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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AUBMC 
No day is ever th e same at AUBMC. The only constants are the long 
hours for medical staff, the high-quality patient care, and a com
mitment to serving the region. 

AUB ' S CHALLENGE: THREE RECENT SNAPSHOTS OF 
YOUTH IN THE ARAB WORLD 
AUB President john Waterbury shares his th oughts-and proposed 
so luti ons-o n some of the difficulties facing Arab youth today. 

A GREATER UNDERSTANDING 
The new Understanding Contemporary Islam program puts AUB's 
institutional mission into action by sending academics from the 
Islamic world to US universities and co ll eges as visiting fellows to 
teach and serve as a resource on Islam and life in contemporary 
Muslim societies. 

WELCOME TO THE " NEW " WEST HALL 
On February 24, West Ha ll reopened its doors with a grand celebration 
after a two-year renovation. MainGate reviews the history of West 
Hall , it s role in s tud ent life, and presents a tour of its enhanced 
faci I i ties. 

REMEMBERING THE MILK BAR 
The Milk Bar was a cherished part of the student experience 
for many AUBites. MainGate discovers why it was such a special 
place and reports on where students hang out today. 

DECODING THE VARIABLES OF LIFE 
Bioinformatics is c han ging the way scientists do science. AUB's new 
Compu tati ona l Sc ience and Bioinformatics Laboratory brings AUB
and Lebanon-to th e forefr ont of t his revolutionary discipline. 

DECONSTRUCTING SOCIAL CHANGE IN LEBANON 
With it s compe llin g lectu res, conferences and an assortment of 
international scholars , the Center for Behavioral Research has 
become the regional stop for social scientists . 
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from the editors 

E 
xcellence is a catchword at AUB these days. The University has recently embarked on the 

Campaign for Excellence and AUBs tradition of educational excellence is well known. But 

really, what does it mean? When finalizing the story list for the Spring 2003 issue of 

MainGate, we wanted to see the actual implementation of "excellence" on campus, so being intrepid 

reponers we decided to explore- a good undenaking for a cold, stormy February day. 

Our [act-finding mission uneanhed plenty of stories. The first stop was a visit to the AUBMC, whose 

track record of quality medical care is unparalleled in the region. Since its inception in 1867, AUBMC 

has been the first stop for many patients in Lebanon and from around the Arab world. However, as 

times change and treatments change, we discovered that AUBMC not only keeps in pace with medical 

research, technologies, and developments, but also is leading the pack with new interdisciplinary pro

grams and an incredible group of surgeons. So impressive, in fact, we felt it had to be our cover story. 

Providing top quality medical service, we decided, was a fine example of AUBs tradition of excellence. 

The rededication of West Hall revealed a resplendent srudent center complete with facilities for all 

sons of activities-music, theater, an, spons, politics-housed in a breathtaking building. The 

ceremony, which took place on a rainy Monday, was overOowing with members of the West 

family who traveled specially from North America for the rededication, alumni and friends, faculty 

and, of course, the students--who in our opinion were the real stars of the day. 

Interestingly, while the ceremony was taking place inside West Hall, on its steps was a srudent protest 

against US military action in Iraq. The poignancy of the moment, for us, had less to do with politics 

and was more about the statement it made about AUB and its students. Our srudents are vocal, impas

sioned, and socially aware. AUB encourages them to develop--and shout out-their opinions. That 

is excellence in action. 

Putting together a magazine during a time of anxiety, uncenainty, and runnoil in the region can be 

challenging, but it is also being pan of an American educational instirution in the Middle East. We 

are honored to have AUB President john Waterbury, who in addition to leading the University is a 

distinguished Middle East scholar, as a contributor in this issue of MainGate. He shares his thoughts 

with the international AUB community on what he sees as some of the greatest troubles in the 

region-the economic and political hurdles facing many of the regions young men and women. He 

explains the University$ prime position and responsibility in educating furure leaders who will repair 

those systems. Outreach has long been pan of AUBs tradition of educational excellence, and it 

is obvious the University is continuing to make conttibutions to the region through its alumni. 

It quickly became apparent why AUB and excellence fit so well together. It is indeed pan of the daily 

reality that is AUB. The Spring 2003 issue of MainGate will bring that home to you. 

Best regards, 

Lynn Mahoney and Ibrahim Khoury 
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Women and AUB 
Congratulations on the latest issue of MainGate. lt is rich in 
news and views! The special featuring excellence among the 
women of AUB is most praiseworthy My very best wishes to 
you and MainGate for continued success. 

Zuhayr Mikdashi 
Former Faculty and alumnus 

l received the MainGate and it was just beautiful , especially 
the cover with all those beautiful AUB women. You did a 
superb job dedicating this issue to the women who are play
ing such an important role at AUB. I congratulate you on your 
good work. 

Angie Bahuth, AANA Board Member 
Tarzana, California, USA 

The Winter 2003 issue is fabulous. Hearty congratulations. 
am mighty proud that you have given women a prominent 
space. lt is time to see women as equal as men. I am a gradu
ate of the class of '45 and am now retired with my wife, who 
is a graduate of Lebanese University l am writing my sixth 
book and just published my fifth, Blessings in a Bitter Cup, 
which is a historical novel. Hurrah for AUB! 

Giragos H. Chopourian, PhD, D.LHD 
Havertown, Pennsylvania, USA 

Developing Technologies to Detect Landmines 
in Lebanon 
I read with great interest the article, "Developing Technologies 
to Detect Landmines in Lebanon." We have a similar problem 
in Armenia and Karabagh with the Azerbaijan and Turkish 
borders, where during the 1989-96 conflict about 500,000 
mines were placed. It is said that a mine costs $3.00 and 
removal of a mine costs $1,000. The damage inflicted is four
fold-children playing in infested areas, mothers running after 
them to rescue them, animals grazing in fields, and the loss of 
precious arable land (as much as 25 percent in Karabagh). ln 
Armenia, it is estimated that 10,000 to 15,000 people have 
been injured and maimed. 

The US State Department has helped since 2001 by sending 
teams of six trained Belgian shepherds. Training a dog and the 
operator takes six months and costs about $17,000 with food 
and supplies. Worldwide, 700 dogs have been used. 

Anthony Lake, who served as President Bill Clinton$ Security 
Advisor, joined the Marshall Legacy Institute after leaving that 
office to dedicate his life to land mine removal projects around 
the world. He states, "lt is a very practical way to change the 
world." I myself believe it is a most worthy and gratifying 
humanitarian service. 

Edward Karian (MD '38) 
Watertown, MA, USA 

On MainGate 
Receiving news from AUB where l spent four delightful years 
from 1969 to 1973 is always a pleasure, but reading MainGate 
also reminded me of the pride of being an AUBite. Keep up 
the good work-and make sure that alumni around the world 
receive without fail each issue of MainGate. 

Alexandros Vikis 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Thanks again for taking the time to keep us updated with the 
latest events and happenings at AUB. MainGate is excellent 
and I hope to always be on its mailing list. I applaud your 
work and wish you all the best for the coming years. 

Elias Nouhad El-Chemali, Production Manager 
Masterpack S.A.L. (lNDEVCO) 
Beirut, Lebanon 

Thank you for sending me MainGate. While I was reading it, l 
immediately got a nostalgic feeling that carried me 70 years 
back. You see, I lived on campus and in its neighborhood 
since I entered AUB back in 1932 and l still find immense 
pleasure in taking strolls on campus. I want to commend the 
editors both on contents and production-it is a first-class job. 

However, l would like to draw your attention to what I think 
are two oversights. First, the two photos appearing on page 9 
where President Waterbury is receiving the checks have the 
wrong captions and should be interchanged. Second, on page 
12 the name of the Secretary of the President was Miss Elsie 
Stancliff. l know, because I was the secretary to the then 
treasurer Mr. G. B. Stewart and the offices of the president, 
treasurer, and registrar were in the same premises in Ada 
Dodge Hall.l wish you continued good work. 

Bishara Daoud, Beirut, Lebanon 

Thanh you, Mr. Daoud, for pointing out those errors. We sent our sincerest 
regrets to Mr. Ktei ly and Mr. Shabshab for the unfortunate mix-up in the 
captions on their photos immediately after realizing the mistake. The Editors 

Congratulations! When l received MainGate, l felt as if l was at 
AUB sharing its beauty and excellence. MainGate is the main 
gate to AUB, which excels above all earlier communications l 
received during the last 34 years since l graduated with a 
Master's in agriculture in 1969. l salute all those responsible 
for MainGate, for bringing alive this alumni link. I still share 
my 1968-69 yearbook with my family and friends. l cannot 
forget the excellence and beauty of AUB. Although l have trav
eled to 37 countries, none could match the pleasures of the 
AUB campus. 

Umar Khan Baloch , PhD, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

l would like to thank all the staff of Main Gate for the great 
effort that keeps all of us AUBites around the world informed 
of what is going on at AUB. 

Hassan Said Bazzi 
Montreal, Canada 
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Presidential Access for 
Students 
On February 25, President ] ohn Waterbury hosted the 

first of the year's "Chats with the President," in which 

AUB:S students were invited to bring their issues and con

cerns directly to a forum chaired by the president. Owing 

to the large student response to the e-mail sent out prior 

to the meeting requesting issues of concern, President 

Waterbury addressed only the most important and recur

ring issues. After making his own preliminary comments, 

he opened the floor to the vigorous student input that 

ensued. It was clear that many of the students welcomed 

the opporturtity to voice their opinion directly to the top 

of the urtiversity command chain. The president remind

ed students that their individual concerns could also be 

directed to the readily accessible deans, faculty, and 

administrators, many of whom also attended the forum. 

The major concerns addressed dealt with registration (the 

registrar, armed with statistics from this and the past 

years registration records, fielded these queries), the AUB 

bookshop, and fmancial aid. The forum was the first in 

the series of three planned for the year. 

Visiting Scholars on Islamic 
Studies 
The Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies 

(CAMES) continued to edify students, faculty, and visitors 

alike with the engrossing lectures it offered over the 

course of the spring term. The Shaykh Zayed Lecture 

Series in Islamic Studies sponsored three lectures, and 

other speakers were brought to campus on an individual 

basis by CAMES. 

On February 25, Dr. Hugh Kennedy of the Urtiversity of 

St. Andrews in Scotland spoke about the high degree of 

urbanization in the medieval Islamic empire. As part of 

his inquiry into the origins of medieval Islamic cities, Dr. 

Kennedy described how Arab armies, paid in coinage by 

the caliphate and settled in specific regions, became major 

markets in themselves and attracted merchants. Those 

base camps, he explained, spawned trading spheres that 

took on a semi-permanent nature, and many later evolved 

into cities. 

On March ll, Dr. Marina Tolmacheva of Washington 

State University delivered a lecture, "Medieval Muslim 
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Women Travelers." An expert in geographical and travel 

narratives, Dr. Tolmacheva focused on the neglect of 

studies dealing with medieval woman travelers in the 

Muslim world. Her research into medieval Islamic travel 

manuscripts uncovered many instances of travel by 

women, although the women themselves were rarely 

discussed directly in those texts. The famous Ibn Battuta 

was known to have traveled with the women of his 

household, but mentioned an individual woman only 

once, in a passage he wrote about a slave girl he loved. 

"Muslim women could travel," said Dr. Tolmacheva, 

"out of necessity if they were poor, and out of choice if 

they were rich." 

Upcoming speakers include Professor Manuela Marin 

of Madrid, speaking on "Women in the History of 

al-Andalus"; and Professor Roger Owen of Harvard 

University, lecturing on "Using Present Day Notions 

of Imperialism, Globalization, Internationalism to 

Understand the Middle East:S Late 19th/Early 20th

Century Past." 

Professor Tarif Khalidi,the holder of the Shaykh Zayid 

Chair in Islamic and Arabic Studies and one of the prin

cipal organizers of the lecture series, says that he likes to 

"deliberately vary the menu" and "invite people who are 

both scholarly and eloquent." The crowds of interested 

students and faculty attending each lecture were a testa

ment to the success of his endeavors. 

The Cat's Meow 
An omrtipresent but often overlooked peculiarity of the 

University campus is its feline population. Alternately 

viewed by the human residents of AUB as an idiosyn

cratic feature of campus life and a nuisance, the AUB 

cat population is estimated at around 200. 



A desire to meet the needs of the cats and, at 

the same time, respond to the concerns and 

complaints about them led a group of AUB 

students to form the Animal Welfare Club 

(AWC). According to Aline Kalfayan, a 

senior in English and the president of the club, 

AWC devotes its time to the consideration of 

population control and health issues with 

regard to AUBs furred and feathered residents. 

lt then reports its recommendations to the 

University administration, which has been sup

portive in providing assistance. The club also 

raises money through the sale of handcrafted 

cards to pay for spaying operations (about half 

the female cats on campus have been spayed) 

and feline birth control medication. 

As anyone who has walked through the cam

pus at the appointed time knows, hungry 

hordes of cats gather at several locations 

around campus at dusk each day to be fed by 

volunteers. AWC hopes to make the feeding 

more systematic and to offset somehow the 

cost to the volunteers, who undertake the task 

largely at their own expense. English instruc

tor, Rula Baalbaki, who cares for a number of 

cats near Fisk Hall and has an encyclopedic 

knowledge of their habits and histories, says 

"lt's not just a question of being a cat lover

the cats have always been a pan of AUB, and 

we're interested in keeping the cats and the 

environment healthy" She points out that the 

campus cats have distinct personalities and are 

given names by students and faculty, from 

"Sexy Tri-leg," who is missing a leg and most 

of a tail and bunny-hops around the Main 

Gate, to the brawny, snake-hunting "Sukkar," 

who is presently the dominant male cat on 

campus and is apparently quite a "ladies' man." 

The cats approached by this reporter refused 

to comment. 

Peaceful Rallies for 
Peace on Campus 
Weeks before the war on lraq became a reality, 

AUB students were mobilizing themselves for 

creative opposition activities. On March 3, 

students performed 'The Starter of Wars," 

written by student director Sharif Abdelnour 

as an adaptation of the Aristophanes play, 

Lysistrata. The play was performed in con

junction with a worldwide theatrical protest 

based upon the same theme. 

Gathering a fortnight before the war, con

cerned students created the ad hoc Coalition 

of Students United in Solidarity with the lraqi 

People (CSUlP), comprising around 26 AUB 

student organizations and clubs. CSUlP 

organized the student contingent of the 

protests that took place on March 15 in 

downtown Beirut, in coordination with the 

worldwide protests held that day 

When the war broke out, the Coalition 

changed its name to Students United in 

Support of the lraqi People (SUSlP), incorpo

rating a number of campus political parties as 

well as the member groups from the first 

organization. Mark Daou, president of the 

Arab Heritage Club and one of the principal 

organizers of SUSlP, says that the group is 

"apolitical and based on humanitarian issues 

affecting the Iraqi people, and involves indi

viduals and groups who support the cause for 

any reason." 

SUSIP has coordinated protests among AUB 

students as well as with other Lebanese uni

versities, held brainstorming sessions on ways 

to help the Iraqi people and how to best rep

resent their views in slogans and banners at 

protests, and initiated fundraising activities in 

collaboration with other schools. Money col

lected will be sent to various humanitarian 

organizations presently working in lraq, such 

as the Red Cross and Red Crescent and UN 

relief bodies. Most recently SUSIP organized 

an "lraq Week," incorporating various forms 

of expression against the war, such as a 

"Speakers Comer" for public discussions of 

current issues, poetry recitals, a forum for 

international students to share their experi

ences, and a silent march from Main Gate to 

the Sanayeh Garden. 

Despite the emotional intensity of their oppo

sition to the war, AUB students have chan

neled their feelings into creative and innova

tive acts of protest that reflect a commitment 

to the values that AUB holds dear. 

Edward Said Receives 
Hero's Welcome 

Rarely, if ever, has a visiting speaker at AUB 

received the welcome generated by Edward 

Said on March 26 at lssam Fares Hall. ln his 

introduction, Professor Tarif Khalidi apolo

gized for the hundreds of people parked on 

stairs, sitting on window ledges, crouched 

behind the speaker on the stage, and even 

hovering outside behind the glass windows of 

the auditorium: ''I'm sorry for the inconven

ience, but this doesn't happen unless Edward 

Said is talking." 

The Palestinian-American, who is a university 

professor of comparative literature at 

Columbia University and is most famous for 

Orienta/ism, his book that defined a genera

tion of Western scholarship on the Middle 
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A capella performance by Mouth Music in West Hall 
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East, was greeted with a standing ovation before even uttering a word. He spoke at length for an 

hour and a half about the role of humanism in the 21st century, which he says is "crucial at this 

moment, because what is taking place is an assault on thought itself." Said described the "resistance 

intellectual" as one who possesses "the ability to differentiate between what is directly given and 

what may be hidden or withheld ... in a world in which the media dominates." His goal: "to recap

ture language from hijacking by unjust authorities," whom he describes as the "dehumanizing 

forces of globalization, neo-liberalism, religious fundamentalism, and market forces. " 

His message, couched in the language of a scholar steeped in the modes of belief that have guided 

the humanities in the modem age, is that despite the zero-sum rhetoric of the day; "we live in many 

worlds," and "the politics of identity and partition have brought more suffering than they are 

worth." Said's discourse turned finally to the hope he holds for the future of humanism. "The uni

versity remains the one real place for alternative practices," he said and affirmed that "the ideals of 

liberty and humanism still motivate people." 

The following day, Dr. Said spoke more candidly to an audience of students and faculty in the 

Assembly Hall, answering questions posed by the attendees mainly in Arabic. He discussed the 

current Intifada and his vision of a "third way" for Palestinians, removed from Islamic movements 

and the PLO. He repeatedly proffered as models the liberation movements in South Africa and 

India, and pointed out the necessity of uniting with like-minded people wherever they may be 

found in the world. Students were for the most part mesmerized by the hopeful vision he presented 

and were gratified to find an erudite and hopeful voice that directly addressed their deepest concerns. 

Student-Made Music Makes for Masterful 
Musicianship 
A new musical quintet delighted a full house in West Hall's new auditorium with three performances 

in March. Aptly named Mouth Music, the a cappella group put on a show not only of virtuoso musi

cal talent; it also incorporated theatrical presentations designed to set the mood for each song, using 

lighting, skits, dancing, costume changes, and even shadow puppetry. As no instruments are used 

in a cappella singing, vocalists must not only have excellent singing voices; they must also have the 

ability to creatively mimic rhythm and beat accompaniments. 

Originally the brainchild of graduate student Alia Al-Zoughbi, the group-two guys (plus another 

who was unable to perform in this show) and three girls--came together last summer and diligently 

rehearsed during all their spare time. The March performance was entirely student-run; the 

members of the group conducted the songs themselves, coached each other on vocals, and 

choreographed their movements. The CVSP 283 Theater Production Workshop class provided the 

set design and lighting. 

The songs, a mixture of classics such as "Yesterday" and "Lollipop" along with adaptations of more 

recent modem pop and rock hits, were interspersed with spontaneous solos by each member. Lea 

Hakim, soprano of the group, says: 'We've had to reconsider our future plans for the group based 

on the overwhelming success of our show," in which the audience requested , or rather demanded, 

encore after encore. "The connection with the audience was electric," she added. "They wouldn't let 

us get off the stage ... We're proud we were able to pull it off. That it was so successful told us that 

we were doing good work all along." 



Future plans are up in the air, as half the group will be graduating this semester, but any

thing is possible. Expect to hear more from these talented undergrads; perhaps they'll be 

touring a city near you one day 

New Director of Nursing Appointed 
Dr. Huda Abu-Saad Huijer was appointed the new director of the School of Nursing and 

a professor in the school on january 7. Dr. Huijer received her BA from AUB and her PhD 

from the University of Florida. During her distinguished career, she was a tenured profes

sor at the San Francisco School of Nursing at the University of California and the director 

of its Center of Nursing Research and most recently was a professor at the University of 

Maastricht in the Netherlands. She also held various teaching positions at a number of 

universities in the United Kingdom. Dr. Huijer brings to AUB her expertise in pain assess

ment, management, and palliative care, with a focus on children. The School of Nursing 

and the AUB community welcome her back and look forward to a long and mutually 

rewarding relationship. 

AUB Alumni Association Changes Location 
On March 31, 2003, the Alumni Association of the American University of Beirut (AAA) 

moved from its former location next to the Medical Center. The move, designed to 

faci litate the implementation of the AUB Campus Master Plan, will make way for the 

relocation of the School of Nursing. The AAA can now be found at its temporary location 

in Wardieh Square near the Sleep Comfort building. To contact the AAA: telephone 

01-340817, 01-340818, or 01-341754; fax 01-345182; e-mail aaarel@cyberia.net.lb 

and aaalumni@cyberia.net.lb. 

A Fond Farewell 
On March 31 , the Physical Plant said good-bye to seven employees who retired as part of 

the University's Early Departure Plan. Their combined service totaled a massive 262 years 

of devotion and hard work, averaging over 37 years per person. Tanios Atallah, Samir 

Halabi, Wahib Kadi, Salman Kassas, Elie Said, Said Shehab, and Kamel Trabulsi were each 

presented with a brass plaque in recognition of their significant contribution to the 

Physical Plant and to AUB. Although it was a sad occasion for the members of the depart

ment, they all joined in honoring their colleagues with a tasty cake and buffet. 

New Trustee on Board 
AUB announced the election of renowned Lebanese businessman Farouk Kamaljabre to its 

Board of Trustees, during its March 21 meeting in New York. In the letter informing Mr. 

jabre of his election, the board's chairman Dr. Richard A. Debs stated: "We all look forward 

to working with you on behalf of the University" On his part, Mr. j abre responded that it 

was an honor and a privilege to serve his alma mater. An AUB economics graduate ('58), 

Mr. j abre is the president of the Social Welfare Institutions of Lebanon, Dar Al-Aytam 

Al-Islamiyah, and member of the board of several financial and philanthropic institutions. 

He has been active with the AUB Alumni Association, serving as a member of its 

Scholarship Fundraising Committee and its Disciplinary Committee. He also was a mem

ber of the former College Hall Fund raising Committee, which raised significant funds for 

the rebuilding of College Hall. He is married to Amal EI-Khalil, a former AUB student. 

D' Huda Abu-Saad Huijer 

The Alumni Association~ new localion in Beirul 

New Trustee Farouh Kamal jabre 
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Vice President for Development and External Relations W. Stephen 
jeffrey Oeft) pictured with Chief Executive Officer; HSBC Bank 
Middle East, Kevin Smorthwaite 

(fop) Ramzi Fawzi Daouh (June 1964) 
(Left to right) Mr. Karim Mirza and Dr. Nadim Daouh 
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HSBC Bank Middle East Supports Scholarship 
Program 
Realizing the important mission of the American University of Beirut and its role as one of the best 

breeding grounds for young and potential talents, HSBC Bank Middle East decided in November 

2002 to contribute $10,000 to establish the HSBC Scholarship Fund. This annual fund will provide 

financial assistance to one or more needy and qualified students from the School of Business and 

the Department of Economics. Selected students receiving HSBC assistance may also wish to gain 

experience by undertaking a summer internship at the bank. 

Kevin Smorthwaite, the banks chief executive officer, visited the University in February 2003 to 

present the check toW Stephenje!Irey, vice president for Development and External Relations, 

with Director of Development Imad Baalbaki and Associate Director of Development Sadik Al 

Assa'd in attendance. 

HSBC Bank Middle East is not a new donor to AUB's scholarship fund. In 1997, the bank (then 

known as the British Bank) provided full tuition scholarships to two graduate students in the 

School of Business-in the total amount of $24,276 to underwrite all the costs for those students. 

To HSBC, the scholarships are certainly money well spent--47 AUB alumni are currently working 

for HSBC Bank Middle East in Lebanon and a number of other alumni are employed in its o!Iices 

around the world. 

The Ramzi F. Daouk Memorial Loan Fund Takes an 
Innovative Approach to Student Support 
First established in 1966 after the tragic death of Ramzi Fawzi Daouk, a 1964 civil engineering 

graduate, the Ramzi F Daouk Memorial Loan Fund has long helped AUB civil engineering 

students pay their tuition. 

Dr. Nadim F Daouk, who administers the fund for the Daouk family, is now taking an innovative 

approach to scholarship support. Believing that finding a job after graduation is vital to the AUB 

experience for students, he has reorganized the fund to help grads get jobs. With the assistance 

of the Universitys development, financial aid, and student affairs offices, the Ramzi Fawzi Daouk 

Memorial Loan Fund has been restructured-it will not only continue to provide aid to needy 

students, but will also ensure that they find work after graduation, making its interest-free loan 

cover both tuition assistance and job placement. 

Each year the awards from the fund will be distributed in two phases. In the first phase, two 

fourth-year civil engineering students will receive tuition assistance. In the second phase, when 

the same two students graduate and are ready to enter the job market , they will receive another 

award. Each of the awardees must commit to two years of employment at a respected engineer

ing company. The fund will support 50 percent of the awardees' salary during their first year of 

employment; and the hiring company will repay the loan, with the money going back into the 

fund to benefit future students. 

This new and innovative approach was launched on a pilot basis at the start of the second semes

ter of the 2002-2003 academic year. The recipient of the Ramzi Fawzi Daouk Memorial Loan 

Fund for this year is Karim Ghazi Mirza. 



(/..eft to right) Sadik Al-Assa'd, associate director of Development; /mad Baalbaki, di rector of Development and External Affairs; 
Omar Fa rid, franchise vice president Middle EasUNorth Africa; W Stephen jeffrey, vice president for Development and External 
Relations; Tala! El Khalil, marketing director 

Pepsi-Cola International Increases Support of 
Financial Aid 
For the past seven years, Pepsi-Cola International has been a generous donor to the scholarship 

program. Realizing the importance of a quality education to people of the region, Pepsi-Cola 

has been supporting the education of six AUB students each academic year. This year, however, 

the international conglomerate decided to increase its annual contribution to $35,000, bringing 

the total donations over the years to $215,000. Seven students will now benefit equally from 

this award-two in business administration, and one student each from engineering and archi

tecture, financial economics, and political studies and public administration, along with one 

student for outstanding achievements in athletics. AUB will decide on the field of study for the 

seventh recipient. 

Omar Farid, franchise vice president, Pepsi-Cola International Ltd., Middle East Region/North 

Africa, along with Marketing Director Tala! El Khalil visited campus on Aprilll to present a 

check toW Stephen jeffrey, vice president for Development and External Relations. Senior admin

istrators at Pepsi-Cola International Ltd. have often expressed their interest in the mission of AUB 

and their support of its scholarship program. Mr. Farid was very pleased to note how many AUB 

graduates have always occupied leading positions in the business and public sectors in the 

Middle East, Europe, and North America. 

President john Waterbury (right) receives a check 
for the Antoine Hamra Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship from Ramzi Kteily Oeft) 

President john Waterbury (right) receives a check 
for $50)J.OOO from alumnus and former staff mem
ber Shafic Shabshab Oeft) 
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campaign update 

Making Way for the 
Future of Engineering 

0 
n March 21, AUB Chairman of the 

Board Richard A. Debs announced 

maJor gtfts to the Campaign for 

Excellence from Occidental Petroleum 

Corporation (Oxy) and from Dr. Ray R. Irani, 

AUBs vice chairman of the Board of Trustees 

and chairman and chief executive officer of 

Occidental Petroleum Corporation, that will 

fund a new on-campus engineering complex. 

The new facility will be named "The Ray R. 

Irani Oxy Engineering Complex" in honor of 

Dr. Irani. 

Dr. Ibrahim Hajj , AUB dean of the Faculty of 

Engineering and Architecture, thanked Dr. 

Irani and Oxy saying, "These generous gifts 

are especially timely, as we have been restruc

turing our curricula, introducing new 

programs, and adding more design and 

laboratory courses." 

AUB Board Chairman Debs remarked, "Ray 

Irani has long been a strong supporter 

of the University as well as an outstanding 

leader in the scientific and business commu

nities. I cannot think of a more appropriate 

person to honor for these generous gifts, gifts 

that will greatly enhance the educational 

resources of AUB." 

Dr. Irani, who received a BS in chemistry from 

AUBin 1953 and a PhD in physical chemistry 

from the University of Southern California, has 

been chairman and chief executive officer of 

Occidental Petroleum Corporation since 1990. 

He held the additional post of president from 

1990 to 1996. Dr. Irani joined the Occidental 

organization in june 1983 as chairman and 

chief executive officer of Occidental Chemical 

Corporation, an Occidental Petroleum 

Corporation subsidiary 

Trustee and Alumnus Ray R. Irani and Occidental 
Petroleum Corporation to Endow New 
Engineering Complex 

The new facility will support the expansion of 

the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture 

by accommodating the specialized needs of 

class and research labs, classrooms, and facul

ty offices in a more efficient and high tech set

ting. The present engineering laboratories will 

be upgraded to meet the rapid technological 

advances and demands in the field, as well as 

the growing number of engineering students. 

In commenting on the gifts, Dr. Irani said, "1 

am pleased the new complex will provide stu

dents and faculty with new facilities equipped 

with state-of-the-art technology It will ensure 

that AUB remains the regional leader in engi

neering education and research." 
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After starting his career as a research scientist, 

Dr. Irani played a key role in creating and 

developing commercially viable products and 

processes at Monsanto Company and 

Diamond Shamrock Corporation before join

ing Olins Chemicals Group in 1973 as vice 

president of research and development. Dr. 

Irani is a director of the American Petroleum 

Institute, Cedars Bank, KB Home, and 

Lyondell Chemical Company He is a member 

of numerous professional, educational, and 

cultural organizations and institutions, includ

ing the University of Southern California 

where he is a trustee. 

On the 
Path of 
Excellence 
Campaign Progress Report 

In April, President Waterbury gave an update 

on AUB's Campaign for Excellence. Since the 

campaign was officially launched on October 

1, 2002, President Waterbury noted that to 

date AUB has raised $68.9 million in cash 

and pledges towards its goal of raising $140 

million by AUBs 140th anniversary in the 

2006-07 academic year. 

The Campaign for Excellence will raise 

funds for University-wide priorities that 

include $69 million to endow financial aid, 

professorships, and academic centers. Of 

this $69 million, $15 million has been ear

marked for financial aid, making it the 

largest single item in the entire campaign. 

An additional $61 million will be spent on 

building projects, including the Charles W 

Hostler Student Center, a new business 

school, and laboratory and classroom reno

vations. The rest of the funds to be raised 

are allocated for the annual fund that helps 

provide unrestricted and restricted monies 

used for a variety of needs, including schol

arships, faculty, and the upkeep of campus. 

President Waterbury acknowledged that 

these are not the easiest economic times 

during which to conduct a campaign, but 

is especially gratified by the interest and 

support that many alumni and friends have 

expressed for AUB and its programs. 





I 
t is the silence that is most noticeable. The stillness of the early, 

pre-dawn morning hours are a striking contrast to the move

ment, activity, and commotion that will virtually fill the entire 

sixth floor, indeed all the floors, of the American University of Beirut 

Medical Center (AUBMC), in under two hours. 

It is during this "calm before the storm" period , sometime around 

6:30, that Dr. Youssef Comair arrives each morning, wearing the 

several hats that he will be called upon to juggle judiciously more 

than once during the space of the day 

To describe a typical day at AUBMC would be literally impossible; 

nothing is effectively routine. In fact , for most of the staff surgeons 

and specialists, no two days are alike. Except, of course, that they 

are all long. And they are all irregular. 

With the busiest emergency room in town-about 100 cases are 

handled daily-along with 17,600 hospital admissions annually, 

and with private clinic specialists treating up to 120,000 patients 

per year, the centers 204 doctors and surgeons have their hands full. 

But they welcome the heavy workload-it never fails to remind 

them that AUBMC has regained its prewar stature as the main 

referral center for the region. 
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Foremost on Dr. Comairs mind is that every doctor and specialist in 

every department be always prepared to expect the unpredictable, 

remain focused , and remember the essential, the patient. As the 

head of surgery of the 400-bed hospital for the past six months, he 

is responsible for 4 7 surgeons (most of them trained and board 

certified in the United States), whose specialties cover the full 

gamut of surgical procedures, from general surgery to orthopedics, 

neurosurgery, plastic surgery, and cardiovascular surgery "The sur

gery department is dramatically different now than it was 10 years 

ago," says Dr. Comair, who also oversees the departments 21 internal 

residents, as well as the operating room, part of the Emergency 

Room, and the Intensive Care Unit. 

"On a daily basis I have to ensure quality care at the highest level," 

says Dr. Comair, who left the United States to return to Lebanon 

and AUBMC in 1997 as head of neurosurgery Since then, he has 

helped usher in a number of developments, including an upgraded 

standard of care, the latest in state-of-the-art monitoring devices, 

and new surgical procedures-all the while maintaining an unwa

vering commitment to his teaching responsibilities and, above all, 

to his patients. 



D' Miguel Abboud and his staff on rounds at St. jude Children's Cancer Center, Beirut 

Dr. Comair is equally committed and most passionate about being 

a neurosurgeon specialized in brain surgery. "l dedicate about 65 

percent of my time to neurosurgery, patient care, and education, and 

35 percent to running the department," he explains. Because of his 

surgical specialty and as the head of neurosurgery, he is a frequent 

visitor to the emergency room, which keeps him at the hospital 

until 9 pm many nights, and for half days at least on Saturdays 

and Sundays. 

As for neurosurgeon Ghassan Skaf, before he even begins his 12 to 

14 daily hours at AUBMC, he is certain of one thing: the day is 

going to be "crazy." He knows this, he says, because "every day is 

crazy." Still , as wi.th many of his colleagues, how the day will unfold 

for Dr. Skaf, who is a specialist in spinal surgery, is largely dependent 

on what day of the week it is: a clinic or surgery day. 

On a clinic day, he arrives at his offtce around 8:30 in the morning 

and sees patients "pretty much non-stop until about 6:30pm." But 

his day doesn't end there. After he has seen his last patient, there are 

the hospital rounds to do, followed by the inevitable and endless 

paperwork. Then there are the times when clinic consultations are 

interrupted by an emergency case, particularly when the patient has 

come from a distance and opts to wait rather than reschedule, 

which makes his day even longer. 'We have a large number of 

referrals corning from Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait," he 

explains. "After September 11, we took over many patients from the 

Gulf countries, as they were no longer going to the United States 

for medical care." 

On surgery days, Dr. Skaf is usually at the hospital by 7:30am. 

Neurosurgery, especially for major cases, can take five to si.x hours 

each; and on some days he may do two or even three operations. 

Then there are the daily hospital rounds, as well as his teaching 

schedule to fit in. "So, l don't usually fmish until about 9 pm," he 

says, noting that on clinic days its generally about the same. And 

the week doesn't end there. On Saturdays, there is the weeks over

flow to contend wi.th , plus emergencies. 

From the day it opened its doors in April 2002 , thanks in large part 

to the persistent efforts of its dedicated board and the financial 

assistance and guidance of St. Jude Children$ Research Hospital in 

the United States, the Children's Cancer Center of Lebanon (CCCL) 

has not, unfortunately, experienced an idle day. 

Scenes from a day at AUBMC: 
clockwise from top left: D' Nabil Fuleihan, 
Department of Otolaryngology; 
D' Ghassan Skaf reviewing an Xray; 
Medical staff assisting phone caller; exterior 
view of the Medical Center 
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Initially required to take on 50 new cases per year, the CCCL had 

already exceeded that number one month short of its first anniver

sary "There is a constant stream of new referrals and consultations, 

at least two or three a day," says Dr. Samar Muwakkit, one of the 

center's rwo physicians, who is in charge when its director Dr. 

Miguel Abboud is away. "Including chemotherapy treatments and 

consultations, we see about 13 to 15 outpatients each day. " 

The center deals with many different kinds of cancer, including 

pediatric tumors, bone tumors, and the most common, leukemia. It 

has two treatment rooms fully equipped to handle all procedures. 

And because it is the only center in the region equipped to provide 

certain procedures and surgeries, it has been taking referrals from 

other countries. "We provide free tests for any child with cancer, no 

matter where he or she is being treated in Lebanon , and that 

includes all pathology and diagnostic tests," says Dr. Muwakkit, 

adding that while patients are usually below 16 years of age, slightly 

older patients are admitted on a per case basis. The center includes 

12 private rooms, all decorated in bright cheerful colors, plus rwo 

rooms specially outfitted for bone marrow transplant cases. 

Over at another new, but totally different, AUBMC center is where 

Dr. Nabil Fuleihan begins his day. It is the Face Center, a multi-dis

ciplinary unit that specializes in facial and plastic cosmetic surgery, 

reconstruction surgery, orthodontics, oral surgery, and cranial facial 

surgery, Between the time he arrives, generally around 7.30 am, 

until he leaves berween 9:30 and 10:00 pm, his time is divided 

among different kinds of clinical activity and surgery 

Dr. Fuleihan, whose specialty is facial plastic surgery, is chairman of 

the Department of Otolaryngology and Head and Neck Surgery In 

explaining the principal benefit of the Face Center, he points out 

that it encompasses all sub-specializations, including sinus surgery, 

facial plastic surgery, facia l constructive surgery, head and neck sur

gery, audiology, and speech therapy. "The Face Center essentially 

looks at and provides a comprehensive solution to a number of 

very diverse facial problems," he says, listing just a few: congenital 

anomalies, accident-related injuries, cosmetic changes that come 

with aging, and anomalies of the facial bones, among others. "Its a 

unique center in the region and was established just a few months 

ago," he comments. " With its comprehensive management of surgi

cal services, it is of major value to the community as the only place 

that can handle so many different treatments together." 

The center's multidisciplinary team meets at least once a month to 

review and discuss all the common cases. It also holds weekly clinic 

sessions, generally on Monday morning, when the multiple special

ists see all the patients at the same time. There are now 14 doctors 

affiliated full and part-time with the center, including orthodontists, 

a speech therapist, and a psychiatrist. 

Dr. j oseph Ghafari is the head orthodontist at the Face Center and 

in the Department of Otolaryngology and Head and Neck Surgery. 

He believes that AUB's residency in orthodontics, which is recog

nized by the Lebanese Ministry of Health, is only fitting, since 

berween 1910 and 1940 the University housed a reputable dental 

school, which was ultimately closed for lack of funding. "Sixty-one 

years later, dentistry is back, not as a school, but as a presence," he 

declares, "as a separate division of orthodontics and dentofacial 

orthopedics in the Department of Otolaryngology." 

'There is a history of association with dentists in this department," 

Dr. Ghafari adds, "because it is inconceivable to deal with the face 

without dentists . .. With head and neck surgery, an orthodontist is 

really at the heart of work at the Face Center." He believes the 

center is also important from the educational angle, saying, 

"Because of what it offers, it is bound to attract top-caliber people 

to come study here. " 

Appealing to the best of the best is a constant impetus to Dr. Nadim 

Cortas, the vice president for Medical Affairs and dean of the 

Faculty of Medicine and Medical Center. To that end, the Facu!tys 

new pre-medical requirements are designed to attract students from 

all undergraduate disciplines. "The process of selection now empha

sizes performance in the undergraduate major of choice rather than 

Emergency Room team 



performance in the core pre-med courses," explains Dr. Cortas. 

"This, we believe, will diversify the competencies and skills of the 

student body." And in a side comment, he remarks that in just four 

years, the number of females admitted to medicine has doubled, 

from 21 percent in 1998-99 to 41 percent last year. 

Dr. Cortas noted that as of next year, early decisions for acceptance 

will be communicated in March rather than in july, in order "to 

attract students from outside Lebanon." And when john Rhoder, 

direcwr of Hospital Administration, says that AUBMC is "the best 

medical school in the region" and that with all the specializations it 

offers "its residency program is equal to that of any reputable uni

versity in the United States," he speaks with the sure authority of 

long experience in hospitals that also serve as teaching facilities. 

The faculty$ placement results speak for themselves. With an 

expanded elective program and thanks w agreements with universi

ties in North America, 60 percent of AUBs fourth-year medical 

students take one w two months of elective study abroad at some of 

the top US medical schools, including Baylor, Emory, and Columbia. 

Out of the students that applied for such electives last year, Baylor 

accepted 20, Emory 15, and Columbia 5. And in return, during the 

past three years, about 200 foreign students per year have spent 

elective periods at AUB. "They came from the region, from Europe, 

Canada, and the United States; and a few even came from Australia 

and New Zealand," confirms Dr. Cortas. 

Moreover, a recent agreement signed with the Medical University of 

South Carolina (MUSC) will allow three post-med ll students from 

AUB to join its MD/PhD program, with all academic expenses 

covered . MUSC came forth with this offer, explains Dr. Cortas, 

because four AUB students who had joined the program on their 

own had excelled. 'Three ranked first and second in their class and 

the fourth, in his second year, is doing excellent work," he says. 

And it doesn't stop there. As Rhoder stresses, a "top-quality medical 

school education" doesn't end at graduation, but continues with 

"top-quality postgraduate training, and it has been that way for a 

long time." The School of Nursing, he adds, is also top-notch. Each 

year, as many graduates as possible are put through the school's own 

strong continuing education and training program. And each year, 

about 30 to 50 new nurses emerge with flying colors. "But, we've 

become victims of our own success, as many of our nurses are 

sought out by other medical centers and hospitals," says Rhoder. 

---
Ensuring AUBMC runs smoothly are Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and 
Medical Center, Nadim Cortas (center), with Hospital Director john Rhoder (right); Nursing Director Gladys Mouro 
(far left) and Deputy Hospital Director Marina Hajj (front) 

ln fact , AUBMC, which was founded as a medical school in 1867, 

has already received its fair share of recognition and accolades. It 

recently was awarded the AI Makwum Prize as having the best 

medical college in the region. And the Medical Center as a whole 

received an award from the Ministry of Health, when it was rated as 

number one in both its professional and service components by an 

Australian team that had been invited by the ministry w classify 

hospitals in Lebanon. 

The major strength of the Faculty of Medicine and AUBMC lies 

in its "human power," says Dr. Cortas. "We have the best mix in 

the region: physicians with top credentials, a highly skilled house 

staff, motivated students, deeply committed nurses , and an excel

lent nursing service that continuously upgrades itself by in-service 

training." 
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AUB's (_~hallenge: 

T 
he Arab world is never easy to read. I have been at it for 

over forty years, and I am only marginally closer to grasp

ing the dynamics of these societies today than I was in 

1960. There are many signs for hope, but also many for helplessness 

if not hopelessness. As an educator I will always see the glass half 

full, not half empty 

Snapshot One: Iraq after the collapse of the 

regime: 

Among so many others, there was the scene of mainly male youth 

on a rampage of pillage and looting in Basra, Baghdad, and else

where, a scene more reminiscent of Bucharest than of Prague, more 

reminiscent of Watts than of Berlin. We could see, and have seen, 

similar scenes with similar actors throughout the Arab world and 

elsewhere; often smirking young men on a kind of "wilding." They 

are the result of demographics, the job market, and dictatorship 

stripped of any pretence of ideological legitimacy These are young 

men, badly educated if at all, unemployed or fictitiously employed, 

and brutalized by years of dictatorship that provide them no public 

role and no sense of responsibility Most of the people in the streets 

were born well after Saddam hijacked Iraq. They know only the 

Baathi way of life. 

We would be mistaken to think that such young men are confined to 

the Arab world. Probably every society has a smattering of them, but 

they are a significant presence in the many societies whose regimes 

can provide neither careers, freedom, or aspirations. In Algeria in the 

late 1980s and early 1990s they were dubbed the "haitistes," those 

who lean up against walls. They are the debris of self-proclaimed rev

olutionary experiments that lost their steam and direction, and had 

nothing left but repression and fear to keep the lid on. 

There is not much dialog with these young people, not because of 

civilizational or cultural differences, but because failed governments, 
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failed economic policies, and the suppression of civil society have 

left them no voice. 

Snapshot Two: Egypt, 'ld ai-Adha 
Recently I was in Egypt at the time of 'ld al Adha (February 2003). 

The Egyptian pound had been allowed to devalue by about 30 

percent, yet in Cairo and Luxor, l saw thousands of young 

Egyptians (and older Egyptians) doing what they always do on 

these occasions; out strolling along the Nile, laughing, singing, eat

ing, flirting, joking. The yearning for normalcy, relaxation, and fun 

was palpable. Egypt, like all other Arab societies, has a high rate of 

unemployment among the educated (in most Arab societies there is 

an inverse relation between level of education and employment) , 

and Egypt has its share of "haitistes." But the overwhelming body 

language of the scenes I saw was one of a still-robust social fabric. 

Young men and women mixed freely during these happy days, and 

enjoyed the simple mundane pleasures that have always been the 

Egyptian staple: falucca rides on the Nile, singing and dancing to 

the beat of drum and lilt of tlute. Dare I say that Osama Bin Laden 

is not their piper? 

Snapshot Three: Chirac in Algeria 

A few weeks later, jacques Chirac visited Algeria, a country riven by 

horrific violence since the early 1990s. The streets of Algiers were 

full of Algerians cheering the president of the country that had 

dominated them for 132 years and against which they had fought a 

bloody war for eight years. A new generation of "haitistes" applaud

ed Chirac and chanted "Visa, visa." In the final analysis, the young, 

like their elders, seek gainful employment, an income that will 

allow them to marry; and the dignity without which their role as 

empowered citizens will be bereft of substance. Their welcome of 

Chirac was an implicit recognition that they cannot find in Algeria 

what they hope awaits them in France-if only they are allowed in. 



These images are often lost to us as the cameras focus on other 

snapshots of fist-shaking Pakistanis or Palestinians, fire-breathing 

mullahs, or proud widows of suicide bombers. Those people are 

real too, no doubt, but there is a vast swath of Arab society that 

seeks a better life in ways that are readily understandable and fully 

acceptable to Europeans and Americans. 

I was recently in Washington, DC, making my annual trip to the 

"Hill" to try to leverage funding for Lebanon, and hence for AUB, 

out of congressional appropriations committees. A focus this year 

was on the Middle East Peace Initiative, under the jurisdiction of the 

Department of State, with funding on the order of $145 million and 

perhaps again as much coming through the special funding for Iraq. 

One of the main target areas of MEPI, as it is known, is education. 

AUB has been arguing that funding from MEPI should go to support 

scholarships for students from the Middle East and the Muslim 

world to attend the three American-style educational institutions in 

the region registered and chartered in the United States: AUB, AUC, 

and lAU. We believe that these institutions have a critical role to 

play at this point in time, when dialog between the United States 

and these societies has broken down, to educate the leadership of 

the region in all fields. We believe that our unique emphasis on 

general education, choice and flexibility in structuring programs of 

study, academic freedom and responsible criticism, student govern-

under-performance of the Arab world in this respect. The problem 

goes beyond updating curricula, promoting scientific research, and 

adapting training to the needs of the market. It encompasses the 

need to educate citizens engaged in lifelong learning, people 

equipped to solve problems, to think critically and analytically, 

people anchored in a broad knowledge of our intellectual history. 

A few years ago, a group of eminent international scholars exam

ined the challenges to higher education in the developing world. 

In their study (The Task Force on Higher Education and Society: 

co-chairs, Mamphela Ramphele and Henry Rosovsky: Higher 

Education in Developing Countries: Peril and Promise, The World 

Bank, 2000), the authors devote an entire chapter to the need for 

general education (or what in the US is often called "liberal arts" 

education). They emphasize that such education is no luxury. but 

rather a necessity for survival in this age. It is an education that 

provides both a framework for a rich and varied adult life and a set 

of habits and skills well adapted to a changing and demanding job 

market. Referring to a successful experiment in Bangladesh, the 

study reported: 

" .. . employers initially told BRAC that they sought programs with a 

strong technical focus, for example in biology, technology, manage

ment, and computer science. They wanted graduates who were 

"ready to go". However, on further probing, it emerged that local 

There is not much dialog with these young people, not because of civilizational or 
cultural differences, but because failed governments, failed economic policies, and 
the suppression of civil society have left them no voice. 

ment, academic integrity, and critical thinking are sorely needed 

throughout the region. Our distinguished alumni, today as in the 

past, are the greatest testimony to the value of our education. 

I am hopeful that Congress and the US executive branch will come 

to share our conviction that our long and extraordinarily successful 

history in educating the region's leaders in all fields positions us 

today to play a significant role not only in educating new genera

tions of leaders, but in helping other institutions to provide the kind 

of quality education that has been notably lacking. We can reach 

only a fraction of the youth mentioned above, but we can reach 

some of them, and all our graduates are the kind of people who 

will, if given the chance, provide structure and integrity to their 

professions, and, in a larger sense, to their societies. 

This century will be unkind to societies that do not develop the full 

potential of their human resources, both male and female . The Arab 

Human Development Report, published a year ago, documented the 

employers' interests were in fact centered on obtaining a stream of 

graduates who could demonstrate a strong array of analytic skills 

and a solid grounding in writing, communications, and presenta

tion skills, in addition to their technical expertise. Their concern

in common with many, if not most modem employers who are 

considering graduates as employees-was to seek out workers with 

a good ability to analyse and think through complexity, a useful 

level of English language skills, and a well-rounded ability to think 

independently and take initiative" (p. 85) . 

Arab and Middle Eastern societies are strong: the family is still para

mount and all social activity is girded by powerful moral codes. Arab 

and Middle Eastern political systems and economies are weak. They 

waste human talent or drive it away. AUB has the challenge to pro

vide the human talent that can contribute to the transformation of 

these worn political systems and economies and to the building of 

viable institutions for the 21st century. I believe we are up to the task. 
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tanding 

porary Islam program puts AUB's institutional 

ac1aa•~mics from the Islamic world to US universi

to teach and serve as a resource on Islam 

societies. MainGate learns more about this 

T 
he catastrophic events of September 

ll, 2001 changed the world forever, 

underscoring the gulf existing 

between the West and the Islamic world, 

particularly in the United States. In the days 

and months that followed, many people in 

the US began to associate Islam with the 

horrific acts of the terrorists and developed 

a growing misperception that it is a religion 

that espouses violence. The media contributed 

by broadcasting news segments with titles 

like, "Why do they hate us?" showing images 

that portrayed all Muslims as religious radicals, 

thereby furthering negative stereotypes. 

Education, it seemed, would be the key to 

eradicating these misconceptions. However, a 

considerable number of universities in the US 

lacked strong Islamic studies programs, 

courses, or even scholars. 



The existence of much misinformation and 

lack of intercultural communication about 

Islam in the US was apparent and AUB 

responded quickly. In keeping with its mission 

and tradition, the University moved to bridge 

the gap between East and West, between the 

West and Islam, by launching a visiting fellows 

program: the Understanding Contemporary 

Islam program (UCI). First proposed in 

November 200 l at the suggestion of Dr. Herant 

Katchadourian, who had just joined the AUB 

Board of Trustees, the program aims to pro

mote "mutual understanding between peoples 

of the Muslim world and the West. " 

To achieve this aim, the UCI program will place 

scholars from higher educational institutions 

from all over the Islamic world in US colleges 

and universities for periods ranging between two 

weeks to an entire semester or academic year. 

Scholars visiting the United States will teach one 

to two classes at a university or college, serve as a 

resource for the host institutions and other 

groups and organizations in the region, and 

encourage the host institutions to develop their 

own capacity in the area of Islamic studies. 

"The essential purpose of the program is to 

provide a greater opponunity for Americans to 

learn more about Islam from individuals who 

are well qualified to speak about it," explains 

AUB Trustee and alumnus Herant 

Katchadourian (BA '54, MD '58), who was the 

major force in securing funding for the program. 

Soon after 9/ll , Katchadouraian, who is pro

fessor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences, 

human biology, and education (by counesy) at 

Stanford University, alened AUB President john 

Waterbury to the interest of several major 

foundations in providing funding for new, 

innovative programs which would fill the void 

of academic courses on Islam and the Muslim 

world that exists in some US higher education

al institutions and said that AUB was a "natural" 

to take the lead in initiating such an outreach 

endeavor. Katchadourian and Waterbury then 

had several meeting with the Rockefeller 

Brothers Fund, Carnegie Corporation of New 

York, and the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation. The Hewlett Foundation took the 

lead in committing a substantial grant to the 

program, and the other foundations followed 

suit with significant funding to stan the UCI 

program. 

For Dr. Katchadourian, the launching of this 

outreach program could not be more oppor

tune-or necessary. "I think the current 

political situation (in Iraq and the region), if 

anything, should make this program even 

more timely than it was before. One of the 

emerging expectations in the US-both on the 

pan of the government as well as, one would 

hope, a larger segment of the population-is 

that Americans need to be better informed 

about the Middle East or about the Islamic 

world. The UCI program has the panicular 

merit of bringing experts from the Islamic 

regions of the world to present their own per

spectives, based on greater personal knowl

edge and engagement." 

Heading up the program as director is Dr. 

Abdul-Hamid Hallah, special adviser to AUB 

President john Waterbury and who also serves 

as special adviser for higher education to the 

Ruler of Sharjah. The Steering Committee, con

sisting of President Waterbury, Provost Peter 

Heath, and Dr. Hallah, will identify suitable 

visiting scholars with the assistance of a selec

tion committee composed of Haleh Esfandiari, 

an Iranian scholar widely published in the area 

of cross-cultural encounters who is currently 

consulting director of the Middle East Project 

at the Woodrow Wilson International Center 

for Scholars; AUB graduate and International 

Advisory Council Member Dr. Ali Fakhro, who 

has served as Bahrain's ambassador to France, 

Dr. Abdul-Hamid Hallab, Director of UC/P 

Spain, Belgium, and Switzerland, as well as its 

minister of health and education, and as a 

member of the Bahraini national assembly, and 

has served on the boards of many international 

agencies such as the World Health 

Organization and the Arab Thought Forum; 

Professor Tarif Khalidi, who was until fall 2002 

Sir Thomas Adams' Professor of Arabic and 

fellow at Cambridge and is now the Shaykh 

Zayid Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at 

AUB; and Professor Yahya Sadowski, recently 

with johns Hopkins School of Advanced 

International Studies and currently associate 

professor in the Depanment of Political Studies 

and Public Administration at AUB. 

Dr. Hallah and AUB:S representative in 

Washington, DC, William Hoffman, have 

already visited a sampling of prospective target 

universities and colleges in Arizona, Colorado, 

Wisconsin, and Kentucky, and have established 

a list of institutions ready to participate in the 

fellowship program. Enthusiastic responses 

have come from five Colorado universities, 

including Regis University, the University of 

Colorado, and the United States Air Force 

Academy. The Pima Community College 

System in Arizona, the University of Arizona, 

and the University of Louisville, Kentucky, 

showed keen interest, as did the University of 
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Wisconsin at both Milwaukee and Madison, 

and the University of Wyoming. 

The responses "went beyond our expecta

tions," Hoffman and Hallah reported. The 

universities visited "were very thirsty to have 

scholars involved," Hallah noted, and many 

are ready to provide transportation and 

housing for the visiting fellows. 

In selecting the scholars and matching them 

to interested US institutions, the Selection 

Committee will give special attention to the 

candidates demonstrated expertise in the area 

of Islamic studies, availability, and fluency in 

English. Another important consideration will 

be the scholar's ability to affably field ques

tions and diplomatically contend with any 

hostile situations that may arise. 

Interaction with the community is a key 

component of the fellow's function , and his 

or her activities will not be restricted to the 

host institution. The scholars "will go into 

civic clubs and churches in addition to teach

ing courses at the university," Hallah said, not

ing that the universities involved have been 

receiving numerous requests for speakers, 

requests they cannot at present fill . 

The UCI office in Beirut will serve as a 

resource and clearinghouse and will offer 

orientation workshops for scholars en route 

to the United States. Concentrating on the 

recruitment and selection of fellows, the task 

of the office will be to match appropriate 

scholars with suitable US institutions. 

AUB has already received 80 positive replies 

from scholars canvassed. "We have heard from 

scholars all the way from Indonesia to 

Morocco, noted Islamic scholars ... Plus we will 

be tapping our own [AUB] scholars," Hallah 

said. Several distinguished scholars have 
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expressed interest in participating in the pro

gram, including Ali M. Fakhro; Zafar Ishaq 

Ansari , director general of the Islamic 

Research Institute of the International Islamic 

University in Pakistan; Clovis Maksoud, direc

tor of the Institute of the Global South at the 

American University in Washington, DC; and 

Muna Saddiqui, head of the Department of 

Theology and Religious Studies, University of 

Glasgow. 

Dr. Hallah hopes the program will begin in the 

fall of 2003 with the placement of four to six 

fellows in US institutions. Eventually, as the 

program develops, the goal is to send 12-15 

fellows per year on a short-term basis and five 

fellows per year on a long-term basis (one 

semester). AUB scholars already slated to 

begin in October 2003 are Nizar Hamzeh and 

Ahmad Mousalli of the Department of Political 

Studies and Public Administration. Professor 

Vahid Behmardi of the Department of Arabic 

and Near Eastern Languages will begin in the 

spring of 2003-04. 

The Institute of International Educations 

Council for International Exchange of Scholars 

(CIES) will work closely with AUB to provide 

support for the program in the United States 

by advertising and promoting the program, 

dealing with visa arrangements, handling 

logistics of host institution arrangements, and 

providing back-up services for the fellows 

after their arrival in the United States. 

Asked about the future of the program, Dr. 

Hallah said, "We would like to plant a seed" 

which will have a multiplier effect. "AUB can

not start to fill in the gap in all of the United 

States. But we can do patchwork in various 

sectors. I am hoping that those universities 

that do not have Arabic and Islamic programs 

will see their value and build programs of 

their own." 

In answer to questions about the possibility of 

bringing American/Western students and 

scholars to AUB and the Middle East, Hallah 

explained that such an exchange is not within 

the present scope of the program. "But," he 

said, "it is in our thoughts and we hope that in 

the future we can do that," he would like to 

see the program eventually encourage teach

ers, journalists, and the media to come to the 

Middle East to learn first-hand about Islamic 

culture. 

Dr. Katchadourian firmly believes that AUB 

is ideally positioned to play a pivotal role in 

the program, "On the one hand, the 

University has the necessary contacts and 

the experts in the region, and on the other 

hand, AUBs leadership is well acquainted 

with the nature of American institutions of 

higher learning and is able to bring about 

the best possible match between the two. It 

is but one example of how AUB functions 

as a bridge between East and West." 







The "heart of the 
University" is beating 
once again. 

West Hall, hidden for 25 months behind 

scaffolding and stone dust, is now open. 

Student clubs and societies, along 

with the Offices of Student 

Affairs and Financial Aid, moved 

back "home" after spending more 

than two years living in 

makeshift accommodations scat

tered all over campus. Fittingly, it 

reopened on February 24, 2003, 

just 89 years to the day after it 

first opened in 1914. 

Hala Shakaa, a senior chemistry 

major attending the Palestinian 

Cultural Club's first event in the 

Hall (a showing of documentary 

films), said enthusiastically, "It's 

amazing. Our gathering place is 

back again. And it's not just our 

club ... Everyone feels the same 

way." 

"All and all, it's perfect," said 

Wadad Husseiny, Director of 

Student Activities. "I am so much 

attached to this building. 

Everything is so fresh and 

the familiar grand staircase leading up to the 

second floor. Behind the stairs is a totally 

refreshed Auditorium B with the newly con

figured Office of Student Affairs and other 

administrative offices to the left in the east 

wing. As in the past, the west end of the 

alive ... Understandably, we are 

still sorting out minor problems, 

but that was to be expected." At 
A view from the top: the newly renovated West Hall staircase 

first glance, the new West Hall looks much 

the same. Praising the bright new colors 

glowing on every floor, Husseiny remarked 

on the architect's success in preserving the 

old, familiar space and design, while at the 

same time refurbishing and introducing 

modern state-of-the-art technology. 

Walking into the main hall, you immediately 

notice how the first floor's immaculate new 

paint and shiny, patterned stone floors set off 

ground floor is entirely taken up by the 

Common Room, open day and night for 

casual student lounging and socializing-and 

for more formal exhibitions. 

Along the wide upper balcony on the second 

floor is space for serving coffee and refresh

ments during theater intermissions. To the 

east is the renovated Lecture Hall , with a 

moveable partition and bright red amphithe

ater-style seating. 

But the jewel of the second floor is the totally 

refurbished theater, the Suhail R. Bathish 

Auditorium, made possible by a generous 

donation of $440,000 from the family of the 

1959 engineering graduate whose name it 

now carries (see box). 

To access the third floor, the 

visitor can take the new eleva

tor, installed primarily for the 

disabled, or a new free-hanging 

marble staircase leading to a 

complex of offices and rooms 

for student clubs and societies, 

conferences and meetings. In 

contrast to the muted maroon 

and off-white decor of the first 

and second floors, a rich blue 

dominates the third floor. 

The main attraction of the 

fourth floor, a new addition to 

the building, is a huge room 

illuminated by a large skylight. 

The room affords more than 

enough space for table tennis, 

aerobics, and dancing. 

Completing the facilities on that 

floor are several meeting rooms 

bordering a small atrium that 

opens to the sky. 

The new basement of the build

ing, harbors the offices of the 

university yearbook Campus, a 

music room , photography darkrooms, and a 

large room for martial arts. 

Since its formal opening ceremonies (see 

box), West Hall has been swarming with 

activity. Poster boards and stands ranged 

in front of the wide front terrace advertise 

lectures by visiting novelists and politicians, 

the performance of a locally written version 

of "Waiting for Godot," the student a cappella 

group Mouth Music, a film series, Day of the 
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Land celebrations, concerts, film shows, acting workshops, drama-pro

duction auditions, and anti-war demonstrations. Students are busy 

selling tickets and food, painting posters, and passing out flyers and 

brochures. And as of this writing, the 16th Annual Islamic Book Fair 

was drawing hundreds of visitors each day to the Common Room. 

Requests to reserve the new lecture rooms and auditorium flood the 

office of the director of student activities. "In less than two weeks after 

the reopening," Dean of Student Affairs Maroun Kisirwani reported, 

"West Hall witnessed two receptions, three cultural exhibitions, and six 

public lectures. And children from orphanages in Beirut enjoyed a long 

day of fun, pleasure, meals, and entertainment offered by the 

Education Students Society." 

David Kurani , coordinator of performing arts and senior lecturer in the 

Civilization Sequence Program, said, "Clearly, the students have been 

very excited about the opening, and everyone has been fighting to 

schedule space and time to use the facilities , especially the stage. Now 

it's being used day and night, every hour . .. for lectures, video shows, 

film shows, plays, dances." The new equipment, he added, "allows · 

flexibility and all kinds of effects that enhance every one of those 

events with different devices . . . In terms of a working place, it's very 

exciting, but it's also a bit frustrating; there's so much demand on it, 

we often can't manage to rehearse on stage. Everyone suddenly feels 

very possessive about the new West Hall." 

Naturally, not everything is perfect. As with the 1914 opening, some 

of the work is still incomplete and delays feed frustration , causing 

some to despair about small offices and others to complain about the 

distribution of those offices. 

Sharif Abdelnour, stage coordinator and Civilization Sequence Program 

instructor, expressed a more serious problem having to do with main

taining the new facilities , saying: "They gave me a stage worth a million 

and a half, and they gave me zero for the fine tuning. It needs $50,000 to 

fine tune the equipment, and I don't have an account to take care of that." 

A History of West Hall is a History of AUB Student Life 

The new West Hall is tightly bound to the old through a long history 

steeped in the traditions of the founding fathers , in the close relation

ship between AUB and the cultural life of Ras Beirut, and in the greatly 

expanded social, cultural , civic, and political events of the last century. 

On a rainy winter night in 1906, young staff members of the Syrian 

Protestant College, warming themselves at the fireside of a friendly 



professor's home, began talking about the College's boarding students 

confined to their bleak dormitories and obliged to stand in line in the 

cold rain to get their meals at the college refectory in Ada Dodge Hall. 

In their imaginations, they began to construct "a mighty house for the 

happiness of students." Seven years later, that dream moved closer to 

reality when the cornerstone for a spacious student activities building 

was laid. A year later, in 1914, the finished building opened. And as 

had been decided from the start, it was named West Hall, in tribute to 

Robert Haldane West, a much-loved professor who had died in 1906 

(see box on page 22) . 

At first, the determined young men "proposed that their building 

should be a gift from the Staff to the College for the social benefit of 

students." Thinking they could fund the building themselves, they 

managed to collect $6,000 in donations from students, former and 

current staff and professors, and alumni. But it was only when 

Cleveland H. Dodge, son of founding Trustee William E. Dodge, visited 

the College and pledged the sum of $53,000 for the completion of the 

project that construction could move forward. 

When the doors of West Hall first opened, the building was heralded as 

unique of its kind in the area--even surpassing similar student facilities 

in the United States. Articles in the March 1914 issue of the college 

alumni magazine, Al-Kulliyeh, described the character of Robert West 

as well as that of the planners of the building, the layout and facilities , 

the opening day, and the moral and spiritual significance of the build

ing to the students. The issue also contained the text of a sermon, 

"Gods Plan for West Hall ," that had been delivered by President 

Howard Bliss in the college chapel two weeks before the opening. 

The building, "dedicated to the sweet business of making students 

happy, comfortable, contented, acquainted," boasted lecture and con

ference rooms, game and reading rooms, photographic dark rooms, 

offices for staff and student activities, and in addition, to the delight 

of the students, billiard tables, a roller skating rink, bowling alleys, a 

handball court with shower facilities, a large auditorium, and "a great 

'common' room, with fire-places and comfortable chairs; a room to be 

used for all in common." The building also offered meeting rooms for 

religious organizations and overnight accommodations for visitors and 

returning faculty and alumni. 

Over the years, West Hall brimmed with student activities from dawn 

till dusk. From the beginning, the game rooms and billiard tables 

remained constantly occupied, and advance reservations had to be 

made for the handball court and the bowling alleys. 

Director Paul Meers leads the AUB Choir in a special performance for West Hall opening ceremony 

Many West Hall activities were "firsts" for both AUB and the cultural 

community of Ras Beirut. The 1929 West Hall display of the paintings 

of Mustafa Faroukh was the first solo exhibition of a Lebanese artist 

held in Lebanon. The popular bowling alleys were the first in the 

Middle East. The Hall offered the first cinema in Ras Beirut and per

haps possessed the first grand piano in Lebanon. West Hall saw the 

birth of the Institute of Music and the AUB Drama Club, and in 1944 

an AUB choir and orchestra first performed in West Hall. 

The spacious auditorium, state-of-the-art in its time, drew large audi

ences from the College and the local community for numerous 

concerts and theatrical productions. "In those days," wrote Nabeel G. 

Ashkar (BBA '45 and now Honorary University Marshall) in a 1994 

issue of the AUB Bulletin, "opening nights were something special, 

with 

all the ladies in evening gowns and the men in tuxedos." 

In wartime, West Hall served as something of an oasis, offering electric 

light and cultural refreshment against the dark austerity of the city and 

country outside. During World War ll , London actors came out to 

entertain the British troops; and during the dark years of the Lebanese 

civil war, in 1977, a group of students, faculty, and friends mounted a 

production of the operetta composed by history professor Kamal Salibi, 

"The Marchioness of Saden Saden," which had first been performed in 

West Hall in 1954. 
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Social, cultural, and political activities 

remained high on the list of West Hall events 

throughout the years. As student clubs 

sought to reach out into the community, 

debates, lectures, and exhibitions became 

increasingly oriented toward issues of intel

lectual and public concern. International 

celebrities frequently appeared on the audito

rium stage. In the 1960s, a reading by the 

popular post-Stalin Russian poet Yevgeni 

Yevtushenko packed the auditorium to over

flowing, as did an informal discussion in 

1998 with Palestinian spokesperson Hanan 

Ashrawi, herself an English literature gradu

ate of AUB (BA '68; MA '70). 

But the constant activity took its toll on the 

building. Early memories recall students 

"whizzing around the roller skating rink in 

games of crack the whip," activities which 

frequently set the whole building shudder

ing. Clapping and foot-stamping caused the 

wooden balcony at the back of the auditori

um to sway perceptibly, prompting renova

tions in the 1950s. And by the 1990s, the 

extent of widespread deterioration had 

resulted in leaking ceilings, falling plaster, 

shattered cement balusters, and weakened 

infrastructure, which led to the massive reno

vation and refurbishment of West Hall that 

began in mid-January 2001. 

That Unique West Hall Spirit 

Throughout the long life of West Hall, the 

emphasis has been on enhancing the quality 

of student life on campus. Early opinions 

attributed to the building a singularly uplift

ing, almost spiritualizing influence destined 

to shape the character and personality of the 

students. Writing about Robert West and 

West Hall in 1914, Franklin Moore said West 

Hall "shall be primarily a social force. It too 

shall minister to the human, friendly side of 

life; it shall deal with the warm spirit, not the 

intellect of youth." Bayard Dodge, first direc-
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tor of West Hall , wrote, "What West Hall 

stands for is plentiful life, brim full with hap

piness, physical strength, and love for one's 

fellows." It will "produce bodily strength, 

powers of companionship and habits of 

helpfulness." 

Even today, students as well as faculty and 

administrators recognize the "uplifting" force 

of the West Hall experience. At the rededica

tion ceremony, Dean of Student Affairs 

Maroun Kisirwani said, "West Hall comes 

next to academic programs in fostering val

ues and in developing students' personalities 

and in preparing them to face the hurdles of 

life." Sharif Abdelnour commented that while 

AUB may have "one of the best equipped 

stages in the country, we'll have to live up to 

our new facilities." 

First-year medical student Mohamed 

Elfakhani, Debate Club president for the past 

two years and its current secretary, who is 

also member-at-large of the UNESCO Club 

and staff writer for Outlook, spoke of the 

importance of such clubs in the context of 

West Hall. "During those two years of reno

vation, a large number of students, including 

many who had never experienced West Hall, 

gathered to socialize on the steps of the Main 

Gate. Maybe they will move to West Hall 

now." He hopes the reopening of West Hall 

will prompt more student interest, aware

ness, and participation. 

Student clubs and societies have, over the 

years, turned more and more frequently to 

serious confrontation with social, community, 

and political issues. In his comments during 

the rededication ceremonies, President 

Waterbury, citing President Bliss's description 

of Robert West as possessing "a noble discon

tent," said, "What a wonderful phrase-a 

noble discontent-we should all possess 

such a quality. It is that quality that has made 

The New Suhail R. Bathish 
Auditorium 

It is not any larger than it ever 
was, but what it may lack in seat
ing space is more than made up 
for by the visible air of cachet and 
comfort that now pervades the 
newly renovated Suhail R. Bathish 
Auditorium. Upholstered in stately 
royal blue, its 264 new chairs are 
not only supremely comfortable; 
they also rise up row after row on 
a carefully calculated slope that 
affords optimal viewing from all 
locations. 

The stage, now slightly widened at 
the front, has been equipped with 
a revolving turntable and motor
ized pulley system for changing 
scenery, curtains, and lighting. 
And backstage, rehearsal and 
changing rooms have been either 
added or expanded. 

As for the audiovisual equipment 
now in place , the application of 
advanced technology was the 
guide. The auditorium's audio 
capabilities include a two-way 
surround speaker system and a 
variety of microphones (including 
gooseneck, hanging, and wire
less). The new visual system, 
meanwhile , is equipped with an 
LCD projector installed on an 
automated elevator, along with 
a motorized projection screen 
located on stage. Stage lighting is 
also state-of-the-art-a complex 
of zoom profiles, spotlights, and 
dimmer panels all orchestrated 
from the new control room installed 
at the back of the auditorium. 

Funding for the renovation of the 
auditorium, in the amount of 
$440,000, was provided by Mrs. 
Suhail R. Bathish in memory of 
her husband, a 1959 engineering 
graduate of AUB. 



AUB great in the past, and it is that quality, 

and that quality above all , that will make us 

great in the future." 

The importance of friendship figures frequently 

in reflections on the West Hall experience. 

Assistant Dean of Student Affairs Tala! 

Nizameddin agreed, saying, "West Hall 

represents a history of creativity, talent, 

performance, and hot political debate among 

AUB students ... It is a place where students 

can socialize and make new friends. " 

West Hall is viewed as the great catalyst 

bringing individuals of diverse backgrounds 

together. Robert West was skillful in solving 

student "problems arising from diversity." 

Fawzi Farah, speaking for his mother, Mrs. 

Suhail R. Bathish, at the rededication cere

mony, described the wish of his family to 

dedicate the new Bathish Auditorium "to 

creative thinking, freedom of expression, 

dynamic pluralism, and deep tolerance ... as 

the driving ideals of this building, campus, 

and nation. " 

And President Waterbury, in his official 

address, expressed the hope that West Hall 

would be "a crucible for friendships across all 

lines and barriers that have sometimes 

plagued Lebanese and Arab society, but, fail

ing friendship, I hope it wi ll be a crucible for 

mutual respect. " 

judging from the spirited activity in the 

building since it reopened, West Hall has 

indeed resumed its role as the "heart" of AUB. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, all quotes are from 

Al-Kulliyeh, March 14, 1914, pp. 125-139.) 

West Hall Renovation Facts 

Contractor: 

lnternationale de Developement et 

Construction 

Architect: 

Nabil Azar 

Builders Design Consultants 

Funding: 

American University of Beirut 

American Schools and 

Hospitals Abroad 

Mrs. Suhail R. Bathish (auditorium) 

Anonymous donor 

Other contributions 

Images from the "new" West Hall. Top left and right: Exhibits; bottom 
left and right: studen ts performing in the opening ceremorry show 

I 



I By Susanne Lane 

Remembering the 

The Milk Bar circa 1955 

O
n his first visit in many years, an old 

friend and former AUB student 

returned to Beirut recently. When we 

met to talk about what he planned to do while he 

was here, stopping in at the University$ Milk Bar 

was at the top of his list. Despite having spent the 

last two years at AUB, I had never heard of the 

Milk Bar. Given the enthusiasm with which he 

talked about it, I hated being the one to tell him 

that there was no longer a milk bar at the 

University (Actually I have since learned that the 

snack bar on lower campus at the bottom of the 

stairs in front of the Biology Building is also called 

the Milk Bar.) But, I was curious. What was a milk 

bar and why was it called that? When I asked 

around, many faculty members and administrators 

looked at me wistfully. It was clear that its absence 

had left a hole in campus life. 
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What's a milk bar? 

Milk bars have been described as small town comer 

stores. Gordon Woolf, author of How to Buy, Run 

and Sell a Milk Bar, describes a long list of services 

that used to be provided by milk bars: "it is where 

people stop to find out where a street is, or to ask 

where someone lives because they forgot to bring 

the address with them; it is where people who live 

on their own find a rare opportunity to have a con

versation, even though, as a shop gets busier, it is 

a very short one; it is where mum can ring up with 

half a dozen things she forgot to tell her son or 

daughter to get so we can add them to the shop

ping list when they are still there." 

As he describes the old milk bars that were once 

prevalent in England, Woolf takes you back to a 

different time, a slower time. If you were in a rush, 



AUB students today outside Ada Dodge Hall 

you didn't stop off at the milk bar. These days, 

as a way to encourage young people to con

sume more milk, the British Milk Development 

Council is setting up milk bars in schools 

across England and Wales. Which makes it 

sound like milk bars are purely functional now. 

The Ada Dodge Milk Bar 

At AUB, the milk bar that everyone remem

bers was the coffee shop that once existed in 

Ada Dodge Hall. And it acquired the "milk 

bar" appellation, it seems, from the British 

troops who were stationed in Lebanon during 

World War II. Ann Kerr, in her book Come 

with Me from Lebanon (Syracuse: Syracuse 

University Press, 1994). describes it as "the 

campus snack shop on the second floor of the 

student union building, a short walk from 

College Hall and a popular hangout for stu

dents and faculty." No one is really sure when 

it opened or when or why it closed. Some say 

it was closed after College Hall was bombed 

in 1991 because the space was needed for 

offices. Others will tell you that it was closed 

in the late 1980s to reduce costs. 

Old pictures in Al-Kulliyeh show a big room 

divided by wonderful arches, with old lamps 

hanging low from the ceiling. Marwan 

Ghandour, who is currently a senior lecturer 

in architecture and graphic design and an 

AUB alumnus, says that the Ada Dodge Milk 

Bar used to be completely open to an adjacent 

terrace with unusually wide arches: "one 

vaulted space with full glazing on three sides." 

He talks about its "strategic in-between loca

tion and the outside-inside openness that 

made it a special place on campus." 

What people remember most is how con

ducive its atmosphere was to university life. 

The Milk Bar was where students fell in love, 

argued about politics, wrestled with ideas, or 

simply enjoyed the pleasure of each other's 

company. It was where many a professor 

stopped by every morning to buy a doughnut 

or cinnamon roll. One alumnus, Vahan 

Zanoyan, describes the "making of Arabic cof

fee to order, with several brass coffee pots all 

going at the same time-no sugar, medium 

sugar, boiled well, boiled less ... Imagine a 

cafeteria where you get in line with a tray as 

you do at any other cafeteria in the world, but 

its not like any other cafeteria in the world. At 

this cafeteria, you order a Turkish coffee to 

taste, and it reaches the cashier the same time 

you do!" 

Then there were the people who worked at 

the Milk Bar. Ann Kerr mentions the "young 

waiter with a big smile" who came to take 

their order when she and Malcolm (her future 

husband and former AUB president) visited 

the Milk Bar. She describes how that "same 

smile on an increasingly older face was to 

greet us each time we went back to Beirut 

over the next decades, though in time he 

graduated from the Milk Bar to the faculty 

dining room." 

Nothing has really taken the place of the Milk 

Bar on upper campus-or of Faisals and 

Uncle Sams across the street from the Main 

Gate, two legendary hangouts that all prewar 

AUBites will always remember. Faisals restau

rant closed sometime in the early 1980s and 

has been replaced by a McDonalds; and Uncle 

Sams is now a sandwich shop named Baguette. 

Today's hang-outs 

There are lots of places around AUB to grab 

something to eat or have a quick cup of cof-

fee. Other than the two mentioned above, 

Bliss Street is lined with an array of such 

spots, including a Starbucks, Socrates, Bliss 

House, Burger King, Al Pasha, CinnZeo, 

Cinnabuns-I could go on and on. But, it is 

not the same. 

Whats the difference? For a start, the Milk Bar 

was on campus. Then, there is the architec

ture (those arches and low-hanging lamps) 

and, for those who took the time to notice, 

the views. It is funny how often a conversa

tion about AUB and what makes it so special 

comes back to the views. The trees have grown 

too tall now, but at one time you could see the 

Mediterranean from the Milk Bar window: 

Looking Ahead 

So, will the Milk Bar ever return to upper 

campus? Souheir Mabsout, assistant director 

of the Department of Facilities Planning and 

Design, says that the reintroduction of the 

Milk Bar to Ada Dodge Hall is mentioned in 

the AUB Campus Master Plan (the 20-year 

comprehensive plan of building, renovation, 

and landscape design that was launched a 

couple of years ago). At least one member of 

the Plans Steering Committee, Associate 

Professor Howayda Al Harithy, is supportive 

of the idea. "I think the campus needs many 

more social spaces, especially spaces that have 

an outside-inside spatial flow to them. The 

weather in Beirut is great most of the year and 

the green campus is a joy, so the flow and 

extension of spaces into the outdoor plat

forms, green landscape, and views is a must. 

This corper is special that way. It is also strate

gic in location." 

So, there is hope. Maybe some day those of 

you who return to the campus for a visit with 

your children will be able to enjoy a cup of 

coffee at the Ada Dodge Milk Bar-and those 

of us who are still here will get to see for our

selves what the fuss was all about. 

I 



Decoding the 
Variables of Life 

By Lynn Mahoney 

The recent explosion in genomic 

information has created an 

unprecedented need for compu

tational tools, making the field of 

Bioinformatics one of the funda

mental disciplines of the 21st 

century. The Computational 

Science and Bioinformatics 

Laboratory thrusts AUB scien

tists and graduate students at 

the forefront of this field, which 

has altered the methods by 

which diseases and medicines 

are discovered. 
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8 
ioinformatics is a mixed marriage, aptly 

melding computer science and biology This 

revolutionary field, which is changing the way 

scientists do science, has created advanced information 

and computational technologies to tackle problems in 

biology, particularly molecular biology, by storing, retriev

ing, and analyzing biological data, such as nucleic acid 

(DNNRNA) and protein sequences, structures, functions, 

pathways, and genetic interactions. 

Bioinformatics first appeared back in the 1950s and 

1960s with early applications of computers to molecular 

biology. However, with the completion of the Human 

Genome Sequence (HGS) in 2000, the discipline has 

taken off. 

Arguably one of the greatest scientific discoveries of the 

millennium, the HGS was completed in early April 

2003-two years ahead of schedule and less than three 

years after finishing the working draft of the three bil

lion DNA letters that comprise a human being's genetic 

make-up. 

"The june 2000 HGS working draft was 97 percent 

complete but the recently published HGS approaches 

100 percent," explains Kinda Khalaf, assistant professor 

in the Faculties of Medicine and Engineering and 

Architecture, who is the coordinator of the 

Computational Science and Bioinforrnatics Laboratory at 

AUB. "A 3 percent difference may seem insignificant, but 

one needs to remember that it is a less than 4 percent 

DNA variation that distinguishes humans from primates," 

she says smiling. 



In genetics, a tiny difference really does make all the 

difference. The human genome dictates every character 

of our being. While differences in the codes from one 

person to another can be extremely minute, they have 

the powerful ability to create a massive phenotypic varia

tion. Now that scientists know exact genetic sequences 

from the HGS, they can compare this information with 

their research conducted on the genotypes of persons 

with genetic diseases. Their findings are expected to 

yield countless breakthroughs in combating different 

types of illnesses, including but not limited to congenital 

diseases. To a non-science person, like myself, this is 

pretty amazing stuff that touches on every aspect of ones 

own life as well as of friends and family: Bioinformatics, 

in short, is changing the way we research and treat 

illnesses. 

I keep all this in mind while walking down the corridor 

of the third floor in the Diana Tamari Sabbagh Building, 

which is located on the AUB campus just off the Medical 

Gate. There is some degree of surprise entering the 

Computational Science and Bioinformatics Laboratory: 

The room is filled with the most high tech computers I 

have ever seen; but wait, I wondered aloud-where is 

the "wet lab" filled with beakers and solutions that one 

would usually expect. "This is the latest method of scien

tific research," explains Khalaf. "And AUB has it." 

The lab is filled with 22 computers and Silicon Graphics 

machines with the latest graphic software, such as 

Discovery Studio Gene, Insight II , Catalyst, and the 

Wisconsin package, which allows chemists and biologists 

to apply new genetic sequences to the HGS and all the 

associated genetic research. The software also aids 

molecular biological and biochemistry research by ana

lyzing sequences and observing the evolution of various 

genes in different species through computations as well 

as by displaying stunning visuals of proteins and genes. 

"With the recent completion of the HGS project, the 

applications are literally endless," says Khalaf. "Now a 

AUB Assistant Professor Kinda Khalaf and graduate student Hassan Al-Ali at the new Computational 
Science and Bioinformatics Laboratory 

graduate student who is trying to isolate and amplify 

some DNA for further testing can do so more rapidly 

and easily by knowing the exact sequences upstream 

and downstream the gene of interest, as well as the exact 

mapping of the gene on the respective chromosome." 

Lab administrator, biochemistry graduate student Hassan 

AI-Ali, enthusiastically adds "For so long, every drug we 

casually obtained from over the counter was the fruit of 

thousands of experiments, the relentlessness of one or 

more scientists, the lives of countless lab animals, and 

certainly a large dose of luck. Computational sciences 

now offer an approach with lesser trials--and a much 

lesser probability for error. It is changing the way we are 

studying science at AUB." 



It is apparent 

that the new 

Computational 

Science and 

Bioinformatics 

Laboratory will 

unharness the 

potential of 

researchers 

and graduate 

students alike

and that AUB 

will participate 

in the data and 

international 

research that 

has been 

unleashed 

through the 

Human 

Genome 

Sequence. 

The Computational Science and Bioinformatics 

Laboratory came about through the persistence and 

efforts of Khalaf and AUB Vice President of Medical 

Affairs and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine Nadim 

Cortas. "Bioinformatics is important for AUB because it 

is the tool with which we can unravel the nature and 

function of gene products in a timely manner. Really, it 

is a brain intensive rather than an equipment intensive 

discipline-despite all the computer hardware 

Bioinformatics entails," Conas explains. "The 

Computational Sciences and Bioinformatics Laboratory is 

an extremely important tool for researchers at AUB; it 

gives them the same technology that is being utilized 

around the world at top institutions." An American 

Schools and Hospital (ASHA) grant provided the funding 

for the equipment and technology of the lab-totaling 

some $240,000. 

Khalaf adds, "The lab is visionary. It:S the first in Lebanon 

and the first comprehensive lab in the region." As such, 

Khalaf has organized training workshops on the software 

for fellow researchers at AUB, with more planned 

throughout Lebanon and the region in the future. She 

hopes that ultimately researchers at AUB will make full 

use of the state-of-the-art supercomputing facilities for 

their current research and make bioinformatics a national 

effort in Lebanon. 

Since the labs opening in November 2002, it has already 

significantly boosted research, particularly in the field of 

proteomics, a direct and more sophisticated descendant of 

genomics that emerged after the completion of the 

Human Genome Project. Hassan explains that through 

quantum computing and complex algorithms, scientists 

can go from the DNA sequence to the strucrure and even 

the function of proteins. "Comparing mutations on DNA 

to the alterations they induce in the strucrure and function 

of the proteins that DNA expresses allows us to under

stand how these codes control the way proteins interact." 

AUB biology and chemistry srudents now have an added 

edge, Khalaf stresses. 'We have the same protein data 

bank that is being used in the best instirutions around the 

world-AUB is now better equipped to join efforts with 

the international science community." 

Graduate student Hassan Al-Ali is one of those budding 

AUB-trained scientists benefiting from the lab. A graduate 
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of the Lebanese University, he will finish his masters in 

2003 at AUB and is currently preparing for his thesis

defense. An articulate, enthusiastic young man, Hassan 

has ambitions of pursuing his PhD in organic chemistry 

and rational drug design in the United States or England. 

Hassan, who originally comes from northern Lebanon, is 

also an artist. "Really the Computational Science and 

Bioinformatics Laboratory and its technology are not far 

from art. This software almost gives you a painting of a 

DNA or protein sequence." Khalaf adds, "Hassan is highly 

motivated. Uke so many of the other AUB students in 

engineering and medicine, they have the drive and 

potential. Now, with the Computational Science and 

Bioinformatics Laboratory they have the resources and 

technology to succeed in the field." 

Khalaf, a recent addition to the Faculties of Medicine and 

Engineering and Architecrure, who arrived at AUB during 

the 2001-02 academic year as a visiting professor, was 

instrumental in establishing the new laboratory at AUB. 

Her joint appointment is the first of its kind between the 

two faculties. Born in London, Khalaf is of Jordanian 

descent and moved to the United States at the age of 16. 

There she went on to study at Ohio State University, 

where she received her PhD in biomedical engineering, 

then took an appointment as assistant professor at the 

University of Miami in Coral Gables. Her interest in 

combining the biological sciences and technology can be 

traced back to her father. "My father was a physician, and 

even though I am an engineer I have always been fasci

nated by medicine." She fmds her teaching experiences 

and the interdisciplinary exchanges with her AUB col

leagues rewarding and dynamic. 

As my meeting with Hassan and Khalaf ended, it became 

apparent to me that the new Computational Science and 

Bioinformatics Laboratory will unharness the potential of 

researchers and graduate students alike-and that AUB 

will participate in the data and international research that 

has been unleashed through the HGS. This new science, 

Bioinformatics, has the potential to identify persons with 

propensities towards cancers, help children affiicted with 

genetic diseases like cerebral palsy or cystic fibrosis, and 

aid scientists in finding new antibiotics to battle 

bacterial infections. And AUB has the technology, all 

quietly tucked away on the third floor of the Diana 

Tarnari Sabbagh Building. 



Deconstructing 
Social Change in 
Lebanon 1 ByMayFarah 1 

CBR Director Samir Khalaf 
(second from l~{t) with center 
staff, students, and fellows 
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t would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to predict 

what pinnacles the Center for Behavioral Research 

(CBR) would have reached had its activities not been 

interrupted by the civil war; but, judging by its postwar 

momentum, the time lost has rapidly been regained. All 

indications are that the center has evolved into a spirited 

research milieu and the locus for sustained intellectual 

debate, providing much needed opportunities for the pur

suit of investigative studies in the field of social and 

behavioral sciences. 

It is also somewhat difficult to determine precisely how 

old the Center for Behavioral Research is. Initially estab

lished in 1964 as a joint venture between the Departments 

of Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology as a forum for 

interdisciplinary research, seminars, and workshops, it 

served to host itinerant and visiting scholars and research 

associates through the decades. Its activities came to an 

abrupt hall during the early years of the civil war, how

ever, and between 1992 and 1994. shortly after the end 

of hostilities, it temporarily became the home of AUBs 

Project on Conflict Resolution. 

Today, however, one milestone is certain: next year will 
mark the lOth anniversary of the center's rebirth. 

Relaunched in 1994 under the sagacious direction of 

Professor Samir Khalaf. who had just returned to Lebanon 

and the University after many years at Princeton as a visit

ing professor, the center has established itself as the 

regional focal point of research, discourse, and debate for 

many renowned academicians and intellectuals. 

The CBR also underwent a major facelift. Its facilities now 

include an up-to-date computer system and Internet 

capabilities, thanks to generous grants from the Ford and 

The Andrew W Mellon Foundations, the latter having 

exceptionally extended its regular three-year allocation 

twice. 'The aim of Mellon Foundation funding is to help 

the Center geL started by supporting its activities, and 

that's why it is limited to three years," explains Professor 

Khalaf. "They generally never extend beyond three years. 

That the center has been receiving Mellon grants for nine 

straight years is a credit to the work we do." 

Nestled in the comer of Nicely Hall, as part of the 

Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, the some

what modest premises of the CBR include office space 

and a seminar room and carrels for graduate students, 

research assistants, and visiting fellows. "The initial source 

of funding allowed us to establish this research unit," says 

Professor Khalaf. noting that increased funding has 

allowed for more ambitious activities. 
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With its ongoing Mellon grant and, more recently, 

funding from the International Development Research 

Council (IDRC) of Canada, the center has expanded its 

scope to offer a range of intellectual and cultural 

programs and activities. These include international 

conferences and seminars organized independently or in 

collaboration with other groups on campus, as well as 

with institutions and organizations both in Lebanon and 

abroad; a summer research program that provides faculty 

members with funding during the summer break so they 

can focus entirely on research and writing; an interna

tional monthly and biweekly lecture series, which has 

attracted distinguished scholars from around the world 

(among them Edward Said, Rashid Khalidi, Theodore 

Han[. Mariam Cooke, Ghassan Hage, Mark Lance, john 

Keane, Frank Wisner, Walter Wallace, and Fawaz 

Gerges); funding for graduate students; and an affiliation 

with the center and use of its space for post-doctoral 

candidates and visiting scholars. 

"We invited experts to come and work and that became 

contagious," says Professor Khalaf, who admits to having 

been infected himself-he published two books last year 

and has a third in publication now. "As a result, the CBR 

was internationalized and we now attract scholars from 

Canada, Australia, the United States, England, and the 

Nordic countries, among others-and all this without 

advertising." 

With the University clearly reemerging as a favorable 

research site, the CBR has been receiving a growing num

ber of requests from doctoral candidates for "a!ftliation" 

while pursing their empirical and field research. "Perhaps 

because Lebanon has regained a modicum of security 

and political stability and has begun to host regional and 

global summits and high-profile conventions, the center 

has had no problem in attracting international scholars to 

participate in our activities," he comments. 

"Architects, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, 

urban specialists--all of them find it attractive here, 

because they are catching Lebanon in a postwar mode. It 

coincides with what is happening in the field, with issues 

of space, place, and political identity. Media theorist and 

professor Laura Marks chose Beirut for her sabbatical 

year from the Film Department of Carleton University in 

Ottawa for many of those reasons, all bolstered by the 

recommendations of a colleague who had been afftliated 

with the CBR a couple of years ago." 

In talking about her choice, Professor Marks remarks: "I 

had a sabbatical and wanted to be in Beirut. So, l asked 



CBR Director Samir Khalaf 

the center if it would host me, thinking it would be the 

closest to a cultural studies field." She later discovered 

that the center was slightly "more sociological" than she 

had expected, but says that the experience nevertheless 

has been beneficial. "What I want and am always looking 

for is a close-knit academic community, and the center, 

with its small group and fair amount of intellectual 

exchange, offers that." 

Professor Marks described the CBR's biweekly lecture 

series, more popularly referred to as the "brown-bag" ses

sions, as especially valuable and added that she enjoyed 

the friendship and interaction with the graduate students. 

She also had a special word to say about Leila jebara, who 

has been the center's resourceful secretary for over Ave 

years: "Leila is a fountain of information on virtually 

everything related to both inside and outside the 

center ... She is the grease that keeps the machine running 

smoothly" 

In charge of organizing the "brown bag" sessions over the 

past four semesters is Sofian Merabet, who has been asso

ciated with the center for two years, including one sum

mer as a research associate. Merabet, a PhD candidate at 

Columbia University's Department of Anthropology who 

has been working on his dissertation in Beirut for almost 

three years, says the sessions "give advanced graduate stu

dents and junior researchers the opportunity to discuss 

their work, while enjoying the valuable feedback of an 

audience." He believes that because the CBR "welcomes 

AUB graduate students and doctoral candidates from 

abroad, as well as a diversity of visiting researchers, it 

creates a unique intellectual atmosphere. n 

To accommodate the growing number of affiliates, the 

center has restructured one office and secured more 

office space close by Still, it has had to turn down 

requests, despite the fact that many come with financial 

support from their respective academic institutions. The 

center can accommodate 12 to 14 people each year

four graduate students and eight to ten affiliated fellows 

-who remain at the CBR anywhere from one semester 

to one year and beyond. 

"We get at least three or four requests for affiliation with 

the center every day from places like Harvard and 

Princeton, from universities in Canada, India, and other 

countries. Unfortunately, our limited facilities do not 

allow us to accommodate all the requests we receive, 

whether for long or short intervals of association," con

firms Professor Khalaf. "Hence, we have had to be very 

selective and at times have had to consider only those 

candidates pursuing research projects compatible with 

the interests of other affiliates." 

"The exposure to a spirited and hard-working core of 

young scholars, sustained by strenuous and competitive 

work ethics, has been quite contagious," remarks 

Professor Khalaf, noting the opportunity given to most 

of the MA students affiliated with the center to observe 

activities at close range and consult with other scholars 

in residence. 

"Their presence and interaction with our own MA candi

dates has been mutually rewarding," he adds. "It has 

motivated our students to complete their requirements in 

the optimum two-year period. It is truly turning out to be 

one of the most fortuitous by-products of our activities, 

something we are determined to nurture and sustain." 

This year, in fact , four MA students affiliated with the 

center won full five-year fellowships to continue their 

graduate training in sociology and anthropology at some 

of the top universities in the United States, including 

Columbia, New York University, Princeton, Stanford, and 

Brown. The CBR has also received substantive requests 

for collaborative research projects and joint workshops 
from foreign centers and colleagues. "We've been coordi

nating more and more with the programs, departments, 

and centers of other universities," says Professor Khalaf. 

Perhaps the most visible of the center's activities is the 

Mellon Foundation International Lecture Series, which 

was inaugurated in january 1995 with a lecture by 

Columbia University's Edward Said, and has been 
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followed with two lectures annually-that is, when 

the security situation permitted-by equally eminent 

intellectuals. 

Unquestionably one of the Arab worlds most respected 

and recognized scholars, Edward Said returned to Beirut 

this past winter at the invitation of the CBR, when he 

spoke to a full house of more than a thousand people on 

the timely subject of "Humanism and Resistance." His 

stirring address was followed the next day by a more inti

mate question-and-answer session with students. judging 

by the number of students, professors, and members of 

the community who turned out to hear Said, it is clear 

that the center is filling an aching need for the kind of 

"food for thought" experience that its lecture series offers 

to AUB and the wider Beirut community 

During the past nine years, the center has also hosted or 

co-hosted several major international conferences, under 

such timely themes as 'The Lebanese System: A Critical 

Reassessment," "Beiruts Postwar Reconstruction," and 

"Imported or Exported Urbanism." One large gathering, 

held under the banner of "Reconstruction and 

Rehabilitation of Postwar Lebanon" and organized by the 

center with IDRC funding, was aimed at contributing to 

the reconstruction of Lebanon and, by extension, of other 

con!lict -tom societies. It did this, says Khalaf, "by initiat

ing a rigorous and systematic examination and debate 

about the key challenges and requirements of social reju

venation and rehabilitation, which are considered the cru

cial dimensions of national reconstruction and are parallel 

to physical and economic recovery" 

More recently, with the help of a long-term grant from the 

European Commission, the center has become involved 

in a three-year project that is being conducted jointly with 

the University of North London. Its intention is to pro

mote awareness of the cultural heritage of Mediterranean 

urban space, as well as to create and strengthen regional 

networks. 

Khalaf is fully confident that projects such as these will 

continue to enhance the center's position within the 

academic community, both in Lebanon and well 

beyond its borders. "An intellectual setting or milieu 

has been created," says Khalaf. Indeed, it has. 
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Surrounded by Words 
Ghenwa Dakdouki, fellow in 
Infectious Diseases, Internal 
Medicine, recently published 

a book of poetry, Surrounded 
by Words (Hi.ssar el Kallmat). 
The book, which is dedicated 

to her village, Barja, carries 

the same theme of her 

previous works-that writing 

helps Middle Eastern women 

let go of restrained feelings. 

Surrounded by Words is divided into four chapters: 

Whispering of Roots , Romantic Stories, Songs of Pain , 

and Scattered Words, which all reflect on the authors 

childhood and her emotions. 

Regulating the Financial Sector in the 
Era of Globalization 

In Regulating the Financial 
Sector in the Era of 
Globalization (Palgrave 

Macmillan: 2003), Zuhayr 
Mikdashi (former faculty 
member and alumnus) 
examines the role of public 

au thorities and of business 

executives in the prevention, 

moderation, containment, 

and resolution of financial 

problems in an international economic landscape in 

which economies are becoming increasingly interde

pendent. His analysis is non-mathematical, with a focus 

on the identification and evaluation of major economic, 

socio-political, and managerial factors of critical impor

tance to an optimal regulation of financial intermedia

tion. With significant empirical evidence and key 

research studies, the author highlights the challenges 

facing financial regulation and calls for strengthening 

financial intermediation for the public good. Dr. 

Mikdashi is professor of banking and finance at the 

University of Lausanne in Switzerland. 
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A Full-Time Pastime: 
AUB Alumni Association 

Mohammad Machnouk 
His is a familiar name, connected with the AUB 

Alumni Association (MA) as well as with the 

press and communications sectors in Lebanon. 

But to those who know him well , there are 

dozens of other interests that color the life of 

Mohammad Machnouk. 

"The best thing in the world, " he says, "would 

be when your hobby is also your business," 

and he goes on to list his pastimes, in no par

ticular order, as travel , squash, and swimming. 

But it appears that inventing is also a pastime 

ingrained in his character. In 1972, with the help 

of teachers in Paris, he created his own eau de 

cologne. He insists this has been an absolute 

secret, revealed here in MainGate for the first 

time. Twice a year, he makes his own fragrance, 

and says it is composed of sandalwood, lime, 

gardenia, and jasmine (but doesn't give the 

exact formula}. The scents or oils are derived 

from plants grown in Europe and found in the 

souk al attareen (perfume market) of Lebanon's 

old towns. He uses the cologne almost every 

day. Other pastimes filling his life include com

munications, photography, art, old Lebanese 

houses, and music. 

The AUB Alumni Association is one of 

Machnouk's top priorities. Now in his second 

three-year term as its president, he looks upon 

the office and its responsibilities as a "full-time 

pastime." He enjoys the work and energetically 

champions alumni goals. "From the early 1960s 

to the present, MA has hosted or assisted in 

many major activities of interest and benefit to 

AAA President Mohammad Machnouh 

the University," he recalls, "especially the inter

national conventions that were held. There is 

also the annual event, at which AUB's gradu

ates are honored and given a free one-year 

membership in the association. " 

One outstanding occasion was the MA's 75th 

anniversary celebration, held in December 

1999. It was on that occasion that the tradition 

was set to honor AUB medical graduates on the 

25th and 50th anniversaries of their graduation. 

"Such events play a major role in keeping the 

AUB spirit alive among the alumni ," explains 

Machnouk, "and go a long way in promoting 

loyalty and devotion to their alma mater." 

This past spring , the AM moved its offices and 

activities from the Alumni Club, the building 

next to the AUB Medical Center that had been 

its home since the early 1950s and which is 

now slated to become the University's School of 

Nursing. The AM is now located in temporary 

quarters at the former Tapline Club in Wardieh 

Square, Beirut, where the rooms have been 

attractively revamped to accommodate the 

association 's activities. Overseeing the AM's 

relocation was yet another of Machnouk's many 

responsibilities as its president. 

Machnouk has always been a joiner and an 

activist. He is presently the general manager of 

Group Plus Holding and president and chair

man of Communications Consulting Group 

(SAL), and is also involved with Masters 

Publications and ECO News-Business Review. 

He is a member of the AUB Board of Trustees, 

as well as of the Steering Committee of the 

Permanent Congress for the Support of AUB, 

and has served as chairman of several national 

conferences held by the Alumni Association. 

AUB certainly runs in the Machnouk family. His 

father, Abdallah Machnouk, graduated from the 

University in 1922 and in the 1960s became a 

member of the Lebanese parliament and a 

minister. He himself is a 1968 AUB graduate in 

political studies and public administration and 

three of his four children are alumni. A number 

of cousins, nephews, and nieces are also AUB 

graduates, all adding to his sense of closeness 

to the University. 

Clearly, the AUB Alumni Association is more 

than another hobby or side interest for 

Machnouk. Being its president demands full

time attention-but he is pleased by the gains 

achieved. 
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Bassam Zarkout 
Ottawa Chapter President and Alumni 

Association of North America (AANA) Board 

Member Bassam Zarkout (BE '77), who is a 

professional in information technology, works at 

making sure the chapter stays in contact with 

its members. And the best way to do that, he 

says, is through communication, which is 

achieved through the chapter's newsletter. 

Communication, personally and professionally, 

is a priority tor Zarkout. He is a highly trained 

expert in the field of e-mail management and 

electronic records management, which thor

oughly qualifies him for his present position as 

vice president of Products at eManage Inc. in 

Ottawa, Canada. Prior to that, Zarkout had 

been with Hewlett Packard and Sperry. 

Zarkout is a frequent public speaker at interna

tional technology conferences and his work 

involves a great deal of traveling around the 

globe, which he enjoys tremendously. A 

thoughtful and modest man, he claims his love 

of travel is rooted in his student days at AUB. 

"The international flavor of AUB permanently 

changed my outlook to the world," he explains 

"and this, I think, is what turned me into a 

traveler and migratory creature throughout 

my professional life." 
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He looks upon his student years as not only 

transforming but also as fun . "Although my 

time at AUB coincided with the civil war, it was 

a very positive experience. I made lifelong 

friendships , and being a wazwaz, I remember 

the celebrations we had after beating the Arts 

and Sciences team in soccer," he happily 

recalls . He made a return visit to the University 

this past February after a four-year hiatus, and 

with his memory still fresh , says: "The campus 

was beautiful , of course, and there was a great 

sense of normalcy. AUB looks- and feels-like 

a university again." 

After graduating from AUB, Zarkout made his 

way to Saudia Arabia, where he worked from 

1979 until 1988, when he departed tor 

Canada. There, he settled first in Toronto and 

then a year later in Ottawa, where he now 

resides. "These migrations were mainly due to 

job opportunities ," he says. In Ottawa, he 

quickly got to know the AUB community and 

became involved in the activities of the AANA 

Ottawa Chapter. 

Zarkout believes the chapter has a two-fold 

AUB mission: to serve as a cultural ambassa

dor for the University and to promote the insti

tution to outside constituencies with the aim of 

AANA Board Member and Ottawa C}~apler President Bassam Zarhout 

increasing tundraising . "Lectures and cultural 

programs about the region are a good way to 

do this," says Zarkout. "But it is equally impor

tant tor alumni just to have a good time togeth

er at events such as hiking trips, picnics, and 

holiday gatherings. " 

Reflecting on the turmoil in the region today, 

Zarkout is of the opinion that AUB's role has 

never been more vital to the world community. 

"For example," he explains, "our chapter 

recently held a gala in honor of President John 

Waterbury, with the theme centered on the 

importance of education in bridging East and 

West. Creating future leaders and thinkers in 

Lebanon and the Middle East is, of course, 

AUB's primary mission. But I believe the 

University's ability to bring together East and 

West stands as a close second." 

Zarkout still remembers a conversation he 

once had as a student on the importance of 

AUB. It was with the late Dr. Suleiman Deeb, 

who was then chairman of the Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, he recalls : "He told 

me that the most important thing you can do 

in this place is to learn how to learn. I certainly 

did and I believe that holds true for our 

students today." 



alumni activities 

Alumni Activities Worldwide 
Lebanon 

Business and Management Chapter 
In their continuing outreach to the Lebanese corporate community, 

the Business and Management Alumni Chapter organized a two

day course, "Economics and Financial Indicators in Global Equity 

Markets" held last December. The program included an address by 

keynote speaker Dr. Nasser Saidi , the first vice governor of the 

Central Bank of Lebanon , and a lecture by John Daghir, managing 

director of the United Advisory Group . Both men , needless to say, 

are AUB alumni. 

AAA President Mohammad Mashnouh and Associate Director of Development Samir Kadi at 
the opening of the course 

Credit for the program's success goes to the organizing committee , 

which was headed by Fawwaz al Merhibi and included Rima Kadi , 

Alai Khoury, Chirine Hattar Arayssi , and Salah Hassanieh. AUB 

Director of Development lmad Balbaaki and Associate Director of 

Development/Director of Alumni Affairs Samir Kadi represented the 

University on the committee. 

The course proved to be an enlightening experience for the busi

ness professionals who attended . It also gave them opportunity for 

some fruitful networking , especially at the grand closing dinner that 

was held at the Gefinor Rotana Hotel , during which certificates 

were distributed to the attendees . 

Engineering and Architecture Chapter 
On October 12, the Engineering and Architecture Chapter held its 

annual awards ceremony at the Bristol Hotel , which was attended 

by more than 200 alumni and friends , along with AUB Provost Peter 

Heath and Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture 

Ibrahim Hajj . 

Chapter President Sami Alamuddine and Provost Peter Heath with check supporting FEA 
scholarsl1ips and research 

In his opening address. Chapter President Sami Alamuddin 

described how the proceeds of activities, such as the dinner that 

evening, go into financing the Engineering and Architecture 

Chapter 's scholarship fund and to what extent the AUB students 

benefit from that assistance. 

The ceremony continued with an address by Provost Peter Heath , 

who thanked the alumni for their generous support and also updat

ed them on recent developments in the Faculty of Engineering and 

Architecture (FEA). Lebanese Minster Marwan Hamadeh then 

awarded decorations to engineers Albert Matta, Nizar Younis, 

Mohammad Nasser, and Sabah Abi Hanna. The Chapter also 

presented appreciation awards to engineers Gabriel Matta, Salem 

AI-Marzouk , Maher Nasser, Hussein Rifai , Ayman Taji, and Jean 

Obeid . 

The evening came to a most gratifying end-for both AUB and the 

FEA alumni- when the chapter boosted the University's Financial 

Aid Program with a generous $10,000 donation and then proceed

ed to hand over another $20,000 to fund research at the FEA. 

Medical Alumni Chapter 
Kibaruna! Kibaruna! Our elders! Our wise ones! In two days filled 

with golden anniversary events during the last weekend of 

February, the Medical Alumni Chapter celebrated all MDs who 

graduated from the AUB Faculty of Medicine between the years 

1935 and 1953. Of the 368 young men from Syria, Lebanon , and 

the region who had received their MDs during those years, 34 

alumni-now Kibaruna-came to Beirut for the festivities , including 

a few who flew in from the United States. 
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alumni activities 
On the morning of February 27, President Emile Lahoud of 

Lebanon greeted the men of medicine at Yarze Palace with words 

of praise for their contributions to the medical profession and 

expressions of appreciation for the role they have played in 

promoting the growth and high stature of AUBMC. 

Later that afternoon , the distinguished doctors met with President 

John Waterbury and Faculty of Medicine Dean Nadim Cortas in the 

newly refurbished Bathish Auditorium of West Hall. In welcoming 

the visitors , Samir Kadi of the development office warm ly intoned 

"Kibaruna!"-as did Dr. Khaled Younes. president of the Medical 

Alumni Chapter, when he spoke to the medical elders and their 

wives about the past , present, and future of their alma mater. In 

reminding them of how much they had achieved in the ir lives as 

doctors and of AUB 's pride in them as its alumni, he evoked vivid 

memories of the days gone by. 

Mount Lebanon Branch 
Mount Lebanon alumni from the classes of 1986 to 2002 gathered 

for a reunion on January 23 at the Metropolitan Hotel. During the 

festivities. Branch President Samir Abu Samra shared with alumni 

the new schedule of activities for the coming year and announced 

the launching of a Mount Lebanon newsletter and Web site. There 

to provide updated information on AUB were Director of 

Development lmad Baalbaki, who explained the new Dodge 

Foundation matching grant program; and Director of Alumn i Affairs 

Samir Kadi , who urged increased collaboration between the alumni 

and their alma mater. The reunion closed with the awarding of 

medals to various committees of the branch for their achievements 

during the past year. 

Branch President Samir Aha Samra with members of the Mount Lebanon Branch 

On another level, a fun and "spooky" time was enjoyed by al l at the 

branch 's Halloween Party, held at the Lounge Bar on November 1. 

The festive event was a great success. All alumni were in costume 

and a jury was charged to choose the evening's best costume. 
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Third place went to Wissam Salameh for his Egyptian costume, 

Nasr Dal laa's "Scream" character took second place , and Joe 

Saad won first place for his great impersonation of the well -known 

"Jean Luc ." 

Middle East 

Riyadh Branch President Abdel Fattah Ghali presents a check to President Waterbury 
for the Financial Aid Program 

Riyadh Branch 
President John Waterbury welcomed Riyadh Branch President 

Abdel Fattah Ghali to campus on February 17 for a meeting in his 

College Hal l office. There Mr. Ghali reaff irmed the commitment of 

the Riyadh alumni to their alma mater by handing him a check in 

the amount of $19,000 to add to the branch 's previous significant 

contribut ions to the University's Financial Aid Program. After thank

ing Mr. Ghali for the branch 's ongoing generous support, President 

Waterbury then shared with him some of the innovations now 

occurring at AUB. 



Europe 
Cyprus Branch 

The company was delightful and the atmosphere was superb. Such 

was the consensus opinion of Cypriot alumni who showed up at the 

Lebanese Food Festival recently held by the Cyprus Branch at Abu 

Faisal 's, the well-known restaurant in Nicosia. They wined and 

dined on tasty Lebanese dishes and strolled around reminiscing 

about the good old days at AUB. 

Associate Director of Development Samir Kadi with Cypriot alumni at the Lebanese Food 
Festival 

During the event, Branch President Toula Kalli Lambrou presented 

Soula Kythreotou Zavou with an honorary plaque in appreciation 

for her six years of service as branch president (1995-2001). 

AUBite Christos Folias, representative to the European Parliament 

and honorary member of the Cyprus Branch , was present at the 

festival, as were former Ministers D. Kittis and K. Christofi ; G. 

Ldambrou, the general manager of the Cyprus Petroleum Refinery; 

and M. Fysentzides of the Human Resources Management 

Authority; as well as a host of other AUB graduates of note . 

United Kingdom 
Elections held by the United Kingdom Branch in June 2002 
brought in a new executive committee and also ushered in a 
new season of activities . The board of directors is now comprised 
of Chairman Hisham El Solh , Vice Chairman George Kanaan , 
Treasurer Hassan Bauji, Secretary Randa (Khayyat) Pettifor, and 
members Wadih Hanna, George Shweiry, and Raid Ziadeh. 

The UK Branch 's first order of business was a visit by El Solh to 

AUB , where he presented a $10,000 check to Provost Peter Heath 

to be added to the AUB Alumni Association (UK) Endowed 

Scholarship Fund , which has benefited many needy and qualified 

students over the past several years. 

On December 5, 2002, the branch held a large reception at the 

Orangery in Holland Park, London , to commemorate the 136th 

anniversary of AUB. Over 100 alumni and friends attended, including 

Lord Denman, the former Mayor of Kensington John Corbet-

From left to rigllL: HE jihad Mortada, Sir Magdi Yacoub, Sir Anthony Coats, Chairman 
Hisham El Solh , HE Sheild1 Nasser AI Khalifa, and Tn1stee Abdul Mohsen Al-Qattan 

Singleton, AUB Board of Trustees members Abdul Mohsen AI

Oattan and Nabil Chartouni, the renowned heart transplant 

professor Sir Magdi Yacoub , the Mayor of Kensington and Chelsea 

professor Sir Anthony Coats, Lebanese Ambassador Jihad 

Mortada, and many others. In welcoming the guests, El Solh 

commented on AUB's regional role and said , "The AUB Alumni 

Association (UK) is proud to salute the sacrifices made, and 

pledges its support to AUB and Lebanon with a strength rooted in 

the inherent values and commitment of the people of Lebanon. " 

El Solh visited the AUB campus again with Branch Vice Chairman 

George Kanaan in early 2003 to add another $10 ,000 to the 

branch's endowed scholarship fund . 

Provost Peter Heath •·eceives a chech from Chairman Hislwm El Solh while Vice Chairman 
George Kanaan and Associate Director of Development Sadih AI Assa'd looh 0 11 

I 



alumni activities 

North America 
Atlanta 

On March 15, the Atlanta Chapter held a fundraising dinner at the 

prestigious Ashford Club in Atlanta, which was attended by over 70 

alumni and friends . The special guest of honor was AUB Provost 

Peter Heath , who provided the alumni with a comprehensive report 

on recent developments at the University. The chapter 's last func

tion this year was a brunch, held on the occasion of Mother's Day, 

May 11 , at which elec tions for a new committee were held. 

Cardiologists 

AUB cardiology alumni gather at their first meeting in Chicago in M<~rch . AANA President 
Ara Tehian (third on left ) j oins them 

The first gathering of AUB cardiology alumni took place at the 

meeting of the American College of Cardiology, held in Chicago on 

March 31 . Thirteen alumni attended the special dinner, which was 

held at Bistro 110, located in the heart of the Magnificent Mile. 

After brief addresses by the event organizer Samer Dibs (MD '89) 

and by AANA President Ara Tekian , the alumni sat back to enjoy 

the evening of good food and great company. The doctors agreed 

that future gatherings should continue to be organized during 

national cardiology meetings. They are also seriously considering 

starting a professional chapter for AUB alumni cardiologists . 

Interested alumni should e-mail Dr. Dibs at 

samerdibsmd@yahoo.com (or s-dibs@northwestern .edu). 
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Houston 
On February 1, the Houston Chapter held a book-signing event for 

AUB Trustee and alumna Ann Zwicker Kerr at Borders Bookstore in 

Houston . Friends and interested Houstonians joined alumni for a 

wonderful discussion with Mrs. Kerr about her two books, Come 

with Me from Lebanon and Painting the Middle East, both pub

lished by Syracuse University Press. The evening was a "sweet" 

success that ended with high book sales of Mrs. Kerr 's book, as 

well as a reception featuring Arabic desserts and coffee . 

Houston alumni witl1 AUB Trus tee Ann Kerr (fourth f mm left) at her booh signing event 
arranged by the chapter 

On March 1, the Chapter sponsored a recital by renowned 

Lebanese pianist and composer Walid Hourani. Attended by 200 

alumni and friends , the event succeeded in raising $9,500 for 

the AUB Scholarship Fund- thanks to the generous donations of 

alumni and friends and the dedicated efforts of the chapter 's 

board . 

Walid Howrani (third from right) with n1embers of the Houston Chapter after his concert 



Montreal 
After some months of hard work, reinforced by much enthusiasm 

and dedication, the Montreal Alumni Chapter will be in action by 

early June. The Montreal alumni held a very successful reunion on 

March 15, when 117 of them gathered at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel 

in Montreal for high tea with President John Waterbury, Vice 

President for Development and External Relations W. Stephen 

Jeffrey, and AANA President Ara Tekian. Dr. Waterbury briefed 

alumni on the new initiatives being undertaken at AUB, while Dr. 

Tekian focused on organizing the "troops" by giving them useful 

tips on how to structure the long-awaited chapter. Montreal alumni 

Costa Levantian and Almaz Aladas promised that this write-up 

would be the first of many future reports on the new chapter's 

social, academic and fundraising activities. 

Montreal alumni gather for high tea at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Marclt. They are joined 
by AANA President Ara Tekian (center, seventh from left ) 

Northern California 
The Northern California Chapter welcomed Provost Peter Heath 

and Vice President for Development and External Relations W. 

Stephen Jeffrey to the Bay Area with a reception held on March 22, 

which gave the alumni an excellent opportunity to hear about the 

progress occurring at AUB. The Provost's remarks stimulated a 

rousing question and answer session , in which he satisfyingly 

responded to concerns and queries about the University. Alumni 

Fadi and Nawal Cotran graciously opened their home to host the 

well-attended reception , complete with a fine Lebanese mezze and 

desserts. 

AUB Vice President for Development and Extemal Relations W Stephen jeffrey (first from 
left ) with Raymond Maalouf (center) and Northem Califomia Chapter Pres ident Leila Safadi 
(right ) at the Chapter's March reception 

Ottawa 

AUB Presidentjolw Waterbury addressing Ollawa alumni at the chapter's Marcl1 14 Gala 

March 14 was an eventful day for Ottawa's AUB alumni. President 

John Waterbury had arrived in town and the chapter had organ ized 

a full program of activities for his visit. First, Chapter President 

Bassam Zarkout drove President Waterbury to Ottawa University, 

where he met with Rector Gilles G. Patry and engineering profes

sor and former Chapter President Andre Skaff . The next stop was 

Parliament Hill , where President Waterbury delivered an address to 

senators and members of Parliament at the Middle East Discussion 

Group. A meeting with Mario Renaud, head of the Middle East 

Section of the Canadian International Development Agency, then 

followed . Next on the agenda was a visit with Maureen O'Neil , 

president of the International Development Research Council 

(IDRC)- which had provided funding for an international confer

ence held at AUB- and AUB Professor of Agriculture Shadi 

Hammadi , who is currently on sabbatical at IDRC . 

That evening President Waterbury was the guest of honor at the 

splendid gala held by the chapter at the Ottawa Marriott. The 

theme of the event was "Strengthening East-West Bridges: 

Education and Awareness are Key to Mutual Understanding," with 

President Waterbury and Ms. O'Neil as the keynote speakers. Over 

80 guests attended , inc luding the consul general of Lebanon and 

the ambassadors of Saudi Arabia , Egypt , Morocco, and Syria to 

Canada. The program, which was capped by hours of music and 

dancing , also included a raffle of outstanding prizes- among them 

a painting donated by Ottawa artist Samir Ghanem- with the pro

ceeds going to AUB. 
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aub reflections 

An Interview with 
Physics professor for almost 40 years, from 1959 to 1998 

Professor Frederik Hei 
As a new regular feature of MainGate, "AUB 
Reflections" will profile the impressions of for
mer AUBites on the significant facets of their 
academic life while serving the University. In 
each issue from now on, this page will present 
an interview with a former faculty or staff 
member, in which the same set of questions 
will be asked. 

Wh,en did you arrive at AUB? 

We arrived in Beirut in October 1959, which was when I started as 

an assistant professor in the Department of Physics. The depart

ment at that time consisted on ly of the main building ... the east wing 

had not yet been added . 

What was your first impression? 

Other than the research laboratories of Dr. Nassar and Dr. Zahlan , 

the physics department consisted of only classrooms and offices. 

My friends , Dr. Frans Bruin and his wife Margreet (Peggy) , who had 

arrived a year earlier, had started building a magnetic resonance 

laboratory and I joined them in working on it. The lack of supporting 

facilities-such as a mechanical workshop, a glassblowing shop, 

an electronic shop, and liquid air supply-was difficult to get used 

to at first . We had to do all the work ourselves. Slowly, however, we 

were able to add those facilities and technicians as well. 

Where did you teach most of your classes? 

Teaching and student laboratory sessions were all held in the build

ing of the physics department on the lower campus. 

What was the biggest change you noticed while at AUB? 

The biggest change was the growing awareness, especial ly in the 

experimental sciences, of the importance of teaching laboratories 

and research facilities . One of my high points at the University was 

when one of my graduate students earned a PhD degree in experi

mental physics .. . this was at a time when AUB was still granting 

doctorates in some departments of the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences. 

What do you think your students most remember about your 

classes? 

1 hope they 'll remember the time and effort I spent on preparing my 
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lectures and laboratory sessions, at the undergraduate as well as at 

the grad uate leve l. 

Are you still in touch with many of your former students? 
Yes. Some of them have even visited us in Leiden, the Netherlands. 

Did you stay at AUB throughout the war (1975-1990)? 

Yes , we were at AUB during that period. Times were difficult. 

Co lleagues were suddenly departing and we who were left had to 

make up for all kinds of classes. Budgets were drying up and our 

equipment for research and in the teaching labs suffered from wear 

and tear. We had to be inventive and design new equipment and 

then have it made in our workshops. 

Do you have particular memories from those years? 

Of course there were a number of very sad events , like the murder 

of the dean of engineering, the dean of students, and President 

Malcolm Kerr. Also, one of my promising graduate students was 

killed. Shelling had started again and she wanted to go home with 

her sister. I urged her to spend the night with us. A shell landed on 

her car on the way home. There was also the destruction of Col lege 

Hall and the front facade of the physics building that damaged our 

equipment . 

There were also memorable moments. Towards the end of my time 

at AUB, we had a group of enthusiastic graduate students in the 

magnetic resonance laboratories who all cont inued for their PhDs 

and now have jobs in Canada, France, Lebanon, and the United 

States. 

When did you leave AUB? Have you been back? 

1 retired in 1998, but we stayed in Lebanon. After having lived for 

40 years in Lebanon, the decision to stay was not difficu lt to make. 

What Impact has AUB had on your life? 

It was the joy of building up a respectable Department of Physics 

and keeping it going du ring the war. I also enjoyed being able to 

help so many students. 

Do you have something you would like to say to your former 

students? 
1 always like to hear from them-where they are, what they are doing. 



1920s 
"Salute to a century!" writes 
AUB alumnus Ibrahim Najib 
Sulayman Haydar (BA '28), 

who returned to Lebanon to live 

out his remaining years in his 
homeland, after residing in Iraq 
and Canada for many years. 

Ibrahim happily notes that he 
remains very active as an educa
tor, writer, and translator, 

despite h is loss of hearing and 

much of his eyesight. Upon 
retiring from teaching and later 
from his position as head of a 
translation division at the Iraq 

Petroleum Company in 
Baghdad, he turned to the trans
lation of literary works for the 

pleasure of it. His translations 

Ibrahim Najib Sulayman Haydar 

include Ali Ben Abi Taleb's Nahj
el-Balagha into English, some 20 
volumes of the work of the 
renowned Indian poet Tagore 
into Arabic, and his brother 

Salim Haydar's works Al-Khaliha, 
lshraq, Alsenatu-Zamaan, and 

selected poems into English. In 
1980, he published lvo Andrithch's 
The Pasha's Concubine from English 
to Arabic. Ibrahim spends his 

days reading and writing, which 
he says keeps his mind alert, his 
memory vivid, and bestows 
upon him a calm and optimistic 

nature-<lespite the tragic loss 
of his wife and his eldest son 

Sebouh Haydar (AUB '55), who 

both died before their time, and 
later the additional loss of his 

second wife. He concludes his 
letter with one of his maxims, 
which he says sums up his life: 

"Beware of accepting what falls 
short of your ultimate dreams. " 

1940s 
Ibrah im Yamut (BBA '47) writes 

that he is pleased to share his 
life story with his fellow alumni. 

Born in 1919, Ibrahim graduat
ed from International College in 
1938. He was director of finance 

for Middle East Airlines until 
1984, when he retired. Ibrahim 
married his wife Solaima in 
1961 and they have three sons 

who all now reside in Beirut: 
Bassam, an AUB professor of 
neurology and a member of the 
Lebanese Parliament; Fadi, a 

computer science PhD; and 
Hani, an architectural engineer. 
Ibrahim reports he is still politi

cally active and used to be a 
volunteer visitor to detention 
camps and prisons. He has writ
ten much on political and social 

subjects and has published two 
books; one of them is The Sour 
Harvest, in which he mixes poli
tics with his memoirs. 

1950s 
Ahmad Shafiq Al-Khatib (BS 

'56, MA '58), director of the 

Ahmad Shafiq AI-Khatib 

Dictionary Division of Librarie 

du Liban and fellow of the Arab 
Academies of Cairo, Amman, 
Damascus , and jerusalem, 

recently received the prestigious 
joseph Zaarour Medal from the 
St. joseph University School of 
Translation for his work in ter

minology and translation. 
President Emile Lahoud , who 
was represented by the minister 

of culture, sponsored the honor
ing ceremony and dinner, which 
were arranged by St. joseph 

University, the Lebanese 
National UNESCO Commission, 
the Beirut School of Translation , 
and Librarie du Liban. Ahmad 

notes that he, his wife Chirine, 
and their children-who all 
graduated from AUB with dis
tinction-always talk about how 

much they owe to the University. 

Wadih jordan (BS '57) was 

appointed on March 11 to the 
board of directors of Antigenics 
Inc, a pharmaceutical company 
that is developing personalized 
immunotherapeutics and revolu
tionary treatments for cancers, 
infectious diseases, and autoim
mune disorders. Wadih, who 

has been president of Near East 
Pharma since 1996, had previ

ously spent 20 years at 
Cyanamid International, where 

he was a vice president. 

Hisham Nashabe (BA '51, MA 
'52) was elected chairperson of 

the Executive Board of the Arab 
League Educational, Cultural 
and Scientific Organization 
(ALECSO) in December 2002. 
The organization, which is con

sidered the Arab equivalent of 
UNESCO, aims to consolidate 
intellectual integrity among the 
countries of the Arab world by 

promoting education, culture, 
and the sciences. It also seeks to 

strengthen the use of the Arabic 
language; enhance opportunities 

classnotes 

Hisham Nashabe 

for the education of women; 
facilitate the exchange of cultur
al, musical, theatrical , and artis
tic expertise; and further pan

Arab cooperation in several 
other important fields. Hisham, 
a distinguished scholar who has 
always been deeply involved in 

education and culture in 
Lebanon and the Arab world, is 
the dean of education at the 
Makassed Islamic Philanthropic 
Association, a position he has 

held since 1974. The author of 
numerous publications, he has 
received several awards, includ
ing the Order of the Cedars in 
1968 and the Siniora Prize for 

Academic Research in 1990. 

Nafhat Nasr (BA '57, MA '60) 

was awarded a Fulbright Scholar 

grant in August 2002 to teach at 
the University of Balamand in 
Lebanon. Nafhat is currently 
professor of political science at 
DePauw University in Indiana 

and previously taught at AUB. 
He is one of 800 American aca
demics and professionals partici

pating in the Fulbright program 
who will spend the 2002-03 
academic year in one of 140 
countries around he world. 
During his stay at Balamand , he 

is teaching a course in conflict 
analysis and management, help
ing develop the university's 
political science curriculum, and 
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classnotes 
continuing his research on con
!lict management in Lebanese 
politics. In April 2002 , he 
received the Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

C. Tucker Jr. Distinguished 
Career Award from DePauw 

University. 

Michael Slim (BA '50, MD '54) 

recently presented a retrospec
tive lecture on his life and work 

to friends and colleagues at the 
surgical and pediatric "Grand 
Rounds" of New York Medical 
College. Since 1994, he has 
been chief of Pediatric Trauma 

and Pediatric Surgery at West 
Chester Medical Center and in 
1999 became co-director of its 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit. 
Before then, Michael had 

worked for many years at 
AUBMC as a surgeon and pro
fessor of pediatric surgery. In his 
lecture, he talked about his 

experiences in Beirut as a stu
dent and professor, acknowl
edged his debt to his mentors, 
and chronicled his move to the 

US and his subsequent associa
tion with New York Medical 
College. 

1960s 
Rita Simonian Balian (BA '61), 

a Virginia businesswoman and 
humanitarian activist, received 
the USAID Outstanding Citizen 

Achievement Award on January 
13 in Washington, DC, in recog
nition of her volunteer efforts in 
Armenia. Dr. Kent R. Hill, 
USAID assistant administrator 

for Europe and Eurasia, present
ed the award; and USAID 

deputy administrator Frederick 
W Shieck and Armenian 
Ambassador to the US Arman 
Kirakossian spoke at the event. 

In bestowing the award, it was 
noted that Rita has distinguished 
herself through her efforts to 
improve the lives of the 
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Armenian people, particularly 
women and children. She 
founded the Armenian American 

Cultural Association in 1995, 
through which she initiated the 
Armenian American Wellness 
Center in Yerevan, which has 
provided mammograms to over 
40,000 women and has saved 

the lives of many through the 
early detection of breast cancer. 
"Rita Balian exemplifies the defi
nition of volunteerism in 
America," declared Dr. Hill at 

the ceremony. 

Nuha Nueiri Salti (BS '63, MD 
'67) had the prestigious honor of 
being nominated Woman of the 
Year 2002 by the International 

Board of Research of the 
American Biographical Institute. 
Her nomination letter states that 
she was chosen from a long list 
of distinguished women because 
of her overall accomplishments 

and contributions to society. 

1970s 
Huda Zoghbi (BS '75), profes

sor of neuroscience and genetics 
at Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston, presented a lecture, 
"Pathogenesis Studies of 

Polyglutamine-induced 
Neurodegenerarive Diseases," on 

February 12 at the Wednesday 
Afternoon Lecture Series of the 
Director of the National Institute 
of Health. Huda is a co-discov

erer of the gene that causes 
spinocerebellar ataxia type 1, 
SCA1 and has studied the effects 
of the mutant form of the atax
in-1 protein that SCA1 encodes 
in both mice and fruit !lies. 

1980s 
Samer Dibs (MD '89) and 

Ghada Bou jawdeh (BNS '96) 
now reside in Chicago, where 

Samer is an attending cardiolo
gist and cardiac electro physiolo
gist at Northwestern Memorial 

Hospital. Fellow alumni can 
reach them at 
samerdibsmd@yahoo.com. 

Ibrahim G. Eid (BS '85, MD 
'89) established the PRIMACare 

Vascular Center in Fall Rivers , 
Massachusetts, in early 2003, 
which specializes in the treat
ment of peripheral vascular 
disease, arteriosclerosis, varicose 
veins, and other common circu
latory conditions. He was also 

recently appointed to the medical 
staff of St. Anne's Hospital and is 
associated with its new 
Cardiovascular Center, after 
relocating from Indiana where 
he had maintained a private 

practice. 

Fadi Lakkis (BS '81, MD '85) 

received the Young Investigator 
Award for 2002 from the 

American Society of Nephrology, 
which recognizes excellence and 
creativity in nephrologic 
research. He is currently 
professor and director of the 
Transplant Medical Division 

at Yale University School of 
Medicine. Throughout his 
career, Fadi has made and 
continues to make outstanding 
contributions in the field of the 
immunologic basis of transplant 

rejection and tolerance. 

Ziad Riafi (BS '81, MD '85) has 

joined the medical staff of 
Geneva General Hospital as a 
neurologist. Ziad had previously 
held an internship at St. Agnes 
Hospital in Baltimore, where 
he completed his residency in 

neurology, after which he held a 
fellowship in neuromuscular 
disease at the University of 

Rochester. 

Assad R. Shamma (MD '81) 

presented a paper, "Endovenous 
Laser Treatment of the Entire 
Greater Saphenous and Lesser 

Saphenous Veins," at the 25th 
annual meeting of the American 
Venous Forum, held in Cancun, 
Mexico, in February. At the 
meeting, which was attended 

by 197 international vascular 
surgeons, Assad described his 
technique for treating extensive 
varicose veins with minimally 
invasive surgery, based on the 
results achieved in 86 cases of 

treatment. He presently prac
tices vascular surgery in 
Melbourne, Florida. 

1990s 
Hassam Said Bazzi (BSC '96, 
MS '98) was awarded Lebanon's 

Honorary Shield by President 
Emile Lahoud in January. 
Hassam, who served as a 
weapons inspector with the 
United Nations Monitoring, 
Verification and Inspection 
Commission, will soon be fin

ishing his PhD in polymer 
chemistry at McGill University 
in Montreal. He recently 
received the Material Science 
and Engineering Division Bayer 
Inc. award in Polymer Science 
2003 from the Canadian Society 

for Chemistry. Hassan was also 
the recipient of an industrial 
research fellowship from the 
National Science and 
Engineering Research Council 
of the Canadian government, 
which he will use for his post
doctoral industrial research. 

Zaher Nuwayhid (BS '92) 

married Fifi Nairn in October 
2002. The couple is now living 
in Miami, Florida, where Zaher 
is starting his second year of 
medical school at the University 
of Miami. He is pleased to 
inform us that he is the first 

AUB grad to attend that univer
sity's medical school. 
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Aida E. Baghdassarian (Nursing Diploma '31), 86, died in Albany, NY, on 

April 9. Born in Kharpout, Turkey, she was left an orphan when her family 

perished during the Armenian genocide. By 1922, she had been rescued by 

the Near East Relief Organization and was placed in an orphanage in 

junieh, Lebanon. After earning a nursing degree from AUB, she worked as 

a nurse in Syria and Lebanon until1947, when she left for the United 

States to pursue further studies in nursing education at the University of 

Rochester. When her student visa expired, she averted deportation when a 

special bill on her behalf was introduced in the American Congress by 

Representative Kenneth R. Keating of Rochester and signed by President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower. After a period of working as a nurse in Rochester, 

she moved to Albany, where she was a nurse at the Albany Medical Center 

and then at St. Peters Hospital. Baghassarian was an active member of her 

church and community and is dearly missed by all who knew her. 

Antoinette H. Daniels (Former School of Nursing faculty member '35), 

96, died in Ipswich, MA, on February 25. Born in Framingham in 1906, 

she was the daughter of the late Captain George and Antoinette Daniels. 

She graduated from Radcliffe College in 1927 and later from the Yale 

School of Nursing. She was a nurse at AUBMC for a period of time and 

then returned to New Haven, CT, where she continued her nursing career. 

During her retirement years, Ms. Daniels was an active volunteer in many 

causes, including caring for the blind and furthering the goals of the 

Democratic Party, and was known for her crisp, scholarly mind. Her niece 

Mary Pennington survives her. 

Dr. Antranig 5. Manugian (MD '35; AUB professor emeritus), 93, died on 

March 10 in Beirut. Dr. Manugian was born in Harpat, Turkey, in 1910. 

After receiving his MD at AUB, he obtained his diploma of psychiatry 

in 1939 from the University of Eclinburgh, after which he worked as a 

psychiauist with the British Middle East Forces from 1941 to 1946. 

He joined the faculty of AUB as a clinical assistant in psychiatry in 194 7, 

became an associate professor in psychiatry in 1957, and a clinical profes

sor of psychiatry in 1959. Dr. Manugian was appointed clinical director of 

Dr. Manugian published a number of articles and reports dealing with 

mental health in Lebanon; the training of practitioners, nurses, and psychi

atrists in mental health; mental health legislation; and medical rehabilita

tion. He was one of the most active experts in psychiatry in serving the 

Lebanese courts. A member of the Lebanese Parliament and of its Health 

Committee, he was awarded the Order of the British Empire for his med

ical services to the British Forces in the Middle East during World War II. 

Dr. Manugian is survived by his wife Alice, his sons Arsin and Vahe, and 

his daughter Vivian. 

Nabiljoseph Mattar (BBA '78), 49, died on january 23 at his home in 

Scotch Plains, NJ. ln 1980, he received his MBA from C.W Post University 

in Long Island, NY. He was the founder and president of Ameri-Suisse Inc. 

in South Plainfield, NJ. His long and courageous struggle throughout his 

illness was an inspiration to all those involved in the Student's Movement 

Against Cancer (SMAC). He is survived by his wife Monica, his son Robert, 

and his daughters Caroline and Michelle. 

Michael Shammaa (SCC '36, MA '57; Former Faculty '36-'80), 87, 

beloved student adviser, died on April 3. For many who studied at AUBin 

the 1960s and 1970s, Shammaas smile is what they first remember about 

him. An academic student adviser with a friendly manner, he gave advice, 

dried tears , answered questions, and went far beyond the call of duty to 

help AUB students. 

Michael Shammaa was born in 1916 to a family living near the AUB cam

pus. He studied at International College and in 1934 enrolled in AUB for 

its two-year Short Commerce Course, which qualified him for administra

tive, accounting, and business positions. In 1936, he joined the AUB 

Registrar's Office, which was then responsible for many administrative 

functions, such as admissions, registration, exam schedules, scholarships, 

and room assignments. Whenever the then registrar Habib Kurani was on 

leave, Shammaa and acting registrar Farid Fuleihan ran the office them

selves, frequently putting in 12 to 14-hour days. 

the Lebanon Hospital for Mental and Nervous Disorders in Asfourieh in Shammaa spent the next 40 years in a variety of positions at AUB. He was 

1955 and a year later became its superintendent physician. His work at the head teacher and then director of the Brief Business Program, manager of 

hospital ended in 1975, when the Lebanese war seriously disrupted opera- the Alumni Office and editor of the alumni magazine, assistant professor of 

tions at the hospital and it was forced to close. commerce, and freshman adviser. In 1965, Shammaa became academic 

Dr. Manugian was a true pioneer in the practice and teaching of psychiatry 

in the Middle East. He was an effective teacher and an ardent defender of 

the role of psychiatry in the medical curriculum. Dr. Manugian served for 

19 years as head of the division of psychiatry in the AUB Faculty of 

Medicine and was instrumental in introducing the teaching of psychiatry at 

all levels. He established the first psychiatric residency program in the 

region at the hospital in Asfourieh, and for many years served AUB as a 

psychiatry consultant to the University's health services. 
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adviser, a position he held until his retirement in 1980. Sharrunaa is 

remembered as "a legendary student adviser, miracle-worker, psychiatrist, 

ombudsman, and father figure" by all who knew him. He is survived by 

his wife Agnes and his sons john, Nadeem, and Ramzi. 
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