lets people report celebratory gunfire
anonymously, and hope that measure
by measure, such instances of gunfire
will die down.

The Tragedies behind Lebanon’s
Celebratory Customs 

Under Discussion

The boy had 
been struck by a stray
bullet fired during an
engagement party. He
was one of dozens of
casualties in Lebanon
who fall victim to live
ammunition fired
randomly and
recklessly . . .

Discoveries26



28Check Up Palliative care physician Hibah Osman works to care for
the patient and change the system

Sahtein Nutritionist Sara Farhat Jarrar’s healthy falafel recipe 32

Wellness
Health and Medicine

31

Spike A smart app for avoiding blood sugar spikes and dips while
out and about

30

Najat Saliba Her work on the hazards of air pollution and water pipe
smoking has garnered international attention 



Check Up: 
Dr. Hibah Osman and
Palliative Care

Wellness



Q. After earning your MD degree at
AUB, you went to the US for
additional training and to pursue
an MPH degree. What prompted
you to pursue an MPH degree? 

A. My passion and drive has always
been social justice. My
undergraduate education was
actually in international
development and sociology—I never
planned to go to medical school. I
later decided to go into medicine
because I felt my theoretical training
was not enough to make a positive
change. I wanted to get more
practical skills, but I also understood
that I needed to be able to operate at
the level of systems to make positive
social change. 

I actually feel that this mix of
medical school and an MPH degree
has been extremely rewarding. I get
the immediate rewards that caring
for patients provides, and I also work
in public health to make the larger
and very necessary changes at the
level of systems that are generally
more challenging. Although it is
more impactful, it takes longer to see
changes at the systems level. The
changes are more difficult to
measure as well. 

Q. How did you get interested in
palliative care?

A. My interest in palliative care came
from caring for seriously ill patients
as a family doctor. I had a 96-year-
old patient whom I loved dearly, and
when she developed advanced
cancer, I saw what a terrible job we
did as physicians managing that
phase in the lives of our patients. 
We didn’t have the training to keep
patients comfortable, and the health
system wasn’t structured to support
their care. It was challenging to
manage patients’ pain because of
restrictions on pain medications.
Doctors and hospitals provide highly
invasive treatments, even when they
know such treatments won’t help
patients, simply because they don’t
know what else to do. Many patients
prefer to stay at home and avoid
hospitals as they get sicker. Until
very recently, it was very challenging
for family and health providers 
to give patients the care they needed
at home. 

Q. I understand that there is more
resistance to palliative care in the
Arab world than in some other
parts of the world. Why do you
think that is?

A. I don’t agree. There is resistance to
palliative care everywhere. Many
people have the mistaken belief that
palliative care is about giving up
hope. And no one wants to give up
hope. This is slowly changing—
perhaps more slowly in the Arab
world, but we’re catching up. 

It’s all in the way palliative care is
framed. Many people (physicians
included) mistakenly see palliative
care as a last resort for patients who
have no options for being cured. In
fact, palliative care is about
supporting patients through difficult
illnesses and treatments even when

curative treatment is being pursued.
When people understand that, they
embrace palliative care; they don’t
resist it. Who would want to resist
comfort and support during a
difficult time?

Q. you established the first palliative
care consultation service in
lebanon at AUBMC in 2013. What
has the response been to this
service?

A. When we launched the program, 
we didn’t know if patients and
families would accept it or whether
physicians would see the value of
our service to them and their
patients. The demand for our
services increased very quickly,
though. This past year we saw almost
double the number of consults that
we saw in the previous year. Patients
appreciate our service because their
pain and discomfort are managed,

and they feel more supported and
more informed. And physicians
value having the palliative care team
work with them to provide their
patients with this extra layer of
support during their treatment. Our
administration sees our services as a
necessary component to providing
excellent comprehensive care to our
patient population.

Q. Are there similar services in other
medical centers in lebanon?

A. Other hospitals have started to
introduce similar services. We are
hoping that over the next few years
palliative care will be part of the
required basic standards for hospital
accreditation and that all hospitals
in Lebanon will have some level of
palliative care for patients who need
it. 

Q. you are the founder of Balsam. 
Can you tell us something about
this NGO?

A. Balsam is a community-based
initiative to provide palliative care at
home to patients who want to avoid
hospitalization as their illness
advances. Studies conducted in the
West have shown that 60-80 percent
of patients with advanced illnesses
would prefer to receive care at home.
We don’t have this data for Lebanon,
but my experience has been that
many patients feel this way. We
established Balsam to meet that
need. Home-based care doesn’t only
meet the needs and choices of
patients, it also significantly reduces
the financial burden on the health
system, so the service that Balsam
provides is extremely important.

Balsam does much more than
provide care to patients. Advocacy,
capacity-building, and research are
important components of our
mission. We have played a key role 
in moving palliative care forward in
Lebanon. AUBMC and Balsam are
now partners and are actively
engaged in an effort to integrate
palliative care into the health system
in Lebanon by working to get it
covered by the Ministry of Public
Health and private insurance
companies. This is a very important
step towards true integration and
will help move palliative care
forward in this country.

Many people 
have the mistaken
belief that palliative
care is about giving
up hope. And no 
one wants to give 

up hope.
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Picture this. You’re out with your
friends, sitting in a coffee shop, lost 
in conversation. Salim is telling you,
again, about that time he took so many
Tylenol pills that his head started
spinning. Suddenly, your head starts
spinning. You feel lightheaded, dizzy. 
Is it the story affecting you
psychosomatically? Your phone buzzes.
Ah! You’ve forgotten to take your
insulin. Thankfully, you downloaded
the Spike Diabetes app yesterday, which
sends you reminders. After your shot,
your energy returns. Salim’s story
somehow becomes interesting again. 

“Let’s go try that new restaurant, Le
Sheikh,” he says. Yes! You’ve heard good
things—fusion cuisine, East meets West.
On the way, you wonder if the meal
might spike your blood sugar. What
does “fusion” entail anyway? As soon as
you arrive, your phone buzzes again.
It’s the Spike app telling you what
dishes to order to keep your blood sugar
under control. Again, Spike has stepped
in to help you avert insulin shock. 

What I’ve described above is, according
to Michelle Ragy (BBA ’18), the ideal
scenario for users of the newly-
launched Spike app—avoiding blood
sugar spikes and dips. Ragy is Spike’s
chief marketing officer, and, as a
diabetic herself, a regular user of the
app. Launched on November 27, 2018,
Spike now counts 8,000 users around
the globe, mostly in the United States
and Germany, though some are in the
MENA region too. 

“Typical diabetes apps will request that
you enter your info. They are there for
you to log moments of shame. On the
other hand, this app sends you
personal notifications based on your
food preferences and location. Spike
acts as a reminder and a guide,” says
Ragy. The company, currently under
advisement from Harvard, MIT, and
King’s College, is in the process of
building a community portal where
users can share and track their
experiences. 

Spike is also making use of Beirut’s
business accelerator environment to
scale up. “We hope to have around
20,000 users by the end of 2019, both
type I and type II.” The Lebanese
population, whose diabetes rate,
according to the World Bank, stood at
12.71 percent in 2017, which is higher
than the global average of 8.48 percent
for that year, could make up a sizeable
portion of new users. 

Ragy joined Spike after an uninspiring
turn as a marketer for Chalhoub Group
in Dubai. “I felt like I wasn’t making a
difference, marketing Swarvoski
products. And I felt like Dubai had no
soul. I didn’t want my life’s mission to
just be work,” she says. “I came back
[from Dubai] and learned that my
brother over the past summer had been
coding for the Spike app. He saw that I
was looking for a job. It felt like a good
fit, like the kind of impact I wanted to
have. I’ve always felt it my mission to
empower diabetics.” 

A Smart
App for
Diabetics

Wellness



A Force for Nature
AUB Professor of Analytic Chemistry
Najat Saliba has done more,
scientifically, to sound the alarm of
pollution in Lebanon than perhaps 
any other academic in the country. 
She and her researchers in her lab at
AUB recently used a particle counter 
to measure the level of toxicants in 
the Beirut air, determining them to 
be seven times higher than in the
notoriously polluted (by American
standards) city of Los Angeles. “This
whole thing started because when I go
home, I get stuck in traffic. I thought,
how many bad particles am I inhaling
when I get stuck in traffic?” Saliba says.

Saliba has taken specific aim at the
myth that smoking water pipes is
relatively harmless compared to
cigarette smoking. “People thought it
was a very healthy way to smoke—it’s
not true. When someone smokes an
hour of water pipe, it’s the equivalent 

of two packs of cigarettes,” she
explains. For her work on ferreting 
out the atmospheric conditions and
habits making us sick, and for being 
a prominent woman in science who
champions other women in science,
Saliba was named the Africa and the
Middle East laureate in the 2019 L’Oreal-
UNESCO For Women in Science Award
(FAWS), which recognizes five
distinguished women scientists from
five continents; as laureate, a banner
with her photo will hang for a time at
Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport. 

Her goal, she says, is to do research 
that is “locally-relevant.” Working with
Dean Alan Shihadeh at the Maroun
Semaan Faculty of Engineering and
Agriculture, she has helped make 
AUB a global authority on the harmful
effects of waterpipe smoking. Thanks 
to their work, AUB was named a
knowledge hub that supports the 
aims of the World Health Organization
Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control. Saliba and her team are poised
to establish a similar level of authority
in testing the toxic components of
electronic cigarettes, with several peer-
reviewed publications already setting
the research agenda. 

In her office in the Department of
Chemistry building, Saliba has
produced some 78 publications that
have been cited 3,200 times, according
to Google Scholar. 

A key part of her success in building
relationships with students and faculty
alike and producing scholarship is her
gentle, humble, yet resolute demeanor.
It is this attitude that has allowed her to
build such a dynamic, productive lab in
Lebanon, and to build and maintain

strong relationships with faculty
around the Middle East and across 
the world. 

In addition to her lab work, Saliba 
also heads AUB’s Nature Conservation
Center (NCC), the only transdisciplinary
academic center addressing nature
conservation in the MENA region. The
center, like Saliba, is multifaceted,
leading the way in Lebanon in
promoting biodiversity and
conservation culture, and addressing
environmental threats. She has even
waded into the policy world, producing,
along with colleagues, a roadmap for
addressing the waste management
issues that led to trash buildup and
protests across Lebanon. 

Indeed, Saliba is a one-woman force 
for nature, and AUB is grateful to count
her among its faculty. 

For her work on
ferreting out the
atmospheric

conditions and habits
making us sick . . .

Saliba was named the
Africa and the Middle
East laureate in the

2019 L’Oreal-UNESCO
For Women in 
Science Award

Banner, Charles de Gaulle Airport
February 2019
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Sahtein
Baked Falafel 
Sara Farhat Jarrar (BS ’06, MS ’10)

INGREDIENTS FOR FAlAFEl DOUGH:

• 3 cups dried chickpeas 
• 1/3 cup dark finely ground bulgur 
• 2 medium yellow onions
• 2 bunches Italian parsley (with stems)
• 1 bunch coriander (with stems)
• 2 tbsp pressed garlic (~6 medium cloves)
• 3 tbsp water
• 2 tbsp olive oil
• 3.5 tsp cumin
• 1.5 tsp turmeric
• 2 tsp salt
• 1/3 tsp black pepper
• 3 tsp baking powder
• 1.5 tsp baking soda
• cayenne pepper (optional) 

INGREDIENTS FOR TAHINI SAUCE:

• ½ cup tahini paste
• ½ cup water
• ¼ cup lemon juice with pulp (~1 medium

lemon)
• 1 tbsp pressed garlic (~3 medium cloves) 
• ¼ tsp salt

PREPARATION:

Soak the chickpeas and baking soda in water 
for 16 hours. Drain and rinse. 
Whisk the tahini sauce ingredients in a small
bowl and set in the refrigerator.  
Rinse the bulgur a couple times then drain,
pressing dry. Mix the bulgur and water in a small
bowl, then stir in the olive oil, garlic, spices, and
baking powder. Set aside. In two batches, process
the onions with the parsley and coriander
(discard only the dry/damaged bottoms of the
long stems) in a food processor until finely
chopped, scraping down the sides as needed. Set
aside in a large bowl. Similarly, in two batches,
process the hydrated chickpeas and bulgur mix in
a food processor until a coarse paste is formed.

Add to the bowl containing the onions and leafy
greens, then mix well by hand. Grease a pan
(recommended dimensions: 12in x16in or similar)
with some olive oil. Spread the falafel dough onto
the pan, gently patting down until the surface is
even. Cover with aluminum foil. Bake in a
preheated oven at 375°F for one hour, on the
middle rack. Switch to the broil setting at 500°F,
uncover the falafel, keep on the middle rack, and
bake for 10 to 15 minutes, or until the top turns a
light golden color. Enjoy a slice of falafel drizzled
with tahini sauce and eaten plain with tomatoes,
parsley, radishes, and pickled turnips, or made
into a sandwich on whole wheat pita bread. 

Makes 15 slices of falafel and 20 tablespoons of
tahini sauce.

GOOD FOR yOU? The expert weighs in...

Baked falafel with tahini sauce is a nutritious and
hearty meal, much lower in calories and fat than
its traditionally fried version. Heart-healthy
unsaturated fats from chickpeas, olive oil, and
tahini constitute the majority of the fat content.
This dish offers a good amount of protein and
fiber, as well as many minerals–namely calcium,
iron, phosphorus, and potassium–and some B
vitamins (folate and niacin). It also provides
polyphenols and antioxidants thanks to the
onions, garlic, coriander, parsley, cumin, and
turmeric. Eating falafel with fresh vegetables
further packs the meal with fiber, micronutrients,
polyphenols, and antioxidants. 

This vegan Middle Eastern
street food, traditionally 
deep-fried, gets a healthy 
and convenient makeover by
being flat-pressed in a pan 
and baked in the oven. 

While recipes differ between
countries, with most calling 
for a combination of fava
beans and chickpeas, I prefer
using only chickpeas, and I am
sure those who are at risk of
favism will be pleased!
– Sara

Sara (MS, LD) is a former
nutrition research assistant 
at FAFS. Her cookbook of
healthy recipes will be
published in 2019/2020. 
Follow her on Instagram
(homemade_healthyandwhole)
or Facebook (Sara Farhat
Jarrar). 

Per falafel slice: Calories (kcal): 191;
protein (g): 9.4; fat (g): 4.5;
carbohydrates (g): 31; fiber (g): 8.8

Per tahini sauce tablespoon: Calories
(kcal): 37; protein (g): 1; fat (g): 3.2;
carbohydrates (g): 1.6; fiber (g): 0.6

Send your recipe
submissions to
maingate@aub.edu.lb
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Many 
Instruments, 
One Orchestra

Bold Steps

“We all recognize 
the challenges, 
but we must

work together—
equally, fairly, and
respectfully—in 

all areas.”  

Impact



That is how Provost Mohamed Harajli
describes AUB; “There are so many
components to this university,” says
Harajli, “but they are all related.” On
the topic of student diversity, he
says,“When we talk about student
diversity, we mean all types of diversity:
geographic, socio-economic, cultural—
it’s so important and really does have 
a transformative impact on students.”
Harajli attended AUB during the
Lebanese Civil War, earning his BE in
civil engineering with distinction in
1979, when AUB was a less diverse
campus than previously. “It was not
until I went to the US to earn my
master’s and PhD degrees that I met
people from different backgrounds. I
learned so much about tolerance and
respect for others who have different
points of view,” he remembers. “This
experience changed me.”

The key to making AUB the diverse
community it once was is scholarships.
There are now close to 500 full-
scholarship students at AUB who
participate in the Middle Eastern
Partnership Initiative (MEPI) –
Tomorrow’s Leaders, USAID University
Scholarship, Mastercard Foundation

Scholars, and
the Abdulla 
Al Ghurair
Foundation 
for Education
(AGFE) STEM
Scholars
programs.
Beginning in fall
2019, AUB will
also be home to
16 women
students from
Afghanistan,
thanks to the
Education for
Leadership in
Crisis program.
These and other
scholarship
programs, which
are under the
umbrella of AUB’s

Leadership Equity and Diversity (LEAD)
Initiative, provide students with full
tuition, academic and psychosocial
counseling, and a stipend to cover
living expenses. Two key components
of all LEAD programs are civic
engagement and leadership training.
AUB’s CCECS is taking the lead in

organizing these activities, which
include volunteering rotations,
leadership development workshops,
internships with community partners,
and student-led community service
projects across Lebanon. “The LEAD
Initiative is pioneering a new model for
undergraduate education at AUB,”
explains Harajli, “one that is much
more comprehensive and provides 
not just top-rate academics, but also
community service and the support 
that students need to successfully
transition to the workplace.” Harajli
says that the goal is to make these
opportunities available to all
undergraduate students at AUB.

Raising money for financial aid is one
of the priorities of the BOLDLY AUB
campaign. In addition to the $100
million campaign target, President
Khuri has also announced a second
goal: to raise an additional $100 million
for students from Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Palestine, and Syria. “It used
to be that 55 percent of our students
were from the region. I think our goal
should be to return to that,” says
Harajli.

Another area that is getting a lot of the
provost’s attention—and in which there
have been some dramatic changes—is
faculty recruitment: AUB recruited 85
new members to its faculty in 2018-19
from more than 15 countries. “Job
security is critically important to
keeping and attracting good faculty,
which is one of the reasons why we
worked so hard to reinstate tenure,”
says Harajli. Endowed faculty chairs
and research centers of excellence also
help attract faculty. They, too, are
priorities of the BOLDLY AUB
campaign. 

Harajli says faculty also like working at
a university where they know they will
have the tools and support they need to
do research. “There are many spaces on
campus that cry out for renovation—
laboratories, classrooms, and offices,”
he says. AUB is also planning to build
new facilities such as a school of
architecture and design, a center for
advancement in science and
engineering, a science education and
research complex, a conference and
performing arts center, and a student
center. These buildings are all part of
the recently approved Campus Master

Plan. There are also plans for a
humanities building on upper campus.
“The Faculty of Arts and Sciences has
been neglected for far too long, but no
longer,” says Harajli. “There is so much
history tied up with the storied
buildings on upper campus. These
spaces are also among the most heavily
used by our students. Many of them are
in urgent need of care and attention.” 

Another priority of the BOLDLY
campaign is to raise funds for faculty
and student research. “We also need to
increase funding for PhD students,”
says Harajli. “We have been successful
in attracting research funds, but we
can—and we must—do better. I think all
professors need to take responsibility in
this area. We recognize that it is much
harder to get funding for some types of
research, but all professors should try,”
he says. 

Harajli gets especially excited when 
he talks about establishing a school 
of computing. “I don’t mean a physical
structure,” he explains, “but a virtual
school that combines the expertise that
we already have in the areas of data
analysis and management, AI, machine
learning, etc.” Harajli notes that these
are all “hot topics” that attract a lot of
student interest. “We want the different
units to team up and work together.”
Promoting e-learning at AUB is also 
one of Harajli’s top priorities. “AUB is
seriously looking to expand online
learning. We are committed to
providing a first-rate education, be it
classical or online.”

The health sciences are also strategic
areas of growth for the university.
Harajli is working with the president to
mobilize AUB resources and to achieve
greater coordination among health
science disciplines. “The goal of this
administration is to create a Health
Sciences Campus at AUB—one that
includes our Faculty of Health Sciences,
Faculty of Medicine, the Global Health
Institute, the Rafic Hariri School of
Nursing, and components of other
faculties as well,” he explains. “We all
recognize the challenges, but we must
work together—equally, fairly, and
respectfully—in all areas,” he says. “At
the end of the day, we are all playing in
the same orchestra.”
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In Conversation with Professor
George Saliba: Uncovering Myths
Surrounding Arabic and Islamic
Science and Philosophy

Impact



Distinguished scholar George Saliba
has spent half a century studying the
history of Arabic and Islamic science
and its impact on the modern world. He
recently joined AUB’s faculty as the first
Jabre Khwarizmi Chair of Arabic and
Islamic Science and as the founding
director of the Farouk Jabre Center for
Arabic and Islamic Science and
Philosophy at the university. 

Dr. Saliba holds degrees from AUB and
UC Berkeley and previously taught at
Columbia University. His extensive
research is summed up in his best-
known work Islamic Science and the
Making of the European Renaissance,
which has been translated into six
languages. He received the History of
Astronomy Prize from the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences in 1996. He has also served as
Distinguished Senior Scholar at the
John W. Kluge Center of the Library of
Congress (2005-06) and as a Carnegie
Scholar (2009-10). 

He sat down with us to discuss the field
of Arabic and Islamic science and
philosophy and to share his vision for
the future of the Farouk Jabre Center for
Arabic and Islamic Science and
Philosophy. 

Q: What drove you to follow this path
in your career? Was there a particular
mission or inspiration?

A: I came to the study of Arabic science
and philosophy in a circuitous way,
mainly driven by inspiration. In the
1960s AUB hosted a series of six
lectures on Islamic science and
philosophy by the distinguished
historian-turned-philosopher and first-
rate orator, Seyyed Hussein Nasr. In the
span of those lectures, Nasr managed to
multiply the audience from a relatively
manageable size that could be seated in

the West Hall auditorium during the
first lecture to an overflowing crowd
during the sixth lecture that had to be
moved to Assembly Hall, with loud
speakers reaching people sitting on the
grass outside. During that last lecture, I
happened to be standing next to the
late history professor Nicolas Ziadeh,
who turned to me and said, “Saliba!
You are a student of mathematics, and
you know Arabic, look around you and

watch the interest in the subject of the
history of Arabic science that is so
obviously manifested by this crowd!
Shouldn’t you consider responding to
this need?” In hindsight, I can now say
that the seed of my interest in the
subject was first planted by Professor
Ziadeh’s question. The rest is history.

Q: What is your take on how Arabic
and Islamic science and philosophy
are perceived nowadays in the world,
and especially in the region? What
are some misconceptions?

A: Half a century ago, when I first
became interested in the subject,
academic circles spoke of Arabic
science and philosophy as an exotic
subject, to be studied for two main
reasons. The first was utilitarian,
aiming to recover scientific and
philosophical texts that were lost in the

original Greek and were only preserved
in classical Arabic translations and
commentaries. The second was a
genuine interest to discover the manner
in which Arabic writers reacted to the
Greek legacy that they translated. But
in both cases, the subject of Arabic
science and philosophy was considered
peripheral to the trajectory of the main
course of science and philosophy
whose perimeters were often
determined by questions raised in
European intellectual circles, especially
during the Age of Reason and the
Enlightenment that followed. 

The Arabic and Islamic world, having
been deeply colonized by the same
Europeans who were creating the Age
of Reason and the Enlightenment,
internalized this vision and thus, by
adopting it, thought of their own
culture as somehow deficient when
compared to the victorious colonizing
Europe. As a result, intellectuals living
in this region, even those to whom we
attribute the Nahda (renaissance) of the
nineteenth century, satisfied
themselves with the impressions they
received from European Orientalists
and, on the whole, did not examine
their own legacy in its own right.

Q: What is your view on the so-called
“decline of Arabic and Islamic
science”? What does the historical
record say actually happened, and
why?

A: The most detrimental effect of this
frame of mind was that it produced a
self-fulfilling prophecy. With the Arabic
legacy marginalized beforehand, its
intellectual sources were left to
languish in uncatalogued manuscript
collections all over the world instead of
being studied in earnest. When people
do not expect to find any originality in a
culture, the prophecy fulfills itself and
thus they do not find anything worthy
of their attention, even when they
attempt to read the sources. Lazy minds
were comfortable pronouncing the last
half millennium of Arabic and Islamic
culture to be an age of decline. 

Lazy minds 
were comfortable

pronouncing the last
half millennium of
Arabic and Islamic
culture to be an age 

of decline. 
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The orientalists who developed the
periodization theory in the first place
and broke it up into golden ages and
ages of decline played a large role in
fulfilling this prophecy as well. I have
already written about the distortions
introduced, for example, by the famous
late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century French orientalist, Carra de
Vaux (1867-1953), who translated one of
the most original chapters in the work
of the distinguished thirteenth-century
polymath Nasīr al-Dīn al-Tūsī (d. 1274),
and at the end pronounced the contents
of that chapter to be a form of
mesquinerie (pettiness). Later studies,
conducted within the last fifty years or
so, unearthed from the same chapter
the most far-reaching response ever
written in Arabic in objection to the
cosmological and mathematical failings
of the Greek mathematical and
astronomical legacy. The very same
chapter also contained an original
mathematical theorem, first formulated
by Tūsī, that was “borrowed”
wholesale, designations of geometric
points and all, by none other than the
famous Renaissance astronomer
Nicolas Copernicus (d. 1543), who is
often called the father of modern
astronomy.

Q: What do you see the Farouk Jabre
Center for Arabic and Islamic Science
and Philosophy achieving in the near
and far future?

A: Being a brand new center, the first
order of business is to lay the long-term
foundations from the very beginning,
both physically and intellectually.
AUB’s facilities staff did a marvelous
job rehabilitating the Observatory
building to serve as the seat of the
center, a feat in and of itself,
considering the symbolic and historic
significance of the building. 

On the intellectual level the center is off
to an exciting start. The overwhelming
audience that showed up for the
inaugural event far exceeded our
wildest expectations. For me it was a
clear sign of a widespread interest in
the mission of the center, both at the
local AUB community level and at the
level of Lebanese society at large. That
is very encouraging. 

I plan to harness that interest by
designing research programs and
activities that keep this very
enthusiastic community well-engaged
and connected to the center. In the long
run I see the center as a focal point
drawing together historians,
intellectuals, faculty, students, and
general members of the larger
community into an extended family.
And I see the center as a production
crucible bringing together local
researchers with a group of postdocs
and visiting scholars that the center
plans to recruit. I also see the center as
an agent that will recover AUB’s
leadership position in championing
and producing the highest
groundbreaking scholarship in Arabic
science and philosophy. The center also
aims to capitalize on Jafet Library’s
relatively rich collection of archives and
manuscripts and on the highly
specialized resources assembled by
generations of distinguished
visionaries, starting with the founding
father Cornelius Van Dyck and ending
with Edward Kennedy. 
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courtesy of
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In the last 50 years, few have advanced
our understanding of cancer more than
biomedical researchers Harold E.
Varmus and J. Michael Bishop, joint
Nobel Prize winners for Physiology and
Medicine in 1989. The duo’s research
described oncogenes, or cancer-causing
genes, which identified the causality of
viral infection in certain cancers, and
enabled scientists to develop animal
models that have vastly increased our
ability to treat human forms of the
disease. Professor Varmus, who visited
AUB in February, is also an eminent
scientific leader who served as head 
of the US National Institutes of Health,
the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center, and the National Cancer
Institute, among other high-profile
advisory roles.

Three Nobel laureates were hosted on
campus last year (Sir Ian Fraser, Wole
Soyinka, and Muhammad Yunus), each
leaving a deep and lasting impression.
What distinguishes Harold Varmus’s
visit is that the agenda was entirely
student-led from start to finish. Several
strands link Professor Varmus to AUB.
He graduated from Amherst College,

the alma mater of AUB’s founder 
Daniel Bliss, and has had friendships
with the late Dr. Calvin Plimpton,
former AUB president, and our alumna
and current trustee, Dr. Huda Zoghbi.
When Dr. Varmus fell into conversation
with current PhD student Nataly Naser
Al Deen*, who was representing AUB
and Lebanon at the 68th Lindau Nobel
Laureate Meeting, he expressed a
sincere interest in visiting AUB. Al 
Deen immediately set about making
that happen.

Dr. Varmus’s intellectual brilliance
accommodates personable
approachability, civic-mindedness, 
and a strong generosity of spirit. He
delivered two world-class lectures on
February 15 and 18: one on how
students might plan a successful career
in science, as part of the Biology
Department’s Carol Bellamy Seminar
Series; and one at AUBMC on the
scientific discoveries that led to his
Nobel Prize. Dr. Varmus also spent
many hours meeting graduate and
undergraduate students and research
faculty from different science and
biomedical departments. It is fair to 

say that, while he inspired everyone
who met or listened to his talks, he 
was also very impressed with the high
quality of scientific research, educators,
and students he encountered at AUB. 

A Student-led Agenda for a Nobel
Laureate’s Visit
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*see R + D,
MainGate Fall
2018/Winter
2019, pg. 26 
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On Law and Feminism 
in the Arab World: 
“The debate rages 
and has yet to settle”
An interview with AUB Visiting Professor Lama Abu-Odeh

“Law is 
primary—it is 

the privileged form 
of state governance—
to enact change in
society, law is
foundational.”

Impact



Abu-Odeh recently joined AUB as a
visiting professor and as the Altaf S. Al
Sabah Visiting Chair in Women and
Societal Development Studies. She is a
professor of law at the Georgetown
University Law Center and taught
courses at Stanford Law School,
including Criminal Law, Comparative
Family Law, Islamic Law, and a seminar
entitled “Nations, Races, and Religion.”
She was also a writing instructor in the
Graduate Program and the coordinator
of Special Academic Projects, Islamic
Legal Studies Program, at Harvard Law
School. Abu-Odeh worked as legal
counsel at the World Bank’s Middle
East/North Africa Division, and as an
elections observer for the United
Nations during South Africa's first
democratic elections.

Discussing her long career in law, Abu-
Odeh argues that “Law is primary—it is
the privileged form of state governance;
to enact change in society, law is
foundational.” She adds, “I very much
cherish finding myself in a field that
allows, nay, compels me, to think of
law’s distributional role in our lives and
to think hard on how to shift the rules
to make our lives more equitable, more
moral, and therefore more livable.”

Q. What is your take on women’s
political and legal empowerment
in the region? Where are we in
comparison to the rest of the
world?

A. There is a vibrant and complex
women’s movement that surfaced
with the Arab Spring in every
country in the Arab world. It is
driven by young women for whom
the forms of male domination that
were internalized as the status quo
by the older generation of women,
including myself, are no longer
acceptable. This movement is
producing theoretical, activist, and
doctrinal contributions and
proposals that are unprecedented in
the history of women’s activism in
the Arab world. It is a thrilling time
to live for me as a feminist.
It seems to me that when it comes to
law and the various movements
advocating legal reform for women,
we are living at the time of second-
wave American feminism. We are at
the cusp of changing laws
concerning the “separate spheres”
that the socially conservative society

saw as the appropriate form of legal
regulation. Arab feminists, like their
cohorts in the second wave, are
grappling with the meaning of “sex
difference/sameness” as an
intervention in the ideology of
“separate spheres.” The debate rages
and has yet to settle. Mind you, the
pushback from the ruling
conservative ideology is also fierce. 

Q. In your opinion, what role can
women play in transforming the
Arab world? Do you see any
possible changes in the law
systems in the region that would
act as a catalyst to this
transformation? 

A. Women are fundamental to change,
and Arab female employment is still
the lowest in the world. I should say
Lebanon is an exception here with a
high rate of female employment
compared to any other Arab country.
Generally, there is still a kind of
lockdown on Arab women’s potential
inside an institution of marriage that
allows women the security of
financial support by husbands but
that also isolates them from the
public spheres controlled by men.
Inside marriage, women learn to
internalize the cost of financial
support by husbands in the form of a
life of domesticity that can be

tarnished with abuse and violence,
while also enjoying the financial
security.

And even when women become
employed, they are tied down by the
burden of legal rules that make their
employment costly and hard to
translate into influence in the public
sphere. Public employment itself
doesn’t necessarily free women, but
it is always a good start. This cost
shapes women’s desires of what they
want for themselves. Rules
concerning family law, social
security, and sexual harassment in
the workplace have to be changed in
order to reduce the cost of public
employment to women and to propel
women to public and political
careers. 

The political class in the Arab world
is almost completely male. We are
trapped outside the realm of
decision-making. We don’t control
the decisions that touch our lives, let
alone the lives of men. Young
women, representing the
dissatisfaction with the status quo,
are standing outside the gate
banging and asking to be let in.

Q. What can a university like AUB do
to influence and participate in
making a positive change in this
field in the region? 

A. It is my view that the time is ripe for
AUB to pick up law as a primary
subject of instruction. Law is the
privileged language of the state and
of legal advocacy. For AUB not to
offer instruction on law means that
AUB’s enlightened traditions are not
being translated into legal advocacy,
nor is AUB contributing to the
shaping of the professional field
from whose ranks women and men
of the state are birthed. I sense a
hunger among students for legal
education on campus, and I think
AUB with its links to American
education has a role to play in
translating the American traditions
of constitutionalism and civil rights
advocacy to the Arab world. There is
demand for this translation to take
place and other universities are
trying to meet it with various degrees
of success. I do believe, though, that
none can do it better than AUB.

I sense a 
hunger among
students for legal

education on campus,
and I think AUB with
its links to American
education has a role to
play in translating the
American traditions 
of constitutionalism

and civil rights
advocacy to the 
Arab world.
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At a table in a lounge area at AUB sits
Rima Kaddoura (BS ’16, MPH ’18) in
front of a black braille display attached
to a MacBook Pro. A research assistant
at AUB’s Department of Emergency
Medicine, she relies on assistive
technology to help the department
parse and find trends amidst the vast
quantity of statistics it produces daily.
“I have a screen reader on my
computer, which, as the name suggests,
reads the screen,” Kaddoura explains. 

Kaddoura is one of over a hundred
students at AUB who relies on assistive
technology. She and others like her
were the focus of the ABLE
(Accessibility for a Bolder Learning
Experience) Summit held this past April
at AUB to help students access and
succeed in higher education
environments and in the workforce
through the dissemination of best
practices, technological breakthroughs,
policy challenges, and success stories. 

To that end, participants included
representatives from IT firms such as
Microsoft, two Lebanese government
ministers, NGOs, and students, like

Kaddoura, who have overcome
disabilities to succeed in higher
education. 

As an institution of higher learning,
AUB stands far ahead of its peers in
Lebanon and the Arab world in terms of
digital accessibility. It takes
accessibility into account when making
IT purchases, and it is in the process of
updating accessibility policies. The
university’s website also meets current
disability standards. 

In his welcoming remarks, President
Fadlo Khuri said, “In the MENA region,
sadly, there is limited dedicated support
for students with disabilities and the
technology they need has been slow to
arrive… At AUB, it is one of our
overarching goals to make higher
education available and accessible to
everyone, without exception. We and
our peer educational institutions in the
region are at the very beginning of a
long, but absolutely necessary journey
towards being able to provide an
entirely accessible higher education
experience regardless of the diverse
abilities of our students.”

AUB CIO Yousif Asfour characterized
the summit’s goals as an extension 
of the United Nations Sustainable
Development goals, particularly in
providing quality education and
reducing inequality. 

A common refrain echoed in speeches
over the course of the three-day summit
was the idea that the special needs
population represents a vast, untapped
pool of workers who, through
technology, could maximize their
contribution to society and thus reap a
larger share of its rewards.

Although Law 220, which secures basic
rights for the disabled, has been on the
books since May 2000, it is not as
widely enforced as it should be. The
summit sought to drive that point
home, and to remind the world that,
“Special need or not, equal access is
your right.” 

More Accessible Higher Education 
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Pursuits
There was a time, in the post-World War II
environment, when the United States and the
Soviet Union were stacking up arms and dividing
the world into camps of allies and enemies.
Around that time, groups of countries chose not
to take sides in the main geopolitical battle. It 
was the era of decolonization, and the spirit of
solidarity could be felt strongly among nations
that had experienced colonialism. They banded
together, forming various international
organizations: the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity
Organization, the Non-Aligned Movement, and
the Organization of Solidarity with the People of
Asia, Africa and Latin America. It wasn’t just
politicians banding together. Thinkers and artists
from various parts of the colonized and newly
decolonizing world connected as well. The
exchange of ideas and perspectives between those
anti-colonial activists, writers, and artists of that
time are the subjects of a new research program
called Afro-Asian Futures Past getting underway
at universities across the Global South.

Assistant Professor of Sociology Anaheed
Al-Hardan and Assistant Professor of English

Tariq Mehmood Ali, along with professors from
the Universities of Ghana, Cape Town, and the
Witwatersrand, have formed, with support of 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, a research
program to “investigate the political, social, and
cultural flows that were happening at the time
between Asian and African anti-colonial thinkers,
writers, and activists,” says Al-Hardan.

The program will be executed over four years 
and will result in workshops, publications, new
courses, and the acquisition of primary source
documents from the era, which will be housed at
the partner institutions. “It’s a large heritage that
has been overlooked and a growing number of
scholars are finally revisiting this era,” Al-Hardan
says. “Given the role played by Beirut and the
Arab world more generally, particularly Egypt, 
in these networks, AUB is particularly
well-positioned to become a leading center for
scholarship in this area of research.”

The program is just getting started, so be on the
lookout for future news in upcoming issues of
MainGate.

Anaheed Al-Hardan

Assistant Professor of
Sociology 

Tariq Mehmood Ali

Assistant Professor of
English 

How Colonized
Peoples Found 

a Means of 
Exchanging Ideas

Shadi Hamadeh

Director of the Environment
and Sustainable
Development Unit 

Helping the Rural
Poor Adapt 

Scattered throughout the Beqaa Valley, along
Lebanon’s mountainous eastern edge, are dozens
of rural communities, who for generations have
farmed the land, producing dairy products, 
wine, and in some cases, opium, among other
agricultural products. Yet climate change, the war
on drugs, and global competition have whittled
away their livelihoods. To counteract that trend,
the World Food Programme (WFP) has set up the
CLIMAT program to train women, youth, and
farmers in sustainable agricultural practices and
smart food processing. The WFP has asked AUB’s
Environment and Sustainable Development Unit
(ESDU) to lead the program’s implementation. 

The $1 million project will support the training 
of roughly 700 direct beneficiaries in 17 villages
across the Beqaa. Drawing from its own lists and

networks, the WFP will draw up selection criteria.
The ESDU, under the direction of Shadi Hamadeh,
will supervise the actual training. 

“We’ll be teaching them all kinds of alternative
crops and technologies. There’s also a component
dealing with marketing, and a big workshop on
designing rugs in Arsal,” says Hamadeh. Most of
the trainers are AUB graduates recruited through
AUB channels, with some coming from other
universities around Lebanon. “We believe in 
local food systems, small producers, and the
empowerment of rural women. We are trying to
create rural-urban market linkages,” Hamadeh
says. The project runs from October 2018 through
September 2019. 

Pursuits
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The author and professor Joseph
Campbell wrote, “People say that what
we’re all seeking is a meaning for life. 
I don’t think that’s what we’re really
seeking. I think that what we’re seeking
is an experience of being alive.” Nazlee
Radboy’s choice to leave her native
Seattle, Washington, and attend college
in Lebanon brings to mind Campbell’s
words—Radboy left her comfort zone
for the experience of being alive.

With the encouragement of her family,
Radboy chose AUB so she could live in
an environment where she could tap
into everything that matters to her—
courage, introspection, and empathy.
As a sophomore and Media Studies
major, she is free to pursue justice and
representation through journalism, and
she finds herself sharing ideas in new
and interesting ways to elevate and
illuminate the truth of her subjects. 

Already, Nazlee has photographed 
a march against the abuse and
exploitation of domestic workers for 
the International Domestic Workers 
Day Protest. She is a columnist for

Watchdogs Gazette, the student-run
online newspaper. She has written
about Beirut’s vibrant culture for Daily
Star newspaper, and she’s challenged
Iranian cultural institutions for
Muftah.org, a website dedicated to
diverse and inclusive representation 
of the MENA region, Central Asia, and
Eastern Europe. Muftah plans “to keep
expanding to other parts of the globe
that are similarly misunderstood and
misrepresented by mainstream media
outlets.” Her ongoing Instagram series,
“DIS-ORIENT-ED,” playfully explores
exaggerated Arab and Asian
perceptions. “I knew I wanted to
showcase the various identities I’ve
come across in Lebanon and
misrepresent them in a way the subjects
were comfortable with. I wanted to
exaggerate my friends’ whimsical
attitudes about their own identities
while maintaining the natural, almost
apathetic expression exhibited in the
old sepia portraiture of our
grandparents.” Follow Nazlee on
Instagram to see her work
@nazleeradboy 

Radboy makes the most of her time 
in Lebanon and in the region. She’s
traveled to Armenia, Iran, Egypt, and
Cyprus, and future trips will mark up
her passport with stamps from
Tajikistan, India, Sri Lanka, Bosnia,
Morocco, and Italy. As a college student
and journalist, Radboy is also learning
the art of keeping a full schedule
without tacking on unnecessary
adrenaline and stress. She attributes
this shift in her perspective to the
Lebanese cultural mindset of
spontaneity and presence. Every day,
she draws inspiration from engaging
with her professors and peers, and from
walking around Beirut. And every day
she feels her worldview broadening,
along with her cultural knowledge and
competence. The decision to leave her
country to study internationally has
taught Radboy how to be comfortable
living outside her comfort zone. 

A Native
Seattleite Steps
out of Her
Comfort Zone
and into Beirut

“Crossing borders” was the theme of issue 7 of
Rusted Radishes: Beirut Literary and Art Journal, 
the wonderful literary magazine that AUB English
Department faculty Rima Rantisi and Crystal
Hoffman founded in 2012. 

IFI organized a youth conference to discuss
Lebanon’s water future on March 13 with Water
Access and Development (WAAD), an EU-funded
collaboration. Students from AUB, Beirut Arab

University (in the Beqaa), Phoenicia University 
(in south Lebanon), and Balamand University
participated in the day-long conference that was
live-streamed to students around Lebanon. 

AUB athletes Peter Khoury, Marina Fenianos, 
Hiba Itani, and Nour Chanouha excelled at the
Universities XC Championship in March, winning
first, second, third, and sixth places.

IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED IT
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Looking at Rania Matar’s photographs
of women—young, adolescent, and
middle-aged—feels like looking into
their souls. The women’s eyes let you in
without pretense or a selfie smile. The
experience is arresting in its intimacy.

In 2002, Matar, relatively new to
photography, found herself in the
Shatila refugee camp in southern
Beirut. Shocked at the conditions, 
she began to take pictures and get to
know her subjects, mostly women 
and children. “It was then that I got 
a valuable piece of advice,” she says.
“Someone who had seen the photos I
took of my own children told me I
needed to achieve that same level of
intimacy in the camps. I had to
overcome being intimidated. I grew
more comfortable. Intimacy is a big
part of the work.”

Architecture was actually Matar’s first
professional pursuit. Born in Beirut,
she studied at AUB from 1982-1984—the
dangerous, difficult years. She then
transferred to Cornell, graduated with
an architecture degree, and moved to
Boston. 

In spite of the hard times, Matar
remembers AUB with great fondness. 
“I think the brain is selective in its
memories,” she says. “Even though 
a lot of my friends left, and the
conditions were dangerous, I remember
it as good.”

Like her own mother, Matar dated the
man who would become her husband
at AUB, and they moved together to the
United States. “We thought it would be
for a short time, but we’ve been here

From Her Perspective:
Rania Matar’s Intimate,
Vulnerable Portraits
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since 1984.” Ten years after they left
Lebanon, the couple had twins, a boy
and a girl, followed by another girl 
and boy. 

“I got into photography in 2000
because I wanted to take pictures of my
kids. I ended up falling in love with the
darkroom and the craft.”

September 11, 2001 brought another
change for Matar. “The news at that
time was so stark, showing a portrait of
the Middle East that I knew to be one-
dimensional. It was all about them
versus us. I began to think about my
identity in a new way. ‘Who am I?’ I
asked. ‘I was them and us.’ ”

Matar wanted to tell a different story 
of the Middle East—one she knew from
her own family and time there—so she
began to return to Lebanon to take
photos. Subconsciously, she focused 
on women and children. “The women
were such a powerful force in the
camps. People would ask me where 
the men were in my photos and I just
thought, Oops, where are they?” 
When her older daughter was 15, Matar
was ready to photograph closer to
home again, and she began to focus on
teenage girls. She would photograph
her daughter with her friends and then
each girl by herself, and eventually
each girl in her own bedroom. 

“I quickly realized,” she says, “how
similar the girls in the United States
were to the girls in the Middle East.
Girls are girls—there is a shared
humanity and sameness. Looking at 
my work, a viewer can forget what
country they’re looking at.”

The photo that became the cover of
Matar’s 2012 book, A Girl and Her
Room, shows Christilla, platinum-
haired, toenails painted, with her feet
propped up on her DVD collection,
looking not so different from the giant
print of Marilyn Monroe on the wall
behind her. “The picture is from
Lebanon,” Matar says. “But no one
believes Christilla is Arab. People tend
to look through one lens. There are so
many layers to women, here and there,
and they’re all going through the same
changes as they pass from adolescence

into adulthood. They’re wondering
what life will be like. It was important
for me to capture that.”

Another of Matar’s books, L’Enfant-
Femme (2016), reflects girls from the
East and the West at the stage of life 
of her younger daughter. “I look at 
their hands, their body language. It’s 
a fleeting moment for young girls. I call
it beautifully awkward, or sometimes
painfully awkward.” In Queen Noor’s
introduction to the book, she
comments that the photos “evoke a
fundamental sense of cross-cultural
understanding.”

As Matar’s photography continued to
follow the stages of her own life, she
moved on to work with mothers and
daughters, showing the passage of
time. Unspoken Conversations is a
portfolio in which the mothers are
aging and the daughters are on the
verge of leaving home. They stand side
by side, sometimes touching, but each
on her own path now. 

In 2018, Matar’s work received a
brilliant stamp of approval in the 
form of a Guggenheim Fellowship,
“appointed on the basis of prior
achievement and exceptional promise.”
Matar says it was an unbelievable
honor; “It was so validating. It was
someone saying to me that my work is
good, and to go with it. It’s empowered
me. I’m able to take more risks.”

Still in her Guggenheim year, Matar’s
work has again taken a new direction,
one that is “less about the portrait, 
and more about the tactility and
relationship of the young woman to 
her background.” Indeed, in many of
her recent photos, the texture, lines,
and colors of the girls merge with
similarities in the landscape to 
startling effect. 

Matar is in what she calls an incredible
year, including her first solo museum
show in Fort Worth, Texas, that also
traveled to Cleveland. Reflecting on her
success she says, “It’s the dream come
true, but realized dreams come with
new realities—a wider audience and
pressure to produce.” That’s a reality
she’s willing to live with. 

Editor’s Note: An exhibit of
Matar’s work is planned for
early  2020 at the AUB Art
Galleries. We will keep
readers informed. 
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AUB has an extraordinarily
distinguished and accomplished
alumni body—one that is the envy of
other universities. One of President
Fadlo R. Khuri’s priorities since
becoming president of AUB has been to
strengthen and enhance AUB’s
relationship with the more than 68,000
alumni who live and work around the
world. For the past year and a half, a
committee of alumni with extensive
volunteer experience in alumni
relations and representing the diversity
of AUB alumni has met both formally
(in August 2017, October 2017, and May
2018) and informally to consider
various proposals to restructure the
Worldwide Alumni Association of AUB
(WAAAUB). From their deliberations
emerged a simpler structure for
WAAAUB, one that eliminates overlaps
and streamlines operations and
reporting between various bodies of the
association. “The restructured
WAAAUB harbors the potential to
encompass all of AUB’s living alumni,
connecting and engaging more than
68,000 individuals who share the
university's values, hopes, and
aspirations,” said President Khuri.    

The revised WAAAUB bylaws were
considered and approved by the Board
of Trustees Alumni Affairs Committee in
January 2019 and by the full Board of
Trustees in March 2019. The
restructured WAAAUB includes a
globally representative 18-person (half
elected, half appointed by the AUB
president) Alumni Advisory Board that
will elect its own chair and vice-chair.
The board will provide counsel and
support to the university and the
president in efforts to lead and nurture
an alumni community that is active,
engaged, and inspired to maintain
lifelong relationships with AUB.
WAAAUB also includes a Chapters
Council (made up of the presidents of
all alumni chapters) that will serve as a
forum for the exchange of ideas,
experiences, and best practices among
chapter leaders and encourage
collaboration among chapters; and a
general secretary, who will report to the
VP for Advancement, liaise between the
Alumni Advisory Board and the
Chapters Council, and be responsible
for WAAAUB operations. The Alumni

Relations Offices in Beirut and New
York will continue to support alumni
chapters and help organize events and
programs for AUB’s worldwide alumni.
Elections for the nine elected positions
on the Alumni Advisory Board and for
the three alumni positions on the Board
of Trustees will take place later this
year.

Hisham Jaroudi (BAR ’66), who led
WAAAUB as interim president between
November 2017 and March 2019,
recently stepped down to assume a new
position as president of the AUB
Alumni Association (AAA) in Lebanon.
AAA, AUB’s oldest and largest alumni
group, is now a core member of the
WAAAUB network of chapters.
President Fadlo Khuri has appointed 
Dr. Nagi F. Khouri (MD ’71) interim
president of WAAAUB. Khouri will 
serve in this position until the Alumni
Advisory Board is in place and has
elected its chair. “I am proud and
excited to serve my alma mater in this
capacity during this critical transition
period. I look forward to working with
all AUB alumni to ensure that WAAAUB
is a dynamic and responsive alumni
association,” said Dr. Khouri.

To see the new WAAAUB bylaws, visit:
alumni.aub.edu.lb/s/1716/images/gid2/e
ditor_documents/waaaub_bylaws_appr
oved_bot_3_15_19.pdf?gid=2&pgid=61

WAAAUB: 
To Better Serve
and Engage
AUB Alumni “The restructured

WAAAUB harbors the
potential to encompass

all of AUB's living
alumni, connecting
and engaging more

than 68,000 individuals
who share the

university's values,
hopes, and
aspirations.”

WAAAUB Interim President
Nagi F. Khouri
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Recently Elected

New Chapters

WAAAUB Events 
and Announcements

Cyprus Chapter 
President: Eliza Markidou 
Ioannidou (BA ’84) 
Vice President: Andriana 
Christoforou Achilleos (BS ’83) 
Immediate Ex-President: Athanasia
Kythreotou Zavou (BA ’72) 
Treasurer: Costakis A. Vatiliotis 
(BBA ’84)
Secretary: Ward Wehbeh Christofi 
(BE ’08) 
Members at Large: Ioannis M. Violaris
(BA ’78), G. Solomonidou Christofidou
(BBA ’83), Costas Tsiakkas (BBA ’83),
Ghada Shami Christofides (BBA ’80),
Ekaterini Georghiadou Economidou
(BA ’81), Polycarpos Polycarpou 
(BBA ’83)

Eliza Markidou Ioannidou,
President

Cyprus Chapter 

Ivory Coast Chapter
President: Khalil Khraibani (BBA ’09)
Vice President: Hamza Cheaito (BBA ’06)
Treasurer: Mirna Daher Kalot (BS ’93)
Secretary: Mazen Assi (BA ’13)
Member at Large: Moussa Kleit (BEN ’94)

Khalil Khraibani, President
Ivory Coast Chapter

Oman Chapter
President: Bilal Raad (BAR ’91)
Vice President: Mohamad Al-Bolbol
(BS ’98, EMBA ’08)
Treasurer: Marwan Ashkar (BS ’90)
Secretary: Philippe Georgiou (BEN ’71)
Members at Large: Samih Rahal 
(BEN ’66), Nicholas Barakat (BA ’74),
Maya Ibrahim (BS ’96), Joelle Mitri 
(BEN ’06), Raffy Kozadjian (BAR ’77)

Bilal Raad , President
Oman Chapter

Kuwait Chapter 
President: Lina Dalloul (BA ’91)
Treasurer: Zeina Sabbagh (MS ’06)
Secretary: Ghina Abbas (BBA ’06)
Members at Large: Muhannad Jaafar
(BBA ’14), Fatima Kamali (BA ’88),
Maya Bleik (BS ’91, MS ’94), Christian
Awaraji (BA ’84, MD ’88), Rula
Liddawi (BBA ’11)Lina Dalloul , President

Kuwait Chapter

Greater los Angeles Chapter 
President: Wafa Hoballah, Esq. 
LLM (BA ’81)
Vice President: Lara AL-Dandachi (BS ’01)
Treasurer: Toufika Oueida (BA ’88)
Secretary: Dina Abou Salem 
(BA ’00, MA ’04)
Members at Large: Chake Kouyoumjian
(BS ’62), Ghina Alameddine (BS ’93),
Reina Mustapha (BE ’17)
Additional members: Maya Hijazi 
(BS ’06, MD ’11), Wesley Hampton (former
student 1972-73), Iman Mroueh (BA ’81)

Wafa Hoballah, President
Greater Los Angeles

Chapter  

Ottawa Chapter
President: Dina Talhouk Abdulkhalek 
(BA ’00)
Vice President: Ibrahim Khansa (BS ’06)
Treasurer: Khalid Rashid (BS ’71, MS ’74)
Secretary: Myra Yazbeck (BA ’94, MA ’01)
Members at Large: Jihad Abdulnour 
(BS ’77, MS ’80), Julinda Korbani Ajjour 
(MLAB ’83)Dina Talhouk Abdulkhalek,

President
Ottawa Chapter
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WAAAUB Around the Globe

ORANGE PICKING 

Citric Showcase
Clermont, FL
February 24

GAlA

Boston
University
Trustees
Ballroom
Boston, MA
March 29

New England
Chapter

AlUMNI ART
ExHIBITION

St. Thomas
University
Houston, TX 
January 26

Houston
Chapter

Central/
Northern
Florida Chapter

VAlENTINE’S
DINNER

Mignon Plano
Plano, TX
February 22

Dallas/North
Texas Chapter

PHOTO
ExHIBITION
WITH RANIA
MATAR

Cleveland
Museum of Art
Cleveland, OH
January 11

Cleveland
Chapter

NETWORK &
lEARN

Maces Bldg.
Montreal,
Canada
February 19

Montreal
Chapter

North America

AUB Everywhere



NETWORKING
WITH PROF.
SAlEH SADEK 

Ilili Restaurant
New York, NY
March 18

www.flickr.com/photos/aubalumni/

WAAAUB Around the Globe

NAVIGATING
CAREERS

Georgetown
University
Center for
Contemporary
Arab Studies 
Washington, DC
March 28

New York
Metropolitan
Chapter 

END OF yEAR
COCKTAIl
DINNER 

Capocaccia
Geneva,
Switzerland
Dec 10, 2018

Swiss Chapter

Greater Washington
DC Chapter

CHRISTMAS

Footman Pub
London,
England
December 9,
2018

UK Chapter

FAMIly DAy
OUT SAFARI 

From Doha to
Sealine Beach
Resort
Qatar
November 16,
2018

Qatar Chapter

OMAN FAMIly
DAy OUT

Sheraton Hotel
Muscat, Oman
March 8

Oman ChapterMiddle East

Europe
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Baltimore 
Chapter

The Charles Theater
Baltimore, MD
February 15

Courtesy of Cannes Film Festival

Michigan
Chapter

Michigan Theater
Ann Arbor, MI
February 24

Ohio Valley 
Chapter

The Neon Movie
Theater
Dayton, OH
February 23

Houston
Chapter

Oscar’s Screening
Party
Simone on Sunset
Houston, TX
February 24

Midwest
Chapter

AMC River East 21
Chicago, IL
January 26

Capernaum Screenings

Capernaum, the Cannes Jury Prize winner and Oscar-nominated
film by Nadine Labaki (DHL ’16), was screened by alumni in
Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, and Texas.



How did you get to AUB?
It took me a while! I excelled at 
school in Yemen and so received a
fully-funded government scholarship
to study medicine in Russia, where 
I earned my MD degree in 1998. 
I returned to Yemen and worked 
in different governmental health
facilities and hospitals. 

I have always looked for opportunities
to attend short courses and
workshops in Yemen and abroad. 
In 2005-06, I enrolled in an
“epidemiology in action” course
offered by the Liverpool School for
Tropical Medicine (LSTM). After I
completed an international diploma
in malaria program management and
planning in 2007, I was appointed
head of the Malaria Case Management
and Research Unit in Sana where I
headed a research team that
conducted clinical trials to assess the
efficacy of antimalarial drugs. 

In 2009, I applied to LSTM to do a
master’s degree in epidemiology. It
was while I was waiting to hear from
LSTM that one of my colleagues sent
me an email about the FHS Graduate
Public Health Program. I really liked
the program and so submitted an
application. I was accepted and
awarded a full scholarship.

What do you remember about your
time at AUB?
I learned so much from my
instructors, advisers, and FHS Dean
Iman Nuwayhid. I also made good
friends who I have been able to stay in
touch with via email and WhatsApp. I
also have many wonderful memories
of the campus, of course.

Can you tell me something about 
the School on Humanitarian
Engineering that you attended in
July 2018?
I was interested in the course for two
reasons: I have been working in the
humanitarian field in recent years 
and so was curious to learn about 
how to combine engineering and
public health to solve health problems
in a humanitarian context. The School
on Humanitarian Engineering offers 
a new approach to tackle health
problems among refugees. It combines
advanced technology with standard
public health ideas to achieve
innovative, targeted, comprehensive,
and cost-effective solutions. I was 
also excited about the school because
it gave me a chance to return to AUB
to see a place and people that I miss
so much.  

What types of challenges are you
facing in yemen today? 
I am the programs unit manager at 
the Charitable Society for Social
Welfare (CSSW), a national
nongovernmental organization that
works on the ground to care for the
most vulnerable communities. We
face so many challenges: access to the
front lines where people desperately
need help, insufficient funding, and
life-threatening events on a daily
basis. The current situation is very
complicated and extremely
challenging—and will remain that 
way as long as the war continues.
Yemen has become a playground
where regional and international
players are playing games that result
in the deaths of uncountable victims,
mass destruction, and great friction.
The humanitarian situation is terrible
and getting worse in terms of the
number of affected people and the
complexity of the crisis. 

StandingOUTstanding

• Grew up in the small village of Sabon
• Earned MD degree in Russia in 1998
• Returned to Yemen to work at different governmental health facilities and hospitals
• Appointed head of the Malaria Case Management and Research Unit in Sana in 2007
• Received MS in epidemiology from AUB in 2012
• Attended AUB’s School on Humanitarian Engineering Course in July 2018
• Currently unit manager at the Charitable Society for Social Welfare

Fathi Hezam, MD (MS
'12) has traveled
extensively and
earned academic
degrees in Russia and
Lebanon. He has
always returned to
his home country of
Yemen, where he is
currently the
programs unit
manager at the
Charitable Society for
Social Welfare.

Caring for the
Most Vulnerable
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San Diego Chapter

La Gran Terazza
San Diego, CA
February 23

Lebanon’s Agricultural Investment
Opportunities

New York Debs Center
March 15

Trustee Emerita Ann 
Kerr-Adams

British Columbia Chapter

Rogue Kitchen and Bar
Vancouver, BC
February 12

Michigan Chapter

National Arab American Medical luncheon 
Public Health Challenges in Arab World
Troy Community Center, Troy, MI

OSB Dean Steve Harvey

The president and dean with Facebook 
executive Walid Ali-Ahmad (BEN '88)
Hacker Way, 
Facebook Campus 
Menlo Park, CA
February 26

Northern California Alumni Chapter
Brunch

Westin Hotel
Palo Alto, CA
February 24

Greater Los Angeles
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
Santa Monica, CA
February 21

Leadership around the world

AUB On The Move

FAFS Dean Rabi Mohtar

North Carolina Chapter

Umstead Hotel and Spa
Cary, NC
March 17

President Fadlo KhuriPresident Fadlo Khuri and MSFEA Dean Alan Shihadeh @ Silicone
Valley tech giants—Facebook, Google, and others, February 23-27

Orange County

The Winery
Newport Beach, CA
February 19

FHS Dean Iman Nuwayhid

AUB Everywhere
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Antoine Manneh (BBC ’50) writes, “I
am still happily married, going strong,
and about to celebrate my 90th birthday
come October with my wife, two
children, three grandchildren, and four
great grandchildren. Isn’t that great?
Yes it is!” am2sn6@gmail.com

Samir Sanbar (BBA ’53) writes, “I was
formerly United Nations Assistant
Secretary-General for Communications
and Public Information and still live in
New York. I have written a book titled
Inside the United Nations: In a
Leaderless World about the 33 years I
worked with five secretaries-general in
New York and in the field, including as
director of the United Nations
Information Centre (UNIC) Beirut,
where I helped establish UNIFIL in
South Lebanon.” 

Rima Nasir Tarazi (BA ’54) writes, “It is
very difficult to come to terms with the
fact that it has been 65 years since our
graduation! I have been blessed with a
rich, though turbulent, life. Rich with
service, music, and the love and
support of family and friends.
Turbulent, because the greater number
of my long years have been spent under
the occupation of my homeland and the
struggle to resist it. My husband,
Antone Tarazi (BA ’48, MD ’52),
passed away in 1999 after a brilliant
career establishing and practicing
neurosurgery in Palestine and Jordan. I
have four sons and eight grandchildren,
the joy of my final years!”
rima_tarazi@hotmail.com

Muriel Angelil (BS ’55) writes, “I have
been working diligently on my

paintings, prints, and outdoor
sculptures. You can view some of my
artwork on my website:
murielangelil.com. My art is mostly
abstract, although I am very inspired by
nature and my daily walks in warm
weather. I have also published a
memoir titled Back to the Past: A
Daughter of the Nile about my
adventures and life in Alexandria,
Egypt, before I came to the US, and two
books of poetry: In Close Embrace and
justsaying, which is illustrated with my
paintings. They are all available on
Amazon.” mm36angelil@gmail.com 

Fayez Suidan (BA ’51, MD ’55) writes,
“I graduated from medical school in
1955, did four years of residency in
surgery at AUBMC, and then three years
of ob-gyn at the University of Chicago’s
Lying-in Hospital. I joined the Ob-Gyn
Department at AUBMC as an assistant
professor in 1962, was promoted to
associate clinical professor in 1972, and
retired in 2018. I am still practicing part-
time in my private clinic. The Ob-Gyn
Department held a dinner honoring me
for 55 years teaching residents and
students on October 2, 2018. I was
presented with golden forceps as a
token.” drfsuida@idm.net.lb

Wadih Jordan (BS ’57) writes, “I retired
from corporate America over 20 years
ago but still serve on the board of a US
biotech company that requires very
little time. Most of my time is devoted to
founding or serving on US 501(c)(3)
boards related to Lebanon: Act for
Lebanon, Friends of the Lebanese
Academy of Science (FLAS), Drug Free
Lebanon, Teach For Lebanon, and LAU.
I currently split my time between
northern New Jersey and Turtle Bay
(close to AUB’s New York Office).”
wadih.jordan@gmail.com

Hermine Antonian Butman (BA ’58)
writes, “After completing my degree in

psychology, I was accepted to a master’s
program at Harvard, but moved to
California because of my husband’s
career at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. I have raised three sons,
two doctors and a lawyer.” 

Kevork Toroyan (BAR ’58) writes, “I
owe a lot to AUB for what I have been
able to achieve in my lifetime. I spent
my career with CCC in the Middle East,
but am now living in Connecticut with
my wife Pamela, enjoying our three
daughters and five grandchildren, who
live with their spouses in Rome, France,
and State College, Pennsylvania. I play
tennis, paddle, golf, and bridge. I am
actively involved with an association
whose mission is to enhance the
understanding of Americans, at the
grassroots level, of the Palestinian
struggle for liberty and justice.”

Dr. Mounir E. Nassar (BS ’55, MD ’59)
writes, “I have retired from medical
practice although I still receive
consultation requests asking for my
medical opinion. With the editorship of
Dr. Farid S. Haddad I published three
medical books and am currently
completing my family history. I wish to
convey my best wishes to my classmates
for the 2019 class reunion.”
leila_mounir@hotmail.com

Aref A. Aref (BS ’61, MS ’63) writes,
“After a 32-year career with E.I. DuPont
Company, I retired in 1999. I then
consulted for DuPont for a couple more
years. I worked with Dr. Nasri Kawar to
start a chapter for AUB graduates in the
Philadelphia/Delaware Valley area and

Class Notes

1950s

1960s



The Hani Qaddumi Scholarship
Foundation (HQSF) was established
by the family of the late Hani
Qaddumi to honor a man who
believed passionately in the power
of education and its importance for
the future of Palestine. Since its
establishment in 2000, HQSF has
provided scholarships for 1,645
Palestinian students pursuing their
education at universities in
Palestine, Lebanon, USA, UK, and
Canada. HQSF’s partnership with
AUB dates back to 2003-04 when it
supported just two Palestinian
students majoring in computer
science and engineering. Since

then, HQSF has provided about 
$1 million to support 34 Palestinian
students majoring in engineering,
architecture, and computer science
supplementing the financial aid
packages that AUB offers these
young men and women. AUB is
proud to partner with HQSF to
invest in the education of young
Palestinian students.

HQSF recently evolved into Khutwa
Foundation, an organization with a
broader scope fostering lifelong
learning in Palestine. Learn more at
www.khutwa.me 
#khutwapalestine 

served on the board of that chapter for
six years. I am now moving from
Delaware to the San Francisco area to
be close to my grandchildren. I am
always proud to be an AUBite.”

Raja Khalifah (BS ’62) writes, “Nine
years after retiring as VP for research
and chemistry at NephroGenex Inc. and
transitioning to part-time consulting for
the company, I partially unretired in
2018 when I was asked to become chief
scientific officer of the startup Praetego
Inc. This unusual turn of events
allowed me to implement clinical
studies and expand drug discovery
programs I had initiated two decades
ago at BioStratum Inc.”
raja.khalifah@gmail.com

Kassim Buallay (BBA ’63) writes, “After
graduation, I worked in the Ministry of
Education. In 1974 I was seconded to
work at UNESCO in Paris. In 1979 I was
appointed Bahrain’s first ambassador to
France. After that I worked successively
as ambassador to North Africa based in
Tunis and then as permanent
representative to the UN in New York.
After retiring from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, I began lecturing at
various institutions and organizations,
including my alma mater AUB.”
jbuallay@gmail.com

Barbara Ann Johnson (Williams) (BA
’63), Sara Nordholm (Brown) (former
student 1961-62), and Najat Abu
Fadel (Suchanek) (BA ’63) met at AUB
as juniors in fall 1961. Barbara and Sara
transferred from colleges in the US;
Najat, who was Barbara’s roommate in
Jewett Hall, spent her first two years at
the Beirut College for Women (now
LAU). Barbara reports, “When I
returned to AUB for my senior year
(1962-63) and found that Najat would
not be my roommate again, I just cried.”
Only after Najat and her family left
Beirut during the civil war was Barbara
able to find her former roommate in
Toronto. Last summer Sara felt it was
time for a reunion. “As 2018 was the
55th anniversary of Najat's and my
graduation from AUB, and Sara’s
graduation from St. Olaf, that was a
good reason to see each other,” she
remembers. Barbara and Sara flew to
Toronto, where they stayed with Sara’s
good friend, Wardeh Abou Georgei, who
is also the sister of Shawki Abu Jurji
(BA ’60, MA ’64).

All three would love to hear from
classmates—Barbara from classmates
from Somalia and Ethiopia. Sara is
especially eager to hear news of her
roommate, Hind Baracat, a graduate
assistant from Aleppo. Sara and Hind
took a memorable trip together to
Europe the summer of 1962. Four years
later, Sara and her husband, Dudley
Brown (BA ’62), had their first child,
whom they named in honor of that
special friendship: Sara Hind Brown.
harkhan@aol.com

George Saliba (BS ’63, MA ’65) writes,
“I recently moved back to AUB to take
up two positions (one salary, though). I
am the founding director of the newly
inaugurated Farouk K. Jabre Center for
Arabic and Islamic Science and
Philosophy. I have also started teaching
in my capacity as the newly-established
Jabre Khwarezmi Chair in the History
Department, where I also teach history
of Arabic/Islamic science.” 

Massoud Jalili (BS ’64, MS ’67) writes,
“I have lived in Tehran, Paris,
Copenhagen, Brussels, Tokyo,
Mauritius, Luxembourg, and
Islamabad—and will be moving to
Brussels next summer. I would be
happy to hear from my classmates.”
massoudjalili@gmail.com

Partnerships for AUB: The Hani Qaddumi Foundation
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layla Mirhij (BA ’64) writes, “I am
known also as Leila Hanhan and Leila
Melson. I was the AUB medical librarian
for 20 years. My husband George
Hanhan and I emigrated to the US in
1984 with our three children: Ziad, a
cardiothoracic surgeon in New Jersey;
Roula, a pharmacist in Florida; and
Waleed, the founder of OTHAZ Records.
I worked at Wake Forest University as
the archivist of the American
Neurological Association. In 1994, I
married Gordon Melson, PhD, dean of
the Graduate School. We retired in 2006
to Wilmington, NC, and enjoy traveling,
educational activities, and social
groups such as the Wilmington
International Group and Groupe
Francais. I have three grandchildren
and four step-grandchildren.”
lmelson4@gmail.com 

Khalil Al-khalil (former student 1961-
65) writes, “During my 25-year career
with the foreign service, I served as
Lebanon’s ambassador to Iran
accredited to Afghanistan, West
Germany, Holland, and Turkey. Since
1996, I have been an attorney and legal
adviser. I have four children. My
daughter, Roya, and brother, Nasser, 
are both AUB alumni.”

Munir Nasr (BS ’61, MD ’65) writes,
“After graduation, I trained in ob-gyn at
AUBMC and in gyn oncology in the US. I
then practiced and taught at AUB for 14
years and later at Eastern Virginia
Medical School. My wife, Annie, and I
have been blessed with reasonably
good health, so we spend the summers
in our hometown Hammana and the
rest of the year socializing, traveling,
and playing golf. We visit Washington,
DC, frequently, where our son, Nadim,
and his family live, and where we see

many friends and alumni. Our 50th
alumni reunion at AUB in 2015 was well
attended. It was great seeing some
classmates for the first time since
graduation. (Do I look as old as they do?
Just kidding.)” nasrmunir@gmail.com

Fuad Freiha (BS ’61, MD ’66) writes, “I
retired from Stanford in October 2011
after 36 years of teaching and practicing
urology. I am now enjoying every aspect
of retirement: sleeping late, gardening,
traveling, reading other than medical
books and journals, and spending more
time with family and friends.”

Ramzi Raad (BA ’68) writes, “When 
the war broke out in Lebanon, I left to
Dubai in October 1975, then I moved to
Paris and London, finally returning to
the UAE in 1986. In 2000, I established
TBWA\RAAD Middle East, in
partnership with an Omnicom Group
agency and built a network covering 14
agencies around the MENA region. In
2010, I was named Advertising Person
of the Year at the Dubai Lynx
International Festival of Creativity, and
in March 2018 TBWA\Raad was
crowned Agency of the Year. In January
2018 and 2019, TBWA\RAAD was
recognized as one of the Bravest
Agencies on the Planet by Contagious
Magazine for these two consecutive
years. I returned to Lebanon in 2018,
and I continue to operate from our
agency in Beirut.”
ramzi.raad@tbwaraad.com

Robert Daniel Tschirgi (BA ’68, MA ’70)
writes, “In July 2017, I retired from AUC
after serving as professor of political
science for 33 years. My wife, Conchita,
and I have now settled permanently in
Cozumel, Mexico. Needless to say, we
enjoy our beautiful little tropical island
and find retirement in Mexico relaxing
as well as exciting. We are still in touch
with our AUC friends who formed an
essential part of our lives for more than
three decades. I would love to hear from
any and all long-lost acquaintances.”
tschirgi@aucegypt.edu

Fadi F. Attiyeh (BS ’65, MD ’69) writes,
“I completed surgical residency at
AUBMC, and a surgical oncology
fellowship at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center. My areas of expertise are
colorectal and hepatobiliary pancreatic
surgery. I was the first in New York to
start hyperthermic chemotherapy for
peritoneal carcinomatosis. I am chief of
the hepatobiliary pancreatic service at
Mount Sinai Roosevelt, and professor of
surgery at the Icahn School of Medicine
at Mount Sinai. I was elected president
of the New York Surgical Society and
president of the New York Cancer
Society. I was consistently listed as a NY
Metro Area Top Doctor, Consumer
Research Council of America Top
Surgeon, in Best Doctors in America,
and on the New York Times Magazine's
Super Doctors List.” attiyeh@gmail.com

Isam Hamed (BS ’65, MD ’69) writes,
“After graduation, I joined the Aramco
Medical Department where I stayed for
four years. I then moved to the
University of Oklahoma and spent the
next five years in internal medicine and
nephrology. In 1979 I returned to
Jordan, joining the University of Jordan
Medical School. Three years later I
moved to the private sector to start my
clinical practice. I am still practicing
clinical nephrology.”

Sammy A. Hamway (BS ’65, MD ’69)
writes, “After earning my MD degree, I
did a couple years of general surgery
and then five years of urology and a
fellowship year of kidney transplants. I
started my urology practice in 1978 and
finally retired in 2017. I will hopefully
move from the cold climate of Ohio to
Tennessee in the next several months. I
am enjoying retirement doing lots of
reading, playing golf, and taking trips
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to visit family. I have given up on skiing,
tennis, and racquetball because of the
toll they take on my knees. I have three
sons (two lawyers and an
environmental engineer), and a
gorgeous two-year-old granddaughter.
It may be difficult to make it to the class
reunion but I will definitely try.”
shamway@woh.rr.com

Ghada Kaddumi (BA ’69, MA ’75)
writes, “I was born in Nablus, Palestine,
and have held Kuwaiti nationality since
1953. I have two sons, Dr. Nabil
Qaddumi and Sa’ad Qaddumi, and four
grandchildren. My husband Nabil
attended AUB in the early 1970s, when 
I was a master's student, but he had to
move to the US in 1976 because of the
civil war. In addition to my AUB
degrees, I have a bachelor’s degree from
LAU (1976) and a PhD from Harvard
University (1990). Between 1983 and
2002, I worked for the Kuwaiti
government as the curator of the
Islamic Art Museum, Dar al-Athar al-
Islamiyya. In 2013, I became the first
Arab to be elected president of the
World Crafts Council-Asia Pacific
Region (WCC-APR). I was re-elected for
a second term in 2017.”
ghqaddumi@gmail.com

Saleem S. Kiblawi (BS ’65, MD ’69)
writes, “After doing an internal
medicine residency at AUB, I did two
fellowships at Indiana University and
was appointed assistant professor of
pulmonary medicine. I became chief of
the pulmonary section at Wishard
Memorial Hospital of Indiana University
Medical Center. After 10 years at
Indiana, we moved to Saudi Aramco
where I became chief of internal
medicine. When I retired in 2003, I
returned to AUB where, as chief of staff,
I led AUBMC’s successful JCI
accreditation. I retired in 2012. I am
married to Balkis Jawhary, my only love
of 46 years. We have two sons: Shafeek,
who will complete his emergency
medicine residency at AUBMC in June,
and Ramzi, who is working in Dubai in
the field of marketing.”
sskiblawi@gmail.com 

Nabil Kronfol (BS’ 65, MD ’69) writes,
“After receiving my MD from AUB, my
training in pediatrics, and my DrPH
from Harvard School of Public Health, I
joined AUB and moved up the academic
ladder to become a full professor and to
other administrative positions. I
established the College of Health
Sciences in Bahrain, four schools of
nursing in the UAE, and the Planning
Unit at Lebanon’s Ministry of Health.“
kronfolco@hotmail.com 

Muna Matta (BS ’65, MD ’69) writes,
“After obtaining my MD degree in 1969,
I did my residency training in
dermatology at AUBMC for three years
and then a fellowship at St. John’s
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin (1972-
73). I returned to Lebanon and went
into private practice and a part-time
appointment at AUBMC. I am currently
an associate clinical professor. I am
married to Musa Muallem (BS ’53, 
MD ’57), who retired a few years ago
after 50 years of service as a professor 
of anesthesiology at AUBMC. I am
blessed with three children and five
grandchildren: Karim (BA ’96), an
architect who worked for Zaha Hadid
Architects in London for many years
and is now in Copenhagen; Maya 
(BS ’96, MD ’00), a dermatologist who
shares my clinic; and Nadim (BS ’02,
MD ’06), who spent five years at Sloan
Kettering and recently joined AUBMC 
as an interventional radiologist.”
mm27@aub.edu.lb

Abdelrahman Sadi (BS ’65, MD ’69)
writes, “After graduation I attended
Aramco Medical Services in Abqaiq,
Saudi Arabia. From 1971 to 1975 I had a
residency in pathology at the University
of Rochester, New York, followed by an
appointment as assistant professor at
the same hospital. I then moved to
Aramco Medical Center in Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, where I was a pathologist
then chief pathologist until I retired in
1996. I am married to Naila Shukairy
and have three children: Ruba, Eman,
and Nabil Ahmad Sadi.”
armsadi@yahoo.com

Sayfuddin Kassir (BA ’68, MA ’71)
After earning his master’s degree in
history, Sayfuddin did his military
service in Syria until 1974 when he
returned to AUB as a doctoral student in
Arab history. After two years, his studies
were interrupted by the Lebanese civil
war. He then joined the Ministry of
Education in Syria as a history teacher
at a secondary school in Raqqa. After 30
years of service, Sayfuddin retired and
joined HE Aga Khan’s institutions in
Syria as a volunteer in several different
positions, the last of which was as a
member for six years of the
International Conciliation and
Arbitration Board. Sayfuddin now works
as a translator in conjunction with the
Institute of Ismaili Studies in London.
He has a son, two daughters, and six
grandchildren.
saifuddin.kassir@gmail.com

linda Schatkowski Schilcher (MA ’69)
writes, “I studied under many great
professors at AUB including Malcolm
Kerr, Nabih Faris, Richard Antoun, Zein
Zein, and Samir Khalaf. I earned a DPhil
at Oxford University in 1978 under the
direction of Albert Hourani. I published
a book called Families in Politics which
deals with the history of Damascus in
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Ottoman times. Other interests were the
peasant uprisings in the Hauran, the
famine during World War I, and the
economic (and especially agricultural)
history of greater Syria. Our family has
lived in Germany and the US. I now live
in the UK. I look forward to seeing any
old friends and fellow students, and to
seeing Beirut and Lebanon again after
all these years.” lschilcher@aol.com

Hussein Zaarour (BEN ’69) writes, “I
retired in 2010 after more than 40 years
of working in civil engineering. I
immigrated with my family to Canada 
in 1991, where I keep a residence in
addition to my Beirut residence. I came
back to Lebanon in 1995 to resume work
until 2010. I now spend my time
between Canada and Lebanon.
Although I have retired, I am still active.
I also commute between my children’s
houses in Montreal, Dubai, and
Washington, DC, and watch their
children grow. I forgot to say that my
wife Samia is always by my side—as she
has been for 49 years now.”
hussi2k@hotmail.com

Saouma BouJaoude (BS ’71) writes, “I
am a professor at the Science and Math
Education Center (SMEC) of the
Department of Education, associate
dean of FAS, and director of the Center
for Teaching and Learning at AUB. My
research currently focuses on two areas:
teaching and learning science in
multilingual contexts and students’ and
teachers’ conceptions of the theory of
evolution in multi-religious contexts.”
boujaoud@aub.edu.lb

Amer Bibi (BBA ’72) writes, “I have
lived in Dubai for the last 33 years,
managing my packaging manufacturing
business. My wife and three sons live in
Toronto, Canada. I am active with the
alumni chapter of Dubai, and still visit
the campus every time I am in Beirut. I

have lost touch with most of my
classmates from 1972. I look forward to
hearing from them.”
amerbibi@gmail.com

Nabil Kettaneh (BBA ’72) writes, “I am
the chairman of Ets. F.A. Kettaneh S.A.
Despite the dire economic situation that
Lebanon is going through, we have
revamped our company and are on the
path toward continuous development. I
am looking forward to gradually
handing over the steering wheel of the
ship to my nephew, who has been
appointed vice-chairman, and other
members of his generation so they can
lead the company to even greater
success.”

Dr. Henry Nasrallah (BS ’68, MD ’72)
writes, “My wife, Amelia Tebsherani
Nasrallah (BA ’68, MA ’70), and I
recently established the Henry and
Amelia Nasrallah Neuroscience Center
at Saint Louis University where I have
been the Sydney W. Souers Endowed
Chair and professor and chair of the
Department of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Neuroscience for many
years. Amelia is the managing editor 
of the international journal
Schizophrenia Research, published 
by Elsevier. We dote on our five
grandchildren, provided to us by our
son Ramzy (MBA, CEO of AVA) and
daughter Rima (MD, pediatrician). We
are both active members of the Missouri
Chapter: I am vice president; she is the
director of mentorship.”
henry.nasrallah@gmail.com;
amelia.Nasrallah@gmail.com

loutfi Echhade (BBA ’73) writes, “I am
a financial adviser and independent
member of the Audit Committee of five
joint stock companies in Saudi Arabia. 
I also serve as a member of the IMA
Board of Regents, a member of the
Professional Standards Committee of
the Texas State Society of CPAs, and of
the Business Chapter of WAAAUB. I was
formerly a member of the WAAAUB
Board of Directors. I previously worked
for Ernst & Young (as a senior partner),
Arthur Andersen, and
PricewaterhouseCoopers. I am certified

with a number of global professional
organizations and also in family
business advising. My three children,
Basil, Dena, and Leila, are all OSB
graduates.” loutfike@hotmail.com

Mohammad Asef Sobhi Gardezi 
(BS ’73) writes, “I am living in Kabul,
Afghanistan, and am a regular and
eager reader of MainGate. With the start
of the civil war in Afghanistan I joined
the Health Department of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross, where I worked for 20 years as a
health adviser. In 2010 I participated in
the Public Health in Complex
Emergencies course at FHS.

Nabil Ahmed (BA ’74) writes, “I
recently returned to Baghdad after a
long residence in Prague, Czech
Republic, where I was a broadcast
journalist with Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty’s Arabic Service
(Radio Free Iraq) for 17 years. After
graduating in 1974, I went to the
University of Pennsylvania, where I
earned an MA in political science. I
fondly remember my AUB years and 
am grateful for the courses I took with
Professors As'ad Khairallah, Nafhat
Nasr, Maroun Kisirwani, the late Hanna
Batatu, and Kamal Salibi, and all the
other outstanding professors and
classmates.” nabil.z.ahmed@gmail.com

Charbel Tagher (BBA ’74) splits his
time between New York City and Miami
(depending on the season). The co-
founder and CEO of Specified
Technologies Inc. (www.stifirestop.com),
which develops and sells specialized
construction materials that help stop
the spread of fires, Charbel is also
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deeply involved with Teach for Lebanon
(www.teachforlebanon.org). He and his
wife Aida have two children who also
live in NYC. He would like to be in touch
with former friends and colleagues.
ctagher@stifirestop.com

Iman Jurayj Wakim (BBA ’76) writes,
“AUB has always been the pivot of my
life. I never imagined when I started
working for an AUB project in Bahrain
in November 1976 that I would still be at
AUB 43 years later as the contracts and
projects information manager for REP. I
am also the proud mother of three
successful AUB graduates: Fadi (BE ’10),
Naji (BBA ’11), and Maya (BA ’16).”

Gladys Mouro (BS ’76) writes, “I have
completed 40 years of work in the
healthcare field with emphasis on
nursing and quality. I am currently a
consultant in the Middle East focusing
on improving healthcare in the region
by mentoring emerging nurse leaders.”

Suheil J. Muasher (BS ’72, MD ’76)
writes, “I visited Beirut and AUB this
past November for the first time since
2003. I found the AUB campus as
beautiful as ever. (I wish I could say the
same thing about Ras Beirut.) One of
the highlights was touring the
Archaeological Museum, which is
simply wonderful and one of the jewels
of the campus. I urge all of you to visit
the museum. You will not be
disappointed. I received the National
Outstanding Teacher Award from the
American Society for Reproductive
Medicine in October 2018, which
recognized my achievements as an
educator throughout my career. I will be
retiring from clinical medicine at the
end of 2019. I am looking forward to
playing more tennis, reading, and
hopefully visiting Beirut and my native

country Jordan more often.”
muashersj@gmail.com

Sami Kteily (BBA ’78) writes, “I
embarked on a career path that took me
to London (chartered accountancy),
Cyprus (internal audit - Abela Group),
Canada (trade finance and citizenship),
and finally to Vietnam in 1994, where I
co-founded PEB Steel Buildings Co., Ltd
(www.pebsteel.com) with my brother
Adib. I am the executive chairman. PEB
Steel is a major fabricator of steel
buildings in the Far East. Our
headquarters is in Vietnam, our
fabrication facilities are in Vietnam,
India, and Myanmar; and our sales
offices are in Thailand, Cambodia,
Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia.
We have two Japanese multinational
corporations as partners. Despite the
distance and busy schedule, I still visit
Lebanon and the AUB campus several
times a year. During my AUB years I was
involved in several clubs: Business
Students Society (co-founder), Folklore
Dance, Taekwondo, and Co-op! (Many
know me as Sami Kutayli.)”
samikteily@pebsteel.com.vn

lina Banna (BBA ’79) writes, “I am
married to Mustafa Tabbara (BA ’79),
whom I met at AUB. We have three
children: two boys and one girl. We
lived in Saudi Arabia for 25 years. We
recently moved to Qatar. Last year we
became grandparents to a boy and two
girls. They are the joy of our life.
Unfortunately I will not be in Beirut for
the reunion in June.” 
lina-albanna@hotmail.com

Salma El Turk (BA ’80) writes, “After
graduation, I worked as a teacher and
then a preschool director for 12 years.
Following my departure from the world
of primary education, I started
exploring my artistic side, showcasing
my drawings and paintings at several
exhibitions in Beirut. In 2018, I opened

Alwan Salma, a studio for art lovers 
and handicraft enthusiasts that offers
classes in many areas, including
patchwork, crocheting, calligraphy, 
and painting. You can find more
information on Facebook and
Instagram.” 

Alexander Dragatsi (BA ’83, MPH ’85)
writes, “I moved to Maine 22 years ago.
For most of this time, I worked in
hospital administration, disease
control, and healthcare quality. I
currently co-own, with my spouse,
Dragatsi & Co., a social
entrepreneurship venture providing
innovative pharmacist support to
primary care practices. Some may
remember me from my days at AUB in
the 1980s, and others may remember
me from my childhood in the 1960s
accompanying my father, the late Dr.
Gregoire Dragatsi (MD ’30), one of the
pioneers of the Outpatient Department
at AUBMC, around campus.”
dragats@yahoo.com

Amal Takieddine Najjar (MA ’83)
writes, “I am a two-time president of the
Women's Auxiliary of AUBMC and
consider it a great honor to help AUB
accomplish its broader mission and
vision. In 1986, I moved with my family
to the US, where I worked at the Radcliffe
Career Services of Harvard University. We
returned to Lebanon in 1994 when my
husband, Samir Najjar (BA ’53, MD ’57),
became the dean of the medical school at
AUB from 1994-2000. I joined the
Women’s Auxiliary and have been
volunteering at AUB ever since. My three
children, Rula Tamer, Samer Najjar, and
Raya Baki, and eight grandchildren are
all in the US. They are proud of their
grandparents’ service to our alma mater.”

Hani Riman (BBA ’85, BS ’89) writes, “I
am now 55 years old and still go to the
science library from time to time. I am
working at Najjar Company where I
have been since 1989. I have two
children: Abdalla, who owns an
agricultural company, and Heba, who
has a flower shop. I live in my dearest
village of Ain Zhalta.”
hani.riman@gmail.com

Nassim Haddad (BS ’86, MS ’89)
writes, “After earning my MS in animal
sciences, I started my career as a
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medical representative for a well-known
American pharmaceutical company
specializing in eye drops. In 1994, I
moved to a newly established company,
Medicals International (headquartered
in Lebanon), specializing in medical
equipment. I am proud that our
company has donated more than $1
million to AUB. I started with Medicals
as a territory manager and was soon
promoted to VP of business
development with the mission to
launch most of the 18 Medicals
branches in the Middle East, the Gulf,
Morocco, Cyprus, and Turkey.”
nasshaddad@yahoo.com

Azmi Rustom (BS ’89) writes, “After
graduating from AUB in 1989, I started
working at AUB in the Office of the
Comptroller. I continued my education
at AUB and received two additional
certificates, in accounting and IT. I have
also earned certification in sports
management and as an IFPA fitness
trainer, AFC football coach, and ITTF
table tennis coach. I was promoted to
accounts receivable manager in 2000.”
ar13@aub.edu.lb

Jihad Zein (BS ’91) worked for Diageo,
the world’s largest drinks company for
20 years, and held different IT positions
across both developing markets such as
the Middle East, North Africa, Eastern
Europe, India, and Africa and
developed markets such as Northern
Europe and Australia. He moved to
Sydney, Australia, in 2011 to become
head of IT Diageo Australia. In 2017 he
established a consulting practice,
delivering advisory services in
corporate governance and technology
across Northern Europe and Australia.
He splits his time between Sydney,
Australia, and Lugano, Switzerland.
jihad.zein@gmail.com

Adib Jaber (BS ’89, MD ’93) has a
specialty in ophthalmology and is
currently in private practice in Beirut.
He represents Special Olympics, Inc. in

the MENA region, thus helping to
promote health, especially eye health,
to thousands of people with special
mental needs in the region.
adibjaber@gmail.com

Amer Chehadeh (BEN ’92) writes, “I
was honored to be welcomed back to
AUB two summers ago for our 25th

reunion. The ceremony reminded me so
much of our commencement in 1992,
which we also celebrated in the chapel.
I saw a lot of old friends. What touched
me most is that some of our teachers
back then remembered me by name.
Someone who was one of my idols
when I was a student—and still is—is
now the provost! I live and work in
Dubai. AUB gives (and gave) confidence
that pushes graduates forward in their
careers.”

Huda yassin (BS ’94, MS ’98) writes,
“In 2000, I opened my own clinic. I am
also a consultant in a private medical
center (Al Saha Clinic, Beirut). For the
last five years, I have been the section
head of the Nutrition Training
Department at Bahman Hospital. I’m
currently running my own Dietetic
Internship Program Center (DIP Center)
in collaboration with Bahman Hospital
and am a clinical dietitian at Bahman
Hospital.” hudayassin73@gmail.com

Samer Harb (MS ’95) writes, “I am the
first Lebanese and only the sixth Arab
to earn the Certified Food Scientist
(CFS) certificate from the Institute of
Food Technologists. I am currently
working as a group bakery and pastry
general production manager for Al-
Danube-BinDawood Group in KSA. You
can watch an interview (in Arabic) with
me here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h15IqzRK1
bM.” mrsam66@hotmail.com

Ruba Moussa (BA ’95) writes, “For the
past 10 years, I have been working as a
realtor in Lebanon. I am also the
marketing agent for Zumba Fitness in
Morocco. Perhaps you want to visit
Morocco in 2019? It would be great to
see you all here. I can help you by
organizing a tour in Morocco.”
rubamoussa@gmail.com

Hassan S. Bazzi (BS ’96, MS ’98), PhD,
writes, “I am the associate dean for
research at Texas A&M University at
Qatar and have been named a fellow of
the Royal Society of Chemistry (FRSC)
in recognition of my global
contributions to the field of chemistry. I
am also the founding chair of the Qatar
Chapter of the American Chemical
Society and was recently elected as
chair for 2018-20.”

Omar Momtaz (former student 1991-
93, ME ‘96) writes, “After spending 
10 years in Saudi Arabia working in
telecommunications and technology, 
I moved to Montreal in 2016, where I 
co-founded BLINKLOGICS. I now work
in the information field, offering
consulting services and an advanced
news monitoring and analysis solution
based on natural language processing
(BLINK). I am a regular participant in
Montreal Chapter activities. I am
married to Noura Techelebi (BS ’05).
Together, we are trying (!) to raise our
three boys, aged 11, 8, and 4.”
omar.momtaz@yahoo.com
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Diala Abou Daher (BS ’99, MPH ’01)
writes, “I joined AUBMC in 2001, where
I am currently the administrator of
specialty clinics, the call center, and
international patient services. AUB is
my home, and will hopefully soon be
the home of my three children who 
look forward to joining AUB. My best
memories are at AUB, the place where 
I learned to be a better person.”
da10@aub.edu.lb

Karim Alayli (BEN ’99) writes, “I am
living and working in Dubai, UAE, as
general manager for a technology
company. To my friends and former
colleagues I want to say: You are always
on my mind and in my heart, you are
part of my life journey. I love you all
and will always remember you and
remember the great time we spent at
AUB.”

Hassan El Chami (BEN ’99) writes, 
“I am currently chief technology officer
at a mobile operator company in Nigeria
that happens to be the largest mobile
communications company on the
continent. I have three kids: two
daughters and a newborn son. I am very
thankful that I had the opportunity to
learn in such a beautiful environment
where I felt like I really belonged. AUB
is a very special place for me. My adult
life began there. I am very eager to meet
former classmates and visit my second
home during Reunion 2019.”
hassan.elchami@gmail.com

Bilal Orfali (BS ’00, BA ’01, MA ’03)
writes, “I am currently associate
professor of Arabic studies and
chairperson of the Department of
Arabic and Near Eastern Languages at
AUB, my alma mater. I previously held
the MS Sofia Chair in Arabic Studies at
Ohio State University. My research is
part of a rebirth of interest in philology
in the field of classical Arabic literature.
Imagining philology as more than the
production of authoritative editions, 
my work explores the dynamic literary
culture that produced these texts and
shows how the fields of Qur'anic
studies, theology, Sufism, history, 
adab, philosophy, lexicography, and
grammar often intersect.”

lynn Khoury (BBA ’04) writes, “After
graduation, I worked in the audit and
management consulting industries,
followed by an MS in management
science at LSE in the UK. I now live in
Cyprus, where I founded and actively
manage Mouflon Real Estate Fund, a
real estate investment fund. I cherish
the days I spent at AUB and hold very
dear the lifelong friendships I made
there. I am looking forward to Reunion
2019.” lynn.khoury@mouflonfund.com

Charbel lahoud (BSA ’04, MS ’06)
writes, “After working for many
multinational companies I completed
an international executive MBA at ESCP
Paris in 2012. I am currently working
with the World Bank education sector
Lebanon as a monitoring and
evaluation specialist at the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education.”

Aline Baghdassarian (BS ’02, MD ’06)
writes, “I have been living in Richmond,
Virginia, since 2013. I am a member of
the faculty of Virginia Commonwealth
University (VCU) School of Medicine,
Department of Emergency
Medicine/Children’s Hospital of
Richmond at VCU and the director of
the Pediatric Emergency Medicine
(PEM) Fellowship Program. I’m also in

charge of the global health section of
the department. My husband, Hagop
Jatalian (BE ’02), and I have two
children: Kevork (2) and Lori (1). We
love it here, but miss AUB every day.”
aline.baghdassarian@gmail.com

Gilbert Haddad (BS ’07) writes, “I am
currently living in New York City and
co-leading an investment team at a
hedge fund (Point72) where we leverage
machine learning and alternative data
for the investment process. I am also an
adviser for artificial intelligence at a
company called SparkCognition.”

Khalil Kreidieh (BS’07, MS’16) writes,
“After graduation in 2007, I worked as 
a research and teaching assistant at 
the Medical Laboratory Sciences
Program (MLSP) at FHS. I found this
professionally rewarding and taught
two MLSP lab courses and published 
15 research papers. At FHS, I observed
the importance of public health and its
link to preventing diseases, extending
life expectancies, and endorsing
physical health and efficiency. This
prompted me to pursue graduate
studies in epidemiology. Over the years,
I have become more attached to my
alma mater. Since 2016, I have been 
the academic and special projects
coordinator at AUB-FM.”

Fadi Jradi (BS ’08, MS ’11) writes,
“After receiving my PhD in chemistry
from Georgia Institute of Technology 
in 2016, where I conducted organic
chemistry research in the lab of Seth
Marder, I joined the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute (HHMI) as a
postdoctoral fellow. At HHMI I focused
on developing chemical biology tools
and fluorescent probes to enable super-
resolution imaging and sophisticated
neurobiological experiments. Outside
the lab, I am engaged with the AUB
alumni community in Washington, 
DC, and am currently the chapter
president.” jradif@janelia.hhmi.org

Elie Abou Jamra (BFA ’09) writes, 
“I am the CEO of Kashida
(www.kashidadesign.com), a product
design brand that I co-founded with
Mirna Hamady (BFA ’09) in 2012.
Kashida creates furniture, home
accessories, event souvenirs, and

2000s
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corporate gifts based on 3D Arabic
typography. I was recognized by
Executive magazine in its “Lebanon Top
20 Entrepreneurs” feature in 2013 and
by Lebanon Opportunities in its “30
successful entrepreneurs under 30” list
in 2015. I was also awarded the Young
Distinguished Alumni Award by MSFEA
in 2015.” info@kashidadesign.com

Mohammed Audi (BA ’09, MAFE ’12)
writes, “I am living in Washington, DC,
and work for the World Bank Group as
an education economist. My work
focuses on using data analytics to
inform system reform projects in the
education sector in Palestine, Jordan,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Tunisia.”
m.t.audi@gmail.com

Ibrahim Bitar (BS ’09) writes, “In
addition to my BS from AUB, I have a
master’s from LAU (2013) and a PhD
from the University of Pavia in Italy
(2016). I am now a full-time postdoc at
Charles University in Prague, a member
of the Faculty of Medicine in Plzen in
the Czech Republic, a part-time postdoc
at University of Veterinary and
Pharmaceutical Sciences in Brno, 
Czech Republic, and a part-time
postdoc in the microbial genomic lab 
at LAU.” ibrahimbitar5@gmail.com

Amani Hassan (MS ’09) writes, “I
successfully defended my thesis on 
the scoliosis project at CHU Sainte
Justine Research Center in Dr. Florina
Moldovan’s laboratory on October 3,
2018. I am currently a research
associate and am supervising students
from France, Canada, and Switzerland.”
amani_hh@hotmail.com

Mazen Kachmar (BBA ’09) writes,
“After working in Riyadh for the past
nine years, I recently moved to Dubai as

the operations manager for UAE, KSA,
Oman, and Qatar at United Global
Educational Resources (UGER). I have
also served the WAAAUB Riyadh
Chapter for the past four years as
committee president.”
kachmar.mazen@gmail.com

Nathalie Karaky (BS ’09) writes, “I
graduated from AUB in June 2009 with
a BS in medical lab technology. I am
currently living in Manchester, where 
I am pursuing my PhD studies.”
nathalie.karaky@gmail.com

Omar Al Najjar (BBA ’14) writes, “After
graduating from AUB, I made my way to
Consolidated Contractors Company
(CCC) where many employees, and the
company’s founders, are AUB alumni. 
I am an HR administrator in Qatar. My
closest AUB friends and I meet regularly
and are planning to meet this summer
for the fifth time. I would like to extend
my appreciation for the mentoring
platform, which was introduced
recently and has given me the
opportunity to seek professional 
advice from AUB alumni.”
omarnabil500@gmail.com

Nadim Badra (BEN ’14) writes, “I am
presently residing in Canada and
practicing the software engineering
profession in the aerospace industry. 
I have been in Canada since 2014, when
I enrolled in a master’s degree program
in electrical engineering at McGill
University. After obtaining my degree, 
I landed my first job as an assistant
project manager in an engineering
consulting company. A year later, I
seized an opportunity in the aerospace
industry. I am currently developing
software for oceanic air-traffic control
as well as flight management systems
for cockpit units.”

Ahmad Bohsali (BEN ’14) writes,
“Since I graduated in 2014, I have been
employed by Dar Al Handasah in
Beirut. I look forward to reconnecting
with the AUB community and would
like to take this chance to wish all my
AUB fellows good health, prosperity,
success, a fulfilling career, and the life
journey they desire.”
amb43@mail.aub.edu

Farah Ismail (BBA ’14) writes, “I am
currently a program coordinator at the
Suliman S. Olayan School of Business.
AUB has been home for the past nine
years, with lots of memories and
accomplishments.”
fhi00@mail.aub.edu

Sarah Siblini (BEN ’16) writes, “I am
proud to say that my colleague Natalie
El Khatib (BEN ’17) and I won
Pepsico’s Season 3 ‘Change the Game
Competition’ on January 10, 2019. We
proposed a waste recycling business
case that has an environmental and
humanitarian impact, and won the
regionals for the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region and the
sector finals in Dubai for Asia Pacific,
Pakistan, India, and MENA, making us
the AMENA winners.”

Katerina Zakka (BS ’12, MD ’16)
writes, “After earning my MD degree, 
I completed a year of internal medicine
at AUBMC and am now a postdoc
research fellow in the Division of
Hematology and Medical Oncology at
the Winship Cancer Institute of Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia. I am also
a member-at-large of the AUB Atlanta
Chapter.” kzakka01@gmail.com
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Professor Juanita Will
Soghikian, c., 1968

Farid Sami Haddad 
(BA ’41, MD ’48) 

Mihran Agbabian, PhD
(BA ’44, BS ’47)

A retired urologist, Farid Sami Haddad 

(BA ’41, MD ’48) was born in New York City in
1933 and passed away in Rancho Palos
Verdes, California, on January 13, 2019, at 
the age of 96. He trained in the 1950s at the
Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago, the
Memorial Hospital in New York City, and the
Orient Hospital in Beirut. During his long and
fruitful career, he was resident physician in
Aleppo with the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA); resident physician in
Abqaiq with Aramco; director of the Orient
Hospital; president of the marj’uywn
Government Hospital; chief of staff at the
Obeid Specialized Hospital in Riyadh; chief of
urology at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center
(VAMC) in Phoenix, Arizona; fellow of the
American College of Surgeons; and diplomate
of the American Board of Urology. Dr. Haddad
served as president of the Lebanese

Association for Urology, the Alumni
Association of the American University of
Beirut, the Medical Alumni Association of
AUB, the Lebanese Society for the History of
Medicine, the Lebanese Medical Association,
and the Lebanese Surgical Association. A
member of 37 other learned societies and the
founder of eight, Dr. Haddad is the author of
113 books and over 2,100 medical articles. He
was editor-in-chief of Annual Report of the
Orient Hospital, and Lebanese Medical
Journal. Haddad’s awards and honors include
three Lebanese National Order of the Cedar
medals—Knight, Officer, and Commander—
the award of  the Egyptian Medical
Association, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
medal. Predeceased by his wife Huda Fawaz,
Dr. Haddad is survived by his sister Samia,
his two brothers Labib and Saad, his three
children Sami, Ziad, and Ranwa, and five
grandchildren. 

Mihran Agbabian, PhD (BA ’44, BS ’47) 
Born in Cyprus in 1923, Agbabian grew up 
in Aleppo, Syria, and passed away in Los
Angeles, California, on February 12. Inspired
by the AUB liberal arts model, he was a
founding member and president emeritus of
the American University of Armenia (AUA).
Agbabian earned his bachelor’s degrees in
physics and engineering, a master’s degree 
at California Institute of Technology, and a
doctorate in civil engineering from University
of California, Berkeley. After working as a
structural engineer, he co-founded the
engineering consulting company Agbabian
Associates. He was a consultant on the effects
of nuclear weapons on civilian and military
installations and in earthquake engineering
design and analysis. In 1984, Agbabian was
appointed as the Fred Champion Professor of
Engineering at the University of Southern

California, where he served as Chairman of
the Civil Engineering Department and
Director of the Environmental Engineering
program. He was elected Member of the US
National Academy of Engineering, the
Armenian National Academy of Sciences, and
the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences. He
had an Honorary Doctor of Science degree
from Yerevan State University and he was
past president and an Honorary Member of
the Earthquake Engineering Research
Institute, and a Fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science.
Agbabian’s leadership and board roles in
Armenian organizations were extensive. AUA
is affiliated with the University of California
system and is sponsored by the Armenian
General Benevolent Union, the Armenian
government, and the US government. Among
Agbabian’s many awards are the Ellis Island
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Jacob (Jack) S. Araj
(MD ’47)

Alumni Medal of Honor (1996), Movses Khorenatsi
Medal from the President of the Republic of
Armenia, the Sahag-Mesrob Medal from his
holiness Karekin I, the St. Mesrob Medal from
his holiness Aram I Catholicos of the See of
Cilicia, and the St. Vartan Medal from his
holiness John Peter XVIII Catholicos of the

Armenian Catholic Church. He was awarded
the University of California at Berkeley
Distinguished Engineering Alumnus Citation
and the Caltech Distinguished Alumnus
Award. Agbabian is survived by his wife
Elizabeth Apkarian, his sons Paul, Bryan, 
and Michael, and four grandchildren. 

Jacob (Jack) S. Araj (MD ’47). Born in Beit
Jala, Palestine, in 1922, Dr. Araj passed away
at the age 96 in Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia,
United States, on December 15, 2018. After
graduating from AUB, Jack, as he was known,
completed a residency in radiology at the
University of Virginia and earned an
American Board of Radiology Certificate. He
first practiced radiology at St. Francis Hospital
in Chicago, Illinois. During the Korean War he
was stationed at Sheppard AFB in Texas as a
captain in the US Air Force. Following his
military service, Araj moved to Toledo, Ohio,
in 1957. There he was appointed chief of
radiology at Maumee Valley Hospital and

appointed as an associate professor at the
newly established Medical College of Ohio,
now the Medical University of Toledo. A
member of the American Medical Association,
Dr. Araj was elected as a fellow of the
American College of Radiology, an honor
awarded to only 10 percent of the
membership, for demonstrating a history of
service to organized radiology, teaching, and
research. Dr. Araj is survived by his second
wife June; his children  Deborah Davis (AUB
student 1973-74); Jennifer Speake; two
step-children; 11 grandchildren; and three
great grandchildren.  

Issam Mohammed
Kamal yaktine

(BA ’53)

Azmi Shafiq Jarrah
(BS ’57, MD ’61)

Issam Mohammed Kamal yaktine (BA ’53)
was born on November 1932, in Kab Elias,
Beqaa, and passed away in Beirut on October
20, 2018, at the age of 86. After graduating
from AUB, Mr. Yaktine opened his own
business, MEREDES, a company that held
several agencies and operated as a
wholesaler. Headquartered in the Souks on
the Green Line, MEREDES was destroyed
during the war. Following the loss of his
business, he joined Saudi Aramco as a
purchasing manager. After 12 years in
Dhahran, Mr. Yaktine returned to Lebanon. A
natural entrepreneur, he took over his father’s

business in Kab Elias and expanded it to
include real estate management and
wholesale goods for the Beqaa, before retiring
in 2009. Mr. Yaktine enjoyed collecting
carpets, lithograph prints, and rare books.
Always a giver with a larger than life
personality and a zest for life, Mr. Yaktine was
an avid reader and writer. In the last years of
his life, he wrote a memoir of his early days in
the Beqaa. He is survived by his wife Aimee
Sabbagh (BA ’53), daughters Lamia (BBA ’90),
Zeina (BBA ’90), and Maha (BA’94), his
granddaughter Mira (BA ’18), and seven
grandchildren.

Azmi Shafiq Jarrah (BS ’57, MD ’61), a
beloved pediatrician and family man, passed
away on December 4, 2018, at the age of 85 in
Morganton, North Carolina. Born in Acre,
Palestine, Dr. Jarrah knew from an early age
that he wanted to become a physician and
worked diligently towards that goal, even as
his family struggled to establish new lives
after fleeing Acre during the Nakba. Dr. Jarrah
excelled in academics and athletics, and was
awarded a scholarship to AUB FM. With a
passion for travel and social justice, he
hitchhiked with the newly established Peace
Corps, touring with famed folk singer Pete
Seeger through Lebanon’s refugee camps. This

experience ignited a lifelong interest in
American folk music. In 1965, Dr. Jarrah came
to the United States as a pediatrics resident at
the University of Wisconsin–Madison, and
completed a fellowship in pediatric
nephrology at Children’s Hospital Oakland, 
in California. He worked in Saudi Arabia for
Aramco in Dhahran where he met his wife
Maha Bachour, a pediatrics resident from
Safita, Syria. They moved to Tripoli, Libya, to
establish the pediatric ward of a new hospital,
but fled when Muammar Gaddafi came to
power. The couple then immigrated to
Morganton, North Carolina, to become
physicians at the Western Carolina Center



Bahij Suleiman Nuwayhid (BS ’64, MD ’68,
PhD ’85) retired professor and chairman of
obstetrics and gynecology at the Paul L. Foster
School of Medicine at Texas Tech University in
El Paso, Texas, passed away on January 22.
Born on July 26, 1943, Dr. Nuwayhid grew up
in Beirut. He received his residency training in
obstetrics and gynecology at Case Western
University in Cleveland, Ohio, and a perinatal
fellowship at the University of California, Los
Angeles, under esteemed Professor Nicholas
S. Assali. His first academic appointment was
as an assistant professor at Washington
University in St. Louis, Missouri. He rose
through the ranks of academia from assistant
to full professor during his tenure at McGill
University in Montreal, Canada. During his

first sabbatical in 1982, Dr. Nuwayhid studied
with world-renowned physiologist Dr. Arthur
C. Guyton at the University of Mississippi and
received his PhD in physiology in 1985. In
1991, he took his second sabbatical at
Dartmouth College in the Department of
Molecular Biology. Even in retirement, Dr.
Nuwayhid mentored and supported previous
trainees and colleagues. His work on his
memoirs was interrupted by illness. He is
survived by his beloved wife, Kathleen
Anschutz, his son Dr. Ziyad Nuwayhid, his
brother Hikmat, and his sister Mona Ibrahim.
He was predeceased by his brother Nizar. He
will be missed by nieces, nephews, and
cousins all over the world.

Alumni

Zaven G. Bilezikjian (BS ’62, MD ’66). Born in
Aleppo, Syria in 1942, Dr. Bilezikjian passed
away at the age of 76 on September 27, 2018,
following a lengthy battle with prostate
cancer. After graduation he completed a
one-year internship in Philadelphia and an
orthopedic surgery residency at UCLA from
1969 to 1974. He served for two years in the
Navy, including a year in Vietnam. During his
long career as a surgeon, Dr. Bilezikjian served
as chief of staff and chief of surgery, while
maintaining practices in La Palma Hospital
and Anaheim Memorial Hospital in Southern
California. He was married to Charlene

(Sherry) Tipton from 1971 to 1985. He met
Jamie Yale Colucci in 1999 and they married in
2002. Dr. Bilezikjian enjoyed family life, family
vacations, and a wide variety of interests. He
was a great tennis player and enjoyed chess,
backgammon, belote, and bridge. He had an
extensive knowledge of classical music and
played the piano beautifully. In addition to 
his wife Jamie, Dr. Bilezikjian is survived by 
a brother Vahe, sisters Berta and Louise, 
and children Tanya, Sandra, Mark, and
step-daughter Gina. He was loved by all 
and will be sorely missed. 

Zaven G. Bilezikjian
(BS ’62, MD ’66)

Bahij Suleiman
Nuwayhid

(BS ’64, MD ’68,
PhD ’85)

Khachig Der Arakelian
(BS ’77)

Khachig Der Arakelian (BS ’77) was born in
Beirut on September 11, 1953, and passed
away at the age of 64 on November 25, 2017.
His family fled from the Armenian genocide
and struggled to establish themselves in a new
city. A good student, Mr. Der Arakelian was
soon awarded a full scholarship from the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation to pursue
his bachelor’s degree in Pharmacy at AUB,
where he excelled even during the hardships
and challenges of the civil war. After
graduation, Mr. Der Arakelian worked at
Roche, a Swiss multinational pharmaceutical

company, where he began as a medical
representative and climbed up the corporate
ladder to become a sales manager. For several
years, he served his community as treasurer 
of the board in the Order of Pharmacists in
Lebanon. Due to a diagnosis of multiple
sclerosis in the 1990s, Mr. Der Arakelian left
Roche to open his own pharmacy business.
Despite the challenges that he faced due to his
illness, he was always there for his family. He
is survived by his wife Serpouhy and his two
children Marinella and Mosses, who are both
pharmacists and proud to continue his legacy.

(now J. Iverson Riddle Developmental Center).
In 1972, Dr. Jarrah opened his private practice,
where he cared for thousands of children,
often generously donating his services. After
retiring in 2000, he continued to be an active

member of his community, and enjoyed
jogging, tennis, golf, and music. He is
survived by his sister Aida, his wife Maha, 
his daughters Rima and Hania, and four
grandchildren.
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Sir Michael Francis 
Atiyah

(DHl ’04)

Alumni

Former
Faculty

Sir Michael Francis Atiyah (DHL ’04) was
born in London on April 22, 1929, and died in
Edinburgh, UK, on January 11, 2019. Widely
recognized as one of the 20th century’s most
influential mathematicians, Sir Atiyah
received the two highest honors in
mathematics: the Fields Medal in 1966 for his
seminal work on K theory, and the Abel Prize
in 2004, which he shared with his MIT
colleague Isadore Singer for their joint work
on index theorems. Sir Atiyah was knighted in
1983, made a member of the Order of Merit in
1992, and a grand officer of the French Legion
of Honor in 2011. His ties to the Middle East
include his grandfather, Selim Atiyah, who
was a medical student at AUB in the 1890s, his
Lebanese father Edward, who authored books
about his Arab heritage, and a childhood
spent in Khartoum and at Victoria College in
Alexandria, Egypt. After earning his
bachelor’s and doctorate degrees from Trinity
College, Cambridge, Sir Atiyah held positions
at Cambridge and at Oxford, where he was

Savilian Professor of Geometry from 1963 to
1969 and Royal Society Research Professor
from 1973 to 1990. He became a fellow of the
Royal Society in 1962, and served as the
society’s president from 1990 to 1995. He
worked at the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton (including a professorship from
1969 to 1972), and in 1990, he became master
of Trinity College, Cambridge, and director of
the Isaac Newton Institute for Mathematical
Sciences, Cambridge. As President of
Pugwash, he was active in promoting world
peace. In 2001, Dr. Atiyah delivered AUB’s
commencement address, exhorting students
“not to lose the idealism of youth, but to
temper it with realism and experience.”  He
served on the International Advisory
Committee of AUB’s Center for Advanced
Mathematical Sciences. A chair was
established in his name. Sir Michael is
predeceased by his wife Lily and his son 
John, and survived by sons David and Robin.   

John louis Fischer

Juanita Will Soghikian

John louis Fischer, PhD, was born in
Oklahoma in 1923 and passed away in Tucson,
Arizona, in 2017. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in 1946 and a master’s degree in 1950
from Oklahoma A&M University, and received
his PhD in agricultural economics in 1955 
from the University of Wisconsin. Strongly
committed to broad access to higher
education, Dr. Fischer was a faculty member
at several universities across the United
States. He served as dean of AUB’s FAFS from
1979 to 1981, and is remembered there as a
thoughtful, intelligent, and generous leader.

Fischer worked for USAID in Ethiopia, served
as an adviser on Agriculture and Rural
Development in Turkey, and as the executive
director of the Consortium for International
Development before ending his career as
Policy Advisor on Agriculture to the Ministry
of Agriculture in Swaziland. He is predeceased
by Jeanne Moore, his wife of 70 years, and
survived by his four children—Dr. Donald
Fischer, Marilyn Fischer Newbry, Dorothy
Fischer Briggs, and Barbara Fischer
Cortez—eleven grandchildren, and seven 
great grandchildren.

Juanita Will Soghikian passed away in San
Diego, California, on April 4, 2018, in her 90th

year of life. She earned a master’s degree in
child development and education at Columbia
University, where she fell in love with Shahan
K. Soghikian (BA ’48) while he was getting 
his master’s degree in civil engineering. In
1951, Juanita traveled to Beirut to teach at the
American Community School. When Shahan
joined her there in 1952, they married and 
had three children.  For a decade, beginning
in 1962, Mrs. Soghikian was an assistant
professor in the Education Department at
AUB. She was a devoted and excellent
educator. In her last month of life, she was
still receiving letters from students she had
helped half a century ago. Many called her an
inspirational role model, as she was a gentle
feminist who encouraged women to have
fulfilling careers in addition to being great

parents. Soghikian was instrumental in
changing AUB’s policy of tuition
reimbursement for the children of faculty
members to include not just male, but female
faculty. In 1972, she moved to the Boston area
with her three children, and she became
affiliated with Harvard University's Middle
Eastern Studies Department. She published a
unique curriculum and textbook for teaching
Middle Eastern culture and geography in
elementary schools.  She also helped produce
manuscripts for the Armenian Ethnic Heritage
Project. In 1986, Mrs. Soghikian married
Reverend Romain Swedenburg, whose family
had lived in Lebanon, and she spent the rest
of her life in the western United States. She is
survived by her children, Drs. Cynthia Wolfe,
Sandy Hilger, and Gregory Soghikian, her
stepsons Ray and Ted Swedenburg (BA ’74),
and eight grandchildren.
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We Remember
Jamileh Mirza Fritz DIPLM ’35

Amjad Deeb Ghanma BA ’37

Hasib Halawi BA ’41, MA ’42

Farid Sami Haddad BA ’41, MD ’48

Paul youssef Khlat BA ’43, MA ’44

Haibat Makhzoumi BA ’43

James George Makol MD ’43

Ibrahim S. Haddad BA ’45

Fouad Philip Bardawil BA ’48

Afaf Mostafa El Zein BA ’49, MA ’51

Badi A. Batshun PHCH ’51

Rashid S. Khouri BBC ’51

Monah Sami Hamadeh BA ’47, MD ’51

Ishak F. Abu-Khadra BA ’51, MA ’52

Jamal A. Sa’d BA ’53

Abdul-Ghani BA ’53
Shafik Bikdash

Suad Jabir BA ’53

Amal I. Naffa’ BA ’54

Farid Karam BA ’50, MD ’54

Issam Mohamad BA ’54
Kamal yaktin

lydia Knabian Cseri DIPLM ’55

Charles Butros Raad BA ’55

Omar Abdallah Adra BA ’55

Nabil W. Abdul-Karim BE ’55

Usama Najib Majzoub BA ’52, MD ’56

Roy A. Karaoglan BA ’56, MA ’58

linda Kattan MA ’57

George A. Baramki BS ’57

Mark Taniel Garabedian BS ’57

Khaled Salim Awar BE ’59

Hasan Zein El Abedine Kadi BA ’59

BA ’59

BE ’60

DIPLM ’60

BA ’61, MA ’62

BS ’57, MD ’61

BA ’62, MA ’64

BE ’64
MA ’64
BS ’64, BS ’68

BS ’62, MD ’66

BAR ’71

BA ’72

BE ’72

BS ’73, MA ’78

Hagop A. Manugian 

Samir Daher Hamza

Arshalouys Joseph 

Vartanian

George G. Murr

Azmi S. Jarrah

Jamil Makhoul yaziji 

Amal Hassib Jabarah 

Maqbulur Rahman

Bahij Sleiman Nuwayhid 

Muhamad Zafer S. Kayyali 

Pierre Elias Bassil

Saad Khodor Matar 

Omar Amin Hamadeh 

Khalil G. Mahshi

yvonne Naim Ged Salem BA ’73

Ferial Mashini BA ’77

Ramiz Robert Najib BA ’78
Abu-Haydar

Antoine Hanna Nassar BA ’81

Said Haidar MS ’81

Ala’ Ahmad Ismail BBA ’83, 
MBA ’87

Jean Antoine Fayyad BS ’82, MD ’85

Mazen Samih Halawi BA ’85

Kamal Abdul Rahim BA ’00
Abou Hussein

Non-degree Alumni

Robert David Leas   Student 1962-63
Sara Everett Student 1954-55

Friends, Faculty, Staff

Michael Amin 
Maher Izzat Baydoun
Farouk Abdel Kader Ghandour
Emile Milhim Hannouche
Joseph Kyrillos
Lynn Miller
Zeinab Mounir Osseiran
Mary Skumanich 
Talal Hassan Zein

We Remember includes deaths from August  2018 - January  2019.

I support AUB because of what it gave my
father: a great education, a way to meet my
mother, and—as he put it—“the best years of
my life.” My father earned his MD degree at
AUB in 1941. My seven siblings and I grew up
hearing his stories and had a chance to meet
many of his friends and other AUB alumni,
including Dr. Bayard Dodge and Dr. Charles
Malik, who he invited to speak at the
University of Texas at Austin.

My father lived a life of humility, serving God,
his country, and his patients. He shunned

opportunities for personal economic gain 
and public recognition. My father welcomed
everyone to our home, where he counseled
many, including my wife, Dina Tebcherany,
who is now a medical oncologist and the
mother of our four children. He was always
eager to “light someone’s candle.” It was his
example that inspired us to create the Light a
Candle Foundation and to establish this
award. Our hope is that the recipients of this
award will take the time to read about Dr. H.R.
Nassour Jr. and to be inspired to follow his
lead and light a candle for others. 

Our Legacy: the Dr. H.R. Nassour Jr. 
Surgical Residency Award



• What articles/sections do you read or skip?
I read:
I skip:

• What would you like to see more of in the magazine?
Student stories, faculty research, alumni stories/news,
campus life, community service, human interest, other: 

• I am: a student, an alumnus, a friend, a faculty/staff
member  |  (18 – 39), (40 – 59), (60 – 69), (over 70)

maingate@aub.edu.lb

Help us create
the future of
MainGate.

Send us an email.
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Return Address

American University of Beirut
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
8th Floor
New York, NY 10017-2303

As seen from Lee
Observatory,
the earth brushes through
the tail of Halley’s Comet
(May 19, 1910). 




