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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

You will find a good deal of information in this issue of MainGate about what VP and Dean of Medical Affairs Mohamed Sayegh 

and his team have been up to since he joined AUB in September 2009: a new strategic plan for the Medical Center; the 

selection of a Leadership Team of associate and assistant deans, program directors, and administrators; the appointment 

of a Patient Satisfaction Task Force; and recent agreements to forge new local and regional alliances.  These collaborations 

have already begun to afford our medical staff and students valuable opportunities to engage with the community and to 

gain critical experience and training.  Fourth-year 

resident Dimah Saadé, whom you will meet on page 

26, is one of those students.   I know you will be 

impressed by the energy and speed with which VP 

Sayegh and his team are working to build on the 

strong foundation that our former VP/Dean Nadim 

Cortas laid during his 10-year tenure.  I can report 

that these and many other changes are already 

having an impact on clinical, teaching and educa-

tion, research, and outreach programs at the AUB 

Medical Center and Faculty of Medicine.  

Although he has ambitious plans to found 

additional centers of excellence, to establish a vital 

Clinical Research Institute, and to launch a network 

of satellite clinics in Lebanon and the region, Mo 

(as VP Sayegh is widely known at AUB) will be the 

first to tell you that AUBMC is first and foremost 

an academic hospital; he will also tell you that he 

wouldn’t have it any other way.  In addition to the 

important role that our great hospital and medical school have played for more than 140 years educating future genera-

tions of doctors and nurses, Mo believes strongly that patients receive better care when they are treated at academic 

hospitals—one of the many cogent points he makes in the interview on page 18.

Since the medical school was established in 1867—one year after the founding of the Syrian Protestant College—this 

institution has been involved in medical education and health care.  Our commitment to both is just as strong today, and 

it is central to AUB’s mission to serve the peoples of the Middle East and beyond.

President Peter F. Dorman
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Winter 2010 Vol. VIII, No. 2
I have just received the winter 2010 

MainGate and was thrilled to see the 

photo of Professor Kuran. I was not 

aware that he is still teaching. I always 

enjoyed my time in his classes and 

remember him fondly!

Yusef Shalabi (BE ’63)

Dubai, UAE

I really appreciate all of the MainGate

issues which I find very informative 

and very well presented. Keep up 

the good work and be sure that your 

issues are being read with much inter-

est by AUB alumni all over the world.

André Debbané (BA ’75)

Montreal, Canada

When I saw 

the “School 

of Commerce 

Hockey Team, 

1921” picture on 

the back cover 

of your Fall 2009 

issue I recog-

nized the obvious similarity with a photo 

from my family archive [see above right]. 

One of my uncles (last name is “Felah”, 

sometimes spelled as “Falah”) should be 

in the picture.  All I knew was that it was 

taken in the Lebanon/Syria/Palestine/

Turkey area in the early 1900s.  I believe 

it is the same stairway and context as 

your picture.  I would be very curious if 

you can confirm and if you are able to 

comment more on the context, other 

than it seems to be another hockey 

team.  My main intention in sharing 

the pictures is to make sure they are 

in good hands and added to the AUB 

archives where they belong.

Fady A. Harfoush

Naperville, Illinois

I’ve landed at the AUB Medical Center several times in recent years thanks to the long-haul flight that wrecked my back 

and a nasty departing gift from my son’s daycare; I’ll personally vouch that doctors really care for their patients. It’s a very 

“up” atmosphere; the place is bustling with volunteers, doctors, and residents and there are plenty of reminders celebrat-

ing AUBMC’s JCIA accreditation and the ANCC Magnet Recognition Program® award.

Despite these positive vibes, there’s also a pervasive sense of the need for self improvement, for expansion, and for 

better services. A recently launched task force is currently addressing issues related to everything from parking to signage 

to patient relations.  The results are already benefiting the patients, their families, and AUB faculty, staff, and students.  

What is harder to appreciate when visiting AUBMC is its reach beyond Hamra.  AUBMC works with communities far 

beyond Beirut, providing students and residents the opportunity to learn, teach, and serve. And isn’t that what AUB is all 

about? “Serving the peoples of the Middle East and beyond”? AUB cares for students; AUBMC cares for patients; and 

we all care for the community at large.

Whether you’re living in Beirut or haven’t been back for years, we hope that MainGate brings you a little closer to AUB. 

Ada H. Porter

Editor, MainGate

Errata

Winter 2010 Vol. VIII, No. 2
These photos in the Winter 2010 issue were miscaptioned. 

We sincerely apologize for the mistake.

write us write usaingate@aub.edu.lb maingate@aub.edu.lb maingate@aub.edu.lb

Sawsan Kreydiyyeh Nesta Sagherian First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt in front 
of Jafet library. Left to right: Alice 
Crawford, Dale Penrose, David Wilder, 
Mrs. Roosevelt, President Penrose, 
Polly Penrose (10/2/1952)

Recognize this photo?
Let us know! –Ed.
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Viewfinder
The AUB campus at 1000 feet:
a bird's-eye  view of campus and its 
9000 trees.

More On-lineMore On-line
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Off the shelves:

best sellers at the AUB bookstore

1- Off the Wall: Political Posters of the Lebanese Civil War by Zeina Maasri 

(I B Tauris & Co Ltd.)

2- A House of Many Mansions: The History of Lebanon Reconsidered by 

Kamal S. Salibi (I B Tauris & Co Ltd.)

3- A History of Modern Lebanon by Fawwaz Traboulsi (Pluto)

4- Marking Beirut: A City Revealed Through its Graffiti by Tala F. Saleh 

(published by Joseph Brakhya)

5- Breaking Dawn by Stephenie Meyer (Little, Brown Books for Young 

Readers)

6- Lebanon (Through Writers' Eyes) by T.J. Gorton and A. Féghali Gorton 

(Eland Publishing Ltd.)

7- A World I Loved: The Story of an Arab Woman by Wadad Makdisi 

Cortas (Nation Books)

8- Lebanese ("Australian Women's Weekly" Mini) by Susan Tomnay (ACP 

Publishing Pty Ltd.)

9- New Moon by Stephenie Meyer (Little, Brown Books for Young 

Readers)

10- The Hakawati by Rabih Alameddine (Alfred A. Knopf)

bias towards Israel was the focus 

of AUB Professor of Sociology and 

Media Studies Jad Melki’s presenta-

tion of a recent study he had con-

ducted on media coverage of the July 

2006 war.  The University of Tehran’s 

Marziya Motaharri also found evi-

dence of Western media bias point-

ing to the favorable coverage of the 

opposition during the recent Iranian 

elections.  More than 65 topics were 

discussed during the two-day event 

at AUB January 7-8, including Ameri-

can education in the Arab world, 

internet diplomacy, cultural identity, 

Uneasy Dialogue  
Many who attended “Connections 

and Ruptures: America and the Mid-

dle East” agreed that the election of 

President Barack Obama had not 

resulted in a change in US Middle 

East policy.  Speaking at the con-

ference that was organized by the 

Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdu-

laziz Al Saud Center for American 

Study and Research (CASAR), Not-

tingham University Professor Maria 

Ryan asserted that Obama was con-

tinuing the foreign policies of the 

Bush administration.  Western media 

Seen and Heard 

and American Muslims.   In his clos-

ing lecture Professor Ussama Mak-

disi from Rice University called for a 

“reframed and revitalized conversa-

tion” between the United States and 

the Middle East. 

Educational Partnership 
In a recent interview in Al-Inshaa’, 

HE Former Prime Minister and AUB 

Trustee Najib Mikati (BA ’79, MA 

’80) spoke of his interest in develop-

“Samuel Johnson once 
wrote that ‘Integrity 

without knowledge is 
weak and useless, and 

knowledge without 
integrity is dangerous and 

dreadful.’ Although written 
over two hundred years 

ago, this paradigm defines 
the double mandate of 

higher education today:  
on the one hand, to 

prepare citizens to take 
up a productive role in 

society and, on the other, 
to model the transparency 

and integrity that is so 
essential in building 

enlightened communities 
in which human rights can 

flourish.”
President Dorman, 

at a workshop entitled 
“Social Justice and the Role 

of Human Rights” 
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tion for the Restoration and Study of 

Lebanese Medieval Frescoes, escort-

ed his audience on a whirlwind tour 

of several key restoration sites in 12th 

and 13th century churches.  These 

restoration projects, first initiated in 

2005, have revealed some extraor-

dinary hidden treasures.  Working in 

churches in Jbeil, Batroun, Koura, and 

the Qadisha Valley alongside experts 

from Poland and Italy, Lebanese 

archaeologists have unveiled stunning 

paintings that combine the beauty 

of classical Byzantine painting with 

recognizably local stylistic influences.  

Many questions remain unanswered 

as to who painted them, who com-

missioned them and why, and why 

they are found primarily in this area of 

northern Lebanon? 

“Education, education, 
education is the main 

support of this society.” 
Mexican-Lebanese 

entrepreneur Carlos Slim, 
lecturing at the AUB OSB

On the summer 2010 
tourist invasion:

“By some estimates, 
tourism will bring 4 to 

5 billion dollars directly 
into the economy, make 

up 13 percent of the GDP 
and another 7 to 8 billion 
[dollars] indirectly,” said 

AUB economics professor 
Marcus Marktanner. “The 

situation is similar to an 
oil boom.”

The Media Line

ment and education and talked about 

the new school he has founded in 

Tripoli in collaboration with AUB.  The 

University has been instrumental in 

preparing the school curriculum as 

well as structuring its educational 

and administrative requirements.  The 

school, which will serve 1,200 primary 

and secondary students and offer 

vocational training for an additional 

800 students, is slated to open in 

September 2010. 

Guiding Principles
Speaking at the Issam Fares Institute 

Bill and Sally Hambrecht Distinguished 

Peacemakers Lecture Series, former 

diplomat and peace negotiator, HE 

Lakhdar Brahimi shared a wealth of 

experience with his audience.  What I 

have learned, he said, is to make mis-

takes but only to make new ones; and 

also, that you never know enough. 

The best course to follow, he contin-

ued, is that of a sea captain: “naviga-

tion by sight,” keeping in mind that 

there are rocks you cannot see and 

that the weather may change.  Also, 

Brahimi cautioned, one should neither 

underestimate others nor overestimate 

oneself.  Author of the Brahimi Report, 

a UN guide to peacekeeping, Brahimi 

emphasized the vital role of the UN 

and how important it is for the Sec-

retary General to tell the UN Security 

Council what it needs to know. 

Beautiful Mysteries 
Revealed
During an illustrated lecture at the 

Archaeology Museum, organised 

by the Friends of the Museum, Ray 

Mouawad, president of the Associa- Medieval frescos, before (top) and after restoration

Lakhdar Brahimi
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“Our generation feels 
the bitterness for the 

opportunities we have 
been wasting for the 

past decades...We are 
not satisfied with what 

we have achieved, 
because it is little.  The 

Arab world is in a phase 
of transition. We have to 

make sure it is moving 
in the right direction to a 

better and more stable 
and prosperous phase.” 

Amre Moussa
Secretary-General to the  

League of Arab States,
lecturing at the AUB IFI

On climate sceptics 
who doubt the urgency 
of adopting renewable 

energy projects:
"They keep saying we 

need more research. Why 
do you need additional 

diagnosis when the 
patient is dying?" 

May Jurdi
AUB professor of 

environmental health.
Reuters.com

FAS

Life in the Fast Lane 
Speaking at the Inaugural Anis Makdis-

si Memorial Lecture entitled, “Finding 

Our Niche in the Narratives of Nations: 

The Challenge for Arab Journalists,” 

three-time Pulitzer Prize nominee and 

the Issam Fares Institute’s writer in 

residence Nora Boustany recounted 

how she jumped on a plane to Libya as 

a young Washington Post reporter with 

pneumonia and without a visa.  It could 

have been a disaster, but for the tena-

cious Boustany, it was just another epi-

sode in a successful career.  In addition 

to sharing other stories from her 32 

years as an Arab American journalist, 

Boustany spoke about the challenges 

and opportunities facing Middle East 

journalists today, most especially in 

the face of “citizen” journalism—blogs, 

twitter and social networking websites. 

“The Arab world has no more time for 

self delusion,” she said, “It is time for 

us to clinically look at ourselves.”  

FHS

Smoking Out the Facts  
The rise of the nargile (water pipe) 

in Lebanon, especially among the 

young, raises serious health con-

cerns because many people believe—

wrongly—that the nargile is less harm-

ful than cigarettes. The impact and 

epidemiology of the nargile is at the 

forefront of research by AUB Tobacco 

Control Research Group (AUB-TCRG), 

a multidisciplinary team established in 

l999. Led by Assistant Professor Rima 

Nakkash from the FHS Center for 

From the Faculties

Research on Population Health, the 

team has just been given a vital boost 

thanks to a grant from the Interna-

tional Development Research Center-

Research for International Tobacco 

Control (IDRC-RITC). 

Read the faculty’s latest publications 

at http://fhs.aub.edu.lb/  

More On-lineMore On-line

FEA

Algorithm wizards 
A team of FEA computer engineering 

students participated in the International 

Collegiate Programming Contest 2010 

World Finals in China in February. Jad 

Hachem and Mario Ghandour Achkar 

(3rd year) and Oussama Hariz (4th  

year), came in 4th out of 46 teams in 

the regional finals where they were 

selected as one of three teams from 

the Arab and North Africa Region to 

continue on to China.  Here they faced 

stiff competition from 108 teams from 

across the globe.  FEA Professor Louay 

Bazzi explained that although the China 

experience was positive, the team had 

been pitted against others with 3-4 

years of training, whereas the AUB 

team had only 4-5 months.  However a 

new FEA team is already in training with 

coach Nagi Nahas (PhD student) and 

the good news is that the regional finals 

will be held in Lebanon in November, at 

the Lebanese American University. “This 

is great for us,” Bazzi said, “and great 

for the country.” 
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          New On-line  

The Situation in the Middle East: A Vision for 

the Future 

Secretary General of 

the League of Arab 

States Amre Moussa 

speaks at the IFI Bill 

and Sally Hambrecht 

Peacemakers Lectures 

at AUB.

East/West Understanding

An international panel 

of scholars, students, 

and directors from 6 

Alwaleed Centers in 

the US, UK, Lebanon 

and Egypt discuss 

“Building Bridges for 

Better Understanding 

Between the Arab/Muslim Worlds and the West”.

Charlie Rose Brain Series 

Experts including 

Huda Zoghbi (AUB 

trustee, BS ’76) 

discuss the brain and 

language acquisition 

in episode 5 of Charlie 

Rose’s Brain Series 

on Feb. 23.

AUB Choir Annual Christmas Concert

The choir presents 

holiday carols and 

works by Claude 

Goudimel, Giovanni 

Gabriel i , Fel ix 

Mendelssohn, Shireen 

Abu Khader, Francois 

Poulenc and more.

Poetic Thoughts 
At the “First University Poetry Evening” 

that the Lebanese Writers Union and 

AUB's Civil Engineering Society orga-

nized at West Hall on January 13, three 

veteran poets spoke of their love of 

poetry and Arab culture and received 

some advice.  While Tareq Nassered-

dine urged the audience to hear “the 

humming beat of an enamored heart,” 

Yussef Abdel Samad described women 

as “an inexhaustible source of inspira-

tion.” Ghassan Matar, on the other 

hand, warned that “failure to read in 

Arabic and loss of interest in the lan-

guage could lead to the extinction of 

the Arab spirit.” 

FM

Teaming Up to Battle 
Cancer 
At a recent meeting in Beirut, doctors 

from the King Hussein Cancer Center 

(KHCC) and AUBMC signed a Memo-

randum of Understanding (MOU) to 

establish a joint program in research 

and education to treat cancer.  Medical 

VP and Dean Mohamed Sayegh wel-

comed the KHCC delegation led by Dr. 

Mahmoud Sarhan, director general and 

chief executive officer, who said, “The 

partnership will equip both institutions 

with the skills and knowledge needed to 

continue dealing with the growing can-

cer burden that our region is facing.” 

Director of AUB’s Naef K. Basile 

Cancer Institute Dr. Fady Geara said the 

MOU would open “the door for strong 

and active collaboration between two 

of the top academic oncology institu-

tions in the Arab world for the best 

interest of our cancer patients.”  Dr. 

Miguel Abboud, medical director of the 

Children’s Cancer Center of Lebanon, 

added, “The future of clinical research 

in oncology and hematology in the 

region depends on strong ties between 

centers of excellence such as AUBMC 

and KHCC." 

Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute

www.youtube.com/AUBatLebanon

More On-lineMore On-line
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New Hope
Commenting on a new method of 

bone marrow transplantation for 

adult patients with sickle cell disease 

recently announced by a US medical 

research team, Dr. Miguel Abboud 

was quoted on ABC Global News as 

saying, “The findings are very signifi-

cant because adults with very severe 

sickle cell disease have decreased life 

expectancy and multiple morbidities 

but have limited therapeutic options. In 

the past these patients were excluded 

from transplant studies as they are 

very poor candidates for high dose 

chemotherapy regimens. This study 

makes it possible to offer stem cell 

transplants to this subset of patients 

with severe sickle cell disease.”

At Your Service
Given their excellent reputations, 

AUBMC doctors are understandably 

concerned when they hear criticism 

about the quality of medical servic-

es.  Enter the new Patient Satisfaction 

Task Force that is looking for ways to 

upgrade services at all interface points 

between patients, visitors, and the 

hospital.  “People believe in the quality 

of medicine at AUBMC,” explains pae-

diatric surgeon Dr. Maher Soubra, who 

is directing the task force, “but not the 

services…With all the talent that exists 

at AUB, I see no reason why we should 

not be able to find solutions.”  

Now everything is being reassessed 

from the moment a patient arrives at 

the hospital to when he is discharged.  

Though the task force’s full report has 

not yet been completed, early indica-

tions are that the hospital entrance will 

be cleaned up; the admitting process 

streamlined; ventilation and circulation 

within the hospital will be improved; 

and even parking problems will be 

addressed.  Once the report has been 

assessed, other task forces concen-

trating on various departments will be 

appointed.  Rumour has it that waiting 

patients might even be offered a wel-

come cup of tea or coffee!  (See page 

20 for an article on the new task force 

and other changes involving clinical 

care at AUBMC.)  

Tight Focus
Professors Marwan El-Sabban, Ali 

Bazarbachi, and Rihab Nasr are just 

a few of the scientists at AUB who 

are using advanced imaging micros-

copy to enhance their understanding 

of cellular functions in health and in dis-

ease.  Although housed at the Faculty 

of Medicine, the $650,000 confocal 

microscope is a University Core Facility 

that is available to all AUB scientists.  

El-Sabban, who recently conducted a 

training workshop on the new micro-

scope, says it “is one of very few fully 

functional units in the Middle East and 

has helped us acquire high resolution 

images to support our studies on can-

cer and stem cells.”

FAFS

Seeds of Success 
At a recent FAFS conference, “Effec-

tive Public Policies for the Marketing 

of Lebanese Agro-food Products," 

participants explored the important 

role that this sector plays in the Leba-

nese economy.  While criticizing farm-

ers and merchants for their failure to 

perform at optimum levels, Agriculture 

Minister Hussein El Hajj noted that 

without social justice, no improve-

ments in practice could be effective. 

He discussed his ministry’s work in 

helping farmers reduce their operating 

costs and pledged legislative reforms 

to facilitate agribusiness.  AUB Assis-

tant Professor of Economics Jad 

Chaaban stressed the importance of 

a viable agricultural policy since 50 

percent of those living in rural areas 

depended on this sector.  FAFS Dean 

Nahla Hwalla highlighted AUB’s new 

agribusiness program as a way of bet-

ter preparing students to profitably run 

their own businesses.

High-resolution confocal microscope image of different activity and organizing centers inside the nucleus 
of a cancer cell (Dr. Youmna Kfoury and Zeina Dassouky).
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editing, blogs and online publications, 

corporate responsibility, and media.

Abu-Fadil is well aware that REP 

needs to do more to help journalists 

confront the new challenges of the 

digital age.  As REP prepares to move 

to a new home, the enterprising Abu-

Fadil has already staked a claim to the 

perfect space for 

the newsroom 

where journalists 

from the region 

will be able to 

experience what 

it feels like to be 

in a fast-paced 

news gathering 

environment. 

As someone 

with 30 years 

experience in 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

print, radio and 

agency journal-

ism, and now an 

active contributor to online media, 

Abu-Fadil understands the needs of 

journalists often struggling with poor 

resources and little money.  “We give 

these people hands-on practice and 

opportunities,” she says. “It's a ser-

vice, in Arabic, English and French, 

that no one else offers, and there is 

serious value added in this.” 

HSON

Aural Attack 
Visiting Fulbright Professor Marjaneh 

Fooladi has been based at the Hariri 

School of Nursing since fall 2009 

drawing up plans to help tackle one 

of the blights of living in Beirut—

noise!  Fooladi has adopted a two-

pronged approach to the problem: 

to influence policy on environmental 

noise and to assess the effect of 

noise on the health and hearing of a 

sample of 100 adult men and women 

living in Hamra.  She plans to test the 

REP

Better News 
Although Magda Abu-Fadil does not 

yet have the state-of-the-art news-

room that she dreams about, she is 

already helping to improve the quality 

of journalism throughout the region.  

As REP’s director of the Journal-

ism Training Program, Abu-Fadil has 

big plans for the program which she 

launched in 2007.  Its training work-

shops have had considerable impact 

by promoting a culture of accountabil-

ity and responsibility among investiga-

tive journalists from across the region.  

During the workshops, Abu-Fadil 

tackles subjects like ethics, legal limits 

and how to dig for information, as well 

as a range of other issues including 

environmental reporting, safety and 

survival tactics in emergency situa-

tions, the intricacies of election cover-

age, legislative affairs, media literacy, 

corporate communications and, one 

of the biggest challenges facing jour-

nalists today, the advent of citizen 

journalism including audio and video 

A rendering of the future JTP newsroom

Always a jam: Bliss Street
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noise level in Hamra and compare 

it to the international standards of 

an allowable 75 decibel maximum. 

Fooladi notes that loud, persistent 

noise causes vibration of the eardrum 

and triggers signals to the brain to 

produce harmful chemicals.  In addi-

tion, noise increases stress, which 

in turn increases gastric acid, not to 

mention that it also causes tempers 

to rise and heightens aggression, as 

is often seen on the roads of Beirut.  

The results of Fooladi’s studies will 

be submitted to the authorities in an 

attempt to encourage noise policy 

enforcement that includes fines for 

violators.  The aim is to stop drivers 

from constantly honking their horns. 

Fooladi suggests that money col-

lected in fines could be used to plant 

trees in Hamra that would serve as 

noise absorbers. 

Second Chance 
The Hariri School of Nursing’s new 

BS-BSN degree, known as the "sec-

ond degree program"—(one of the 

most popular in the United States)—

opens up opportunities for a whole 

new career by making it possible 

for students who already have an 

undergraduate degree to earn anoth-

er undergraduate degree in nursing.  

The accelerated two-year program "is 

the first of its kind in the Middle East, 

and is attractive for many reasons," 

says HSON Director Huda Abu-Saad 

Huijer. Because of a worldwide nurs-

ing shortage, which is particularly 

acute in the Middle East, graduates 

are able to easily find employment 

after they graduate.

  More On-lineMore On-line

mean and what changes are needed 

to help society thrive.”  

As a man who believes in the power 

of education and has dedicated funds 

to improving schools in rural areas and 

providing scholarships in his home 

country, Slim said it is important to 

understand that one of the main chal-

lenges society faces is in the quality 

and modernity of the education it pro-

vides, and that early education is vital.    

During the question and answer 

session he shared with his audience 

some of the secrets of his success. 

“There are no challenges we cannot 

overcome with clear objectives and 

the tools,” he said. His personal credo 

eschews negative thinking, he favors 

optimism and passion along with the 

courage to face down fear.

Slim’s trip to Lebanon was a per-

sonal and emotional journey.  He 

wanted to get to know the country 

that his father wrote about to his 

brother when he arrived in Mexico in 

1902.  Slim’s father was just 14 years 

old. In Lebanon, Slim was accompa-

nied by two of his six children, though 

he told the audience that they had all 

wanted to join him. 

Pressed on his reaction to Lebanon 

Slim said, “I have, in these few days, 

a very clear view that with peace and 

a local vision, Lebanon will be sustain-

able, will grow and investment will be 

good here.”  He did however call for 

the privatization of failing services: 

power, electricity, telecoms and the 

inadequate broadband supply being 

high on the list.  “Based on skills, 

talents, banking, agriculture, tourism 

and services, a country like Lebanon, 

developing in any area, will work,” he 

reassured his audience.

 OSB  

Lebanon Will Work

Carlos Slim, an entrepreneur whose 

fortune currently ranks him as the 

richest man in the world, spoke to a 

packed audience at AUB’s Suliman S. 

Olayan School of Business on March 

17.  Examining the topic “The New 

Civilization of Knowledge and Technol-

ogy,” Slim, the Mexican born son of a 

Lebanese emigrant, took his audience 

on a personal and philosophical jour-

ney that tapped into his knowledge of 

history and commerce.

Thanks to the dramatic advances 

of the last fifty years, Slim explained, 

a whole new set of paradigms 

developed in response to techno-

logical and social change: freedom, 

democracy, plurality, diversity, and 

mobility. “Competitiveness is also a 

paradigm,” he added, “and people 

need to be strong and know how 

to compete.  Governments need to 

understand what these paradigms 

Carlos Slim
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Student News

Welcome Support

The AUB Women’s League Scholar-

ship Fund for special needs students 

received a generous contribution from 

the Alwaleed Bin Talal Humanitarian 

Foundation.  Presenting the donation 

at a recent ceremony, former min-

ister and Foundation Vice-President 

Leila Solh Hamadeh said, “We want 

to send a message of good will and 

support for students who were fated 

to live with their handicaps, but over-

came them and were able to enter 

university. This feat is worthy of admi-

ration from all of us."

In Praise of Excess
Inspired by the words of English Phi-

losopher Francis Bacon, “In charity 

there is no excess,” AUB’s UNESCO 

Club sponsored a Charity Week in 

early December outside West Hall.  

By the end of the week, the club had 

collected some 20 boxes of clothes, 

books, canned goods, and electron-

ics to be distributed among the needy.  

The response was so generous that 

the distribution network was extend-

ed.  The club also used the occasion 

Perfect Arabic
At a special ceremony in March held 

under the auspices of HRH King 

Abdallah of Saudi Arabia, AUB Pro-

fessor Ramzi Baalbaki  was awarded 

the prestigious King Faisal Interna-

Faculty News

to promote its eco-friendly philosophy 

by encouraging paper recycling and 

collecting bottle tops for a project ini-

tiated by the Lebanese organization, 

Arc En Ciel, which provides wheel-

chairs in exchange for bottle tops.

tional Prize for Arabic Language and 

Literature.  Holder of the Jewett Chair 

in the Department of Arabic and Near 

Eastern Languages, Professor Baal-

baki was cited for his outstanding 

original research and his publications 

in Arabic and English, most especially 

his research on the manuscript of the 

revered ancient scholar Sibawayhi, 

founder of Arabic grammar.  With 

an academic career spanning more 

than 30 years, Baalbaki enjoys an 

international reputation for significantly 

contributing to the scholarly under-

standing of the Arabic language.  Pro-

fessor Baalbaki joined AUB in 1983, 

rising to the rank of professor by 

1989. In addition to his AUB degrees, 

he earned a PhD in Arabic grammar 

and comparative semiotics from the 

University of London in 1978. He has 

been an associate dean at the Faculty 

of Arts and Sciences since 1997 and 

has published several books and over 

50 scholarly papers.  

More On-lineMore On-line

FEA Dean Ibrahim Hajj  is the second 

AUB professor to be elected by the 

American Association for the Advance-

ment of Science (AAAS) to the rank of 

AAAS Fellow for his "contributions to 

computer-aided simulation and reli-

able and low power design of VLSI cir-

cuits, and for engineering education." 

Clinical Professor for Assisted Repro-

ductive Technologies and Repro-

ductive Medicine Dr. Karam Karam 

received the same honor in 1993.

During his lecture “Climate Change 

Challenges to Health in Arab Coun-

tries” delivered at a Global Health con-

ference at the United Arab Emirates 

Ceremony with the Alwaleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation

Ramzi Baalbaki
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University, FHS Dean Iman Nuwayhid  

explored the health impact of envi-

ronmental and work-related hazards 

AUB's Zaki Nassif Music Program and the Selim Sahab Organization for the Arabic Creator held a concert celebrating the musical heritage of Zaki Nassif before 
a full house at the American International School in Cairo on March 13. Conductor Selim Sahab directed the orchestra. Special thanks to Walid and Nada Abu 
Shakra for welcoming the Zaki Nassif program to Cairo.

Arts

Assembly Hall was packed to capacity on February 18 – with an estimated 
600 people attending Soprano Anna Hasler’s concert jointly organised by 
the Instituto Cervantes and AUB Office of Communications.  Included in 
the audience, ambassadors from Colombia, Spain and Venezuela.

A colorful marching band promoting the 2010 Al-Bustan Music Festival appeared 
on campus before giving a special performance for the patients at the St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital.

on children and adults.  He also dis-

cussed the joint efforts of the Issam 

Fares Institute and FHS to promote 

a regional research/policy agenda on 

climate change.
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R&D
Nametag: Hassan Yassine, PhD Cell and Molecular Biology, Projected 2012.

Life before PhD: I earned my BS in biology at AUB in 2005 and my MS in molecular 

parasitology and vector biology at the Universities of Manchester, Salford, and Keele 

(joint program) in 2007.  My master’s work focused on examining vertebrate immunity 

to parasite infections, which is related to the work I am currently doing at AUB. 

What matters most: In the absence of vaccines to roll back malaria in 

endemic countries, there are many efforts to identify new ways to 

eradicate the disease. Changing mosquitoes so that they no longer carry 

Plasmodium (i.e. malaria) is one approach that we are researching at 

our lab. I hope to contribute to this field by unraveling the mechanisms 

by which certain mosquito proteins affect parasite survival, thereby 

helping to lay the groundwork for possibly creating genetically modified 

mosquitoes capable of eliminating the parasite before it’s transferred to 

human hosts.  

Research: The development of the malaria parasite, Plasmodium, within the 

Anopheles mosquito is an intricate process that is governed by a multitude of 

molecular and cellular interactions. I am particularly interested in understanding, 

at the molecular level, the mosquito immune mechanisms that control 

the survival and development of the parasite. To do this, I am 

using a combination of molecular biology tools to genetically 

manipulate mosquitoes and study the fate of Plasmodium 

parasites in these mosquito genotypes. This work is being 

carried out both in vitro, using mosquito cell cultures, 

and in vivo, in adult female mosquitoes that harbor the 

Plasmodium parasite.        

10 am Tuesday, 10 am Saturday: I am usually in the lab 

at these two times since rearing mosquitoes requires 

daily attention.  In addition, experimental procedures 

usually require follow-ups over the weekend.  

Most admires: Well, I always consult Dr. Osta, my 

academic advisor, when I am stuck in my research 

and not sure what to do next. I trust his judgment 

because he’s got extensive experience in the field.

Why malaria: Growing up in Nigeria where malaria is one 

of the leading scourges of humanity fueled my interest in 

malaria research. I was also attracted to this field because it 

involves extensive training in different areas of expertise including 

parasitology, immunology, vector biology, molecular and cell 

biology, and genetics. 

1515

I earned my BS in biology at AUB in 2005 and my MS in molecular 

parasitology and vector biology at the Universities of Manchester, Salford, and Keele 

(joint program) in 2007.  My master’s work focused on examining vertebrate immunity 

to parasite infections, which is related to the work I am currently doing at AUB. 
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endemic countries, there are many efforts to identify new ways to 

eradicate the disease. Changing mosquitoes so that they no longer carry 

Plasmodium (i.e. malaria) is one approach that we are researching at 

our lab. I hope to contribute to this field by unraveling the mechanisms 

by which certain mosquito proteins affect parasite survival, thereby 

helping to lay the groundwork for possibly creating genetically modified 

mosquitoes capable of eliminating the parasite before it’s transferred to 

The development of the malaria parasite, Plasmodium, within the 

Anopheles mosquito is an intricate process that is governed by a multitude of 

molecular and cellular interactions. I am particularly interested in understanding, 

at the molecular level, the mosquito immune mechanisms that control 

the survival and development of the parasite. To do this, I am 

using a combination of molecular biology tools to genetically 

manipulate mosquitoes and study the fate of Plasmodium 

parasites in these mosquito genotypes. This work is being 

carried out both in vitro, using mosquito cell cultures, 

and in vivo, in adult female mosquitoes that harbor the 

 I am usually in the lab 

at these two times since rearing mosquitoes requires 

daily attention.  In addition, experimental procedures 

usually require follow-ups over the weekend.  

 Well, I always consult Dr. Osta, my 

academic advisor, when I am stuck in my research 

and not sure what to do next. I trust his judgment 

because he’s got extensive experience in the field.

 Growing up in Nigeria where malaria is one 

of the leading scourges of humanity fueled my interest in 

malaria research. I was also attracted to this field because it 

involves extensive training in different areas of expertise including 

parasitology, immunology, vector biology, molecular and cell 
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Reviews 

Images of Muhammad: Narratives of the Prophet in Islam Across 
the Centuries 

(Doubleday, 2009) by Tarif Khalidi
Professor Tarif Khalidi, who has been the Shaykh Zayid Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies 

at AUB since 2002, has recently authored a “compelling look at how the Prophet Muhammad 

has been portrayed throughout the centuries.”  In Images of Muhammad, he traces the different 

ways that Muhammad has been depicted since his death and “the influences that have shaped 

his image, including the profound effect of negative perceptions promulgated by the West.”  The 

volume also includes wonderful descriptions that capture the great diversity of Islamic beliefs and 

practices.

Bonjour, jarayid?
Over 60 years, the ladies in pink 

have become one of the American 

University of Beirut Medical Center’s 

most remarkable institutions. This all-

volunteer, all-female, 70-member tour 

de force works from early morning until 

late afternoon, every weekday. Whether 

they’re directing patients around the 

hospital, serving up home-style meals 

in the coffee shop, distributing donated 

toys at an annual Christmas party, 

organizing lectures, holding regular 

board meetings, or doling out more 

than $155,000 a year in funds for needy 

patients and nursing scholarships and 

awards, they never stop. This sunny 

Tuesday in February is no exception…

9:17 am “Bonjour, jarayid?” Anni asks, 

leaning discreetly into a patient’s room 

on the 8th floor. It’s Tuesday, and 

she’s been pushing this newspaper-

stacked, silver cart two days a week 

for the last four and a half years. If 

patients are here long enough, Anni 

soon knows what they want. One man 

chases after her and insists she take a 

sweet from a proffered tray. 

In the ground floor coffee shop of 

the Medical Center, the kitchen staff 

(employees paid by the auxiliary) have 

been chopping and stirring for more 

than an hour, and the volunteers have 

laid out croissants and manaqueesh 

to attract the day’s first visitors. The 

pink booths, pink walls, and black and 

pink tiles match the volunteers’ pink 

button-down shirts. During the war, 

volunteers and medical staff some-

times slept here, but the ladies are 

proud to say they’ve rarely closed.

10:01 am The doctors know what 

day it is when they see Gharid in the 

24-hour room of the operating ward, 

where every Tuesday for the last 20 

years she has sold what is sure-

ly among the city’s least expensive 

coffee, manaqueesh, and croissant. 

Of course doctors coming straight 

from surgery often don’t have exact 

change, so their names and orders 

go into a fat white accounts binder.

11:07 am Zilda has been leading the 

volunteer effort at the Bargain Box 

since 1973. Now she hands over a 

receipt in exchange for a white plastic 

bag full of donated books that will 

soon join the existing cornucopia: 

shelves and shelves of paperbacks 

and hardcover books, a wall of shoes, 

cassettes and DVDs, toe socks, ropes 

of pearls and African wooden brace-

lets, bell jars, and picture frames. 

Bargain Box cornucopia

 Daily newspaper delivery at AUBMC
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More expensive clothing items hang 

just above the cash wrap in what the 

ladies call their “boutique.” On the 

backroom shelves, Sohat boxes bulge 

with donated summer clothing await-

ing its season. 

After payday, Brenda, another vol-

unteer,  will display some of the more  

special items she’s been collecting for 

Mother’s Day. “As soon as [the holi-

day’s] finished, I start again,” she says, 

with a gleam in her eye. They may be 

volunteers, but these ladies mean busi-

ness. On the rare occasion when they 

can’t figure out what something is, they 

label it “whatnot” and, usually, it sells.

12:33 pm Over the lunch hours, the 

coffee shop will feed 250 people. When 

someone can’t find a seat immediately, 

the customer will inevitably appeal to 

Nabila, who’s familiar with the other din-

ers,  to politely inquire if they’ll be leaving 

soon. The doctors can go straight to 

their reserved table, complete with a 

phone so they’ll never be out of reach. 

“Seven of us running around here is 

not enough,” says volunteer coordi-

nator Leila with mock exasperation.

2:05 pm The newspaper delivery long 

over, Anni is watching the world go by 

from the glass box of the gift shop. 

When she’s not helping customers, 

she’s reading. “Every time, it’s a new 

book,” she says. Visitors usually buy 

the ka’aak, made by a local charity, 

but there are also towels and toy sets.

2:25 pm Christiane and her husband 

Raja enjoy lunch together at the cof-

fee shop three times a week. Today, 

it’s the lebneh plate for Christiane 

and the plat du jour—couscous and 

chicken—for Raja. “This is the best 

restaurant in town,” he tells Nabila 

and she beams. The lunchtime crush 

has ended, but if any doctors appear 

before closing time, Nabila says, they 

won’t be disappointed. “We feel all 

the doctors are our family. And I 

feel like all the students who come 

and have lunch are our children.”

3:15 pm In what looks like a scene 

from a high school musical, the lady 

volunteers have crowded around one 

lone doctor at his table, cell phone 

pressed to his ear, while they finally 

have their lunch. Nabila passes her 

empty plate into the kitchen and goes 

to help one of the day’s last custom-

ers, a woman who phones her daugh-

ter at school to ask what she wants 

to eat from the coffee shop. And then 

she’s gone, taking with her a sand-

wich in a paper sack.

Everyone has been fed, and there’s 

not much else to do except count 

the money in the register and put it 

in the safe, clean the floors, and lock 

the doors. It’s been another long day. 

Another good day. 

—S.M.

Arab Society and Culture: An Essential Guide 

(Saqi Books, 2010) by Samir Khalaf and Roseanne Saad Khalaf
AUB Sociology Professor Samir Khalaf and English Professor Roseanne Saad Khalaf have edited 

an important new volume of scholarly and academic essays and literary selections focused on 

recent social and cultural changes in Arab societies.  With almost 50 contributions from a wide 

range of authors including Amin Maalouf, Orhan Pamuk, Tarik Ramadan, Bertrand Russell, Nawal 

El Saadawi, Edward Said, and a number of younger and less well-known writers,  Arab Society 

and Culture is sure to reach a large and diverse audience.  In addition to selecting the pieces 

themselves, the Khalafs provide short introductions that highlight key conceptual and narrative 

themes of each chapter that cover topics such as consumerism and Islam on the Internet, 

changing attitudes toward sex, transnational Islam, and new media in the Arab world.

Ka'aak, chocolate boxes and toys at the gift shop



the patient would have died before 

the attending physician saw him the 

next day.  It was the fact that he was 

treated at an academic hospital that 

made the difference.  I tell people that if 

they are patients, they should want 

to have the inconvenience of being 

examined by students and residents at 

an academic hospital because there is 

a better chance that problems will be 

caught early and treated adequately.  

In addition to the impact it has on 

clinical care, AUB—as an academic 

hospital—has a commitment to 

educating new leaders in medicine and 

research who will bring innovation.  This 

too will lead to better patient care.

  

What is your vision for the Medical 

Center?

My vision encompasses four areas: 

clinical, teaching and education, 

research, and outreach programs.  In 

terms of clinical operations, we will 

take the institution to the next level by 

providing “best patient care”—not just 

best medical care, which is what we 

are known for now, but best patient 
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Dr. Mohamed Sayegh (MD ’84) joined 

AUB on July 1, 2009 as vice president 

for medical affairs and the Raja N. 

Khuri Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 

and the AUB Medical Center (AUBMC).  

Although Sayegh was born and raised 

in Beirut, he has spent his career 

in the United States primarily at the 

Harvard Medical School where he was 

a professor of medicine and pediatrics 

and the Warren E. Grupe and John P. 

Merrill Chair in Transplantation Medicine 

prior to coming to AUB.  He was 

also director of the Schuster Family 

Transplantation Research Center at 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital and 

Children’s Hospital Boston.  In 2000-

01, he served as president of the 

American Society of Transplantation.

What does it mean for AUBMC that it is 

affiliated with an academic institution 

like AUB?

Our academic mission is part and 

parcel of our clinical mission. 

I always tell this story to explain the 

difference with being treated at an 

academic medical center.  When I 

was an intern at AUB in 1984, it was 

affiliated with Najjar Hospital.  I was 

working at Najjar Hospital one night 

when a patient came in with a high 

fever.  He was hospitalized.  My wife 

and I—we were not married at the 

time, but we met as medical students 

at AUB—were supposed to observe 

the patient until the attending physician 

saw him the next morning.  We did 

the tests and examined the patient 

and found that he had a heart murmur 

caused by acute infectious endocarditis, 

which is usually fatal within hours if left 

untreated.  Had we not been there, 

 Q&A

I tell people 
that they should 
want to have the 
inconvenience of 
being examined 
by students and 
residents at an 

academic hospital 
because there is a 
better chance that 

problems will be 
caught early and 

treated adequately.  

We can do 
everything right in 
terms of providing 

medical care, but if 
our patients are not 

satisfied, we have 
not done our job.  

Dr. Mohamed Sayegh
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care, which includes all aspects of 

patients’ experiences at AUBMC. 

We can do everything right in terms 

of providing medical care, but if our 

patients are not satisfied, we have not 

done our job.   We have developed a 

Patient Satisfaction Task Force that is 

finding out what needs to be fixed and 

discovering that there is a lot of work 

that needs to be done.

You mentioned earlier the important 

role that research plays in bringing 

innovation.  Can you say a bit more 

about research at FM/AUBMC?

Our focus in research is on develop-

ing centers of excellence, which are 

also related to our clinical work. We 

have centers of excellence now–and 

will have even more in the future—in 

the areas of cardiovascular diseases, 

diabetes, women’s health, stem cell 

research, cancer biology, neurosci-

ence, etc.    

We are also establishing a Clini-

cal Research Institute to ensure the 

highest standards of patient-oriented 

research to develop novel diagnostics 

and therapies (see page 42).    

In teaching and education, there 

are two priorities: revamping the medi-

cal school curriculum to bring it in line 

with what is happening elsewhere in 

the world, which means an increased 

focus on problem-based learning.  Our 

other priority is to position ourselves to 

apply for accreditation from ACGME 

(the Accreditation Council for Gradu-

ate Medical Education), which is the 

body that oversees all post-graduate 

education.  ACGME has just started 

accrediting medical centers outside 

the United States.  We want to be 

among the first medical centers out-

side the US to get this accreditation.

Your vision of AUBMC is of a very 

different place than the hospital that our 

alumni remember.  

That’s right.  I imagine AUBMC as part 

of a network of partner institutions—not 

just in Lebanon, but throughout the 

region.  

This is a new idea at AUB.  Until 

now, AUB has been just AUH in Ras 

Beirut.  Those days are gone.  There 

will be a satellite of clinics and hos-

pitals that will have many types of 

relationships and arrangements with 

AUBMC.  We may manage hospitals, 

we may build hospitals, we may staff 

hospitals—anything is possible.

We have established an External 

Medical Affairs Program that is coor-

dinating all our outreach programs 

within Lebanon and the region.  Any 

activity between us and a group or 

center or body outside AUB will be 

coordinated by this program.  

If the AUB Medical Center is no longer 

just AUH in Ras Beirut, how will it still 

be AUB?  What will set it apart?

It’s the academic component.  That’s 

what makes a difference.  It’s the 

quality of the people, staff, and fac-

ulty, who will take care of the patient.  

They will be either AUBMC people or 

people we have trained.   

We will be exporting AUBMC of 

course, but at the same time, we will 

be importing people and research 

projects—and resources as well.  It is 

crazy for us to think we can do every-

thing on our own. 

What are your biggest challenges?

They are internal: the resistance of 

some faculty and staff to change.  This 

is not surprising.  There is always 

resistance to change, but I believe–

and this is a message I want to 

stress—that change is always good. 

Change is tough and some people 

may feel they are affected negatively 

by change, but overall it is good—and 

it is going to happen. 

The train of change is moving and 

is unstoppable. 

Final thoughts?

The train is moving.  The train of 

change is moving. I tell people, “It is 

up to you to decide if you want to be 

part of the effort to fix the train so it 

can move more efficiently and more 

quickly.”  Everyone—the university 

administration, the Board of Trustees 

—supports the Medical Center.

Are we now a good hospital? Yes. 

Do we have good doctors? Yes. Do 

we provide good care? Yes.  Do we do 

good research? Yes. But to me, that is 

not enough.  

I am here because there is a tre-

mendous opportunity for this institu-

tion to change the Arab world and the 

region.  I really believe that.  We now 

have a comprehensive and an inte-

grated vision and plan.  People–at the 

University, in Lebanon, in the region–

are looking to us to take the lead.  We 

need to show them that we are the 

best and that we are investing in our 

future.  That’s why I am back in Beirut! 

Change is tough 
and some people 
may feel they are 

affected negatively 
by change, but 

overall it is good 
—and it is going to 

happen. 
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“I was running late and then I got stuck in traffic,” 

says AUBMC patient Salma.  “When I finally got to 

[AUBMC], I could not find parking.”  Jihad laughs, “I 

never take my car to AUBMC because I know I will not 

find parking, but even so I have difficulties—especially if 

I am going to an office where I have not been before.  It 

is easy to get lost there.”

Since joining AUB in July 2009, Vice President for 

Medical Affairs and the Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine Mohamed Sayegh has launched several 

initiatives to address the complaints of patients like Salma 

and Jihad and to improve the delivery of healthcare at the 

Medical Center.  “We can do everything right in terms of 

providing medical care, but if our patients are not satisfied, 

we have not done our job,” he says.  So what’s next?
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observations to determine the problems—and to 

identify possible solutions.”

The fixer
Focus groups conducted with former patients revealed 

complaints about unfriendly telephone operators (“She 

was rude—and then I was disconnected.”), inadequate 

signage (“I got lost and this made me late for my 

appointment.”), cancelled appointments (“I waited—and 

then they cancelled the appointment.”), etc. “We knew 

there were problems,” Soubra says, “After all, we live in 

the community.  We have heard the stories.” 

The task force has already proposed—and, in some 

cases, already implemented—a number of measures 

such as an expanded waiting area at the laboratories; the 

introduction of a Fast Track ER for minor emergencies; 

more and better parking options for AUBMC patients; 

a new visiting hours policy; and a new phone system at 

the call center that will allow schedulers to handle calls 

more quickly and efficiently. 

Recommended changes related to staffing and 

training, furniture—such as more comfortable chairs 

in waiting areas—and to appearance, a fresh coat of 

paint, new uniforms for some staff, will also improve the 

patient overall experience. The bottom line, says Soubra, 

“is that we want our patients to feel that not only are 

they receiving the best medical care when they meet 

with our doctors, but also that they are treated well and 

respected throughout their clinical experience which 

starts when they call to make the appointment and ends 

after they leave.”  

A team approach to 

medical care
Another way in which AUBMC is working to ensure that 

patients receive the best medical care is to offer them what 

Deputy VP Ghazzal describes as the “clear benefits” of the 

team approach to healthcare delivery.  Despite the benefits 

of a team approach, Ghazzal explains, many doctors are 

more comfortable with the “solo system that can create 

unwarranted internal competition.  It is taking some 

Bringing patients back
“We know that people trust our medical care,” says 

Director of Clinical Affairs Dr. Maher Soubra, “but 

there have been complaints about some aspects of 

our medical services.  We are now addressing those 

complaints.”  Soubra leads a team of doctors, nurses, 

and staff from throughout the Medical Center and the 

University to identify problems—and find solutions— 

to enhance patient satisfaction and improve the 

delivery of healthcare at AUBMC.  “One of the 

goals of the task force,” says Deputy VP/Dean and 

Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs Dr. Ziyad Ghazzal, 

“is to attract back to AUBMC those patients that we 

have lost to other hospitals in recent years.”  

The task force is tackling its assignment issue 

by issue, area by area, starting with the very moment 

a prospective patient picks up the phone to make an 

appointment.  “We wanted to learn,” says Soubra, 

“how often they had to call before they were able 

to reach someone, if they were put on hold, how 

many times they were transferred before they could 

schedule an appointment, how they were greeted…  

In other words, we wanted to learn about all aspects 

of this first contact with the Medical Center.”  And 

that was just the beginning.

The task force also evaluated patients’ hospital 

experiences using a variety of tools: quarterly patient 

surveys, face-to-face meetings with patients and their 

families, consultations with heads of services and 

hospital units, and their own personal assessments.  

They discovered that patient complaints covered 

a range of issues including long waiting times in 

the private clinics, staff attitudes, nursing response 

time, and parking.  Patients also complained 

that it was difficult, confusing, and frustrating to 

find the particular office or clinic at the Medical 

Center.  Once they reached the right building, they 

often faced long security lines and overcrowded 

elevators, only to discover that there was nowhere 

to sit at their final destination.  Along with parking, 

access to the hospital, signage, staff attitudes, the 

admission and discharge process, Soubra stresses 

that the task force mandate includes all aspects 

of patient satisfaction.“In each case,” he explains, 

“we investigated, asked questions, and did our own 
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These centers, he explains, represent a new—and vastly 

improved—integrated and multi-disciplinary approach 

to patient care.  In particular, he cites the success of the 

Children’s Cancer Center of Lebanon that is achieving 

“clinical outcomes as good as they get at St. Jude in 

the United States.”  He says that he expects to achieve 

similar results at all AUBMC centers of excellence.  

Referring to JCI International Accreditation and 

the recently earned Magnet designation, Ghazzal 

confidently asserts, “We have the best staff and we 

provide a high standard of professional care.  Our 

goal in everything we do—in all these initiatives—is 

to ensure that our patients’ clinical experience 

reflects this high standard.”

time and some persuasion to convince them to embrace 

group practice that not only provides comprehensive care 

to patients but also facilitates the fulfillment of all the 

elements of our academic mission as well.”

Ghazzal points out that AUBMC has already 

established several centers and services that offer 

comprehensive care and are unique and unequaled in 

the region, such as the Children’s Cancer Center of 

Lebanon (affiliated with St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital in the United States), the Abu Haidar 

Neuroscience Institute, the Pierre Y. Abou Khater 

Ambulatory Care Center and the Graham and Meredith 

Rooke Wound Care Center, the Naef K. Basile Cancer 

Institute, and the Mamdouha El-Sayed Bobst Breast 

Center for the diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer.  
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T
here is a coronary emergency, the patient is 

distressed; he is nauseous, his breathing is labored, 

and he is in pain.  A student nurse is trying to 

remember the procedure she learned in class.  She asks him 

questions and he croaks back the answers, but suddenly 

she detects a change in his breathing, she tries to think 

what to do next.  Her stress is apparent, so is his.

Fortunately for both of them, this is only a clinical 

simulation, one of many scenarios being developed in 

the new Clinical Simulation Competency Center at the 

Rafic Hariri School of Nursing (HSON).  Thanks to 

generous Hariri financing, HSON now boasts a bright and 

airy two-roomed center that mimics an actual hospital 

floor.  It features 12 beds, or stations, with state-of-the-art 

equipment for different procedures, including computer 

animated manikins Sim Man and Sim Baby that can be 

programmed to respond to different medical scenarios.  

With all the accoutrements of a hospital ward, it is as close 

as possible to the real thing. “We cannot totally simulate 

reality,” explains Medical/Surgical Course Coordinator 

Assistant Professor Myrna Doumit, “but we help students 

to bridge between theory and reality to provide skills 

practice with room for mistakes. The skills lab acts like a 

translator, a transitional phase.”   

From the outset Huda Abu-Saad Huijer, director of 

the School of Nursing, was determined to turn the skills 

lab into a regional center of excellence.  Meticulous work 

has gone into sourcing the equipment, researching and 

testing computer programs, devising courses, establishing 

realistic medical scenarios, and training the task force 

and coordinators that oversee the lab. “Regionally, we are 

one of the first and probably we are the very first to have 

faculty trained to use the center as it should be used,” says 

Abu-Saad Huijer.   

Assistant Professor Nuhad Dumit, who coordinates 

the Critical Care Nursing course, has initiated case 

scenarios for patients with traumatic brain injury and with 

acute cardiac syndrome presenting at ER, using Sim Man.  

With students working at the bedside and the instructor at 

the computer terminal, these scenarios can be manipulated 

to take a number of directions.  “The center provides us 

with the tools we need to mimic many outcomes,” says 

Dumit, “once we use it effectively there will be a massive 

improvement in clinical skills.” Task Force Coordinator 

Assistant Professor Hala Darwiche adds, “A lot of nerve-

wracking situations are mimicked in a safe environment.  

The stress is the same but nothing harmful happens and 

students realise the impact of their mistakes.”  

Coordinator of the Maternity Course, Dr. Chris 

Abyadd uses the center to have her students practice 

procedures like urinary catharization and post partum 

examinations. Sometimes she assumes the role of the 

Almost the Real Thing 

These simulated hands allow the user to practice surgery in a 3-D environment.
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patient herself.  “Maternity involves private parts,” says 

Abyadd, “which students feel uncomfortable about 

examining.  Once they have examined their instructor like 

this, they can face doing it for real.”                  

Task Force member Professor Michael Clinton 

outlines the skill center’s massive potential for improving 

learning, including sharing the facility with nursing and 

medical students, AUBMC nurses, and for the testing 

and training of new AUBMC nursing candidates. “There 

is ample opportunity to make sure that these resources 

are used for the benefit of the patient by recognising 

the multidisciplinary component and not confining the 

learning to any single profession,” Clinton explains.  

“Last week,” Clinton adds, “we brought on stream 

a 32 unit computer lab and conducted our first online 

examination.” The Hariri School’s IT supremo, Nursing 

Informatics teacher Sana Marini conducts all her courses 

online through Moodle.  “It is more effective and efficient,” 

she explains, “for faculty and for students. Students think 

more critically, not just as passive recipients.”  

Over at the Medical Center, Professor Jamal Hoballah 

agrees.  It is 7 am and he is in the hospital sub-basement 

facing a class of residents who have just completed 

their morning rounds.  They are here for their weekly 

online learning class courtesy of the American College of 

Surgeons (ACS) Division of Education.  Hoballah called 

on his personal contacts and considerable reputation to 

convince the ACS to provide his surgical trainees with 

access to the online Fundamentals of Surgery Curriculum 

course, making AUBMC the only institution outside the 

United States to enjoy the benefit of this prestigious—and 

effective—learning tool.

Each week, surgical residents are expected to 

complete several online modules.  These modules 

allow them to “experience” and manage typical surgical 

emergencies and conditions from the moment a patient 

arrives, through assessment, physical examination, tests, 

diagnosis, and recommended surgical intervention.  

Following a page by page procedure, students must input 

the correct answers before moving on.  If they make an 

error, they return to the beginning until they successfully 

complete the exercise.  

At 5 pm the same day, Hoballah and the residents are 

hard at work in their “skills lab” (the surgical library). To 

the untrained eye, the table scattered with cork pin boards, 

bits of white tubing, and packets of scissors and clamps 

suggests an afternoon of arts and crafts is 

about to unfold.  In fact, the students are 

here for a Vascular Anastomosis Workshop, 

learning how to safely cut and repair 

damaged blood vessels by attaching a graft 

or a patch. 

A variety of cutting and sewing 

techniques are discussed before the students 

set to work.  Even without blood or risk, 

the task is monumentally hard. The 

cutting, threading, sewing and unpicking 

stitches; discussions about which stitch to 

use—mattress or otherwise; which approach 

to take—anchor or parachute; sewing 

direction—in out/out in, all bring home the 

delicacy of the operation and the tremendous 

skill needed to perform it.

“Imagine—and this is without blood 

spurting and all the rest,” remarks Hoballah 

as he circles the table assessing, and 

correcting. Back in his office, Hoballah hauls 

out bags of “skin” —leathery material on 

felt backing and “blood vessels” —packets 

of colored woven thread.  His eclectic 

collection is essential for learning how to tie 

blood vessels, make sutures, etc.

A few days later and we are a step 

nearer to the real thing with the cadavers 

of two pigs salvaged from a medical 

experiment.  At 5 pm residents gather in the 

sub-basement of the Diana Tamari Sabbagh 

Building where Hoballah and Dr. Bishr 

Barmada are waiting to oversee procedures 

including inserting chest tubes to drain 

fluid, tracheostomy to bypass an obstructed 

airway, a cricothyroidotomy (normally done 

in emergencies to unblock breathing), and 

bowel anastomosis.

Finding the right place to insert 

a chest tube between pigs’ ribs is not 

identical to doing it on a human, but it is 

close enough and the residents were glad 

of the opportunity to try it in a no risk 

environment.  “Never do that to a human,” 

Barmada was heard to say in response to a 

forceful push between ribs.  

Top: Sim Baby in 
the HSON Clinical 
Simulation Competency 
Center 
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simulators.  He has had extensive discussions with 

Medical VP/Dean Sayegh who is supportive of this 

concept.

The role aviation simulators have played in 

establishing the concept of medical simulation is 

recognized by medical professionals and has been the 

inspiration for Associate Professor of Computer Science 

George Turkiyyah who is working on virtual-reality based 

surgical simulators that offer the potential for providing 

safe and practical mechanisms for surgical training and/

or rehearsing procedures pre-operatively.

“Imagine a scenario where the user is wearing 

3-D stereoscopic shutter glasses and in his hands he is 

holding devices like the instruments one would use in an 

operation, perhaps a scalpel or a needle driver or forceps,” 

Turkiyyah says. “But these instruments, instead of being 

connected to a real patient, are connected to haptic devices 

that you can push and pull so that as you move them in 

3-D space you actually feel the forces you are exerting on a 

virtual model.”

With that, Turkiyyah opens up a demonstration 

tape which shows a simulated hand whereby a user 

manipulates virtual geometric scalpels, needle drivers 

and forceps to cut soft tissue, place sutures in the 

incision, and crucially “feel” in real time the forces 

necessary to pull back and penetrate the skin, pull on the 

sutures, and complete the operation.                                   

This is the second such model Turkiyyah has helped 

develop but he envisions many more potential applications 

for procedures such as biopsies and neurosurgery.  “What 

we have that nobody else does,” he says, “is that we can 

do something a lot more physically realistic.  That is really 

the key.” 

And in an age where robotic-assisted surgery is 

increasingly common, the potential to train with such 

a realistic tool is obvious.  “There is a whole generation 

of surgeons who were trained before this surgery existed 

and now they really do need to get retrained,” Turkiyyah 

says.  “Robots are very expensive and time on them is not 

always available, so what better way to train doctors than 

to develop the virtual simulations? Pilots would never 

touch a plane before hours on a simulator.  This is really 

the inspiration for us.  In some ways it is amazing that 

we are in 2010 and doctors still have to train on 

patients—so simulation training is a major thing.”

—M.A.

“We try to do this four to six times 

a year, with different modules,” explains 

Hoballah. The alternative is on a patient.  

“Surgery has always been like this, otherwise 

how do you learn and how do you pass on 

knowledge?” Hoballah continues.  “Today, 

this resident here performed a certain 

operation for the first time.  But I want them 

to learn the basics outside the operating 

room.  Orthopedics practice on artificial 

bones—it is a bit like carpentry but it 

teaches them.  Barmada is here to help 

with this, he used to be a cardiothoracic 

surgeon in Pittsburgh, now he has retired 

and is focusing on surgical education.  I am 

recruiting additional surgeons to assist in 

surgical education.”

“It is called portable surgical 

competence,” Hoballah explains. “In the 

airline industry you have pilots trained in 

Thailand who fly their passengers into JFK.  

It should be the same with the medical 

profession, I want my trainees to have the 

same curriculum and skills as taught in 

the United States: the skills and animal 

workshops, the Fundamentals of Surgery 

Curriculum online courses—there’s another 

one called Fundamentals of Laparoscopy 

(micro invasive surgery).  We also have 

students practicing on a laparoscopy 

simulator to adapt their brains from 3-D to 

2-D to achieve hand-eye dexterity.”                  

For the moment, Hoballah’s bags 

with tubes, sutures, and instruments go 

with him wherever he can grab the time 

and space for a skills workshop.  But 

he has plans for a proper surgical skills 

lab to put AUBMC on a par with top US 

medical schools and provide his time 

pressed students with a quality learning 

environment.  His wish list includes 

manikins for reading diagnostic ultra sound 

imaging and for vascular catheterization 

training; SimuVision technology for 

laparoscopic video training and computer 

based virtual reality laparoscopic 

Bottom: Surgical 
education outside the 
operating room
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Few medical students can say that they’ve helped deliver 

a baby in the ward where they were born, but Dimah 

Saadé, a fourth-year medical student, is proud to be 

one of them. Brought up next to AUBMC, her father a 

professor at the Faculty of Medicine (FM), Saadé knows 

the University and FM better than most. She chose to 

study medicine over literature at a late stage, and only 

after her father felt reassured that she knew what she 

was doing.  He said to her: “Now you need to be very 

careful, this is not an easy choice to make.”

Now one of FM’s most talented students, Saadé 

recently finished two clinical elective rotations in 

pediatric and adult neurology at Columbia University 

in New York thanks to an affiliation agreement between 

AUBMC and Columbia. Every year a few of FM’s top 

students are offered the chance to do their clinical 

As well as providing primary 
and secondary health care 
and consultation services 
in Lebanon and the region, 
External Medical Affairs 
encourages clinical and 
basic research by creating 
links between AUBMC and 
universities and hospitals 
worldwide. It organizes 
academic exchanges, 
exchanges of medical 
experts and consultants, 
as well as of nurses and 
medical teams, connecting 
AUBMC with both public and 
private institutions.

 National   Regional   International
1 clinical collaboration
2 academic collaboration 
3 research collaboration
4 academic and research exchange
5 academic collaboration and exchange
6 academic and clinical exchange
7 research collaboration and exchange
8 academic and research collaboration
9 medical student exchange
10 higher education collaboration

universities and hospitals universities and hospitals universities and hospitals universities and hospitals universities and hospitals universities and hospitals universities and hospitals universities and hospitals 
worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes worldwide. It organizes 

C A N A D A
FM/AUBMC Collaborating 
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Laval University 9

I TA LY
FM/AUBMC Collaborating 
Hospitals and Institutions 

Palermo University 10, 3 

U S A  
FM/AUBMC Collaborating 
Hospitals and Institutions 

Columbia University 8,  9

Duke University 5

George Washington University 
Medical Center (GWU) 9

St. Jude Children Research�1, 2, 3

Hospital & the Children Cancer 
Center of Lebanon�2, 3

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center 2

MD Anderson Cancer Center 5, 7
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Carolina (MUSC) 10
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(School of Pharmacy) 5
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University of Paris 7 7

University of Poitiers 3
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electives at Columbia through 

this prestigious international 

program. “It is very 

competitive,” says Dr. Zeina 

Kanafani, director of medical 

students affairs. “We want to 

make sure that we send our 

best people.”

Saadé says she has gained 

a lot from her electives. “The 

exposure was amazing. I was 

working like a resident, seeing 

patients, taking admissions, 

going to the ER, to the inten-

sive care unit.” She particularly 

appreciated the wide range of 

patients she encountered, from 

newborn babies with neuro-

logical congenital deformities 

to new mothers suffering from 

headaches. She also benefited from working in Columbia’s 

large pediatric department, with children suffering from 

developmental and language problems, including autism, 

dyslexia, and seizures.

Though Saadé is planning a career in pediatric 

neurology, she admits that for a long time she did 

not want to work with children. It was only during 

her pediatric rotation at AUBMC last year that she 

discovered she enjoyed working with and talking to 

children. “I’m not a very cuddly person by nature, but 

I talk to them like people,” she says. “You can always 

find a way with a child, you don’t need to make small 

talk—you can simply maintain eye contact. You create a 

bond between you just by doing that.”

Saadé explains that by analyzing children with 

syndromes, we better understand how our bodies and 

systems develop. “Something went wrong with their genes 

or with their development at a point when they were still 

being formed,” she says. “You can get a glimpse of the 

machine—the organism—and where it went wrong.”
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While perhaps still slightly surprised at her own 

enthusiasm for pediatric, Saadé has long had an interest 

in neurology, and is enthusiastic about the possibilities 

for research in this wide field. Fascinated by the prospect 

of explaining disorders such as autism by examining the 

workings of the mind, Saadé was inspired by a lecture at 

Columbia on neuronal circuitry of dyslexia. “The speakers 

were investigating the circuitry in the brain, trying to 

elucidate how we transfer thought into language. They’re 

at the tip of the iceberg, nowhere near an answer, but it’s 

nice that you can have this as a quest,” she says.

Saadé’s lively mind and the depth and breadth 

of her interest in neurology are apparent even when 

she talks about literature. “You can go back into 

literature from a medical, psychiatric, or psychological 

perspective,” she says. “You can find such accurate 

descriptions of disorders.” A passionate reader of 

Solzhenitsyn and Dostoevsky, she admires their insights 

into mental illness and the human condition, citing as 

a case in point the hero of Dostoevsky’s novel The Idiot, 

who suffers from seizures. 

Due to her strong academic record, Saadé was 

chosen to participate in last year’s “Festival of Thinkers” 

held in Abu Dhabi. This annual event invites an 

impressive array of Nobel Prize laureates and major 

figures from the world of business and politics to discuss 

global issues. “It allows students from around the world 

to interact with successful people and discuss problems,” 

says Zeina Kanafani, “and it was also a good opportunity 

for medical students to feel part of society as a whole. 

Saadé was very mature in the way she expressed her 

opinions in the discussions. She made me proud.”

Now on rotation in the Department of Family 

Medicine, Saadé is happy to be back in what she calls 

the “enjoyable working environment” of AUBMC. “Over 

the year you get to know your Lebanese patients, learn 

how to talk to them, and then you start to enjoy seeing 

them,” she says. Now she is keen to apply the lessons 

she learned observing the structure of neurological care 

at Columbia. “There are children here who are seen as 

hopeless cases, but you can do so much for them. In 

the United States, pediatric patients are directed into 

programs, such as clinics for cerebral palsy. Here we have 

good medical people but we don’t have proper structures. 

I’d like to see specific programs here for people with 

autism, dyslexia, seizures, or metabolic diseases.” 

Saadé believes that public awareness is an issue in 

Lebanon, whereby parents often send their children to 

adult rather than pediatric neurologists. “At Columbia 

you come in and are immediately hooked up with the 

right people and directed into a system where you get 

the best care.” But Saadé is realistic about changing 

things. “You can’t do all this on your own,” she says, 

“but you can help build structures…combining 

specialists together to help patients.”

After a year’s internship at AUBMC Saadé plans 

further training in the United States, but is also keen to 

work in Lebanon. “My aim is to come back here and 

stay… to work towards that. I hope I’ll be able to make it.”

Saadé believes that she has learned a lot at AUBMC, 

socially as well as scientifically. Describing herself as a 

basically shy person, she explains that over the years she 

has learned to interact with people. “Medicine taught 

me how to relate more to people, to be able to speak 

with them more.” The turning point came in her third 

U S A  
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
and the Children’s Cancer Center of 
Lebanon (CCCL) Foundation (2002)
This three-party agreement established the 
CCCL as the exclusive provider of pediatric 
oncology care and treatment at AUBMC. 
AUBMC is responsible for surgical operations 
at the CCCL, and provides all medical 
treatment at cost.

Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center (2000)
This leading American Cancer Center works 
in collaboration with the Naef K. Basile 
Cancer Institute at AUB by supporting joint 
teaching conferences at AUB, regular 
monthly video conferences on gastrointesti-
nal oncology, and clinical exchange visits.

MD Anderson Cancer Center 
(MDACC) (2007)
As one of only 20 institutions worldwide to 
obtain the status of “sister institution” with 
MDACC, this affiliation provides AUBMC with 
opportunities for exchanges in patient 
management, clinical training, teaching, and 
research.   

I R A Q
International Medical Corps (IMC) (2009)
AUBMC cooperates with IMC to provide 
advanced training in radiation oncology, 
medical physics, radiation therapy, and 
continuing medical education as part of a 
program for the Iraqi Ministry of Health (in 
cooperation with AUB’s Office of Regional 
External Programs [REP]).

Republic of Iraq - Ministry of Health 
(2008)
AUBMC trains Iraqi nurses and paramedics 
in basic and advanced cardiac life support 
courses, and also provides specialized 
technical training in emergency medical 
services and life support programs 
throughout Iraq (in cooperation with REP).

K S A
Nesma Holding Company Ltd. (2009) 
AUBMC is developing a business plan to 
establish private medical, nursing and 
pharmaceutical schools in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia (in cooperation with REP).

L E B A N O N
Najjar Hospital (2010)
Provides specific patient populations with 
access to AUBMC’s faculty and clinical 
expertise and enhanced educational and 
training opportunities for AUBMC 
residents-in-training.

Rafik Hariri University Hospital (2005)
Treating a significant cross section of the 
Beirut population, the Rafic Hariri University 
Hospital offers placement and training 
opportunities for AUBMC residents, interns, 
fellows, and students.

External 
Programs—
Highlights
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year when she was left alone for the first time to deal 

with a patient: a “very stressful” moment, but one which 

taught her a lot.  Studying medicine has forced Saadé out 

from her comfort zone “to be exposed to people who are 

completely different from me, and to be able to enjoy 

this contact with them. And it also gave me a sense that 

I know nothing at all.” To those thinking of studying 

medicine, Saade says, “go for it. It’s amazing. I complain 

about it, but I couldn’t see myself doing anything else. If 

you really want it, if you feel you have the patience and 

discipline—and medicine is mostly about that—then 

definitely go for it.”

Saadé’s clinical elective rotation at Columbia 

University is just one of a number of external programs 

organized by the AUBMC External Medical Affairs 

(EMA) Office. Dr. Fadi Bitar, associate dean of external 

medical affairs, describes the initiative as “a relatively 

new program which operates to help implement the 

mission of our Medical Center...to provide better care 

of the sick, investigation of their problems, and further 

education of those who serve.”

The EMA, frequently in collaboration with AUB’s 

Office of Regional External Programs (REP), delivers 

medical, research, and educational services through 

a wide range of local, regional, and international 

programs, facilitating training, collaborations, exchanges, 

and fundraising. For example, the EMA provides training 

for nurses in Lebanon and has assisted with developing 

the Almana’ College of Health Sciences and a school 

of nursing in the United Arab Emirates. Committed to 

supporting knowledge and skills development, it also 

offers basic medical training to the general public.

In creating links between AUBMC and a wide 

variety of institutions to strengthen healthcare, medical 

research, education, and training, the EMA not only 

benefits AUBMC but hopes, as Bitar puts it, “to promote 

and help the practice and delivery of high quality 

medical services and care to our region.”

—J.J.

U S A  
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
and the Children’s Cancer Center of 
Lebanon (CCCL) Foundation (2002)
This three-party agreement established the 
CCCL as the exclusive provider of pediatric 
oncology care and treatment at AUBMC. 
AUBMC is responsible for surgical operations 
at the CCCL, and provides all medical 
treatment at cost.

Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center (2000)
This leading American Cancer Center works 
in collaboration with the Naef K. Basile 
Cancer Institute at AUB by supporting joint 
teaching conferences at AUB, regular 
monthly video conferences on gastrointesti-
nal oncology, and clinical exchange visits.

MD Anderson Cancer Center 
(MDACC) (2007)
As one of only 20 institutions worldwide to 
obtain the status of “sister institution” with 
MDACC, this affiliation provides AUBMC with 
opportunities for exchanges in patient 
management, clinical training, teaching, and 
research.   

I R A Q
International Medical Corps (IMC) (2009)
AUBMC cooperates with IMC to provide 
advanced training in radiation oncology, 
medical physics, radiation therapy, and 
continuing medical education as part of a 
program for the Iraqi Ministry of Health (in 
cooperation with AUB’s Office of Regional 
External Programs [REP]).

Republic of Iraq - Ministry of Health 
(2008)
AUBMC trains Iraqi nurses and paramedics 
in basic and advanced cardiac life support 
courses, and also provides specialized 
technical training in emergency medical 
services and life support programs 
throughout Iraq (in cooperation with REP).

K S A
Nesma Holding Company Ltd. (2009) 
AUBMC is developing a business plan to 
establish private medical, nursing and 
pharmaceutical schools in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia (in cooperation with REP).

L E B A N O N
Najjar Hospital (2010)
Provides specific patient populations with 
access to AUBMC’s faculty and clinical 
expertise and enhanced educational and 
training opportunities for AUBMC 
residents-in-training.

Rafik Hariri University Hospital (2005)
Treating a significant cross section of the 
Beirut population, the Rafic Hariri University 
Hospital offers placement and training 
opportunities for AUBMC residents, interns, 
fellows, and students.

and help the practice and delivery of high quality 

medical services and care to our region.”medical services and care to our region.”medical services and care to our region.”
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O
ur major research interest is the development 

of targeted therapies for human leukemias with 

a particular focus on leukemia stem cells or 

leukemia initiating cells (LICs). LICs represent a rare 

population of malignant cells that share many of the 

properties of stem cells such as self-renewal. A major 

challenge in the treatment of leukemia is the resistance 

of these LICs to conventional chemotherapy or some 

targeted therapies, leading to leukemia relapse. We aim 

to specifically target LICs in two types of leukemia: 

chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) and in the chemo-

resistant HTLV-I-associated adult T cell leukemia/

lymphoma (ATL).

Imatinib, which is a drug that is used to treat some 

cancers, prolongs the survival of patients with CML. 

However, because CML LICs are not affected, patients 

relapse as soon as they stop therapy. We observe a similar 

result with ATL patients who improve when they take 

certain medications, but then relapse as soon as they stop 

therapy because the drug does not target ATL LICs.

Developing targeted therapies 

for leukemia

Ali Bazarbachi MD, PhD
Professor of Medicine; Associate Dean for Basic Research, Director, Bone Marrow Transplantation Program

Rihab Nasr (MS ’97), PhD
Assistant Professor, Department of Internal Medicine

We are currently studying the ability of arsenic 

trioxide, which has been shown to cure one type of 

leukemia (acute promyelocytic leukemia) through LIC 

targeting, to target and eradicate CML LICs in mice.  

Our preclinical data indicates that the combination of 

arsenic trioxide and interferon-alpha cures ATL in mice 

through specific targeting of ATL LICs. Apart from their 

clinical implications, these results suggest that although 

the bulk of the tumour is not affected, this could be a 

generally applicable strategy to target LICs.

The tremendous cost involved in therapy for both 

CML and ATL places an enormous burden on individual 

patients and their families and on health care systems as 

well, so there is clearly a need to develop new curative 

approaches that specifically eradicate LICs thereby 

enabling patients to stop therapy without incurring the 

risk of a relapse by doing so.

Cell Sensational
Photo essay: A very close look at the beauty behind the science
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Top: Luciferase imaging of leukemic mice treated for 3 days. From Nasr et al., Nature medicine 2008.
Above: Liver infiltration by ATL leukemic cells in transgenic mice for the oncoprotein Tax
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Identifying the genes that cause CHD

Fadi Bitar (BS ’82, MD ’86)
Associate Dean for External Medical Affairs; Professor of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine; 
Director of Children’s Heart Center

Georges Nemer (BS ’92), PhD
Associate Professor of Biochemistry

W
e have been working together since 

October 2002 to collect DNA samples from 

patients registered with the Children’s 

Cardiac Registry Center (CCRC) at AUBMC to build 

a computerized databank that will enable us—and 

others—to better sub-categorize patients according 

to observable characteristics or traits (phenotypes) 

to identify a set of genes that when mutated cause 

Congenital Heart Disease (CHD).  

So far, we have collected more than 600 samples 

that we have screened to identify potential disease-

causing mutations in 10 genes that we think could 

be linked to CHD.  The choice of the genes encoding 

transcription factors is based on their well-documented 

importance in regulating gene expression, and on the 

relatively easy procedures that can be done to assess the 

function of the proteins they encode in vitro.  We have 

already discovered that mutations in the gene encoding 

the transcription factor GATA4 cause CHD. 

We are looking forward to being able to generate 

mouse models for the different CHD we have in humans, 

which will be an essential step in our efforts to identify 

potentially novel treatments and to understand the 

molecular mechanisms involved in heart malformations. 

Until quite recently, scientists conducting genetic 

studies in Lebanon had to send DNA to laboratories in 

Europe, the United States, or Canada for sequencing. 

Using an ABI 3100 Genetic Analyzer that AUBMC 

purchased in 2003, we are now able to do our own DNA 

sequences in Lebanon—and to do them quickly and 

reliably.  We are looking forward to doing whole genome 

sequencing and linkage association studies using other 

advanced technologies as part of a collaborative research 

project involving our team and leaders in the field at 

Harvard Medical School and in the Middle East.
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Using an ABI 3100 Genetic Analyzer that 
AUBMC purchased in 2003, we are now able 
to do our own DNA sequences in Lebanon

and to do them quickly and reliably.

Modelling protein-protein interaction to assess the effects of mutations in genes 
encoding transcription factors found in patients with CHD
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Understanding the nervous system

Rose-Mary Boustany (BS ’75, MD ’79)
Director, Program in Neurogenetics, Head of Pediatric Neurology, Professor of Biochemistry and Pediatrics 

More surprisingly, we discovered that just adding GalCer 
to patient cells restored cell growth and enhanced survival.

A
s a neurogeneticist, I am interested in the genetic 

basis of normal and abnormal functioning of the 

nervous system. A group of disorders that caught 

my attention while training in neurogenetics in the 

1980s are the Neuronal Ceroid Lipofuscinoses (NCLs). 

These diseases result in the debilitating symptoms of 

blindness, seizures, neurodevelopmental and cognitive 

decline due to, brain atrophy, and—eventually—

premature death.  I am interested in learning why and 

how this happens motivated both by the professional 

challenge of deconstructing the underlying enigma and 

because I have seen the devastating effect that these 

diseases have on affected children and their families. 

In 1995, when I was at Duke University, we 

discovered  the defective CLN3 gene  responsible 

for juvenile NCL or Batten disease, a fatal, inherited 

disorder of the nervous system that begins in childhood.   

The CLN3 protein or CLN3p was essential for cell 

growth and survival. We uncovered stretches of amino 

acids (building blocks for all proteins) within CLN3 

crucial for this function that were either replaced by 

different amino acids or were missing from defective 

CLN3 proteins.  This was an important discovery 

because one of these amino acid stretches was a key 

element necessary for the correct transport of an 

important cell surface lipid called galactosylceramide or 

GalCer.  Adding intact CLN3p to patient cells restored 

growth and led to the reappearance of GalCer at the 

cell surface.  More surprisingly, we discovered that just 

adding GalCer to patient cells restored cell growth and 

enhanced survival.  

I am currently working with Dr. Susan Cotman 

at Massachusetts General Hospital to conduct a pilot 

clinical trial in neurologically impaired CLN3 knock-

in mice to determine if it is possible to circumvent the 

CLN3 defect by supplying GalCer exogenously.  If this 

trial is successful, it will pave the way for future clinical 

trials in humans. 
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Top: Normal Cells; CLN3 protein (green), Galcer (red), colocalization of CLN3p/GalCer (yellow) in crescent-
shaped Golgi, recycling endosomes and cell surface

Bottom: Juvenile NCL cells. Note disrupted Golgi indicative of dying cells

Persaud-Sawin et al.  PEDIATRIC RESEARCH. Vol.56 (3): 449-463, 2004



M a i n G a t e  S p r i n g  2 0 1 036 |  www.aub.edu.lb/maingate

Novel approach for organ-specific 

differentiation of stem cells

Marwan El-Sabban, PhD
Professor, Department of Human Morphology; Director, Biological Imaging Facility

Concurrently, in association with many 
colleagues at AUBMC, we are working to 
use stem cell therapy to serve patients 
suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, heart 
disease, diabetes, or bone defects.

F
or over fifteen years my laboratory has 

investigated why some cancers specifically 

metastasize to certain distant organs (for example 

why breast cancer cells colonize liver, bone, and brain 

while melanoma cells invade lungs). During the study 

of the organ-specificity of cancer metastasis, I became 

fascinated by how different cells interact with each 

other and how clues and cues from the immediate 

surroundings of cells profoundly alter their fate. 

Recently, building on these observations, I 

became interested in the differentiation of stem cells to 

organ-specific cells due to their interaction with their 

environment. Regenerative Medicine is the process of 

producing cells and tissues to repair or replace tissue 

or organ function that is lost due to defects. Over the 

last five years I have studied the effect of different cells, 

local architecture, and soluble factors on stem cell 

differentiation. We have successfully prepared bone, 

cartilage, blood, liver, and pancreatic cells from stem 

cells in the laboratory. 

Our approach employs a method that closely 

mimics what happens in the living organism. We are 

currently using three-dimensional cell cultures in 

bioreactors to generate enough cell quantities to use 

in the repair of function in animal models of disease. 

Concurrently, in association with many colleagues at 

AUBMC, we are working to use stem cell therapy to 

serve patients suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, heart 

disease, diabetes, or bone defects. We are also exploring 

the potential use of liver cells, differentiated from stem 

cells, to test drugs for toxicity and for drug discovery—

and studying the effect of cancer cells and stem cells 

interactions on metastasis in animal models. This may 

provide novel targets for therapy.
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Top: Starting from the same cells (bone marrow derived 
stem cells, left), we induced their differentiation, in the 
laboratory, into various cell types: bone, cartilage, liver and 
pancreatic.

Right: Culturing human stem cells on micro-spheres 
in bioreactors enhances their ability to grow and 
differentiate.

Bottom: Interaction, through cell-to-cell communication, of 
breast cancer cells and stem cells modulates the ability of 
cancer cells to invade and metastasize to distant organs.
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Hope for MS sufferers?

Samia Khoury, (BS ’80, MD ’84)
Visiting Professor, Faculty of Medicine and Medical Center
Co-Director, Partners MS Center, Jack, Sadie and David Breakstone Professor of Neurology, 
Harvard Medical School

M
y research is focused on Multiple Sclerosis 

(MS), which is a demyelinating and 

degenerative disease of the central nervous 

system that affects about 2.5 million individuals 

worldwide, of which about 1% die each year.  Symptoms 

vary widely and can be—especially at the outset—

relatively mild. People with severe cases of MS, however, 

may lose the ability to see or walk and become paralyzed.  

Although there are treatments that can alleviate some of 

the symptoms, there is currently no cure for MS.  

It can be difficult to diagnose MS because 

symptoms often come and go—sometimes disappearing 

for months. The majority of MS patients experience 

relapsing-remitting symptoms followed by a secondary 

progressive phase that leads to permanent disability 

once chronic disease sets in. Current treatments partially 

alter the disease course of MS typically by decreasing 

the number of these relapses.  The secondary phase, 

however—the most devastating phase of the disease—

does not respond to the available treatment. I am 

studying Experimental Autoimmune Encephalomyelitis 

(EAE) in animals, which produces symptoms similar to 

MS in humans, to understand why this is happening.  

A possible explanation is that in the secondary 

phase of the disease, parts of the central nervous system 

have sustained damage that are not targeted by current 

immunotherapies. The adult mammalian central nervous 

system contains neural stem cells (NSCs) that are 

supposed to repair damage to the central nervous system 

in neurodegenerative and demyelinating diseases such as 

MS. My hypothesis is that it is the autoimmune response 

in MS and EAE that is damaging these potentially 

function-restoring neural stem cells to the extent that 

they can no longer repair the cells damaged by MS.

Although there are 
treatments that can alleviate 
some of the symptoms, there 
is currently no cure for MS.  
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Top: Sonic hedghog (green) expression in the 
subventricular zone during EAE

Right: Wnt1 (green) and Sox2 (red) expression 
in the ependymal layer of spinal cord 
during EAE

Bottom: Hoechst staining (bue) and Wnt1 
(green) expression in the ependymal layer 
of spinal cord during EAE
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Tumor progression in childhood 

cancers

Raya Saab (BS ’95, MD ’99)
Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
Associate, Department of Human Morphology
Children’s Cancer Center of Lebanon

O
ur laboratory is researching the pathways 

underlying tumor progression in childhood 

cancers. We hope that this will allow us to better 

understand how these cancers develop, and will help us 

devise more effective therapies for children with such 

tumors.  

We are currently pursuing two major projects.  The 

first project focuses on identifying molecular pathways 

of tumorigenesis in childhood brain tumors, specifically 

PNET (primitive neuroectodermal tumors).  PNETs 

account for approximately half of all childhood brain 

tumors.  To study these tumors, we use knockout mice, 

where a tumor suppressor gene has been deleted, and 

transgenic mice where specific cells are made to produce 

an oncogene, which is a protein that initiates tumor 

formation. We use these mice to help understand the 

multiple gene changes that are required for PNETs 

to occur.  We hope to identify pathways that when 

inhibited can lead to better treatment of such tumors or 

possibly even prevent tumors from developing in at risk 

children.   

In the second project, we are looking for novel 

approaches to treat childhood solid tumors, specifically 

a soft-tissue cancer called rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS).  

RMS is the third most common solid tumor in children.  

With current therapies, RMS can be cured in 60-70% of 

children; the remaining 30-40% will have recurrence.  We 

are investigating the mechanisms that allow these tumors 

to resist chemotherapy and are exploring new therapies 

that may lead to improved survival. To do this, we are 

using cultured human rhabdomyosarcoma tumor 

cells, as well as mouse models of human tumors. 
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We are investigating the mechanisms that 
allow these tumors to resist chemotherapy 
and are exploring new therapies that 
may lead to improved survival.

Mouse model of pineal tumor parallels the disease in humans:
Top: Gross images of a normal mouse pineal gland (left), enlarged pretumorigenic gland in a transgenic mouse (center), and invasive tumor in transgenic 

mice lacking the tumor suppressor INK4c
Bottom: Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the brain showing normal pineal gland (left), enlarged pineal gland in a child with inherited RB deficiency 

(center), and invasive pineal tumor (right).
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Human(e) Research
Associate Dean for Clinical Research Dr. Ghada El-Hajj Fuleihan, and her team, are working on establishing the necessary foundations 
for a Clinical Research Institute (CRI), an endeavor that also involves the challenging task of “introducing a paradigm shift in research 
culture and ethics at AUB.”  The Clinical Research Institute will set the educational and ethical foundations for the conduct of human 
research and provide the necessary infrastructure for its implementation.  “The CRI is not a luxury but an institutional and national 
necessity,” states El-Hajj Fuleihan. She points out that Lebanon, like many countries in the region, lacks the necessary governance and 
legal system to protect research subjects and participants.

AUB already has two of the components of the Clinical Research Institute in place: an Institutional Review Board and a Clinical 
Research Unit, which was recently restructured. In addition, a Biostatistics/Outcomes Research Unit, a Quality Improvement Compliance 
Unit, and a Research Education Unit are in various stages of development.  These five units are the founding pillars for what will be 
a regional coordinating center for the conduct of multicenter clinical trials and outcomes research, and the training center for the 
governance and conduct of human research, nationally and regionally. The IRB, Research Education Unit, and the Quality Improvement 
Compliance Unit transcend the University and constitute the Institutional Human Research Protection Program that the Provost oversees.  
The mission of the HRPP is to safeguard the rights and welfare of human subjects participating not just in biomedical, but in social and 
behavioral research as well.  

AUB already holds a Federal Wide Assurance (FWA) with the Office of Human Research Protections at the US Department of 
Health and Human Services, which means that it has assured the US government that human subject research conducted at AUB is in 
compliance with the Belmont Report* and other relevant US federal standards. 

AUB is uniquely positioned to play this leadership role in the region because of its academic reputation, its wealth of experience in 
Institutional Review Board operations for over 15 years, and its “hybrid status” as an American institution in the Middle East. “Many of 
our faculty have trained at leading academic institutions worldwide and in the United States, and were—and continue to be—closely 
involved in human research there.  At the same time, we are from, and are sensitive to the needs of the region,” explains El-Hajj 
Fuleihan.

Although she describes the task as “monumental” El-Hajj Fuleihan is confident that this effort will be successful “because of 
the institutional commitment to the responsible conduct of research, the unwavering support of VP/Dean Sayegh, Provost Dallal and 
President Dorman, the strong commitment and hard work of CRI faculty and staff, and the engagement and team work of all faculty 
members involved.”

* The Belmont Report, which was issued by the US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (later renamed the Department of Health and Human Services) in 
1979, identified what are now widely accepted ethical principles related to the protection of human subjects in biomedical and behavioral research.
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Future Physicians
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un What’s new? Thanks to Dr. Zeina Kanafani, director of 

medical students affairs, students now have dedicated 

advisors who will mentor them throughout their 

program. There’s a new holistic approach to medical 

education, with basic science courses integrated with 

clinical elective rotations. And an ambitious new project 

also helps to organize placements in clinical elective 

rotations in North America and Europe, a project which 

may be extended to cover placements for postgraduate 

research and clinical training. The aim of all these 

changes, says Dr. Kanafani, “is to graduate well-trained 

young physicians who can then embark on their careers 

independently.”

So who are our future doctors?  MainGate met with 

three fourth-year medical students to find out. 

Anthony Tannous 
Fourth-year student, Faculty of Medicine 

I
n someone’s sadness, I believe that it is possible 

to find hope for someone else.” Hearing Anthony 

Tannous describe what it takes to work as a 

transplant surgeon, you realize that this easygoing 

medic’s passion extends to all aspects of his chosen 

profession, social and scientific.
Top:  Anthony Tannous
Bottom:  Dr. Zeina Kanafani 

Everybody knows that the life of a medical 
student can be stressful. From the large amount 
of information to be learned, to the multitude 
of exams to be passed, to the process of finding 
clinical elective rotations and applying for 
residency at home and abroad, the students 
need all the help they can get, which is why 
they have welcomed a number of major new 
changes at the AUB Faculty of Medicine.

“



Since he started biology at AUB, Tannous has 

consistently ranked at the top of his class. After switching 

to the medical faculty last year, he discovered transplant 

surgery and found his calling. “It seemed as though surgery 

would give a meaning to what you do,” he says, “…and 

have a meaning for society in general.” Tannous is equally 

fascinated by surgery’s technical and ethical challenges: 

should an organ go to an elderly person or a child? Should 

an alcoholic receive a liver transplant? Tannous also 

believes that transplant surgeons need to have not only the 

ability to perform long and complex operations, but also to 

want to keep contact with their patients for the rest of their 

lives, almost becoming part of the family.

Last year he spent two months in the United States 

on an elective rotation at the University of Pittsburgh, 

home of pioneering transplant surgeon Thomas Starzl. 

The experience made a great impression on him. Tannous 

gained invaluable experience by participating in as many 

different ways as possible, attending transplant operations 

and following the organ procurement process. “Once 

doctors see that you are motivated and that you really like 

it, they take you everywhere,” he says. “I got to do what 

the resident doctors do, to a limited extent.”

Currently on rotation at the AUB Medical Center, 

Tannous is positive about the amount of responsibility 

medics have on the wards. “You learn how to manage the 

small things yourself and to call other people for the big 

things.” He is also more self confident, he says, as a result of 

being exposed to the sheer variety of patients and students 

from all different backgrounds. “You learn to talk to them, 

to respect their feelings…I’ve become a completely different 

person. That’s part of what AUB gave me.”

With his exams for residency in the United States 

next year behind him, Tannous hopes to eventually 

come back to work in Lebanon, but is concerned that 

a lack of facilities might limit his ability to do research 

in transplantation. One thing is sure however: Tannous’ 

passion for transplant surgery will continue. “If you want 

to be absorbed by your work, then choose surgery,” he 

says. It’s clear that he can’t wait to get started.

Caline Mattar
President of the Lebanese Medical Students’ 
International Committee (LeMSIC)
Fourth-year student, Faculty of Medicine

M
attar has always been a leader. She threw her 

energy into the Red Cross for two years, and 

by the end of her 14-year stint with the Scouts, 

she was a scout leader responsible for 300 children. She 

saw medical school at AUB as a way of joining her two 

main interests: life sciences and humanitarian work, or 

as she puts it, “putting science in a human context.” 

She says that her involvement with LeMSIC is also 

a continuation of these interests in addition to being 

a lot of work and “a bit of a life-changing experience.” 

Asked about the work LeMSIC does, Mattar lists its 

activities in Lebanon and abroad with impressive 

speed. As she puts it, LeMSIC has an interest in “almost 

everything which pertains to medical students’ lives, 

whether personal or community oriented.” From 

Diabetes Day to free AIDS testing, fundraising for 

free medicines to non-smoking campaigns, as well as 

an organ donation project in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Health, AUB medical students are evidently 

not short of opportunities to 

actively use their skills. 

But LeMSIC has also been 

focusing on helping medics 

themselves, offering training 

for what Mattar describes as 

the “very confusing” pre-med 

interviews, for example. She 

regularly taps into her own 

experience to see how she can 

improve a situation for other 

people. Her elective rotation in 

cardiology at Emory University 

in Atlanta, Georgia is one 

Caline Mattar
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Maalouf was able to further his knowledge of 

ophthalmology during his two elective rotations at the 

Instituto de Microcirugía Ocular in Barcelona and at 

AUBMC. Though he wishes he spoke better Spanish, he 

reports that he benefited from his experience in Spain. 

“Students need hands-on experience and good exposure, 

and I was exposed to a lot,” he says.  He goes on to point 

out that the amount of experience you get, however, 

depends on you. “It’s like a pool of water. If you have 

initiative, you just go get it.”

As both president and an elected representative 

of the Student Representative Committee (SRC), 

Maalouf plays a role in what he calls democracy at AUB, 

connecting medical students with faculty members. The 

SRC addresses both general student concerns (such as 

library access during renovation) and larger projects. For 

example, the SRC has been pressing for the “Basic Life 

Support” program to be taught to students earlier so they 

have an idea of the basics of emergency medicine before 

they start their practical training. Maalouf is positive 

about the Faculty of Medicine’s openness to change, and 

the speed with which problems are identified and solved. 

“People here actually make an effort and do things,” he 

says, which describes Maalouf’s own attitude.

Asked about his plans, he mentions the research he 

is doing with Dr. Awwad on new techniques to measure 

cornea thickness and on neuro-ophthalmology with Dr. 

Sawaya that he hopes will lead to some published articles, 

but he is clearly most enthusiastic about the prospect of 

doing something in the Beqa’a. Describing the shortage of 

doctors and hospitals there, Maalouf outlines his ambition 

to set up an ophthalmological center to serve the area 

and “give a really good service in the field.” He will not be 

alone in this project. “We had the idea of doing something 

together,” says Maalouf, referring to the five present and 

future doctors in his family, including his brother and 

cousin who are also studying at AUBMC.

Although he is looking to the future, Maalouf is now 

focused on AUB which he describes as a unique place, not 

only because of the education it provides but also for its 

role as a place where people from different backgrounds 

can meet and communicate with each other. “You meet 

people with the same vision,” he says, “people who are 

willing to work, out of the ordinary people.” Fadi 

Maalouf is one of those out of the ordinary people.

—J.J.

example: although she 

speaks positively about the 

experience, the process 

of securing her elective 

was “full of bumps.”  She’s 

made sure that LeSMIC is 

supporting Dr. Kanafani’s 

work in creating new 

databases of electives in 

Lebanon and abroad. 

Next year Mattar will 

have “a really busy schedule” 

when, she hopes, she will 

take up the post of vice 

president for external affairs 

at IMFSA, the umbrella 

organisation for medical 

students’ associations 

(including LeMSIC). This will be like working with LeMSIC 

on a larger scale involving meetings with the World Health 

Organization and the World Medical Association as well as 

regional meetings with member associations worldwide.

Planning on a career in either internal or emergency 

medicine after a hoped-for residency in the United States, 

Mattar has no trouble explaining why this field attracts 

her. “It has a bit of everything,” she says. “Trauma, internal 

medicine, surgery…you work with your hands and also 

have to think about the management of your patient.” She 

pauses, then adds, “I think…I work well under stress.”

Fadi Maalouf  
President of the Student Representative Committee
Fourth-year student, Faculty of Medicine

A
s a child growing up in the Beqa’a Valley, Maalouf 

often went to his father’s ophthalmological clinic 

to play or watch his father, an ophthalmological 

surgeon, at work, and appreciated at an early age how 

important sight is for people’s success and happiness in 

life. But it was during his rotation at AUBMC that Maalouf 

really began to appreciate ophthalmology and make the 

speciality his own. “It combines the surgical and social 

aspects of medicine,” he says. “There are few specialties in 

which you have this privilege.” He describes the feeling of 

satisfaction you get from being able to change someone’s 

life for the better with a simple procedure, perhaps the 

closest thing to a miracle one can experience. 

Fadi Maalouf
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We were sitting in her apartment on 

the campus of the Sabis International 

School, one of several private schools 

which Roshan and her husband Ramzi 

have helped in establishing and direct-

ing.  “Education has been a major 

theme of my life,” she recounted, “start-

ing with my parents, who made our 

education their highest priority, and from 

my earliest school days at the English 

School in Haifa.  I loved it there and was 

so sad to leave when we had to move 

to Lebanon in 1948.”

After graduating from AUB, 

Roshan went directly to teach at the 

highly respected Choueifat School in 

Lebanon.  For the first four years she 

taught math and science and directed 

a number of  extra-curricular activities.  

“We taught the students folk danc-

ing so we could enter the AUB Folk 

(Left to right) Samia, Roshan, Katie, Naziha and Ann 

Editor’s note:

More than 50 years after they gradu-

ated, Ann Kerr-Adams has interviewed 

6 of her AUB classmates to discover 

the lives they have built in the Middle 

East. Here, Roshan tells how in 1975 

she packed up the Choueifat School 

by piling everything she could into 

school buses, driving overland and 

setting up a new international school 

in an unlikely place: the old Royal Air 

Force Camp in Sharjah.  

Sitting in her sunny living room on a 

December day in Dubai, Roshan and 

I chatted as if we had seen each other 

frequently over the years, yet she was 

the only one of my four roommates 

whom I had not seen since leaving AUB 

in 1955.   She was as pretty and petite 

as ever with a quiet manner punctuated 

occasionally by bits of sardonic humor. 

MainGate welcomes contributions 

from alumni reflecting on their 

AUB experiences as well as stories 

about their lives after graduation. 

Submissions may be sent to 

maingate@aub.edu.lb

(Left to right) Samia, Roshan, Katie, Naziha and Ann 

No Regrets
Roshan,
in Dubai
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Dance Festival.  I was in charge of 

Girl Guides and I had no idea what to 

do, but there was a nice guy who ran 

the Boy Scouts who taught me how 

to run things.  I took 40 girls camping 

in Brummana—imagine 40 girls and 

I didn’t worry about being attacked 

by wild animals or anything!  There 

used to be a Scouts’ Parade in Beirut 

and we won most of the prizes.”  As 

Roshan grew more experienced, she 

was put in charge of a group of stu-

dents from Yemen who had scholar-

ships from the American government.  

“It was a huge group, 

so we had to organize 

a special department 

for them and give an 

accelerated course to 

prepare them for their 

university studies.” 

AUB prepared 

Roshan well for her 

work in Choueifat.  

She studied chemistry 

and biology educa-

tion and did volunteer 

work for the Civic 

Welfare League.  As 

she described the 

work she did, I was reminded of the 

diverse learning opportunities AUB had 

always offered.  “During the school 

year, we did volunteer teaching in the 

neighborhood and in the summers, 

we went up to the Akkar region in the 

north where we tried to raise the living 

standards—cleanliness habits, getting 

rid of lice, teaching them to read—

whatever activities we could help them 

with.  I learned so much from those 

experiences,” said Roshan.

A career of new and unex-

pected proportions came to Roshan 

and Ramzi in January 1976 with the 

outbreak of the Lebanese Civil War.  

When fighting threatened to close the 

Choueifat  School, the school adminis-

tration made the bold decision to take 

a group of staff headed by Roshan 

and Ramzi to the Gulf. They took 

everything they could—literally piling 

desks, chairs, lab equipment, books, 

chalk, and geometry sets  into three 

school buses and drove them overland 

to Sharja.  Occasionally they could 

make telex contact with Lebanon and 

tell them what was happening. 

HE Sheikh Sultan Al-Qassimi, the 

Ruler of Sharjah wanted an international 

school and gave them a section of the 

old Royal Air Force Camp.  “It was very 

broken down,” Roshan recounted, “as 

it had been abandoned for three years.  

The engineer who helped in construc-

tion was a Choueifat graduate. We 

built our own portacabins to use as 

dorms and classrooms.  The barracks 

were also ours—we used them for the 

laborers and for classrooms while they 

built the school and later for dorms, 

but we were all working, scrubbing 

floors, cooking, preparing the curricu-

lum and teaching.”  The school opened 

in February 1976 with 25 teachers and 

15 students, mostly boarders. By June 

there were 150 students. 

Roshan and Ramzi could not have 

imagined at that time that this fledgling 

school, surrounded by desert, would 

be replicated many times over the years 

and that they would have major roles in 

this development.  The SABIS School 

Network, whose name is taken from 

the combined initials of the founders 

of the Choueifat Schools, Leila Saad 

and Ralph Bustani, now extends to 

15 countries around the Middle East 

and Europe, and even to 

the United States. When 

I asked the exact count, 

Roshan told me there were 

so many schools she didn’t 

know the exact number.  

Currently there are around 

60 schools with about 

56,000 students.

As the hours passed, 

our conversation grew 

more philosophical and we 

reflected on the decades 

we had shared living on 

this planet.  “It’s nice to 

have no regrets, isn’t it,” 

Roshan said.  “No, I have no regrets. 

The only thing, if I were reborn, I 

wouldn’t mind being five inches taller!  

But seriously, I believe I have learned to 

be a better listener and I think you can 

solve half of other people’s problems 

just by being a good listener.”  

By building the SABIS School 

Network, Roshan and Ramzi have 

left a lasting legacy that reflects the 

values they learned from their families 

and the breadth of their educa-

tion at AUB.  No regrets at all.

—A.K.A.

(Left to right) Naziha, Roshan, Lillian, and Katie 
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The Heart of Chicago

Dr. Bechara Choucair (BS ’93, MD ’97), the 
commissioner of the Chicago Department of Public 

Health, has taken on more than 2.8 million new 
patients in the third largest city in the United States.

Long before the sun rises in Chicago, 

Illinois, Dr. Bechara Choucair (BS ’93, 

MD ’97) is already awake. By 5:30 am, 

he hits the gym working hard to keep 

himself healthy. By 8 am he walks into 

his new office in the heart of the city 

to begin a much tougher job: keeping 

everyone else in Chicago healthy too.

“I feel like my work could have 

an impact on all Chicagoans,” says 

Choucair. “It’s what keeps me coming 

back every day so excited about what 

I do.”

Mayor Richard M. Daley tapped 

Choucair to be commissioner of 

the Chicago Department of Public 

Health (CDPH) in December 2009. 

As Chicago’s top doctor, he’s now in 

charge of overseeing a staff of almost 

1,000 people. He’s responsible for a 

department that touches every aspect 

of Chicagoans’ lives, from vaccina-

tions and restaurant inspections to HIV 

prevention. 

“It’s been a steep learning curve, 

that’s for sure,” he says. 

It’s also been a steep and very 

speedy climb to the top for the young 

boy from the small town of Choueifat, 

Lebanon who had big dreams. Those 

dreams became a reality through years 

of hard work at AUB. It was there 

that Choucair was first exposed to 

community health and family medicine. 
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He spent his fourth year elective in the 

Beqa’a Valley doing a health needs 

assessment of the community. 

That was just the beginning of 

a long love affair with community 

medicine. Through countless projects 

in medical school, such as organ 

donation studies or developing pub-

lic health service announcements for 

radio, Choucair interacted closely with 

an array of Lebanese communities.

“There are so many ways you can 

have an impact that is not just focused 

on one-on-one patient care,” Choucair 

says. 

Working alongside his mentors, 

Dr. Ghassan Hamadeh, AUB associ-

ate dean for ambulatory programs and 

Dr. Nadim Karam, Choucair’s career 

started taking shape. 

“Knowing them helped me better 

understand how they had developed 

their careers, and how they were mak-

ing an impact on other people’s lives,” 

he says. “I started thinking about what I 

could do too.”

Though thousands of miles away 

from AUB, today he strives to be that 

same sort of inspiration to his stu-

dents in the Department of Family and 

Community Medicine at Northwestern 

University’s Feinberg School of Medicine. 

“I want to make sure that medical stu-

dents have that same opportunity to be 

exposed to community health and more 

of the public health aspect of medicine,” 

he says. 

While Choucair works long days 

at Health Department headquarters, 

he frequently succeeds in getting away 

from the office and out into the city’s 

dozens of neighborhoods. He says 

it is important to personally visit the 

Health Department’s many clinics and 

other worksites. He spends a good 

deal of time visit-

ing staff and talking 

directly with individ-

ual Chicagoans who 

rely on the Health 

Department for the 

broad range of serv-

ices it provides.

His days are 

busy, and the deci-

sions he makes have 

an impact, directly 

and indirectly, on the 

health of millions. 

Does he feel the 

pressure?

“Of course I feel the pressure,” 

Choucair says. “It’s a pressure that 

keeps stimulating me to do better, to 

think strategically, and to think differ-

ently about issues.”

Choucair takes over the depart-

ment at a turning point for healthcare 

in Chicago and across the United 

States. As new health care reform is 

implemented in the US,  Choucair says 

he’s closely monitoring the situation. 

“Being able to bring the passion, 

the energy, and the experience that I 

have to this position is really exciting.”  

And also very daunting. Every morning 

he stares down big challenges that 

the city is hoping he will help to solve.  

Problems like obesity, health disparity 

issues, and access to healthcare top 

his list. He says solutions won’t be 

easy, but his track record speaks for 

itself. 

During his residency in Houston, 

for example, he worked closely with 

underprivileged patients and for the 

first time came face to face with home-

lessness.  “Homelessness was not 

something I was exposed to at AUB,” 

says Choucair. “I realized there was 

so much work that could be done to 

help eliminate homelessness or help 

eliminate the impact of homelessness 

on people’s lives.”

He channeled that passion for 

helping the homeless into an active 

role on the National Health Care for 

the Homeless Council. Choucair went 

on to serve as executive director at 

Heartland International Health Center 

where he improved access to care for 

everyone living in the north side of the 

city including the homeless, as well as 

improving immunization rates.

Choucair says he hopes he can 

do even more now from the commis-

sioner’s office. “I think getting to 

a healthier and safer city would be 

ideal,” he says. “I would love to be able 

to say that during my tenure at CDPH 

we’ve made some progress toward 

that ultimate goal of a healthier and 

safer Chicago.”

—M.B.
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Dr. Choucair congratulating University of Illinois at Chicago Chancellor 
Paula Allen-Meares at the grand opening of the UIC Sickle Cell Acute 
Care Unit
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On arriving in Lesotho, southern Africa 

in October 2006, Mona Haidar (BS 

’98, MD ’03) had no time to rest 

or even change her clothing before 

she began seeing patients. A col-

league from the HIV Rural Initiative of 

Partners in Health recalls how Haider 

promptly volunteered to jump onto yet 

another plane to insure that a severely 

dehydrated child remained in stable 

condition. “She is the kind of person 

that puts her patient before herself, 

and is willing to go the extra mile 

(literally, in the case of rural Lesotho) to 

make sure that her patients get care,” 

says Salmaan Keshavjee, an assistant 

professor at Harvard Medical School.  

For Haidar, personal excellence is 

important but it’s not nearly sufficient. 

“Being involved in your society, and the 

changes that are happening in your 

society, is the duty of a physician,” she 

says, managing to be at once force-

ful and amiable. These days, being 

involved in her society means training 

a new kind of physician in collabora-

tion with the founders of Lebanese 

American University’s (LAU) medical 

school, now in the second semester of 

its debut year at the university’s Byblos 

campus. 

Kamal Badr, the LAU medical 

school’s founding dean and former 

chair of internal medicine at AUB, 

Extra Mile
 Dr. Mona Haidar (BS ’98, MD ’03) is at work 

promoting a new kind of social medicine.
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credits Haidar with opening his eyes 

to the importance of social medicine: 

in other words acknowledging the 

influence of social, economic, and 

political factors on the experience and 

treatment of disease. Although the 

discipline first emerged in the 1800s, 

Haider says it remains marginalized, 

especially in western medicine and she 

and Badr want that to change. 

Their partnership, which began 

during Haidar’s residency in internal 

medicine at AUB, has culminated in 

her current role in developing a social 

medical ethos within LAU’s medical 

curriculum. To prepare for this role, 

Haider spent a year as a research fel-

low earning a master’s in public health 

in 2009 at the Global Health Delivery 

Project and the Harvard Medical 

School Department of Global Health 

and Social Medicine. 

Now Haidar and her LAU col-

leagues aim to equip doctors with the 

skills and knowledge to fully explore 

the “illness experience,” from the root 

causes of disease to the patient’s 

capacity to adhere to treatment. For 

instance, do electrical power outages 

prevent patients in refugee camps 

from refrigerating their medicine? 

It’s not enough to be aware of the 

problem, Haidar says. It’s part of the 

doctor’s responsibility to try to solve 

it as well. Haidar’s youth and relative 

inexperience are, in Badr’s words, bal-

anced by her calm, grounded attitude 

and “the degree of her commitment to 

what she believes in.” She doesn’t just 

talk about her 

ideals, he vol-

unteers, she 

lives them. 

H a i d a r 

sees her par-

ents as the 

source of her 

core values. 

Teachers and 

activists, they 

didn’t let the 

Civil War (or 

the turmoil 

that followed 

it) keep them 

from fighting peacefully to change civil 

society for the better. They encouraged 

Haidar and her brother to be sensitive 

to the suffering of others and to strive 

to alleviate that suffering. 

“We have three physicians in the 

family and I was always fascinated by 

the medical profession,” Haidar says. 

Her family recognized the healer in her 

at an early age, asking her to treat her 

cousins’ injuries. Volunteer work at an 

aunt’s OB-GYN clinic in Tyre confirmed 

Haider’s desire to pursue a career in 

medicine. In retrospect, she describes 

her decision as a “dynamic process,” 

a constructive collision of influence, 

inspiration, and personal choice. 

French-educated through sec-

ondary school, Haidar embraced the 

English language curriculum and the 

progressive spirit of AUB. She joined 

the Women’s Student Club and was 

one of those who pushed to invite 

men to join the club in order to raise 

awareness of women’s rights more 

effectively.  In general, she sought 

to balance the single-minded focus 

required by her medical studies with 

her deep need to contribute to student 

life. In doing so, she discovered her 

vocation in social medicine.

Haidar says she began practic-

ing social medicine years before she 

learned its language. “I knew that this 

was what I should do,” she says. “But 

I didn’t realize what it was exactly, 

or how I could do it.” In the summer 

before she entered medical school at 

AUB, HSBC sponsored her to spend 

three months in Namibia, where she 

participated in service projects such 

as building latrines. A few years later, 

she was spending Saturdays in Shatila 

Camp with the University’s Volunteer 

Outreach Clinic that still operates to 

this day. 

By the time she applied to work 

with Partners in Health (PIH) in Lesotho 

in 2006 Haider had found the “theoreti-

cal framework” for what she’d already 

grasped intuitively. In the long-term, 

she wants to use PIH’s “comprehensive 

and community-based approach” as a 

basis for treating non-communicable 

chronic diseases, such as diabetes 

in Lebanon. In the meantime, she is 

focused on her students and a cur-

riculum that unites creativity with strict 

learning objectives. “I always keep in 

mind that they are here to learn,” she 

says. “And they should know 

what they’re learning.”

—S.M.

Monthly village health worker training in Lesotho
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Twenty-five years, fifty years.. it goes by so fast. See anyone you recognize? Remember that day?

We’re counting on the reunion classes of 1960 and 1985 to tell us the stories behind these photos. Write to us at maingate@aub.edu.lb
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Sossy Balian (BSN ’65, MPH ’78), 
retired from a 43-year career 
at AUB’s Rafic Hariri School of 
Nursing (HSON) in October 2009. 
After one year as a staff nurse, 
she began teaching in July 1966, 
eventually making maternal-
child nursing her specialty. Over 
the years she was a member of 
numerous HSON and university 
committees and frequently 
presented papers at local and 
international conferences. 
She was awarded the Mary 
Crawford Memorial Florence 
Nightingale Award by the 
HSON for academic and extra-
curricular excellence in 1965, 
the Haigazian Women’s Auxiliary 
Mother of the Year Award in 
2001, the BSN students’ Teacher 
of the Year Award in 2002, and 
the AUB Alumni Association 
Nurses’ Chapter Award as the 
AUB graduate nurse with the 
longest years of dedicated 
teaching at AUB in 2004. In 
retirement Balian hopes to 
continue her community service 
activities (lecturing, teaching). 
Traveling and writing (perhaps 
an autobiography and a history 
of the nursing school) are also 
on the horizon. 

MainGate: When did you first 

come to AUB, and what were your 

first impressions?

Sossy Balian:  I first came in 1961. I 

had been at Haigazian College doing 

a two year Associate in Arts degree. 

In my second year—I was not even 

thinking of going to AUB—I was 

working hard, studying, and working 

two jobs—in the library and in the 

cafeteria—to help pay my way with my 

scholarship. One day the president, 

John Makarian, asked me to take the 

AUB entrance exam with some other 

students (the college wanted to see 

how Haigazian students would do). So 

I took the exams, and I did very well.

Later President Makarian made 

me a proposal. An Armenian woman, 

a pediatrician living in New York, was 

ready to provide a scholarship for 

a young Armenian woman to study 

medicine in the United States. I was 

so young, and really struggling for a 

Mamma Sossy 
On sharing “our food and our fears” and 43 years of nursing at AUB
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higher education, and here he was 

offering something I would never have 

dreamed of. I was afraid, but I was 

also excited, and my father was really 

elated. But we could not persuade 

my mother, who was very attached to 

me. She had lost all her family in the 

massacres in Turkey. 

When I decided not to go to the 

United States, I learned of the BS in 

nursing at AUB. Miss Anderson, director 

of the nursing school at the time, urged 

me to apply at the American Embassy 

for an AID scholarship. I did; I got the 

scholarship, and I entered AUB.

And your first impressions of 

AUB? 

Haigazian was so small then, only five 

years old, and had seemed like an 

extension of high school. AUB seemed 

so large. I had always been encouraged 

to read at home, but the huge library 

(Jafet)—the way we were exposed to it, 

the searching for articles and books—

was a major difference and made a big 

impression.

I was also really impressed by all 

the different nationalities among the 

AUB faculty and students and the rela-

tionships we had with them: students 

from African countries, from India, 

Pakistan, Iran, and other countries. 

We lived in the dorms and learned a 

lot about each other’s customs and 

habits. I was so impressed with all the 

tolerance and diversity at AUB. I used 

to take some of my foreign classmates 

home to Ashrafieh, where people had 

never seen an Indian sari before. 

What did you do after graduating 

from AUB?

For one year I worked as a staff nurse, 

and in July 1966 I began my AUB 

teaching career as an assist-

ant instructor in medical-

surgical nursing. In 1968 I 

turned to maternal-child nurs-

ing, which remained my field 

until I retired as an assistant 

professor in October 2009 

after 43 years of teaching.

Where did you do most of 

your teaching?

For many years our class-

rooms were dispersed, from 

Dale Home, where we had 

both dorms and classrooms, 

to Building 56, then to the 

Diana Tamari Sabbagh 

Building, the Saab Medical 

Library, the hospital and then 

back to Dale Home again in 

2001. We moved into our 

first real home in the new 

Rafic Hariri School of Nursing 

Building on March 23, 2009. 

What do you think the 

students would remember 

most about your 

teaching?

My students would remember me as 

the kind of teacher who gives them 

knowledge, but also cares from the 

heart, not just the mind. I always tried to 

build up the students’ self-confidence 

and self-discipline. When we were with 

patients, I always encouraged the stu-

dents by giving them second and third 

chances before evaluating them.

They would remember me as 

someone who was always there for 

them. I was a student advocate, always 

defending the rights of the students. 

As the mother of three children of my 

own (born between 1970 and 1975) I 

could feel students’ needs, aspirations, 

and problems. I worked closely with 

so many of them, in addition to my 

advisees. Some faculty members used 

to call me “Mamma Sossy.”

I remember one male nursing 

student weeping in despair in my office 

over having failed an important course 

. . . unable to face his parents. I worked 

with him, encouraged him, and eventu-

ally, after working for three years in the 

hospital during the war, he completed 

his MD in Russia, and is now a suc-

cessful MD practicing in Dubai.

A number of my students, including 

my own daughter, have expressed their 

gratitude to me for being a role model.
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Do you still keep in touch with 

your students?

Oh, yes. I have always been accessible 

to my students. Many of them still 

write to me regularly. As my students 

upgrade their education, they always 

keep in touch. I have done collabora-

tive research with students working on 

their doctorates in the United States. 

One PhD graduate proposed a study 

of noise in intensive care nurseries 

and a comparative study of domestic 

violence in Beirut and Los Angeles. I 

have learned from my students. They 

have helped me grow.

Your teaching career included the 

difficult war years (1975-90). What 

effect did the war have on you and 

your students?

Those years were not easy for any-

one, especially for the students. I say 

chapeau to them. Many of them from 

the other side used to come to AUB 

and stay overnight. There was a com-

mitment not only to learning, but also 

to the feeling that they were needed. 

They were needed in the hospital, 

and they wanted to do something 

constructive, something positive. They 

wanted to move forward.

After classes we became a big 

family, and we instructors had to take 

care of the students. I remember their 

sleeping in an instructional lab where 

we had ten beds. Students who helped 

in the hospital were given accommo-

dation by Nursing Services.

I really appreciated those stu-

dents. Their attitude was so positive. I 

used to drive some of them back and 

forth, sometimes spending four to five 

hours on the road.

At home, as my own building 

did not have any protection, we had 

to run to nearby shelters, sometimes 

spending many hours there. I used 

to help keep the children busy with 

games, and when they fell asleep I 

would teach the young mothers. We 

were always a mixture of Christians 

and Muslims, sharing our food and 

our fears.

During the war we worked very 

hard to keep the nursing school open. 

Memories of those years include 

traveling for hours to cross from one 

area to the other, facing death several 

times, sleeping in the corridors of the 

school with my two children and other 

faculty members and secretaries.

Over the many years you were 

with AUB, what were the biggest 

changes you witnessed?

The opening of the new hospital in 

1970 was one of the biggest changes. 

But it wasn’t just the building as such. 

It was the upgrading of the facili-

ties, the technology, the instruments, 

and the equipment: respirators, and 

the coronary, pediatric, and newborn 

nursery intensive care units. Services 

were upgraded, as were nurses, who 

were sent out to improve their knowl-

edge and skills. Teaching was affected 

as well.

 Another big change was the 

deletion of the diploma program in 

nursing. It was replaced entirely in the 

early 1980s by the BS in Nursing.  The 

new program moved nurses toward 

a more academic education. A mas-

ter’s program was introduced in 2004. 

Currently many faculty members are 

enrolled in PhD programs.

AUB became more open to inter-

faculty communication; nursing faculty 

joined university committees and work-

shops on the main campus. 

A major change was the move 

by the School of Nursing into a state-

of-the-art teaching facility in the newly 

renovated alumni building on March 

23, 2009, marking the school’s first 

independent location in its 104-year 

history.

What would you say were your 

greatest accomplishments while 

at AUB?

Raising a family of three during the 

war years and completing a master’s 

degree in public health (1978) were big 

accomplishments. I became involved 

in collaborative research with former 

students and also participated in a 

number of international conferences.

What has been the impact of AUB 

on your life? 

If it were not for the initial USAID 

scholarship I received at AUB I would 

never have been able to study at the 

University. AUB was my second home 

for 50 years. I lived with my hus-

band, an AUB engineering graduate, 

and my three children (two of whom 

graduated from AUB) on campus, 

and they all have good memories of 

the University. 

The University made me the per-

son I am today. AUB reinforced in me 

what my family taught me about toler-

ance and diversity. My father always 

said, “expect, accept, and respect 

differences.” 

I stay positive and remain con-

stantly appreciative of the privilege of 

being a nurse and serving others. No 

one can take away from my life the joy 

of nursing. I give thanks every 

day for these gifts from AUB. 

—J.M.C.
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Three days packed with fun-filled events for you and your family.  
The festivities will include:
* Golden Jubiliee (July 3, 2010 at 12:00 pm)
 Honoring Ceremony for our 50th anniversary year Class of ʼ60! 
* Degree Ceremony Class of ʼ75 and ʼ85!; Honoring Ceremony for the 25th anniversary year Class of ʼ85! 
 (July 2, 2010 at 6:00 pm)
 For those who missed out the first time around!
* Gala Dinner (July 2, 2010)
 Only Beirutʼs finest venue will host the AUB Reunion celebration!
* Meetings with AUB deans and faculty, family brunch, sports events and campus tours
 (July 3, 2010 at 10:00 am. Charles Hostler Center)
 Share the AUB experience with your family by having them join you for a full day of activities. 
* A day of family-oriented events including a trip to the AUB farm (AREC) in the Bekaʼa, wine tasting at the famous 

wineries, and a traditional Lebanese lunch at a typical Lebanese farm. (July 4, 2010)

Come Celebrate 
Reunion 2010
July 2-4

Full details can be found at: 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/alumni/
reunion/Pages/home.aspx

Email us at: reunion@aub.edu.lb
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On December 31, WAAAUB held a memorable New Year’s Eve party 

hosted by HSBC for AUB alumni at the Metropolitan Palace Hotel in 

Beirut.  During what was regarded as a big ‘family’ celebration, more 

than 150 alumni enjoyed excellent food, live music and dancing until 

the early hours of the morning. Alumni are now looking forward to New 

Year’s Eve 2010.

Alumni in Abu Dhabi gathered at the One to One Hotel on January 

9 for a reception in honor of FHS Dean Iman Nuwayhid (BS ’80, 

MD ’84) who spoke eloquently of how FHS faculty and students are 

improving the lives of some of the people living in underserved com-

munities in Lebanon.  In response, Chapter President Elias Assaf 

(BE ’88) announced to the well-attended gathering that FHS would 

be the theme for both the Abu Dhabi 2010 annual ball and annual 

book.  During his visit, Nuwayhid met with officials from the UAE 

Ministry of Health, health services and environmental agencies, and 

the Fatima College of Health Sciences.  

The Abu Dhabi Chapter’s 2010 Outdoors Fun Day in the garden of 

the One to One Hotel on January 22 attracted a crowd of 1,000 who 

enjoyed live music, a delicious barbeque lunch, children’s activities, 

swimming, a treasure hunt, backgammon and cards, a dabke per-

formance, and a raffle draw.  The adult team games, a new feature 

which added to the energy and enthusiasm of the day, were espe-

cially popular. As they have done so many times in the past, many 

companies generously donated mugs, T-shirts, caps, and other 

items.  The chapter is planning several more events including a gala 

dinner on May 13.

The WAAAUB Riyadh Chapter held its first 2010 event on February 4 

at the Arizona Golf Resort in Riyadh. Around 300 alumni and friends 

attended what they already declared to be the party of the year. 

Everything from the very special venue, the catering, organization, 
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(Top left) Alumni attending the ceremony honoring Dean Nuwayhid; 
(Top right and bottom) Celebrating the 2010 Outdoors Fun Day

Ohio Valley Chapter 

Hala Zahreddine (BS ’99, MS ’01) President
Bassam Nakfour (BS ’66, MD ’72) Vice 

President 
Thor Jacobs (MA ’01) Treasurer
Vahe Apelian (BS ’71, MS ’74) Secretary
Ihsan Shafiq (BS ’82) and Michel Farhat  

(BS ’71, MS ’77, PhD ’81) Members at Large

Greater Washington DC 
Chapter
Suheil Muasher (BS ’72, MD ’76) President
Firas Maksad (BA ’02) Vice President
Gustave Cordahi (BE ’07) Secretary 
Hady Khoury (BS ’94, MS ’99) Treasurer 
Tilda Farhat (BS ’96, MS ’98) Member at Large
Ahlam Ghadry (BA ’75) Member at Large
Ziad Hubayter (BS ’97, MD ’01) Member at 

Large

Celebrating New Year's Eve!

WAAAUB Recently Elected
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and music by the DJ and Lebanese singer Asmara, will be remem-

bered for a long time. The Riyadh Chapter will next report on their 

March 2010 family day, soon to be followed by a dinner in April.  

The WAAAUB Engineering and Architecture Chapter honored 

Saudi Minister of Information and Culture Dr. Abdel Aziz Khoja as “Man 

of the Year 2009” at the Phoenicia Hotel on February 12.  A true ren-

aissance man, Khoja is a published poet who has also written many 

highly acclaimed scientific papers.  He has held positions in academia, 

the media (as a government official and as general director of Gulf 

Television), and has served as Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to Turkey, 

the Soviet Union, the Kingdom of Morocco, and Lebanon.   

The WAAAUB Mount Lebanon Chapter’s silver jubilee was cel-

ebrated by 420 alumni from across the region at a gala dinner on 

February 25 at Le Royal Hotel. Held under the auspices of HE 

Minister Nehme Tohme (BE '59) and attended by former minister 

HE Samir Mokbel (BE '63), President Peter Dorman, AUB trustees, 

WAAAUB board and council members, the dinner united alumni of 

Lebanon, Abu Dhabi, KSA, Oman, UAE, and Kuwait. Edgard Aoun 

set the tone for the evening with a beautiful rendition of the Alma 

Mater. The Mount Lebanon chapter proudly presented its annual 

donation to the AUB scholarship fund as a prelude to cutting the 

jubilee cake and a balloon send off.

The WAAAUB New England Chapter celebrated the holiday season 

with a dinner/dance on December 13 at the chic Hotel Marlowe 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts. More than 80 guests, supporters, 

friends, and members enjoyed the fabulous evening.  Everyone 

agreed that the venue, food, music, and company all conspired to 

create an unforgettable event. The chapter looks forward to many 

more such occasions to bring the region’s alumni together.

On Tuesday, November 10 Lebanese filmmaker Georges Homsy 

(BS ’90) was invited by the WAAAUB Montreal Chapter to screen 

his award winning short-movie “Miracle”. The event, which was 

attended by around 50 people, was followed by an animated discus-

sion between the attendees and the filmmaker.

The event followed the successful North American Regional 

Gathering which the WAAAUB Montreal Chapter team was instru-

mental in staging. WAAAUB’s thanks go out to Johnny, Hadia, Jade 

and Michelle for all their hard work. (Go to http://www.waaaub.org/

presentations.html to relive the gathering!)
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Abdul Fattah Ghali (BS ’79), President Peter Dorman, Jamal El Zein 
(BS ’79, MPH ’81), Riad Mourtada (BEN ’66), Hassan Hotait (BEN ’81)
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HE Dr. Abdel Aziz Khoja, Chapter President Sami Alamuddin  
(BE ’60, ME ’69), and WAAAUB President Khalil Makkawi (BA ’54)
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Mt. Lebanon Chapter President Samir Abu Samra (BE ’68) with 
members of the reception committee
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New England Chapter Christmas dinner
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Sixty-five alumni and friends from the Southern California Chapter 
gathered to enjoy the guitar music of Jad Akoul on February 20
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On January 23, the WAAAUB New York Metropolitan Chapter had 
an ice-skating and networking event at The Pond at Bryant Park. On 
February 23 the chapter also co-sponsored an event with Columbia 
Business School’s Alumni Club entitled “Making Green from Green: 
Investment Opportunities in the Wake of Copenhagen: An Evening 
with Professor Jeffrey Sachs.”
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Montreal movie screening
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WAAAUB
2010 Elections

AUB alumni: 

Did you get your email 
notification about the 

upcoming WAAAUB 2010  
elections?  Make sure 

you cast your e-vote when 
your electronic ballot 

arrives in your inbox.  All 
votes must be received no 
later than June 11, 2010.  

Election details can be 
found at:  

www.waaaub.org

@



Of  Today  and  Tomor r ow

Supporting
Students

2,668 students 
currently receive 
financial aid from 
AUB.  Can you help 
one more?

It’s my senior year now, and the last 
three years have been an amazing 
experience. It was my dream to attend 
AUB. I’ve developed essential academic 
and social skills that will be invaluable 
to me for the rest of my life, and I’ve 
learned a lot in formal and informal 
ways. I’ve learned to exchange ideas 
with people from different traditions. 
And there is such a wide range of 
interesting elective courses at AUB—it 
allows you to pursue something new 
that you love. I was already an arts buff, 
but I think I’ve found a lifelong hobby 
because of the sculpture course I took.

My goals and ambitions? I want to excel 
in human resource management, which 
I concentrated in as a business major.

My education was made possible by the 
financial aid I received. Tuition fees are 
high, and many families, like my own, 
can’t afford the full cost. The financial 
help students like me receive clears the 
way for a strong, educated generation. 

—Nada Haidar

Hear more:  www.aub.edu/
development/scholarship_initiative

To speak to someone about 
supporting financial aid, contact 
us at giving@aub.edu.lb
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1 9 3 0 s
Ali Akilah  
(MD ’39) recently celebrated 

his 100th birthday.  In 1960 

he founded the Middle East’s 

first specialized maternity 

hospital in Amman, Jordan.  

Born in Jerusalem in 1910, 

Dr. Akilah was the first 

Jordanian graduate of AUB’s 

medical school.    

1 9 6 0 s
Mohamed Mekkawi 
(BA ’62, MA ’69) recent-

ly retired from Howard 

University in Washington, 

DC where he had served as 

director of the library sys-

tem from 1994-2009. He 

and wife Susan are empty-

nesters.  He reports that, 

"Yes, there's life in retirement, 

with all sorts of projects and 

activities to stay fit, body 

and mind.”  You can follow 

Mekkawi's whereabouts at 

http://www.mmekkawi.com 

[mmekkawi(at)gmail.com]

Mahmoud Mustafa 
Ayoub 
(BA ’64) is a respected 

scholar and an internation-

ally recognized authority on 

Muslim-Christian relations 

and inter-religious dialogue.  

He earned his masters in reli-

gious thought at University 

of Pennsylvania and his 

doctorate from Harvard 

University. From 1988 to 

2008, he was a profes-

sor and director of Islamic 

Studies in the Department 

of Religion at Temple 

University in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  He has also 

held positions at the Duncan 

Black Macdonald Center 

at the Hartford Seminary 

in Hartford, Connecticut; 

the Middle East Center at 

University of Pennsylvania; 

the Pacific School of Religion 

in Berkeley California, and at 

San Diego State University, 

University of Toronto, and 

McGill University.

In 1998, Ayoub helped 

establish the masters pro-

gram in Muslim-Christian 

relations and comparative 

religion at the Centre for 

Christian-Muslim Studies, 

University of Balamand, 

Lebanon, where he contin-

ues an affiliation as a vis-

iting professor.  Among 

his awards are the Kent 

Doctoral Fellowship, the 

Canada Council Fellowship, 

and Fulbright scholarships 

in Malaysia, Egypt and 

Lebanon.  Ayoub is a prolific 

author of books and jour-

nal articles, including The 

Crisis of Muslim History: 

Religion and Politics in Early 

Islam, and Islam:  Faith and 

History. 

1 9 7 0 s
Nabil Sakkab 
(BS ’70) writes:  

"After leaving Beirut in 1970, 

I finally returned to the cam-

pus for a visit in 2004 after 34 

years. I completed my PhD 

in chemistry at the Illinois 

Institute of Technology and 

post doctoral work at Texas 

A&M.  I retired from Proctor 

& Gamble in 2007 as sen-

ior vice president of corpo-

rate R&D worldwide after 

33 years working in R&D 

in the US, Europe, Japan 

and China. Currently I live in 

Las Vegas and participate 

on a number of Boards of 

large and small multinational 

companies while being a 

frequent speaker on inno-

vation. I have been married 

for 38 years with 2 children 

and one grandchild so far." 

[nsakkab(at)mac.com]

Ramzi Fawaz  
(BEN ’74) has been appointed 

senior vice president, oper-

ations at Atomic Energy of 

Canada, Ltd.  Prior to join-

ing AECL, Fawaz was vice 

president of projects for Shell 

Canada, leading an Athabasca 

Oil Sands Project expan-

sion.  He received a Master of 

Science in Power Engineering 

from the University of California 

at Berkeley.

1 9 8 0 s
Rabih Omar   
Darwish  
(BS ’80, MD ’84) In recent 

studies published in the New 

England Journal of Medicine, 

Darwish demonstrates that a 

newer antiseptic, chlorhexi-

dine, is more effective in pre-

venting post surgery infec-

tions than iodine.  Though 

the newer, blue-tinted anti-

septic is more expensive, 

it works faster and lasts 

longer, and the expense is 

outweighed by the savings 

in costly hospital infections.  

Darwish works for Michael 

DeBakey VA Medical Center 

in Houston, Texas. 

Aricia  
Mansour 
Makkinje 
(Nursing Diploma ’80) is the 

director of quality assurance 

compliance at Pfizer in North 

Andover, MA. [amakkinje(at)

wyeth.com]

Husam Bashir  
(BA ’83) writes that he was 

delighted to be able to make 

contact with his roommate 

after twenty-five years 

because of AUB’s On-line 

Community.  After gradu-

ation Bashir worked for 

Citibank Khartoum for two  

years and then worked in 

leadership positions for vari-

ous companies in Sudan  
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including the Khartoum 

Gum Arabic Processing 

Company (KGAPC).  He is 

currently general manager 

for Sudanese Investment 

& Projects Company, Ltd. 

(SIPCO), the holding com-

pany for the diverse invest-

ments of the Sudanese 

French Bank.  Bashir is the 

father of three sons and 

two daughters.   [bashir.

husam(at)gmail.com]

Abdul Rahman 
Mohammed Arkadan 
(BS ’86, MS ’99) After earn-

ing his degrees in geology, 

Arkadan earned a PhD in 

Earth Sciences, special-

izing in water resourc-

es at the University of 

Birmingham, UK.  Since 

2007, he has been chair of 

the School of Sciences and 

Information Systems at the 

Hariri Canadian University 

at Meshref Damour. 

[ArkadanAm(at)hcu.edu.lb]

Samer Fattouh  

(BS ’87) is senior geotechni-

cal civil engineer for Saudi 

Oger Ltd.  He lives in Riyadh, 

KSA. [fattouhsamer(at)hot-

mail.com] 

May Mikati  

(BA ’87) After graduating 

with distinction in English, 

Mikati earned an M. Phil 

in linguistics from the 

University of Cambridge and, 

more recently, a master’s 

Online Teacher Certificate 

Partnerships
for AUB

FAFS alumni joke about their mandatory “time on the farm” 
during their junior year, but for classes like AREC ’80 that was 
where they began lifelong friendships. Thirty years after they 
graduated, the FAFS ’80 class is working hard to establish a 
scholarship fund in memory of three beloved classmates who have 
passed away.  Proceeds from the endowed fund will help needy 
undergraduate students complete their education at FAFS. “This 
fund commemorates our year at AREC and reminds us of our 
departed friends.  We hope this initiative will be mirrored by other 
alumni classes across AUB. It’s our way of making sure that the 
next generation gets an excellent AUB education.  We hope to get 
more AREC ’80 alumni on board this summer when we celebrate 
our 30th reunion,” says Rabih Talhouk, FAFS ’80.

Giving makes a dif ference. 
Contact giving@aub.edu.lb to learn more.

http://give.aub.edu

FAFS AREC ’80 Endowed Scholarship Fund
    In Memory of Diab Abu Jawdeh, Sinan Qaisi-Farran, and Randa Smine

Left to right: AUB yearbook photos of Diab Abu Jawdeh, Sinan Qaisi-Farran, and 
Randa Smine.
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from the University of 

Illinois. She teaches English 

at AUB and runs a web-

site for Cambridge and 

Oxford alumni in Lebanon. 

[mm02(at)aub.edu.lb]

1 9 9 0 s
Rima Saab  
(BEN ’90) The 

artist’s fascination with Monot 

Street was on full display last 

January and February at the 

French Cultural Center (CCF) 

exhibition gallery in Beirut.  

Saab informs us that, “In 

spite of its systematic urban 

transformation, its restaurants 

and nightlife venues, the area 

has not lost its memory...” 

Her work has a pentimento 

effect that evokes the past 

as it gives way to the future.   

With her joint degrees in engi-

neering and fine arts (MA, 

Lebanese Academy of the 

Fine Arts; DES Beaux Arts, 

IBA2, Lebanese University), 

Saab is uniquely trained to 

cast an artist’s eye on the 

mechanics of changing land 

and cityscapes. Though she 

spends most of her time as 

an artist working in mixed 

R
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media, her years in academia 

seem to have compelled 

her to stay connected to 

institutions of higher learn-

ing.  She teaches arts and 

digital media at Notre Dame 

University (NDU) at Loueizeh, 

the Lebanese University, and 

at Lebanese International 

University, Beirut. 

Iyad Issa 
(BS ’91, MD ’95) has been 

chief of the Division of 

Gastroenterology at Rafik 

Hariri University Hospital 

since 2005.  He is a physi-

cian at Clemenceau Medical 

Center with his own private 

clinic near AUBMC, and a  

visiting consultant at CURE 

in Abu Dhabi where he goes 

once a month. Issa is also a 

founding faculty member of 

the new school of medicine 

at the Lebanese American 

University (LAU) and a lecturer 

at the Lebanese University 

(LU) Faculty of Medicine.  He 

is married to Lily Badrud-din, 

they have three children Taly, 

Mia and Dany. [iyadissa71(at)

gmail.com]

Nasri Majzoub  
(BE ’91) is general manag-

er of Building Component 

Solutions (BCOMS).  He lives 

in Dammam, Saudi Arabia.  

He writes, “I have always been 

proud to be an AUB graduate 

and I have always been grate-

ful to God and AUB for any 

success or achievement in my 

career. On the other hand, this 

is a good opportunity for me 

to re-establish links with my 

class mates and extend any 

possible help and advice to 

new graduates in their career 

path.” [nasrimajzoub(at)build-

coms.com]

Ghada El-Zein  
(BA ’92, TD ’94) is a health 

coordinator and projects 

officer for Imam Sadr 
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(BE ’94) is Middle East sales 

manager for Axell Wireless.  

He lives in Dubai, UAE. 

[mfhasan@hotmail.com] 

Nadine Hany 

(BBA ’97, MBA ’02) is a 

financial news anchor for 

Al Arabiya News based 

in Dubai.  She hosts and 

co-produces Al Aswaq Al 

Arabiya the highest rated 

business news show on Arab 

television. After working in 

private banking for two inter-

national banks in Lebanon, 

ABN AMRO Bank and BNP 

Paribas, Hany began her 

media career presenting a 

daily summary of business 

news at Murr TV in Lebanon. 

She joined Al Arabiya in 2005 

from CNBC Arabiya where 

she worked as a business 

news anchor and hosted a 

personal finance show. She 

has interviewed some of the 

world’s most  influential deci-

sion makers including: US 

Treasury Secretary Henry 

Paulson, Chairman of the 

Kingdom Holding Company 

HH Prince Al-Waleed Bin 

Talal Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, 

and Lebanese Central 

Bank Governor Dr. Riad T. 

Salameh. 

Hany has covered major 

international events and con-

ferences, including the IMF 

and World Bank 2006 meet-

ings held in Singapore, the 

World Economic Forum Annual 

Meeting 2008 and 2009 in 

Davos, and the Euromoney 

2006 conference "Building the 

Future" in Riyadh. She was a 

Procter & Gamble scholarship 

winner at AUB.

2 0 0 0 s
Marwan G. Mansour 

(MEN ’01) After receiving his 

master’s in urban planning, 

Mansour moved to Dubai to 

work in real estate develop-

ment.  He is currently the 

CEO for Realty Capital, a 

company in the process of 

developing the impressive 

iRise office tower in Dubai.  

With seventeen years expe-

rience in the real estate 

industry in the Middle East 

and in North America, 

Mansour has held senior 

positions in world-class pri-

vate and governmental 

Foundation in Beirut.  She 

received an MBA from the 

Sorbonne. [gadazein(at)

hotmail.com] 

Jihad Hussami  

(BS ’93) is clinical marketing 

manager for BD Diagnosis in 

Dubai where he has been liv-

ing for the past 15 years.  

He travels extensively 

covering Eastern Europe, the 

Middle East, and Africa for 

BD.  His weekends are spent 

playing beach volleyball.  

[hussami(at)bd.com]

Muhammad Hasan   

We're looking to get a perspective 

on this year's Reunion alumni 

and your collective interests by 

answering a few simple and fun 

questions like the following:

 Where was your favorite 
place to hang out on/off 
campus?

 Which of your former 
classmates would you 
most like to see again at 
the Reunion?

 Which professor at AUB 
did you admire the most?

 In the last 12–18 months, 
what single achievement 
or activity are you most 
proud of? 

We'll be sharing the results with 

you at Reunion and online.

Look out for your Reunion 

survey and be sure to participate!

Questions? Contact us at

reunion(at)aub.edu.lb

Check your email 

soon for your

REUNION 
2010 
SURVEY

2010 
Reunion classes!

Attention
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organizations. He and his 

wife Nada have two young 

children, George and Eva, 

whom they hope to send to 

AUB some day. 

Tammam Al-Dandachi

(BEN ’06) After earning his 

degree in civil and envi-

ronmental engineering, 

Al-Dandachi moved to Saudi 

Arabia to work for Almabani, 

a leading company in airport 

construction. In February 

2009, he moved to Toronto, 

Canada to pursue an MBA in 

Strategic Business Valuation 

at McMaster University’s 

DeGroote School of Business.  

Al-Dandachi’s sister, Lara 

Nawaf Al-Dandachi (BS 

’01) recently earned her 

MS in Nutrition and Public 

Health from the Loma Linda 

Medical School in California. 

[ t ammama ldandach i ( a t )

yahoo.ca]

Nabil W. Shayya 
(BS ’06) majored in geol-

ogy and minored in busi-

ness. He is now working for 

Halliburton, Saudi Arabia as 

a log analyst in the Formation 

and Reservoir Solutions 

division. [nabilshayya(at)

gmail.com]  

Zadi Hobeika 
(BBA ’08) recently gradu-

ated with an MBA from 

ESSEC Business School, 

Paris while working for 

Hewlett Packard, France 

as a project manager. He 

returned to Lebanon last 

summer to co-found Game 

Theory Lebanon, the first 

poker school in Lebanon 

and the region. [zhobeika(at)

gmail.com]

The American University of Beirut’s Continuing Education Center (CEC), 
in collaboration with the Office of Alumni Relations, and the Worldwide 
Alumni Association of the American University of Beirut (WAAAUB), is 
pleased to announce the Summer Program for AUB Alumni Children 
(SPAAC) from July 5-30, 2010. Children of all AUB alumni from the entire 
world will have an opportunity to spend time on the AUB campus and 
experience your alma mater and Lebanon as never before.

The Summer Program is an educational and cultural program for 
high school students, at least 16 years of age, and college students. 
Courses will include Arabic language instruction, history, culture and 
more. Several exciting excursions are planned to sites across Lebanon 
and additional leisure activities will round out the days, evenings and 
weekends. Registration is now open!

http://rep.aub.edu.lb/spaacFor more information 
please contact:

Beirut campus
Arabia Osseiran
Email: am05@aub.edu.lb
Tel: +961-1-738009

NY oFFice
Eva Klimas
Email: klimas@aub.edu
Tel: +1-212-583-7674

Summer Program for AUB Alumni Children (SPAAC)
allow your children the chance to begin 
building their memories of auB

Deadline for 
registration

may 31, 2010
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Ebrahim H. Ghazvini 
Zadeh 

(MS ’09) writes that he was 

very pleased to read about 

his professor and thesis advi-

sor Dr. Makhluf Haddadin 

in the Fall 2009 issue of 

MainGate. After graduating 

from AUB,  Zadeh moved to 

Gainesville, Florida to work 

at the University of Florida’s 

Department of Chemistry.  

He plans to start his doc-

toral studies in Heterocyclic 

Organic Synthesis next 

August.  Because of total 

immersion in football cul-

ture, Zadeh is on his way to 

becoming a UFC Gators’ fan.  

[ezadeh(at)chem.ufl.edu] 

Recently Honored
Anwar M. Battikhi 

(BS ’67, MS ’69) was the 

recipient of two distin-

guished awards in the past 

year: Jordan’s Award for 

Excellence in Education pre-

sented by HM King Abdullah 

II, and Iowa State University’s 

Distinguished Alumni Award.  

Battikhi earned his PhD in soil 

physics at ISU in 1977.  In 

1986, he received the Abdul 

Hamid Shouman Award for 

Best Young Scientist, in the 

Arab World.  After 20 years at 

the University of Jordan (1977-

1997), Battikhi was appointed 

president of the Hashemite 

University. In 2009, he was 

became Secretary General of 

The Higher Council for Science 

and Technology (HCST) in 

Jordan. In this capacity, he 

directs Jordanian strategic 

planning and policy-making 

in science and technology 

and  facilitates cooperation 

between academic institutions 

and the private sector. 

Battikhi has held posi-

tions on many boards, 

councils and committees, 

including:  vice-chairman, 

Fulbright, Jordanian-American 

Commission for Educational 

Exchange; president of 

Jordan Society for Scientific 

Research; advisor to the 

Minister of Agriculture; mem-

ber of the Water Policy com-

mittee, Ministry of Water and 

Irrigation; and member of the 

National Center for Agricultural 

Research and Technology 

Transfer. As a recognized 

expert in several agricultural 

disciplines, Battikhi has pub-

lished more than 60 papers, 

books and studies in regional 

and international journals.  

When accepting the 

Distinguished Alumni Award 

from ISU, Battikhi expressed 

optimism for the future. “At this 

moment, while surrounded by 

an elite group of scientists and 

scholars whose achievements 

have significantly contributed 

to the welfare of their com-

munities, I want to express 

my confidence that tomorrow 

will hold better advancement 

opportunities for mankind, 

and the power of science will 

continue to serve as means to 

reach a better understanding 

among diverse peoples.” 

Ramzi Raad 

(BA ’68) received the 2010 

Dubai Lynx Advertising Person 

of the Year Award at an awards 

ceremony in Dubai Media City 

on March 17.  Chairman and 

CEO of his own advertising 

agency, TBWA/Raad Middle 

East, Raad has been commit-

ted to creativity and innova-

tion for the past 40 years. In 

high school he realized the 

power of the media to change 

people’s behavior when he 

designed a sports club post-

er that caused an explosive 

surge in the club’s member-

ship.  That experience gave 

him the confidence to break 

away from a certain future as 

a pharmacist and take risks. 

SEND CLASS NOTES
TO MAINGATE@AUB.EDU.LB



 www.aub.edu.lb/maingate |

c l a s s  n o t e s
Beyond Bliss Street

M a i n G a t e  S p r i n g  2 0 1 0 67

Founding his own company 

in 2000 was among the most 

challenging risk of his career, 

but it has proved the most 

rewarding. Never one to sit 

on his laurels, Raad hopes 

for more recognition. "Either 

the Advertising Agency of the 

Year Award for 2012 at the 

Cannes Advertising Festival or 

the Global Agency of the Year 

and International Agency of 

the Year."  He’s got our vote!  

Ramzi Baalbaki 
(BA ’73, MA ’75) has been 

awarded the prestigious King 

Faisal International Prize 

for Arabic Language and 

Literature, a world-renowned 

distinction honoring scholars 

in the humanities and scienc-

es.  The award announcement 

of January 11, 2010 by HRH 

Prince Khalid Al Faisal stated:

“Professor Baalbaki is 

recognized for his outstand-

ing original research on 

Arabic grammatical thought. 

His publications, in Arabic 

and English, have enhanced 

Arabic grammar education in 

western institutions and famil-

iarized western researchers 

with the fundamental manu-

script of Sibawayhi, a revered 

ancient scholar and founder 

of Arabic grammar, whose 

thoughts and methods have 

profoundly influenced his suc-

cessors to the present day.”

Baalbaki, whose aca-

demic career at AUB has 

spanned over 30 years, 

holds the Jewett Chair in the 

Department of Arabic and 

Near Eastern Languages.  

He shares the King Faisal 

Award with Algerian professor 

Abderrahman El-Houari Hadj-

Saleh.  The prize was awarded 

in March in a special ceremony 

in Riyadh under the auspices 

of the King of Saudi Arabia. 

Chakib Richani 

(BAR ’91) was recently fea-

tured in Architectural Digest 

as one of the top 100 archi-

tects for his structural and 

interior design work in Europe 

and the Middle East. In addi-

tion, he was Interior Design 

magazine’s Best of Year 

Winner for 2009 for light-

ing with his “Petit” wall light.  

Richani  founded Chakib 

Richani Architects in 1992 

with a showroom in Beirut.   

www.richani.com

Farah Kassab
(BAR ’09) Kassab’s under-

graduate thesis design 

project has garnered several 

awards including: The Areen 

Award (2nd Place, June 2009) 

The Omrania Student Award 

for Architectural Excellence 

(3rd Place, October 2009), 

and the Beirut Order of 

Architects and Engineers 

Rifat Chadirji Award (2nd 

Place, December 2009). 

Urban Plank: Projecting 

the City of El Mina Back to 

Sea reintegrates the life of the 

city and the sea with a pro-

posed aquarium and marine 

research institute represented 

by a plank construction span-

ning the modern city and the 

old waterfront.  (El Mina, one 

of Lebanon’s oldest cities, is 

the site of the ancient city of 

Tripoli that dates back to the 

Phoenician era.)  By exploring 

the history of her hometown, 

Kassab sought to organically 

enhance its multi-cultural iden-

tity from the Phoenicians to 

the Ottomans, the Mamluks, 

and the French whose devel-

opment under the French 

Mandate had split El Mina into 

old and new sections.  Noting 

that further fragmentation had 

occurred with a coastal rec-

lamation project in the form 

of a concrete band that had 

disengaged port life from the 

city life, Kassab envisioned 

the aquarium and marine 

research center as not only 

a unifying force for the city, 

but as a regional destination 

for tourists, environmentalists 

and scholars.
Boutique Elie Saab in Paris designed by Chakib Richani.
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Alumni
Sarah Elizabeth Powell 
(former student) passed away 
in Parkersburg, West Virginia 
in December 2009.  She 
was born Sally Lou Gates 
in Bridgeport, Ohio, in 1925 
and grew up in Los Angeles, 
California.  Powell received 
a bachelor’s degree in home 
economics from West Vir-
ginia University, a scholar-
ship to attend AUB, and a 
fellowship from the University 
of Chicago under the "Great 
Books" Program. She was a 
teaching fellow in the English 
Department of West Virginia 
University.  Powell, who will 
be remembered for her rol-
licking sense of humor, is 
survived by three sons and a 
grandchild.

Fakher Akel (BA ’41, MA 
’42) Born in 1918 in Idleb, 
Syria, Akel was a noted 
psychologist who achieved 
international recognition as 
a writer, scholar, and aca-
demic.  He worked with 
UNESCO for seven years. 
After earning his doctorate 
at the University of Lon-
don, Akel went on to head 
the Department of Psychol-
ogy at Damascus University.  
He wrote dozens of books 
on psychology including a 
psychology encyclopedia.  
He also wrote two English-
French-Arabic dictionaries.  
In 2002, Akel was awarded 
the Syrian Order of Merit for 
Excellence in Education and 
Culture by Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad.

George Salim Bayoud 

(BA ’42, MD ’48) was born 
in Marjeyoun, Lebanon and 
passed away in Dallas, 
Texas at the age of 86.  He 
was a clinical professor of 
surgery at University of 
Texas Southwestern Medi-
cal Center in Dallas and is 
fondly remembered as a 
dedicated surgeon. His son 
George Bayoud Jr. of Dallas 
said, "Most of his patients 
appreciated him and called 
him Dr. George.  He very 
much enjoyed helping work-
ing people. If someone 
couldn't afford to pay, he 
took care of them." Drafted 
into the Korean War, Bay-
oud served as an Air Force 
captain and chief of surgery 
at Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio. He later 
moved to north Texas where 
he opened a clinic with his 
brother Dr. Paige Bayoud 
(BA ’38). The clinic grew 
from a six-bed facility to 
become the Garland Medi-
cal Center and Hospital. 
Bayoud is survived by a 
daughter, three sons, a sis-
ter, eight grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild. 

Anis Sayegh (BA ’53) An 
intellectual, political activist, 
writer, editor; and a sup-
porter, advocate, and vision-
ary for Palestinian causes, 
Anis Sayegh died in Decem-
ber 2009 at the age of 78 
in Amman, Jordan.  Born 
in Tiberius, Sayegh fled 
Palestine with his family in 
1948. He lived in Beirut for 
most of his life. He earned 
his doctorate in philosophy 
at Cambridge University, 
United Kingdom.  In 1965, 
he founded the Palestin-
ian Research Center for the 
study of all aspects of Pal-
estinian life in the Occupied 
Territories, Israel and the 
Arab countries, along with 
Zionism, and politics and 
society in Israel. The center’s 
library includes approximate-
ly 25,000 volumes, as well 
as documents, photographs, 
and microfilms. Among its 
many publications is the 
Arabic journal Shu’un Filas-
tiniyya (Palestinian Affairs). 
Sayegh originated the idea 
of a Palestinian encyclope-
dia. He was a close con-
fidant of late Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
in 1972 suffered serious inju-
ries from an exploding letter 
bomb which left him facially 
disfigured with partial blind-
ness and hearing loss. He 
worked as a special adviser 
to the secretary general of 
the Arab League and was 
the editor in chief of Arab 
Affairs magazine. In 2006 his 
autobiography The Memoirs 
of Anis al-Sayegh was pub-
lished.

Karim Ghassan Habr, age 
22, died in a tragic car acci-
dent on January 24. Born 
and raised in Abu Dhabi, 
he joined AUB in 2005 as 
a freshman. He was post-
humously awarded his BA 
from the Political Studies 
and Public Administration 
(PSPA) Department in Feb-
ruary 2010.

Karim was a unique 
character, a child full of life, 
love and hope. His family 
and friends will remember his 
sarcastic sense of humor and 
his beautiful, youthful smile. 
He was a son, a brother, a 
partner, a best friend, and 
a colleague who lost his 
dreams to fate.

The family, with the help 
of many friends, has estab-
lished a scholarship in his 
memory to help students 
majoring in PSPA to continue 
his dream and his love for life.

Karim will always be 
remembered and his memory 
will be cherished in our hearts 
as forever young.



Last Glance

The newly inaugurated Women’s Health Center at AUBMC offers comprehensive services with a focus on comfort, privacy and relaxation.
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Receiving multiple copies of MainGate? Save paper and let us know—we’ll send one copy to your home or business.
Contact the editor: maingate@aub.edu.lb 
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American University of Beirut
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