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WOMEN AND AUB-A PIONEER SPIRIT 
President john Waterbury paid tribute to the important role 
of women at AUB during th e Opening Ceremony by a ffirmin g 
the University's commitment to women. Meet some of the women 
making AUB what it is today. 

THE ELEMENTS OF DESIGN 
To find the a rchitects to design the Charles W. Hostler Student 
Cen ter, AUB launched an int ernationa l competition that brought 
together some of the world's top professionals. MainGate gives an 
insider 's view of the competition, the winning team, and their vision. 

DEVELOPING TECHNOLOGIES TO DETECT LANDMINES IN 
LEBANON 
Members of the Mechanical Engineering faculty founded the De-mining 
Techno logy Team at AUB to develop technology that will detect land
mines more safely and efficiently in Lebanon, and across the globe. 

50 YEARS FOR THE FACULTY OF AGRICULTURAL AND 
FOOD SCIENCES 
In October, the FAFS celebrated its 50th year of teaching, research, 
and steadfast commitment to the welfare of the agricultural community 
and to the food and nutrition concerns of the region. Embarking on its 
next half century, FAFS introduces several new programs and research 
to address the changing needs of Lebanon and the Midd le East. 

CAMS : FAST TRACK TO PROMINENCE 
Since its founding in 2000, the Center for Mathematical 
Sciences has earned a reputation as the leading scientific 
research base in the region and has international scientists 
flocking to campus. 

AVENUE OF EXCHANGE 
The Fulbright Program is bringing together many scholars from 
AUB and other US institutions. 
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from the editors 

Your Key to AUB and its World 
Dear Alumni and Friends, 

While on campus this fall researching the winter 2003 issue, we met with a number of female faculty 

members, administrators, and staff for our cover story on women at AUB today During one of these 

interviews, mechanical engineering Professor Nesreen Ghaddar, an enthusiastic and determined sci

entist, called an impromptu meeting with her departmental colleagues who comprise the De-Mining 

Technology Team. These faculty members are developing remote mine-detection technology based on 

infra-red imaging that will safely and readily spot landmines in the recently liberated areas of South 

Lebanon. This noble and cutting-edge project will make these areas safer for its inhabitants while 

encouraging the development of resettlement, commerce, and ultimately, hope. 

Sitting there with these ambitious and energetic faculty members we immediately decided that this 

project needed to be shared with you, our readers, as their momentum and excitement was just too 

contagious. The De-mining Technology Teams story is one of many that will fill this and upcoming 

issues of MainGate. Our campus is full of faculty collaborating on exciting projects that not only 

contribute to international scholarship but also benefit the people of Lebanon and the world. 

MainGate~ goal is to provide you with the broadest insight possible into AUB today Our cover story 

takes that one step further and introduces you to some of the many extraordinary women at the 

University We'll let you join in the 50th anniversary celebration for the Faculty of Agricultural and 

Food Sciences, and bring you front and center to alumni activities around the world , including a 

spectacular gala in New York City with Queen Rania Al-Abdullah of j ordan and an elegant dinner for 

the UK launch of the Campaign for Excellence. 

In short, MainGate is your key to AUB and its world. We are committed to bringing you stories that 

show the excitement that is AUB and keep you in touch with its vibrant alumni community. Your 

comments help us better achieve this goal. In fact , the number of emails and letters we received on 

the first issue delighted us- so keep them coming at maingate@aub.edu.lb. Your input helps us 

make MainGate the magazine of the American University of Beirut. 

Ibrahim Khoury and Lynn Mahoney 

Editors 

Hof off the press! 
MainGate Co- Editor Ibrahim Khoury 
views the first run copies of MainGate 
with printer Georges Chama/y 
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As an alumnus and ex-tenured professor at AUB, may I congrarulate you on 

this excellent magazine you have just launched and to express my very best 

wishes. 
Zuhayr Mikdashi 
Professor of Banking and Financial Systems and 

Energy Economics 
Universite de Lausanne, Switzerland 

I thank President john Waterbury for mentioning Suliman 0/ayan in his letter 

in the first issue of MainGate and for the very good article on Suliman in the 

Fall2002 issue. His passing is the end of an era for many people, including 

me, but perhaps MainGate will be the beginning of a new era for AUB. He 

wou.ld have l.iked that. The new magazine is excellent in every respect. I look 

forward to reading it in detail and to future issues. 

H. Clark Griswold, 
Graduate student in Arab Studies '64-65 
Woodbury, Connecticut 

CongratLtlations on your first issue of MainGate. As a parent I feel AUB does 

not only belong to my son lssa who graduated last summer or to AUBites 

alone. This new magazine makes me feel / share AUB with all its graduates. I 

wish you could allocate a Jew pages in the next issue on the research being 

canied out by faculty (with email contacts!) so we can feel even closer to the 

faculty and work being conducted. 

Ayoub Abu-Dayyeh 
Amman, Jordan 

Thank you very much for this lovely first edition of MainGate. Indeed, never 

has AUB really acknowledged its alumni and friends. As for me, it is really 

appreciated. As an FEA 1995 graduate I have continually been receiving AUB 

newsletters and am very proud of this new magazine. 

Youssef G. Saad 
Business Development Executive, Americas, Europe, 

Far East and Australia 
Zamil Steel, Saudi Arabia 

Since my graduation, I was never cut off from my beloved University and was 

receiving AUB news regularly through CAMPUS magazine, then AUB 

Bulletin, and now through the first issue of MainGate. I would like to con

gram/ate all the people who made this issue come to life. I would also like to 

extend my thanks and warmest gratitude to all those who worked so hard to 

keep alumni in touch with our second home, AUB. 

Nawriz Kardan (BS '72) 
jordan 

MainGate and vol. 4 no. 1 of AUBtoday is the first correspondence f rom AUB 

to me 22 years since my graduation. This is a sign of success in AUBs role as 

a leader and a role model. 

jubran Bishouti 
Jordan 

AUB Wants to 
Hear from You! 
Send us your news and opinions. 

With AUBites scattered all around the world , it can be hard to stay in 

touch with fell ow alumni and friends. Send your personal updates to 

the Mai nGate class notes section. It's an excellent way to share news 

within the AUB community. Have a new job? Recently married or 

welcomed a new baby? Received any professional awards or honors? 

New publications? Planning for retirement? Spread the word-some 

of your classmates have probably been wondering what you have been 

up to for years. 

AUB would also like to hear what you think about MainGate. Tell us 

what kind of features you would like to read or not read. We want 

your feedback! 

Class notes and comments can be sent by e-mail to 

m ai n ga t e®a u b .e d u. l b 

Or by regular mail to: 

American University of Beirut 

Attn: O ffi ce of Information and Public Relations 

P.O. Box ll-0236 

Riad El Solh , Beirut 1107 2020 

Beirut, Lebanon 

or 

American University of Beirut 

Office of Com munications 

850 Third Avenue, 18th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 
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Reflections on Critical Thinking at Founders' Day 

' 'You, the students of AUB, receive some of 

the best knowledge our region can offer. As 

students, now is the time to acquire some of 

those faculties of cognitive, deductive, analytical, and 

comparative thinking that will enable you to set trends

not merely follow them-throughout your lives. Now is 

the time to decide that you will think outside of the 

box ... You are the vanguard of the corning Arab genera

tion that will be challenged to help shape, and adapt to, 

the new politics and new economies of the 21st century," 

said Keynote Speaker Rima Khalaf Hunaidi (BS '76) in 

her address. 

Strong and inspiring words marked the December 2002 

Founders' Day Ceremony The ceremony's theme this 

year was critical thinking. 

Darine Abdelahad, a third year computer and communi

cations engineering major, read her award-winning essay 

on the values of critical thinking. She defined a critical 

mind as one that has a "skeptical awareness of the world" 

without being excessively negative and that regards truth 

as "endlessly dynamic and refuses immutable packaged 

doctrines." Abdelahad concluded , "Critical thinking, as 

fostered at AUB, does not only enhance students' person

alities from an academic point of view, but also promotes 

their consciousness as citizens and parents." President 

Waterbury handed her the $500 prize and a copy of the 

UNDP Arab Human Development Report, noting that the 

latter was more valuable. 

Assistant UN Secretary General and Regional Director of 

the UNDP Regional Bureau for the Arab States Rima 

Khalaf Hunaidi followed with a rousing address. "To me, 

critical thinking is associated most of all with risk taking, 

creativity, and constructive dissatisfaction with the status 

quo. The founders of our great University would have 

understood this very well in their own time." She made 

acute observations on the Arab World and asked students 

to make a commitment to be the region's leaders for the 

21st century: "So, as Arab citizens, be ready to claim and 

fill that public space to which you are entitled but which 
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Keynote speaker Rima Khalif Hunaidi at Founders' Day 

our societies do not readily offer. Be curious about how 

you are governed, ask questions about your rights and 

exercise them to the full ... We also need you to keep the 

hope for liberation and Arab unity alive and tum it from 

dream to reality" 

President Waterbury Awarded Honorary Doctorate 

by American University in Cairo 

On February 6 President Waterbury delivered the 

keynote address and received an Honorary Degree 

of Doctor of Humane Letters at AUC's 8lst midyear 

commencement. 

Dr. Waterbury advised the graduating students "to plan 

their future with humility and always be open to chance 

and opportunity." He reflected on his own per

sonal experiences, explaining how signing up for 

a beginning Arabic class as an undergraduate at 

Princeton University shaped his life and career. 

"Forty-five years ago l made a decision that 

changed my Life and I am here today" He advised 

students, "Your education here has been an 

opportunity and a privilege that creates responsi

bilities, though it may take time to recognize that." 

He said of AUC and AUB, "We are American 

institutions, inspired by the values that have made 

American higher education great, but our roots go 

deep into the fertile soil of the Nile Valley and 

into the majestic mountains of Lebanon." 
Presidenl}ohn Waterbury being awarded 
an honorary doctorate at American 
University in Cairo 



AUBMC Named Best Regional Medical 
Center 

AUBMC received the Sheikh Hamdan Bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum Award for the Best 

Medical College Institute or Center in the 

Arab World on October 21 in Dubai. Dr. 

Nadim Cortas, vice president for medical 

affairs and dean of the Faculty of Medicine, 

accepted the award on behalf of all past and 

present medical faculty, staff, and students 

who made the honor possible. 

Vice President of Medical Affairs and Faculty of Medicine Dean 
Nad1m Cortas receives lhe Sheihh Hamdan Bin Rashid AI 
Mahtoum Award for AUBMC 

International Exchange with George 

Washington University Established 

AUB recently entered into a formal agreement 

for the exchange of graduate students with 

the Elliott School of International Affairs at 

George Washington Uniyersity (GWU) in 

Washington, DC. In effect since August, the 

agreement permits graduate students from 

GWU to study at AUB, and AUB graduate 

students to study at GWU. Peter Leddy of 

Washington, the first GWU student to benefit 

from the program, studied at AUB's Center for 

Arab and Middle Eastern studies during the 

first semester of 2002-03. A second exchange 

student from GWU, Babylonia Marcus, 

arrived on campus in February The agreement 

covers admissions procedures, administration, 

coursework, research collaboration , faculty 

exchange, visas, financial arrangements, hous

ing, and health insurance. The Eliott School 

will accept nine hours of coursework com

pleted at AUB toward its masters degree in 

international studies. AUB will determine 

which courses of the Elliott School will be 

accepted for academic credit in its various 

graduate programs. 

Peter Leddy said he was fortunate to be able 

to study in his field in an actual Middle East 

setting and hopes he took full advantage of 

the opportunity. "I met interesting people, got 

to travel, and studied under the people l'd 

read about in the US." Leddy, who cited 

scholars like Professors judith Harik, Nizar 

Hamzeh, and Farid el Khazen, found the vari

ety of courses available in the Department of 

Political Studies and Public Administration 

particularly stimulating. Leddy will finish his 

master's degree in the spring semester at 

GWU by satisfying Arabic language proficien

cy requirements and completing his thesis 

project in conflict resolution in collaboration 

with the United States Institute for Peace. 

Heallh Edu ca tion and Resource Un il (HER U) at FHS organized 
a regwnal conference in December for the Incorporating 
Reproductive and Sexual Heallh and HIVIAIDS Prevention 
in Youth Programs in the Arab Region program 

FRS Heading up AIDS Prevention Program 

in the Arab World 

The Health Education and Resource Unit 

(HERU) in the Faculty of Health Sciences 

(FRS) recently began a regional project, 

Incorporating Reproductive and Sexual 

Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention in Youth 

Programs in the Arab Region, funded by 

the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

The project aims to enhance the capacity of 

existing community based organizations 

involved in reproductive health education and 

HIV/AIDS prevention and awareness efforts 

targeted at Arab youth. Current project 

activities include providing assistance to 

trainers on program design and evaluation , 

peer education, communication techniques, 

and material development. The project also 

provides training for management staff and 

health care providers in youth clinics. 

HERU will implement some of these activi

ties and sub-contract others to consulting 

organizations. 

In order to expand partnerships and network

ing among a wider range of youth-related 

organizations, HERU hosted the first regional 

planning meeting for the project on 

December 2 and 3, 2002. Nineteen partici

pants attended from various regional offices 

including the International Federation of the 

Red Cross and Red Crescent, the Ministry of 

Health in Tunis, the International Planned 

Parenthood Association, and the International 

Federation of Medical Students' Associations 

represented by the Lebanese Medical Student 

International Committee. 
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Cil ibanh team with AUB business graduate students 

Citibank Team Leads Banking Seminar 

Citibank, N.A. hosted a seminar, Commercial Banking Products and Risks in Emerging Economies, 

for graduate students in the School of Business. The program was part of the graduate school's cred

ited curriculum program courses that analyze contemporary financial issues. Organized by Citibank 

30-year officer Art Grandy as well as other representatives including Senior Vice President and 

Head of Global Country Risk Management Douglas Smee, the team presented contemporary finan

cial issues and case studies to students. Elia Samir Samaha, Citibank's general manager for Lebanon, 

said the seminar was an important introduction to banking, and School of Business Dean George 

Najjar commented that the program bridged the gap between the corporate and academic worlds. 

Citibank has been a longtime supporter of AUB and the team noted that the University has been an 

important recruitment source for the bank. 

Cast ing a ballot at tile November student elections 

The Results are In! Student Elections Deemed a Success 

At the ninth consecutive elections for Student Representative Committees (SRCS) held on November 

4, 2002, 243 candidates competed for 92 positions after two weeks of tough campaigning. In sub

sequent elections 17 students were elected to the University Student Faculty Committee (USFC) 

where they will serve with seven faculty members with President Waterbury as chair. The elections 

were supervised by a committee headed by Dean of Student Affairs Maroun Kisirwani, who 

described the process as "democratic." 



President's Club Honors Members at Marquand House Reception 

The Presidents Club frequently organizes receptions to honor the efforts of its members 

and introduce prospective members to the activities of the club and this year was no 

exception. Members and special guests gathered at the Marquand House gardens on 

October 23 for a special evening. AUB President john Waterbury and Leila Baroody, 

chairperson of the Presidents Club, greeted guests, while students from the Visitors 

Bureau distributed AUB planners and programs. 

Mrs. Baroody addressed the audience by recounting the many projects and activities the 

Presidents Club funds to increase the quality of student life. The next speaker was an 

AUB student, who expressed his deep appreciation and gratitude to the members for their 

generosity, noting that the new air conditioners in Kerr Hall donated by the club are a 

great comfort. Throughout the speeches, a slide presentation displayed the many projects 

funded by the club. Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a delicious buffet donated by Bechara 

Nammour at a table decorated with flowers from Samar Khayat of Garden City. The 

soothing sounds of a student musical ensemble made ·the evening complete. 

President's Club reception at Marquand House 

US Ambassador to Lebanon Vincent Battle at the Moore 
Collection exhibition 

Moore Photography Collection Captures 

Campus Life a Century Ago 

Franklin T. Moore arrived at AUBin 1891 

and soon afterward began photographing the 

campus. His photos show the buildings of 

upper campus in various states of completion, 

the Lee Observatory, Dodge Hall before its 

extension, and the Assembly Hall. 

The AUB Art Center digitally transformed the 

old negatives for the exhibition of Moores 

work in lssam Fares Hall in December. 

Restoring and preserving these historic photos 

that were discovered abandoned 50 years ago 

and were neglected for years after was a time

consuming job. The images have now been 

digitalized and stored in the AUB archives. 

Among those who helped restore the 

collection were Raif Nassif, Marwan 

El-Sabban, Amo jihanian, and Cesar Namour 

of the AUB Art Center, along with AUBMC 

photographers Antoine Sarrou and Hasan 

Nisr, Special Collections Archivist Asma 

Fathallah, and Director of Information and 

Public Relations Ibrahim Khoury. Print copies 

can be purchased at the Visitors Bureau. 
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AUB's Self-Made Marathon Man Runs in 

Las Vegas 

Ibrahim Itani, distinguished athlete and mem

ber of the medical supply staff, participated in 

the Las Vegas International Marathon on 

February 2. 'Thanks to AUB President john 

Waterbury, a good runner himself, the 

University sponsored my trip," says Itani. 

Itani finished 7th in the 30 to 35 year old 

category and 97th place overall. The weather 

was against the runners, with harsh winds of 

45 mph. "It was a tough run, but I finished," 

says Itani. "I can still taste the sand!" 

The 33-year old Itani has been an accom

plished runner since childhood and has 

participated in 12 international marathons. 

His greatest success to date was ranking 14th 

among 23,000 runners in the Berlin 

International Marathon. Itani ran in the New 

York Marathon in 1999 and placed 7th in the 

30-year age group. Upon his return, he gave 

one of his medals to AUB President john 

Waterbury. He hopes to compete for Lebanon 

in the 2004 Olympic games. 

Unlike many professional runners who enjoy 

sponsorship from their government or corpo

rations, Itani must work full time to support 

himself and his sport. His schedule does not 

permit much time for training. To stay compet

itive, ltani runs a total of 160 km every week 

and follows a strict diet in order to keep in 

shape. He also competes in many marathons at 

his own expense. 

Presidenl]ohn Waterbury with marathon runner and AUB staff 

I 
member Ibrahim ltani 
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US Congressional Task Force on Lebanon visiting campus 

US Congressional Task Force on Campus 

During a tour of the region, the US 

Congressional Task Force on Lebanon delega

tion visited campus on November 12, 2002. 

The delegation, composed of assistants to 

congressmen from different states in the US 

as well as staff members of the House 

Committee on International Relations, were 

greeted by AUB deans and administrators. 

The visit included a meeting with representa

tives of congress and AUB, as well as a cam

pus tour guided by students from the Visitors 

Bureau. 

"Dynamic" Workshop at CAMS 

Center for Advanced Mathematical Sciences 

(CAMS) organized a workshop on Dynamics 

and its Application that was attended by 

mathematicians from around the world. 

Provost Peter Heath, French Cultural Attache 

joel Lascaux, Viviane Baladi from the lnstitut 

Mathematique de Jussier in Paris, and CAMS 

Director Ali Chamseddine spoke at the panel. 

However, it was not all work and no play as 

CAMS organized trips to Harissa and Byblos 

for participants, ending with a dinner by 

the sea. 



Regional Meeting atjafet Library 

Librarians from the Arab world gathered at 

jafet Library on October 30 for an event 

aimed at strengthening ties between col

leagues. On the agenda w's a tour of the 

library and an overview of its services for 

students and the academic community. Many 

noted the high quality of electronic resources 

and the library collections. Guests included 

International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions President 

Christine Deschamps and Arab Federation of 

Libraries and Information President Walid 

Gdoura. 

Getting the Scoop: journalists' Workshop 

The Reuters Foundation held a workshop at 

the Reuters Newsroom in the School of 

Business for 15 journalists from different 

countries in the Middle East. The session, 

Writing and Producing Tv, stressed different 

approaches and techniques in emphasizing 

TV news, along with the practical aspects of 

research, writing, camera, and editing. 

Recently Named Scholarship Funds Will 

Assist Needy Students 

Two named scholarship funds were estab

lished in 2002. The first was from AUB 

alumnus Shafic Melhem Shabshab, who 

received a BA in business administration in 

1937. Sixty-six years later, he generously 

acknowledged his Alma Mater by making a 

gift of $500,000 to the scholarship program 

for needy and qualified Lebanese students. 

Shabshab joined AUB in the early fonies in the 

Office of the Hospital Comptroller. Later on, 

Shabshab moved to the Depanment of 

Internal Audit where he stayed until his 

retirement in 1977. In 1979, Shabshab volun

teered to help out at the Office of Development 

and continued to work there for more than a 

decade, free of charge. This scholarship fund 

will be named the Shafic Melhem Shabshab 

Endowed Scholarship Fund. Dr. Waterbury 

expressed his gratitude for Shabshabs 

loyalty, confidence, and generosity. 

President john Waterbury (right) receives a check for the Antoine 
Hamra Memorial Endowed Scholarship from Ramzi Kteily Oeft) 

President john Waterbury (second from right) receives a check for 
$500,000 from alumnus and former staff member Shajlc Shabshab 

To honor the memory of Antoine Hamra (BE 

'77), who passed away in August, a new 

endowed scholarship fund has been estab

lished through the efforts of his classmates, 

friends, and relatives, panicularly Ramzi 

Kteily, Hamra$ brother-in-law and former 

President of the AUB Alumni Association, 

Abu Dhabi Branch. With generous donations 

from Samir Rashed, Najib Hamra, Elie 

Salloum, Ava Khanoyan, Sami Sidawi, and 

Ramzi Kteily, $30,000 was raised. The AUB 

Engineering and Architecture Alumni Chapter 

made a gift of $1,000 and pledged to con

tribute the same amount annually to this fund. 

The newly established Antoine Hamra 

Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund will 

assist needy and qualified students from 

Marja'youn, the birthplace of the late Hamra. 

Additional funds will be solicited from his 

classmates, business associates, and generous 

donors from the Marja'youn area. For more 

information, contact the Office of Development 

at development@aub.edu.lb or 961-1-340176. 
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Painting the Middle East 

;;;;;:tt._,'~ D L E 

EAST 

(Syracuse University Press: 
2002) by AUB Trustee and 
alumna Ann Zwicker Kerr is 
a collection of watercolors by 
the author created over the 
past four and a half decades 
during her sojourns in the 
Middle East. The paintings are 
an expression of her continu
ing affection for and fascina-
tion with the region which 

began when she came to Beirut as a study abroad stu
dent at AUB. With a focus on the natural beauty and 
historical appeal of the Middle East, her book reveals a 
perspective not commonly seen in the western media. 
Painting the Middle East is a companion to her first 
book, Come with Me from Lebanon (Syracuse 
University Press: 1994). To order, please visit your local 
bookstore or call Syracuse University Press at l-800-
365-8929. 

The Nile Basin: National Determinants 
of Collective Action 

(Yale University Press: 2002) 
by AUB President John 
Waterbury focuses on the 
issues encountered by the 
populations of international 
river basins by examining in 
detail the Nile basin and the 
ten countries that lay claim to 
its waters. 

President Waterbury has also 
published an article, "Hate Your Policies, Love Your 
Institutions," in the january/February 2003 edition of 
Foreign Affairs. In this article he discusses how and 
why US education systems remain vastly popular in 
the region, as compared to US policies, and how insti
tutions like AUB and AUC are in high demand by 
potential students and parents, as they provide an 
education that encourages excellence, debate, and 
critical thinking. 
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Civil and Uncivil Violence: A History of 
Internationalization of Communal 
Conflict in Lebanon 

by Center for Behavioral 
Research Director Samir 
Khalaf recently published by 
(Columbia University Press: 
2002) analyzes the history 
of civil strife and political 
violence in Lebanon and 
reveals the inherent contra
dictions that have plagued 
the country and made it so 
vulnerable to both inter-Arab 

and superpower rivalries. He concludes that Lebanon is 
now at a crossroads in its process of political and social 
transformation , and proposes strategies to re-create a 
vibrant civil and political cu ltu re. 

Insects and Mites Injurious to Crops in 
Middle Eastern Countries (AUB Press 2002). 

Insects 
&Mites 

Insects and Mites Injurious to 
Crops in Middle Eastern 
Countries, one of the most 

-=:.:..- important regional enLomology 
guides available, was revised 
and reprinted by the AUB 
Press. Written by AUB 
Professor Emeritus Abdul 
Mun'im Talhouk, this book 
was the first of its kind to 

provide comprehensive 
information on the prevention, identification, monitor
ing, and management of pest crops in Lebanon, Syria, 
jordan, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia . The second edition 
adds updated information on the morphology, distribu
tion , and biology of several significant pest species. 
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Women 
In his Opening Ceremony speech, President john Waterbury outlined 

the important role women have played at AUB and the University's 

commitment to coeducation and a diverse workplace. MainGate 

reviews the evolution of coeducation at the University and intro

duces some women who are making AUB what it is today. 

P
resident Waterbury paid tribute to the important 

role of women at AUB in last Octobers Opening 

Ceremony address: "It is ... and will remain my 

policy," he declared, "to increase the number of women in 

our student body, in our faculty ranks, and in our senior 

administration." Today, out of 468 full-time AUB faculty 

members, 160--less than half-are women. Yet, in terms 

of accepting women students, AUB was a pioneer: "While 

many North American institutions [such as Harvard and 

the University of Virginia] agonized for years over the 

introduction of coeducation," the president said, "AUB 

took the decision calmly and resolutely [in 1921] and 

never looked back." Nevertheless, it has taken most of the 

last 100 years to bring women teachers and students up 

to the significant numbers of 2003. 

The very first women to graduate were three nurses in 

1908. In 1926 President Bayard Dodges efforts to admit 

women into fields of study other than nursing were suc

cessful. The Medical School class of 1931 included Dr. 

Adma Ilyas Abu Shadid, the first woman to receive a 

medical degree from AUB. She established a clinic of her 

own in Beirut and worked in the Department of 

Obstetrics in the university hospital. 

Women broke into other fields of study in 1925 and 

1926 in the now discontinued programs of pharmacy and 

dentistry respectively. Women first earned degrees in Arts 

and Sciences in 1926 and the Faculty of Agricultural and 

Food Sciences in 1966. By then, the only AUB faculty 

Wint er 2003 

without women graduates was engineering, but this 

barrier was broken when a woman engineer received her 

diploma in 1971. PhD degrees were granted to women in 

medicine in 1972 and in Arabic literature in 1973. 

Female employees at AUB first gained entrance through 

nursing, the library, the School of Music, and the time

honored job of secretary Eleanor Blish (BS) worked as a 

technician in biological chemistry in the early 1930s, 

when student enrollment was about 558. During the 

same period 18 "other members of staff' were women. 

Elsie Stanch was the presidents secretary at that time, 

and Jane Elizabeth Van Zandt, principal of the School of 

Nursing, is listed as "Officer of Instruction" in the 1931-32 

catalogue. Women teachers and students at AUB contin

ued to gain influence as the University grew. Mary 

Robinson, possessor of both BA and MA degrees from 

AUB, served as dean of women from 1959 to 1969. 

Noting that 48 percent of AUB students are women, Dr. 

Waterbury said the University$ progress in faculty and 

senior administrative appointments has not been as 

impressive. At present there are13 female full professors 

out of a total of 118, or 11 percent; 27 associate professors 

out of 135, or 20 percent, and 55 assistant professors out 

of 130, or 42 percent. Dr. Huda Zurayk of the Faculty 

of Health Sciences stands out as the only female dean; 13 

women are senior managers in the university adminis

tration. 



A PIOl'loJEER SPIRIT 

and AUB 
During the Opening Ceremony, the president 

honored women full professors, administra

tors, and trustees in the audience by asking 

them to rise as he read out their names. He 

then paid tribute to Lebanese Donna Shalala, 

former secretary of education in the US and 

currently president of the University of 

Miami, as epitomizing the spirit and courage 

of all Lebanese women . .. and men. 

President Waterbury concluded by saying, 

"My hope is that one day not only will 

women be on a completely equal footing 

with men at AUB, but that we won't even 

notice and won't really care." 

The following profiles are a small sampling of 

the many fine women who make AUB what 

it is today: 

EXPANDING HORIZONS 

Le i la Badre 
Dr. Leila Badre found a special place for her

self at the AUB Museum when she became 

director in 1975. Founded in 1869, the 

museum already had a good collection of 

artifacts and it was her ambition to enhance 

its assets. 

Badre's first effort was to bring life into the 

institution. In 1979 she founded the Society 

of the Friends of the Museum, an organiza

tion that has promoted archaeological activi

ties and helped stir interest in Lebanon:S past. 

The society organizes lectures, exhibitions, 

trips to famous sites, and children!; programs, 

and publishes a newsletter. Such programs 

promote continuous contact with stimulating 

people in the field of history and archaeology 

'This is what we get the most comments 

about," says Badre. "People want to expand 

their horizons." She is now overseeing the 

museum's renovation that is designed to 

better showcase its collections. 

Leila Badre earned her BA in ancient history 

and MAin archaeology from AUBin 1965 

and 1968 respectively She was awarded a 

doctorate with honors from the Sorbonne, 

and her PhD thesis, entitled, "Les figurines 

anthropomorphes en terre cuite l 'Age du Bronze 

en Syrie," was published in Paris in 1980. 

Throughout her career she has taken part in 

and directed ll excavations in Lebanon, 

Syria , Dubai, and Yemen, participated in 

many international conferences, and pub

lished nearly 50 articles in international 

scientific periodicals. 

Leila Badre 

"My hope is that 
one day not only 
will women be 
on a completely 
equal footing 
with men at 
AUB, but that we 
won't even notice 
and won't really 
care." 

I 



Women and AUB 

Karma Ehmehji 
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A Commitment to th e Environment 
Karma Ekmekji (expected BS '04) 
"We live in an area where water resources are a source of 

conflicts," explains Karma Ekmekji (expected BS '04). 

''While raising social awareness of the environment and 

water issues is important, increasing political awareness 

of these issues is crucial. " An environmental health major, 

Ekmekji speaks with passion and authority on 

the hot topic of water resources--much like the environ

mental lawyer she aspires to be. "I like the legal aspects of 

environmental issues and want to craft policy on water 

resource policy," she says. "Environmental law is one that 

can be applied globally, which makes it so appealing to me." 

Outside of the classroom Ekmekji is equally active. She 

participated in a UNESCO conference in Holland on 

international water resources management and conflict 

resolution in November. This summer she is accepted for 

a 10-week internship at the Environmental Defense Fund 

in New York City She believes these experiences in 

addition to her coursework will prepare her for a career 

in environmental law by providing an opportunity to 
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introduce her to international professionals in the field 

and to see policy-making in action. 

Ekmekj i wishes more students took an interest in envi

ronmental health and policy and encourages them to 

explore the major. "The environment is our future and 

people take it for granted. If you cannot clearly breathe 

the air, what's the point? Maintaining a healthy environ

ment is just as important as ensuring stable political and 

economic systems." 

Ekmekji's passion for the envi ronment is rivaled by her 

commitment to AUB. As a fourth generation AUBite, she 

is active in student affairs and serves as secretary on the 

University Student Faculty Committee (USFC) , which is 

chaired by President Waterbury "USFC tackles student 

issues at the university level," she explains. "We assist in 

setting budgets for student activities and allocating money 

for different student needs, in addition to dealing with 

crucial student issues." While she may leave Lebanon for 

law school, Ekmekji speaks warmly of her AUB experi

ence. "! love AUB and Lebanon," she says smiling. "I 

belong here." 

She is clear about her plans after law school, "Lebanon's 

environmental laws need adjustment and I intend to 

return here to work." Ekmekji is one resource that 

Lebanon-and the environment-need. 



leila Musfy (seated) with graphic desig11 students 

Designing Woman 
Leila Musfy 

Professor Leila Musfy, director of the Graphic 

Design Program in the Faculty of Engineering 

and Architecture, looks every bit the artist 

she is. Dressed in warm brown tones in 

mixed fabrics , highlighted by a striking 

amber pendant, she stresses that being a 

woman has never interfered with her work as 

either educator or graphic designer. In fact, 

she finds both advantages and disadvantages 

to being a minority female on the faculty 

Musfy points out that she always received full 

support from her family in her professional 

career, even when others questioned her par

ents' liberal attitude. 

When AUB:S Fine Arts department closed in 

1975 she moved to the US, where after 

obtaining her BFA and MFA in design, she 

worked for a number of years before return

ing to Lebanon to become coordinator of the 

Advertising Program at the Beirut College for 

Women. In 1992, she joined AUB as assistant 

professor and coordinator of the Graphic 

Design Program. Rapidly moving through the 

ranks, she was appointed full professor in the 

spring of 2002. 

Musfy, who has a well-developed philosophy 

of design and education , teaches typography, 

packaging, publication, and exhibit design. 

"Graphic design has to function within the 

constraints of the client through a problem 

solving process, modem technology, and 

deadlines," she says. "It also has to preserve a 

sense of precision and order with an effective 

and aesthetic visual impact." For Musfy, 

graphic design is part of culture. "lt exists in 

history, heritage, tradition, values, and lan

guage. " 

Giving Nursing a Boost 
Selwa Makarem 
"l came from a traditional family," explains 

former School of Nursing Director Selwa 

Makarem. "At that time, girls were not 

expected to continue with schooling after 

high school." Makarem credits a talk that her 

mentor, AUB Professor Waddah Shaya, had 

with her parents which persuaded them to 

continue her education. Like Professor Shaya, 

she has proven to be a kind and determined 

mentor to AUB nursing students. 

Makarem returned to AUBin 1993 after 

studying and teaching for 20 years in 

California and New York. "It took me three 

years to make the decision," she explains. "l 

wanted to return as a full tenured professor. 

Ultimately l knew it was time to give my 

time to AUB and Lebanon." 

In her lO years as School of Nursing director 

until january 2003, Makarem was busy 

raising the profile of AUB nursing students, 

revitalizing the Nursing Chapter, organizing 

international conferences on campus, 

revamping the curriculum, consulting hospi

tals and nursing programs throughout the 

Middle East, encouraging greater faculty 

involvement with students, and promoting 

the recognition of AUB nurses as the best in 

the region. "lt is a very demanding profes

sion," she affirms. "Nurses are not as recog

nized as they should and deserve much 

praise." Makarem believes nurses should 

explore careers outside the hospital, such as 

teaching, research, and administration, but 

points out the crucial role clinical nurses 

play. "Spending 24 hours with a patient, 

evaluating and assessing them requires deci

siveness." Likewise, Makaram has played a 

decisive role in advancing nursing at AUB. 

Selwa Mal?arem 



Helen Bihhazi 

Keeper of Knowledge 
University Librarian Helen Bikhazi 
"Our goals are AUB:S," explains University 

Librarian Helen Bikhazi (BA '66). "We support 

the academic programs by continuing to build 

and preserve collections, enhance our services, 

introduce new technologies, and develop our 

human resources to reach optimal perform

ance to meet future needs." 

Bikhazi supervises the total University Library 

system, which includes jafet Memorial Library 

and two branches in Engineering and 

Architecture, and Science and Agriculture. 

After graduation she joined jafet as an assis

tant cataloger. This led her to pursue an MLS 

at the College of Aberystwyth in Wales. In 

1970 she was appointed acquisitions librarian, 

then acting university librarian in 1980, and 

finally university librarian in 1987. 

As scholarship expands and technologies 

change, Bikhazi sees that the university 

libraries keep pace. 'The libraries have grown 

with the expansion of academic programs," 

she explains. "Our current collection com

prises over 570,000 volumes, 2600 print 

periodicals, 4400 electronic titles remotely 

accessible, and a valuable collection of 
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archives and manuscripts." A new 

Information Services Department has been 

recently created to develop customized 

course-integrated research sessions to train 

students on utilizing electronic resources. "We 

are also continually reengineering our internal 

business processes by applying international 

standards," adds Bikhazi. 

Bikhazi believes that knowledge is power. "At 

AUB women receive an education that sets 

them apart," she considers. "I support 

President Waterbury's concern with women's 

professional development," she says, noting 

that women head all library departments 

except two. "Lebanon and AUB can play a 

crucial role in encouraging more young 

women to opt for majors that prepare them 

for decision-making roles." 

Teaching Teachers in Lebanon 
Marjorie Henningsen 
"My experiences with Lebanese schools have 

been both enjoyable and fascinating," says 

assistant professor of mathematics education 

Marjorie Henningsen. "The enthusiasm and 

eagerness to learn among teachers--in urban 

and rural schools--helped me decide to come 

to AUB." 

Henningsen has been a fixture in 

classrooms at AUB and in elemen

tary schools throughout Lebanon 

since arriving in 2000 with her EdD 

in mathematics education from the 

University of Pittsburgh. She is 

co-director of the Mathematics 

Education Reform for All in 

Lebanon (MARAL), a research and 

development project at AUB aimed 

at studying and supporting mathe

matics classroom instruction in 

public and private elementary 

schools. "MARAL is about seeing 

firsthand what is happening in class

rooms, what students are learning, 

and helping teachers achieve their 

goals," she explains. 

Marjorie Henningson 

Henningsen and co-director Samar Zebian, 

assistant professor of psychology, are studying 

the extent that high-level thinking, reasoning, 

and communication occurs in the new 

Lebanese curriculum, as well as determining 

the culturally specific ways educational goals 

are achieved in Lebanon as opposed to other 

countries. MARAL entails many hours of 

classroom observation, some of which is 

videotaped, to compile a large database that 

will be used to design appropriate professional 

development tools for teachers and to help 

students fully realize the new curriculums 

potential. "It will be one of its kind in 

Lebanon," explains Henningsen. The team 

received a boost for MARAL from a Hewlett 

Foundation research leave grant this fall. 

"AUB students are hardworking and take chal

lenges," she says smiling. "They challenge me 

too, which definitely keeps things interesting." 

Daily life in Beirut captivates Henningsen. "I 

love my walks to and from campus, greeting 

familiar faces, shopping in the neighborhood." 

A side perk has been her adventures in the 

Middle East that she shares with family and 

friends in the US: "I sometimes feel a desper

ate need to give a different image of Lebanon 

than the negative one reinforced by media in 

the States." 



Making AUB the Place for 
Middle Eastern Studies 
Nadia EI-Cheikh 

"Given the high profile of the Middle East 

today more graduate students are coming 

straight to 'the source' to study," says Nadia 

El-Cheikh, director of AUBs interdisciplinary 

Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies 

(CAMES). In the 2002-03 academic year, 

CAMES had the highest enrollment of any 

graduate program in the humanities, with a 

mix of graduate students and associates hail

ing from Lebanon, the US, Europe, Australia, 

and Japan. "As the field of Middle East Studies 

gains more popularity and interest, we expect 

these numbers to rise." 

El-Cheikh became acting director of the Center 

in 2000 and director in 2002. She and her 

associates have revitalized the graduate cur

riculum and Summer Arabic Program as well 

as launched a compelling lecture series with 

local and international scholars. El-Cheikh 

envisions CAMES as a resource for scholars in 

the field. "Many European and US colleagues 

wish they had access to AUBs Near Eastern 

Studies resources. I encourage them to come 

for research or a sabbatical." 

El-Cheikh is a busy scholar whose current 

research focuses on aspects of Arab-Byzantine 

mutual perception and interaction. She is 

working on a book, Byzantium Viewed by the 

Arabs, which covers the early Islamic era until 

the fall of Constantinople in 1453. She is also 

investigating the condition and perception of 

women during the Abbasid period. "I am 

Nadia El-Cheihh 

particularly concentrating on adab compila

tions to gather information on women's lives, 

their behavior and status, and the perception 

of their roles," she explains. 

It is not surprising El-Cheikh has strong 

thoughts on women in academia. "What is 

true of AUB is true in every university in the 

world. Typically women hold the lower posi

tions in the administration and on the faculty, 

are paid less, and perform 'domestic labor' by 

serving on committees that have little power." 

El-Cheikh is encouraging the creation of a 

women's studies program at AUB. "These are 

common in US institutions," she says emphat

ically. 'The good news is serious discussions 

are underway." 

Advancing Medicine 
Ghada EI-Hajj Fuleihan 
Professor of medicine at AUB, Ghada El-Hajj 

Fuleihan (MD '83) founded the Calcium 

Metabolism and Osteoporosis Program in 

1997, which she has directed since its inception. 

A distinguished physician, El-Hajj Fuleihan 

completed a residency in internal medicine, 

a fellowship in endocrinology, and a sub-spe

cialty in calcium and bone metabolism at 

Harvard Medical School. She also obtained a 

masters degree in public health in clinical 

effectiveness at the Harvard School of Public 

Health. At Brigham and Woman's Hospital in 

Boston, she directed the Calcium Metabolism 

Clinical Research Unit for nine years, until she 

moved back to AUBin 1997. 

Ghada El-Hajj Fuleihan 

Women and AUB 
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Her major research interests include metabolic 

bone disorders, women$ health issues, and 

densitometry applications. She is the leading 

investigator on protocols evaluating the epidemi

ology of osteoporosis in Lebanon, determinants 

of peak bone mass accrual in adolescents, genet

ics of bone mass inheritance, secondary causes of 

bone loss, chemotherapy, and transplantation 

induced bone disease. El-Hajj Fuleihan is also 

an investigator in several multicenter clinical 

trials on osteoporosis. 

She has published extensively on her topics of 

interest and was elected to the Alpha Omega 

Alpha Honorary Medical Society, and is the 

recipient of both the National Institutes of 

Health Clinical Associate Physician and 

Harvard-Sandoz Scholar in Medicine awards. 

El-Hajj Fuleihan currently serves on the 

Scientific Advisory Committee of the 

International Society of Clinical Densitometry, 

the editorial board of the]oumal of Ginical 

Densitometry, and the Professional Practice 

Committee of the American Society of Bone 

and Mineral Research. 



Gair< Uwayjan 

Personnel Matters 
Claire Uwayjan 
Director of Personnel Claire Yacoub Uwayjan 

has a lengthy affiliation with AUB. "I was born 

at AUH, grew up 100 meters from campus, 

graduated in 1967 from BCW, and spent my 

professional life at AUB. I do not know much 

else except AUB." 

After graduation she had no plans to work 

and was considering graduate school but 

followed up on an open position in personnel 

on a tip from a friend. "At first I said I don't 

want to be a secretary because I cannot type," 

she says laughing. She was then told that AUB 

wanted a college graduate for the vacant posi

tion, which entailed taking care of non-academ

ic employees, preparing contracts and payrolls, 

and training in personnel management. 

Uwayjan decided to try it out and has 

remained since-rising in the ranks to direc

tor in 1987. 

She modestly describes her work at AUB as 

overseeing university human resources (HR). 

She speaks with pride of her service during 

the civil war. "From 1984 on, Personnel was 

essentially run by three women, myself, Amal 

Habib who is now assistant director, and 

retired Adrrtinistrative Assistant Nabla Khouri. 

It was a difficult era but we survived it 
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because of the support from our superiors." 

Uwayjan believes her role is to look after the 

welfare of university personnel in a fair, firm, 

and consistent manner, while ensuring the 

best interest of the University is served. 

Uwayjan has seen the employment of women 

grow over the last decades. "I used to be one 

of the few higher administrators outside 

AUBMC during the 1970s and 1980s. Now 

there are more women in positions of author

ity:" She cites the return of many Lebanese to 

Beirut and the adrrtinistrations encouragement 

as the main reasons. "Look at any department 

and you will find the most qualified women 

working there," she says. "I can personally 

guarantee it." 

Double Shift as Staff Member 
and Student 
Hind Sarkis 
Hind Sarkis, secretary in the Office of 

Development, is one of the many women 

who, as part of AUB's administrative support 

staff, ensure that daily operations run smooth

ly With fine attention to detail and a smile, 

she arranges schedules, administers the daily 

office work, handles correspondence, prepares 

profiles, takes care of reservations and reim

bursements--you name it. Despite her busy 

days, she decided to go back to school and 

managed to get her BA in public administra-

Hind Sarkis 

tion in 2000 while working full-time. Sarkis 

arrived at AUBin 1967 and quickly found 

employment in the AUBMC. "I came to AUB 

because I felt it was the most important insti

tution in Lebanon," she explains. "I wanted to 

get my undergraduate degree at that time, but 

due to family obligations I went to work to 

support my farrtily. " From the hospital she 

moved to the education department for five 

years, then to the Division of Education and 

Extension Programs for another five years, and 

finally to the Office of Development in 1982. 

In 1989 she decided it was time to get from 

AUB what she wanted in 1967: a bachelors 

degree. "It took me ten years," she says. "It 

was very hard working and going to school. 

Each night was spent studying, with no time 

for socializing." She laughs about being a 

non-traditional student, saying, "The students 

always thought I was the teacher on the first 

day" She credits the invaluable support of her 

supervisors, colleagues, professors, and family 

with helping her get through her studies. 

Sarkis says one of the main reasons she went 

for her BA is for her own self-esteem and satis

faction. "Receiving my diploma, I felt so proud 

that I actually did it." When asked if there is a 

master's degree in her future Sarkis laughs, 

"Please! I am so tired now-probably later." 



Cast Glass and Masonry Study 

Images from the winning designer for the new Charles W Hostler Student Cent<r by the 
team of Vincent james Associates Architects (VJAA) with james Carpenter Design 
Associates (]CDA); Hargreaves Associates, landscape Architects; Transsolar Enerfietechnih: 
GmbH, Climate Engineering; and Schlaich Bergermann und Partner, Structural Engineers 

The Elements 
With one set of design specifications, 20 prestigious international and 

Lebanese architectural firms, and a blue ribbon six-member jury, the 

competition started to find the architects who would create the 

Charles W Hostler Student Center at AUB. MainGate gives an insid

ers view of the competition, the winning team, and their vision. 
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F 
irst there were 20, then six, and finally one. The competition 

among architecture firms and teams vying to design the new 

$11 million Charles W Hostler Student Center was brought 

to a close, and a winner was named in October. 

The team that submitted the entry that won over AUB:S distin

guished jury was led by Vincent james Associates Architects (VJAA), 

in collaboration with daylighting and materials consultant james 

Carpenter Design Associates QDCA), landscape consultant 

Hargreaves Associates, climate engineer TransSolar Energietechnik 

GmbH, and structural engineer Schlaich Bergermann und Partner. 

The firms are based in Minneapolis, New York, Cambridge 

Massachusetts, and Stuttgart respectively, and managed to capture 

a progressive vision for the center that retains the spirit of AUB. 

The competition was a lengthy, detailed, and interesting process that 

spanned four months. The first step was the selection of six presti

gious architecture firms from among the 20 that responded to the 

call for design entries. The chosen firms-Ateliers LION Architects 

Urbanistes-S.A. Barbanel; Marwan Saleh, Bernard Khoury & 

Laceco; Martinez Lapefla-Torres Arquitectos S.L.; Steven Hall 

Architects; Taber & Debs Architects and Planners; and Vincent 

james Associates Architects-represented Lebanon, the United 

States, France, and Spain. Actually, it was more complicated than 

that. Several of the entries included two or three different firms that 

had pooled their talents for the purposes of this competition. In 

addition, several AUB graduates now work at Steven Hall, one of 

the US-based firms. It was truly an international competition. 

The jury itself was international and included representatives from 

AUB and distinguished architects from Lebanon, japan, the United 

Kingdom, Germany, and the United States. jury members were 

Shigeru Ban, director, Shigeru Ban Architects, Tokyo; Hillary Brown, 

AlA, principal, New Civic Works, New York; Richard Burdett, 

FRIBA, Cities Programme, London School of Economics, London; 

Marwan Ghandour, senior lecturer, American University of Beirut; 

Barbara Hoidn, Diplome lngenieur, Hoidn Wang Partner, Berlin; 

Assem Salam, architect, former president of the Order of Engineers, 

Beirut; and john Waterbury, president, American University of Beirut. 

jury members also brought a wide range of expertise and hailed 

from very different backgrounds. Shigeru Ban , who is also a consult

ant to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, has incorporated 

The Charles W Hostler Center will be constructed along the Corniche, where the 
campus parking lot is now located. It will include an indoor swimming pool, health 
and fitness fadlities, basketball courts, student activity rooms, refurbishment of the 
Green Field and stadium, a 300-seat theater/auditorium, and underground parking 
for 250 cars. This project will change the fru;ade of the University from the Corniche 
and significantly enhance student life. Image by VJAA with ]CDA 
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innovative environmental techniques into much of his work. Hillary 

Brown arrived in Beirut several days in advance of the others and 

gave a talk at the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture on the 

green building movement. She has done both academic and advo

cacy work on green building practices and ecological design tech

niques. Richard Burdett has been involved in some of the public 

policy aspects of architecture and is a member of the UK govern

ment's Urban Task Force, an architectural advisor to the Greater 

London Authority, and has also been a consultant on urban devel

opment in Europe and the United States. Barbara Hoidn, who is 

currently a visiting professor at the School of Architecture at the 

University of Texas in Austin, has worked to develop and commu

nicate public urban design guidelines and has consulted on a 

number of private investment projects in Berlin since its reunification. 

The three Beirut-based jury members, Marwan Ghandour, Assem 

Salam, and john Waterbury, brought a unique perspective to jury 

deliberations based on their knowledge of the AUB campus, their 

understanding of the relationship between AUB and the community, 

and their familiarity with the weather that Beirut residents enjoy 



It was truly an international competition 

throughout the year. In addition, Professors Ghandour and Salam 

are trained architects with many years of experience, both as practi

tioners and in the classroom. 

The presentations took place over a two-day period in early 

October in College Hall. Each firm was given an hour to make its 

presentation and then up to an additional 30 minutes to answer 

questions from the jury. The presentations themselves varied con

siderably The firm of Steven Hall took some time to talk about 

other projects it had worked on recently Another design firm, 

Bernard Khoury &: l.aceco, opted to make a silent presentation-a 

slide show with no audio. Several design firms presented models to 

scale while others presented fairly rough sketches. 

Looking over the exhibits before the presentations began, one was 

struck by the very different ways in which the firms had conceived 

the new center: one firm envisioned a pier-shaped building jutting 

out to the sea; another firm proposed a center that was largely under

ground; two of the firms had broken up the programmatic require

ments (a swimming pool, a gymnasium, an auditorium, etc.) into 

individual buildings. Still another design featured a large sloping roof. 

In addition to having to satisfy all of the technical requirements, the 

design firms were clearly very conscious of the views of the new 

center both from upper campus and from the Corniche. Several 

designs included towers to mirror the College Hall tower that is 

currently AUBs landmark. All of the designs played up the impor

tance of the spectacular views of the Mediterranean that the new 

center could offer. 

It quickly became apparent that the jurys task was not going to be 

an easy one. The designs were so different. How does one balance 

all of these very different requirements? The jury was guided by five 

criteria in evaluating each project: responsiveness to the site and 

urban context; architectural distinction with respect to interior and 

exterior spaces; responsiveness to environmental concerns; respon

siveness to the program or Functions of the Hostler Center; and fea

sibility with respect to construction, cost, and operations. 

President Waterbury announced the jurys decision at a press con

ference on October 8, 2002 congratulating the winning team led by 

Vincent James Associates Architects (VJAA) with James Carpenter 

Design Associates, Hargreaves Associates, TransSolar Energietechnik 



GmbH, and Schlaich Bergermann und Partner. That same day all six 

entries were put on display in lssam Fares Hall, where they 

remained for two weeks. 

Vincent james is a principal and president of VJAA, an architectural 

firm he established in Minneapolis in 1990. An architect with more 

than 25 years of experience, james is also an adjunct associate pro

fessor of architecture at Harvard University's Graduate School of 

Design. james Carpenter has been described in various places as a 

"glass designer" and a "carpenter of glass." He is also a sculptor and 

principal of james Carpenter Design Associates in New York. For 

more than 30 years, he has worked with glass and light to bring 

form to structure. Matthias Schuler is a founder and managing 

director of TransSolar Energietechnik GmbH in Stuttgart, Germany, 

and has had extensive experience working with advanced fa!;ade 

~uildings, sustainable design, and climate engineering. 

Vincent james and james Carpenters first professional collaboration 

was on the Dayton House, a private home in Minneapolis, which 

was designed in 1997 and received the National AlA Honor Award 

in 2002. james Carpenter designed a "periscope window" for the 

project and consulted on shading strategies and the extensive glass 

used in the project. VJAA is currently working withjCDA and 

TransSolar on the Tulane Student Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Vincent james explains that he and his colleagues visited Beirut for 

the first time in july 2002, after they were informed that they were 

one of the six short listed firms. They have been back on several 

different occasions since then-most recently in December 2002. 

The winning design was one of the entries that opted for a number 

of smaller buildings instead of one single structure. President john 

Waterbury, who was also a member of the jury, captures the spirit of 

the design when he describes how it "preserves or develops green 

areas and tree cover while breaking up the necessarily large volumes 

associated with athletic activities and the auditorium into an ensem

ble of smaller structures that spill toward the sea." These smaller 

structures resemble some of the buildings that already exist on 

campus. This is not an accident-Vincent james commented that 

he and his colleagues wanted to "emulate some of the best features 

found elsewhere on the campus in our design." 

AUB architecture Professor Marwan Ghandour, a jury member, 

explains that "the main strength of the VJAA entry is that it shows 

an attentive attitude toward the particularities of the student center 

by giving as much attention to the general urban and architectural 

configuration as to the building details, construction technicalities, 

and environmental concerns." The winning design "accentuates the 

need for the Hostler Center to have porous edges allowing for an 

overflow of the center functions to the different outdoor spaces, thus 
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accentuating student activity and interaction as a main feature of the 

project. These outside-inside relationships are accentuated through a 

variety of screens and building edges that can be monitored by the 

users to allow for control of natural light and physical continuity," 

explains Professor Ghandour. This apparently seamless transition 

between outdoor and indoor space is one of the distinctive features 

of the Dayton House-something that bodes well for the winning 

team's ability to achieve the same effect with the Hostler Student 

Center. 

james stresses that while the winning team was sensitive to the need 

to be responsive to environmental concerns, it also wanted to create 

intimate and beautiful spaces. It is this concern that the Hostler 

Student Center be a place where students want to be that led them 

to invite George Hargreaves Associates, a landscape architecture firm 

that was also involved in the Dayton House project and is known 

for its work internationally, to join their team. George Hargreaves is 

chair of the Landscape Architecture Department at Harvard and was 

the landscape architect for the Sydney Olympics. 

james believes that their design will demonstrate that it is possible 

to be "bold without being physically imposing." AUB hopes to break 

ground for the new center in winter 2004. 

This was the first time that AUB organized an international design 

competition for a new campus facility. Although it was an enormous 

amount of work to organize, the quality of both the entries and the 

jury participants have convinced many, including AUB President 

john Waterbury, that this was a very worthwhile exercise. "The cal

iber of all of the entries was extremely impressive. This project, as 

we intended, will transform the lower campus and pay tribute to a 

wonderful alumnus and friend, Charles W Hostler." 

A preview of the architectural vision for the Hostler Center~ swimmingfadlity 
by V]AA with )CDA 



Geographical distribution of landmine fields (shown in red) in Lebanon 
(Source; National De-mining Office) 

eloping 
hnologies 

to Detect 
Landmines 
in Lebanon 

I By Lynn Mahoney 

Years of conflict left southern Lebanon littered with undetected and unmarked 

landmines. Now, a team of AUB faculty is developing an infra-red imaging 

system to detect landmines more safely and efficiently-in Lebanon, and across 

the globe. 

I 



"At AUB we are creating advanced technologies to detect buried 

landmines, which we hope will ultimately encourage economic 

prosperity and peace in the area." 

' ' F ollowing the liberation of Southern 
Lebanon, it is estimated there are as 

many as 400,000 landmines in the 

area. These are dense minefields, mostly near the 

international border," explains Samer Abdallah, 

assistant professor of mechanical engineering. 

"At AUB we are creating advanced technologies 

to detect buried landmines, which we hope will 

ultimately encourage economic prosperity and 

peace in the area. " 

Professor Abdallah describes the objective of 

the De-mining Technology Team at AUB 

(DeTecT@AUB): "The aim of this project is to 

develop a fast , reliable, remote mine-detection 

technology based on infra-red imaging." Nesreen 

Ghaddar, chair and professor of mechanical engi

neering, adds, "It is important to keep in mind 

that once these areas are free from these explosive 

devices, displaced people can be resettled, agri

cultural areas recultivated, and the infrastructure 

reestablished for the overall development of the 

country. As faculty members of AUB we want 

to create technologies that not only help the 

people of Lebanon, but can be shared with 

other countries to combat the devastating prob

lem of land mines. " 

DeTecT@AUB is a multi-disciplinary team 

founded in 2001 with the mission of establish

ing a comprehensive research and development 

program to evaluate and implement applicable 

landmine detection technologies. The team is 

composed of six mechanical engineering profes

sors: Samer Abdallah, Nesreen Ghaddar, Kinda 

Khalaf, Fad! Moukalled, Alan Shihadeh, and 

Ahmed Smaili who are experts in computational 

fluid dynamics and heat transfer, computer 

vision, robotics, and mechatronics. Also joining 

the team is Professor Zouheir Fawaz of Ryerson 

University in Canada, an expert in infra-red 

imaging and thermography. 
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Lebanon is one of the many countries afflicted 

with minefields, with the majority concentrated 

in Southern Lebanon as a consequence of over 20 

years of conflict. Following the withdrawal of 

Israeli forces from the South in May 2000, the 

Landmine Resource Center at the University of 

Balamand estimated the total number of mines at 

150,000. Since then, more landmines have been 

discovered throughout the region from Ras 

Naqoura to Shabba on Mount Hermon, and the 

figure has more than doubled. The center also 

reports in a 2002 report that the number of land

mine victims is 2,757, of which 206 (including 

deaths and injuries) occurred between May 2000 

and May 2002. More causalties are a weekly 

occurrence, many being children who wander 

into the dangerous areas. 

DeTecT@AUB members. Sitting. left to right: Professors Kinda Khalaf, Fad/ 
Mouhalled, Zouheir Fawaz, Nesreen Ghaddar, Samer M Abdallah; standing. left 
lO right: Professor Ahmad Sma ili , and graduate students Yamen Saleh, Mohammad 
Sa lam, Saad Maaharoun, Khaled joujou; Absent: Professor Alan Shihadeh 

The prevalence of mines has also resulted in 

socio-economic problems. Resettlement of the 

displaced people of the South has been slowed 

because of safety concerns; commerce is stalled 

due to lack of markets, poor investment opportu

nities, and weak infrastructures; and agricultural 

development is hindered because landmines are 

often buried in crop areas. In 1998, with the assis

tance of the US government, the Lebanese gov

ernment established the National De-mining 
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Size and scope of the landmine problem in Lebanon . The chart shows the number of landmine fields by region. (Source: National De-mining Office) 

Office (NDO) as part of its military, which 

now handles all de-mining operations. 

In 2001 the Lebanese government signed 

Operation Emirates Solidarity (OES), a 

memorandum of understanding with the 

United Arab Emirates. The objective of this 

cooperative effort is to clear several Southern 

Lebanese towns and villages of booby-trap 

devices and landmines. Carrying out the 

mission of OES is the Mine Action Co-ordi

nation Center in Southern Lebanon (MACC 

SL) whose role is to coordinate mine clear

ance. in the South and ensure that it is 

carried out in accordance with the 

International Mine Action Standards. 

DeTecT@AUB collaborates with the NDO 

and MACC SL to validate and implement 

the developed IR sensing technology. 

"Currently most landmines are detected by 

using hand-held metal detectors and manual 

prodding. These methods are slow, labor 

intensive and dangerous," explains Ghaddar. 

"False alarms are frequent because of the 

detectors' sensitivity to trace elements of 

metal and debris in the soil," adds Abdallah. 

The rocky, rigid, mountainous terrain and 

the effects of weather on the soil pose addi-

tiona! complications to detect landmines 

with the hand-held metal detector. Most 

importantly, de-mining using metal detectors 

and prodders pose a grave threat to de-miners 

who routinely suffer from accidents. 

Studies on the use of infra-red technology in 

detecting landmines show it is a more effec

tive tooL "Some of the key advantages of 

remotely deploying the IR imaging system 

(IRIS) system are enhanced safety, speed, 

and accuracy," explains Khalaf. 

The DeTecT@AUB project consists of two 

stages. The first, which is underway, is to 

implement an infra-red imaging system 

(IRIS) and to adapt this system to the envi

ronmental and terrain parameters specific 

to Lebanon. During the second stage, a low 

flying Remote-Controlled Aerial Porter 

(R-CAP) developed at AUB is a prototype to 

carry the IRIS. Furthermore, a Remote

Controlled Ground Vehicle (R-CGV) will 

also be adapted to carry the IRIS for close-up 

forward looking. The porters will also house 

the data acquisition package that will be 

used to acquire and store the IR images. 

Those images will subsequently be analyzed 

using a computerized image analysis system 

specifically developed for this purpose. 

The team involves Engineering graduate 

students and seniors. "Our students are of 

high caliber and bring much involvement 

and commitment to the project," says 

Ghaddar. However, she notes that to com

plete its research, DeTecT@AUB is in need 

of more funds. 

"The successful completion of the project," 

says Ghaddar, "will enable Lebanon to have 

custom-made locally developed tools and 

expertise to tackle the landmine problem 

safely and efficiently. In addition, Lebanon 

will in particular be able to share the devel

oped system, once validated, with other 

countries suffering from the same problem. 

This should bring substantial economic 

benefits to Lebanon." 
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THE ROOTS RUN DEEP 

50 YEARS AND MORE 
FOR THE FACULTY OF AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD SCIENCES 

I By Dina Abou Salem I 



T 
he roots of AUBs contribution to agriculture run 

deep. Basic courses were taught as early as 1914 

and on into the 1920s. From 1930 to 1947, an 

Institute of Rural Life founded in parmership with the 

Near East Foundation worked to improve the agricultural 

and social conditions of rural life. Then, in 1952, with 

support from the US Technical Cooperation 

Administration and a Ford Foundation grant, AUB 

established a full-fledged School of Agriculture, which 

ultimately expanded its perspective to become the 

Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences (FAFS) in 1979. 

In October 2002, the Faculty of Agricultural and Food 

Sciences celebrated its 50th year of teaching, research, 

and steadfast commitment to the welfare of the agricul

tural community and, ultimately, to the food and nutri

tion concerns the region. Many distinguished graduates 

participated in the anniversary celebration at AUB. 

Among them were Mahmoud Duwayri, former minister 

of agriculture in jordan; Fayez Khasawenah, professor of 

agriculture at jordan University of Science and Technology 

and president ofYarmouk University; Musa Freiji, a 

prominent figure in agrobusiness, especially poultry; 

Fatima Hayat, Kuwait$ permanent member of the FAO; 

Samir Kreidieh, an expert in landscaping, garden centers, 

nurseries, and light industries; Mahmoud Solh, assistant 

director general for international cooperation at ICARDA; 

and Salim Macksoud of Dar el Handasah in Beirut. 

When asked to name the greatest achievement of the last 

half-century, FAFS Dean Nuhad]. Daghir replied without 

hesitation, "the graduates." Nearly 3,000 alumni of FAFS 

are spread around the world, holding positions in agri

cultural development, government extension, marketing 

food and dietetics, and other related fields. "They have 

served in top positions as university presidents, teachers, 

and researchers, ministers of agriculture, and experts in 

agrobusiness and industry," said Dean Daghir. "They have 

stimulated the growth of many similar schools of agricul

ture throughout the Middle East." He noted that in many 

ways, they have advanced the broad mission of FAFS: 

"To promote, through higher agricultural education, 

teaching, research, and extension in agriculture, foods 

and nutrition, environment and natural resources, and 

community and rural development as a basis for sustain

able improvement in the lives of people throughout 

Lebanon, the Near East, and the world." 

Response to new issues and concerns has been the key to 

growth of the faculty In his address at the anniversary 

Dr. Rami Zurayh with colleagues and students 

FAFS Dean Nuhad). Daghir 

When asked to name the greatest 
achievement of the last half-century, 
FAFS Dean Nuhad]. Daghir replied 
without hesitation, "The graduates." 
celebration, Dean Daghir said, 'The region is facing new 

and challenging problems in its food supply, as well as in 

the eating habits of various population groups. The field 

of nutrition has become one of the important comer

stones in health preservation and disease prevention." 

Currently, the FAFS bachelor of science degree is offered 

in four programs: agriculture; landscape design and eco

management; nutrition and dietetics; and food science 

and management. Masters degrees are offered in animal 

and poultry science; agricultural economics and develop

ment; nutrition, food technology, plant science, plant 

protection, irrigation, soil science, and mechanization. 

As part of the curriculum, an interfaculty program offers 

an MS in nutrition and, in collaboration with the 

International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, an MS 

program in plant genetic resources, conservation, and 

documentation. The Faculty also offers an MS in environ

mental sciences in cooperation with the Faculties of 

Engineering and Architecture and Health Sciences. 

I 
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FAFS students in action at the Agricultural Research and Education Center 

Over the years, FAFS has made important contributions 

to agricultural development in the Middle East. In addi

tion to fostering the development of new agricultural 

schools, it has provided impetus to the growth of the local 

poultry industry, sugar beet production, the development 

of new wheat and barley varieties and new crops such as 

sweet corn, the setting up of food composition tables for 

the Middle East, the development of farm machinery for 

small land holdings and specialized crops, and the devel

opment of a new infant food, "Laubina," for supporting 

undernourished children. 

Today, faculty members are involved in a number of proj

ects in Lebanon, such as irrigation rehabilitation in the 

Yammouneh district. Coordinated by FAFS Professor 

Rami Zurayk, the project, funded by the International 

Fund for Agriculture and Development and the Lebanese 

Ministry of Agriculture, entails studies of fertilization and 

soil management, pest and disease identification and con

trol , and crop varieties and cultural practices. 

Professor Zurayk is also coordinating a project concerned 

with the promotion of sustainable rural livelihood strate

gies through agriculture in the Qaraoun area. Another 

project, targeting the Aarsal region, handled by Professor 

Shadi Hamadeh, involves multidisciplinary research on 

natural resource management issues and is funded by the 

International Development Research Center. 

Faculty members are also involved in a dairy stock 

improvement program funded by the US Department of 

Agriculture, USA!D, and the Lebanese Ministry of 

Agriculture. After more than 1,500 farmers were trained, 

6,000 dairy cows were imported from the United States 

and distributed around the country. 

FAFS is always on the move. Plans for the future include 

PhD programs, one in nutrition and one in plant science. 

Specialized research centers are also on the agenda. The 

Environmental and Sustainable Development Unit, 

Winter 2003 

A farm is the students' classroom at the Agricul!ural 
Research and Education Center in the Beqa'a Valley 

currently a group of researchers involved in overall 

sustainable agriculture and the implications of environ

mental sustainability, will be developed into a multidis

ciplinary research center. 

The faculty is also developing centers of excellence: one 

in nutrition and food sciences and another in biodiversity 

and genetic plant preservation. "We are establishing a 

seed bank at the Agricultural Research and Education 

Center to preserve the seeds of all the flora in Lebanon," 

said Dean Daghir, "and we have two projects for the 

preservation of plant biodiversity in Lebanon, one 

financed by the European Union and the other carried 

out jointly with Kew Gardens in the UK and financed by 

the Darwin Initiative." 

FAFS is equally keen on further development in water 

science research. "Water is going to be the issue of the 

21st century," according to Dean Daghir. "We already 

have a water research center at the Faculty of Engineering 

and Architecture. Our people contribute to its activities, 

and there is now a move to enlarge and develop the 

center on a university-wide basis, not just to deal with 

the technical issues but also to wrestle with the policy 

aspect of water needs." 

At the heart of the undergraduate experience for agricul

ture and landscaping students is a six-month hands-on 

immersion in agricultural practices at the faculty's 250-

acre farm in the Beqa'a Valley, the Agricultural Research 

and Education Center. Students live, study, take courses 



Landscape instructors and students discussing work in their design studio 

in poultry production, mechanization, irrigation, weed 

science, agronomy, plant protection, and farm practices, 

and work the farm together in an isolated rural setting. 

"But they love it," says Professor Mohamad Farran, 

director of the farm. "You know it when you see the 

expressions on their faces when they bottle feed and pet 

the calves." 

The center serves purposes other than the training of 

FAFS students. lt has state-of-the art research facilities in 

crop and animal production, a library, a weather station, 

and also serves as a training center for farmers and those 

interested in rural development. Over the past five years, 

new farm machinery was acquired through generous 

grants from American Schools and Hospitals Abroad 

(ASHA), and other sources. 

Dean Daghir puts community involvement among FAFS 

priorities: "The faculty need to be directly in touch with 

the farming and rural community; in order to research 

work that is meaningful and helpful to these people, we 

have to know what the problems are. So we have to be 

involved not only in teaching and research, but also in 

working with the community. This enriches the teaching 

and at the same time generates ideas for research." 

Developing new knowledge, teaching the next generation 

of leaders, and serving the community-the Faculty of 

Agricultural and Food Sciences is sending its roots even 

deeper as it looks ahead to the next 50 years. 

Studen!S working in the lab 
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M 
Fast Track 
to Prominence 
Dina Abou Salem learns how the Center for Advanced Mathematical Sciences has become 

the regional ieader in scientific research 

I 
n just four years of operation, AUB's Center for 

Advanced Mathematical Sciences has become the 

cutting edge of the University's revitalization and is 

recognized as the Middle East's leading institute for math

ematical research. 

Planning began in 1994, when Nicola Khuri, member of 

the AUB Board of Trustees Academic Committee, assem

bled four Lebanese scientists to address the question, 

"How do we attract world-class scientists and mathemati

cians to campus?" Pooling their minds to come up with 

some answers were Khalil Bitar of the Supercomputer 

Research Institute in Florida, Ali Chamseddine of the 

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, Wafic 

·Sabra of London University, and Ramzi Khury, a spe- -

cialist in elementary particle physics at the European 

Organization for Nuclear Research at Rockefeller 

University in New York. 

Out of the meeting emerged a blueprint for establishing 

the Center for Advanced Mathematical Sciences (CAMS). 

Subsequently, the plan was combined with a similar 
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proposal recommended by Sir Michael Atiyah, one of 

the worlds leading mathematicians, then president of 

the British Royal Society and master of Trinity College, 

Cambridge. The center was inaugurated in 1999. 

CAMS' mission, according to Director Ali H. 

Chamseddine, is "to create opportunities for top-quality 

research and teaching, to encourage academic collabora

tion and interdisciplinary research at AUB and in the 

region, to serve as a flagship institute in AUB's academic 

revitalization, and to attract exceptional faculty to the 

University" 

At the heart of CAMS, of course, is a staff of exceptionally 

talented people made up of four faculty members who 

teach in the mathematics and physics departments. 

Heading the team is Director Ali H. Chamseddine, PhD, 

Imperial College London, a distinguished physicist in 

super gravity and super symmetry Senior fellows are 

Kamal Khuri-Makdisi, PhD, Princeton University, assistant 

professor of mathematics, a number theorist; Wafic Sabra, 

PhD, University of London, associate professor 

of physics, a string theorist; and Jihad Touma, PhD, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, assistant professor 

of physics, an applied mathematician specialized in non

linear dynamics and chaos. 

and short courses. Since September 2002, CAMS has had 

86 associate scholars in residence, conducting research 

in fields such as mathematics, physics, chemistry, civil 

engineering, biomedical engineering, and business 

management. 

Soon after its inception, CAMS began hosting major 

international conferences; nine have been held to date. 

The inaugural conference, "Mathematical Sciences after 

the Year 2000," attracted 150 participants including 

Fields medallist Sir Michael Atiyah and Nobel laureate 

Murray Gell-Mann of the Santa Fe Institute. In addition 

to the conferences, CAMS sponsors lectures, seminars, 

and workshops. 

Overseeing and guiding the scientific programs of the 

Center is a distinguished International Advisory 

Committee, which assesses the academic performance 

of CAMS and recommends appointments. It consists of 

scholars from seven European and two American univer

sities and is chaired by Dr. Atiyah, now at Edinburgh 

University. 

In an effort to consolidate its regional impact, CAMS 

became a Millennium Science Initiative (MSI) associate 

for the Middle East in February 2002, after Dean of Arts 

"Our goal," says CAMS Director Ali Chamseddine, "is to 
harvest the potential of the mind, an ever-evolving challenge." 
The centers mission is supported by state-of-the art tech

nology and research facilities. High-performance computers 

and brpad high-speed access to electronic sources of sci

entific literature provide the tools needed by scientists 

working on demanding computations. With the help of a 

grant from the American Schools and Hospitals Abroad 

(ASHA) foundation, CAMS recently acquired an IBM 16 

processor p630 cluster, named Ibn Sina, the only one of 

its speed and sophistication in the Arab Middle East. "We 

have an ongoing commitment to acquiring faster up-to

the minute equipment," points out Dr. Chamseddine. 

"However, the exceptionally talented people we have here 

are much more important than a computer; its only a 

machine." 

The center not only facilitates the research work of this 

core faculty but also conducts a program for the visiting 

scholars who come to AUB for different periods of time to 

do research and to present lectures, seminars, workshops, 

and Sciences Khalil Bitar and Center Director Ali 

Chamseddine visited Trieste to discuss possibilities of 

establishing an MSI in the Middle East. At the meeting, 

hosted by the Abdus Salam International Centre for 

Theoretical Physics (ICTP) and led by Dr. Phillip A. 
Griffiths, chair of the Science Initiative Group (SIG) and 

director of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton 

University, CAMS was selected as an associate. 

CAMS continues to evolve. "Our goal," says Director 

Chamseddine, "is to harvest the potential of the mind , 

an ever-evolving challenge." The dream has rapidly 

become a reality-CAMS is indeed a top-ranking insti

tute contributing daily to scientific research and training 

in Lebanon and the Middle East. Further information may 

be found on the CAMS web site: 

http://www.cams.aub.edu.lb. 
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t's an invaluable opportunity for AUB. The 

United States Fulbright Visiting Scholar 

Program promotes "mutual understanding 

between the people of the US and those of 

other parts of the world" by maintaining a two

way street for advanced scholarship. For AUB, 

says Provost Peter Heath, the program is "an 

avenue of exchange and communication as we 

seek to enhance contacts with US universities." 

Through the program, AUB scholars are face

to-face with their US colleagues and are partici

pating in new research- all fruitful experiences 

that they bring back to AUB. 

We are going to tell you about four of them

all members of the AUB family who are 

currently, or were recently, in the US to do 

advanced study, along with an American pro

fessor from the University of Michigan who 

is coming to AUB for the spring semester. 

Like many professors in the Faculty of 

Agricultural and Food Sciences, Professor 
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Mustapha Haidar's research interests directly 

benefit the agricultural sector in Lebanon and 

the Middle East region. Professor Haidar joined 

AUB as an assistant professor of weed ecophys

iology in 1993. He is spending the year in the 

botany department at North Carolina State 

University in Raleigh, where he is studying the 

light signal transduction mechanism(s) of dod

der seedlings. The dodder is a major agricultural 

pest that affects a wide range of economically 

important crops in Lebanon and in temperate 

and tropical zones. So far, researchers have been 

unable to find a successful way to control it. 

This year is proving to be invaluable to 

Professor Haidar's efforts to study the physio

logical behavior of dodder in a manner helpful 

for developing a control method for this para

site. He has benefited from the facilities avail

able at NC State and the opportunities to col

laborate with colleagues who are working in 

this field . As Professor Haidar comments, 'This 

experience has been enormously important to 

me and my work." He goes on to say that he 

hopes "to use this year to strengthen the insti

tutional relationship between AUB and NC 

State so that others too will have the opportu

nity to benefit from the exchange of ideas." 

The Fulbright Visiting Scholar Fellowship 

Program is also making it possible for Professor 

Lara I. Halaoui to collaborate with colleagues 

in the United States, thus providing an oppor-

Assistant Professor of Chemistry wra Halaoui at Penn State 
University considers the Fulbright an opportunity for further 
professimwl development 



runity for further professional development. 

Halaoui, who is currently an assistant professor 

of chemistry at AUB, is spending the year at 

Penn State University where she is working 

with Professor Thomas E. Mallouk on the 

assembly of semiconductor nanostructures 

(i .e., as photonic crystals) and the exploration 

of their photoelectrochemical behavior. 

Halaoui's research focuses on the self-assembly 

of high-order heterostrucrures from semicon

ductor and metal nanoparticles building 

blocks, and the exploration of the fundamental 

physical and photoelectrochemical properties 

of this new class of matter, for potential appli

cations in the areas of solar energy conversion 

and the generation of renewable clean energy. 

Halaoui, who received her PhD from Duke 

University, arrived at AUB five years ago. 

Although AUB has significantly improved its 

research and laboratory facilities during those 

years, professors working in some areas are 

still at a disadvantage compared to their US 

colleagues. "The opportunity to take advantage 

of Penn States state-of-the-art facilities will 

greatly accelerate the pace of my research in 

this growing field," reports Halaoui. 

Political science masterS student Sevag Kechichian at Purdue 
University as a Fulbright Visiting Scholar 

For Sevag Kechichian, a masters student in the 

Department of Political Studies and Public 

Administration who is spending the year at 

Purdue University, the "Fulbright experience" 

is turning out to be everything he hoped it 

would be-and more. Sevag was originally 

attracted to the Fulbright Program because of 

the chance to do research in the United States. 

He notes that while he was able to read the 

books and articles when he was a student at 

AUB, now "I can talk to some of the people 

who wrote those books and articles!" Sevag 

also reports that he has benefited from the 

opportunity to audit several political science 

courses and to interact with other graduate 

students. 

In large part because of his positive experience 

this year, Sevag has decided to apply to a num

ber of PhD programs in comparative politics in 

order to pursue his research interest in transi

tion economies, democratization, nation-state 

building, and ethnic conflict. Sevag sums up 

his experience so far this way: "The fact that 

you are being strongly encouraged to do your 

research in the United States and that someone 

is paying so much attention to you and your 

research is simply a dream come true." 

Former Fulbritht Scholar Haitham Khoury found his Fulbright 
experience transforming 

Haitham Khoury was pursuing a masters 

degree in psychology at AUB when he decided 

to apply for a Fulbright scholarship so that he 

would have the opportunity to study abroad 

and to pursue his own research interests. In 

the aftermath of the September 11 attacks, 

Haitham participated in several seminars 

aimed at bridging the gap between Arabs and 

Americans that focused on tolerance, the role 

of the media, and stereotyping 

Haitham speaks of the Fulbright experience as 

being one that provided him with "the chance 

Provost Peter Heath 

considers the 

Fulbright Program 
"an avenue of 

exchange and 
communication as 
we seek to enhance 

contacts with US 
universities." 

to enrich my knowledge and experience in 

my area of interest, establish contacts as a 

Fulbright scholar, and meet with other 

Fulbright recipients ." He was also struck by 

how many of the people he met took him and 

his opinions seriously-a new experience for 

him. Haitham is now a teaching assistant in 

the PhD program for industrial and organiza

tional psychology at the University of South 

Florida in Tampa. 

During the spring 2003 semester AUB is host

ing a Fulbright scholar. The Faculty of Health 

Sciences will be a home away from home for 

Dr. Marcia lnhorn, an associate professor and 

director of the Center of Middle Eastern and 

North African Studies at the University of 

Michigan. lnhorn will be based in the 

Department of Health Behavior and Education 

as a visiting associate professor while she 

undertakes a comparative study on male 

infertility in Lebanon and Syria. She will also 

be working with AUB colleagues to develop a 

new course on womens health. 

These AUB scholars are part of the more than 

80,000 academics and professionals who have 

participated in Fulbright programs in the last 

55 years. With the Universitys commitment to 

encouraging faculty research, these numbers are 

expected to continue to grow in coming years. 

II 



campaign update 

London Dinner Kicks Off AUB's 
Fundraising Campaign in the UK 

Hosts Lara and Michael Fares with President john Waterbury 

A 
UB's $140 million Campaign for Excellence received a grand 

send-off m the UK at a dinner hosted and organized by 

Trustee Michael Fares and his wife Lara in London$ Dorchester 

Hotel on December 4, 2002. Alumni, AUB leaders, Lebanese dignitaries, 

guests from the British business community, and friends of Lebanon and 

the Middle East responded enthusiastically to the university plans 

described by President john Waterbury in his address to 100 guests. 

Michael Fares opened the program by proclaiming, "Most of us here 

tonight share a common passion with President john Waterbury-and 

that is AUB." He went on to describe the leadership role AUB has 

played in the region since its inception, and praised the University's 

emphasis on a liberal education that fosters "the depth of vision and 

the breadth of culture that characterizes the AUB graduate." Mr. Fares 

explained his family's connection to AUB: "My father, Issam Fares, 

passed on his admiration and enthusiasm for the AUB cause and we 

now take pride in his long association with the University. We think of 

AUB as a bridge of learning and understanding, joining North America 

to Lebanon and the Arab region ." 

Introducing Dr. Waterbury; Fares noted his achievements over the 

last five years. These include a review of all academic programs, the 

addition of 100 new faculty members, the establishment of a new AUB 
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AUB trustees and friends with host Lara Fares (fifth from left) and President john Waterbury 

School of Business, the advancement of information technology, and an 

increase in faculty morale. President Waterbury thanked Mr. and Mrs. 

Fares and the guests for their support, declaring that "the Campaign in 

the UK is off to a great start." Chair of the Campaign for Excellence 

Kamal Shair then briefed the audience on the status of the fundraising 

campaign and its goals for the next six years. 

Fares says he organized the program because "as a Trustee and 

Lebanese citizen I wanted to show my appreciation for all that 

Dr. Waterbury is doing to reinvigorate the University. " Another benefit, 

he explains, is that he was able to publicize the launch of the largest 

fundraising campaign in the history of AUB to the University's London 

constituency. "Nothing motivates an audience more than hearing 

Dr. Waterbury speak about AUB," said Fares. 

In addition to Dr. Waterbury; special guests included jihad Mortada, 

Lebanon's ambassador to Great Britain; AUB trustees Kamal Shair, 

Nabil Chartouni, Paul Collins, Abdul Mohsen Al-Qattan; also Yousef 

Abu-Khadra, Walid Abu-Suud, George Assiely, Fares Fares, Mansour 

Fustuk, and their wives. 

The UK dinner is the first of many events to be held around the world 

for alumni and friends in conjunction with the Campaign for Excellence. 



AANA President Ara Tekian Oejt) and Fundraising Chair Wad Chehab (right) with HM Queen Rania Abdullah 

Bridging East and West in 
New York City 

AANA organized a spectacular gala with Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abduliah that brought together 
AUB Trustees, administrators, alumni, and friends to benefit Financial Aid. Main Gate takes you there. 

''you ... and the great University that brings you here 

together, are reaUy a microcosm of the kind of world 

that I think all of us want to live in ," commented Her 

Majesty Queen Rania on AUB and its alumni. "A world where people 

value the strengths of different nations, faiths, and cultures. " 

That world was certainly present at the renowned St. Regis Hotel in 

New York City on November 14, 2002 when AUB trustees, senior uni

versity administrators and deans, North American alumni leaders, and 

friends came together at a gala and symposium organized by the AUB 

Alumni Association of North America (AANA). 

The program was unique in every way-from its special guests, elegant 

surroundings, timely discussion, and sumptuous menu. AANA 

Fundraising Chair and New York Chapter President Wa'el Chehab, 

who organized the gala, remarked, "The success of the gala shows that 

AANA is dedicated to fundraising for AUB, particularly in support of 

the Campaign for Excellence. This was a milestone event raising 

$180,000 with $30,000 going to the School of Business and the balance 

to scholarships." 

The evening started with a symposium entitled Bridging the Gap 

Between East and West and the Role of Education, consisting of a panel 

discussion by leading experts on the region. Ambassador Edward S. 

Walker, Jr., president of the Middle East Institute, served as moderator 

for panelists Henry Seigman, senior fellow and director, US/Middle East 

Project at the Council on Foreign Relations, and Raghida Dergham, 

senior diplomatic correspondent for AI Hayat and political analyst 

for MSNBC. 

A special reception for major donors and selected guests with Her 

Majesty Queen Rania AI-Abdullah followed the symposium. Sponsors 

included Wa'el Chehab, Chairman of the Board of Trustees Richard A. 

Debs and his wife Barbara, alumna and top fashion designer Reem 

Acra, Trustees Abele! Mohsen Al-Qattan, Hutham Olayan, Ray R. Irani, 

Ali 1. Ghandour, and Rodney B. Wagner. Among the guests were 

Deputy US Ambassador to the UN james Cunningham, Ambassador 

of the Arab League to the UN Yahya Mahmasani, Consul-General of 

Lebanon Rami Mortada, American Mornings Anchor Paula Zahn, CNN; 

and MSNBC Correspondent Ash leigh Banfield. 
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AA A President Ara Tekian, the first gala dinner speaker, remarked 

to the crowd that, "Many graduates, including myself, feel strongly 

indebted towards AUB not only for the outstanding education we 

received but also for the values instilled in us through its unique edu

cational culture." He stressed that ensuring that an AUB education is 

available to all qualified students should be a priority for alumni: "AUB 

has been a fertile ground in the region for generations. We must contin

ue to provide so that all grow to their full potential to become leaders." 

President john Waterbury then spoke about the mission of AUB and 

the University's commitment to providing a strong undergraduate edu

cation that "is designed to lead to journeys of self-discovery" He fur

ther explained the University's belief in the value of a general education 

versus specialization because it "provides a framework for constant 

intellectual renewal." He concluded, "Your support of our mission will 

perpetuate the AUB difference. Through AUB you will contribute to the 

bright future of the Middle East. " 

AUB Chairman of the Board of Trustees Richard A. Debs introduced 

keynote speaker Her Majesty Queen Rania AI-Abdullah of]ordan. He 

cited her tremendous commitment to education, child welfare, and to 

public service in jordan and throughout the world. 

Her Majesty noted she is familiar with the spirit of AUB, having gradu

ated from the American University in Cairo. Remarking that we live in 

a "world threatened by new divisions ," she acknowledged there has 

CNN Anchor Paula Zahn Qeft) with HM Queen Rania Abdullah (right) at the reception 
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Her Majesty Queen Rania AI-Abdullah (center) receives a gift from AANA presented by New York Chapter 
President Wa'el Chehab Qef!) and AUB Chai rman of the Board of Trustees Richard A. Debs (right) 

been misunderstanding and mistrust between the East and the West. 

However, she optimistically noted, "The walls are not built; the gates 

are not yet closed. Your university, and you yourselves, provide an 

important bridge linking other cultures and continents." AUB gradu

ates, she pointed out, have "the ability to understand the issues in all 

their complexity and depth . .. Good decisions will require the ability to 

think critically and clearly, to open our minds to each other, to listen 

carefully and well .. . AUB has prepared its graduates to make a tremen

dous impact for good." 

She concluded by affirming that AUB alumni carry with them an edu

cational and philosophical legacy steeped in the values of tolerance and 

reason: "The Middle East is better for it. .. and when I look around this 

room, it is clear how much the United States itself has benefited." 

Special Advisor to the President for REP Abdul Hamid Hallah Qefl) with AANA Board member Angie 
Bahuth (center) and gurest Poncheua Pierce (righ t) 



Diplomacy Personified 
AAA Member HE Nadim Dimechkie has made a career 

of promoting strong ties between Lebanon 

After stepping into His Excellency Nadim 

Dimechkie's beautiful salon, with its view 
stretching from St. George 's Bay across to 

Jounieh Bay and on to snow covered Mt. 
Sannine beyond , it is easy to understand 

why this distinguished AUB alumnus (BA 
'40, MA '55) and longtime diplomat returned 

home to Lebanon for his retirement. 

Ambassador Dimechkie described how his 

launch into the world of international diplo
macy came when his regular morning swim 

off Ras Beirut was interrupted by a police 

officer, who led him unceremoniously to the 
office of Camille Chamoun . Soon he was on 

his way to London as economic counselor 
to the Lebanese Legation afterward , in 

1945, and he later attended the first ses

sion of the United Nations. 

Dimechkie 's fruitful diplomatic career took 

him to such varied locales as Egypt , 
Switzerland , Czechoslovakia, the United 

States, and the United Kingdom from 1952-

and AUB and the world 

78 . Throughout , he participated in numer
ous international economic and trade con

ferences , UN sessions, and Arab League 
summit meetings. On stepping down in 

1979, Dimechkie worked as a business 
consultant and devoted his energies to pro

moting Arab-Anglo and then Arab-European 

relationships while based in Geneva. 

Having grown up in a traditional Arab 
house located on Bliss Street, just opposite 
Fisk Hall , HE Dimechkie has maintained 

strong and committed ties to AUB . In 1995, 

he was elected pres ident of the AUB 
Alumni Association (AAA) , conditional on 

his serving only one term . During his 
tenure , he reunited divided factions among 

the alumni and strengthened relationships 
between the Alumni Association and AUB . 

As an ex officio member, he continues to 

attend meetings of the AAA Council. "I 
remain in close contact and contribute as 

much as I can . I am very interested in th e 

activities of the Alumni Association ," he 
said . In recent years HE Dimechkie has 

continued to serve AUB directly as chair
man of the College Hall Fundraising 
Committee and, more recently, as head of 

the Scholarship Aid Fundraising Committee, 
which is planning a number of events for 

2003. 

Ambassador Dimechkie has warm memo
ries of AUB. "When I was a student," he 

remini sced, "we were such a small group 
that we knew our professors intimately. 

Several of them remained my friend s long 
after graduation ." Expressing concern over 

the opening of so many new universities in 
Lebanon, he emphasized the benefits of 

low student-professor ratios and the intima
cies of campus life. "AUB should not get 

too much larger," he said . "I like the cam
pus life. It keeps links among students and 

close ties between students and faculty." 

Nadim Dimechkie in his home 
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Ara Tehicm 
(BS '75, MS '79, PhD '8 1) 

AANA President Ara Tekian shares his thoughts on the 
importance of alumni leadership in North America and his 

plans for increasing participation. 

"When you have the support of the group, it 

is a good feeling ," said Ara Tekian on being 

unanimously elected president of the 

Alumni Association of North America 

(AANA) in 2002. Indeed , he earned th e 

support of his fellow alumni with plenty of 

hard work: volunteering his expertise to the 

University on academic programs , chairing 

the 2001 Chicago alumni convention , 

actively part ic ipating in the Midwest 

Chapter, and for his sheer love of all things 

AUB. Tekian , who is a prime example of 

alumni commitment to the alma mater, has 

serious plans for his two-year presidency. 

His ambitions are many : reacti vating lapsed 

chapters ; increasing fundraising efforts of 

alumni ; bringing North American alumni 

back to campus; creating a mentorship pro

gram ; and fine-tuning the working relation

ship between AUB and North American 

alumni . 

Tekian reali zes that increasing alumni 

involvement can be a challenge, "People 
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always ask how they can help AUB," he 

says. "We need programs that make it easy 

for alumni to get on board." Tekian beli eves 

offering organized tr ips to campus is one 

sure way of getting more North American 

alumni engaged. "Parents can share memo

ries with their children. Academics. medical 

professionals , and business people can 

lectu re on campus ," he says enthusiastically. 

"Once alumni see what is happening on 

campus, they wi ll make commitments-both 

financial and personal- to AUB." 

Fundraising is a top priority for Tekian. 

"With the Campaign for Excellence under

way, it is especially important for chapters 

to be active and supportive, " he stresses. 

Accor.dingly, in coordination with AUB 's 

New York development off ice , he organized 

a successful fundraising retreat for AANA 

leadership on November 15 following the 

New York AANA Gala. He would also like to 

see alumni become more active in identify

ing potential donors and bringing them into 

the AUB community. 

Likewise , he believes the University has 

an important obligation in keeping North 

American alumni up-to-date to bolster their 

role as AUB ambassadors. "Institutional 

visibility is a must especially today, " he 

stressed. "Alumni volunteers need to know 

what's going on at AUB so they can better 

serve th e University. " 

Tekian , who is associate professor of med

ical education and director of international 

affairs at the College of Medicine, 

University of Illinois, Chicago, continu es to 

lend his expertise to AUB's academic pro

grams. In the fall of 2002 he traveled to 

campus to work closely with Raja N. Khuri 

Dean of Medicine Nadim Cortas on curricu

lum planning for the Medical School. 

Clearly, Tekian not only has impress ive 

goals as AANA president-he also has 

the energy to put them in place. 



alumni activities 

Alumni Activities Worldwide 
Lebanon 

Beka'a Branch 
The Beka'a Branch organized a University Open Fair at the 

Evangelical School in Zahle with participating local institutions, 

including AUB, Lebanese American University, Beirut Arab 

University, Universite St. Joseph , University of Balamand, American 

University of Science and Technology, and Lebanese University 

so that students could learn more about each school. Branch 

President Faysal ei-Kak and alumnus and school principal Mulak 

Abbud addressed the students. 

Alumni and special guests at the Congress on Youth and Public Life with the Un ion of Alumni 
Schools in Zahle organized by the Bella' a Branch 

The branch later organized the Congress on Youth and Public Life 

with the Union of Alumni of Schools in Zahle. The two-day program, 

held under the presence of HE Khalil Hrawi , a representative of 

President Emile Lahoud , was well-attended by Beka'a public offi

cials, religious figures , dignitaries, and fellow alumni. The congress 

addressed the role and involvement of youth in public life . In his 

opening speech, branch President ei-Kak 

stated that the framework of youth involve

ment is based on human rights and social 

justice and called on the government to 

establ ish a model environment of trans

parency, equality, and justice to 

encourage the participation of more 

young people in society. 

The Beka'a Branch held its eigth fundrais

ing iftar this year for alumni and friends. 

Joining special guest speaker Finance 

Minister HE Fuad Saniora were many 

Beka'a officials including Elie Firzli , 

Mahmoud Abou Hamdan , Sami Khatib, 

Ismail Sukarieh, Waddah Nasr, Samir 

Kadi,and Georges Azar. The festivities 

began with a talk by branch President 

ei-Kak on the importance of fundraising and an update on the 14 

students who have benefited from the group 's scholarship fund . 

Waddah Nasr spoke about the uniqueness of an AUB education in 

an increasingly competitive educational market. Guest speaker HE 

Saniora discussed Paris II and asked for the support of all groups 

in Lebanon , including AUB alumni , because of the University's cru

cial academic and community role in Lebanon and the Middle East. 

Beha'a Br·cmch President Faysal el-Kah presenting the shield of tire association to Lebanon~ 
Finance Minister HE Fuad Scmiora at the branch~ iftar 

Engineeri.ng Chapter 
Lebanese President HE General Emile Lahoud received members 

of the AAA Engineering and Architecture Chapter on November 12, 

2002 in the presence of Minister Marwan Hamadeh . Chapter 

President Sami Alamuddine thanked President Lahoud for decorat

ing Kamal Shair, Nazih Taleb , Nizar Yunis , Hassib Sabbagh , Mounir 

Khatib , Albert Matta, Mohammad Nasser, and Sabah Abi Hanna. 

President Lahoud, expressing his appreciation for the efforts of the 

chapter, presented President Alamuddine with the Presidential 

Gratitude Shield. 

HE President Emi le Lahoud of Lebanon receiving the delegcltion of distinguished members of the Engineering Chllpter in November 
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Nursing Chapter 
The Nursing Chapter held its annual sehour at Beyti Restaurant on 
November 21, 2002. Chapter President Nuhad Yazbek welcomed 
the guests and explained the new plans for the coming year. Over 

50 alumni and spouses enjoyed an evening filled with fine food 
and entertainment. 

Middle East 
Abu Dhabi Branch 

The AUB Alumni Association Abu Dhabi Branch is a fine example 
of an active and dedicated group of AUB graduates who have 
worked diligently together over the years. In 1979, the branch 

emerged through the efforts of its 18 founding members, at a time 
when AUB needed immediate and substantial assistance. The 

founding alumni laid the basis for the association bylaws and 
organ ized activities, including the first Annual Spring Ball . 

Currently, over 700 AUB alumni live and work in the Emirates , 

including prominent executives in many fields: construction, busi
ness, banking, agriculture , engineering, public health , and many, 
many others. 

A committee to head the association and organize its activities is 
usually elected for a term of two years each June. Activities 
include musical concerts . plays , lectures, family fun days, 
Ramadan Nights (Layali Ramadan), fundraising dinners. and the 

prestigious Annual Alumni Spring Ball . This major Abu Dhabi alum
ni activity is a prestigious event that attracts over 500 participants 

every year, in add ition to distinguished AUB and Lebanese offi
cia ls. Its most recent function . held on June 3, 2002 was attended 
by AUB President John Waterbury and featured HE Salim Hoss. 

former pri me minister of Lebanon . as guest speaker. 

Abu Dhabi Branch President Mohamad Sleiman (third from left) gives a $125,000 check from 
the branch to AUB President Wat erbury (second from right). Also in attendance are Vice 
Pres ident fo r Development and External Relations W Stephen j effrey (first from left ), Special 
Assistant to the President on Development and Alumni Affairs Nazih Zeidan (second from 
left), and Director of Development /mad Baalbaki (first from right). 
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The branch has set up two funds : the Abu Dhabi Alumni Medical 
Sciences Endowment Scholarship Fund and the Abu Dhabi Alumni 
Endowment Scholarsh ip Fund . The forme r provides financial assis

tance to needy and qualif ied students in medicine, health sci
ences. and nursing, whi le the latter assists students enrolled in 
other faculties . Gifts made by the Abu Dhabi Alumni Branch to 
both fund s have been invested by AUB. Their market value as of 

September 30, 2001 was $884,232 for the Medical Sciences 
Endowment and $869,798 for the Abu Dhabi Alumni Endowment for 
a total of $1,754,030. Other gifts designated for a number of uses 
have been made by the Abu Dhabi Branch, bringing the total to 

ove r two and a quarter million dollars. 

On July 10, 2002 Branch President Mohamad Sleiman visited the 

AUB campus and presented to President John Waterbury a check 
for $125,000 that was added to the Abu Dhabi Alumni Endowment 
Scholarship ($75,000) . and to the Abu Dhabi Alumni Medical 
Sciences Endowment Scholarship ($50,000) . 

All news regarding the association . in addition to contact informa
tion and numbers. is available on the extensive AUB Alumni 

Association- Abu Dhabi web site : http ://www.aubalumni.org . 

Dubai and Northern Emirates 
On June 6, 2002 the AUB Alumni Assoc iation of Dubai and 
Northern Emirates held their annual gala dinner at the AI-Bustan 
Rotana Hotel. Around 450 AUB alumni and friends attended the 

dinner, which featured a raffle and a performance by singer Khaled 
Abdallah . 

After a welcoming reception , Association President Naja! Zaarour 

opened the dinner by thanking the AUB alumni and friends for their 
dedicated support of their alma mater. Zaarour then described 
AUB as an institution of leadership "where the leading lights of 

tomorrow are crafted . "She then discussed major activit ies that the 
Dubai and Northern Emirates Alumni had organized throughout the 

year including a Ramadaniyat social evening attended by more 
than 600 alumni and friends and a very well received monodrama 
by Rafic Ali Ahmad . Zaarour closed with a quotation from Winston 

Church ill: "We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 
what we give ," referring to the generous support of the AUB alumni 

and friends in Dubai and Northern Emirates that provided $170,000 
in financial aid support to the University in the 2001 -2002 academic 
year. 

His Excellency Ghassan Tueni then took the podium as the guest 

of honor and keynote speaker. This was the very first time Tueni 
had addressed an alumni gathering outside Lebanon . Tueni , who 

graduated from AUB more than 50 years ago and who has served 



Left to rigllt: Hassan Bazzi, Treasur·er, Dubai and Northern Emirates Br·anclt; lmad Baalbahi , 
Director of Development and External Affairs; Nazi It Zeidan, Special Assistcrnt on 
Development and Alumni Affairs; Peter Heath, Provost, Acting President; Ncljat Zarour, 
President, Dubai and Northern Emirates Branch; Yasser El-Hajj, Vice President , Dubai 
and Northern Emirates Branch 

as a trustee for years, described graduation from the University as 
a mission of success and excellence. He expressed how 
impressed he was with the success that AUB graduates have had 
in Dubai , but reminded the audience that their stay in the diaspora 
is temporary, even if crowned with success. "After all ," he said, 
"we are termed successful only when we succeed in our homeland." 

Qatar Branch 
Over 90 alumni and spouses attended the Qatar Branch 's first 
gathering of the year on December 15, 2002. Branch President 
Ghassan Uwaijan introduced the newly elected committee and 
detailed their plans, which include a fundraising gala dinner on 
May 1, 2002. He also affirmed the commitment to AUB of the 120 
alumni residing in Qatar. 

Samir Kadi, associate director of development/director of alumni 
affairs , briefed the audience about current developments on cam
pus, focusing on the Campus Master Plan and the Campaign for 
Excellence. He also tackled some alumni projects such as class 
reunions, the Fingerprints Program, and the Dodge Foundation 
Challenge to Middle East Alumni . 

Qatar alumni gather with Associate Director of Development Director of Alumni Affairs 
Sam ir Kadi (seventh from left) at the branchs December event 

North America 

AANA Retreat Sets Strong Agenda 
The leadership of the AUB Alumni Association of North America 
(AANA) convened in New York City November 15-16, 2002 for an 
intensive retreat focusing on fundraising, alumni , and external 
affairs . Organized by AANA President Ara Tekian , who served as 
retreat moderator, and Miyada Musharbash of the AUB New York 
Office (NYO), sessions included presentations by President John 
Waterbury, Chairman of the Board Richard A. Debs , Provost Peter 
Heath , Vice President for Development and External Relations W. 
Stephen Jeffrey, and the deans of the Faculties of Medicine, 
Engineering and Architecture , and the School of Business . 

This was the first time that several of the AANA board members 
and chapter presidents had the opportunity to meet with key 
university administrators. Marked by an open dialog, retreat 
discussions were at times intense but clarified for the participants 
many issues , such as scholarship support , raising the profile of 
AUB in North America, and how alumni can best represent the 
University. 

AANA leaders put together a list of initiatives for the next year 
based on the retreat discussions. Some immediate goals are an 
update of the AANA database and web site to better facilitate 
communications among alumni. Participants also proposed 
creating and distributing promotional materials about AUB and the 
Campaign for Excellence to all chapters. Alumni were especially 
enthusiastic about investigating how to establish a solid mentor
ship program between North American alumni and current AUB 
students . Other important priorities are to enhance AANA's relation
ship with the New York Office and , ultimately, to create a stronger 
partnership with the University. Serious business and discussions 
were not the only items on the agenda. Alumni were able to relax and 
enjoy each other's company over a leisurely dinner and breakfast. 

North American alumni enjoy dinner after the AANA development retreat 
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Nursing Chapter 
The Nursing Chapter held its annual sehour at Beyt i Restaurant on 

November 21, 2002. Chapter President Nuhad Yazbek welcomed 

the guests and exp lained the new plans for the coming year. Over 

50 alumni and spouses enjoyed an evening filled with fine food 

and entertainment. 

Middle East 
Abu Dhabi Branch 

The AUB Alumni Association Abu Dhabi Branch is a fine example 

of an active and dedicated group of AUB graduates who have 

worked diligently together over the years. In 1979, the branch 

emerged through the efforts of its 18 founding members, at a time 

when AUB needed immediate and substantial assistance. The 

founding alumni laid the basis for the association bylaws and 

organized activities , inc luding the first Annual Spring Ball. 

Currently, over 700 AUB alumni live and work in the Emirates, 

including prominent executives in many fields : construction, busi

ness, banking , agricu lture, engineering , public health , and many, 

many others. 

A committee to head the association and organize its activities is 

usually elected for a term of two years each June . Activities 

include musical concerts , plays, lectures, family fun days , 

Ramadan Nights (Layali Ramadan), fundraising dinners, and the 

prestigious Annual Alumni Spring Ball . This major Abu Dhabi alum

ni activity is a prestigious event that attracts over 500 participants 

every year, in addition to distinguished AUB and Lebanese offi

cials . Its most recent function, held on June 3, 2002 was attended 

by AUB President John Waterbury and featured HE Salim Hoss, 

former prime minister of Lebanon, as guest speaker. 

Abu Dhabi Branch President Mohamad Sleiman (third from left) gives a $125,000 check from 
the branch to AUB President Waterbury (second from right). Also in attendance are Vice 
President for Development and External RelatiollS W Stephen j effrey (first from left), Special 
Assistant to the President on Development and Alumni Affairs Naz ih Zeidan (second from 
left), and Director of Development /mad Baalbahi (first from right) . 
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The branch has set up two funds: the Abu Dhabi Alumni Medical 

Sciences Endowment Scholarship Fund and the Abu Dhabi Alumni 

Endowment Scholarship Fund . The former provides financial assis

tance to needy and qualified students in medicine, health sci

ences , and nursing , while the latter assists students enrolled in 

other faculties . Gifts made by the Abu Dhabi Alumni Branch to 

both funds have been invested by AUB. Their market value as of 

September 30, 2001 was $884,232 for the Medical Sciences 

Endowment and $869 ,798 for the Abu Dhabi Alumni Endowment for 

a total of $1,754,030. Other gifts designated for a number of uses 

have been made by the Abu Dhabi Branch, bringing the total to 

over two and a quarter million dollars. 

On July 10, 2002 Branch President Mohamad Sleiman visited the 

AUB campus and presented to President John Waterbury a check 

for $125,000 that was added to the Abu Dhabi Alumni Endowment 

Scholarship ($75,000), and to the Abu Dhabi Alumni Medical 

Sciences Endowment Scholarship ($50,000) . 

All news regarding the association, in addition to contact informa

tion and numbers, is available on the extensive AUB Alumni 

Association-Abu Dhabi web site: http ://www.aubalumni.org. 

Dubai and Northern Emirates 
On June 6, 2002 the AUB Alumni Association of Dubai and 

Northern Emirates held their annual gala dinner at the AI-Bustan 

Rotana Hotel . Around 450 AUB alumni and friends attended the 

dinner, which featured a raffle and a performance by singer Khaled 

Abdallah. 

After a welcoming reception, Association President Naja! Zaarour 

opened the dinner by thanking the AUB alumni and friends for their 

dedicated support of their alma mater. Zaarour then described 

AUB as an institution of leadership "where the leading lights of 

tomorrow are crafted."She then discussed major activities that the 

Dubai and Northern Emirates Alumni had organized throughout the 

year including a Ramadaniyat social evening attended by more 

than 600 alumni and friends and a very well received monodrama 

by Rafic Ali Ahmad . Zaarour closed with a quotation from Winston 

Churchill : "We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 

what we give," referring to the generous support of the AUB alumni 

and friends in Dubai and Northern Emirates that provided $170,000 

in financial aid support to the University in the 2001-2002 academic 

year. 

His Excellency Ghassan Tueni then took the podium as the guest 

of honor and keynote speaker. This was the very first time Tueni 

had addressed an alumni gathering outside Lebanon . Tueni , who 

graduated from AUB more than 50 years ago and who has served 



Left to rigllt: Hassan Bazzi, Treasurer, Dubai and Nortl!em Em irates Brancl!; /mad Baalbaki, 
Director of Development and External Affairs; Nazi I! Zeidan, Special Assiswnt on 
Development and Alumni Affairs; Peter Heatl!, Provost, Acting President; Najat Zarour, 
President, Dubai and Nortllem Emirates Branch; Yasser EI-Hajj, Vice President, Dt<bai 
<md Northern Emi r·ates Brancl! 

as a trustee for years , described graduation from the University as 

a mission of success and excellence. He expressed how 

impressed he was with the success that AUB graduates have had 

in Dubai , but reminded the audience that their stay in the diaspora 

is temporary, even if crowned with success. "After all," he said, 

"we are termed successful only when we succeed in our homeland. " 

Qatar Branch 
Over 90 alumni and spouses attended the Qatar Branch's first 

gathering of the year on December 15, 2002. Branch President 

Ghassan Uwaijan introduced the newly elected committee and 

detailed their plans, which include a fundraising gala dinner on 

May 1, 2002. He also affirmed the commitment to AUB of the 120 

alumni residing in Qatar. 

Samir Kadi, associate director of development/director of alumni 

affairs , briefed the audience about current developments on cam

pus, focusing on the Campus Master Plan and the Campaign for 

Excellence. He also tackled some alumni projects such as class 

reunions, the Fingerprints Program, and the Dodge Foundation 

Challenge to Middle East Alumni. 

Qatar alt<mni gather with Associate Director of Development Director of Alumni Affairs 
Samir Kadi (sevellt h from left) at tile branch!; December event 

North America 

AANA Retreat Sets Strong Agenda 

The leadership of the AUB Alumni Association of North America 

(AANA) convened in New York City November 15-16, 2002 for an 

intensive retreat focusing on fundraising, alumni, and external 

affairs. Organized by AANA President Ara Tekian , who served as 

retreat moderator, and Miyada Musharbash of the AUB New York 

Office (NYO) , sessions included presentations by President John 

Waterbury, Chairman of the Board Richard A. Debs, Provost Peter 

Heath , Vice President for Development and External Relations W. 

Stephen Jeffrey, and the deans of the Faculties of Medicine , 

Engineering and Architecture , and the School of Business. 

This was the first time that several of the AANA board members 

and chapter presidents had the opportunity to meet with key 

university administrators . Marked by an open dialog , retreat 

discussions were at times intense but clarified for the participants 

many issues, such as scholarship support, raising the profile of 

AUB in North America , and how alumni can best represent the 

University. 

AANA leaders put together a list of initiatives for the next year 

based on the retreat discussions. Some immediate goals are an 

update of the AANA database and web site to better facilitate 

communications among alumni. Participants also proposed 

creating and distributing promotional materials about AUB and the 

Campaign for Excellence to all chapters. Alumni were especially 

enthusiastic about investigating how to establish a solid mentor

ship program between North American alumni and cu rrent AUB 

students. Other important priorities are to enhance AANA's relation

ship with the New York Office and, ultimately, to create a stronger 

partnership with the University. Serious business and discussions 

were not the only items on the agenda. Alumni were able to relax and 

enjoy each other's company over a leisurely dinner and breakfast. 

North American alumni enjoy ditrrter after the AANA development retreat 
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President Tekian felt that the retreat was a great success for AANA 

as well as AUB. "Communication is the key to success, and it 

could be through phone call s, e-mail messages and letters, or 

formal and informal gatherings. Even more could be ach ieved if 

chapter presidents and the leadership of AUB get to know each 

other and communicate more frequently. This retreat was definitely 

a successful move toward that goal ," added Tekian , who hopes the 
experience will be repeated every other year. 

Arizona 
Arizona alumni welcomed Vice President for Development and 

External Relations W. Stephen Jeffrey at a d inner at the home of 

Dr. and Mrs. Farid Haddad on January 9. Jeffrey updated guests 

on the Campaign for Excellence and activities on campus. Arizona 
alumni again expressed interest in forming a "Four Corners" 

Southwestern chapter, building on their last meeting in June. 

Arizona alumni gather at the home of Fa rid Haddad (seated at right) 

Atlanta Chapter 
The Atlanta Chapter's fall season got off to a great start with an 

elegant brunch at Chateau Elan on October 20, 2002. Over 90 

alumni and their friends and family members attended, including 

recent graduates as well as many senior members of the AUB 

Atlanta alumni gather for an elegant brunch in October 
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community. The chapter also recently celebrated the holidays with 

a potluck dinner and game night which included enjoyable match

es of backgammon , "Tawlah." and children's games. 

Baltimore Chapter 
The year 2002 was filled with activity. The annual picnic for the 

Baltimore and Washington , DC Chapters had great competitions in 
soccer, volleyball, and karaoke. The annual fundraising gala was 

another exciting event where outgoing president Alan Shikani 

and the chapter leadership awarded two $5,000 scholarships for 

students in need . The chapter also assisted in reviving AUB's rela

tionship with Johns Hopkins University by arranging a visit for Nadim 
Cortas, dean of the Faculty of Medicine and vice president formed

ical affairs. November brought a mini-reunion for members of the 

medical school class of 1982, which was such a success the chap
ter hopes to organize a full reunion in Lebanon in the near future . 

Baltimore Chapter leadershi p at their f undraising gala . L toR: Alan Shihani, Nadajabbur, 
Sa lma Kodsi , Adel Totoonch e, and Maen Farha 

Baltimore area medical alumni from the class of '82 enjoy a mini reunion 



Business Chapter 
The new Business Chapter organized its first event, a luncheon , in 

New York City on November 13, 2002 with AUB School of Business 

Dean George Najjar as keynote speaker. Dean Najjar outlined the 

School's recent achievements and stressed that business educa

tion is central to the future of the Middle East. He thanked alumni 

for attend ing , noting that they are a source of intellectual , moral, 

and material support for the School. President and CEO of Cedar 

Capital Management Wael Chehab sponsored the luncheon, which 

was attended by alumni who are prominent business leaders in 

New York. 

Central New York Chapter 
The revitalized chapter organ ized its first dinner dance on 

November 16, 2002 at the Fayetteville Country Club. Over 80 

alumni and friends attended this event in honor of AUB Trustee 

Ann Kerr. In the welcome address, chapter President Amin 

EI-Hassan introduced his fellow officers and talked about the 

chapter's upcoming activities, which will also include members 

of the area's Arab-American community. Ann Kerr spoke about 

major developments at AUB and her newly pub li shed book 

Painting the Middle East, which she signed for guests. 

Houston Chapter 
On October 13, 2002 friends and alumni in Houston gathered 

for a picnic at Eldridge Park in Sugarland to open the fall season . 

Guests enjoyed Lebanese specialties like man 'ousheh and habbit 

zaitouneh while catching up with each other. 

Houston alumni attended a book signing of Painting the Middle 

East by AUB Trustee Ann Kerr on February 1 at Barnes & Noble . 

Northern California Chapter 
Plans are underway for a number of events in 2003, including a 

winter dinner, a fundraising concert in spring or early summer, the 

annual summer picnic (combined this year with a tennis and 

backgammon tournament), and a holiday dinner at the end of the 

year. Be sure to check the Northern Californ ia Chapter's web site 

at www.aubalum.org for more details. 

Midwest Chapter 
On September 22, 2002 the chapter organized a piano recital by 

pianist/composer Walid Howrani at the First United Church of Oak 

Park, Illinois. The program included Howrani's own AUB Alma 

Mater Variations and other exciting works, including Gershwin's 

seven most romantic songs and Schulz Evler's breath-taking 

arrangement of Strauss's Blue Danube. "It was a very successful 

program, and I hope other chapters invite Walid to perform in their 

communit ies," said Ara Tekian , who held a special reception/dinner 

at his residence in Oak Park in honor of Howrani following the recital. 

Other activities in August included a well-attended outing at 

Arlington's Horse Race and a visit by alumni to an exhibition and 

lecture organized by Vicki Hovanessian on contemporary art. "We 

are planning to have our annual dinner dance in April or May 2003 

and to invite Ashleigh Banfield of MSNBC to be a special guest," 

said Chapter President Samar Makhlouf. 

Midwest alumni at Ara Tehians reception for Walid Howrani. L to R: Chapter secretary 
Chawhi ei-Zein, chapter president Samar Mahhouf, Walid Howrani , AANA president Ara 
Tehian, and chapter vice-president Mary Khabbaz 

Ottawa Chapter 
On November 19 the Ottawa Chapter and the Chair of Arabic 

Studies at Ottawa University hosted AUB Trustee Ann Kerr for a 

signing and discussion of her latest book, Painting the Middle East. 

Many chapter members and friends turned out despite a big snow

storm. The presentation sparked numerous discussions about Kerr's 

experiences in the Middle East , which continued through dinner. 

Many thanks to Abdallah Obeid, director of the Chair of Arabic 

Studies at Ottawa University, for providing the venue for th is event. 

AUB Trustee Ann Kerr signing and discussing her latest book 
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Vermont 
In late September, Bliss Society members and alumni gathered 

at the Norwich Inn in West Dover for an update on AUB from 

Assoc iate Director of Development Rima Zaitoon . Among those 

who attended were Nuha and Nada Haddad, Alan W. Hortan , 

Robert and Myrle Linnet , Edward and Marian Maddan , Mounir and 

Marjorie Sa'Adeh , Shukri and Renee Sahyoun, and Wadi and Abbe 

Sawabin i. 

An AUB dinner brings together Vermont "lumni and fri ends 

Greater Washington, DC Chapter 
More than 70 alumni and friends attended a luncheon on 

November 3, 2002 at the Bretton Woods Recreation Center. AUB 

alumnus Majid Khadduri was honored with the Chapter's Lifetime 

Achievement Award for his distinguished career in the field of 

political science and international law. Khadduri received his BA 

Washington alumni at the November luncheon. Alumnus Majid Khadduri (s eated center) 
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degree from AUBin 1932 and PhD from the University of Chicago. 

He served as professor at many distinguished universities includ

ing Johns Hopkins, the University of Chicago, Columbia, Harvard , 

and the University of Virginia. During his 50-year career, he 

authored 16 books and dozens of articles and essays. His latest 

book, The Gulf War, was written when he was in his mid-80s. In 

1945, along with another 18 other AUB alumni out of a total of 57 

delegates, he participated in the UN founding session in San 

Francisco, representing Iraq . Other guests included Ambassador 

of Lebanon to the United States Jamal Sa'd, Irian Shahid , and 

Zohair Moghrabi. 

On November 25 , 2002 Ramzi and Ghada Rihani hosted a dinner 

for Vice President for Development and External Relations W. 

Stephen Jeffrey, and Director of Alumni Affairs Miyada Musharbash 

with the chapter's officers. Topics discussed were the Campaign 

for Excellence, the University's programs, and North American 

alumni activities. 

Washington, DC leadership organize a dinner for Vice President for Development and 

External Affairs W Stephen jeffrey in November 

Attention Classes of '83, '88 , '93, and '98 

For the Annual AUB Alumni Reunion 

Comr to campus anrltorn your frrencls rn celebratrng tl1e sill 10th 15th or 

20111 <lllnrversary of your gracluatron from AUB. Tile \'Jeekend vnll be frllecl \"lrth 
fun ami educatronal actrvrtres and prornrses to IJe spectacular' 

You wrll have tile opportunrty to meet t11e AUB senror aclmrnrstratron ancllearn 
rnore allorrt campus aclvancements. enJOY a receptron at Marquand House 
twstecl IJy Presrclent John Waterbury take a tour of tile Facultres and hear 

a/Jout ne1·1 programs and protects get to kno>:J tire stuclents spend a glorrous 
clay rn the Beqa·a at tile AUB farm. Anclmore 

Detarls \'!rll be mar/eel rn May. For more information , contact Samir Kad i. 
Assocr;lle Dr rector of Development/Drrector of Alumnr Affarrs 

at 961-1-340176 or skadr·aoub.edu.lb 

See you t!Jere' 



Class Notes 
1940s 
Victor Aramouni (BA '48) 

writes that since his retirement 
in 2000 after serving 50 years as 
the director of the Agricultural 
Extension and Rural 
Development Program with 
Comptoir Agricole du Levant, he 
has become an author. He has 
published two books: Khatawat 
Insaniat in june 2000 and 
Hikayat Muzareen in May 2002. 
Each had book signings under 
the auspices of HE President 
Emlle Lahoud and HE Minister 
of Agriculture Ali Abdalla 
respectively. Aramouni also 
reports that his six children
three boys and three girls-are 
all enjoying great professional 
success. 

Farid Haddad (BA '41, MD '48) 
published a new book, Twoscore 
and Ten Years of Urology, which 
takes a critical look at prostrate 
cancer and introduces new uro
logical concepts such as b ladder 
efficiency, annual doubling rates 
of tumors, effects of cystectomy 
on urine volume, and orchido
ma. Haddad, author of more 

than 1,136 articles and 52 
books, resides in Arizona. For 
book ordering information, 
please contact Haddad at 
haddadmd@earthlink .net. 

Peter Teel, MD (YAB '46-48), 

son of a former faculty member, 
recalls the years his family lived 
on campus as among his happi
est. He retu rned to Beirut for the 
first time in September 2002 
after having left for the US in 
1948. Tee! writes he was warmly 
greeting by the Visitors Bureau 
and Associate Director of 

Development Sadik AI-Assa'd. 
He noted that "Beirut has, of 
course, changed greatly since 
1948. AUB has changed, out
wardly at least, somewhat 

less ... ; the beautiful Oowers, 
sh rubbery, and trees; the AUB 
beach and athletic field; the 
campus cats; and the beautiful 
views over the sea." He notes 

that he is proud to be an AUBite 
and to see how well AUB has 

prospered, especially during 
difficult times. 

1950s 
Nadim H. Shwayri (BA '56; 
MA '59) writes that he has 
devoted his life to public service 
and charity. Upon graduation, 
he left a lucrative position at a 
financial company to devote his 
life and fortune to serving the 
poor and destitute. At the age 
of 21 he started a small leather 
factory in one of the slums of 
Beirut in which he employed the 
handicapped of the neighbor
hood in the area. By 1972 the 
company grew to 170 employ
ees, all handicapped, delivering 
qua li ty leather goods to 10 
American and European destina
tions. Shwayri's mission is to 
prove that any person, regardless 
of a handicap, can be productive 
and contribute to economic 
wealth for society when given 
the training and opportunity. 
"Potentials, not Handicaps" 

became the mission statement of 
AL-KAFAAT. For his community 
work, he received the Order of 
the Cedars, the highest distinc

tion from the President of the 
Republic in 1972. AL-KAFAAT 
has now developed into a foun
dation and in 46 years has 

served over 23,000 handicapped 
and socially disadvantaged 

members of Lebanese society. 
Shwayri writes that his elder 
daughter, Roula, earned her 
fellowship in pediatric neurology 
at AUBMC in 1998 and prac
tices with her neuropediatrician 
husband Michel Fayad (MD '84) 
at Children's Hospital, Harvard 
University. His fourth child, 
Myriam (BE '96) , is currently the 
director of Communications and 
Public Relations of the AL
KAFAAT Foundation. 

1960s 

May Rihani (BA '68) , a member of t.IJe 
AA A Board of Directors, receiving the 
prestigious Said Akl Award in September 

May Rihani (BA '68), a member 
of the AANA Board of Directors, 
received the prestigious Said 
Aqkl Award in September 2002. 
The award ceremony was held at 
the Lebanese Press Syndicate in 
Beirut. Syndicate President 
Mohammad Baalbaki spoke 
about Ms. Rihani's literary work 
and highlighted her achieve
ments as the continuation of a 
rich tradition that began with 

her uncle, Ameen Rihani. Said 
Aqkl then discussed the many 
dimensions of Ms. Rihani: the 

poet, literary figure, and the pro
fessional woman who works in 

international education develop
ment. He also stressed her 
important "unofficial" role as 
"ambassador" of Lebanon in the 
United States through her efforts 
in promoting Lebanon's unique 
cultural heritage. 

1970s 
Nter more than 20 years with 
the division of reproductive 
health at the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) in the United 
States Hani Atrash (BS '72 , MD 
'76) joined the National Center 
on Birth Defects and Development 
Disabilities at CDC as an associate 
director for Program Development 
in july 2002, after more than 20 
years with the Division of 
Reproductive Health at the 
Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) in the United States. He 
writes that while this is a new 
challenge, it is also a great 
professional opportunity. 

Eileen Hadidian (BA '72) , a 

musician who plays the 
recorder, Oute, and harp , was 
awarded grants from the East 
Bay Community Foundation and 
the Institute of Noetic Sciences 
for bringing healing music to 
hospitals in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Using a combination 
of Medieval, Renaissance, and 
Celtic music, she and her musi
cal partner, harpist Natalie Cox, 
create a peaceful sound environ
ment, which promotes relax

ation and reduces anxiety during 
stressful hospital stays and pro
cedures. You can find out more 
about their work on their web 

site, www.healingmuses.org. 

I 



Nawriz Kardan (BS '72), who 

majored in geology as an under

graduate, wri tes that he left the 
discipline long ago and is in 
marketing and administration. 

He worked with Royal Jordanian 
Airlines for 18 years and is now 
human resources manager with 

Aldeasa!j ordan Airports Duty 
Free Shops, a Spanish company. 

He notes that the late geology 
department Chai r Ziad Baydoun 

was not only a great professional 
mentor, but was "the most 

humane and understanding 

person I ever met." He notes 
that AUB taught him so many 

th ings that aided his career. 
"AUB is not just a University for 
acquiring knowledge, but also 

teaches one how to deal with life 
after the Univers ity." 

Leon G. Partamian (BS '73, MD 
'78) , a board certified ophthal

mologist, has been elected chief 

of staff of Northridge Hospital 
Medical Center in Woodland 

Hills, California for a two-year 
term. He has been in private 

practice and a member of the 
hospital staff since 1985. At 

Northridge Hospital, he has 
served as Division of 

Ophthalmology chair, Library 
Committee chair, Department of 

Surgery chair, and vice president 
of the medical staff. 

Thelma Tajirian (BA '78) has 

been in the US working in bank

ing since 1978, and has been 
with Wells Fargo Bank for the 

last 18 years. Taji rian took a six
month paid leave of absence in 

the fall of 2002 and traveled to 
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Yerevan , Armenia, to start the 

Women's Entrepreneurship 
Program. Working with the 
American University of Armenia 

and the Armenian In ternational 
Women's Association, classes ran 

from September to December, 
and fini shed with a business 
plan competition. The program 

was such a success that plans are 
underway to cominue and 

expand throughout Armenia 
over the next three years. She 
also serves on the board of the 
Armenian International Women's 

Association in San Francisco. 

1980s 
Award-winning New York-based 

fashion designer Reem Acra 
(BBA '82), received much recog
niti on fo r her designs dur ing 

the fall of 2002 . Wedding Dresses 
Magazine named her the Designer 
of the Year (for the second con
secutive year) as well as the Best 

Designer in the Glamour category. 
A Reem Acra wedding gown was 

chosen by the b ride on the 
Oprah Winfrey show's dream 
wedding episode, which aired in 

November. For the second year 
in a row, viewers voted for a 

Reem Acra bridal gown to be 
worn fo r the NBC Today show 

wedding, which is watched by 
nine million viewers. 

Lina J azi Barbar (BSEH '89), 

member of the AANA Board of 

Direc tors and Houston Chapter 
president , writes that her com

pany, Envi ronmental Consu lting 
Services, Inc. (ECS), was recog

nized by the Houston 100 as 

being one of the fastest growing 

companies in the area. The cur

rent 2002 rank for ECS is No. 36, 
up from No. 81 in 2001 , and No. 
87 in 2000. AUB alumnus 

Oussama H. Barbar is the co
owner of ECS, which is based in 
Houston and Dallas and pro

vides nationwide environmental 
services. 

Samer Dibs (BS '85, MD '89) 

of Chicago, IL married Ghacla 
j awdeh on july 20 , 2002 in 

Zahleh, Lebanon. Congratulations 
to the happy couple! 

Rami Al-Khal (BBA '80) wri tes 

that fo llowing a four-year reti re
ment, he is back at work part

time at the Al-Khal Printers 
printing press in Beirut , that he 

owns but his brother has been 
managingr. Al-Khal plans to 
spend his time sea-side traveling 

and teaching scuba driving, say
ing the "sea is my life." In 2002 

Al-Khaltook to the road to visit 
Kenya, Tanzania, and Senegal. A 
supporter of AUB, AI-Khal has 

donated a Handicapped Study 
Carrel at j afet Library. 

Patrick Kupelian (BS '85, MD 

'89) joined MD Anderson 

Cancer Center Orlando in 

October as a radiation oncolo
gist. He specializes in genitouri

nary and urologic malignancies. 
Kupelian com pleted his residen

cy at University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, and 

had a fellowship at the 

Cleveland Clinic Foundation in 

Cleveland , Ohio. 

1990s 
Hadia Zuheir Shbaklo (BS '94, 
MS '96) received a PhD degree 

in pharmacology from 

Sherbrooke University (Canada) 
in 2001. She is current ly an 

Assistant Professor at the 

Lebanese American University 
(LAU) and works in the fi eld of 

molecular genetics at the 

Genetics Research Laboratory 
of the Chronic Care Center 
(Hazmieh, Lebanon). Rola , her 

sister (BA '96, MS '01 ) has been 
working at the General Authori ty 

for Health Services fo r the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi (Abu 
Dhabi-UAE) as a population 

specialist since july 2001. 

2000s 
Sari Haddad (BME '00) is now 

working at Banque Aucli's head

quarters in Bab lclriss. She writes 
that MainGate is a great way for 
AUBites to stay connected. 

Zeina Zuheir Shbaklo (BA '02), 

the youngest of the three 

Shbaklo sisters, obtained a 
degree in public administration 

and is currently a graduate stu
dent in the Public Health 

Program, specializing in hospital 
management and policy. 



AU B Rem e mbers Shehadeh Abb oud 

On November 5, 2002 Assistant to the Vice President of 

Regional External Programs (REP) and Director of the 

Continuing Education Center at AUB Shehadeh Abboud 

died after a long illness. REP VP George Najjar noted on 

his passing that "Mr. Abboud embodied the finest values 

of dedication, selOessness, and commitment to service." 

Abboud joined AUBin 1969. His positions included 

director of the Orientation Program, associate registrar, 

and director of the Special English Training Program for 

the Hariri Foundation. He received a Service Quality 

Award in AprU 2002 for his fine work and dedication to 

AUB. President Waterbury commented at the ceremony, 

"Shehadeh has completed over three decades of exemplary 

service to the University. Noted for his legendary efficien

cy, obsessive punctuality, and ample courtesy, Shehadeh 

has for many years set the tempo of daily work on cam

pus by being the first to show up in the morning and the 

last to leave. He embodies the finest values of AUB and 

has served as an inspiring role model for many genera

tions. In his case, excellence has always been a simple 

habit reOecting genuine pride in a job well done." 

Abboud is survived by his wife , Aida, his two daugh1ers , 

Paula and lara, and his son, Robert. 

Foud Bashour (BS '44, MD '49) died onjanuary 1, two 

days before his 79th birthday, of a heart attack. For more 

than 40 years Dr. Bashour en lightened students at the 

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas 

with his eloquent, gentle teaching style. A cardiologist , he 

was named professor emeritus in 1995. Four years later, 

he was named Ash bel Smith Professor of Medicine and 

Physiology, one of five such honors the University of 

Texas allows at each of its campuses. 

Dr. Bashour was born in Tripoli to a family of physicians 

and dentists. After earning his degrees from AUB, he 

began practicing medicine in the Gaza Strip as a UN offi

cer. He later completed his residency in internal medicine 

at the University of Minnesota, where he earned a doctor

ate in medicine in 1957. Bashour joined Southwestern 

Medical School in 1959 and was regarded as one of its 

most brilliant diagnosticians and teachers by students and 

faculty 

From 1967 to 1978, he was founder and director of the 

Cardiovascular Institute at Methodist Medical Center in 

Dallas. He was also on the staff of Parkland Memorial 

Hospital and Zale Lipshy University Hospital. In 1992 

he established the Foud A. and Val lmm Bashour 

Distinguished Chair in Physiology at UT Southwestern to 

help young faculty members with research. "His interest 

was always in encouraging and developing young persons 

and giving them every help he could," Mrs. Bashour told 

The Dallas Morning News. The Lebanese government 

honored Dr. Bashour with the Order of Cedars for his 

"outstanding service to humanity in the field of medicine." 

He is survived by his wife, Vallmm Bashour, who has 

been a columnist for The Dallas Morning News and society 

editor and columnist for the Dallas Times Herald, and a 

brother and sister who live in Beirut. 
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Yusuflbish (BA '50, MA '5 1, Faculty 

1952-85) passed away in London on 

january 23. Professor Yusuf lbish was 

internationally known as an expert in 

Middle Eastern politics and Islamic 

studies. Educated at AUB, like his father 

before him and his daughter, Dr. lbish 

served for 33 years in the Department 

of Political Studies and Public 

Administration . Following his retire

ment, lbish continued his academic 

career at the American University in Washington, DC, where he was a 

distinguished professor from 1985 to 89, and at Cambridge University in 

the UK as a visiting professor from 1991 to 92. Former students remember 

Professor lbish's high expectations of his students as well as his sense of 

humor. 

Throughout his career, lbish was a staunch supporter of Islamic culture, and 

instrumental in bringing an understanding of Islam to the non-Islamic 

world. In 1976 he played a key role in the organizing the World of Islam 

Festival in London. Rich in art exhibitions, lectures, conferences, concerts, 

films, books and catalogues, the exhibition, which also sponsored smaller 

exhibitions throughout Great Britain, was described as perhaps the most 

important cultural event on Islam ever held in the West. 

Ibish published 24 books and 70 articles throughout his scholarly career. 

He served on the boards of the Islamic Culture Center in Beirut, the Von 

Kremmer Foundation in Switzerland, and the Imperial Academy of 

Philosophy in Tehran, and as member of the Steering Committee of King 

Abdul Aziz University's Hajj Research Center injeddah. Until his death 

Ibish was director of the Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation in London. 

Hala Salaam Maksoud , (BS '64) a strong voice for Arab causes, Arab

American dialogue, and Arab women, died in April 2002 in Washington, 

DC at the age of 59. In the 1980s, during a highly visible education cam

paign to focus the US government on Arab suffering, she emerged as the 

founder and president of the Arab Women's Council, becoming a tireless 

advocate of Arab-American, feminist , and progressive causes who attained 

the status of a nationally recognized figure in civil and human rights. 

She went on to earn her master's degree in government and her doctorate 

in political theory, both from Georgetown University. She taught courses on 
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Arab women's issues at Georgetown and on international relations at 

George Mason University 

From 1996 to 2001, Hala served as president of the American-Arab Ami

Discrimination Committee, an organization she helped found with Senator 

james Abourezk. She also had a long history of charitable activities, con

cluding with her establishment of the Hala Salaam Maksoud Foundation 

for Arab American Leadership in the final months of her life. In 2001, 

Georgetown University proposed to establish the Clovis and Hala Salaam 

Maksoud Chair in Arab Studies. Her husband , Clovis (BA '48) survives her. 

Victor Najjar (MD '35), former chaitman of the Department of Microbiology 

at Vanderbilt University and a highly regarded scientist, died on 

November 30, 2002 in ashville. Born in Lebanon, Dr. Najjar trained at 

johns Hopkins University after graduating from AUB. He joined Vanderbilt 

in 1957 to establish a microbiology department. During his career, Najjar 

made several discoveries that advanced knowledge of certain diseases. He 

and a colleague, Dr. j ohn Crigler, reported their research on an inherited 

liver disorder that causes lifelong jaundice known as Crigler-Najjar syn

drome. He was author of hundreds of articles and discovered a small mole

cule named Tuftsin, which assists the body's immune system in fighting 

infection and removing abnormal cancer cells. In 1967 Najjar became 

Professor of the American Cancer Society and chairman of the molecular 

biology department at Tufts University School of Medicine. He returned 

to Vanderbilt in 1992 as a senior faculty member in the Department of 

Pediatrics. He is survived by three children and seven grandchildren. 

Majorie A. Sa'adah (BA '37) was born in 1914 in the Armenian community 

of Konya, Turkey. Majorie, her mother, and two brothers became refugees 

after her father was killed by the Turks. The family moved to Beirut where 

Majorie went on to study at AUB and met her husband Mounir Sa'adah . 

They married in 1937. Majorie was fluent in four languages and worked at 

the Near East Supply Center and the American Embassy The Sa'adahs 

moved to Woodstock, Vermont in 1946, where Mounir was a teacher and 

minister. In 1964 they moved to Connecticut where Majorie became the 

administrator at Yale University's Southeast Asia Studies Program. The 

Sa'adahs moved back to Vermont for their retirement in 1991. She is 

survived by her husband, two sons, and a daughter. A memorial service 

is planned in Hanover, New Hampshire in May 



Make a Difference 

in the region. Each year donations to the annual fund go toward 

• Student scholarships 

• New.classroom technology 

• Funding for research and faculty development 

• Upgrading campus facilities including t\UBMC 

• State-of-the-art laboratory and medical equipment 

• Building the Jafet Library collections 

• Supporting educational excellence 

• Giving hope to young men and women 

• Making an impact on t\UB's future 

Send a check or charge your gift to a credit card in response to the annual fund mailing. 

Transfer a marketable security to AUB. In some countries you can avoid capital gains taxes and 

receive a deduction for the fair market value of the stock. 

(J n u a fund@aub e d u 

The Annual Fund and You. Make a Dijference Eveo' Year at AUB. 
For more informacion about the annual fund and other giving opportunities, please contact either of the following 

development offices: 

In Lebanon: 

College Jlall, 3rd Floor 
P.O. Box 11-0236 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel and Fax: (I) 340-176 

In the United States: 
850 Third Avenue, 18th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 
U.S.A 
Tel: 212-583-7600 

Fax: 212-583-7651 
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LEBANON: 
AUB Development Office 
P.O. Box 11-0236 
Beirut, Lebanon 

USA: 
AUB NY Office 
850 Third Avenue, 18th floor 
New York, NY 10022-6297 
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